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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
$$995995 Down$$995995**

per month,
24 months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

$$179 179 **$$179 179 **

022025

*24month lease.10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.
See Salesperson for details. Expires 2/28/25.

2025 Buick Encore2025 Buick Encore
GX PreferredGX Preferred

Purchase a 2025 for
$25,869 Stock #B551717

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
$99 *

per mo. 24 Months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil ChangesLike us on 
Facebook

022025

*Pricing is priced on 24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus
tax, title, plate. See Salesperson for details. Expires 2/28/25.

$995*

Down
Purchase a 2025 for

$36,999 Stock #551884

pp y ff gFacebook

*Pr***
taxtatt

2025 Chevy Equinox EV LT2025 Chevy Equinox EV LT

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com $995 Down

per month, 24 months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

*Pricing is based on 24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.
  See Salesperson for details. Expires 2/28/25

$$129 129 **$$129 129 **

Purchase for
$26,239 Stock #G545230

022025

2024 Terrain SLE2024 Terrain SLE

LOOK
at what’s on 
the market
and what’s new in 

home improvement!

465 Bournemouth, Grosse Pointe Farms
Paula Draper, Higbie Maxon Agney

908 Trombly. Grosse Pointe Park
Mike DeFauw, Sine & Monaghan REALTORS®

273 Ridge Road, Grosse Pointe Farms
Janet Ridder, Bolton Johnston Associates REALTORS®

1 Willow Tree, Grosse Pointe Shores
JImmy Saros, Saros Real Estate Services
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Home
Grosse Pointe

Caylie Cass, Eva Guzman and Leah Dobrovolschi took advantage of a snow day Thursday, Feb. 13, by mak-
ing run after run down the hill behind Grosse Pointe Shores City Hall. The trio laughed every trip down 
the hill, no matter how many times they were sprayed with snow. Find more sledding photos on page 10A.

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— The Grosse Pointe 
Public School System 

Board of Education, 
against the advice of its at-
torney, voted 4-2 Monday, 
Feb. 10, to release the full 
report outlining human 
resource complaints 

against former board 
member Ahmed Ismail. 

The vote came after a 
nearly hour-long closed 
session with the district’s 
a t t o r n e y ,  M a r k 

McInerney, and attorney 
Kevin Sutton of the law 
fi rm Miller Johnson, who 
conducted the investiga-
tion. 

Voting in favor of waiv-

ing attorney-client privi-
lege was President 
Colleen Worden, Trustee 
Clint Derringer, Vice 
President Laura Hull and 
Treasurer Tim Klepp. 

Trustee Sean Cotton, 
who owns the Grosse 
Pointe News, and Trustee 
Ginny Jeup voted no, cit-

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

BoE releases full report on HR complaints

GROSSE POINTE CITY 
AND FARMS — Though 
The Helm was the peti-
tioning agency for the six-
year senior services mill-
age that passed the 
November ballot in four 
Pointes and Harper 
Woods, the cities main-
tain the authority to con-
tract with any provider 
and oversee usage of the 
taxpayer money.

City councils in the 
City of Grosse Pointe and 
Grosse Pointe Farms last 
week unanimously voted 
to execute an interlocal 
agreement for senior ser-
vices, establishing an 
Active Adult Commission 
made up of one represen-
tative from each partici-
pating community. Its 
purpose is to serve as the 
collective fiduciary of 
public funds for the 

Senior services 
commission 
established
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— The show goes on at 
Okulski Family Theatre 
with a stop-gap movie 
projector.

The old one broke 
down from more than a 
decade of operation, 
including showing fi rst-
run movies. Repairs to 
the commercial-grade, 
digital projector could 
cost $15,000. The price of 
replacement ranges more 
than twice that amount.

Shows resumed Friday, 
Feb. 14, with “Dog Man,” 
an animated feature 
about a half K-9, half 
male human police offi -
cer bringing a criminal 
cat to justice.

Projector problems 
began a week earlier. 
They forced a shutdown 
of the theater Feb. 7.

Okulski is one of two 

Theater 
up and 
running
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer THE GROSSE POINTES 

AND HARPER WOODS 
— A recent hoarding situ-
ation in the City of 
Grosse Pointe served as 
the first case manage-
ment opportunity for 
Saranda Conn, who will 
offi cially start in March 
as the Pointes and 
Harper Woods’ fi rst co-
responder clinician. 

“You wouldn’t believe 
how many times we do 
get a call within code 
enforcement and you go 
to a house and you see (a 
hoarding situation) and 
we don’t have any 
resources,” City Public 
Services Director Pete 
Randazzo said. “This is 
absolutely amazing to 
have that resource and 
somebody to call instead 
of just putting the ham-
mer down. It’s a code 

enforcement issue, but 
there’s also the human 
issue.”

Working in conjunc-
tion with the public 
safety departments, the 
implementation of a co-
responder cl inician 
serves as the fi nal piece 
to the six communities’ 
joint Crisis Intervention 
Team, which aims not 
only to properly equip 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Pointes, HP gain co-responder clinician

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Recent discussions 
about repairing the 
Patterson Park gazebo 
evolved even more recent-
ly into discussions about 
the overall role of the mu-
nicipal parks system.

The city has two parks, 
twice as many as any 

other Grosse Pointe. One 
of the parks has two the-
aters, infi nitely more than 
any of the other Grosse 
Pointes, which collec-
tively have none. The rec-
reation department’s $2.1 
million annual budget is 
third highest in the Park, 
behind public safety and 
general operations, but 
more than twice the 
amount for public works.

Special events orga-
nized by the Grosse 
Pointe Park Department 
of Parks and Recreation 
extend beyond the resi-
dents-only park system to 
the pleasure of non-resi-
dents. Primary examples 
to which the general pub-
lic is invited are summer-
time street parties on 
Kercheval and Charlevoix, 
plus the annual winter 

celebration, Chilly Fest.
Municipal offi cials pro-

mote street parties as 
lures and possible tipping 
points for people living 
outside the city to con-
sider shopping and set-
ting up residence in the 
city.

All those issues and 
more are things the recre-
ation commission and city 
council think could be 
addressed more contextu-

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Parks & Rec seeks master plan

Pointes, Harper Woods 
Co-Responder Clinician 
Saranda Conn

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Snow much fun!Snow much fun!
See REPORT, page 9A

See SERVICES, page 2A

See RESPOND, page 3A

See THEATER, page 4A See PLAN, page 8A

Home: Grosse Pointe Farms
Founding site director of 
Food Rescue U.S. — Detroit

Pointer of
INTEREST

See story, page 4A

Darraugh CollinsgDarraugh Collins
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(586) 775-7472
21707 Harper Avenue

Saint Clair Shores, MI 48080
022025

Forton’s
Equipment Sales & Service

Honda Snow Blowers
For Sale!Honda Snow Blowers
For Sale!

Snow Blower Repair and Tune Up
Snow Shovels and Ice Melt For Sale
Snow Blower Repair and Tune Up
Snow Shovels and Ice Melt For Sale

COLLISIONLLochmoorochmoor
RICK ROMATZ

IS BACK ON MACK AVENUE!
All Makes & ModelsAll Makes & Models
Specializing in Collision Insurance Repairs

22015 Greater Mack Ave.
(Between 8 & 9 Mile)

www.lochmoorcollisioncentermi.com
586-359-2867

30
YEARS

EXPERIENCE

l

24
HOUR

TOWING
586-

709-4657

RICK ROMATZ

022025

WHAT HAPPENS
If You’re Not Around?re Not Ar

Plan for Your 
Loved Ones
Today with 

Trinity Estate 
Planning

 The Legacy and 
Estate Planning 

You and Your 
Family Deserve

 We’ll make it easy and affordable to do the right make it easy and affordable to do the rig
thing for yourself, and the people you love.ng for yourself, and the people you love.

 Contact me today!ay!

313.575.3521

Maura McKeever

maura@trinityestateplanning.commau
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multi-community millage 
and it is expected to exe-
cute a service agreement 
with The Helm.  

The interlocal agree-
ment also outlines that 
the commission will meet 
at least four times a year, 
with all meetings com-
plying with the Michigan 
Open Meetings Act, and 
will provide an annual 
report to the respective 
member communities.

“There’s been a collec-
tive effort to prepare this 
agreement for this new 
group to really manage 
and oversee the funding 
that’s coming in and the 
contract that they’ll be 
administering,” City of 
Grosse Pointe City 
Manager Joe Valentine 
expressed. “… Effectively 
from the onset it was col-
lectively decided that it 
would be most benefi cial 
on behalf of the city man-
agers to have one of the 
city council members 
elected to this board as 
the initial representative. 
That, I think, carries for-
ward the importance of 

managing the public 
funds that are involved 
and also lends itself to 
having some assistance 
with the city managers as 
this is being started.”  

Set to serve a three-
year term, Mayor Shelia 
Tomkowiak put forward 
Councilwoman Maureen 
Juip to be the City’s rep-
resentative on the com-
mission. In the Farms, 
Councilwoman Sierra 
Donaven nominated 
Mayor Pro Tem Beth 
Konrad Wilberding, cit-
ing her expertise and 
dedication to upholding 
the highest standards of 
fi duciary management. 

Both representatives 
were  unanimous ly 
approved by their respec-
tive councils,  with 
Konrad Wilberding’s 
appointment conditional 
upon her remaining on 
council, as her seat will 
be up for election in 
November. 

“This is an issue that I 
followed very closely, 
because it’s a fi rst for all 
of our communities,” she 
said, “to have something 
like this that is going to 
be supported by taxpay-
ers, plus there is some 

other funding with it. 
“So I plan to be very — 

not necessarily just judi-
cious — but I plan to be 
diligent as far as watch-
ing over the funds with 
this, the process and the 
way and how we navi-
gate this new endeavor to 
help our senior citizens.”  

Anticipated revenue to 
be generated by each 
participating community 
in 2025 is: 

◆ City of Grosse Pointe 
— $163,639;

◆ Grosse Pointe Farms 
— $362,110;

◆ Grosse Pointe Park 
— $278,850;

◆ Grosse Pointe Woods 
— $322,199;

◆ Harper Woods — 
$98,906.

“Although the millage 
rate is the same for each 
of the communities that 
approved the millage, 
there’s different taxable 
values for those commu-
nities,” Farms City 
Manager Shane Reeside 
noted. “Hence, Grosse 
Pointe Farms, having the 
highest taxable value of 
the Grosse Pointes, 
would be contributing 
the largest  dol lar 
amount.”

The pending service 
agreement with The 
Helm, which the Active 
Adult Commission will 
facilitate, will stipulate 
how the Shores will fi t 
into the new formula, as 
it was the singular com-
munity not to approve 
the senior services mill-
age.  

H e l m  E x e c u t i v e 
Director Krista Siddall 
previously stated Shores 
residents still will have 
access to The Helm’s 
services. 

“Whether there is a 
premium charge for 
members that are not 
party to this millage that 
want to participate 
under this contract, that 
all has to be fl ushed out 
in that subsequent ser-
v i c e  a g r e e m e n t , ” 
Valentine said. 

The Park and Woods 
also recently approved 
the interlocal agree-
ment, appointing Park 
Mayor Michele Hodges 
a n d  W o o d s 
Councilwoman Vicki 
Granger to the commis-
sion. 

Meeting dates for the 
Active Adult Commission 
have yet to be set.

SERVICES:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— A report detailing the 
structural layout and in-
tegrity of the municipal 
marina is behind sched-
ule.

Findings must be com-
pleted prior to drafting 
construction specifica-
tions for marina renova-
tions at Windmill Pointe 
Park.

The city’s design con-
tractor, Abonmarche, a 
nationally known firm 
based in Benton Harbor, 
was supposed to submit 
the report to Park offi -
cials either by the end of 
2024 or last month, 
according to various 
members of the recre-
ation commission and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 
Commissioners oversee 
marina planning and 
operations funded by 
boat slip rentals.

“I followed up (and) 
they apologized for the 
delay,” said Chad Craig, 
director of parks and rec-
reation.

T h e  l a g  g a v e 
Commissioner Christina 
Buchanan an opportu-
nity this month to pro-
p o s e  e x p a n d i n g 
renovations.

She said the marina 
entrance to Lake St. Clair 
needs more than renova-
tion. It needs to be com-
pletely rebuilt.

“It’s falling apart,” 
Buchanan said during a 
commission meeting 
Feb. 12. “It’s hard to nav-
igate.”

“My guess is that 
would (cost) around 
$500,000,” Craig said.

His estimate dwarfs 
the marina fund’s 
$75,000 reserves.

In May 2021, consult-
ing engineers at the fi rm 
of Hubbell, Roth & Clark  
judged the marina in 

poor condition. They 
also rated it functionally 
obsolete for the needs of 
larger, wider craft typical 
of modern-day boaters.

A top-tier moderniza-
tion would cost $10 mil-
lion to $15 million, they 
said, which Park offi cials 
rejected as lofty.

The following year, the 
city contracted marina 
s p e c i a l i s t s  a t 
Abonmarche to redesign 
the facility without frills. 
The response, reported 
at the time, consisted of:

◆ widening boat slips 
on Pier 1, which forms 
the marina’s eastern, 
outer breakwall and 
main walkway, from the 
current 8½ feet to 10 
feet, resulting in the 
elimination of 12 wells;

◆ replacing dockside 
electrical and water lines 
and outlets on all five 
piers,

◆ raising the marina’s 
inner wall to better pro-

tect the mainland against 
fl ooding during high lake 
levels and

◆ making structural 
improvements as needed, 
including those revealed 
by divers.

Wells in Piers 2, 3, 4, 
and 5 are to remain con-
fi gured as of now.

The fi rst of two mutu-
ally exclusive underwa-
ter surveys of the marina 
revealed pier underpin-
nings to be in surpris-
ingly good shape.

A second survey to pin-
point the location of sub-
m e r g e d  s u p p o r t 
structures was delayed 
due to excessive growth 
of marine vegetation, 
which is why the latest 
report hasn’t been fin-
ished and delivered to 
city hall.

“We’re at the stage 
where they will propose 
a buildable design?” 
Recreation Chairman 
Mike Hindelang asked 
Craig.

“Yes,” he answered. 

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Marina report is late

See MARINA, page 5A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— New seats for the Carol 
C. Schaap Theatre at 
Windmill Pointe Park are 
being matched to the red 
coloration of the origi-
nals, but will be of slightly 
different design, allowing 
increased capacity.

A $65,000 donation 
from resident Paul 
Schaap, in the name of 
his late wife, for whom 
the theater is named, 
pays for the 77 new 
recliner seats. Seats 
replace the originals, the 
coverings of which 
became worn, torn and 
cracked from more than 
a decade of patrons 
watching fi rst-run fi lms 
in laid-back luxury.

New seats are being 
purchased from and 
instal led by Irwin 
Seating, a more than 
100-year-old provider of 
theater and classroom 
furniture based in Grand 
Rapids.

“With the style they are 
proposing to us, it will be 
a singular seat, not a love 
seat like we currently 
have,” said Chad Craig, 
director of parks and rec-
reation. “There will be 
fewer (mounting) brack-
ets, which is most likely 
going to allow us to add 
additional seating.”

Irwin edged out a com-
petitor from a state bor-
dering the Gulf of 
America.

“Part of the reason we 
chose to go with (Irwin) 
is they are closer,” Craig 

said. “Another company 
we were looking at is 
based out of Mississippi.”

Paul Schaap’s donation 
to replace the chairs was 
announced last October.

“What is the biggest 
hold up, the design?” 
Christina Buchanan, a 
member of the recreation 
commission, asked Craig 
during a Feb. 12 meeting. 
“(Is Irwin) not getting 
back to you?”

“We went back and 
forth a couple times with 
measurements,” Craig 
said. “The measurements 
we were taking didn’t 
seem to align with what 
they proposed. I didn’t 
feel comfortable with 
what they were putting in 
place, so I requested they 
have a site visit. I don’t 
like to rush. I don’t want 
to miss small pieces that 
come back after six 
months and say, ‘I wish 
we had done that’ or ‘We 
should have changed 
this.’”

Discussions with the 
manufacturer involved 
the type of seats, cover-
ing material and compli-
ance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act.

Craig said, “If every-
thing goes as planned 
and depending on the 
cost for removal and 
installation, I don’t antic-
ipate we’ll have any 
issues (with) seats being 
replaced at the latest in 
early May. Part of that 
depends on the color of 
the material.”

Schaap Theatre opened 
in 2015 at the Lavins 
Activity Center.

Movie seats 
maybe due by May
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

Worn seats in the Carol C. Schaap Theatre should 
be replaced this spring.
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CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — “The city was 
lucky enough to be ran-
domly selected for a 
post-election audit of the 

November presidential 
election,” said Chris 
Hardenbrook, city clerk/
assistant city manager. 

He’s held the position 
two years, while his pre-
decessor, who ran the 
city’s election opera-

tions since 2001, wasn’t 
once subject to an audit.  

“While the audit was a 
little bit of an annoy-
ance, it is kind of a nice 
way of getting a gold 
star and reassurance 
that we actually know 

what we’re doing and 
we’re doing it properly 
and correctly,” he said.

Conducted by the 
Wayne County Election 
Division Monday, Feb. 3, 
the City of Grosse Pointe 
specifi cally was selected 

for a post-election audit 
of precinct 1’s early vot-
ing site, which was held 
in city council cham-
bers.  

It concluded with a 
perfect evaluation, fi nd-
ing no errors. 

“Awesome job,” read a 
comment left by the 
auditors. “Perfect EV 
early voting audit. Hats 
off to the clerk, inspec-
tors and all that work to 
make early voting a suc-
cess.” 

Post-election audits 
are split between two 
components — proce-
dural and the balance.

The fi rst is an audit of 
the poll book, which cat-
alogs the day-to-day 
opening and closing pro-
cedures conducted by 
the election inspectors. 

Auditors evaluated 
whether the oaths and 
preparation certifi cates 
of oaths were conducted, 
zero tape was printed 
out and opening and 
closing procedures were 
conducted properly. For 
the security aspect, they 
assessed whether all 
voting equipment mate-
rials were properly 

sealed and documented 
and that the day-to-day 
security verification of 
sealed numbers was 
conducted and recorded 
properly. 

The second compo-
nent of the audit is a 
hand count of the presi-
dential race, comparing 
it to the daily hand-
recorded counts in the 
poll book tallied by the 
election inspector, as 
well as to the total veri-
fied by the Wayne 
C o u n t y  B o a r d  o f 
Canvassers. 

“Those all balanced 
a n d  m a t c h e d , ” 
Hardenbrook said. 

He credited the elec-
tion workers and fellow 
city staff, as election 
preparation typically is 
an all-hands-on-deck 
operation in the small 
municipality.  

“I think that speaks 
volumes,” City Manager 
Joe Valentine said of the 
auditors’ comments, “in 
terms of the attention to 
detail, the effort that’s 
put in (and) the caliber 
of people we have work-
ing on behalf of the elec-
tions.”

AHEE.COM   |    313 .886 .4600

A W A R D - W I N N I N G  A R T I S T R Y

S U P E R I O R  S E L E C T I O N
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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com

No Appointments Necessary for Oil ChangesLike us on 
Facebook
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*24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate. See Salesperson for details.  
Expires 2/28/25.

$129
per mo. 24 Months

$995*

Down

Purchase a 2025 for
$45,039 Stock #551460

2025 BLAZER EV LT2025 BLAZER EV LT
*

MONDAY, FEB. 24

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public School System Board of 
Education meeting, 7 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods City Council rescheduled 
meeting, 7 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Committee-of-the-Whole 
meeting, 7:15 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB. 25

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Planning Commission meet-
ing, 9 a.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Planning Commission meet-
ing, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 26

 ◆ Great Lakes Water Authority public hearing, 2 p.m. 
via Zoom or in person at 735 Randolph, 5th Floor, 
Detroit.

THURSDAY, FEB. 27

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public School System Skilled Trades 
Career Night, 6 to 8 p.m. at Grosse Pointe North High 
School, 707 Vernier, Grosse Pointe Woods.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Library Board of Trustees meeting, 
6:30 p.m. at Central Library, 10 Kercheval, Grosse 
Pointe Farms.

The Week 
Ahead

offi cers for interactions 
with individuals in men-
tal health crises, but also 
to provide viable options 
for de-escalation and 
connection to treatment 
other than arrest. 

For the time being, the 
position will be funded 
via a two-year commu-
nity policing grant 
through the Michigan 
Commission on Law 
Enforcement Standards. 

“We probably have 
enough (CIT cases) that 
she’s going to be doing 
the work of two or three 
people,” said John 
Alcorn, City public safety 
director, who spear-
headed the effort on 
behalf of the six commu-
nities. “It can vary. We 
could go six months and 
not have a CIT-related 
run and then we could 
have 10 in the next six 
months. 

“What we fi nd often is 
that we’ll get a person in 
mental health crisis and 
we’re there a lot for a 
long period of time and 
then it slows down 
again.” 

Conn has a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology 
from Calvin University, 
as well as certifi cations 
as a qualifi ed intellectual 
disabilities professional 
and children’s mental 
health professional. She 
previously served at a 
children’s residential 
facility in Lansing, as an 
emergency room mental 
health technician at 
Beaumont Hospital in 
Taylor and as a wrap-
around facilitator at The 
Guidance Center in 
Southgate. 

“I have always been 
really interested in the 
way that law enforce-

ment and mental health 
work together, which 
wasn’t very closely,” she 
said. “I even took a cou-
ple of law classes while I 
was in college and I was 
just hoping one day there 
would be some kind of 
push for the creation of a 
job, kind of like this one, 
that would be able to 
give individuals who are 
experiencing mental 
health crisis an opportu-
nity to get treatment 
instead of ending up in 
jail and possibly experi-
encing even further 
(physical) or mental 
health risks.”

Based out of the City’s 
headquarters on Mack, 
Conn will spend the 
majority of her time on 
the road with an offi cer 
responding to mental 
health-related calls and 
connecting those in need 
with resources available 
through the county and 
state.  

She anticipates a sig-
nificant percentage of 
cases regarding hoard-
ing, given the large 
senior population, and 
homelessness. 

“She’s going to work 
with us to train us, so we 
know some more about 
those resources in case 
we can’t get funding (fol-
lowing the two-year 
grant),” Alcorn said, add-
ing the intention is to 
secure future grants to 
maintain the program. 

An additional benefi t, 
he noted, will be the 
tracking and collection 
of CIT-related data in the 
communities. 

“My biggest hope is 
just to leave what I found 
better and have the 
police department feel 
more confi dent in their 
ability to service individ-
uals who are having 
mental health crises,” 
Conn said. “Honestly, 

opening their eyes to a 
more collaborative way 
to work with these indi-
viduals when it comes to 
their community. Having 
those resources in their 
back pocket and feeling 
confi dent and like, ‘Hey, 
I’ve got something for 
this,’ so that we can keep 
individuals who need 
that mental health help 
out of jail.”

To seek help regarding 

a mental health crisis, 
residents should call 911 
or their station’s non-
emergency number. 

“… I’m really excited 
to see where this takes 
Grosse Pointe,” Conn 
said, “and hopefully it 
bleeds into the cities sur-
rounding them and this 
could be something that 
becomes a regular posi-
tion for the entire state of 
Michigan.”

RESPOND:
Continued from page 1A

PHOTO COURTESY OF HEIDI KORTE

Woods recognizes volunteers
Grosse Pointe Woods held a reception Friday, Feb. 7, at Lochmoor Club to recognize volunteer members 
of the city’s commissions, committees and boards.
Pictured from left are Mayor Pro Tem Todd McConaghy, Mayor Arthur Bryant, Councilman Michael 
Koester, John Nichols (30 years on the planning commission), Laura Gaskin (10 years on the community 
tree commission), Councilwoman Vicki Granger, Councilman Jim Motschall, Councilwoman Angela 
Coletti Brown and Councilman Kenneth Gafa. Not pictured: Rebecca Veitengruber (10 years on the histor-
ical commission) and Barbara Janutol (20 years on the citizens’ recreation commission).

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

City scores perfect on post-election audit
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GET YOUR BEST
VACUUM VALUE AT 
BANK’S VACUUM
SUPERSTORES!

Better Service • Better Selection
Better Prices • Better Everything!

• All Brands! • All Budgets

10 Locations Including
GROSSE POINTE WOODS

20497 Mack Ave. between 7 & 8 Mile

313.881.0700
Buy Online! banksvac.com

Monday - Friday
10:00 - 6:00

Saturday 10:00 - 5:00

BANKS FREE & FAMOUS TUNE-UPS, REPAIRS,
AND SERVICE BENEFITS AFTER THE SALE!!

• REAL VACUUM EXPERTS  
• WE EXPLAIN EVERYTHING
• PRICE MATCH ON THE SPOT
• TRY BEFORE YOU BUY
• FREE ASSEMBLY
• FREE SMILES, MANNERS &
        COMMON COURTESY

WHY BUY AT BANKS?

022025

FAST
REPAIRS

SINCE 1956

15139 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE PARK

313-822-5800313-822-5800

106 Years

FREE Pick-up & Delivery in the Pointes

022025

BELDING
CLEANERS.COM

02
20

25

Your Comfort Is Our GoalYour Comfort Is Our Goal
•• HeatingHeating •• CoolingCooling •• Humidifi ers Humidifi ers 

•• Air CleanersAir Cleaners •• Rheem Air ConditionersRheem Air Conditioners

586-293-6883
PriebeMechanical.comPriebeMechanical.com

Heating & CoolingHeating & Cooling

CALL TODAY 
FOR FREE

QUOTE

Offering GeneratorsOffering Generators

022025

In 2019, shortly after 
moving from St. Louis to 
the Farms, Darraugh 
Collins reached out to 
Food Rescue US intend-
ing to volunteer and was 
told the nonprofit — 
which transfers surplus 
food from businesses to 
social service agencies — 
did not operate in 
Michigan. 

The person she spoke 
with asked if she’d be 
interested in starting a 
local chapter.

“They said, ‘You know 
what, you just get one 
food donor, find an 
agency and then you’re 
s t a r t e d , ’ ”  C o l l i n s 
recalled.

So she did.
The Farms resident 

started with a single 
donor — the Detroit 
Foundation Hotel, where 
her fi ance, Bob Lambert, 
was general manager. 

He’s also known as 
“my No. 1 volunteer,” 
Collins said. 

Six years later, Food 
Rescue US—Detroit now 
manages around 45 food 
donors and anywhere 
between 60 and 80 
receiving agencies. More 
than 100 food rescues 
take place each week, as 
far as Kalamazoo, Ann 
Arbor and Flint.

The chapter’s explo-
sion in growth is proof 
the model works.

Food donors — such as 
the Edsel & Eleanor Ford 
H o u s e ,  T h e  W a r 
Memoria l ,  Hi l ls ide 
Hearth and others in the 
Grosse Pointes — need 
only notify the organiza-
tion of a donation oppor-
tunity and a volunteer 
will collect it and deliver 
it to designated food pan-
tries, shelters and veter-
ans service facilities.

Fresh Farms Market, a 
mile away from Collins’ 
house, was one of the 
fi rst donors to sign up. 

Last October, the local 
grocer was honored for 
having donated more 
than 66,000 pounds of 
food. 

“We are not a sorting 
facility, so when our res-
cuers pick up food from 
the donor, they’re imme-
diately driving it to the 
receiving agency, so that 
food is getting out to the 
community that same 
day,” Collins said. “And 
so that’s a big part of 
why we’re able to handle 
a lot of highly perishable, 
really fresh, high-quality 
food.

“… And because we 
don’t have the expense 
of having those facilities, 
as long as we have rescu-
ers and we have donors 
and a receiving partner, 
we can be anywhere in 
the state.”

As founding site direc-
tor and the only paid 
staff member, Collins 
manages more than 100 
local active volunteers at 
any given time, though 
more than 700 are regis-
tered through the site. 

“I cover any rescue on 
our app that is not 
claimed, because I do not 

let food go to waste,” she 
added.

In addition to planning 
for the placement of two 
new community fridges 
locally, thanks to a 
Fridge the Gap grant, 
Collins’ current passion 
project within the orga-
nization is piloting power 
outage food rescues.

Last year, she began a 
partnership with Target, 
equipping Food Rescue 
Detroit with the ability to 
collect anywhere from 
10,000 to 50,000 pounds 
of food from a single 
location during an out-
age when the corpora-
tion otherwise would be 
required to toss its 
refrigerated and frozen 
goods. 

“We go in and we actu-
ally are clearing the 
shelves in Target,” 
Collins said. “We’re 
clearing their coolers, 
their freezers on the 
sales fl oor and often as 
well their walk-in cool-
ers and freezers in the 
back of the house. 

“These are amazing 
opportunities to get food 
into our community, 
because this is brand 

new food,” she empha-
sized. “This is food that 
you would have gone in 
and bought at Target, 
but all of a sudden can’t 
because they’ve lost 
power.”

Her current role feels 
somewhat full circle to 
Collins, who is a certifi ed 
pastry chef and in 
another life worked at 
the original Magnolia 
Bakery location in New 
York — featured in “Sex 
and the City” — and 
dreamed of opening her 
own bake shop.

However,  dreams 
change. 

“I had a health issue 
that I was trying to fi gure 
out,” she said, “and I 
think I had a struggle 
with baking and sweets 
and then thinking about, 
was this impacting my 
health and do I want to 
put that out there for 
other people if it’s 
impacting me?”

Still, she never fully 
left it behind. 

Nurturing a raised-bed 
garden in her yard 
helped her through a 
breast cancer diagnosis 
in 2023, and she has con-

tinued playing the role of 
baker for family and 
friends throughout the 
years.

“I wasn’t doing the 
pandemic sourdough 
because I was running a 
food rescue and so my 
schedule and other peo-

ple’s were fl ip-fl opped,” 
she said. “The pandemic 
was a really crazy time, 
so I wasn’t at home tak-
ing on new hobbies. Now 
I’m kind of getting 
around to the sourdough 
thing.”

She’s not writing off 

getting back into the 
culinary fi eld — a profes-
sion she says today is far 
more respectful to 
women than it was 20 
years ago — but for now 
feels placed exactly 
where she ought to be. 

“I always think, what 
was the plan in the uni-
verse to bring me back to 
this place?” she said. 
“Because I always had 
such an appreciation for 
food and feeding people 
and this is the work that 
I’m doing now. I do think 
about it a lot and the 
meaning of that.”

Beyond dedicating 
seven days a week to res-
cuing food for those who 
most need it, Collins’ 
belief system in sustain-
ability and environmen-
tal awareness bleeds into 
every area of her life.

She’s an advocate for 
how simple it is to com-
post and staunchly is 
sticking to a personal 
goal she set two years 
back to never take 
another plastic bag from 
a business again. 

“It absolutely informs 

and influences really 
every part of my day,” 
she said of the perspec-
tive Food Rescue US has 
brought into her life. “I 
feel like those things 
were in me, but this 
helped to draw them 
out.”

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Pointer founds, grows local food rescue nonprofit

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

From left, Darraugh Collins, Heidi Musser, Colleen Sweeney, Anna Moretto, Erin Baker, Everett Baker, 
Morgan McKimmy and Bob Lambert at the Detroit Grand Prix.

Darraugh Collins and fiance, Bob Lambert, restock 
the community fridge at Kercheval and Field Street.

theaters at Windmill 
Pointe Park’s Lavins 
Center. The other is the 
Carol C. Schaap Theatre.

Symptoms resembled 

the dreaded “screen of 
death,” a computer term 
describing fatal system 
errors represented by a 
monitor image shifting to 
blue.

“That means your com-
puter’s dead,” City 
Manager Nick Sizeland 

said.
“We had an audio-visual 

specialist looking it over 
at their shop,” said Chad 
Craig, director of parks 
and recreation. “They 
installed one for use tem-
porarily until they’re able 
to figure out exactly 

what’s going on with it.”
“Chad and I think it’s 

dead,” Sizeland said. “If 
it’s dead, it’s probably 
something I’ll bring to the 
city council in March. It 
probably will cost $30,000 
to $45,000.”

“A refurbished one 

would be $20,000, but 
you’re not getting a war-
ranty with it,” Craig said.

Due to the cost of 
repairs and replacement, 
buying a used, unwar-
ranted projector isn’t 
advised, Craig said.

“Refurbished doesn’t 

make a lot of sense,” he 
said. “You want another 
10-year warranty on it.”

Technicians indicated 
the projector simply wore 
out from 12 years usage. 
The warranty expired 
after 10 years.

“There’s nothing they 
can see that was any type 
of neglect or mainte-
nance issue,” Craig said. 
“In digital cinema, this 
stuff happens all the 
time.”

Even the original light 
bulb, which sells for 
between $500 and $750, 
lasted longer than 
expected.

“We’ve never had to 
replace that,” Craig said. 
“We replaced one in the 
Schaap Theatre, so that 
tells you this one has 
done its job.”

THEATER:
Continued from page 1A
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Life’s a journey. 
Find your way.

313.882.9600

“Just the feeling 
of knowing you’re not 
alone in this situation has 
been a big help.”  —  Sandy

meet me at the helm
Sandy joined the grief group at The Helm shortly after her 
husband, Tom, passed away. In addition to finding others who 
could support her and she support in return, Sandy made new 
friendships and discovered activities (especially field trips!) at 
The Helm that help her stay social and get out of the house.

visit:
helmlife.org

022025

02
20

25 313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods 48236

FREE!FREE!
Monitored

Smoke Detector
with purchase of

security alarm and
monitoring services.
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Grosse Pointe Farms

Left behind
The driver’s side front 

window of a vehicle 
parked on the street in the 
100 block of Ridge was 
smashed between 8 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 16, and 1:26 
a.m. the next morning.

A backpack containing 
clothing was removed but 
left in the middle of the 
roadway on Ridge. 

Ride to jail
A Lyft driver whose 

vehicle was stationary in 
the middle of Moran for 
an extended period of 
time around 2:49 a.m. 
Monday, Feb. 17, caught 
an offi cer’s attention due 
to ongoing vehicle break-
ins in the area.

Though the 44-year-old 
Detroit woman explained 
she was waiting for a pas-
senger, a LEIN check 
showed the woman had 
an active warrant out of 
Warren for an assault and 
battery charge.

She was arrested and 
turned over to Warren 
offi cers. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 

Farms Public Safety, (313) 
885-2100.

City of Grosse Pointe

Nice try
Two checks bearing 

the name of an organiza-
tion in the 17000 block 
of Mack were fraudu-
lently attempted to be 
cashed at 5 p.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 11.

Intoxicated
A 46-year-old Detroit 

woman was arrested for 
driving while intoxicated 
at 1 a.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 12, after being 
pulled over at Jefferson 
and University for driv-
ing without headlights 
and multiple equipment 
issues.

Happy 
Valentine’s

Four bottles of Jack 
Daniel’s honey whiskey, 
totaling $112, were sto-

len from a business in 
the 17000 block of 
Kercheval at 10:25 a.m. 
Friday, Feb. 14. 

The thief appears to be 
the same suspect who 
stole liquor from the 
business on two occa-
sions in December, and 
is described as a white 
man around 50 years 
old.

An investigation is 
ongoing. 

Counterfeit bills
A man passed 10 coun-

terfeit $100 dollar bills 
over the course of three 
t r a n s a c t i o n s  a t 
Lululemon in The Village 
at 2:15 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 15.

Consequences 
A 54-year-old Grosse 

Pointe woman was 
arrested for drunken 
driving while at home at 
11:55 p.m. Monday, Feb. 
17, after offi cers received 
a report of a hit and run 
accident. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Park

Unlocked 
entries

A small black flash-
light was stolen from an 
unlocked vehicle parked 
overnight Monday, Feb. 
10, in the driveway of a 
house in the 700 block of 
Trombley.

That same night, $5 in 
change was taken out of 
an unlocked vehicle 
parked in a driveway in 
the 1300 block of 
Audubon.

Porch pirate
A package containing 

an Apple iPhone 16 was 
stolen off the porch of a 
house in the 1300 block 
of Yorkshire the morn-
ing of Friday, Feb. 14, 

according to police.

Warrants, etc.
Shortly before 10 a.m. 

Friday, Feb. 14, public 
safety offi cers responded 
to a report of a man 
sleeping in a vehicle 
parked in the 1300 block 
of Three Mile Drive.

Offi cers identifi ed him 
as a 42-year-old resident.

“(He was) found to 
have a Park warrant for 
his arrest,” police said.

The next day in the 
lobby of the public safety 
b u i l d i n g ,  o f f i c e r s 
arrested a homeless, 
43-year-old male visitor.

“(He was) found to be 
an absconder from 
parole,” police said.

ID thefts
Two residents reported 

being victims of identity 
theft last week.

O n e  d i s c o v e r e d 
charges totaling $2,952 
for fraudulent purchases 
made on an account at 
Green Mountain Energy 

in Houston.
The other discovered 

an unauthorized $200 
transaction on her bank 
checking account for a 
purchase at Walmart.

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public 
Safety Department, 
(313) 822-7400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Nothing to report per 
dispatch.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about crime to Grosse 
Pointe Shores Public 
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Nothing to report per 
dispatch.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about crime to Grosse 
Pointe Woods Public 
Safety, (313) 343-2400.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

“We should be pretty 
close. Part of that’s going 
to be with the structural 
survey and seeing results 
on how many pilings we 
have, if any additional 
need to be had.”

“This is kind of an 
intermediate step before 
we get to a (buildable) 
plan?”  Hindelang asked.      

“Yes,” Craig said, add-
ing, “We’ll have the struc-
tural survey draft within 
the next week or two to 
review. A joint permit 
application is underway.”

Abonmarche’s design-
ers haven’t been commis-
sioned to redesign the 
entrance.

“ I t ’ s  crumbl ing , ” 
Buchanan said. “If that 
could be rebuilt now, 
you’re not spending good 
money after bad. It would 
be part of (overall reno-
vations). It’s getting 
worse every year.”

“It’s worth talking 
about,” Hindelang said.

“That should be pitched 
to the company,” said 
Commissioner Michael 
Bannon, elected Feb.3 as 
vice chairman. “Is there 

anything that precludes 
doing it?”

“The cost difference — 
if we’re doing it all at 
once versus piecing it 
g o i n g  f o r w a r d , ” 
Hindelang said.

MARINA:
Continued from page 2A

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — Because use 
o f  C o m m u n i t y 
Development Block 
Grant federal funding is 
signifi cantly restricted, 
the Pointes long have 
passed along their annu-
al allocation to local se-
nior service providers, 
but offi cials in the Farms 
are predicting a coming 
change in the status quo. 

Though communities 
at one time received as 
much as six fi gures in 
CDBG funding, recent 
years have seen each 
Pointe split its $20,000 
allocation between The 
Helm and Pointe Area 
Assisted Transportation 
Services, or PAATS, 
which provides trans-
portation for seniors. 

Farms city council last 
Monday unanimously 
voted to do so again in 

2025, with the caveat 
that next year it will 
explore other options. 

T h e  c a t a l y s t  i s 
November’s passage of 
a six-year, 0.35-mill 
senior services millage, 
which is expected to 
bring in around $1.2 
million of taxpayer 
money annually to The 
Helm. 

“We had that discus-
sion this year knowing 
that additional dollars 
were coming in for The 
Helm through the senior 
m i l l a g e  t h a t  w a s 
recently approved,” City 
Manager Shane Reeside 
said. “However, that 
millage will be levied 
with our summer taxes, 
so those dollars really 
will be made available 
at the very tail end of 
the calendar year. So 
the thought was that 
this (CDBG) allocation, 
in a sense, will make 
them whole for the cur-

rent fi scal year.”
Because it has the 

highest taxable value 
among the Pointes, the 
Farms will contribute 
the greatest dollar 
amount to the millage — 
$362,110 in 2025.

“I am totally a major 
supporter of The Helm 
with my mother going 
there several times a 
week for their wonder-
f u l  p r o g r a m s , ” 
C o u n c i l m a n  J o h n 
Gillooly said, “However 
… I ask the administra-
tion to defi nitely explore 
alternative use of the 
block grant funds, espe-
cially as the city of 
Grosse Pointe Farms is 

expected to contribute 
more than $362,000 and 
that number is probably 
going to go up, quite 
frankly, given the likeli-
hood of taxable values 
in our good city increas-
ing.”

Other council mem-
bers echoed the same 
sentiment, including 
Mayor Pro Tem Beth 
Konrad Wilberding, 
who was appointed dur-
ing the same meeting as 
the city’s representative 
to the Active Adult 
Commission, which will 
oversee use of the senior 
service millage funds. 

She stated intention to 
broach the topic of 

CDBG funding during 
the commission’s first 
meeting, which has yet 
to be scheduled. 

“This is appropriate I 
think,” Councilman Lev 
Wood said of this year’s 
CDBG allocation to The 
Helm. “This time next 
year, I guess I would 
have an opposite feel-
ing. I think that The 

Helm probably doesn’t 
deserve it because, 
frankly, they’re getting 
all that money from the 
millage.” 

The CDBG grant’s 
main purpose is to be 
used to benefi t areas of 
the community that are 
considered low and 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

CDBG funds vs. senior millage

See FUNDS, page 8A



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, FEBRUARY 20, 2025

6A  |  OPINION

POINTES OF VIEW
GR

O
SS

E 
PO

IN
TE

  l
  G

RO
SS

E 
PO

IN
TE

 F
AR

M
S 

 l 
 G

RO
SS

E 
PO

IN
TE

 P
AR

K 
 l 

 G
RO

SS
E 

PO
IN

TE
 S

H
O

RE
S 

 l 
 G

RO
SS

E 
PO

IN
TE

  W
O

O
DS

 

GROSSE POINTE 7-DAY
WEATHER FORECAST
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February 20 – 26

Weather data courtesy of Channel 4, WDIV Detroit • ClickOnDetroit.com

Valued
Dear Writers & Editors:

Yesterday I sent in my renewal for the next 
three years. In times of national chaos it is 
grounding every week to have your collabora-
tive, creative efforts land on my doorstep. Too 
many Michigan towns have lost the connectiv-
ity only possible through a good, local paper. 
Although my husband and I subscribe to sev-
eral national news sources, we want to know 
what our neighbors are thinking and accom-
plishing. Independent, quality local news 
sources with your public pledge of providing 
balanced journalism are becoming danger-
ously extinct. As a liberal, I sometimes chafe 
over the conservative slants in the Grosse 
Pointe News, but the “Letters to the Editor” 
section is our community’s open forum for any 
corrections or counterpoints.

Years ago, I’d fl ip to the obits and do a quick 
scan. Now, my family and I watch the movies, 
prepare the recipes, book the plays, try the res-
taurants, clip/stack the comic and puzzle pages 
for our younger visitors. Although we may dis-
agree, we read your editorials, features and 
news coverage, understanding that our area 
has a blend of views. This is our home.

Our block is half Harris supporters and half 
Trump supporters. My half is in serious mourn-
ing mode, but was relieved to see a liberal shift 
refl ected in your city-by-city local and national 
election reports. It was a close election with 
shockwaves continuing to touch both sides. 
Yet, on our street, we still gather together at 
neighborhood parties, exchange food/gifts, 
take joy in each other’s kids and animals. We 
all pitch in when there is trouble. Small towns, 
city neighborhoods and volunteerism are the 
core strength of everything good about 
America and your publication fosters that at a 
time when both sides need it most.

For many of us, the national news is chilling 
and well, we aren’t sleeping well at night. I 
thought about all of this but then felt at my 
core that it’s the writers, the fi ne and perform-
ing artists that will interpret this moment with 
us. We don’t know the future, but history 
shows the creative arts open our eyes and hold 
our hands through uncertainty and chaos. 
Both political sides are in for the long haul. We 
have a good source of local news with comfort-
ing features while we keep our eyes wide open 
for what is to come. 

LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes letters to the editor. 

All letters should be typed and signed with the writer’s full 

name and local address, as well as a daytime telephone 

number for verifi cation or questions. Letters longer than 

300 words may be edited for length. All letters may be

edited for content. We reserve the right to refuse any

letter. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. Monday. Letters 

may be submitted via email to editor@grossepointenews.

com or by fi lling out the letters form on our website, 

grossepointenews.com.
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(Editor’s note: In recognition of Black History 
Month, the Grosse Pointe News is honored to reprint 
the speech Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. delivered in 
Grosse Pointe March 14, 1968, which was exactly 
three weeks before his assassination in Memphis, 
Tenn. Here is Part II. Part I appeared last week and 
Part III will be printed Feb. 27.)

T
he ultimate logic of racism is genocide, 
and if one says that one is not good 
enough to have a job that is a solid quality 
job, if one is not good enough to have ac-
cess to public accommodations, if one is 
not good enough to have the right to vote, 

if one is not good enough to live next door to him, if one 
is not good enough to marry his daughter because of his 
race. Then at that moment that person is saying that 
that person who is not good to do all of this is not fi t to 
exist or to live. And that is the ultimate logic of racism. 
And we’ve got to see that this still exists in American so-
ciety. And until it is removed, there will be people walk-
ing the streets of life and living in their humble dwell-
ings feeling that they are nobody, feeling that they have 
no dignity and feeling that they are not respected. The 
fi rst thing that must be on the agenda of our nation is to 
get rid of racism.

Secondly, we’ve got to get rid of two or three myths 
that still pervade our nation. One is the myth of time. 
I’m sure you’ve heard this notion. It is the notion that 
only time can solve the problem of racial injustice. And 
I’ve heard it from many sincere people. They’ve said 
to the negro and/to his allies in the white community 
you should slow up, you’re pushing things too fast, 
only time can solve the problem. And if you’ll just be 
nice and patient and continue to pray, in a hundred or 
two hundred years the problem will work itself out. 
There is an answer to that myth. It is that time is neu-
tral. It can be used either constructively or destruc-
tively. And I’m sad to say to you tonight I’m absolutely 
convinced that the forces of ill will in our nation, the 
forces on the wrong side in our nation, the extreme 
righteous of our nation have often used time much 
more effectively than the forces of good will and it may 
well be that we may have to repent in this generation 
not merely for the vitriolic words of the bad people 
who will say bad things in a meeting like this or who 
will bomb a church in Birmingham, Alabama, but for 
the appalling silence and indifference of the good peo-
ple who sit around and say wait on time. 

Somewhere we must come to see that human prog-
ress never rolls in on the wheels of inevitability, it 
comes through the tireless efforts and the persistent 
work of dedicated individuals who are willing to be 
co-workers with God and without this hard work time 
itself becomes an ally of the primitive forces of social 
stagnation. And so we must always help time and real-
ize that the time is always right to do right.

Now there is another myth and that is the notion that 
legislation can’t solve the problem that you’ve got to 
change the heart and naturally I believe in changing 
the heart. I happen to be a Baptist preacher and that 
puts me in the heart changing business and Sunday 
after Sunday I’m preaching about conversion and the 
need for the new birth and re-generation. I believe that 
there’s something wrong with human nature. I believe 
in original sin not in terms of the historical event but 
as the mythological category to explain the universal-
ity of evil, so I’m honest enough to see the gone-wrong-
ness of human nature so naturally I’m not against 
changing the heart and I do feel that that is the half 
truth involved here, that there is some truth in the 
whole question of changing the heart. We are not 
going to have the kind of society that we should have 

Remembering 
MLK in GP

until the white person treats the negro right — 
not because the law says it but because it’s natu-
ral because it’s right and because the black man 
is the white man’s brother. I’ll be the fi rst to say 
that we will never have a truly integrated soci-
ety, a truly colorless society until men and 
women are obedient to the unenforceable. But 
after saying that, let me point out the other side. 
It may be true that morality cannot be legislated, 
but behavior can be regulated. It may be true 
that the law cannot change the heart but it can 
restrain the heartless. It may be true that the law 
can’t make a man love me, but it can restrain 
him from lynching me, and I think that’s pretty 
important also.

And so while legislation may not change the 
hearts of men, it does change the habits of men 
when it’s vigorously enforced and when you 
change the habits of people pretty soon attitudes 
begin to be changed and people begin to see that 
they can do things that fears caused them to feel 
that they could never do. And I say that there’s 
a need still for strong civil rights legislation in 
various areas. There’s legislation in Congress 
right now dealing with the whole question of 
housing and equal administration of justice and 
these things are very important for I submit to 
you tonight that there is no more dangerous 
development in our nation than the constant 
building up of predominantly negro central cit-
ies ringed by white suburbs. This will do nothing 
but invite social disaster. And this problem has 
to be dealt with - some through legislation, some 
through education, but it has to be dealt with in 
a very concrete and meaningful manner.

Now let me get back to my point. I’m going to 
fi nish my speech. I’ve been trying to think about 
what I’m going to preach about tomorrow down 
to Central Methodist Church in the Lenten series 
and I think I’ll use as the text, “Father forgive 
them for they know not what they do.”

I want to deal with another myth briefl y which 
concerns me and I want to talk about it very hon-
estly and that is over-reliance on the bootstrap 
philosophy. Now certainly it’s very important for 
people to engage in self-help programs and do 
all they can to lift themselves by their own boot-
straps. Now I’m not talking against that at all. I 
think there is a great deal that the black people 
of this country must do for themselves and that 

James A. Brown submitted these photos following 
last Sunday’s snowfall, which dropped around 3 
inches of the white stuff on the Pointes. Above, 
plows were in full force following Sunday’s burst of 
snow. Right, an anonymous dog walker in the 
Farms bundled up during the weekend to make sure 
her furry friend got some exercise.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JAMES A. BROWN
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See MLK, page 7A

See LETTERS, page 8A
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I
’ll miss the penny.

I’ll miss it as I 
would other things 
that are expected 
to be constants in 
life.

I’ll miss once or twice 
per year pulling out my 
gallon jar of loose change 
and counting stacks of 10 
pennies each, lining them 
up in rows of fi ve on a level 
surface and stuffi ng them 
into penny rolls still given 
out at the bank at which 
I’ve had an account since 

grade school.
President Donald 

Trump said it no longer 
makes sense to mint pen-
nies. Production costs 
exceed three cents per 
penny, a waste of money. 
Discontinuing pennies has 
been talked about for 
years, but with Trump, 
action can be expected to 
follow.

It always amazes me 
how much money I accrue 
each year by emptying my 
pockets of coins each day 
and dropping them in that 
jar.

After wrapping coins, I 
have to wash my hands. 
Coins are dirty, appar-
ently, as is paper currency, 
supposedly. Ever soak an 
old, tarnished penny in 
Coca-Cola? They come out 
shiny. Doesn’t take long, 

either.
After one of my grand-

mothers died, I was sur-
prised and touched to 
discover she’d collected 
one penny minted and 
stamped for each year of 
my life. We always got 
along. Many of my best 
memories are of spending 
summers with her in a 
small, crossroads town on 
the edge of nowhere. It 
was a great town. There 
were three railroads, a 
river that ran in all kinds of 
directions, a dam, covered 
bridges, an old stone 
works and a state park 
with a fi re lookout tower.

But I never suspected 
my grandmother regularly 
rummaged through 

bunches of dirty pennies 
to tally my existence.

I learned a major lesson 
from her which I employ 
to this day: Never climb or 
descend stairs empty-
handed. There’s always 
something that needs to be 
taken up or down stairs.

Those country boys 
from my youth were forces 
of nature. There were 
three of them. Confi dent, 
independent and self-reli-
ant. We explored together, 
shot BB guns together, 
went to the Dog ’n’ Suds 
together for the best root 
beer I’ve ever had and 
played golf at a nine-hole 
course down a hill, across 
a railroad track at the edge 
of town. They had the 

most fl uid swings I’ve ever 
seen. Two became pros. 
One is the women’s golf 
coach at a Big Ten univer-
sity. Not a fake Big Ten 
school that joined the con-
ference to feed off televi-
sion revenue. A real one.

I’ll miss wrapping pen-
nies in the same way I miss 
making mix tapes. You 
know what I mean. Going 
to the store to buy a pack-
age of blank cassette 
tapes, preferably 90-min-
utes long each side. Then 
spending hours planning 
and implementing record-
ing sessions of songs with 
a particular theme or 
mood.

An upbeat tape was for 
parties. A collection of 
songs with steady, almost 
windshield wiper cadences 
fi t the bill for playing while 
driving long distances. 
Those were essential when 

heading out West or back 
East. Maybe I’m thinking 
about this now because 
the other day I found 
myself looking at satellite 
imagery of a rest stop on 
eastbound I-70 near Idaho 
Springs, Colo. I’d stopped 
in town on a summer after-
noon to buy gasoline and 
be interviewed by pay 
phone for a job in the mar-
keting department of an 
area department store 
chain, not Hudson’s. I 
didn’t get it, which was 
fi ne because I had a job.

Of greater importance 
was wetting my feet in 
what I presumed were 
cold waters of the swiftly 
moving Colorado River a 
few feet off the rest stop.

My guess about the 
water temperature was 
right, but I had the wrong 

Kyle Hecht, MSF 
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nobody else can do for them. And we must see the 
other side of this question. I remember the other day 
I was on a plane and a man starting talking with me 
and he said I’m sympathetic toward what you’re trying 
to do, but I just feel that you people don’t do enough 
for yourself and then he went on to say that my prob-
lem is, my concern is that I know of other ethnic 
groups, many of the ethnic groups that came to this 
country and they had problems just as negroes and yet 
they did the job for themselves, they lifted themselves 
by their own bootstraps. 

Why is it that negroes can’t do that? And I looked at 
him and I tried to talk as understanding as possible but 
I said to him, it does not help the negro for unfeeling, 
sensitive white people to say that other ethnic groups 
that came to the country maybe a hundred or a hun-
dred and fi fty years voluntarily have gotten ahead of 
them and he was brought here in chains involuntarily 
almost three hundred and fi fty years ago. I said it 
doesn’t help him to be told that and then I went on to 
say to this gentlemen that he failed to recognize that 
no other ethnic group has been enslaved on American 
soil. Then I had to go on to say to him that you failed 
to realize that America made the black man’s color a 
stigma. Something that he couldn’t change. Not only 
was the color a stigma, but even linguistic then stig-
matic conspired against the black man so that his color 

was thought of as something very evil. If you open 
Roget’s Thesaurus and notice the synonym for black 
you’ll fi nd about a hundred and twenty and most of 
them represent something dirty, smut, degrading, low, 
and when you turn to the synonym for white, about 
130, all of them represent something high, pure, chaste. 
You go right down that list. And so in the language a 
white life is a little better than a black life. Just follow. 
If somebody goes wrong in the family, we don’t call 
him a white sheep, we call him a black sheep. And then 
if you block some body from getting somewhere you 
don’t say they’ve been whiteballed, you say they’ve 
been blackballed. And just go down the line. It’s not 
whitemail, it’s blackmail. I tell you this to seriously say 
that the nation made the black man’s color a stigma 
and then I had to say to my friend on the plane another 
thing that is often forgotten in this country. That 
nobody, no ethnic group has completely lifted itself by 
its own bootstraps. I can never forget that the black 
man was free from the bondage of physical slavery in 
1863. He wasn’t given any land to make that freedom 
meaningful after being held in slavery 244 years. And 
it was like keeping a man in prison for many many 
years and then coming to see that he is not guilty of the 
crime for which he was convicted. Alright good night 
and God bless you.

And I was about to say that to free, to have freed the 
negro from slavery without doing anything to get him 
started in life on a sound economic footing, it was 
almost like freeing a man who had been in prison many 
years and you had discovered that he was unjustly con-

victed of, that he was innocent of the crime for which 
he was convicted and you go up to him and say now 
you’re free, but you don’t give him any bus fare to get 
to town or you don’t give him any money to buy some 
clothes to put on his back or to get started in life again. 
Every code of jurisprudence would rise up against it. 
This is the very thing that happened to the black man 
in America. And then when we look at it even deeper 
than this, it becomes more ironic. We’re reaping the 
harvest of this failure today. While America refused to 
do anything for the black man at that point, during that 
very period, the nation, through an act of Congress, was 
giving away millions of acres of land in the west and the 
mid-west, which meant that it was willing to under gird 
its white peasants from Europe with an economic fl oor. 
Not only did they give the land, they built land grant 
colleges for them to learn how to farm. Not only that it 
provided county agents to further their expertise in 
farming and went beyond this and came to the point of 
providing low interest rates for these persons so that 
they could mechanize their farms, and today many of 
these persons are being paid millions of dollars a year 
in federal subsidies not to farm and these are so often 
the very people saying to the black man that he must 
lift himself by his own bootstraps. I can never think ... 
Senator Eastland, incidentally, who says this all the 
time gets $125,000 a year, not to farm on various areas 
of his plantation down in Mississippi. And yet he feels 
that we must do everything for ourselves. Well that 
appears to me to be a kind of socialism for the rich and 
rugged hard individualistic capitalism for the poor.

Pennies

MLK:
Continued from page 6A

I  S AY  By Brad Lindberg

See PENNIES, page 8A
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Above, Michigan State 
Police cruisers line 
Lakeshore in front of St. 
Paul on the Lake 
Catholic Church. Right,
troopers perform a 21-
gun salute at the end of 
the memorial service for 
Michigan State Police 
officer Daniel Kerstetter. fi

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

The memorial service
for Michigan State Police
Motor Carrier Officer 
Daniel Murray Kerstetter 
was held at St. Paul on
the Lake Catholic Church 
Friday, Sept. 20.

Kerstetter, a resident
of the City of Grosse
Pointe, passed away 
from injuries sustained

when his patrol vehicle
was struck by another 
motorist while he was 
conducting a traffic stop fi
on the side of north-
bound I-75 in Lincoln 
Park around 8:30 a.m. 
Friday, Sept. 13.

Fellow officers came
from far and wide to pay 
their respects — includ-

ing from his home state 
of New York and as far 
as North Carolina. Along 
with a 21-gun salute, the
service included a fly-
over by an MSP helicop-
ter, bagpipes and a finalfi
radio call for Officer 
Kerstetter. 

Previously having 
worked as an assistant 

equipment manager for 
the Detroit Red Wings
and then as a carpenter, 
Kerstetter joined the 
MSP as a motor carrier 
offi cer in early 2023.

He is survived by his 
wife, Katie, and three
children, and was prede-
ceased by his daughter,
Reagan Murray.

Fallen MSP officer laid to rest

The League of Women
Voters of Grosse Pointe
will host a panel discus-
sion on the senior ser-
vices millage proposal
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 8, at the 
W a y n e  C o u n t y 
Community College audi-
torium, 19305 Vernier, 
Harper Woods. This pro-
posal will be on the ballot
for the Nov. 5 election.

Specifically, voters in 
the Grosse Pointes and
Harper Woods will con-
sider a six-year, 0.35 mill-
age proposal to fund 
essential senior services. 
If passed by the voters, 
this millage will provide
necessary resources and 
support to promote and
protect the health and 
well-being of senior resi-
dents in the community.

The three panelists are:
◆ Prudence Cole-

Klimisch, president emer-
itus, The Helm
◆ T h o m a s  H .

Jankowski, Ph.D., interim 
director, Institute of 
Gerontology, Wayne 
State University
◆ Krista Siddall, execu-

tive director, The Helm
Panelists will respond 

to questions from the 

Program 
on senior 
services 
millage
proposal

CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE — “The city 
council sets the broad
brushstroke of the goals
and the strategic direc-
tion, because we act like 
the board of directors 
who lead in a corpora-
tion,” Mayor Sheila
Tomkowiak said to set
the stage for the city 
council’s annual list of 
goals. “The city manager 
behaves as the CEO and
they’re the ones who exe-
cute on that.”

Council this month set 
four overarching goals
for 2025, the first of 
which Tomkowiak said
takes priority over the

City 
sets
goals
for 2025
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— It’s been said before—
and it will be said again: 
There’s nothing more in-
teresting than a hole in 
the ground.

Whether it’s the Grand
Canyon or a ditch being
dug at the corner of 
Maumee and Bishop in 
Grosse Pointe Park,
there’s what criminal
defense attorneys call an
irresistible impulse to 
look over the edge.

In Arizona, erosion
coalescing into what is 
now the Colorado River 
formed the mile-deep 
canyon. On Maumee, a 

construction crew is
replacing a water main. 
Formation of the canyon 
required an estimated 70 
million years.

Work on Maumee isn’t 
budgeted to take that 
long.

Efforts by a crew from
low-bidder Bidigare 
Contractors is part of this
summer’s replacement of 
2,300 feet of water main
in three locations of the
city: between Bishop and 
Harvard on Maumee, on
Beaconsfield from Vernor fi
to Mack Avenue and to 
provide redundant sup-
ply to Defer Elementary 
School.

O l d ,  c o r r o s i o n -
impeded cast iron pipes 

are being replaced by 
larger plastic ones.

“There was a very small 
water main on Maumee,” 
City Manager Nick 
Sizeland said. “It was 
below today’s industry 
standards. We thought it 
was important to update 
it to standards.”

In Councilman Max
Wiener’s monthly report 
from the Infrastructure 
Committee, of which he 
is chairman, he charac-
terized the old Maumee 
main as “the source of 
past service interrup-
tions.”

Along with replacing 
water mains, crews are

Working on water mains
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Under 
guidance
from a
crew mate, 
the opera-
tor of an
excavator 
carefully 
positions 
the boom
between a 
water line,
at lower 
left, a man-
hole open-
ing and an-
other un-
derground 
utility line.

PHOTO BY 
BRAD 

LINDBERG
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ally and effectively within 
the framework of a park 
system master plan.

Master plans are 
required of Michigan 
municipalities, but not for 
parks departments.

“A master plan is a high-
level document,” said 
Mike Hindelang, chair-
man of the recreation 
commission. “The inten-
tion of this project is to 
strategically look at where 
we want the city’s parks 

and recreation offerings 
to be in 10 or 15 years so 
that we can make more 
informed decisions and 
(the recreation director) 
can ensure we’re making 
the best use of the 
resources we have.”

“This is going to set the 
way,” said Chad Craig, 
director of parks and rec-
reation.

It is almost certain that 
an outside consultant will 
be retained to help draft 
the department’s first 
master plan.

“Realistically, this 
would fall into next (fi s-

cal) year’s budget,” 
Hindelang said.

The fiscal year starts 
July 1.

“If we had our master 
plan fi nally approved 12 
months after we started, I 
would be very pleased,” 
Hindelang said.

Master plans are mal-
leable. They can be 
changed with the times.

“There are many things 
we rightfully take pride 
in,” Hindelang said. “Now 
we have to fi gure out how 
to keep them and (decide 
if) we need everything we 
have. Is there a desire to 

change?”
He cited the relatively 

sudden demand for pick-
leball courts.

“Pickleball didn’t exist 
10 years ago,” Hindelang 
said. “Now, we’re convert-
ing tennis courts to pick-
leball courts. The desires 
of the community will 
change. We want to make 
sure we have fl exibility for 
that while keeping every-
thing in the best shape we 
can.”

As with the city’s mas-
ter plan, which was 
updated in 2022, the parks 
system plan is expected to 
benefi t from recommen-
dations by members of 
the public during commu-
nity engagement sessions 
in addition to commission 
and council meetings.

Stakeholders also will 
have a say. Chief among 
those is the Grosse Pointe 
Park Foundation, a non-
profit, privately funded 
charitable organization 
founded in 1984.

The foundation has 
donated most of its 
resources to facilities in 
Patterson and Windmill 
Pointe parks. Witness the 
Tompkins Center and 
Lavins Activity Center at 
Windmill and Patterson’s 
ice rink and boardwalk.

The lack of an overall, 
cohesive vision for the 
parks system is one rea-
son foundation members 
found themselves at cross 
purposes last year regard-
ing the replacement of an 
aging wooden playscape 
at Patterson. It didn’t 

require much resistance 
from preservationists to 
convince the foundation 
to change course and 
donate a new one to 
Windmill Pointe Park, but 
the dustup was loud and 
emotional.

“With the kindness of 
the foundation and the 
projects they take on, they 
will be able to see what 
(the parks are) able to 
handle, what it will need 
and what they can help us 
with,” Craig said. “(The 
master plan) will help give 
the foundation ideas for 
future projects, fi gure out 
what we need to work on 
and what our residents 
want.”

“This ties in with some 
of the things we talked 
about tonight,” said 
Hindelang during the Feb. 
12 commission meeting. 
“How (does) the board-
walk fi t into the long-term 
plans of the future? Do we 
want to keep it as it is and 
rehab it? Do we want to 
expand it, remove it or 
turn it into something 
else?”

He also cited the 
gazebo; some of the con-
crete steps, decorative 
Pewabic tiles and wood 
roof supports are cracked, 
missing and decayed.

“The gazebo: Are we 
going to look at this as an 
event venue or as a part of 
the passive park that is 
Patterson?” Hindelang 
said.

That led him to a more 
fundamental issue.

“Does Patterson remain 

a  pass ive  park?” 
Hindelang said. “Is there a 
different vision for it? Do 
we have the right amount 
of parking? All these 
things are issues we heard 
about tonight that a mas-
ter plan will help us make 
recommendations to 
Chad and the council.”

“It will be a tremendous 
educational tool for resi-
dents,” Commissioner 
Mike Bannon said. 
“Everyone will under-
stand what things cost 
and that we have to make 
priorities, just like your 
home budget. I don’t think 
people think about that 
much.”

Another planning mat-
ter is the long-term cost of 
maintaining donated 
items, such as the 
Patterson boardwalk and 
Windmill fountain.

“We have to keep in 
mind to maintain the 
things we choose,” 
Commissioner Christina 
Buchanan said.

“We’re at a time now 
when quite a lot of things 
are aging,” Craig said.

“We are near the end of 
life spans or major 
refreshes on a lot of sig-
nificant items, which 
makes it all the more 
important to do the mas-
ter plan now,” Hindelang 
said. “How we address 
those and what type of 
things we’re looking for 
and coordinating all of 
that on the master plan 
front will help give (the 
recreation department) 
guidance.”

PLAN:
Continued from page 1A

moderate income — 
meaning, in which 51 
percent or more of the 
households earn less 
than 80 percent of the 
area’s median income. 

There isn’t such a cen-
sus track in the Farms, 
though senior services 
also have been an allow-
able CDBG category. 

“In the past, barrier-
free access was some-
thing that it could be 
used for,”  Reeside 
noted, “so if you put in a 
barrier-free ramp some-
where in the commu-
nity, that might be an 
eligible expense.

“We will definitely 
explore other options 
going forward.” 

The Farms has allo-
cated a portion of 
CDBG funding to The 
H e l m ,  f o r m e r l y 
Services for  Older 
Citizens, since at least 
2009. Since Wayne 
County modified the 
program significantly 
in 2019, it annually has 
allocated $14,000 to 
The Helm and an addi-
tional $6,000 to PAATS.

Continued from page 5A

FUNDS:

river. Clear Creek is in 
Idaho Springs. The 
Colorado River doesn’t 
come down from the 
north and guide the high-

way until Dotsero, more 
than 100 miles west. I 
fi lled an empty Pepsi bot-
tle against the current. 
Within a few hours, as I 
drove east down the 
Rockies past Denver 
toward the flat, open 
plains, a thin layer of sed-

iment settled on the bot-
tom. I emptied it in my 
parent’s garden, where I 
often deposited little geo-
logical keepsakes, includ-
i n g  a  f o o t - w i d e , 
heart-shaped rock from 
the dry riverbed of Rio 
Salado, the Salt River, 

under the Scottsdale Road 
bridge in Phoenix.

I’ll miss making mix 
tapes of one-hit wonders, 
new wave music, hair 
metal, art rock, alterna-
tive and sometimes with a 
little funk thrown in — 
can’t do without Midnight 

Star’s “Freakazoid” (“I’ll 
be your freakazoid, c’mon 
and wind me up”) and 
“No Parking on the Dance 
Floor” (“If you don’t get a 
move on that body, I’ll be 
forced to give you a ticket. 
So get with it. Beep 
beep”).

PENNIES:
Continued from page 7A

So after waking up this morn-
ing and making my decision to 
renew for another three years, I 
wanted you to know why. Your 
work is valued. If the small towns 
across Michigan and the other 49 
states regained an independent, 
balanced, fact-based, non-parti-
san weekly paper, geared to their 
regions like the Grosse Pointe 
News is trying to provide for us, 
America truly would be great 
again. That is my hope.

TUDI HARWOOD
Grosse Pointe Farms

Gratitude
To the Editor:

With the recent storm and 
multi-day snowfall, I want to 
express my gratitude to the staff 
and crews at the Grosse Pointe 
Park DPW and the Parks and 

Recreation Department. Their 
dedication to keeping our roads 
and parks clear for several con-
secutive days has not gone unno-
ticed. Their tireless work ensures 
the safety and accessibility of our 
community, refl ecting the strong 
sense of commitment that makes 
this city special.

Their efforts highlight the out-
standing leadership of City 
Manager Nick Sizeland, DPW 
Director Tom Jenny and Parks 
and Recreation Director Chad 
Craig. Thank you all for ensuring 
that the city’s roads remain safe 
and that our parks are well-main-
tained throughout the winter.

PATRICK GLEASON
Grosse Pointe Park Recreation 

Commission Secretary

Eternally grateful
To the Editor:

On Sunday afternoon last 
week, a section of Lewiston Road 
experienced a water stoppage 

due to a broken underground 
pipe. Of course, worse things can 
happen; however, this was a 
huge inconvenience (especially 
since most of us heat with steam) 
and an effective reminder of how 
many blessings we regularly take 
for granted. 

When the stoppage was dis-
covered, I called the police 
department to make a report. 
They immediately contacted the 
water department and a few min-
utes later, a truck was on our 
street and two men started the 
long and cold process of fi xing 
the problem. 

Unfortunately, the leak did not 
want to be easily found. On 
Monday morning, several trucks 
and what seemed like countless 
workers were back on Lewiston 
doing their best to fi nd the right 
spot to begin digging. Several 
holes and many hours later, the 
broken pipe was located. Wasting 
no time, these workers dug with 
machinery and by hand to do 

what needed to be done. They 
fi nally fi nished the job around 10 
p.m. 

The wind chill made the tem-
perature feel like 17 frosty 
degrees, yet through the entire 
process every one of them was 
willing to talk with me or my 
neighbors and keep us updated 
on their progress, explain what 
was being done and, when the 
leak was corrected, offer advice 
on turning on our water again. 
Compared to what these workers 
went through to bring us water, 
our discomfort was minimal. 

I cannot thank them enough 
for their diligence, dedication 
and perseverance. We and our 
neighbors feel so fortunate to live 
in a community where this is 
even possible. Many thanks to 
everyone involved in this event. 
You are all angels and we will be 
eternally grateful for you.

YOLANDA & CHARLES 
TURNER

Grosse Pointe Farms

LETTERS:
Continued from page 6A
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COSMEDICDERM
DR. SHAUNA DIGGS

Are you a young adult
with acne and
acne scars?

Please call us to join 
our study!

Dr. Shauna Diggs and our CosmedicDerm
Team are working on an FDA study using 

radiofrequency micro-needling to treat acne
and acne scarring in ages 18-25 .

We currently use this device to treat scars and 
wrinkles with excellent results. Participants will 
receive 4 free RFMN treatments ($1200 value)

and $300 upon completion.
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n addition to obedience 
training for well-mannered

family pets, we train most
sporting breeds for both
upland and waterfowl.
On the competitive side,
we also run AKC Retriever
and Pointing breed Hunt
Tests.
Please contact us for
more details!

                 SPORTING BREEDS

COUNTRY WALKS • BOARDING • GROOMING • TRAINING • SHOW DOGS

Pickup & delivery 
“Shuttle Service” to 
the Grosse Pointes

5200 Beard Road
North Street, MI 48049

springfieldpetresort.com
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ing the advice of 
McInerney and potential 
liability for the district. 
Secretary Valarie St. 
John was absent. 

At the conclusion of the 
Feb. 10 board meeting, 
Worden said there were 
“multiple reasons” to 
release the report, adding 
it is an example of “bad 
governance” the board 
should learn from. The 
report was given to the 
HR complainants, Kate 
Murray and Michelle 
Davis, former Grosse 
Pointe North High School 
principal and athletic 
director, respectively, the 
night of Feb. 10, and was 
posted to the district’s 
website Wednesday, Feb. 
12. 

It can be found at short
url.at/9K6La. 

McInerney in February 
2024, also had advised 
the board not to waive 
attorney-client privilege 
due to liability concerns. 
Worden and St. John at 
the time voted in favor of 
releasing the report to 
board members, with 
Cotton, Jeup and former 
board members Lisa 
Papas and Terry Collins 
voting no. Ismail recused 
himself from that vote. 

Ismail, contacted by 
phone Feb. 12, said he 
had no comment, “based 
on the advice from our 
attorney when I was on 
the board and from my 
own attorney.” 

Ismail, who chose not 
to run for re-election, 
made a motion at the 
board’s meeting Tuesday, 
Dec. 9, to give the report 
to board members. “I 
want the board to know 
what’s in it,” Ismail said 
of his motion. “I’ve been 
maligned. I’ve been 
slammed in public with-
out a chance to defend 
myself.” 

It passed 7-0. 
In what is being called 

the “Sutton Report,” 
Davis fi led her complaint 
Aug. 27, 2023, with 
Murray fi ling hers a day 
later. Both made claims 
that Ismail was trying to 
“push them out,” that he 
engaged in retaliatory 
behavior and that his 
actions were due to gen-
der harassment. 

The complaints came 
the same week the board 
received a letter from 
Dan Griesbaum Sr., base-
ball coach at Grosse 
Pointe South High 
School, requesting the 
athletic fi elds at Grosse 
Pointe North High School 
be named in honor of 
Frank Sumbera, who 
coached baseball and 
football at North for 49 

years and is in the coach-
ing hall of fame for both 
sports. It was co-signed 
by Gary Bennett, North 
boys basketball coach; 
Tim Brandon, former 
South football coach; 
Russ Hepner, former 
South football coach; 
Chad Hepner, South foot-
bal l  coach;  Steve 
Zaranek, South cross 
country/track coach; 
Gary Spicer, attorney; 
and Bill Babcock, former 
North baseball player. 

In an addendum to her 
complaint, Davis said she 
“terminated” Sumbera in 
June 2018, at the direction 
of then-Superintendent 
Gary Niehaus. In a letter 
to North baseball and 
football families that same 
month, however, Murray 
signed a letter that said, 
“Dear baseball and foot-
ball parents and players, 
today, we received notice 
of the retirement of 
Grosse Pointe North High 
School head baseball and 
head football coach Frank 
Sumbera, effective June 
29, 2018.” 

Brian Summerfield, 
then board president, 
told the Grosse Pointe 
News, “the board was 
made aware of the retire-
ment announcement 
shortly before it was 
made. It is unfortunate 
that social media is 
spreading misinforma-
tion, particularly in this 
offensive manner.” 

Niehaus said, “I stand 
by the statements of our 
board president and 
Principal Kate Murray.”

In an unpublished 
interview with the Grosse 
Pointe News from 
February 2024, Sumbera 
said he was asked to 
attend a meeting June 27, 
2018, thinking it was to 
discuss budget matters. 

Murray and Davis were 
in the meeting, along 
with Nicole Pilgrim, then 
the district’s human 
resources director. 

He said he was given 
until 3 p.m. that day to 
resign, but he refused to 
sign the paperwork. He 
also was told a folder, 
which he described as 
“thin,” contained com-
plaints against him 
regarding verbal and 
physical abuse of players, 
although he was not 
allowed to read the 
alleged complaints. 

As for the claims that 
Ismail was trying to push 
out Murray and Davis, 
Ismail previously said that 
stemmed from a conver-
sation he had with a for-
mer district employee 
who was considering tak-
ing a job with another dis-
trict. Ismail said he 
thought the person should 
stay because several 
senior administrators 
were close to retiring. He 
mentioned several names, 
Murray and Davis among 
them. 

Sutton went on the 
write “Witness #5 (the 
employee Ismail was 
talking with) confi rmed 
that he contemporane-
ously shared the com-
ments made by Mr. 
Ismail via text message 
with another witness. 
The text messages, a 
copy of which had 
already been obtained by 
the investigator, were 
reviewed with Witness 
#5 and confirmed as 
authentic.” 

In his summary, Sutton 
said he did believe Ismail 
made comments to “push 
out” Murray and Davis. 

“Mr. Ismail denied 
making these comments. 
The staff member to 
whom the comments 

were allegedly made 
asserted that they were, 
in fact, made by Mr. 
Ismail. In one respect, 
therefore, this becomes a 
‘he said-he said’ situation 
without a definitive 
answer. But the fact that 
the staff member shared 
the comments attributed 
to Mr. Ismail contempo-
raneously with another 
staff member in text mes-
sage adds credibility to 
the notion that they were, 
in fact, made by Mr. 
Ismail. Those text mes-
sages were confi rmed as 
authentic by both staff 
members involved in the 
exchange. There appears 
to be no obvious basis for 
those messages to have 
been fabricated or com-
ments attributed to Mr. 
Ismail for no reason.” 

Sutton further said 

Ismail’s “comments … 
a n d / o r  a s s o c i a t e d 
actions” were in response 
to the Sumbera situation.  

“Based on the evidence 
collected, it would be 
hard — if not impossible 
— to dismiss the termina-
tion of Mr. Sumbera as a 
signifi cant moment in the 
employment trajectory of 
both complainants. While 
Mr. Sumbera’s termina-
tion likely did not color 
every action which fol-
lowed it, the perception 
of complainants was 
undoubtedly impacted, 
even if they both contin-
ued to maintain their 
employment with the dis-
trict.” 

Sutton also determined 
Ismail did not engage in 
gender bias, but that he 
did take retaliatory mea-
sures against Murray and 

Davis. He cited two 
instances for his deci-
sion, Murray being left 
off an ad hoc committee 
and Davis not being told 
about the recognition of 
a retiring North coach.

Chris Fenton, interim 
superintendent at the 
time he received Sutton’s 
repor t ,  d i sagreed . 
Writing in his determina-
tion, Fenton said, “In 
support, he (the Miller 
Johnson investigator) 
cited two instances — 
one with respect to each 
complainant — that 
could be explained as 
retaliatory conduct, but 
could also be explained 
as simple communica-
tions failure. (The inves-
tigator’s) explanation for 
his conclusion is not 
well-documented or per-
suasive.”

REPORT:
Continued from page 1A

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— The Grosse Pointe 
Public School System is 
accepting applications for 
a bond advisory commit-
tee.

The district is consider-
ing asking voters in 
November to extend a 
facilities and security bond 
originally approved in 
2018.

“We’re looking for peo-
ple who have a vision of 
the district in mind, not 
just a singular passion or 
interest,” Superintendent 
Andrea Tuttle told the 
board of education at its 
meeting Monday, Feb. 10. 
“We’re looking to have 25 
to 30 people to help us 
decide which projects the 
money should be spent 
on.”

The application, which 
can be found at shorturl.at/
R46C7, asks about things 
such as professional expe-
rience that could benefi t 
the process, children who 
attend or have attended 
GPPSS, volunteer involve-
ment with the district and 
community involvement. 
District employees also 
will be selected.

The deadline to apply is 
4 p.m. Monday, Feb. 24. 
Those selected will be 
notified Friday, Feb. 28. 
The committee will meet 
two to three times a month 
through the end of June. 
Moving forward, the dis-
trict would need to submit 
language to the county 
clerk by Aug. 11, in order 
to be on the November 
ballot.

The $111 million bond 
originally was approved 
by 55 percent of voters in 

November 2018. The dis-
trict can collect up to 3.14 
mills if the debt service 
schedule justifies that 
amount. A mill is $1 in 
taxes for every $1,000 of a 
property’s taxable value. 

Tuttle said bond elec-
tions across Michigan that 
do not include a millage 
increase have an 84 per-
cent chance of passing, on 
average, while those that 
include a millage increase 
pass at a 51 percent aver-
age. If approved, the bond 
would bring in $120 mil-
lion over 20 years to use 
on facility upgrades.

The sinking fund mill-
age, approved by 66 per-
cent of voters in November, 
will bring in $111 million 
over the next decade.

The need for the com-
mittee is because while 
sinking fund money can 
be spent on any project 

allowed by state law, bond 
money can only be used 
on projects laid out in the 
ballot language.

Consultants at Plante 
Moran two years ago said 
GPPSS had $252 million 
in maintenance needs 
over the next 10 years, 
including $150 million in 
critical needs that should 
be addressed in three 
years. 

Tuttle, who has been 
referring to it as “the 252 
list,” said it has been 
updated — including 
details about work already 
completed — and is being 
reviewed by the adminis-
tration.

“This should be a heavy 
focus for the board,” then-
President Sean Cotton 
said when the bond was 
f irst  discussed in 

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

GPPSS forming bond committee

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— The Grosse Pointe 
Public School System will 
host its biannual skilled 
trades night 6 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 27, in the 
Grosse Pointe North High 
School gym.

The event is open to all 
middle and high school 
students in GPPSS and 
Harper Woods Public 
Schools.

“We’ve even had some 
adults ask if they could 
drop in,” said Jill 
Davenport, a counselor at 
North helping coordinate 
the event. “That’s fi ne, as 
they may be underem-
ployed or looking to 
change careers.”

The district hosted two 

such events pre-COVID, 
one at each high school, 
that Davenport said were 
well attended. The pro-
gram resumed in 2023.

“It’s important for the 
district, and families, to 
encourage students who 
want to pursue a trade,” 
Davenport said. “They can 
earn a signifi cant salary 
and the trades are experi-
encing a lot of retirements, 
so there are a lot of oppor-
tunities available.”

Davenport said around 
30 organizations will be 
present. That includes 
technical and community 
colleges, culinary insti-
tutes, the military, first 
responders and unions. 
The U.S. Border Patrol, 
Detroit Police Department 

GPPSS hosting 
skilled trades night
By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

See BOND, page 10A See TRADES, page 10A
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Snow business
Thursday, Feb. 13, was a cold and windy day. 

Schools in Grosse Pointe closed for a snow day 
because of the accumulation of snow from the night 
before, but that didn’t stop people from going sled-
ding on the hill behind Grosse Pointe Shores City 
Hall. 

Kids screamed with laughter as they fl ew down the 
hill when snow sprayed in the face of whoever was 
fi rst on the sled. Kids going solo sailed down the hill 
as well, stopping just in time at the bottom only to 
climb up again on the snowy, somewhat icy hill. 

Fun was had by all and people left the hill exhausted 
but happy.

— Renee Landuyt

Left, Patti O’Keefe and her sister, Andi, couldn’t get enough of snow day sledding and tried both the front 
and the bumpy side of the hill. Above, Shores residents trudged up and slid down the hill much of the day 
Feb. 13.

Theodore Londo and his sister, Eliza, are towed 
from the hill back to the car by their mother, both of 
them tired and ready for a snack. Theodore happily 
kicked back in his dino sled while Eliza was cold 
and ready to go home.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Shane O’Mara and Coleman Connolly decided to go down the side of the hill, 
because it was bumpy and made sledding down more fun.

and Wayne County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce also will 
have representatives.

“We even have an attor-
ney coming in, not to talk 
about law school, but 
about bartending,” 
Davenport added. “He 
does bartending on the 
side and there are even 
training requirements for 
that.”

Several businesses will 
be on hand as well, rang-
ing from roofers to HVAC 
to plumbers. One such 
business is McCarver 
Mechanical Heating and 
Cooling, owned by Grosse 
Pointer Chris McCarver. 
The company offers an 
apprenticeship through 
Macomb Community 

College.
“The apprenticeship 

program at our company 
presents a unique oppor-
tunity for a new genera-
tion to acquire skills that 
are needed on a daily 
basis, from HVAC to 
plumbing to electrical,” 
McCarver said. “This 
opportunity is outstand-
ing and it’s rare to find 
companies offering train-
ing of this caliber nowa-
days.”

Davenport recom-
mends attendees bring a 
resume, ask questions 
and take notes.

“They should dress as if 
they were going on a job 
interview,” she said.

New this year will be a 
summary sheet with con-
tact information for each 
presenter for those inter-
ested but unable to attend.

December. “It’s going to 
be a large lift and the 
entire board has to be for 
it.” 

Cotton, who owns the 
Grosse Pointe News, 
added the board must 
make “very strong state-
ments” that it will not 
reconfi gure the district or 
close any additional 
schools.

BOND:
Continued from page 9A

TRADES:
Continued from page 9A

Laila Holguin took a timeout from sledding by relaxing backward on her sled, 
her polar bear hat keeping her warm.
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As the saying goes, 
necessity is the mother of 
invention.

That was certainly the 
c a s e  w i t h  L y n n 
Simoncini, a Farms resi-
dent who was diagnosed 
with breast cancer in 
May 2022.

“I had to undergo che-
motherapy fi rst to shrink 
the tumors, then I was 
scheduled for a double 
mastectomy later in the 
year,” she said. “I had 
never had major surgery, 
so I went online and 
started reading forums to 
fi nd out what it was like.”

A common theme kept 
popping up — how 
uncomfortable a vehi-
cle’s seatbelt was against 
the incision.

“Women were using all 
kinds of things like rolled 

up towels, stuffed ani-
mals,” Simoncini said. 
“Some said they didn’t 
wear their seatbelt or 
stuck the top part behind 
them.”

Simoncini, a creative 
director at VML, Ford’s 
marketing partner, 
shared the idea of a man-
ufactured product with 
fellow creative director 
Chad Woolums, a Park 
resident.

“It evolved from being 
a ‘what if’ project to a 
better way to do some-
thing,” he said.

The two wrote up their 
ideas and emailed Sue 
Mersch, also a Park resi-

dent and executive cre-
ative director at VML.

The idea sat for a while 
as Simoncini went on 
medical leave in late 
2022.

“Jan. 23, 2023, was my 
fi rst day driving after the 
surgery,” she said. “I 
knew we had to make 
this happen.”

They eventually were 
connected with Ford’s 
Human Centered Design 
Team.

“Their daily job is to 
make the driving experi-
ence better,” Mersch 
said. “Their initial feed-
back was that they loved 
it. They decided to bring 

in Lynn and other 
patients, doctors and 
engineers.”

What followed was 
more than a year of 
design and testing.

“We also had to come 
up with a name for it and 
everything had to go 
through legal,” Simoncini 
said.

“It definitely went 
through a lot of tweaks,” 
Woolums added. “But 
everyone pursued it with 
passion and persistence.”

The Ford SupportBelt 
was released Oct. 1, 2024, 
to coincide with the start 
o f  Breas t  Cancer 
Awareness Month. It also 

marked 30 years of Ford 
Warriors in Pink, which 
has donated more than 
$139 million to breast 
cancer research.

“They don’t just talk 
the talk, they walk the 
walk,” Simoncini said. “I 
was excited they wanted 
to be part of this.”

The SupportBelt is 
black leather with pad-
ding and has a concave 
back. It uses Velcro 
straps to attach to a seat-
belt and can slide up and 
down.

“I’m glad it’s not pink 
so it doesn’t scream, ‘I 
have breast cancer,’” 
Simoncini said.

“Ford intentionally left 
the patent open so other 
car manufacturers can 
make their own,” Mersch 
noted.

Simoncini said the 
product also has other 
uses. 

“Aside from mastecto-
mies, women can use it 
after breast reconstruc-
tion surgery,” she said. 
“It can also help people 
who, say, have a medical 
port in their chest or have 
had shoulder surgery.”

As Woolums pointed 
out, 300,000 women are 
diagnosed with breast 
cancer each year and 
100,000 have a mastec-
tomy each year.

“Everyone knows 
someone who has been 
affected by this,” he said. 
“I’m glad the conversa-
tion got things going.”

More information can 
be found at ford.com/
supportbelt/. There is no 
charge to order one other 
than shipping fees.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Pointers invent seatbelt aid for breast cancer patients

PHOTO BY TED O’NEIL

From left, Pointers Sue Mersch, Lynn Simoncini 
and Chad Woolums helped create the Ford 
SupportBelt, made to ease seatbelt discomfort for 
breast cancer patients.

COURTESY PHOTO

A closer look at the Ford SupportBelt.

The Grosse Pointe 
Chamber of Commerce 
hosted its annual meet-
ing Jan. 30, over break-
fas t  a t  The  War 
Memorial.

Chamber President 
Jennifer Boettcher and 
Membership & Events 
Coordinator Abigail 
Turnbull shared about 
the chamber’s success-
ful  2024 — which 
included the addition of 
70 new chamber mem-
bers, bringing its mem-
bers total to 557 — as 
well as what’s ahead for 
2025.

Along with a morning 
meal, guests heard from 
three young entrepre-
neurs — one from each 
local high school — who 
were awarded scholar-
ships for their busi-
nesses.

“We are so pleased to 
be able to award three 
Young Entrepreneur 
Scholarship Awards 

this year,” Turnbull 
said. “As always, all of 
the appl icants  are 
impressive individuals 
who show a great bal-
ance of a passion for 
entrepreneurship and 
ability to also manage 
busy school and extra-
curricular schedules.”

The winners were 
Alexandria Noyd from 
Grosse Pointe North 
High School, Adelina 
Parikh from Grosse 
Pointe South High 
School and Blake Shock 
from University Liggett 
School.

Noyd presented her 
plan for a business 
called the Hygiene 
Haven, a resource to be 
placed in schools that 
makes available to stu-
dents products like 
toothbrushes. 

“Alexandria is a proud 
member of the No 
Cavity Club and her 
passion for oral hygiene 
sparked her interest in 
dentistry as she plans to 
become a dentist ,” 

Turnbull said. “While 
presenting, she shared 
that oral health for chil-
dren impacts their 
entire life and dental 
issues can go beyond 
the mouth and impact a 
child’s comfort and, in 
turn, have a potentially 
negative impact on their 
ability to succeed in 
school.”

Parikh presented a 
business plan for a bio-
fi lter that provides com-
m u n i t i e s  w i t h  a n 
inexpensive resource 
that will clean water. 

“Her passion for sci-
ence and clean water 
stems from her roots 
where she grew up in 
Minneapolis,” Turnbull 
said. “Their tap water 
was highly rated and 
made her wonder why 
that clean water isn’t 
available everywhere.”

Shock is the owner of 
Shock’s  Lawn and 
Snow. Since a young 
age, Shock was inter-
ested in entrepreneur-
ship and knew he 

wanted to build his own 
business. He currently 
provides lawn services 
and snow removal, but 
plans to continue to 
grow this business to 
more intricate services 
and eventually pursue 
real estate develop-
ment, Turnbull noted.

“We hope to continue 
to grow this scholarship 
opportunity and con-
tinue our wonderful 
relationships with the 
school counselors who 
share this with students 
starting at the begin-
ning of the school year,” 
Turnbull added. “We 
are part of an incredible 
community and the 
more we can encourage 
the leaders of tomorrow 
with opportunities like 
this, the more sustain-
able a successful future 
will be for the Pointes.”

In addition to youth 
awards, four small busi-
ness owners applied for 
grants through the 
chamber:

◆ Andreas Browne of 

Y e l l o w  D o o r 
Photography & Imaging

◆ Naszreen Gibson of 
The Rendezvous with 
Tea

◆ Betsy Rossman of 

The Lon Next Door
◆ Joyce Wagner of 

Kid & Play
“Each candidate deliv-

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Chamber awards young entrepreneurs, 
small businesses during annual breakfast

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANDREAS BROWNE/
YELLOW DOOR PHOTOGRAPHY

The 2025 Young Entrepreneur Scholarship Awards 
were presented to, from left, Grosse Pointe North 
student Alexandria Noyd, University Liggett School 
student Blake Shock and Grosse Pointe South stu-
dent Adeline Parikh.

See CHAMBER, page 6B
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Ozzie
Male, 2 years old, Yorkshire
Terrier Mix, Black/Tan, 10 lbs.

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

MerlinAngel
Female, 4 years old, Labrador 

Mix, Black, 50 lbs.
To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

Oreo
Female, 1 year old, American 

Bully, Black/White, 40 lbs.

(586) 774-0090(313) 343-6494
DAN BATTJES

Male, 1 year old,
American Bully, Dilute, 65 lbs.

Riley
Female, 2 years old, Pitbull
Terrier, Gray/White, 50 lbs.

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

Gia
Female, 10 months old, Short-

hair, Brown Tabby/Orange.
To adopt this cat

please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

(586) 854-9278(313) 332-0549
oasishvac.orgpointedesigns.com

Adopt Peta Every pet deserves a home.
GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY • gpaas.org

By Grosse Pointe News Staff

  eople choose pets for various reasons, including the size 

certain type or breed. Cats and dogs are wildly popular pets, 
and many households even have both.

When it comes to selecting a breed of kitty or pup, certain 
options seem to be more popular than others. Acrosss the 
globe, these breeds of canine and feline have recently been 
listed as top breeds, courtesy of The Cat Fancier’s Associa-
tion and Highland K-9 Training.

Dogs
Bulldog 

Most popular in the United Kingdom and growing in the 
United States, this muscular, medium-sized dog once was 

-
able bulldogs into calm, loveable companion animals.

Labrador Retriever 
Whether they’re chocolate, black or yellow, labs have 

been loved for decades. Originally called the St. John’s Wa-
ter Dog, Labs originated in Newfoundland, but have since 
loved their ways into homes across the globe.

German Shepherd 
The German Shepherd’s popularity shows no signs of 

waning. It’s the third-most registered breed in the United 
States and its high trainability, speed, agility, and other traits 
make it a popular family pet.

Cats
Ragdoll 

This longhaired cat with a soft, plush coat has gained pop-

in 1998, and its mellow disposition and bright blue eyes have 
made it a favorite among cat lovers.

Maine Coon
This is the largest of all pedigree cat breeds, and is con-

sidered the “gentle giant” of the feline world. Shaggy-coated 
and attractive, these cats are quite popular around the world.

Exotic
The Exotic was developed as a more easily maintained 

alternative to the Persian (also a top breed). A short, dense 
coat with a variety of patterns has inspired the admiration of 
cat lovers across the globe.

P

Popular breeds enjoy the limelight Top breeds: 
Bulldogs — such as 
the French Bulldog, 
far left, and the 
Maine Coon cat, left, 
are just two breeds 
that bring joy and 
companionship to 
people and families.

Ca ll to a rra nge a Meet a nd Gre etCa ll to a rra nge a Meet a nd Gre et Next Open Houses
Saturday, February 22nd & Saturday March 1st • 10-Noon

The Special Needs 
Resource Alliance pres-
ents its third annual 
Special Needs Resource 
Fair 3:30 to 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 25, at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

Nearly 60 vendors are 
confi rmed for this grow-
ing event, which is open 
to all members of the 
community and particu-
larly to parents and care-
givers of neurodivergent 
children.

“This is such an amaz-
ing community of people 
— the vendors and the 
attendees,” said Jennifer 
Bingaman, executive 
director of The Family 
Center, facilitator of the 
alliance, which also 
includes Grosse Pointe 
Public School System 
Transition Services, Full 
Circle Foundation, Kids 
on the Go and The Arc 
Grosse Pointe/Harper 
Woods. “You just walk 
around with a smile on 
your face the whole time 
because everyone’s 
happy to be together. The 
vendors get to explain 

the opportunities and 
resources they have and 
the attendees are not just 
finding resources and 
opportunities, but con-
necting with other fami-
lies. I think that’s maybe 
something I didn’t under-
stand would happen 
when we started this, but 
it’s wonderful.”

With a growing num-
ber of vendors, Bingaman 
said she hopes to reach a 
growing number of 
attendees as well. More 
than 300 made their way 
through the fair last year.

“It’s grown every year,” 
she said. “… It’s building 
a good reputation.”

Vendors provide edu-
cational, recreational and 
occupational resources, 
as well as job opportuni-
ties and mental health, 
legal and government 
services. New this year, 
the fair welcomes a com-
pany that trains therapy 
dogs for families with 
special needs. Two or 
three therapy dogs will 
be  in  at tendance, 
Bingaman said.

The grant-funded fair 
offers free admission to 
attendees and free partic-
ipation for vendors as 
well. Families are wel-

come; strollers are per-
mitted. A quiet room is 
available should attend-
ees feel overwhelmed 
during the fair.

“Many of the vendors 
say it’s the most beautiful 
location they’ve ever 
been  inv i ted  to , ” 
Bingaman said. “There’s 
free parking, it’s a 
straight shot into the 
building, it’s accessible. 
You walk right into the 
community room and 
into the ballroom. The 
passageways are wide. 
T h e y ’ r e  a l w a y s 
impressed with how 
beautiful it is.”

She added that the fair 
is a can’t-miss opportu-
nity for any family with 
special needs.

“I think back to our 
first one,” she said. “A 
family with a child who 
was 20 years old came. 
They said they couldn’t 
bel ieve how many 
resources and opportuni-
ties there were — and 
they felt they were in the 
know. You just see so 
many things you never 
thought of. It’s just 
incredible. 

“On the other hand, for 
families who’ve just 
received a diagnosis, 

they’re overwhelmed,” 
she added. “They had 
this idea of what life with 
their child would look 
like and now it’s differ-
ent. This shows them a 
whole world of resources 
and opportunities they 
probably weren’t aware 
of. And there’s a sense of 
community alongside all 
the opportunities that are 
available.”

For more information, 
visit familycenterhelps.
org, email hello@family-
centerhelps.org or call 
(313) 447-1374.

Looking ahead
The Family Center 

fi nalized plans this week 
for its next Special Needs 
Parent Workshop, which 
takes place 7 to 8 p.m. 
Monday, March 10, at 
The War Memorial. 

The workshop features 
an expert panel that will 
discuss the best ways to 
coordinate  appl ied 
behavior analysis, speech 
and occupational thera-
pies.

“They’ll be speaking 
about how to coordinate 
services for your child so 
the left hand knows what 
the right hand is doing,” 
Bingaman said.

By Jody McVeigh 
Editor

Special Needs Resource Fair is Feb. 25

COURTESY PHOTO

Attendees roam the Alger Center ballroom during last year’s fair.

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a 
variety of programs. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.

◆ Nonfiction Book 
Club, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 20, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Reader Dog, 10 to 11 
a.m. Friday, Feb. 21, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ GPPL Friends $5 Bag 
Sale, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 22, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Readers’ Choice 
Book Discussion Group, 
noon to 1 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 22, at Ewald, 15175 
E. Jefferson, Grosse 
Pointe Park.

◆  Grosse Pointe 
C o m m u n i t y  G a m e 
Meet-Up, noon to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 22, at 
Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆ Teen D&D, 1:30 to 4 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 22, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ 4th Monday Book 
Discussion, 1:30 to 2:30 
p.m. Monday, Feb. 24, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Dream Lab Senior 
Open House, 4:30 to 8 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 25, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ You Kill Me: The 
True Crime Book Club, 7 
to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
25, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆ 5th & 6th Grade 
Book Group, 7 to 8:15 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 25, at 
Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆ Detroit’s Olympic 
Uprising: A Documentary 
Film, 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, Feb. 26, at 
Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆ PBS Kids Party, 1 to 
2:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
27, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆  C a p t u r i n g 
P h o t o g r a p h y  w i t h 
Monica Morgan, 1 to 2:30 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 27, 
at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Shelf Indulgence—
Chapter 2, 2 to 3 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 27, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆  Pokemon Day 
Celebration, 4:30 to 5:30 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 27, 
at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Saturday Drop-in 
Storytime, 10:30 to 11 
a.m. Saturday, March 1, 
at Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆ OpenSpot Theatre 
Workshop, 11 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, March 1, 
at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ OpenSpot Theatre 
Workshop, 1 to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, March 1, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

Ford House
The Edsel & Eleanor 

Ford House,  1100 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:

◆ Head Over Heels 
Guided Tour, 1 p.m. 
T u e s d a y s  t h r o u g h 
Sundays in February. 
Admission costs vary.

◆  S t o r y t i m e : 
“Crocodiles Need Kisses 
Too , ”  10 :30  a .m. 
Tuesdays in February.

◆ Trivia Night, 6 p.m. 

AREA ACTIVITIES

See EVENTS, page 6B
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Nearly 400 volunteers 
are needed to participate 
in  Grosse  Po in te 
Memorial Church’s 10th 
annual Kids Coalition 
Against Hunger project, 
slated 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, March 15.

“We’re excited that 
we’re partnering with 
The War Memorial 
again,”  said Jul ie 
Huellmantel, Memorial’s 
director of outreach. 
“They’re allowing us to 
use their space, which is 
great because this is a big 
operation. There are a lot 
of volunteers that will be 
in place, so we can spread 
out, with the incoming 
shift in one area and the 
working shift in another.”

KCAH works with dif-
ferent organizations to 
produce food packets, 
each of which provides 
enough nutrition for a 
family of six. Memorial’s 
outreach ministry pays 
for  the materials , 
amounting to 35 cents 
per person.

“It’s a great organiza-
tion and a great opportu-
nity for families, for 
anybody, to come out 
a n d  v o l u n t e e r , ” 
Huellmantel said. “And 
it’s so easy. You just need 
to be able to pour some-
thing in a bag — measure 
and pour.”

Working in an assem-
bly line, volunteers mea-
sure out specifi c amounts 
of rice, soy protein, dried 
vegetables and powdered 
vitamins, then add them 
to each bag as it passes 
by. 

Each complete bag is 
heat sealed, then packed 
in boxes for delivery.

Meals are created sim-
ply with the addition of 
boiling water.

This year’s goal is to 
package 50,000 meals. Of 
that total, one-third stays 
local, one-third goes to 
international sites and 
one-third stays in storage 
for disaster relief. The 

local portion is signifi-
cant to volunteers, 
Huellmantel noted.

“Out of all the counties 
in the U.S. — out of more 
than 3,100 in the U.S. — 
Wayne County is No. 8 in 
the amount of children 
suffering from food inse-
curity,” she said. “That 
number is from last year, 
so it may be better, but it 
may be worse. One in 
eight kids nationally 
experience food insecu-
rity. They may not always 
be hungry, but at any 
given time they do not 
have enough food to live 
comfortably. That affects 
everything about their 
daily living, including 
functioning at school.”

KCAH’s Michigan 
Director Michael Burwell 
will be on hand to rally 
volunteers.

“We’ve always had 
M i k e  w i t h  u s , ” 
Huellmantel said. “He’s 
so amazing and so 
dynamic. He usually gets 
here around 8:30 a.m., 
when we start to unload 
the trucks. It’s a long 

day.”
In addition to 160 vol-

unteers per shift, a team 
of core volunteers is 
needed for tasks like 
refi lling bins so there’s 
no break in production. 
Set-up, clean-up and 
other jobs are available 
as well. The church coun-
cil, as well as local scout 
troops, will assist, but 
more help is needed.

The process wil l 
include two shifts — from 
10 a.m. to noon and noon 
to 2 p.m. 

“There’s a waiting list 
for fi rst shift and second 
shift is quickly filling,” 
Huellmantel said. “The 
problem we had last year 
was we had 75 people 
who just didn’t show up. 
The second shift was 
operating on a skeleton 
crew and worked hard to 
fi nish the meals. So this 
year, we have a waiting 
list; that’s new this year.”

Ages 5 to 105 are wel-
come to participate, she 
added. Bags of rice serve 
as booster steps for the 
littlest volunteers; how-

ever, those ages 5 to 7 
must have an adult with 
them.

The focus this year is 
on family, Huellmantel 
added.

“We have a push on 
family volunteering,” she 
said, noting she also 
serves on the board of 
The Family Center. 
“Healthy families do 
things together. One of 
the ways we create 
healthy families is by vol-
unteering together.”

Those interested in 
volunteering can sign up 
via SignUpGenius, the 
link to which is available 
online at gpmchurch.org/
kids-against-hunger/. 

More information also 
is offered on the KCAH 
website, kidscoalition-
againsthunger.org.

“We do have to have 
more help,” Huellmantel 
said. “Sign up. We’re 
excited to have families 
come and volunteer 
together and do what-
ever it takes. We’re look-
ing forward to a good 
event.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Volunteers needed for food-packing event

A sample of packaged meals.

Memorial Church leads 10th annual 
Kids Coalition Against Hunger project

Hundreds of volunteers participated in last year’s food-packing event.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JULIE HUELLMANTEL

Michael Burwell, Michigan director of KCAH, ral-
lies volunteers before last year’s event.

The Motor City Mitten Mission 
hosts a red carpet event for “No 
Address” Thursday, Feb. 27, the 
day before its nationwide release. 

The fi lm, produced by Robert 
Craig Films, sheds light on the 
experiences of those facing home-
lessness and inspires viewers to 
take action to support local non-
profi ts.

The event takes place at 7:30 
p.m. at the Emagine Royal Oak 
Theater, with a VIP pre-party 
from 6 to 7 p.m. and a Q&A at 7:15 
p.m. Attendees will get an exclu-
sive first look at “No Address” 
while learning about the work the 
Motor City Mitten Mission does 
every day to support individuals 
and families experiencing home-
lessness throughout metro 
Detroit.

“MCMM is thrilled to have the 
opportunity to partner with Robert 
Craig Films to help bring to light 
the seriousness of the homeless-
ness epidemic that is plaguing our 
country that continues to be on 
the rise,” said Gail Marlow, 
MCMM executive director and co-
founder. “Our hope is to both edu-
cate and inspire others to help 
those struggling with homeless-
ness and realize that any of us is 
but one step away from becoming 
unsheltered.”

In collaboration with Robert 
Craig Films, MCMM aims to 
amplify awareness of the chal-
lenges faced by those experienc-
ing homelessness and encourage 
the community to take meaning-

ful action. As part of the Big 5 
GIVEBACK initiative, 50 percent 
of net profi ts from “No Address” 
productions will be shared with 
nonprofi ts addressing homeless-
ness, including MCMM.

“‘No Address’ was created to 
inspire empathy and a deeper 
understanding of the homeless-
ness crisis,” said Jennifer Stolo, 
CEO and producer at Robert Craig 
Films. “We’re honored to partner 
with the Motor City Mitten 
Mission and other organizations 
making a tangible difference in 

their communities.”
Guests can purchase tickets for 

the exclusive event at motorcity-
mittenmission.org/event-details/
no-address-red-carpet-premiere. 
Proceeds directly support 
MCMM’s mission to continue the 
critical and vital services needed 
that provide support, compassion 
and advocacy for individuals and 
families experiencing homeless-
ness.

Watch the offi cial “No Address” 
movie trailer at tinyurl.com/
bdy4487b

MCMM hosts red carpet event for ‘No Address’

The Motor City Mitten Mission is a nonprofi t 501(c)3 organization dedicated to helping 
those struggling with homelessness, as well as housing and food insecurity. 
The MCMM Street Outreach Team operates 365 days a year to bring all of the social 
services that are provided by a shelter or drop-in center directly to those who are un-
sheltered and incapable of navigating their current chronic homelessness by them-
selves. 
Its goals include building trusting relationships to engage clients in services, treatment 
plan development, receipt of food, basic needs, acceptance and follow-through on re-
ferrals for services that are outside MCMM’s scope of services. 
The MCMM Street Outreach Team also provides regular response and deployment to 
provide crisis intervention and problem solving for law enforcement, various medical 
facilities, schools and other groups and municipalities to ensure those who are home-
less and in crisis are treated with compassion and provided with the necessary re-
sources. 
The MCMM Transitional Support Services program provides support and advocacy for 
individuals and families that are transitioning from homelessness to housing, as well 
as those on the edge of becoming homeless. MCMM works closely with clients and 
housing providers to ensure their transition into being housed is as easy as possible, 
while also providing client advocacy to ensure the required supportive services are 
provided by their housing provider and other entities. One of the main services MCMM 
provides free of charge is delivering household furnishings, household items and gro-
ceries to ensure clients have a comfortable transition into their new home.
For more information, visit motorcitymittenmission.org.

About Motor City Mitten Mission

COURTESY PHOTO

Elsie MacKethan and Rosemary Bay received hon-
orary member status in 2024.

Quester members receive 
honorary member status

Questers Grosse Pointe Chapter 147 recently gave 
honorary membership status to Rosemary Bay and 
Elsie MacKethan, both longtime Questers members 
— Bay since 1981, and MacKethan since 1985.

Both have served as presidents of the chapter, on 
its executive board and on countless committees 
over the years. They attend monthly meetings and 
give interesting and fun presentations from their per-
sonal collections. Chapter members look to Bay and 
MacKethan to remind them where their focus should 
be in regard to research, presentations, projects and 
donations. 

“We are so thankful to have their love of Questers 
inspire us,” said Cynthia Read Miller, historian and 
publicity chair of Chapter 147.
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OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Paul Mabarak

Paul Mabarak, 94, 
passed away Saturday, 
Feb. 1, 2025, in Grosse 
Pointe Park.

Paul was born June 29, 
1930, on Cadillac Street 
in Detroit. The doctor 
came to the home and 
delivered Paul in the 
upstairs bedroom. Paul’s 
family moved to Grosse 
Pointe Park in 1941, and 
he remained a Grosse 
Pointe resident his entire 
life, living near Kercheval 
Avenue since birth.

He graduated from 
Grosse Pointe High 
School in 1949, and 
attended the Detroit 
College of Business. Paul 
started working at his 
father’s real estate offi ce 
in summer 1949, selling 
real estate and managing 
properties, eventually 
opening his own location 
in 1963. He worked in the 
real estate business until 
2012. From 1952 to 1954, 
Paul served as a sergeant 
in the U.S. Army during 
the Korean War and 
earned the Bronze Star 
Medal for his service.

Paul married Mary in 
1969, and had one of the 
last wedding receptions 
to take place at the 
Whittier Hotel. Paul and 
his wife loved going out 
after dinner for walks 
around the block when 
he lived on Three Mile 
Drive. Soon after he 
bought the house, he 
built a jogging track 
behind it, which became 
an attraction for the 
neighborhood children 
who would come over 
and ask his son if they 
could ride their bikes 
around the track. Paul 
was a member of the 
Grosse Pointe Rotary 
Club in the 1980s. He also 
was a member of the 
downtown YMCA run-
ning club, meeting every 
weekend for a jog around 
Belle Isle in the 1960s.

Paul loved to read and 
took up cooking in his 
later years. He was an 
avid collector of cook-
books, which he would 
buy at Borders in The 
Village. Paul loved World 
War II history and trav-
eled to the beaches of 
Normandy to visit his-
toric sites. He loved to 
travel and visit many 
places around the world 
and took many weekend 
trips to Atlantic City, N.J., 
with family and friends.

Paul was known for his 
kindness and generosity. 
He always was ready to 
entertain friends and 
family at home or one of 
many  res taurants , 
recounting his early years 
going to the original Joe 
Muer Seafood, Carl’s 
Chop House, Roma Cafe 
and Detroit’s many fi ne 
establishments from the 
era. His family hopes his 
memory brings comfort 
to those who knew him.

Paul was predeceased 
by his parents; wife, 
Mary; sisters, Theresa 
Wheatley and Nora; and 
brothers, Anthony, John, 
Philip, Edward and 
Michael. He is survived 
by his son, John Paul 
Mabarak; sisters, June, 
Helen and Janet; and 
brothers, James, Robert 
and Charles.

A memorial service will 
be held at 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, March 1, at St. 
Clare of Montefalco 
Catholic Church, 1401 
Whittier, Grosse Pointe 
Park. 

Memorial donations 

may be made to the 
church, 1401 Whittier, 
Grosse Pointe Park, MI 
48230, bit.ly/4jV1aKk. 

Cecelia Elizabeth 
Forinash

Cecelia Elizabeth (née 
Vaughn) Forinash, 36, 
and her unborn child of 
19 weeks passed away 
suddenly Thursday, Feb. 
6, 2025, surrounded by 
their loving family.

Cecelia was born Oct. 
10, 1988, to Tom and 
Patti Vaughn. She was a 
lifelong resident of 
Grosse Pointe Woods. 
Cecelia attended Our 
Lady Star of the Sea 
Catholic School and 
Regina High School, 
where she made lasting 
friendships. She pursued 
a degree in education at 
Aquinas College and 
obtained a master’s 
degree from Grand Valley 
State University.

Cecelia was drawn to 
children and her nurtur-
ing personality made her 
the perfect fi t at St. Joan 
of Arc School, where she 
spent six joyful years 
teaching. Cecelia was a 
natural athlete who 
brought grace and skill to 
every sport she tried. She 
played tennis for Aquinas 
College and coached vol-
leyball and track at St. 
Joan of Arc and Our Lady 
Star of the Sea.

Cecelia’s dream to have 
a family of her own was 
realized when she mar-
ried her husband, Brian. 
They created a beautiful, 
close-knit family and 
spent most of their time 
creating memories at 
home and in the local 
community. Cecelia was 
a stay-at-home mother 
and doted on her three 
children with kindness, 
love and patience. She 
found fulfi llment in the 
simple pleasures of life 
with her children. Her 
legacy will live on 
through them. Cecelia, 
Brian and their children 
were overjoyed to be 
expecting their fourth 
child. Her family mourns 
the loss of this child, but 
are comforted that 
Cecelia and the baby are 
together.

Cecelia had a strong 
faith and modeled it by 
being gentle, kind, 
approachable and a loyal 
friend. She will forever be 
missed by her husband, 
Brian; her three young 
children; mother, Patti 
Krausmann-Vaughn; sib-
lings, Catherine Vaughn-
Gillman (Eric), Patrick 
Vaughn (Jason Kim) and 
Audrey Vaughn (Brett 
Fleischer); in-laws, Glenn 
and Sharon Forinash; 
and an extended family 
of in-laws, nieces, neph-
ews and a multitude of 
people who loved her. 
Cecelia was predeceased 
by her loving father, 
Thomas S. Vaughn.

A funeral Mass will be 
held at 10 a.m. Monday, 
Feb. 24, at St. Joan of Arc 
Catholic Church, 22412 
Overlake, St. Clair 
Shores. The funeral Mass 
will be live-streamed at 
sjascs.org/st-joan-live. 
Immediately following 
Mass, the family will 
greet guests in the gath-
ering space at St. Joan of 
Arc. 

In lieu of fl owers, the 
family requests memorial 
donations be made to 
education funds for 
Cecel ia ’s  chi ldren. 
Donations may be made 

through UGift529.com 
with code 78K-60F.

Patricia J. Bower 
Clarke

Patr i ca  J .  (nee 
Macdona) Bower Clarke, 
78, passed away unex-
pectedly and peacefully 
Saturday, Feb. 1, 2025, in 
her home. 

Born in New York City, 
Patti graduated from 
Grosse Pointe High 
School and attended 
Ferris State University, 
where she met and mar-
ried Kenneth Bower. Her 
many friendships grew 
into a community of sup-
port, love and engage-
ment while raising her 
children. 

Patti established a print-
ing business, Print 
Matters, and later married 
Robert Clarke. Following 
the loss of her eldest child, 
Katherine “Katie,” she 
immersed herself as a full-
time listener and in an 
unconditional supportive 
role to her children and 
grandchildren. 

Patti is survived by her 
children, Matt Bower 
(Jahna) and Julie Bower; 
b r o t h e r ,  H a r d i n g 
Macdona Jr.; and numer-
ous grandchildren. She 
was predeceased by her 
parents; husband, Robert 
Clarke; sister, Nance 
Piggins; and daughter, 
Katie Adams. 

A memorial service will 
be held at a later date.

Sharon Rose 
Walter

Sharon Rose (nee 
Beattie) Walter, “29 
again,” of Manistee, 
passed away peacefully 
Saturday, Feb. 15, 2025, 
surrounded by her family.

Born to William and 
Edna Beattie in Detroit, 
Sharon graduated from 
Saint Anthony’s High 
School (now Detroit East 
Catholic High School). 
While working at JL 
Hudson’s department 
store, Sharon met the love 
of her life, Frederick 
Walter. Together, they 
celebrated 71 years of 
marriage and raised 11 
children in Harper Woods 
and Manistee.

Sharon was the beloved 
mother of Patrick, 
Richard, Annmarie, 
Karon, Joseph, Michael, 
Robert, Colleen, Kevin, 
Shawn and Megan. 
Additionally, she was 
cherished by her 31 
grandchildren and 44 
great-grandchildren. She 
was the sister of Bill, Bob 
and Connie, and the aunt 
and great-aunt to many 
nieces and nephews. 

Sharon was prede-
ceased by her parents; 
brother; two great-grand-
children; her son, Joseph; 
sister-in-law, Emily; and 
daughter-in-law, Irene.

Sharon and Fred relo-
cated to Manistee in 
spring 1976. By that time, 
several of their older chil-
dren had families of their 
own. In Manistee, Sharon 
quickly became part of 
the community fabric, 
joining the altar society 
and enjoying the friendli-
ness of the small town. 

After raising 11 chil-
dren, Sharon went to col-
lege, studied nursing and 
became a registered 
nurse. She took a certain 
pride in the rewarding 
career nursing provided. 

Sharon’s hobbies were 
many, including playing 

cards, quilting, reading 
and gathering with fam-
ily. 

Sharon loved life and 
treasured the time spent 
with her family and grand-
children.

A memorial service will 
take place this summer in 
Manistee.

James Stevenson
James Stevenson, 70, 

passed away Wednesday, 
Feb. 5, 2025, after a brief 
illness.

James was born in 
Detroit and was a former 
resident of Grosse Pointe. 
He served in the U.S. 
Army and enjoyed play-
ing baseball and fi shing.

He is survived by his 
brothers, David and Kirk.

George Bonin 
Evans

George Bonin Evans, 
73, of Grosse Pointe Park, 
passed away peacefully 
at home Monday, Jan. 20, 
2025, with Wendy, his 
loving wife of 50 years, 
and his cherished daugh-
ter, Jenny, by his side.

Born Sept. 21, 1951, in 
the Germantown neigh-
borhood of Philadelphia, 
George made the fi rst of 
many moves in his life in 
1957, when his family 
moved to Columbia, 
Conn. He graduated from 
Bates College in 1973, 
with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in English. Other 
places he lived over his 
l i f e t i m e  i n c l u d e d 
Willimantic, Conn.; Los 
Angeles; Normal, Ill.; and 
Springfield, Ill., before 
moving to Grosse Pointe 
Park in 1993.

George was active at 
G r o s s e  P o i n t e 
Congregational Church, 
where he sang in 
the church choir, taught 
Sunday school and 
helped with church rum-
mage sales. He served as 
treasurer of the Grosse 
Pointe Foundation for 
Academic Enrichment 
and coached his daugh-
ter’s Neighborhood Club 
basketball team. He loved 
attending the theater and 
movies and watching 
sports, especially base-
ball and the UCONN 
Huskies basketbal l 
teams. He also enjoyed a 
wide range of music and 
television shows and 
loved spending summers 
at the Windmill Pointe 
Park pool and vacation-
ing in Atlantic City, N.J. 
His family and friends 
will never forget the 
humorous stories and 
jokes he shared with 
everyone and anyone 
who would listen. 

Above all, George was 
a family man. A loving 
and supportive father, he 
attended all of his daugh-
ter’s sporting and music 
events and volunteered at 

Trombly Elementary 
School, Pierce Middle 
School and Grosse Pointe 
South High School. As a 
loyal and caring hus-
band, George valued any 
time spent with his wife, 
so even ordinary tasks 
were memorable when 
shared with her. He also 
spent several months a 
year in Connecticut car-
ing for his parents 
and brother, and helped 
his mother-in-law in 
Illinois while she was 
recovering from surgery.

George was the beloved 
husband of Wendy 
Evans; dearest father of 
Jenny Evans; and loving 
brother of John Evans. 
He was predeceased by 
his mother and father, 
Mary B. and George K. 
Evans.

A memorial service will 
be held at 2 p.m. Saturday, 
March 15, at Grosse 
Pointe Congregational 
Church, 240 Chalfonte, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
Memorial donations may 
be made to the church, 
240 Chalfonte Avenue, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 
48236, bit.ly/4k1bYGG. 

Barbara Ann 
Nickles

Barbara Ann Nickles, 
80, died peacefully at her 
home in Grosse Pointe 
Farms Tuesday, Feb. 11, 
2025, after a period of 
declining health.

Barbara was a compas-
sionate and caring woman 
with an abundance of 
faith and courage. She 
was an anchor for her 
family, a force for good in 
the community and a 
source of inspiration for 
all who knew and loved 
her. 

Barbara was born Dec. 
20, 1944, in Champaign, 
Ill., to Dr. Robert and 
Marjorie Jones, both now 
deceased.

She lived with her fam-
ily in Virginia, New Jersey 
and Michigan before 
attending Mount Holyoke 
College in South Hadley, 
Mass. During her senior 
year in 1966, she won fi rst 
prize in Vogue maga-
zine’s “Prix de Paris” 
career competition. Her 
reward was a job as a 
junior editor at Vogue and 
a trip to Paris. She turned 
down those honors, how-
ever, because she had 
promised to marry aspir-
ing physician Peter 
Nickles that year. They 
enjoyed a loving 61-year 
partnership during which 
they lived in California, 
N e w  Y o r k  a n d 
Massachusetts before set-
tling in Grosse Pointe 
Farms, where they lived 
for nearly 50 years.

In summer 1974, Dr. 
and Mrs. Nickles traveled 
to Greece to adopt their 
two beloved sons, John 
and Michael. The family 
was heartbroken when 

Michael died in 2001.
Barbara had two very 

successful careers. The 
fi rst was in the publishing 
fi eld, where she was an 
editor of textbooks. After 
she earned a master’s 
degree in computer sci-
ence from Wayne State 
University, she began a 
second career with Detroit 
Edison (now DTE), where 
she worked for many 
years. 

As an active member of 
Christ Church in Grosse 
Pointe Farms, Barbara 
was the producer of a spe-
cial presentation of 
“Noah’s Flood,” which 
was one of the highlights 
of her years of service to 
that faith community.

She was a gifted pianist, 
accomplished artist and 
always a strong supporter 
of the arts. As a co-
founder and benefactor of 
WRCJ-FM classical and 
jazz radio station in 
Detroit, she was honored 
to receive the station’s 
Crystal Microphone 
Award in 2012.

Barbara also was a 
proud member of the 
Daughters  of  the 
American Revolution. She 
was an avid reader and an 
enthusiastic travel com-
panion. She and Dr. 
Nickles traveled exten-
sively over the course of 
their long marriage.

In addition to her hus-
band, Peter, and son, 
John, Barbara is survived 
by her sister, Patricia 
Jones Ladew (Stephen) of 
Merrimack, N.H.; sister-
in-law, Demetra Nickles 
Kates (George) of 
Newport, R.I.; sister-in-
law, Carol Moss Jones of 
Wyoming, Mich.; aunt, 
Beverly Haubrock of 
Tempe, Ariz.; and eight 
nieces and nephews. She 
was predeceased by her 
parents; son, Michael; 
and brother, the Rev. 
Robert Jones Jr.

A memorial service will 
be held at Christ Church 
Grosse Pointe in March or 
April. 

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 
be made to the church, 61 
Grosse Pointe Blvd., 
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 
48236, bit.ly/4b92ANh; or 
90.9 WRCJ, 48325 Alpha 
Dr., Ste. 150, Wixom, MI 
48393, donate.wrcjfm.org/
wrcj/donate. 

Share a memory at 
verheyden.org.

Patricia J. Bower ClarkeCecelia E. ForinashPaul Mabarak

George Bonin EvansJames StevensonSharon Rose Walter

Barbara Ann Nickles

See OBITS, page 5B
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Worship
     Service

Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

022025

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study

9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service

WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

6:30 p.m. - Worship Service
Solomon Spangler, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org
15020 Hampton15020 Hampton
Grosse Pointe Park, Grosse Pointe Park, 
Michigan 48230-1302Michigan 48230-1302

AAmbrosembrose
SSaintaint

CCatholic atholic CChurchhurch

MMassesasses
Saturday Vigil — 4:00 p.m.
Sunday — 8:30 and 11:15 a.m.
Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.Tuesday — 8:30 a.m.
Thursday — 7:00 p.m.Thursday — 7:00 p.m.
Friday — NoonFriday — Noon

(313) 822-2814 • stambrosechurch.net • facebook.com/stambroseparish
      Saturday Vigil is streamed online at 8:00 a.m. Sunday on our facebook page      

Grace L. Wade

Grace L. (nee Vickers) 
Wade peacefully passed 
away Saturday, Feb. 8, 
2025, after a prolonged 
illness.

Grace was born in 
Detroit to James C. and 
Mildred P. Vickers. She 
spent her early years in 
southwest Virginia before 
returning to Detroit and 
graduating with honors 
from Mackenzie High 
School. Grace began her 
career at the Detroit 
Edison Co. (now DTE), 
where she met and mar-
ried the love of her life, 
John Wade. Their mar-
riage was a special and 
enduring relationship 
that lasted until John’s 
passing in 2021.

Grace and John raised 
a family in Grosse Pointe, 
where Grace was deeply 
involved in her children’s, 
and later her grandchil-
dren’s, lives. She was 
extremely proud of her 
family and was the big-
gest supporter of the 
many events in which the 
family participated. She 
served as a room parent, 
scout leader, “cookie cup-
board” coordinator for 
the Girl Scouts and fi eld 
trip chaperone, as well as 
attended numerous con-
certs, sporting events and 
religious ceremonies. 

When Grace returned 
to the workforce, she 
spent more than 20 years 
in the insurance industry. 
Upon retirement, she 
worked part time in the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Library system and was a 
devoted volunteer at Bon 
Secours (now Corewell) 
Hospital.

Grace is survived by 
her children, Patty 
Snider, John (Maureen 
Wade), Debbie (Mike 
Rude), Susan (Dan 
Crane), James (Laurie 
Marcus-Wade) and Julie 
(Bob Moesta). She was a 
loving grandmother to 17 
grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren. She 
also is fondly remem-
bered by cousins, neigh-
bors, coworkers and the 
many friends she made 
throughout her life.

A memorial Mass will 
be held Thursday, Feb. 
20, at St. Paul on the Lake 
Catholic Church, 157 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. Visitation begins 
at 9:30 a.m. with Mass at 
10 a.m. A columbarium 
committal service will be 
held at a later date.

In lieu of fl owers, the 
family requests memorial 
donations be made in 
Grace’s memory to the 
Grosse Pointe Library 
F o u n d a t i o n ,  1 0 

Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, MI 48236, my
g i v i n g . n e t / d o n a t e /
Support-GPLF. 

Her family expresses 
heartfelt gratitude to the 
many caregivers who 
provided loving care.

Stefanie Lynn 
Driscoll

Stefanie “Anie” Lynn 
Driscoll, 35, passed away 
Friday, Feb. 7, 2025.

Anie was born Dec. 6, 
1989, at St. John Hospital 
in Detroit. She was the 
beloved second-born 
daughter of Gary and 
Krista Driscoll. She was 
predeceased by her 
father, Gary; grandpar-
ents, Frank and May 
Krager; as well as 
Thomas and Bette 
Driscoll. She will be 
deeply missed by her 
mother, Krista Driscoll; 
sister and brother-in-
law, Alix and Michael 
Rourke; adoring neph-
ews, Miles and Landon 
Rourke; uncles and 
aunts, Franz Krager 
( D e b o r a h ) ,  K a r l a 
Derkacz (Jim) and David 
Driscoll (Kathleen); as 
well as all of her other 
wonderful family mem-
bers and friends.

Anie, who was nick-
named by her sister 
shortly after her birth, 
grew up in Grosse Pointe 
Woods. She attended 
Monteith Elementary 
School, Parcells Middle 
School and Grosse Pointe 
North High School. She 
was a joyful  and 
immensely talented child, 
particularly when it came 
to music. She worked 
with her grandmother, 
May, a music teacher, to 
learn several instru-
ments, but found her call-
ing with the trumpet. At 
just 7 years old she was 
invited to participate in 
the high school honors 
and jazz bands and stud-
ied privately with a music 
p r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e 
University of Michigan.

After losing her father 
following her high school 
graduation, she post-
poned her planned enroll-
ment at the University of 
Michigan. She later 
attended college there 
with the intent to major in 
English due to her love of 

writing. Not for a lack of 
ability, she decided to 
drop out and move to 
Traverse City, where she 
had spent summers with 
her family for many 
years. There she began 
her quick ascent to exec-
utive chef at the Grand 
Traverse Resort’s Aerie 
Restaurant and Lounge. 
Her ability and enthusi-
asm in the kitchen were 
astounding for someone 
so young, and several fea-
tures were published in 
northern Michigan peri-
odicals regarding her 
prowess in the industry.

She continued her 
career in the food indus-
try at several locations, 
including as executive 
chef at the Stony Point 
Pub in Suttons Bay and 
Bronze Door in Grosse 
Pointe Farms. Her latest 
endeavor was making 
and distributing home-
made soups to her 
“Souper Group” of fam-
ily, friends and neigh-
bors.

Anie was a skilled artist 
and enjoyed drawing in 
her sketchbook. She later 
developed a love of pho-
tography, particularly of 
the city of Detroit, which 
she showcased at a local 
art show at St. Andrew’s 
Hall in 2019.

More than anything, 
Anie loved spending time 
with her family, particu-
larly her nephews, Miles 
and Landon. She had an 
incredible sense of humor 
and always was armed 
with a joke or witty com-
ment. She enjoyed sports 
and politics and could 
carry on a conversation 
with anyone.

She had a deep and 
unrelenting love for ani-
mals, particularly her 
own: Kevin, her English 
bulldog that passed away 
in 2024; Harley, her 
adopted cat; many color-
ful and exotic fi sh; and 
most recently, Ozzy, a 
French bulldog and her 
loyal companion during 
her most challenging last 
months.

A memorial service will 
be held at 4 p.m. Saturday, 
March 8, at A.H. Peters 
Funeral Home, 20705 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods. The family will 
begin to receive guests at 
3 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, 

memorial donations may 
be made to Motor City 
Mitten Mission, 24623 
Harper, St. Clair Shores, 
MI 48080, motorcity
m i t t e n m i s s i o n . o r g /
donate; or Michigan 
Humane, 2937 E. Grand 
Blvd., Ste. 800, Detroit, 
MI 48202, bit.ly/3QnlVRa.

Donald Joseph 
Messing

D o n a l d  J o s e p h 
Messing, 85, peacefully 
passed away Friday, Feb. 
14, 2025, after a long bat-
tle with dementia and 
Parkinson’s disease.

Donald was born May 
11, 1939, in Grosse 
Pointe Farms, to Frank J. 
and Alma (nee Treppa) 
Messing. He was a 
devoted husband to 
Nancy (nee West) and a 
loving father to Tim, 
Caroline Smith, Kristin 
(Paul Kolinski) and 
Ryan. He also is survived 
by his grandchildren, 
Meghan Hinds (Troy), 
Annie, Wyatt, Jack and 
Lilly; as well as his great-
granddaughter, Hallie 
Elizabeth. His family was 
his greatest joy and he 
cherished the time spent 
with them. 

Donald was prede-
ceased by his parents, 
Frank J. and Alma; sis-
ter, Alma Marie, O.P.; 
and brother, Frank J. 
Messing.

Donald was known for 
his gentleness, humor, 
wisdom, kindness and 
love of education. He will 
be remembered for his 
passion for golf and ded-
ication to his work in 
education. He made a 
lasting impact on every-
one who knew him and 
his memory will live on 
in the hearts of those for-
tunate enough to have 
shared his life.

A celebrat ion of 
Donald’s life will be held 
at a later date. In lieu of 
flowers, the family 
requests memorial dona-
tions be made to a char-
ity or organization of the 
donor’s choice.

The family extends 
heartfelt thanks to those 
who have offered their 
love and support during 
this diffi cult time. 

Share a memory at 
verheyden.org. 

Grace L. Wade Stefanie Lynn Driscoll Donald Joseph Messing

OBITS:
Continued from page 4B

The Grosse Pointe 
Memorial Church choir 
and its new minister of 
music, Logan Hamilton, 
along with a group of 
Detroit-area jazz musi-
cians, will provide an 
afternoon of gospel and 
sacred jazz at 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 23.

Works by American 

jazz giants like John 
Coltrane and Duke 
Ellington will be pre-
sented, along with new 
works by sacred jazz 
composer Will Todd. 

G r o s s e  P o i n t e 
Memorial Church is 
located at 16 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.  

The concert is free.

Music at Memorial 
concert is Feb. 23

Memorial 
Church’s 
new minis-
ter of music, 
Logan 
Hamilton.

COURTESY 
PHOTO

The Detroit Concert 
Choir, led by Michael A. 
Mitchell, presents “Music 
of Triumph” at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, March 15, at 
Our Lady Star of the Sea 
Catholic Church, 467 
Fairford, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

An additional concert 
will be performed at 3 
p.m. Sunday, March 16, at 
Our Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, 2225 E. 14 Mile, 
Birmingham.

The performance 
includes George Frideric 
Handel’s Coronation 
Anthem, “The King Shall 
Rejoice,” with members of 
the Michigan Sinfonietta, 
as well as music from 
beloved composers  
B r i t t e n ,  V a u g h a n 
Wil l iams,  Victoria, 
Hassler, Moses Hogan 
and others, as well as a 

tribute to DCC founding 
conductor Gordon Nelson. 

The internationally rec-
ognized DCC features 
singers from more than 35 
metro Detroit communi-
ties, including Grosse 
Pointe residents Robert 
Acton, Michael Auty, Stan 
Harr, Rachel Hutchinson, 
Judy Jogan, Joseph 
Lucido, Michelle Metes, 
Veronica Smith and Marie 
Zacny. 

Tickets are $25 for 
adults, $20 for seniors and 
$15 for students. Tickets 
may be purchased 
through Eventbrite; the 
DCC website, detroitcon-
certchoir.org; by calling 
(313) 882-0118; or at the 
door one hour before the 
start time.

For more information, 
email dcc@detroitconcert
choir.org.

DCC presents ‘Music 
of Triumph’ March 15
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GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY
Animals Available for 
Adoption at gpaas.org
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
313-884-1551 OR www.gpaas.org

Ca ll to a rra nge aCa ll to a rra nge a
Meet a nd Gre etMeet a nd Gre et

 MeetMeet

WIL LOWWIL LOW

 MeetMeet

MAXMAX
Female, 5 months old,Female, 5 months old,

Shorthair, Black/White.Shorthair, Black/White.

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

Male, 4 months old, French Bulldog/Male, 4 months old, French Bulldog/
Poodle, Black/White, 20 lbs.Poodle, Black/White, 20 lbs.

SERVING GROSSE POINTE, ST. CLAIR SHORES
AND SURROUNDING AREAS

(586) 775-2441
bobdowneyplumbing.com

Free In-Home Estimates

10%

✓ Sewer & Drain Cleaning

✓ Excavation Sewers & Water Lines

✓ Residential Plumbing Services

✓ Toilet Repairs and Installation

✓ Disposal Repair

✓ Thawing & Frozen Pipe Repair

✓ Faucet Repair

$$100 OFF100 OFF
ServicesServices

over over $$15001500

FAMILY
OWNED

& OPERATED
FOR OVER
60 YEARS!Licensed and Insured Master Plumber

All Types of Plumbing Repairs 
TOILETS • WATER HEATERS • FAUCETS
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25

Next Open Houses
Sat., February 22nd & March 1st

10-Noon

01
30

25

ered a one- to three-
minute presentation, 
followed by a 30-second 
video showcasing their 
amazing business and 
the incredible work they 
are doing,” Boettcher 
said. “The audience at 
the breakfast had an 
important task of watch-
ing each presentation 
and downloading a QR 
code provided by the 
chamber. The QR code 
allowed them to vote for 
their No. 1 business — 
the one they believe is 
most deserving of a 
grant. The first-place 
winner received the top 
grant amount, while the 
runner-up businesses 
received smaller grants. 
Everyone is a winner at 
the chamber’s annual 
breakfast and we are 
thrilled to show our 
support for the busi-
nesses.”

Wagner of Kid & Play 
earned the most votes.

The chamber’s Small 
Business Grant oppor-
tunity is available to all 
chamber member busi-
ness. Boettcher encour-
aged more businesses to 
apply.

“The next round of 
grants  and Young 
E n t r e p r e n e u r 
Scholarships will be in 
January 2026,” she said, 
noting the chamber 
foundation’s Legacy on 
the Lake event will be 
even more impactful 
this year, “as more fund-
ing from the proceeds 
will go toward support-
ing” the scholarships 
and grants.

Legacy on the Lake 
will take place June 18, 
but there are plenty 
more chamber activities 
to look forward to 
before then. Restaurant 
Week takes place March 
2 to 8; the Mayors’ 
Prayer Breakfast is 
slated May 1; and the 
c h a m b e r ’ s  f i r s t 
Community Impact Day 
is planned May 14.

Later this year, the 
Grosse  Pointe  Art 
Festival is Aug. 2, Power 
of Pink is Oct. 14 and 
the 50th annual Santa 
Claus Parade is Nov. 28. 

Visit grossepointe-
chamber.com for more 
details.

CHAMBER:
Continued from page 1B

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ANDREAS BROWNE/
YELLOW DOOR PHOTOGRAPHY

From top, first-place winner Joyce Wagner of Kid & 
Play; runner-up Andreas Browne of Yellow Door 
Photography; runner-up Naszreen Gibson of The 
Rendezvous With Tea; and Adrian Reetz, on behalf 
of runner-up Betsy Rossman of The Lon Next Door.

Thursdays, Feb. 20 and 
March 13. 

◆ Family Workshop: 
Maple Tapping, 10 a.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 22. 
Admission costs vary.

◆  Maple  Syrup: 
Tapped, Shaken and 
Served,  5 :30 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 27. 
Admission is $30 for 
members, $35 for guests, 
adults only.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

Act 2
Grosse Pointe Theatre’s 

Act 2 Senior Readers’ 
Theatre presents “Tales 
and Tunes,” at 7 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 21, at St. 
Michael’s Episcopal 
C h u r c h ,  2 0 4 7 5 
Sunningdale Park, Grosse 
Pointe Woods. Admission 
is free, but tickets must be 
reserved in advance. Visit 
gpt.org/Act2.

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:

◆ 7:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 21, Henry 
Ford St. John Hospital, 
22101 Moross, Detroit.

◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 
F r i d a y ,  F e b .  2 1 , 
R e d e e m e r  U n i t e d 
Methodist Church, 20571 
Vernier, Harper Woods. 

◆ 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 23, St. 
Margare t  Catho l i c 
Church, 21201 E. 13 Mile, 
St. Clair Shores.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

The War Memorial
The War Memorial, 32 

Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, offers programs 
and activities for the 
community. For informa-

tion on the following, 
visit warmemorial.org

◆ Dave Bennett Winter 
Brunch Series featuring 
Sean Dobbins, 11 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
22. VIP, general admis-
sion and concert-only 
tickets are available.

◆ Confl ict and Healing 
Lecture Series—Part 
One: The Psychology of 
Trauma, 2 to 3:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 23.

◆ Climate Change and 
Gardening: What Does it 
all  Mean?, 7 p.m. 
Tuesday,  Feb.  25. 
Admission is free for 
Grosse Pointe Garden 
Center members, $10 for 
nonmembers.

◆  Premier World 
D i s c o v e r y  T r i p 
Presentation, 1 to 2:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 
26. Trips to be discussed 
include an eight-day 
Music Cities Tour and a 
nine-day Burgundy & 
Provence River Cruise.

GPAA
The Grosse Pointe 

Artists Association offers 
a variety of classes at its 
studio, located at The War 
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointeartcen-
ter.org.

◆ Dyeing with Indigo 
and Other Natural Dyes 
with Ann Jacob, 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 22.

◆ Needle Felting Small 
Creatures with Ann Jacob, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
March 1.

◆ Japanese Woodblock 
Print Workshop with 
Nobuko Yamasaki, 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays, 
March 8 to 22. Registration 
deadline is Friday, Feb. 
21.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 

offers a variety of classes 
a n d  p r o g r a m s . 
Registration is required 
at (313) 882-9600 for the 
following:

◆ Restorative Evening 
Yoga, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
the first and third 
Thursdays, through 
March 20, with instructor 
Allie Short. Cost is $7 for 
members, $10 for guests. 

◆ Social Media for 
Mature Learners, 4 to 5 
p.m. Fridays, through 
May 9, with instructor 
Janisse Green.

◆ Upscale Jewelry 
Design for Beginners, 10 
a.m. to noon Mondays, 
through March 3, with 
instructor Kathleen 
Robinson Young.

◆ The movie “Rescued 
by Ruby” is shown at 
noon Friday, Feb. 21. 
Cost is $3 for members, 
$5 for guests, and 
includes snacks.

Rotary
The Rotary Club of 

Grosse Pointe hosts its 
next meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 26, at 
Village Grille, 16930 
Kercheval, City of Grosse 
P o i n t e .  M e l a n i e 
M a r k o w i c z  w i t h 
Greektown Neighborhood 
Partnership, speaks. 
Email  grossepointe
rotary@gmail.com. 

Adaptive yoga
Yoga Moves Any Body, 

in partnership with the 
Kirk Gibson Foundation, 
hosts Adaptive Chair 
Yoga classes at 11:30 a.m. 
Mondays at Full Lotus 
Yoga, 20365 Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Woods. Adaptive 
yoga benefi ts those with 
mult ip le  sc leros is , 
Parkinson’s disease, 
stroke and other neuro-
muscular conditions. Cost 
is $12 per drop-in class or 
five classes for $50 in 
advance. Visit fulllotus
yoga.net.

EVENTS:
Continued from page 2B

Oudolf Garden Detroit will host a 
series of virtual public lectures in 
February, March and April, presenting 
different aspects of the garden.

The first takes place 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 24. “The Technology of 
Oudolf Garden Detroit” will be pre-
sented by Duncan Campbell, Sean 
Loos and Chuck Milligan. The lectures 
includes a tour of the behind-the-
scenes technology that supported the 
2020 planting and supports the ongo-
ing management of Oudolf Garden 
Detroit. The speakers will explore the 
geographic information system (GIS) 
database system that not only tracks 
plants, trees and scrubs but also maps 
infrastructure, irrigation and plant 
growth patterns and water usage. See 
our plants grow before your eyes with 
our drone imagery.

The second lecture, “Beauty in Four 
Seasons at the Oudolf Garden Detroit,” 
takes place 6:30 p.m. Monday, March 
10. Richard Thomas and Ryan Southen 

will present “a visual romp through 
four seasons of texture, bloom and 
beauty at the Oudolf Garden Detroit.” 
Guests will see the garden through 
Southen’s professional eye while 
Thomas provides narration during this 
hour-long program aimed at enliven-
ing memories and re-kindling joys of 
discovery and volunteering in the gar-
den. 

The fi nal lecture, “The Oudolf Native 
Meadows,” takes place 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, April 7, and will be led by 
Meredith Simpson. She will provide an 
overview of the Jean Wright Hudson 
Peace Meadows — a lakeplain wet 
prairie habitat. She’ll discuss the who, 
what and how of efforts made so far to 
rehabilitate the low-lying area sur-
rounding the Nancy Brown Peace 
Carillon, while highlighting some of 
the native plants in the plant palette. 

For more information or to sign up, 
visit oudolfgardendetroit.org/lecture-
series.

Oudolf Garden offers virtual public lecture series
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Beline Obeid 
Broker/Owner

(313) 343-0100
Beline@Beline.com 
www.Beline.com
19846 MACK AVENUE
GROSSE POINTE WOODS MI 48236
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It takes
a neighbor
to know the 

neighborhood!

022025

Plus...
Storytime (Free)
Every Tuesday at 10:30 a.m.

Design Through the Decades Guided Tour
March 1 - 31 at 1 p.m.

The Edsel & Eleanor Ford House is a 501(c)3 not–for–profit 
organization and National Historic Landmark

Acclaimed Detroit-
based artist Jeanne Bieri 
is a featured artist in 
“Pushing Boundaries,” 
an immersive exhibition 
at the Janice Charach 
Gallery, located within 
the Detroit Jewish 
Community Center in 
West Bloomfield. The 
exhibition, which runs 
through Wednesday, 
March 5, brings together 
seven artists who experi-
ment with diverse mate-
rials to explore space, 
movement and artistic 
play.

Bieri, a 2017 Kresge 
Fellow and three-time 
Scarab Club Gold Medal 
winner, is known for her 

innovative fusion of 
painting and textile art. 
Her work integrates sew-
ing into her paintings, 
creating intricate, lay-
ered compositions that 
challenge the boundaries 
between the tactile and 

the visual, realism and 
abstraction.

“My creative process is 
a journey of visual prob-
lem-solving,” said Bieri, a 
resident of Grosse Pointe 
Farms. “Textiles allow 
me to add a unique layer 
of fl uidity and energy to 
my work. By incorporat-
ing fabric, I invite the 
materials themselves to 
interact with space and 
form, offering new 
dimensions of texture 
and movement.” 

This dynamic dialogue 
between paint and fabric 
becomes a means to push 
the boundaries of tradi-
tional artistic mediums, 
where both materials and 

space become integral 
components of the over-
all narrative.

Visitors will be able to 
explore Bieri’s work by 
seeing a variety of quilts 
put together with these 
unique textiles.

In addition to Bieri, 
“Pushing Boundaries” 
features work by Boisali 
Biswas, Terry Lee Dill, 
Nanci LaBret Einstein, 
Meighen Jackson, Jay 
Knapp and David Velez 
Felix. The exhibition was 
developed in collabora-
tion with artist and cura-
tor  Nanc i  LaBret 
Einstein.

For more information, 
visit charachgallery.org.

Jeanne Bieri showcases work in 
‘Pushing Boundaries’ exhibition

COURTESY PHOTO

An example of Bieri’s work.

Jeanne Bieri

Chamber Music at the 
Scarab Club presents 
its next concert at 3 
p.m. Sunday, March 9, 
in the main gallery of 
D e t r o i t ’ s  h i s t o r i c 
Scarab  C lub ,  217 
Farnsworth, Detroit. 

The program will 
open with the sounds of 
h a r p i s t  M a u r i c e 
Draughn and soprano 
A l i c e  M c A l l i s t e r 
Tillman. The duo will 
perform a set of songs 
by H. Leslie Adams 
based on poetry by 
James Dillet Freeman, 
Georgia Douglas John 
and Paul Laurence 
Dunbar that revolves 
around the journey of 
life and love. 

The series welcomes 
celebrated soprano 
Tillman for the first 
time. Draughn is well-
known to CMSC and 
always brings excep-
tional programs and 
great artistry. 

The concert’s second 
half will feature the 
Bayberry String Quartet 

performing Mozart, 
Debussy and Gershwin. 
BSQ is emerging onto 
the concert scene with 
recent appearances at 
Carnegie Hall and the 
Chautauqua Institute. 
Only in its sixth season, 
the group has enjoyed 
res idencies  a t  the 
C h i c a g o  S u z u k i 

I n s t i t u t e ,  S T E P 
Birmingham Chamber 
Music Workshop, Peaks 
to Plains Institute in 
C o l o r a d o  a n d 
P h o e n i x P h e s t  i n 
Michigan. In June 2024, 
BSQ released an album 
of early Mozart quartets 
titled “Only Mozarts in 
the Building.”  The 

members of the quartet 
are violinists Nurit 
Pacht and Steffani 
Kitayama, violist Gabe 
Bolkosky and cellist 
Laura Usiskin. 

Each piece will be 
introduced by one of 
the musicians. 

Tickets are $30 at the 
door, $25 in advance, 
$10  fo r  s tuden ts . 

Purchase tickets online 
at tinyurl.com/2ya5fm55

For more informa-
tion, visit scarabclub.
org or call (248) 921-
3193.

Scarab Club presents Bayberry String Quartet with harp, soprano

COURTESY PHOTOS

Maurice Draughn, left, and Alice McAllister 
Tillman.Bayberry String Quartet

Frosty and friends
Mountain cur River, left, and brown Labrador Marcie, pose by Frosty and 
Frosty’s dog, created by Marcie’s owner, Sam Lewis. River’s owner, Peter 
Toenjes, snapped the photo at the Grosse Pointe Farms dog park Saturday, Feb. 
15.

PHOTO COURTESY OF 
PETER TOENJES
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DEAR ANNIE: I never 
thought I had a screen 
time problem until my 
daughter called me out. 
The other night, we were 
sitting on the couch 
together, and she was 
excitedly telling me about 
her day. Without thinking, 
I picked up my phone to 
check a notifi cation. She 
stopped mid-sentence and 
sighed, “Never mind, 
you’re not even listening.” 
That hit me hard.

I realize now that 
screens are pulling me 
away from the things that 
matter most. I scroll 
through social media 

when I should be sleep-
ing, leaving me exhausted 
the next day. I respond to 
work emails during family 
dinner, making my loved 
ones feel ignored. Even 
when I try to unwind with 
a show, I find myself 
mindlessly scrolling at the 
same time, not really pres-
ent in anything I’m doing.

I don’t want to be that 
person anymore. I want to 
be more engaged in my 
own life instead of just 
consuming content. But 
every time I try to cut 
back, I feel restless — like 
I’m missing something. 
How can I set better 

boundaries with my 
screen time without feel-
ing disconnected or giving 
in to the habit all over 
again? — Trying to Log 
Off and Tune In

DEAR TUNE IN: It 
must have been painful to 
hear your daughter’s dis-
appointment, but often-
times, those wake-up calls 
serve as the best catalysts 
for change. You are not 
alone. Screens were 
designed to take our 
attention. They have a 
way of being in our lives 
every moment, often with-
out us realizing it. The fact 

that you’re aware of the 
problem and want to 
make a change is already 
a big step in the right 
direction.

Start small. You don’t 
have to go cold turkey on 
screen time, but setting 
gentle boundaries can 
make a world of differ-
ence. Try establishing 
“screen-free times” -- like 
no phones at the dinner 
table or putting your 
phone in another room 
when spending time with 
loved ones. Even just 30 
minutes before bed with-
out screens can help you 
sleep better and wake up 

feeling more present.
Brainstorm things you 

enjoy doing that don’t 
involve screens, and make 
them a priority. Pick up 
that book you’ve been 
meaning to read, go for a 
walk or start a new hobby 
that keeps your hands 
busy. The more fulfi lling 
your off-screen moments 
are, the less you’ll feel like 
you’re missing out.

And when the urge to 

check your phone creeps 
in, pause and ask your-
self: “Is this adding value 
to my life right now?” 
Over time, this simple 
habit can help you become 
more intentional about 
how you spend your time.

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2024 
CREATORS.COM.

Struggling with screen time Dear Annie
by Annie Lane

GROSSE POINTEGROSSE POINTEGabbyGabby Pointing you in Pointing you in 

the right the right 

direction with direction with 

real-life advice!real-life advice!

Dear Gabby: I want to 
know more about my 
house in Grosse Pointe, 
but I don’t really know 
where to start. What’s 
the best way to get the 
info? — Curious

Dear Curious: Thank 
you for your inquiry 
about researching your 
home’s history! The 
Grosse Pointe Historical 
Society (GPHS) is a fan-
tastic local resource 
that can assist you on 
this exciting journey.

The GPHS archivist is 
a wealth of knowledge 

and can help you 
explore a variety of 
materials related to 
homes in the Pointes. 
These include real 
estate fi les, photographs 
and even a collection of 
blueprints.

While they may not 
have blueprints for every 
house, they often have 
other valuable resources 
that can shed light on 
your home’s provenance 
and evolution, such as 
information about the 
architect, builder and 
original owners.

If you’re interested in 

learning more about the 
family that built your 
home, the GPHS has a 
treasure trove of addi-
tional resources that 
can aid your research. 
T h e i r  c o l l e c t i o n 
includes scrapbooks, 
newspaper clippings, 
school and club year-
books, pamphlets and 
other historical ephem-
era.

To get started, you can 
contact the archivist 
directly via email at archi-
vist@gphistorical.org. 
And even better, if you’re 
a GPHS member, your 

initial research request is 
completely free.

To learn more about the 
GPHS and its resources, 
visit its website at historic-
grossepointe.org/research
andreproductions.

I hope this information 
proves helpful. 

Wishing you the best of 
luck with your research.

— Gabby

We love problem-solving 
and giving advice! Please 
send us your questions & 
problems to advice@
grossepointenews.com.

Discovering the history of GP homes

Since we last sipped, we 
watched another (boring) 
Super Bowl that wasn’t 
ours, had some not-so-fun 
“sick days,” a couple wor-
thy “snow days” and shared 
Valentine’s Day with our 
friends and loved ones. 

The shortest month of 
the year is winding down, 
which means spring train-
ing has started and March 
Madness is right around 
the corner. The town is 
about to embark on its own 
version of March Madness 
with the Grosse Pointe 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
Restaurant Week. 

Who, what, where and 
when? Food Gossip will be 
dishing out your options in 
two parts so everyone is 
ready to dine out and sup-
port local restaurants come 
Sunday, March 2. That’s 
the “when.”

Let’s start with the 
beauty that  is  The 
Continental at Ford House. 
This historic property, 
located on the famous 
curve of Jefferson that con-
nects Grosse Pointe to St. 
Clair Shores, is joining the 
fun this year, as well as 
being one of many spon-
sors. Its beautiful dining 
room with stunning views 
all the way around will be 
offering a three-course 
dinner special that sounds 
delicious: a mushroom 
crostini starter, followed 
by a grilled salmon dish 
and fi nished with a fabu-
lous butter cake dessert, 
for $48.

Live music is enjoyed 
every Thursday and a fresh 
fish or seafood dish is 
offered every week. If you 
have not dined at this 
estate, Restaurant Week is 
the perfect opportunity. 
Reservations are preferred 
and may be made online at 
fordhouse.org

P e n d y ’ s  o n  M a c k 
Avenue in Grosse Pointe 
Woods is  offering a 
three-course meal as 
well. For $38, one can 
enjoy an entrée course 
that features a choice of 
skillet tenderloin tips, 
sizzling PEI black mus-
sels or cavatelli pasta 
with vodka sauce.

While you are there, 
make sure bartender Sarah 
makes you a delicious 
cocktail. 

Also on Mack Avenue, 
Champs Rotisserie & 
Seafood will be offering 
three different options.

First is its famous rib 
snack, served with cottage 
fries and your choice of 
soup, salad or coleslaw.

Second is a half rotis-
se r i e  ch icken ,  a l so 
served with soup salad 
or coleslaw.

The third option is any 
of their entrée salads 
served with a broiled 
chicken breast. Each of 
these entrées are $20 per 
person and you can add 
a bottle of ANY house 
wine for only $15. Those 
are some excellent deals.

Irish Coffee is in the mix 
and has quite a variety 
planned for the week — 
beef, chicken and fi sh. 

“Two things that are spe-
cials we run weekly,” 
owner Mike Kennedy said. 

For its beef option: 
“The French dip — which 
is something we have 
recently added to the 
menu on Saturdays and 
Sundays — we will have 
a l l  w e e k  d u r i n g 
Restaurant Week. It’s 
been a fan favorite, 
served with fries.” Its 
chicken option is a crispy 
chicken sandwich, served 
with fries.

The fish option is its 
tuna melt, which also 

has been a longtime 
f a v o r i t e ,  n o r m a l l y 
se rved  Fr idays  and 
Saturdays only. They’ll 
be served all week long, 
with fries as well. But 
what about their burgers 
and perch? No worries, 
Mike said.

“We will still be includ-
ing our $5 one-third-pound 
burger special every week, 
Mondays from 5 to 10 p.m. 
and Saturdays noon to 4 
p.m., as well as our award-
winning perch all Lent 
long.” Phew! 

Over on Fisher Road, 

and another sponsor of 
this great event, is High 
Pointe Burger Jointe, 
which has an excellent 
week planned with some-
thing for everyone.

Its Girls Night Special 
for $20 includes two 
dirty smashers and a 
dirty martini.  Dinner 
with Dad for $30 includes 
six classic smashers, two 
Miller Lites and two dol-
lar Icees. Its Family Fun 
special for $50 includes 
12 classic smashers and 

Food Gossip
by Nina Taormina

                                                                                                         COURTESY PHOTOS

Pendy’s skillet tenderloin tips.

                                                                                                          COURTESY PHOTO

High Pointe Burger Jointe.

Grosse Pointe Restaurant Week (part 1)

See  FOOD, page 3C

Pendy’s PEI black mussels.
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$2 Icees for the kids. 
This definitely will be a 
h o t  s p o t  d u r i n g 
Restaurant Week. 

In The Village, the duo 
that is Sidecar Slider Bar 
and Shift Kitchen & 
Cocktails both have some 
specials up their sleeves. 
For $9, get two sliders of 
your choice at Sidecar and 
you can buy one, get one 
half-off (the lesser value 
item) on any food item at 
Shift.

Hello, my absolute favor-
ite Brussels sprouts and 
lettuce wraps! Both loca-

tions’ regular 
menus will be 
available for 
your choices. 

Be sure to 
check back 
next week for 
part two. You 
now know the 
when,  but 
there’s much 
more to come 
on the who, 
w h a t  a n d 
where of this 
year’s Grosse 
P o i n t e 
R e s t a u r a n t 
Week.

Stay tuned. 
Stay hungry. 

by Anna Lizer

5 Out Of 5

In our house, spills are 
pretty much inevitable. 
From dips and yogurt 
containers to salsa and 
milk, messes happen. 
Enter refrigerator shelf 
liners, the solution I never 
knew I needed but now 
cannot live without.

These l iners  from 
Linda’s Essentials have 
completely changed how 
we handle fridge spills. 
Instead of scrubbing 
sticky yogurt out of cracks 
or dismantling the entire 
shelf to clean up spilled 
milk, I can simply pull out 
the liner, rinse it in the 
sink and put it right back. 
It is a game changer for 
anyone who dreads clean-
ing their fridge.

The installation was a 
breeze, taking about 10 
minutes total. You just 
trim the liners to fi t your 
shelves and you are good 
to go. They are made of 
BPA-free,  food-grade 
EVA material, so they are 
completely safe to use 
around food. 

The liners are textured 
on one side to prevent 
food from slipping and 
s l id ing  around and 
smooth on the other for 
easy removal.

Not only are these lin-
ers incredibly practical, 
but they also help keep 
the fridge looking neat 
and clean. Their clear 
design is sleek and unob-
trusive, blending seam-

lessly with any fridge 
interior. And the best part 
is they are versatile. 
These liners can be used 
in drawers, cabinets and 
anywhere else in need of 
a little extra protection 
from spills or scratches.

These liners are a life-
saver and can be found on 
Amazon.

They make maintaining 
a clean fridge so much 
easier and eliminate 
the dread of 
tackling sticky 
spills. I give 
them a solid 5 
out of 5 alliga-
tors. Whether 
you are gearing 
up for a new 
year of organiz-

ing or just looking for a 
simple way to make life 
easier, these refrigerator 
shelf liners are absolutely 
worth it.

We LOVE testing out 
new th ings !  Te l l  us 
about your favorite item 
or something you want 
us to try for you! Drop 
us a l ine at  media@
grossepointenews.com.

I tasted a wine the 
other day from a bottle 
with a label stating that 
the alcohol was 14.5 per-
cent. It tasted like it was 
about twice that; my 
throat burn was so strong 
I sought antacids.

By definition, wine 
has alcohol. Without it, 
most nonalcoholic wines 
are thin and lackluster. 
Even the latest efforts 
are not particularly excit-
ing.

Some wines are typi-

cally low in alcohol, but 
the lower you go, the 
more likely the wine is to 
retain a bit of sugar. 
Some German rieslings 
have alcohol levels in the 
7 percent to 10 percent 
range, but most of them 
are fairly sweet.

It wasn’t until the late 
1970s that a few wines, 
mainly reds, reached as 
high as 13.5 percent alco-
hol. The only exceptions 
were a few zinfandels that 
were in the vinous strato-

sphere at 14.1 percent or 
so. A handful of such 
wines came out that were 
called “late harvest.”

Today, later picking 
has resulted in more 
grape sugar. Since fer-
mentation converts sug-
ars into alcohol, alcohols 
now are regularly above 
14 percent, and many are 
15 percent. Since any 
wine over 14 percent 
alcohol can legally be a 
full point higher, I’m not 
surprised when I try 
wines that taste a lot 
more alcoholic than their 
labels state.

There are many ways 
to make lower-alcohol 
wines. One method is 
simply for the winery to 
add water. And it’s easier 
to add water today than 
it once was, since a 2002 
ruling by the state of 

California eased controls 
on water additions.

Another idea is to use 
a machine to remove 
alcohol. Several different 
processes have been 
developed for this, 
including reverse osmo-
sis and use of a machine 
called a spinning cone.

Alcohol  removal 
seems like it’s tinkering 
with nature, but alcohol 
has an aroma that covers 
wine fl avors, which you 
can sense for yourself. 
Pour vodka into a glass 
and take a whiff. Since 
vodka is a neutral grain 
spirit, its aroma is light 
but still noticeable.

Since Dry January is 
over, some people have 
resumed consuming wine 
but are consuming less. 
The simplest way to reduce 
consumption is to add a 

teaspoon of water to your 
5-ounce glass of wine.

Purists will say this is 
heresy, but I do it all the 
time. It really does not 
dilute the wine, and in 
some cases, it expands 
the aroma!

Of course, too much 
water will thin the wine, 
so care should be used in 
pursuing this strategy.

Wine of the Week:
2023 Dry Creek 

Vineyards Chenin Blanc, 
Clarksburg ($18) — A 
delightful and fresh-fruit 

aroma of melons and cit-
rus is rewarding, and the 
slight sweetness left in 
the wine makes it a per-
fect accompaniment for 
Thai food. Since the wine 
has only 12.5 percent 
alcohol, it is succulent 
and nicely balanced.

To fi nd out more about 
Sonoma County resident 
Dan Berger, visit the 
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.
com.

COPYRIGHT 2023 
CREATORS.COM.

Here is a recipe that 
involves few ingredients 
and you may already have 
them on hand. It’s defi -
nitely a nostalgic one that 
many remember from 
those lovely school cafete-
ria lunches from so many 
years ago. This is a retro 
dessert from the 60s and 
70s that was prepared 
with love by your local 
lunch lady.

The ingredients are 
simple, cheap and it can 
easily be made in bulk.

Chocolate and peanut 
butter go hand in hand 
and they work their magic 
in this recipe as a sweet 
treat fi nger food.

Shortbread cookies are 
crushed up and added to 
the peanut butter which 
gives it a hearty grit and 
helps to bind the bars 

together. If you can’t fi nd 
shortbread cookies, you 
can swap for graham 
crackers but I do like the 
buttery shortbread in this 
recipe. I melted choco-
late chips with some 
extra peanut butter and 
poured it over the top. It 
creates a nice thick 
chocolate topping.

This recipe is so perfect 
to make with the kids. 
Though keep napkins on 
hand for messy fingers. 
Speaking of fi ngers, I spy 
two anxious ones in the 
picture trying to steal one 
before I could even snap 
the shot!

Cheers, Mombeau

Peanut Butter Bars

16, or 2, cups crushed 

butter shortbread cook-
ies (Walker’s)

2 cups plus 2 tbsp 
creamy peanut butter

1 tsp vanilla extract

¾ cup melted salted 
butter

2 cups confectioners 
sugar

2 cups semi sweet 
chocolate chips

Combine together, well, 
all ingredients except for 
the chocolate chips and 2 
tablespoons of peanut but-
ter in a large bowl or bowl 
of a standing mixer. Add 
the confectioners sugar a 
bit at a time to avoid a 
cloud of white! Scrape the 

contents into a greased 
8x8 dish.

Next in a small bowl, 
add the chocolate chips 
and remaining 2 table-
spoons of peanut butter. 

Microwave in 30 second 
intervals, stirring after 
each one until smooth. It 
takes about a minute and 
a half. Pour the melted 
chocolate over top of the 

peanut butter mixture. 
Cover with plastic wrap 
and chill in the refrigerator 
for at least an hour. Slice 
into small squares and 
enjoy.

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

Lunch lady peanut butter bars

New year, new organizing projects

PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON

Making low-alcohol wine

Best
BAR BURGERSBAR BURGERS

IN TOWN!IN TOWN!

CALL for CARRY-OUTCALL for CARRY-OUT
18666 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Farms

313-881-5675
022025

SEE 
MENU

yKennedy’s

EST. 
1980

OPEN FOR LUNCH OPEN FOR LUNCH 
SATURDAYSSATURDAYS

GRILL OPEN
12pm - 12am

$5 BURGERS
12pm - 4pm

Delivery Available throughDelivery Available through
DoorDash, Uber Eats & GrubhubDoorDash, Uber Eats & Grubhub

DID YOU KNOW?

BEST
BEST

of the

20        24

Best
PERCHPERCH

SANDWICHSANDWICH

PERCHPERCH
DINNERDINNER

FOOD:
Continued from page 2C

Shift Kitchen & Cocktails Brussels sprouts.
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MOVIE REVIEW
“Low Down”

2014 - Rated R
1 hr 54 min
★★★★✩

I’ve been a jazz buff 
since my best friend’s 
dad turned us on to the 
music of Charlie Parker 
in our teens. So Bird, 
John Coltrane and 
Thelonius Monk have 

been a part of my life 
seemingly forever. I have 
a special fondness for 
musicians from the Bop 
and Post-Bop era of the 
1950s and 60s. However, 
I was shocked that I’d 
never heard of the bril-
liant pianist Joe Albany. 
For some reason, he’s 
fl own under my radar all 
this time, as did this 
biopic of his life. How the 

heck did that happen?
I added “Low Down” to 

my queue when it popped 
up on Kanopy, mainly 
because it starred Elle 
Fanning. For whatever rea-
son, I kept putting off view-

ing this incredible movie. 
What an absolute gem of a 
fi lm.

Cinematographer Jeff 
Preiss, who made one of 
my favorite jazz films, 
“Let’s Get Lost,” a docu-
mentary about legendary 
jazz trumpeter Chet 
Baker, directed it. If you 
haven’t seen it, and are 
interested in a remark-
able character study, I 
highly recommend it. 

This fi lm is based on the 
memoir written by Joe’s 
daughter Amy Albany, 
and it truly speaks from 
the heart.

It’s less a linear story 
and more of a series of 
vignettes — a bit like an 
impromptu jazz composi-
tion. Preiss and cinema-
tographer Christopher 
Blauvelt fi lmed the movie 
in 16mm and it has a 
gritty, golden hue to it.

While the story takes 
place in Los Angeles in 
the mid-70s, it has more 
of a 1950s nostalgic 
vibe to it. 

One of the major factors 
that make this such an 
affecting fi lm is the strong 
cast. It includes Fanning, 
plus John Hawkes as Joe, 

Glen Close as his mother, 
Flea from the Red Hot 
Chili Peppers as a fellow 
musician and Joe’s good 
friend, and a surprise 
appearance by the always-
i n t e r e s t i n g  P e t e r 
Dinklage, who plays one 
of his neighbors. 

We fi rst meet Amy, the 
13-year-old daughter of 
Joe, looking out of their 
apartment window. She 
witnesses her dad being 
roughed up by a couple of 
thugs. It sort of sets the 
tone for the rest of the 
fi lm. We get the hint that 
life isn’t going to be easy 
for the two of them. Then 
we’re privy to their private 
lives. Joe’s a brilliant jazz 
pianist who, like so many 
jazz musicians of this or 
any era, is strung out on 
heroin. It just seems to go 
with the turf. Maybe it’s the 
price one has to pay to cre-
ate such meaningful and 
groundbreaking music. 

In spite of Joe’s drug 
problem, the two have an 
easy relationship. Amy 
puts up with her father’s 
faults because she truly 
adores him. And it’s 
apparent that she’s in 
love with the music he 

performs as well. We can 
see it in her eyes when 
she plays one of his 
records in their apart-
ment, or the way she 
lights up watching him 
perform live. In some 
respects, Joe isn’t the 
best dad a young girl 
could have. However, he 
loves her and is usually 
around for her. He really 
does the best he can. 

There’s an amusing 
scene when Joe wakes 
up with a hangover and 
encourages Amy to get 
ready for school. She 
responds, “It’s the week-
end!” He smiles and says, 
“It is, isn’t it? That’s great 
news!” It’s this childlike 
innocence that makes 
Joe so charming. The 
two of them are both 
children in many ways, 
however it’s pretty 
apparent that Joe’s never 
going to grow up.  

Two other people fi gure 
prominently in their lives. 
Joe’s mother, played by 
Glen Close, is a bit of an 
enabler. She means well 
for her son, but realizes 
what a genius he is and 
doesn’t give him the tough 
love he needs. Then there’s 
Amy’s mom, Sheila (Lena 
Headey), who drifts and 
out of her life. She’s a bit-
ter, falling-down drunk 
who is better off staying 
away from her daughter. 
Fortunately, that’s pre-
cisely what she does. 

The story of this part of 
Joe’s life is lovingly told 
by Amy, and is narrated 
by Ms. Fanning. It gives 
us a peak at the trials and 
tribulations this under-
appreciated jazz per-
former endured. If you 
enjoy the fi lm, I encour-
age you to look for 
Albany’s music on 
YouTube. There you’ll 
also find an hour-long 
documentary about him 
that’s worth watching. 

Currently streaming 
for free on Kanopy and 
Hoopla (with your library 
card), Plex, and Peacock. 
And to rent on Apple TV, 
Amazon Prime, and 
other services.

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good 
book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your 
queue, you might watch 
it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel free to email me at: 
dominmark@yahoo.com. 

Also, if you’re look-
ing for more recom-
mendations, be sure to 
check out my blog: 
m o v i e j u n k i e m a r k .
blogspot.com.Joe and Amy get scolded by Gram (Glen Close).

“Low Down” movie poster.

The real Joe Albany.

Amy (Fanning) comforted by Gram (Close).

Alain (Dinklage).

Gram (Close) & Joe (Hawkes)

by Mark Domin
“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”

Movie Junkie Mark

                                                                                                           PHOTOS COURTESY OF JULIE B. DENNY PRODUCTIONS

Left, Elle Fanning as Amy-Jo Albany and John Hawkes as Joe Albany in the 
2014 movie “Low Down,” written by Amy Albany and Topper Lilien and 
directed by Jeff Preiss.
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Contract BridgeContract Bridge
SILENCE IS GOLDEN

When a defender is reasonably sure 
he can set an opposing contract, he 
naturally considers doubling. Before 
he actually utters that word, however, 
the defender should consider whether 
he might be giving away information 
that will help declarer make a contract 
that might otherwise fail.

Take this case where West doubled 
four hearts and led the three of clubs. 
South had no trouble diagnosing the 
three as a singleton, since the deuce 

was in dummy and the bidding marked 
West with length in spades and hearts.

Declarer won the club with the queen 
and, utilizing his knowledge of West’s 
hand to the fullest, cashed the ace of 
hearts, disdaining a finesse. When East 
showed out, as expected, South led 
another heart toward the J-8.

West put up the king since declarer 
would finesse the eight if the heart 
was ducked. Furthermore, West want-
ed to lock declarer in dummy and 
force him to lead a diamond or a club.

So, after taking the heart king, West 
played the ace and another spade to 
dummy’s king. Declarer cashed the 
jack of hearts and then made the key 
play, leading the diamond king from 
dummy. This rendered the defense 
helpless. (If declarer had led a low 
diamond instead, East could have 
won the trick and given West a club 
ruff to defeat the contract.)

West took the king of diamonds 
with the ace, but when he tried to cash 
the queen, declarer ruffed and drew 
West’s ten of trump with the queen. 
South then claimed, discarding his 
fourth spade on one of dummy’s good 
clubs.

It’s true that South might have made 
four hearts without the double by 
West, but the double left declarer with 
no doubt about how to proceed.

©2025 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve Becker

Weekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
Moon Alert:Avoid shop-

ping or important deci-
sions from 5 a.m. to 8 
a.m. EST today (2 a.m. to 
5 a.m. PST). After that, 
the Moon moves from 
Scorpio into Sagittarius.

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, February 20, 
2025:

You are charismatic 
and sympathetic of the 
welfare of others. You 
like to please and can 
attune yourself to the 
moods of others. Take 
charge of your health. It’s 
time to create solid foun-
dations in your life, both 
physically and internally.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
By all means, travel or 

do something different 
today so that you feel 
you are expanding your 
world. You want to learn 
new things, see new 
places and talk to inter-
esting people. In fact, a 
new romance with 
someone “different” 
m i g h t  b l o s s o m . 
O p t i m i s m  r e i g n s ! 
Tonight: Explore!

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

It’s a good thing that 
you are the financial 
wizard of the zodiac, 
because you will be able 
to handle the opposing 
influences that could 
affect  your wealth 
today. On one hand, you 
are insightful and pur-
poseful about the wealth 
and resources of others. 
On the other hand, you 
might go overboard. 
Caution. Tonight: Check 
your fi nances.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

TBe careful about 
promising more than 
you can deliver today. 
You won’t get away with 
it. Be optimistic. Be pos-
itive. Be encouraging. 
Nevertheless, be realis-
tic and stay in the ball-
park of what is doable. 
Relations with partners 
are warm and cozy. 
Tonight: Cooperate.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

To-workers are warm 
and supportive today. 
Even your health feels 
vigorous and energetic. 
Meanwhile, travel plans 
might be grandiose; ditto 
for ideas related to higher 
education, publishing, 
the media, medicine and 
the law. You’re thinking 
big today! Tonight: Get 
organized.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

Enjoy socializing with 
others today. Accept invi-
tations to meet friends, 
see sports events and 
share fun times. Anything 
to do with the arts, the 
entertainment world, the 
hospitality industry or 
children will be excellent 
choices. (No doubt, you’ll 
pick up the tab.) Tonight: 
Socialize.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Financial discussions 
and negotiations will 
favor you today; however, 
you might be tempted to 
give away the farm when 
talking to spouses, part-
ners and close friends. 
Keep this in mind. 
Generosity is a wonderful 
thing, but you have to 
take care of yourself as 
well. Tonight: Relax.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

This is a great day to 
schmooze and enjoy the 
company of neighbors, 
siblings and relatives, 
because you feel upbeat 
and optimistic. Meanwhile, 
work-related issues or any-
thing to do with your 
health looks positive and 
promising. Travel is likely. 
Tonight: Conversations.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

This is a good day for 
financial negotiations, 
especially related to your 
job. However, when it 
comes to social events 
and enjoying good times 
with others, you might go 
overboard. Be smart and 

don’t do anything you’ll 
regret later, especially 
about spending money. 
Tonight: Check your pos-
sessions.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

This is a solid day for 
you! The Moon is in your 
sign dancing nicely with 
Venus in a way that makes 
you want to socialize and 
have good t imes! 
Meanwhile, Mercury is 
dancing with your ruler 
Jupiter, encouraging you 
to entertain at home and 
make big plans. Tonight: 
You win!

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Today you feel optimis-
tic, which is why you’re full 
of big ideas and keen to 
talk to everyone. Short 
trips or travel will appeal to 
you. It’s a strong day for 
those of you in sales, mar-
keting, teaching or acting. 
Tonight: Privacy.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Enjoy schmoozing with 
siblings, relatives and neigh-
bors. Conversations with 
others will be friendly and 
easygoing. However, when 
it comes to fi nancial matters 
or shopping, be careful 
about going overboard, 
which you will be tempted 
to do. Keep your receipts. 
Tonight: Friendships.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

You make a great impres-
sion on others today, which 
is why you’ll be admired by 
some people. Meanwhile, 
you want to make big plans 
and set long-range goals. 
Be careful about overlook-
ing details and being too 
optimistic. Your advantage 
today is that you can see 
the big picture. Tonight: 
You look good.

BORN TODAY
Singer,  business-

woman Rihanna, (1988), 
s i n g e r - s o n g w r i t e r , 
actress Olivia Rodrigo 
(2003), comedian Trevor 
Noah (1984).
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Find 9 Differences

Take advantage of all the 
Grosse Pointe News has to offer:

Subscribe at (313) 882-6900
grossepointenews.com/subscribe

Kid Scoop
What’s your
   FAVORITE PART?

Send us a photo of you with your completed favorite part of our weekly 
KID SCOOP section in the comics — and you’ll be entered to win a 
$25 gift card to CHOCOLATE BAR CAFE in our monthly contest.

JUST EMAIL us at media@grossepointenews.com with your photo, name, 
city and a brief reason why you like KID SCOOP. Your photo may be used 
in our next promotional ad. The deadline is FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2025.

CONTEST!
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Garfield                                                                       Jim Davis
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Beetle Bailey                                          Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

Flying McCoys           Glenn McCoyZiggy                          Tom Wilson

Wizard of Id       Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Andy Capp                                                                 Reg Smythe 

© 2025 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 2/13 Solution

Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

2/20

Blondie                                                                     Chris and Dean Young

©
20

25
 b

y 
Ki

ng
 F

ea
yu

re
s 

Sy
nd

ic
at

e,
 In

c.
 W

or
ld

 r
ig

ht
s 

re
se

ve
d

w
w

w
.B

lo
nd

ie
.c

om

Family Circus                                        Bill and Jeff Keane

“Grandma likes me best ‘cause I remind 
her of Daddy when he was little.”

©2025 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

Universal Crossword

© 2025 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg February 20, 2025

2/13 Solution

Hot Off the Press by Susan Gelfand2/20

ACROSS
1 Minty 

cocktail
6 Bus driver 

on “The 
Simpsons”

10 Unnerve
14 October 

gems
15 Chocolate 

morsel
16 Mountain 

goat
17 Eccentric
18 Have a 

birthday 
party, say

20 Neuron tips?
21 Newspaper 

that caters 
to ambassa-
dors?

23 Blacken 
on the 
barbecue

24 Certify
25 ___ of 

Gibraltar
28 Lavishes 

affection 
(on)

30 Newspaper 
that caters 
to personal 
trainers?

32 Lyricist 
Gershwin

35
sister, 
perhaps

36 Start of 
some 
German 
surnames

37 Strong smell
38 Implore
39 Newspaper 

that caters 
to stockbro-
kers?

43 Like some oil
44 Expenditure
45 Comedian 

Conan
48 Hoops in 

hoops
49 Newspaper 

that caters 
to railroad 
maintenance 
workers?

52 Jazz genre
55 Stop being 

neutral
56 Opposite 

of urban
58 Better 

than ___
59 Fairy-tale 

60 Japanese 
port city

61 Decorate 
anew

62 Black or 
green brews

63 Violet 
variety

DOWN
1 It can make 

you laugh
2 Atop
3 Its capital is 

Vientiane
4 Antlered 

animal
5 Forecaster, 

of a sort
6 Take place
7 Subse-

quently
8 Pinball foul
9 Run, as a 

machine
10 -

precedented
11 Lessen
12
13 Apply, as 

pressure

19 Memory 
units

22 Courtroom 
promise

23 “I ___ wait!”
25 Boo-boo 

cover
26 Test answer 

with a 50% 
chance of 
being right

27 Step on a 
ladder

28 Part of LED
29 Upscale 

hotel chain
31 Sponsored 

spot seen 
on a screen

32 Object of 
adoration

33 Parks who 
made history 
in 1955

34 Pretentiously 
creative

37 Chooses
39 Arduous 

journeys

40 Go wild
41

genre
42 Colorful soft 

candy
43 Noted 

Roman 
orator

45 Furry 
swimmer

46 Unlike a 
coward

47 Swept into a 
leaf pile

48
Day bunch

50 Slight 
advantage

51 Michael who 
played Allan 
in “Barbie”

52
53 Mighty 

hardwoods
54 Broadway 

production
57 Can. 

neighbor

2/20

Popeye                                                                    Bud Sagendorf

and
                   il Ci

Puzzles

Over The Hedge                                              Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus                                                                             Tony Carrilo

DOWN
1 It can make 

you laugh
2 Atop
3 Its capital is 

Vientiane
4 Antlered 

animal
5 Forecaster, 

of a sort
6 Take place
7 Subse-

quently
8 Pinball foul
9 Run, as a 

machine
10 -

precedented
11 Lessen
12
13 Apply, as 

pressure
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Reality Check          Dave Whamond Bizarro             Dan Piraro and Wayno

Hagar The Horrible                                      Dik Browne and Chris Browne

Wumo                                                Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler 

B.C.                                                     Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Peanuts                                                                                                                                            Charles M. Schulz

Carpe Diem                                                            Niklas Eriksson

The Lockhorns                 Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

Hank Ketchum, Scott Ketchum,

Comics

Crankshaft                                                           Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis

Crock                                                      Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

Marmaduke                                    Paul & Brad Anderson

Mother Goose and Grim                                              Mike Peters

“that was a good sermon you gave today.

too bad you didn’t give it LAST SUNDAY.”

Close To Home                                    John McPherson

Dennis the Menace               Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton
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“Well, we can’t just stand here until
the snow melts.”

“this is really a feast for the eye...

you certainly wouldn’t want to eat it.”

Take Your Daughter to Work Day.
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Andrew Johnson, our 17th president, 
was trained as a tailor in his youth. 
He continued to make 
his own suits—even 
while president. 
Can you find the 
two identical suits?

Presidential Advisor

Standards Link: Research: Use the newspaper to locate information.

Imagine you are an advisor to the president on 
the concerns of your community or neighbor-
hood. Find articles in the newspaper showing 
issues your community is facing. Make a list 
of the ways you think the president could help.

What would you do? 
How would you spend 
your days? Why would 

you want to be president?

If I Were 
President

The adjective obscure 
means something that 

is not well known.

OBSCURE

Use the word obscure in a 
sentence today when talking 

with your friends and family.

The strange insect was 
from an obscure family 

of beetles.

This week’s word:

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
PRESIDENT
WRESTLING
ALLIGATOR
CHILDREN
FREEDOM
TAILOR
SUITS
LATIN
WHITE
HOUSE
TYLER
FIRST
BUSH
HAND
BOTH

K
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S
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R

E

S
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R

W

R

R

I
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T
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E

C
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Y

L

H

H

A

H

A

N

D

T
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During his senior year of high school 
at Phillips Academy in Andover, Mass., 
George W. Bush, who would become 
   the nation’s 43rd 
   president, was 
   captain of the 
   cheerleading 
   team.

Presidential Cheer

Standards Link: Research: 
Use the newspaper to 

locate information.

Look through the 
newspaper to see how 

your community is 
celebrating Presidents 
Day. If you don’t find 
much, write a letter to 
the editor with your 

ideas on how the day 
could be celebrated in 

your community.

Celebrate Our 
Presidents

Our 10th president, John Tyler, had 
the most children. Color the squares 
with even numbers RED and the 
odd-numbered squares BLUE to 
reveal the answer.

Which president 
had the most kids?

In 1994, President Bill Clinton was the 
first president to send an email while in 
office. He sent it to an astronaut who 
was in space at the time. Use the code 
to discover the name of the astronaut.

First Presidential 
Email

President Tailor?

Pr
es

id
en

tia
l P

ho
to

s: 
W

hi
te

Ho
us

e.
go

v

ion.

on 
r-
g 
t 
lp. ANSWER: Mount Rushmore!

Our 16th president is one 
of our most celebrated. 
But not a lot of people 

know that he was a 
wrestler. In 300 matches, 
he only lost one. He is in 

the Wrestling Hall of 
Fame with the honor of 

“Outstanding American.”

Race a friend to see which 
alligator can reach dinner first!

Circle every other 
letter to reveal this 
president’s name.

Wrestling 
West Winger

How much do you know about presidents of the United States? 
Did you know the following facts?

Standards Link: Follow simple written directions.

Benjamin Harrison, our 23rd president, was 
the first president to have this in the White 
House. However, he was so scared of it—he 
never used it! What was it? The letters along 
the correct path on the maze spell the answer.

Not for President Harrison!

3 5 7 9 7 1 1 5 9 3 5
5 2 6 7 5 8 6 2 4 8 1
7 4 8 1 3 2 8 4 2 6 5
9 6 2 5 9 6 4 9 5 1 3
1 2 4 5 1 2 2 5 7 3 9
3 6 8 9 3 4 8 2 8 2 5
1 8 2 3 5 6 4 8 2 8 3
5 4 8 1 9 5 9 9 6 4 1
7 8 6 7 3 1 7 5 6 8 5
7 2 4 9 5 6 8 2 8 6 7
5 2 8 3 1 8 2 6 4 8 9
3 7 1 5 9 3 5 1 9 5 7

= G = O= H= E = L= J = N

The “S” in President 
Harry S. Truman’s 

name doesn't stand 
for anything. Unable 
to decide on a middle 

name for over a month, 
his parents settled on the 
letter “S” in honor of his 
maternal grandfather, 

Solomon Young, and his 
paternal grandfather, 

Anderson Shipp Truman.

R A K B G R L A Z H VAW M J L S I H N B C U O R LQ N

A B

FEDC

President Herbert Hoover’s son had two 
pet alligators, which were 
sometimes allowed to run 
loose throughout the 
White House. Hoover 
was our 31st president.

Ambidextrous Super Power!
Ambidextrous means the ability to write 
with both hands. Not only was our 20th 

president ambidextrous, he could write Latin 
with one hand and Greek with the other at 

the same time. Hold this page up to a mirror 
to read this president’s name.

B
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The Happy Warrior

The Trust Buster

The Rough Rider

The Old Lion

Telescope Teddy

The Meddler

The Hero of San Juan Hill

The Man on Horseback

Haroun-al-Roosevelt

The Bull Moose

The Great White Chief

The Driving Force

Four Eyes

The Dynamo of Power

T.R.

Teddy

22 + 6 =

13 + 13 =

6 + 8 =

21 - 5 =

2 + 6 + 4 =

17 - 5 =

22 + 8 =

24 - 6 =

12 + 12 =

36 + 4 =

17 + 17 =

6 + 8 + 4 =

8 + 8 + 2 =

19 + 21 =

44 - 26 =

5 + 5 + 5 + 5 =

ANSWER: They are all his nicknames!

Theodore Roosevelt, the 26th 
president, was shot in the chest 
while giving a speech in 
Milwaukee.

“I don’t know 
whether you 
fully understand 
that I have just 
been shot,” he told the stunned 
audience. “I give you my word, 
I do not care a rap about being 
shot; not a rap.”

He completed the 90-minute 
speech with the bullet still 
lodged in his chest. Afterwards 
he went to the doctor and 
survived the attempt on his life.

President Roosevelt had many 
nicknames. As you complete 
each math problem below, 
those with even-numbered 
answers reveal one of his 
nicknames. The ones with 
odd-numbered answers are not.

What do you think Roosevelt’s 
nicknames say about him?

re Roosevelt, the 26th 
nt, was shot in the chest 
ving a speech in 
kee.

know
you 

derstand 
ve just 
ot,” he told the stunned 
e. “I give you my word, 
care a rap about being 
t ”

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.WCCCD.EDU OR CALL 313-496-2600

ONE VISION, ONE DISTRICT, ONE COLLEGE
WAYNE COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT
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Your next move
starts here.

I know real estate.

102 Kercheval Avenue, Suite 200 • Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236 • (313) 882-7100 • www.pointecapital.com

A MODERN APPROACH TO TRADITIONAL INVESTING™

Jeff Huebner • Liz Ottaway • Chuck Huebner • Jim Carroll • Heather Williams • Susan Doughty • Carter Sales
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T h e  U n i v e r s i t y 
Liggett School varsity 
girls hockey team has 
established itself as 
the dominant force in 
the Catholic High 
School League in 
recent  years and 
wanted to continue 
that reputation this 
year. The Knights 
faced off  against 
Orchard Lake St. 
Mary’s in the 2025 
CHSL championship 
game Saturday, Feb. 
15, and captured their 
fourth consecutive 
league title with a 7-0 
blowout victory. 

“First goal accom-
plished,” Liggett girls 
hockey coach Jason 
Chmiel said about the 
league championship 
win. “During our fi rst 
team meeting together 
last week we collec-
tively defined our 
measurab le  t eam 
goals for the remain-
der of the season and 

the fi rst was winning 
the Catholic League 
championship. … I 
asked them for their 
t ime,  energy and 
attention. The imme-
diate results are true 
indicators of their 
work ethic and atten-
tion to detail. I am 
beyond proud of these 
young women.”

The Knights started 
scoring early and 
often in the big win. 
Sophia Secco put 
Liggett on the board 
first. Aline Rahaim 
and Stella Smiatacz 
added goals in the 
fi rst period to give the 
Knights a 3-0 advan-
tage after the first 
frame. 

R a h a i m  a d d e d 
another goal in the 
second period, with 
Avery Welsh and 
Nadia Le fi nding the 
back of the net as 
well, to double the 
Knights’ lead going 
into the third period. 
A  f ina l  goa l  by 
Smiatacz in the third 

period put the icing on 
the cake for Liggett 
before the team once 
again hoisted the 
league championship 
trophy. 

The league champi-
onship checked off 
one big accomplish-
ment the Knights 
looked to achieve this 
season. However, the 
team already is pre-
pared to strive for 
m o r e  w i t h  t h e 
Michigan Girls High 
S c h o o l  H o c k e y 
League state playoffs 
right around the cor-
ner.

“We know there are 
a couple of good, tal-
e n t e d  t e a m s  i n 
between us and our 
goals and we look for-
ward to competing 
with them for the right 
to earn another state 
championship here at 
Liggett,” Chmiel said. 

The Knights host 
the 16U Metro Jets 
Friday, Feb. 21, at 
McCann Ice Arena, 
starting at 6:30 p.m.

Liggett varsity girls hockey team 
dominates in CHSL championship win
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSITY LIGGETT ATHLETICS

University Liggett varsity girls hockey celebrates a victory in the CHSL champion-
ship game, defeating Orchard Lake St. Mary’s 7-0  Saturday, Feb. 15.

With state playoffs set 
to begin, Evan Bernard 
knows his days of var-
sity hockey at Grosse 
Pointe South are near an 
end. The game has had a 
major impact on the life 
of the South senior, from 
growing up playing for 
the Detroit Bulldogs and 
St. Clair Shores Saints 
to joining South’s var-
sity team as a freshman. 

Bernard has seen him-
self grow both on and off 
the ice throughout the 
past four seasons as a 
Blue Devil. For him, it all 
goes back to his fresh-
man year when he 
decided to try out to join 
his older brother, who 
was a senior at the time, 
on the team. Once he 
made the team, Bernard 
was in for his most valu-
able season of hockey 
with what he learned 
about the game.

“Joining the high 
school team was such a 
d i f fe rent  cu l ture , ” 
Bernard said. “It was so 
fun. You really felt like 
you were a family with 
your teammates. I didn’t 
get that much playing 
time being a freshman 
on varsity, but that was 

probably the year I grew 
the most.”

Bernard knows his 
early years as a Blue 
Devil helped shape the 
player he is now. He has 
become used to leading 
on the score sheet, lead-
ing South in goals with 

15 and points with 22 
this season. Three of 
those goals came in the 
form of a hat trick in 
South’s 5-2 win over 
Port Huron Northern 
Saturday, Feb. 15. 

While he is one of the 
Blue Devils’ primary 

goal scorers, Bernard 
feels like his game on 
the ice has grown 
beyond just scoring. It 
was one of the valuable 
lessons he learned years 
ago when he fi rst began 
playing at the varsity 
level. He still strives to 
help his team on both 
ends of the ice every 
game.

“My game before high 
school was kind of all 
about scoring,” Bernard 
said. “Once I got (to 
South) there was no 

m e s s i n g 
around. You 
have to get back and 
help on defense. … That 
helped me shift from 
being mostly offensive-
minded to being more of 
a two-way player.” 

What has become the 
most important thing to 
Bernard, especially as a 
senior, is his leadership 
on and off the ice. 
Leading on the stat sheet 
is one thing, but leading 
in the locker room is 
where he feels it counts. 

Being one of only a 
few seniors on a team 
that has its share of 
young talent, Bernard is 
trying to impart to them 
what he learned as a 
young player from the 
senior leaders who came 
before him.

“When I first joined 
the team, there were a 
lot of older guys,” he 
said. “This year … over 
50 percent of the team is 
younger guys. It’s nice 
to fill in the role of a 
leader and get the guys 
to rally together. It’s 
important with a young 
team because you have 
to instill the culture in 
them early and let them 
know what it means to 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Bernard excels as veteran leader 
for South boys hockey team

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 

ATH ETE

Evan BernardEvan Bernard
School: Grosse Pointe South
Sport: Hockey

Sponsored by Pointe Capital Management

Everything Evan
•  Leads South boys varsity hockey with 

15 goals and 22 points this season 

•  Scored hat trick in South’s 5-2 win over 
P.H. Northern on Feb. 15 

•  Four-year varsity player for South hockey

See ATHLETE, page 2D

COURTESY PHOTO

Evan Bernard began his high school hockey career 
as a freshman on South’s varsity boys hockey team, 
and has now become one of the team’s biggest lead-
ers in his senior year.

‘It’s important with a young 
team because you have to 
instill the culture in them 
early and let them know 
what it means to play for 
Grosse Pointe South.”

EVAN BERNARD, SENIOR, GP SOUTH 
VARSITY BOYS HOCKEY
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CITY OF HARPER WOODS
2025 MARCH BOARD OF REVIEW DATES

The City of Harper Woods 2025 Board of Review will conduct hearings on the following dates for 
appeals from citizens regarding the 2025 assessment, at City Hall located at 19617 Harper Ave.  
Harper Woods MI 48225. All appeals are by appointment and can be in-person or submitted in writing. 
Letters of appeal must be received by March 24, 2025, by 3:00 p.m. Postmarks are not accepted.

 
Wednesday from 9:00 am – 5:00 pm. Phone (313) 343-2527

Appointment Dates for Hearing:

Monday  March 10, 2025 1:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Monday  March 24, 2025 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

All people protesting their assessment must complete a petition (form 618) L-4035 which can be 
obtained at City Hall, provided to you at your appointment, or the city website: harperwoodscity.org

The tentative ratios and the estimated multipliers for each class of real property and personal 
property for 2025 are as follows:

 Agricultural ....................50.00%
 Commercial  ...................48.71%
 Industrial  .......................49.68%
 Residential  .....................46.34%
 Timber-Cutover  .............50.00%
 Developmental  ..............50.00%
 Personal Property  ..........50.00%
      _______________________
      City of Harper Woods
Published: GPN, Feb. 20, Feb. 27, & Mar. 6, 2025   Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE
2025 MARCH BOARD OF REVIEW

Eric Dunlap
 City Assessor

G.P.N.: Publishing Dates 
2/20/25, 2/27/25, 3/6/25

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE Board of Review for the City of Grosse Pointe Woods 
will meet in the Conference Room at 20025 Mack Plaza Dr., Grosse Pointe Woods, Michigan on the 
following dates and times for the purpose of reviewing the assessment roll:
 
Meeting dates are as follows:
Date  Day  Appointment Time  Petition
March 11, 2025  Tuesday  9:00 a.m.  Organizational Meeting
March 11, 2025  Tuesday  9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
March 18, 2025  Tuesday  6:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
March 25, 2025  Tuesday  9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Hearings are by appointment only. COMPLETED 2025 Board of Review Petitions are required and 

petitions for all persons wishing to appeal in-person before the Board of Review is end of day 
Tuesday, March 25, 2025.

Letter appeals are to be accompanied by a completed Form 618 Petition to Board of Review
L-4035. The Petition is available at www.michigan.gov/treasury - select Search Treasury - Forms 
[618]. Petitioner agents must submit, for each parcel individually, current letters with signatures 
from your client properly authorizing you to appear for the property owner.

Copies of the notices stating the dates and times of the meetings will be posted and published in the 
local newspaper. All board of Review meetings are open meetings in compliance with the “Open 

The University Liggett 
School varsity boys bas-
ketball team has taken a 
major step forward this 
season. However, there 
has been one challenge 
the Knights have not 
been able to overcome: 
b e a t i n g  E v e r e s t 
Collegiate. Sunday, Feb. 
16, marked the third 
m e e t i n g  b e t w e e n 
Liggett and Everest this 
winter and was the big-
gest of them all with the 
Catholic High School 
L e a g u e  S t .  A n n e 
Division championship 
on the line. For a third 

time, Everest was victo-
rious 63-48. 

The game was a tale 
of two halves for the 
Knights. The fi rst half 
saw seemingly every-
thing going Liggett’s 
way. Shots were falling 
early and often, espe-
cially from beyond the 
three-point line, and it 
looked as if the Knights 
could be in for a big 
night offensively as they 
led 19-16 at the end of 
the fi rst quarter. 

Liggett ’s shooting 
luck continued in the 
second quarter, as the 
team built on its lead a 
bit more. The Knights’ 
strong fi rst half ended 

with them up by eight, 
with the scoreboard at 
32-24 going into half-
time. 

The Knights’ offense 
stalled in the second 
half coming out of the 
break. Everest stormed 
back and outscored 
Liggett 20-9 in the third 
quarter,  giving the 
Mountaineers a 44-41 
lead heading into the 
fi nal eight minutes. 

As the fourth quarter 
started, Liggett’s game 
was still very much 
within reach. However, 
the offensive struggles 
continued. The Knights 
were unable to mount a 
comeback and the 

Mountaineers pulled 
away until they ulti-
mately won the game 
and the CHSL title by 15 
points.

“I think we just got a 
little fatigued,” Liggett 
boys basketball head 
coach James Scott said. 
“We got most of the 
same shots we had in 
the first half, we just 
didn’t make the shots in 
the second half. … We 
just didn’t make shots 
and that’s basketball. 
Sometimes the shots go 
in and sometimes not. I 
thought we were exe-
cuting and running our 
stuff just like in the fi rst 
half. We missed some 
chippy shots right under 
the basket and we 
missed  some f ree 
throws. Sometimes, 
that’s how the ball 
bounces.”

Deagan Barr and 
Justin Gibson led the 
way for the Knights 
with 21 points each. 
Barr also recorded 13 
rebounds in the loss. 

Despite the loss, the 
hard-fought  league 
championship game is 
something a relatively 
young Liggett team 
believes will serve as a 
valuable learning expe-
rience. The state play-
offs are on the horizon 
and the mentality the 
Knights have had to 
maintain while playing 
through the CHSL tour-
nament is something 
the team can carry into 
the postseason.

“About three weeks 
ago we started talking 
about playoff mental-
ity,” Scott said. “We had 

to play our way into the 
(league) playoffs and 
play our way in to get 
here, so we kind of 
already have been get-
ting in the habit of one 
game at a time. … I 
think the guys under-
stand what’s expected 
and how hard it is to 
win championships, so 
this is a good experi-
ence for us.”

Liggett hosted Lake 
Shore Wednesday, Feb. 

19, after press time. The 
team visits Macomb 
Lutheran North at 7 
p.m. Friday, Feb. 21, in 
its fi nal game of the reg-
u l a r  s e a s o n .  T h e 
Knights begin their 
playoff journey in the 
Division 3 district tour-
nament Monday, Feb. 
24, taking on Warren 
Michigan Collegiate at 
5:30 p.m. in a game 
hosted  by  Detro i t 
Loyola. 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Knights boys basketball unable to 
conquer Everest in CHSL championship

PHOTOS BY MIKE ADZIMA

Deagan Barr brings the ball up the court for Liggett 
in the CHSL St. Anne Division championship game 
at Callihan Hall  Sunday, Feb. 16. Barr fi nished the 
game with 21 points.

The Knights huddle around head coach James Scott during a timeout in the 
second half of last weekend’s CHSL St. Anne Division championship game.

play for Grosse Pointe 
South.”

How helpful Bernard 
has been on and off the 
ice leading this year’s 
South team has not gone 
unnoticed. Coaching a 
relatively young team can 
have its challenges, but 
the Blue Devils coaching 
staff has become grateful 
to have this year’s group 
of seniors, including 
Bernard, to help bring 
the team together.

“Evan is a tremendous 
hockey player and won-
derful leader,” South 
boys hockey head coach 
Alan Korolewicz said. 
“As a four-year varsity 
player, he has shown a 
level of skill and commit-
ment few players are 
willing to give in today’s 
game.”

That leadership and 
dedication have become 

especially important with 
the type of season South 
has had. The Blue Devils 
have had their share of 
struggles this season with 
a record of 7-18 as they 
prepare to begin the play-
offs. However, a veteran 
player l ike Bernard 
knows things can be 
learned from every game 
regardless of the result 
and to help everyone 
continue to think and 
play like a team as they 
reach the point of the 
season where each game 
matters the most.

“I just make sure to 
keep reminding the guys 
that the only way to get 
out of a slump is to put in 
the hard work in practice 
and in the weight room,” 
Bernard said. “... Another 
important thing is to 
come together. You’re 
not going to improve 
much if you have 21 indi-
viduals. You need to have 
one goal and one objec-
tive.”

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D

COURTESY PHOTO

Evan Bernard carries the puck toward the net in a game against Livonia on Jan. 5.
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BOARD OF REVIEW
Meetings for the purpose of reviewing the 2025 Assessment 
Roll for the City of Grosse Pointe Farms, Wayne County, 
Michigan, will be held by the Board of Review on:

TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 2025
From 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

and
  6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

and

TUESDAY, MARCH 25, 2025
From 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

and
1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

at City Hall, 90 Kerby Road, Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan 
48236.

Hearings will be scheduled by appointment.  Please contact 
City of Grosse Pointe Farms at (313) 640-1618.You may also 
petition the Board in writing through the mail if you cannot 
make the hearing dates.  These letters HAVE TO BE IN THE 
OFFICE BY 4:00pm ON TUESDAY, MARCH 25th.

G.P.N.: 2/13/25; 2/20/25; 2/27/25

Village of Grosse Pointe Shores,
A Michigan City

2025 BOARD OF REVIEW SESSIONS
The Assessments for the Village of Grosse Pointe Shores in 
Wayne and Macomb County has been completed for 2025. The 
Board of Review will hear petitions on the following dates:

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 1:00 P.M.
MONDAY, MARCH 10TH
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
795 LAKE SHORE RD.

MONDAY, MARCH 10, 2025 
1:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

(2nd Floor Meeting Room)

MONDAY, MARCH 17, 2025 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

The Board will meet in the Grosse Pointe Shores Municipal 

Shores. All property owners wishing to appeal their 

appeal. Either appeal method must be accompanied by the 

Petitions 
by mail must be received by the Board PRIOR to the 
last session (3/17/25) so they may be reviewed in a timely 
manner.

grossepointenews.com/athlete-of-the-week

To nominate a future Athlete of
the Week, scan the QR code or 

visit our website.

ATHLETE
OF THEW

Do you know an outstanding
high school athlete?

Nominate them for Athlete of the Week
and put them in the running for Athlete of the Year.

Varsity wrestlers from 
Grosse Pointe North 
and Grosse Pointe 
South continued their 
journeys through the 
postseason last week 
during regional tourna-
ment action. At the end 
of the day, two wres-
tlers from South and 
one from North battled 
their way to qualifying 
spots for the state fi nals 
at Ford Field. 

Grosse Pointe South
Three Blue Devils — 

Wyatt Hepner, Lex 
W i l l s o n  a n d  N e i l 
Honablue — entered the 
competit ion at  the 
Division 1 individual 
regional tournament 
Saturday, Feb. 15, after 
having qualifi ed at the 
district tournament the 
week before. Of those 
three,  Hepner and 
Willson both found 
themselves with tickets 
punched to the state 
fi nals. 

Hepner, the defend-
ing state champion, won 
the regional champion-
ship at 150 pounds. He 
won his quarterfinal 
match to start the tour-
nament with a win by 
fall over Eisenhower’s 
Jacob Vasquez. Hepner 
then earned his spot in 
the regional champion-
ship with another win 
by fall over Demetrious 
Thomas from Rochester 
Adams in the semifi-
nals. In the regional 
fi nal, Hepner defeated 
John Kaminski from 
Warren Mott by techni-
cal fall to secure his 
regional title and a spot 
at Ford Field to defend 
his state title. 

Willson qualifi ed for 
states by finishing on 
the podium in third 
place at regionals in the 
190-pound weight class. 
Willson earned a win by 
fall in the quarterfi nals 
over Saleh Houston 
from Troy. He lost in 
the semifi nal round by 
fall to Thomas Jaynes 
from Romeo. 

However,  Wil lson 
bounced back in the 
consolation bracket. He 
defeated Nolen Bishop 
from Cass Tech 11-1 in 
a major decision in the 
consolation semifinals 
to earn a spot in the 
th i rd -p lace  match . 
Willson secured his 
third-place fi nish with a 
12-7 decision win over 
F e r n d a l e ’ s  B r y c e 
Ferguson. 

Honablue was unable 
to clinch a qualifying 
spot for states after his 
three matches last 
Saturday. He lost his 
quarterfinal match at 
165 pounds to Triston 
Thompson from U of D 
Jesuit to send him into 
the consolation bracket. 

Honablue earned a 
win by fall over Carter 
Sanchez from Troy in 
the first round of the 
consolation bracket to 
send him to the consola-
tion semifinals, but a 
loss to Nathan Murphy 
from Chippewa Valley 
ended his day. 

Grosse Pointe North
The Norsemen also 

had three wrestlers 
compet ing  a t  the 
Division 2 individual 
regional tournament 
last Saturday, after 
strong showings in the 
district tournament ear-
lier in the postseason. 
With Dwayne Howell, 

Carlos Jackson and 
Grady Mead all compet-
ing, Mead was the lone 
North wrestler to secure 
a spot at Ford Field. 

Mead fi nished third in 
the region at  150 
pounds. He won his 
quarterfinal match by 
fall against Nicholas 
Walker from Carman-
Ainsworth before losing 
by decision in the semi-
finals against Brother 
R i c e ’ s  D e a c o n 
Mancinelli. 

Mead bounced back 
in the consolat ion 
bracket, winning his 
consolation semifinal 
match by technical fall 
over Wyatt Smith from 
Lake Shore. His spot on 
t h e  p o d i u m  w a s 
clinched with a third-
place match win over 
Sebastian Jundy of De 
La Salle Collegiate to 
move on to Ford Field. 

“We have two weeks 
to prepare and work on 
his craft,” North wres-
t l ing  coach  Jaron 
Nelson said about Mead 
clinching a spot at 
states. “Grady will con-
tinue to be a workhorse 
over the next course 
while he looks to secure 
his placement amongst 
the top 16 wrestlers in 
the state at Division 2, 
150 pounds.”

A t  1 2 0  p o u n d s , 
Jackson began his day 
with a loss in the quar-
terfinals to Christian 
Haslem from St. Clair. 
He received a bye in the 
fi rst round of the conso-

lation bracket before 
moving on to the conso-
lation semifi nals, where 
he lost by major deci-
sion to Swartz Creek’s 
Stephen Vesely. 

Howell lost his open-
ing match in the quar-
terfinal round at 190 
pounds to St. Clair’s 
David Alley. He also 
received a bye in the 
fi rst round of the conso-
lation bracket, then lost 

by decision to Josh Ezell 
from Linden in the con-
solation semifi nals. 

“Dwayne and Carlos 
both had a good, hard-
fought day on the mat, 
unfortunately, taking 
early round loses and 
then both losing in the 
blood round matches,” 
Nelson said. “Though 
this wasn’t the year to 
punch their ticket, these 
two, along with a hand-

ful of other underclass-
men, will come back 
next year on a mission 
as a unit and individu-
ally.”

Mead will compete in 
Division 2, while Hepner 
and Willson compete in 
Division 1 at this year’s 
individual state finals, 
which  take place 
Friday, Feb. 28, and 
Saturday, March 1, at 
Ford Field in Detroit.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Three Pointes wrestlers earn 
spots in state finals at Ford Field

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

South’s Lex Willson stares down his regional semifi nal opponent Thomas Jaynes from Romeo. Willson 
would go on to earn third place in the region at 190 pounds, qualifying for the Division 1 state fi nals.

PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE SOUTH ATHLETICS

Wyatt Hepner stands atop the podium after winning 
the Division 1 regional championship at 150 
pounds.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JARON NELSON

Grady Mead celebrates with his North wrestling coaches after qualifying for 
the Division 2 state fi nals at 150 pounds. Mead fi nished in third place in his 
weight class at the region-
al tournament last week-
end.
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Whether it’s games, meets or matches, high school winter sports in the Pointes 
are in full swing and the Grosse Pointe News is here to bring you all the varsity 
action. Some of the week’s biggest hits and highlights from include:

G P  U N I T E D
GYMNASTICS
Grosse Pointe United varsity gym-
nastics took third place at the Great 
Lakes Gymnastics League meet last 
Thursday, Feb. 13. The team also 
won the league’s team sportsman-
ship award. Individual placements 
from the meet included Lucy Tull, 
Anna Nguyen, Hannah Grace and 
Zoe Green.

Grosse Pointe South varsity boys 
hockey defeated Port Huron Northern 
5-2 on Saturday, Feb. 15. Evan Bernard 
recorded a hat trick while Liam 
O’Donaghue and Will Gryzenia added 
goals for South in the win, while goalie 
Avery Brooks recorded over 30 saves 
in net. The Blue Devils begin the 
Division 2 regional playoff s on 
Saturday, Feb. 22, facing off  against U 
of D Jesuit at the Frank J. Lada Civic 
Arena in Allen Park at 5 p.m.

University Liggett School varsity boys 
hockey lost its regular season fi nale 
against Chippewa Valley United 3-2 
last Friday, Feb. 14. The Knights began 
the postseason in the fi rst round of the 
Division 3 regional tournament after 

press time on Tuesday, Feb. 18, 
against Bishop Foley. 

Grosse Pointe North varsity boys 
hockey fell to Anchor Bay 9-1 in the 
fi nal game of the regular season on 

Friday, Feb. 14. Aidan Burney scored 
the lone goal for the Norsemen. North 
began the Division 3 regional 
tournament with a playoff  game 
against Marysville on Tuesday, Feb. 
18, after press time.

HITS& HIGHLIGHTS

PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE 
POINTE SOUTH ATHLETICS

N O RT H
BOYS BASKETBALL
Grosse Pointe North varsity boys basketball defeated Anchor Bay 
62-51 on the road Monday, Feb. 17. The victory secured the MAC 
Blue Division title for the Norsemen, the program’s fi rst outright 
league championship since 2008, as the team fi nished with a 9-1 
record in league play and improved to 16-4 overall on the season. 
North visited Stevenson on Tuesday, Feb. 18, after press time. The 
Norsemen play in their regular season fi nale on Thursday, Feb. 20, 
hosting Utica Eisenhower at 7 p.m.

COURTESY PHOTO

action. Some of the week s biggest hits and highlights from include:

G P  U N I T E D
GYMNASTICS
Grosse Pointe United varsity gym-
nastics took third place at the Great

B OYS  HOCKEY

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANNE GRYZENIA

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

YOUR CONTACT AND BILLING INFORMATION

NAME:

STREET ADDRESS:

CITY:                                                         STATE:                ZIP:

PHONE

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

CARD NO:                                                                 EXP. DATE:

Prepayment is required. We accept credit cards, cash and check.

Place an Order
MAIL OR FAX THIS FORM (OR PLACE AN ORDER ON OUR WEB SITE)
Grosse Pointe News
Mail: Classified Advertising, 16980 Kercheval Pl., Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT

CLASSIFICATION NAME:

Phone: (313) 882-6900 Ext. 4 Fax: (313) 882-1585

Web: grossepointenews.com

Email: classifieds@grossepointenews.com

$25 FOR 35 WORDS. ADDITIONAL WORDS, .30¢ EACH. CALL FOR COLOR!

NO. OF WEEKS:                  X   COST PER WEEK:                =   TOTAL:                  

35                      $25.00

40                      $26.5039                      $26.2038                      $25.9037                      $25.6036                      $25.30

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 4 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required.
We accept credit cards, cash  
and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WORD ADS:
35 words for $25.00;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP
We reserve the right to classify 
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves 
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CORRECTIONS
AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified
advertising errors is limited to either 
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error.
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue. 
We assume no responsibility for the
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS 100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

(313)882-6900 ext. 1(313)882-6900 ext. 1



803 CONDOS / APTS / FLATS

FOR SALE
BY OWNER

1708 Vernier,
Berkshire

Condominiums.
Open concept 3

bedrooms 2.5 baths
attached garage.

Completely
updated 2017

newer appliances,
windows, 1st floor
laundry and hard-
wood through out.
Excellent condition!

Nice walkable
neighborhood.
$315,000.00

 (313)350-1412

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS
2 BEDROOM
2 1/2 bath

on St. Clair,
basement,

2 car garage,
back up generator,

1,700 sq. ft.
No pets,

good credit.
2 year lease

$1500.00 a month
plus security of

$1500.00
(586)212-0995

Property For Rent

place your classified ad today!              PHONE: (313) 882-6900 EXT. 4         WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM               GROSSE POINTE NEWS, FEBRUARY 20, 2025    5D

Directory of ServiceS
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

907 BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
Basement

Waterproofing
313-886-8088
911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

CALL JOE
Agnello!

Bathroom Updates
Tile & Grout

Kitchen Updates
Counters/ Tile

Plumbing Repairs
Toilets/ Sinks

Painting
Plaster Repair
Cracks/ Holes
CODE WORK

Handyman Chores
Free Estimates
(248)818-3428
jagnello302@

gmail.com
Serving the Pointes

for 25 years

SAFE STEP
North America's
#1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive

lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line
installation and

service.
Now featuring our

FREE shower
package and

$1,600 Off for a
limited time!
Call today!

Financing available.
Call Safe Step

1(855)861-4501

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

FIRST IMPRESSION
CONSTRUCTION

30 years experience
All trades

remodeling,
plumbing, electrical,

carpentry etc...
first floor laundry,
walk- in showers,
A.D.A. upgrades,

home offices,
assembly projects,

Honey Do Lists.
Licensed, Insured,

References.
Call/ text

(586)804-3708

KITCHEN & BATH
RENOVATIONS

Fast turnaround on
custom cabinetry

and built- ins.
Handyman services

available.
 Woods Building

David Kien
(313)882-8069

Licensed & Insured

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

924 DEMOLITION

www.cleanup
clearout.com
Residential/
Commercial

Interior/Exterior
(313)886-3330
Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling
Unwanted Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean Outs
•Basement/

  Garage Clean Out
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166

www.cleanup
clearout.com

•Clutter •Debris
•Hoarding

•Estate Clean Outs
Medium, Large,
Extremely Large

Projects
5 to 30 Yard

Driveway Safe
Dumpsters
Available

(313)886-3330
Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER • WINDOW
CLEANING

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB

SNOW REMOVAL
Tree Removal/

Trimming
Stump Grinding

FREE ESTIMATES
45% OFF WINTER

DISCOUNTS
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

* FIREWOOD *
AVAILABLE
25 Years

(586)216-0904
davestreeandshrub.

com

944 GUTTERS

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

KITCHEN & BATH
RENOVATIONS

Fast turnaround on
custom cabinetry

and built- ins.
Handyman services

available.
 Woods Building

David Kien
(313)882-8069

Licensed & Insured

945 HANDYMAN

Based in
Grosse Pointe

Top Quality Work at
Reasonable Cost

Carpentry
Electrical
Plumbing

Windows/ Doors
SetUp and
Install…

Furniture TV’s
Cabinets
Drapery

Wall Hangings
Digital Based

Systems
30+ Years
Experience

Joe@GrossePointe
Handyman

Service.com
(313)856-2929

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Handyman Service
Electrical - Plumbing

Carpentry

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

945 HANDYMAN

We're your
"TO DO"

list handymen!
Let us help you with

any plumbing,
electrical,

carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is

GREEN, cost and
energy efficient.

Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC

can insulate
your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commercial
INSULATION

 EXPERTS
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

FREE ESTIMATES
 Interior/Exterior
 Commercial &

Residential
 313.882.9234

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

INAUGURAL
SPECIAL

PAINT ONE ROOM
GET ONE FREE

•Painting
•Plaster Repair

•Carpentry
•Water Damage/

Emergency
•Maintenance/
Honey Do List
Grosse Pointe
South Alumni
3 Generations

Serving
Grosse Pointe Area

Since 1950
(313)880-9961

JOHN’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
 drywall, cracks,

windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

 insurance work.
 All work

guaranteed
 G. P. References
 License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

960 ROOFING SERVICES

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

OLDER HOME
SPECIALIST

Free Estimates
Decades of
experience

working in the
Pointes.

ROOFING,
Chimney repairs

and masonry,
siding,

and repairs.
(313)354-2955
donparadowski

@yahoo.com

Residential
Commercial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

HANDYMAN
FIND Your Next

HERE.
classifieds

313-882-6900

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

HUSTLE & GLOW
CLEANING

Embrace life, leave
the cleaning to us.

Looking for a
reliable and

professional home
cleaning service?
Based in Grosse
Pointe, offering a

wide range of
services to keep

your home spotless,
including weekly,

bi- weekly, or
monthly schedules

available.
Deep cleaning,
Spring cleaning,

move in/ move out
cleaning, or just a
thorough refresh.
Special offer for

new clients.
Mention this and

and receive 20% off
your first cleaning.

Contact
(773)414-5277

312 SITUATION WANTED
ORGANIZING

DUCKS IN A ROW
De-cluttering and
organizing your
home! Closets,

basements,
whole house.
Organize your
paper clutter.

Home information,
notebooks,

Medical journals,
memory albums.

Becky Schlaff
(313)580-2528
Susan Mason
(313)910-9705

schlaffb@
comcast.net
rwmason@

comcast.net

406 ESTATE SALES

SERVICING
the

GROSSE POINTES
and

Surrounding Areas
Call for a

Free Estimate.
(313)214-7936

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

YouHave

Heard?
You’ll sell 

it FASTER 
here! classifieds

313-882-6900

Classifieds
Work For You

To place an ad call:
(313)882-6900 x4

Sell your Art, Antiques, Furniture, etc.  
in our new section featuring treasures  
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Pointe Pride!
14 Grosse Pointe

athletes sign on the
dotted line to play at

collegiate levelBy Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

In recent weeks, a number of student-athletes from around the Pointes
got to celebrate the milestone of signing their National Letters of Intent to make

the best of luck as they take the next steps in their incredible journeys!

University of Olivet.

University Liggett

Grosse Pointe North
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