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GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — Just shy of a 
year since stepping into 
his role as school re-
source offi cer at Grosse 
Pointe South High 
School last April, Offi cer 
Jim LaBeau last week 
was named the 2024 
Farms public safety em-
ployee of the year. 

“I’m super, super hon-
ored,” said LaBeau, not-
ing it’s long been his 
dream to work in a 
school as law enforce-
ment. “Obviously, this 
past year has been a big 
transition for me. I’ve 
been working on the 

road for 10 years to then 
go to the school. But it’s 
been one of those things 
where I’ve taken my 10 
years of experience into 
the school and kind of 
spun it like my own. … I 
really found my calling 
in the school. I truly do 
love this job.”

Counseling and men-
torship are where the 
offi cer, who labels him-
self a “resource” rather 
than a “cop,” believes 
he’s had the greatest 
impact on students thus 
far. 

Pass ionate  about 
building connections 
with students both as a 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

South SRO is PS employee of the year
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GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — More than two 
decades since the lake-
side district sewers were 
separated and about fi ve 
years since planning be-
gan to separate a large 
portion of the inland dis-
trict, Farms city council 
last week greenlit the fi rst 
phase of construction for 
just north of $11 million.   

“What we’re doing 
here is a project that is 
long overdue that will 
reduce to hopefully insig-
nifi cant levels the oppor-
tunities for basement 
fl ooding in our commu-
nity,” Mayor Louis 
Theros said. “… It’s really 
a monumental moment 
for the Farms and a step 

forward to improve our 
community.”

As the first of three 
construction phases, 
breaking ground will 
happen as soon as May 
on the construction of a 
force main and gravity 
sewer, which will carry 
stormwater from the 
northwest quadrant of 
the inland district out to 
Lake St. Clair. 

Starting at the corner 
of Chalfonte and Moross 
— where a pump station 
will be constructed as 
phase two of the project 
— a 48-inch force main 
will be placed along the 
edge of the County Club 
of Detroit’s property until 
it transitions into a 
60-inch gravity sewer

Sewer 
separation 
a go in Farms
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— The Grosse Pointe 
Public School System 
B o n d  A d v i s o r y 
Committee didn’t waste 
any time tackling its task 
at its first meeting 
Wednesday, March 12.

After introductions 
among the 30-plus mem-
bers and an overview of 
district fi nances, mem-
bers broke into small 
groups to discuss a num-
ber of possible projects 
the bond — if approved 
— could pay for.

Included on a longer 
list were:

◆ what to do with the
middle school pools,

◆ relocating the main
offi ce at Grosse Pointe 
South High School,

◆ adding central air
conditioning to all build-
ings,

◆ reopening Trombly
Elementary School,

◆ what to do with the
IA building at South and

◆ building an athletic
fi eldhouse.

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Andrea Tuttle said 
Plante Moran would 
analyze the lists to look 

for commonalities and 
present the results at the 
committee’s next meet-
ing, scheduled 6 to 8 
p.m. Wednesday, April
9, in the Grosse Pointe
North High School 
library.

The committee’s main 
task is to recommend to 
the GPPSS Board of 
Education whether or 
not to put the bond 
renewal on the ballot 
and, if so, what scope of 
work it will cover.

“We need to clearly 
and accurately describe 
the intended use,” Tuttle 
said. “Clarity and trans-

parency are essential to 
building trust and ensur-
ing voters understand.”

If the district pro-
ceeds, it would ask vot-
ers to approve a renewal 
of the 2018 safety and 
security bond on the 
Nov. 4 ballot. The com-
mittee will meet through 
the end of June. 

Moving forward, the 
district would need to 
submit ballot language 
to the county clerk by 
Monday, Aug. 11. The 
original $111 million 
bond was approved by 

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

GPPSS bond committee gets to work

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Brian Colter’s job as a 
one-man city forestry de-
partment meant combin-
ing administrative duties 
with the physical labor of 
tending trees.

He often ended the day 
with blistered hands and 
dirt under broken fi nger-
nails. The soles of his 
work boots left a trail of 
mud to his offi ce in the 
basement of city hall.

But when something 
special was afoot, espe-
cially the annual Arbor 
Week Poster Contest 
award ceremony for ele-
mentary school children 
o r  m u n i c i p a l 
Beautification Awards 
for property owners, 
Colter, as they say, 
cleaned up nice.

In a dark business suit 
he looked like a banker. 
Still, a wooden tie and 
belt testified subtly to 
being rooted in the urban 

Gone 
too soon
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Director of Public Safety John Hutchins honors SRO Jim LaBeau, right, as the 2024 public safety employ-
ee of the year before city council Monday, March 10.

Offi cer Jim 
LaBeau be-
came the 
school re-
source offi -
cer at 
Grosse 
Pointe 
South 
High 
School last 
April.

PHOTOS BY 
RENEE 

LANDUYTSee LABEAU, page 2A

See SEWER, page 9A

See WORK, page 14ASee SOON, page 10A
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Irrigation Installation & Repair • Outdoor Lighting

representative of the 
Farms department and 
as an approachable adult 
to whom students can 

come for any issue in 
their lives, LaBeau said 
he’s always on call. 

“If they’re having a 
mental health crisis or 
they need to talk to 
someone at three in the 
morning, I make it acces-
sible that they can call 
me and let me know 

what’s going on,” he 
said. 

On any given day at 
South, he can be found 
handling campus secu-
rity, the public safety 
diversion program for 
young offenders, the 
Face Addiction Now — 
f o r m e r l y  F a m i l i e s 

Against Narcotics — pro-
gram, supervising medi-
cal emergencies, guest 
speaking in classes and 
serving in the Leaders of 
Tomorrow program.

He’s currently spear-
heading the Grosse 
Pointe Public Safety 
Explorers program — 
which invites youth to 
gain real-world experi-
ence learning about law 
enforcement, fi re service 
and emergency response 
careers — and also 
intends to soon launch a 
program targeting stu-
dents who are having a 
hard time fi nding their 
way in high school.

“You don’t just have to 
be a football player to be 
successful in the school,” 

he said. “There’s so many 
other ways to be success-
ful. 

“… The reality is once 
high school is over, 
you’ve got to put your big 
boy and big girl pants on. 
You’ve got to go to work 
all the time and go to col-
lege and that’s kind of 
where the stress hap-
pens. So I’m trying to 
eliminate stress now and 
that will also help (stu-
dents) become success-
ful in the future.” 

LaBeau also attends 
Blue Devils sporting 
events, dances, school 
spirit activities and in-
service training, con-
stantly looking for new 
opportunities to be a 
team player and improve 
student life. 

“Jim has stepped into 
his new role with pride 
and purpose, reveling in 
the challenge of building 
what will hopefully 
endure as an integral 
part of life at GP South 
High School,” Public 
Safety Director John 
Hutchins said. “His com-
mitment to the mission, 
easygoing demeanor 
and unbridled enthusi-
asm have made him a 
successful SRO and 
recipient of the 2024 
employee of the year 
award.” 

Because the officer 
returns to road patrol 
while school is out for 
the summer, he also 
earned a departmental 
commendation for the 
arrest of a sexual preda-
tor in July 2024, and was 
one of a dozen offi cers to 
receive a director’s unit 
award for a successful 
undercover sting opera-
tion into a criminal 
enterprise selling stolen 
vehicles in June 2024.

LABEAU:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — Among the of-
fi cers recognized during 
the Grosse Pointe Farms 
2024 public safety 
awards ceremony last 
week, were two integral 
in the identifi cation and 
arrest of the seven-time 
convicted felon who 
pulled a realistic-looking 
fake gun on a Village 
Market employee last 
February. 

After pointing the 
weapon at the employ-
ee’s head when con-
fronted for shoplifting 
liquor, the man initially 
evaded police, leading to 
soft lockdowns at several 
area schools. 

Reserve Officer Ted 
Roney noted a suspect 
with a similar descrip-
tion — namely, wearing 
an Amazon vest — was 
captured on Ring camera 
footage stealing pack-
ages from a porch sev-
eral days prior. The video 
and subsequent informa-
tion that the suspect was 
squatting at a home on 
Cadieux in Detroit were 
posted to the Neighbors 
App by Ring.  

D e t e c t i v e  R o g e r 
Wierszewski followed 
the leads and gained per-
miss ion  f rom the 
Cadieux homeowner to 
enter the property, allow-
ing the Eastern Wayne 
County Special Response 
Team to raid the home 
and take the suspect into 
custody.

The two offi cers were 
recognized with a depart-
mental commendation 
Monday, March 10.

“The offi cers’ attention 
to detail and responsive-
ness removed a violent 
felon from the streets in 
less than 72 hours,” 

Public Safety Director 
John Hutchins said.  

Also receiving a 
departmental commen-
dation were Detective 
Derek Lazarski and offi -
cers Keith Colombo, Jim 
LaBeau and Paige 
Thomas for swiftly 
arresting a Detroit 
Athletic Club employee 
who exposed himself 
while following a minor 
female down Moran in 
July 2024.

“Their decisive actions 
took a predator off the 
streets before he could 
prey on other unsuspect-
ing children,” Hutchins 
said. “These offi cers are 
commended for their 
well-coordinated investi-
gation and swift actions.”

The third and final 
departmental commen-
dation was awarded to 
offi cers Jason Newberg, 
Kris Desmadryl and Jon 
Ross for disarming and 
protecting an adult 
woman who attempted 
suicide at Grosse Pointe 
Memorial Church in 
early December. 

The offi cers intervened 
before the woman could 
harm herself in any way 
and she was safely trans-
ported to an area hospi-
tal.

“These officers are 

commended for their 
assertiveness and profes-
sionalism in preventing 
self-harm to a person in 
distress,” Hutchins said.

As larceny from auto 
crimes continue to run 
rampant throughout the 
Pointes, Officer Mike 
Ryan earned a citation 
for piloting the depart-
ment’s drone in the mid-
dle of the night in early 
December to locate and 
take three suspects off 
the streets.

After being reported 
for rummaging through 
a car and subsequently 
crashing their vehicle at 
Lakeshore and Lochmoor 
while fl eeing police, fi ve 
suspects fl ed on foot in 
var ious direct ions. 
Deploying the thermal 
drone, Ryan located two 
suspects hiding under 
foliage in the rear of a 
home on Sunningdale, as 
well as a third hiding 
under bushes behind a 
home on Lochmoor. 
Shores offi cers success-
fully apprehended the 
fi nal two suspects thanks 
to reports from residents. 

“PSO Ryan is recog-
nized for his skill in 
drone operations, while 
assisting officers in 
apprehending multiple 
suspects involved in over 

a dozen larcenies from 
vehicles,” Hutchins said. 

Responding to an 
alarm and burglary in 
progress at Enterprise 
Rent-A-Car on Mack last 
July resulted in a citation 
for  Sgt .  Veronica 
Cashion, Wierszewski 
and officers Richard 
Rosati, Bryan Orlowski 
and Brandon Coats.

The suspect was 
located under a truck in 
the garage and taken 
into custody without 
incident after officers 
threatened use of a taser.  

“ D e t e c t i v e 
Wierszewski then con-
ducted a thorough and 
meticulous investigation 
and tied the incident to a 
recent string of stolen 
Jeep Wagoneers from 
the Warren Stamping 
Plant,” Hutchins said. 
“He contacted the 
Warren PD, who believed 
the suspect was respon-
sible for a string of thefts 
in Warren and possibly 
other locations.”

O f f i c e r  W i l l i a m 
Madsen also received a 
citation for gathering 
information leading to a 
six-count felony warrant, 
while conducting a rou-
tine traffic stop last 
March for illegal window 
tint and no license plate. 

While taking the driver 
into custody for a war-
rant out of Grosse Pointe 
Woods and doing an 
inventory search of the 
vehicle, Madsen located 
several credit cards in 
the names of other indi-
viduals and noticed the 
RFID chip on one had 
scratches, which indi-
cates the card being tam-
pered with. 

Investigation found the 
card owners were vic-
tims of identity theft. 

“PSO Madsen is com-
mended for his attention 
to detail and follow up in 
this case,” Hutchins said. 

For an undercover 
sting operation last June 
into a criminal enterprise 
selling stolen vehicles 
after retagging them 
with legitimate VIN num-
bers, no fewer than a 
dozen offi cers earned the 
director’s unit award.

The team, led by 
Lazarski, arranged an 
undercover buy of a sto-
len and retagged vehicle 
in the parking lot of 

Chase Bank at Mack and 
Moross, where LaBeau 
and Thomas in plain 
clothes met with the sus-
pects to affect the trans-
action. 

The arrests resulted in 
an 11-count felony war-
rant, including one count 
of conducting a criminal 
enterprise, which is pun-
ishable by 20 years in 
prison. 

Honored were Deputy 
Director Andrew Rogers, 
Detective Lt. Antonino 
Trupiano, Lt. Wes Kipke, 
Wierszewski, Lazarski, 
Colombo, Officer Paul 
Reygaert,  Newberg, 
LaBeau, Officer Mark 
Laquere, Ross and 
Thomas. City of Grosse 
Pointe Detective Mike 
Narduzzi also was noted 
as having taken part in 
the operation.

“All offi cers are recog-
nized for their thorough 
and exhaustive efforts in 
taking two career crimi-
nals off the street,” 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Officers honored for 2024 efforts

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Left, Director John Hutchins presents a director’s 
unit award to a team of offi cers for their roles in an 
undercover sting operation last June. From left are 
Offi cer Paul Reygaert, Offi cer Jon Ross, Detective 
Roger Wierszewski, Offi cer Keith Colombo, Offi cer 
Jason Newberg, Detective Derek Lazarski, 
Hutchins, Offi cer Paige Thomas,  Lt. Wes Kipke, 
Detective Lt. Antonino Trupiano and Offi cer Jim 
LaBeau. Above, Offi cer Paige Thomas earned a de-
partmental commendation and was one of a dozen 
offi cers to receive a director’s unit award for her ef-
forts on behalf of the city in 2024.

See EFFORTS, page 4A
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PLANTING
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Purchase for $26,619
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Spring is a great time to plan your housing 
needs and wants. 

Looking to downsize or do you need more space?
Relocating or helping a family member make a move?

Talk to Ted, your source for all your Real Estate needs.

Ted is a lifetime Grosse Pointer and active in the 
community. He is familiar with all of the Pointes, 

equipped to assist long-time residents, 

Whether buying or selling, reach out to 
Ted for your next move.

realestateroney@gmail.com 
313-549-0123

18412 Mack Ave
Grosse Pointe Farms MI, 48236
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TED RONEY

tedroney_sellsmiTed Roney
Sells Michigan

TUESDAY, MARCH 25

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Planning Commission meet-
ing, 9 a.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Planning Commission meet-
ing, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 29

 ◆ Household Hazardous Waste Drop-Off Day, 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at Pier Park, 350 Lakeshore. Open to resi-
dents of Grosse Pointe Farms, Park, Shores and City.

The Week Ahead

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— It’s time to gear up for 
gardening.

“Next week is the fi rst 
day of spring, March 20,” 
Kelly Konieczki of the 
Grosse Pointe Park 
B e a u t i f i c a t i o n 
C o m m i s s i o n  s a i d 
recently.

Commissioners are 
recruiting volunteers to 
participate in the first 
Adopt-A-Garden event of 
the year 9 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, March 22, at 
Patterson Park.

“They ’ re  a l l  on 
Saturdays once per 
month,” Konieczki said.

The game plan for this 
weekend is for volun-
teers to perform light 
maintenance and assess 
fl ower beds.

“It is too early to start 
cleaning actual beds,” 
Konieczki said. “The rule 
of thumb for that is the 
soil should be a consis-
tent temperature of 50 
degrees. That gives over-
wintering insects and 
things time to emerge.”

Volunteers can arrive 
impromptu or announce 
themselves in advance by 
contacting Koniecki at 
momcatkelly@yahoo.

com.
“Email me and I’ll put 

you on the list,” she said. 
“We also have the Grosse 
Pointe Park Friends of 
Patterson Park Facebook 
group that I encourage 

people to join. I’ll post 
things there as well. If we 
have rain, we try to 
reschedule.”

“We have snacks, 
equipment and materi-
als,” said Councilman 

Brent Dreaver, liaison to 
the commission. “If you 
want to hang out with 
some people and work 
on Patterson Park, please 
come by.”

“You don’t have to 

have gardening experi-
ence,” Konieczki said. 
“Come as you are. We’re 
learning together. And 
nothing can beat fresh air 
and being outside after 
winter.”

This is the third year of 
the commission’s Adopt-
A-Garden.

“We launched the pro-
gram in the spring of 
2023 to help the city 
spruce up Patterson Park 
after staffing shortages 
during the pandemic,” 
C o m m i s s i o n 
Chairwoman Lisa Kyle 
said.

Participants hit the 
ground running.

“When we started, it 
was basically the length 
of the boardwalk, which 
is quite a long way,” 
Konieczki said. “We 
planted over 200 native 
plants in the last couple 
seasons that were 
donated.”

Species include but 
aren’t limited to wild 
geranium, great blue 
lobelia and little blue-
stem grass.

“There was an outpour-

ing of support and many 
resident volunteers want-
ing to continue the next 
season,” Kyle said.

“We have a running list 
of about 40 volunteers 
right now,” Konieczki 
said. “Not everyone 
comes every time, which 
is understandable.”

“This year,” Kyle said, 
“we will continue our 
group gardening events 
and will have groups and 
individuals adopting spe-
cific beds through the 
season.”

“The other task I’m get-
ting a head start on is 
moving away from metal 
edg ing  on  beds , ” 
Konieczki said. “Now we 
are cutting natural edg-
ing. That takes quite a bit 
of work. Once estab-
lished, it’s more a matter 
of once a year going in 
and cleaning it up. We 
have a long way along 
the boardwalk to cut in a 
natural edging.”

“We hope to grow the 
program each year into 
the future and now have 
pollinator beds at city 
hall,” Kyle said. “We have 
a page on the city web-
site. We are working to 
add content without new 
p r o g r a m m i n g  a n d 
events.”

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Adopt-A-Garden starts Saturday

COURTESY PHOTOS

Adopt-A-Garden volunteers work once per month near the boardwalk at Grosse Pointe Park Patterson 
Park.

Adopt-A-
Garden partic-
ipants, orga-
nized by the 
Grosse Pointe 
Park 
Beautifi cation 
Commission, 
meet monthly 
to clean, plant 
and tend gar-
dens at 
Patterson 
Park.

Wild geranium.
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representatives have no authority to 
bind this newspaper. Only publication of 
an advertisement shall constitute fi nal 
acceptance of the advertiser’s order.

                       — New York Times

W I T N E S S  G R E A T N E S S

C H A R L I E   A L B R I G H T

Sunday

March 23, 2025

P r o M u s i c a D e t r o i t . c o m
Tickets / Details:

Grosse Pointe

War Memorial

“Jaw-dropping 
technique...
Virtuosity with a 
distinctive musicality.” 

032025

Out of the mouths of 
babes:

“Every person who has 
talked to me about my 
dad has had something 
nice to say,” said Miah 
Evans, 15. “Honestly, in 
terms of being a role 
model, I don’t think I 
could have asked for a 
better one. In everything 
he does, whether athlet-
ics or his work or his 
character, there’s always 
something I can strive to 
be like.”

Her brother, Ryan, 10, 
said his father is a good 
guy and sets a good 
example at work.

“Defi nitely,” Ryan said. 
“Because I see him con-
stantly working for his 
job or stuff around the 
house, cleaning up.”

Miah and Ryan’s 
father, Matthew Evans of 
Grosse Pointe Park, mea-
sures himself by inspir-
ing his children to grow 
up and live meaningful, 
productive lives.

“Nothing is more 
important to me than my 
kids,” Evans said.

There are those who do 
and those who don’t 
dare. Evans is a doer. 
And he wants his chil-
dren to do, also.

“Any time you get an 
opportunity, whether you 
feel you’re prepared or 
not, if people have confi -
dence in you, you’ll 
learn,” Evans said. 
“Content is agnostic. 
Your transferable skills 
are communication, lead-
ership, decision making 
and getting along with 
people. If you have those, 
you can learn anything 

short of being a medical 
doctor. That has been my 
approach.”

It’s not what you know, 
it’s what you want to 
know.

“I live by that,” he said.
Evans began his adult 

life as an elementary 
school teacher.

He ran the gamut at the 
Detroit Edison Public 
School Academy in 
Detroit and University 
Preparatory Academy in 
Grand Rapids.

“I taught third, fourth, 
fifth, six, seventh and 
eighth grade, consecu-
tively, then became prin-
cipal of the school at 
which I was teaching, 
University Prep,” he said.

At University Prep, 
Evans initiated a leader-
ship program that took 
students to Africa.

“I raised funds and 
exposed them to differ-
ent cultures and people 
throughout the continent 
of Africa,” Evans said. “I 
started in South Africa, 
developed it into six 
other countries and, with 
my brother,  Blair , 
merged it into a solar-
focused project in 
Africa.”

U-Prep  s tudents , 
schooled in solar power 
technology, shared their 
knowledge with African 
counterparts.

“We made a digital fab-
ricated bike with fold-out 
solar panels that could be 
used entrepreneurially as 
a charging station for 
Durban, South Africa,” 
Evans said. “We built a 
solar-powered green-
house in Soweto, South 
Africa; and did a project 
for a birthing center in 
Hawassa, Ethiopia, that 

dealt with infant and 
maternal mortality rates 
for the United Nations. It 
all kind of started while I 
was teaching.”

That record of accom-
plishment, built atop a 
solid college background 
— “I was an undergradu-
ate member of Alpha Phi 
Alpha Epsilon Chapter at 
the  Univers i ty  o f 
Michigan,” Evans said. 
“That’s significant. It’s 
the largest and oldest 
black fraternity in the 
nation” — and a master’s 
degree in educational 
leadership from Wayne 
State University, earned 
him attention from the 
private sector.

“The founders of 
Steelcase, out of Grand 
Rapids, asked me to run 
a company for them 
called E Three Labs,” 
Evans said.

E-Three stands for 
Energy plus Education 
Equals Entrepreneurship.

“I headed that in 
Tanzania and Detroit,” 
Evans said. “We part-
nered with the Catherine 
Ferguson Academy (in 
Detroit), a school for 
pregnant and parenting 
teens (that was taken 
over  by Pathways 
Academy about 10 years 
ago) and trained them in 
digital fabrication and 
solar and extended the 
African trips into that.”

His various cultural 
exchanges had one thing 
in common.

“People have more 
similarities than differ-
ences,” Evans said. 
“Many times, your envi-
ronment dictates behav-
ior. To me, I’ve always 
wanted to present to my 
children the opportunity 
to have a variety of expe-
riences refl ective of envi-
ronments so they can 
understand that people 
are people, by and large 
the same. But, who you 
are and who you’re with 
largely dictates behavior. 
Having that understand-
ing helps you navigate 
through both your educa-
tion and professional 
life.”

Evans is dynamic. It 
requires fast-forwarding 
to enumerate his experi-
ences and accomplish-
ments without draining a 
barrel of ink.

He opened the Detroit 
office of Rockford 
Construction and spun 
that into creating his own 
company ,  Inv ic tus 
Construction, a commer-
cial builder based in 
Detroit.

“We’re opening an 
offi ce in Grand Rapids,” 
Evans said. “I’m also the 
managing partner at 
Prospect Park, an advi-
sory capital formation 
fi rm that deals with ultra-
high-end investments.”

He also accepted an 
appointment last year by 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 
as a trustee of Ferris 
State University.

“I’m not an alum of 

Ferris, but I am privi-
leged to have that oppor-
tunity,” Evans said.

He keeps in shape by 
paddleboarding on Lake 
St. Clair, lifting weights 
and playing squash at the 
Detroit Athletic Club.

Although he no longer 
serves on the Grosse 
Pointe Park Planning 
Commission, he remains 
active in community 
affairs.

“I am a founding mem-
ber of the Grosse Pointe 
Park Public Safety 
Foundation with Mike 
Shields and a couple of 
people,” Evans said. “We 
started that a few years 
ago. It’s to help raise 
money, awareness and 
get needed equipment 
for Grosse Pointe Park 
police in particular. It’s 
an independent group, 
but we work directly with 

the chief and other offi -
cers.”

His older brother is 
Wayne County Executive 
Warren Evans.

Everything Matthew 
Evans does focuses on 
building a future — his 
education, his construc-
tion company and raising 
his children.

“I want my kids to 
understand they have a 
place in the world,” 
Evans said. “They have to 
work hard to get to a 
place they want to be, but 
they have a place. 
Character is No. 1. Hard 
work is No. 2. You can 
switch those from time to 
time, but character has to 
be at a high level. 
Opportunities will pres-
ent themselves. You have 
to be ready. If not, you 
have to make your own 
opportunities.”

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Children first

COURTESY PHOTO

Grosse Pointe Park residents Ryan Evans, 10, and sister Miah, 15, accompany 
their father, Matthew Evans, on a business trip to Chicago.

Hutchins said. “Their 
tenacity and profession-
alism are commended 
and appreciated.” 

LaBeau, the school 
resource officer at 
Grosse Pointe South 

High School, also was 
honored as public safety 
employee of the year for 
2024 (see page 1A).

“I know we are show-
ing appreciation today to 
those of you who serve 
our community as PSOs,” 
Mayor Louis Theros said, 
“but please know that we 
appreciate you every day 
for dedicating yourselves 
to protecting our city and 
our citizens.”

EFFORTS:
Continued from page 2A
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Call or Text: Johnny Harrison
313-550-3585

Spring Cleanup
Lawn Service
Aeration
Mulch & More!

SERVING GROSSE POINTE
 AND THE SURROUNDING AREAS
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Life’s a journey. 
Find your way.

313.882.9600
visit:

helmlife.org

Scan the QR Code to see upcoming 
activities and events

meet me at the helm
When Dan came to The Helm, he had no idea how his life was 
going to change. Alongside a newfound sense of community, 
he discovered chair yoga. After just four months of active 
participation in these classes, Dan no longer needed a 
wheelchair or walker for his chronic Guillain Barre Syndrome. 
Meet Dan at The Helm for chair yoga.

“The Helm has helped ME so much. 
I am so grateful.”  
—  Dan McCrary

032025

COLLISIONLLochmoorochmoor
RICK ROMATZ

IS BACK ON MACK AVENUE!
All Makes & ModelsAll Makes & Models
Specializing in Collision Insurance Repairs

22015 Greater Mack Ave.
(Between 8 & 9 Mile)

www.lochmoorcollisioncentermi.com
586-359-2867

30
YEARS

EXPERIENCE

l

24
HOUR

TOWING
586-

709-4657

RICK ROMATZ

032025

03
20

25 313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods 48236

FREE!FREE!
Monitored

Smoke Detector
with purchase of

security alarm and
monitoring services.

w w w. P o i n t e A l a r m . c o m

City of Grosse Pointe

Sting operation
After running off with 

a laptop he hadn’t paid 
for during a Facebook 
Marketplace meet up 
days prior, a 19-year-old 
Detroit man turned 
around and tried to sell 
i t  o n  F a c e b o o k 
Marketplace last week. 

Officers set up an 
operation to “buy” the 
laptop at 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, March 12, 
and arrested the man at 
Woodhall and Windsor 
in Detroit when he 
attempted to fl ee. 

Dog food
A man stole two bags 

of dog food and one bag 
of dog treats totaling 
$150 from a business in 
the 16000 block of 
Kercheval at 9 p.m. 
Thursday, March 13.

He is described as a 
6-foot, 3-inch black man 
in his 50s, wearing a 
dark green coat.

Sleeping outside
When a 36-year-old 

D e t r o i t  m a n  w a s 
reported for sleeping on 
a bench at Kercheval 
and Neff at 8:30 a.m. 
Saturday, March 15, 
offi cers responded and 
found he was wanted on 
several warrants out of 
the Macomb County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce.

DWLS
After being pulled 

over at Mack and Rivard 
for driving with an 
expired license plate at 
2:30 p.m. Saturday, 

March 15, a 21-year-old 
Harper Woods man was 
cited for driving while 
license suspended.

Jeep stolen
A 2019 Jeep Cherokee 

was stolen from a drive-
way in the 400 block of 
Rivard between 4 p.m. 
Saturday, March 15, 
and 12:30 p.m. the next 
day.

Median parking
A 42-year-old Park 

woman was found 
slumped over the wheel 
of her vehicle, which was 
on the median at Mack 
and Neff, at 1 a.m. 
Sunday, March 16.

After an investigation, 
she was arrested for 
operating while intoxi-
cated.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Stolen vehicles
Two vehicles were sto-

len last week, including 
one that had signs of 
forced entry.

A 2021 Jeep was taken 
sometime overnight 
before 8 a.m. Tuesday, 
March 11, from a drive-
way in the 1700 block of 
Prestwick. Broken glass 

was found on the drive-
way.

A 2019 Chrysler was 
taken from a driveway 
in the 1700 block of 
Severn overnight into 
Sunday, March 16. The 
owner did not recall if it 
was locked. 

Identity theft
A resident in the 1400 

block of Roslyn told 
police around 5 p.m. 
Thursday, March 13, she 
received two credit cards 
in the mail, one of which 
was in her name. The 
company said they were 
opened in January at an 
address in New York 
City.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Utility 
worker scam

Three adult males 
claiming to be utility 
workers entered the 
home of an elderly 
Farms resident who has 
dementia and stole mul-
tiple items from within 
the house Saturday, 
March 8. 

One suspect was wear-
ing a yellow hoodie and 
distracted the victim, 
while the other two rum-
maged through his bed-

room.
“Please be assured our 

detectives are actively 
reviewing the video sur-
veillance footage recov-
ered,” a Nixle alert sent 
to Farms residents 
noted. 

Vehicle break-in
A rock was used to 

break into a vehicle 
parked overnight into 
Tuesday, March 11, in 
the 18000 block of 
Mack.

Fentanyl
No operational tail 

lights are what led an 
officer to pull over a 
24-year-old Flint man at 
Moross and Beaupre at 
11:12 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 12. The man then 
was found to have war-
rants for delivery and 
manufacturing of fen-
tanyl, as well as posses-
sion of cocaine.

Immigration
After being pulled over 

at Mack and Kerby for a 
fully tinted license plate 
cover at 10:35 a.m. 
Saturday, March 15, a 
21-year-old man unable 
to understand English 
provided offi cers with a 
Venezuelan identifica-
tion card. 

Border patrol was con-
tacted to set an immigra-
tion court date and the 
man was cited for traffi c 
infractions.

Bitcoin scam
An 80-year-old Farms 

man last week fell for a 
phone scam, in which 
the caller told him he 
would deposit $50,000 
into the man’s bank 
account if he would 
deposit $20,000 into a 
Bitcoin machine.

Though the man made 
the deposit, he then real-
ized it was a scam and 
immediately froze his 
bank accounts. 

Lighter theft
A 30-year-old Detroit 

man was arrested when 
he tried to steal a lighter 
to light his cigarette 
inside a business in the 
19000 block of Mack at 
9:12 p.m. Saturday, 
March 15.

Jeep stolen
A white 2017 Jeep 

G r a n d  C h e r o k e e 
Trailhawk was stolen 
from a Warner driveway 
overnight into Sunday, 
March 16, while its 
owner hosted a St. 
Patrick’s Day celebra-
tion. 

He believes the keys 
were left inside the vehi-
cle. 

Porch pirates
Amazon packages 

were stolen from a porch 
in the 100 block of 
Kenwood at 7:45 p.m. 
Saturday, March 15. 

Packages also were 
reported stolen on Muir 
a few minutes prior.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Park

Wallet stolen
A patron of a business 

in the 15100 block of 
Charlevoix told police his 
wallet was taken some-
time between 8:30 and 
10:15 p.m. Sunday, 
March 16.

Stolen vehicle
Between 3 and 7 a.m. 

Monday, March 17, 
someone stole a 2024 
Dodge Durango parked 
in the driveway of a 
house in the 1000 block 
of Bedford.

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public 
Safety Department, 
(313) 822-7400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Nothing to report per 
dispatch.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about crime to Grosse 
Pointe Shores Public 
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — “We had 
three or four reported 
in the last week alone,” 
D e t e c t i v e  R o g e r 
Wierszewski said of 
the latest phone scam, 
in which victims are 
told they missed jury 
duty and there is a war-
rant for their arrest. 

The scammers claim 
to be a sheriff’s dep-
uty, police officer or 
court officer, tell the 
victim there is a war-
rant for their arrest for 
failure to appear at 
jury duty and threaten 
jail time if a fine isn’t 
paid.

This is a relatively 
new type of  scam, 
Wierszewski said.

“Normally it’s the jail 
scam where  some-
body’s locked up (and 
in need of bail money) 
or the IRS scam — stat-
ing the IRS is going to 
come and lock you up 
for back taxes that you 
haven’t paid or unpaid 
balances — which nor-
mally happens right 
n o w , ”  h e  n o t e d . 
“Ultimately, their end 
goal is, ‘Go to a store 
and get us some Bitcoin 
and send i t  here . ’ 
W h i c h ,  o b v i o u s l y , 
nobody takes Bitcoin. 
No police department, 
no IRS, nothing like 
that.” 

To avoid scams, be 
aware that courts will 
never call to demand 
money, threaten arrest 
for missing jury duty 

or ask for personal 
information over the 
phone. Additionally, 
only scammers insist 
on  e lectronic  pay-
ments ;  courts  wi l l 
always send a jury 
summons by U.S. mail; 
and a fine will never be 
imposed until after an 
i n d i v i d u a l  h a s 
appeared in court and 
b e e n  a l l o w e d  t o 
explain their failure to 
appear. 

“If you get a (scam 
call), the numbers are 
going to be spoofed,” 
Wierszewski warned. 
“They’re going to come 
in to look like a 313 
number, but any police 
officers or deputies are 
not going to call you 
and say you have a 
warrant. You’re going 
to get sent a letter in 
the mail  or  you’re 
going to find out when 
you’re in a traffic stop 
that you have a war-
rant.”

It’s possible scam-
mers also will provide 
a fake sheriff’s badge 
number and case num-
ber. 

Thus far, only one 
Farms resident has 
reported falling for the 
jury duty scam, costing 
them a couple thou-
sand dollars. 

If residents receive 
such a scam call, detec-
tives advise to hang up 
the phone immediately 
and contact the depart-
ment of public safety. 

— Laurel Kraus

Jury duty 
scam calls 
on the rise
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GROSSE POINTE 7-DAY
WEATHER FORECAST
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Rain/Snow
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SUNRISE 
7:35 am
SUNSET
7:45 pm
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Cloudy

 0%
SUNRISE 
7:33 am
SUNSET
7:46 pm
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Rain
Showers
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SUNRISE 
7:31 am
SUNSET
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Cloudy
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7:29 am
SUNSET
7:48 pm
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Rain
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SUNRISE 
7:28 am
SUNSET
7:49 pm
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Partly
Cloudy

 10%
SUNRISE 
7:26 am
SUNSET
7:50 pm

380

280

Cloudy

 0%
SUNRISE 
7:24 am
SUNSET
7:51 pm

THU  FRI  SAT SUN  MON  TUE  WED

March 20 – 26

Weather data courtesy of Channel 4, WDIV Detroit • ClickOnDetroit.com

LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes letters to the editor. 

All letters should be typed and signed with the writer’s 

full name and local address, as well as a daytime tele-

phone number for verifi cation or questions. Letters lon-

ger than 300 words may be edited for length. All letters 

may be

edited for content. We reserve the right to refuse any

letter. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. Monday. Letters 

may be submitted via email to editor@grossepointenews.

com or by fi lling out the letters form on our website, 

grossepointenews.com.

The Fourth Estate
To the Editor:

When I was a kid, my dad was the editor 
and publisher of the Rochester (Michigan) 
Clarion. Today, that paper is long gone. 
Rochester has no weekly newspaper.

When I was an adult, I worked for 33 
years at the Detroit Free Press. The paper 
still exists — and that is a miracle — but it 
has no staff left to cover every community.

Readers may not agree with everything 
in the Grosse Pointe News, but at least we 
have a local weekly newspaper to criticize. 
Grosse Pointers should thank their lucky 
stars. A functioning democracy needs the 
Fourth Estate. Yet local newspapers keep 
dying every day.

I am grateful to the paper’s owner, edi-
tors and staff for continuing to believe that 
journalism is a calling, not just a job, and 
for getting out there each day reporting 
what’s new in GP.

ELLEN CREAGER
Grosse Pointe Woods
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A 
recent study by smartasset.com 
found that Wayne County is in the 
top 10 in Michigan for the lowest 
credit card debt as a percentage of 
income. Congratulations.

Wayne County comes in at No. 8, 
with an average of 9.4 percent of credit card debt 
as a ratio of debt to per capita income.

In raw numbers, our county has an average per 
capita income of $28,403 and an average credit 
card debt of $2,659 per person. That is not too 
bad, compared to national figures.

According to nerdwallet.com, the average 
American is carrying $6,380 in credit card debt, 
with the average household sitting at $10,563.

How do we in the Pointes compare? According 
to our reader poll (see graphic, below), almost 60 
percent of you currently owe less than $1,000. In 
this scenario, being below average is really, really 
good.

Another 5 percent of you are between $1,000 
and $4,999, with 7 percent between $5,000 and 
$9,999. The shocker, though, is that 30 percent 
said their debt was over $10,000. This is not a 
case where you want to be keeping up with the 
Joneses.

Washtenaw County, at No. 5, and Oakland 
County, at No. 7, also made the top 10 list. The 
rest, however, were mostly north, farther north 
and really farther north. Those were, starting at 
No. 1, Missaukee County, Dickinson County, 
Midland County, Roscommon County, Clare 
County, Branch County (on the Ohio border) and 
Genesee County.

Obviously, not making monthly payments is the 
fastest way to rack up credit card debt. But many 
users are lulled into a false sense of security by 
making just the minimum payment. Believe us, 
that is not calculated for your benefit. You are 
better off paying as much as you can, even if that 
is not the full amount.

For those facing mounting credit card debt due 
to high interest rates, there are a few suggested 
methods to end that cycle.

The first is called snowballing. You make the 
minimum payment on each card and make extra 
payments on the card with the lowest balance. 
When you pay that card off, it will 
give you motivation to apply the 
same method to the next card and so 
on. Some even suggest cutting up 
each card as you pay it off and mov-
ing to a cash-only approach.

Transferring debt to a new card 
offering 0 percent interest for an 
introductory period also can help 
you make payments to reduce debt.

Finally, a personal loan is another 
option since the interest rate would 
be lower than the card.

Believe it or not, Friday, March 21, 
is National Credit Card Reduction 
Day. We are not sure why that date 
was chosen, but we suspect it might 
have something to do with the start 
of spring a day earlier. Sort of a 
spring cleaning for finances.

Experts suggest creating a budget, 
limiting spending, prioritizing pay-
ments and even asking someone to 
hide your credit cards. Hey, some-
times desperate measures call for 
desperate actions.

Giving credit 
where credit is due

OUR VIEW

5%$1,000 -
$4,999

What is your 
current credit 
card debt?

POINTER 
POLL

Poll taken via GPN Facebook and Instagram. Follow us to see upcoming polls. 
We want to hear from you!

59%
Under
$1,000

7%
$5,000 - 
$10,000

30%Over
$10,000
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ILLUSTRATION BY KEN SCHOP

G U E S T  E D I T O R I A L  By Noah Hauswirth

W
e celebrate our lives in 
milestones. Ages and stag-
es. Once we hit that thrill-
ing number 18 signifying 
that we’re offi cially adults, 
the amount of freedom we 

feel becomes commensurate with the respon-
sibilities our lives begin to take 
on — with fi nancial literacy un-
derlying many of those obliga-
tions.

Navigating the world of 
investing can feel daunting, but 
understanding key concepts 
and learning essential lessons 
can guide the journey. Whether 
you have a family member turn-
ing 18, or someone in your life 
looking to build wealth from the 
bottom up, this primer provides a solid over-
view of the basic types of securities, investing 
strategies and valuable lessons to help pave 
the path toward fi nancial confi dence.

Understanding your options
Before launching into the world of invest-

ments, emerging investors need to know and 
understand what tools are at their disposal. 
Securities are essentially tradable assets that 
hold monetary value. Each type serves a dis-
tinct purpose and carries risks, rewards and 
trading costs.

◆ Stocks: Representing ownership in a 
company, stocks grant investors voting rights 
and potential dividends (a share of the com-
pany’s profi ts). These can be volatile, offering 
high returns but also carrying the risk of cap-

ital loss.
◆ Bonds: Essentially loans made to compa-

nies or governments, bonds offer a fixed 
interest rate over a set period. While gener-
ally less volatile than stocks, they offer lower 
potential returns and are susceptible to inter-
est rate fl uctuations.

◆ Mutual funds: These pool 
investors’ money to purchase a 
diversifi ed portfolio of assets 
(stocks, bonds, etc.). They offer 
lower risk and greater liquidity 
but come with management 
fees.

◆ Exchange-traded funds: 
Similar to mutual funds, ETFs 
passively track a market index 
or sector, offering instant diver-
sifi cation and lower fees. They 

trade like stocks throughout the day, provid-
ing greater fl exibility.

Finding your investment strategy
Once new investors understand the tools, 

it’s time to provide clarity on how different 
investment strategies align with varying risk 
tolerances and goals. A vital point to make: 
Your investment strategy can change as your 
needs and goals change.

Some investors focus on value investing, 
which seeks undervalued stocks with strong 
fundamentals (core elements of the company 
itself that make the stock attractive). To suc-
ceed with this strategy, it’s important to be 
patient and interested in researching compa-

Launching a financial future

See GUEST, page 7A
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A
ccording 
to the 
C h i n e s e 
lunar cal-
e n d a r , 
2025 is the 

Year of the Snake. The 
snake, symbolizing wis-
dom and transformation, 
offers opportunities for 
personal growth and 
change. 

I’m not sure what 
growth or change 2025 
has in store for me, but 
for a handful of my 
friends, change defi nitely 
is in store and I hope it 
fully brings the snake’s 
wise and intuitive energy. 

Last year — for those of 
you keeping track, the 
Year of the Dragon (pow-
erful, endlessly energetic 
and goal-oriented, yet 
idealistic and romantic) 
— four of my friends got 
engaged. 

Which means this year, 
my husband and I have a 
few weddings to attend.

By the time you read 
this, Wedding No. 1 will 
have been checked off 

the list. I remember 
Brittany’s joy and excite-
ment last Easter when 
her fi ancée proposed. It 
reminded me of the thrill 
I felt all those years ago, 
when John got down on 
one knee and asked if we 
could spend the rest of 
our lives together.

I remember the excite-
ment of celebrating our 
engagement — and just 
as well the frustration 
that came with ironing 
out the details. Planning 
a wedding, for me, was 
fi lled with way too many 
decisions, anxieties and 
irritations, not to mention 
a fussy bridesmaid or two 
and seemingly endless 
expenses. 

As Brittany painstak-
ingly planned the details 
of her wedding, I watched 
Murphy’s law in full 
effect and, though she’s 
struggled these past few 
months, I like to think she 
handled the upsets with a 
bit of grace and touch of 
humor.

As another friend 
recently reminded me, 
the wedding is just a cer-
emony; the marriage is 
what’s important. 

While Brittany’s wed-
ding — and that stunning
dress — was one I will 
remember forever, I 
know her and Courtney’s 

marriage is where the 
real value is found.

Next up — and the 
polar  opposi te  of 
Brittany’s wedding — is 
Shawnie’s, which I expect 
to be the most laidback, 
low-key, frill-less nuptials 
I’ve ever attended.

After the stress and 
excitement of our own 
wedding faded, it seemed 
like everyone I knew was 
having much less compli-
cated affairs — like my 
brother’s outdoor cere-
mony in beautiful Port 
Townsend, Wash., or my 
cousin’s breathtaking 
wedding at Inchmahome 
Priory in Scotland. I 
remember repeatedly 
asking myself, “Why 
didn’t I think of that?” 
(Side note: Maybe we 
should have had an out-
door, destination wed-
ding.)

Well, Shawnie, why 
didn’t I think of that?

Shawnie and Josh are 
tying the knot during 
their annual road trip 
down South. They would 
have been happy simply 
parking their Harleys 
roadside and having a 
friend say a few words to 
make it official. That’s 
pretty much what they’d 
planned — until a few 
vocal friends and rela-
tives made a fuss.

Lucky for us, they had 
a change of heart, mailed 
around 20 invitations and 
come May, we’ll be meet-
ing them in Gatlinburg 
for Wedding No. 2. 

She has selected a 
gown, he soon will be fi t-
ted for a suit and a venue 
has been booked. Most 

everything else is up to 
chance; simple and 
uncomplicated. Why 
didn’t I think of that?

A girl after my own 
heart, I’m pretty sure 
Shawnie will be wearing 
a well-worn pair of Chuck 
Taylors under her gown 
(as did I — at least I 

thought of that!).
After her ceremony, 

we’ll hightail it back to 
Michigan for Wedding 
No. 3 — Joel and Jackie’s 
nuptials two days later. I 
haven’t heard much 
about the planning pro-
cess, but every time I see 
Joel, he has a huge smile 
on his face, so I assume 
it’s going well.

I’m not a big horoscope 
person, but I hope each of 
these couples find per-
sonal growth and change 
during this Year of the 
Snake and beyond. I hope 
they can be the very best 
versions of themselves 
for each other as they 
navigate their new lives 
together.

To all my friends who 
are tying the knot this 
year, a toast: Here’s to a 
lifetime of happiness and 
adventure. May you 
never forget what is 
worth remembering or 
remember what is best 
forgotten.

Join Our Memory 
Care Support Group

ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

SunriseVernier.com

V E R N I E R

SunriseGrossePointeWoods.com

GROSSE POINTE WOODS

© 2025 Sunrise Senior Living RCFE# 198320179

Call 313-643-5845 to learn more and 
ask about our next meeting.

Sunrise on Vernier | 1850 Vernier Road
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

Over the holidays, you may have noticed that a family 
member is experiencing memory loss. You’re invited to join 

our monthly meeting where you can get support from others 
who have a loved one living with Alzheimer’s or dementia.
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23400 Greater Mack (South of 9 Mile)

St. Clair Shores • 586-776-9750

Life is Short...Have More Parties!
Balloons Balloons •• PlatesPlates

Cups • Napkins • Favors

1010% OFF EVERYTHING*
With this coupon. Limit one coupon per customer.

May not be combined with other offers.
*Excludes sale and clearance items.

Shop Online w/Code: GPN10OFF. Expires April 30, 2025

In addition to obedience 
training for well-mannered 

family pets, we train most 
sporting breeds for both 
upland and waterfowl.
On the competitive side,
we also run AKC Retriever 
and Pointing breed Hunt 
Tests.
Please contact us for
more details!

                 SPORTING BREEDS

COUNTRY WALKS • BOARDING • GROOMING • TRAINING • SHOW DOGS

Pickup & delivery 
“Shuttle Service” to 
the Grosse Pointes

5200 Beard Road
North Street, MI 48049

springfieldpetresort.com
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nies to fi nd those hidden gems with 
potential for growth.

Another strategy focused on com-
pany fundamentals is growth invest-
ing. Instead of considering what the 
company looks like today, this style is 
mostly concerned with high growth 
potential. By prioritizing future earn-
ings over current profi tability, it carries 
higher risk but offers the chance for 
signifi cant returns.

For those investors looking for less 
growth potential, but a steadier income 
and capital appreciation over time, div-
idend investing is a strategy to gravi-
tate toward. It can provide regular 
income through investing in stocks 
that pay consistent dividends. It is 
important to note that dividends are 
not guaranteed and must be authorized 
by the company’s board of directors.

Looking at the bigger picture, asset 
allocation zooms out beyond stocks 
and invites investors to diversify across 
different asset classes (think stocks, 
bonds, etc.). This approach helps miti-
gate risk and balances volatility while 
on the road to long-term growth.

Embracing tried-and-true lessons
Investing for beginners can feel 

daunting, but helping to understand 
key concepts like risk and return, 
diversifi cation and the power of time 
can set investors on the right path.

You’ve heard these sayings and now 
it’s time to pass them on. Stress the 
importance of not putting all their eggs 

in one basket — it helps to spread 
investments across different assets and 
sectors to manage risk. The earlier 
aspiring investors start and the longer 
they invest, the more their money 
grows thanks to compound interest. 
It’s also prudent to help them become 
mindful of fees, do their research and 
seek professional guidance when 
needed.

Remind them that investing is a mar-
athon, not a sprint. Once they embark 
on their investing journey, they should 
strive to stay informed and adapt their 
approach as they work to build a secure 
fi nancial future.

Becoming a lifelong learner benefi ts 
us in many aspects of our lives and the 
financial realm is no different. The 
learning curve can feel more approach-
able when new investors have some-
one they trust to give them a head start. 
With dedication and perseverance, 
emerging investors can navigate the 
market with confi dence and strive to 
build a secure and prosperous future.

This article is educational in nature 
and every investor’s situation is unique. 
You should consider your investment 
goals, risk tolerance and time horizon 
before making any investment. Prior to 
making an investment decision, con-
sult with your fi nancial advisor about 
your individual situation.

Noah Hauswirth, AAMS, is an invest-
ment advisor at Raymond James & 
Associates in Grosse Pointe Farms. 
Raymond James and its advisors do 
not offer tax or legal advice. Discuss 
any tax or legal matters with the appro-
priate professional.

GUEST:
Continued from page 6A

I  S AY  By Jody McVeigh

Love is in the air

COURTESY PHOTO

The author and her Chucks on her wedding day in 
2006.

1950
75 years ago this week

COUNTY DISCLOSES 
PLANS FOR NEW 
HEALTH SERVICE: A 
meeting was held March 
3, attended by Dr. 
Littlejohn, the County 
Health Director, several 
members of his staff and 
representatives of the 
fi ve Grosse Pointe com-
munities for a discussion 
of the public health setup 
that will be arranged to 
take over when the town-
ship discontinues cus-
tody of the Grosse Pointe 
health service on April 1. 
Much practical headway 
was made in arranging 
for the transfer from 
township to county 
supervision.

GPYC MEMBERS 
F R O L I C  A T 
M I L L I O N A I R E S ’ 
PARTY: Grosse Pointe 
Yacht Club turned back 
the calendar a half cen-
tury when the St. 
Patrick’s Gay Nineties 
Millionaires party took 
over. Authentic detailing 
visually recreated the 
lavish era — there were 

gaslight chandeliers, 
plush carpets and heavy 
red velvet draperies at 
the long windows of the 
main lounge. Strolling 
musicians entertained 
during the dinner hour 
and the stage behind the 
old-fashioned bar fea-
tured continuous enter-
tainment.

POINTE STUDYING 
ROYAL OAK PLAN TO 
ELIMINATE PARKING 
PROBLEM: The city of 
Royal Oak is starting a 
parking project which 
may have a direct bear-
ing on the solution of one 
of the major problems 

that Grosse Pointe, and 
the City of Grosse Pointe 
in particular, have been 
wrestling with for a long 
time.

1975
50 years ago this week

FARMS POLICEMAN 
DIES:  Farms Police 
Officer Kenneth Pine, 
30, died Monday, March 
17,  in  Saint  John 
Hospital from injuries 
suffered when a hit-
and-run driver struck 
him Sunday night, 

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES

See 1975, page 8A



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, MARCH 20, 2025

8A  |  NEWS

GET YOUR BEST
VACUUM VALUE AT 
BANK’S VACUUM
SUPERSTORES!

Better Service • Better Selection
Better Prices • Better Everything!

• All Brands! • All Budgets

10 Locations Including
GROSSE POINTE WOODS

20497 Mack Ave. between 7 & 8 Mile

313.881.0700
Buy Online! banksvac.com

Monday - Friday
10:00 - 6:00

Saturday 10:00 - 5:00

BANKS FREE & FAMOUS TUNE-UPS, REPAIRS,
AND SERVICE BENEFITS AFTER THE SALE!!

• REAL VACUUM EXPERTS  
• WE EXPLAIN EVERYTHING
• PRICE MATCH ON THE SPOT
• TRY BEFORE YOU BUY
• FREE ASSEMBLY
• FREE SMILES, MANNERS &
        COMMON COURTESY

WHY BUY AT BANKS?

032025

FAST
REPAIRS

SINCE 1956

15139 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE PARK

313-822-5800313-822-5800

106 Years

FREE Pick-up & Delivery in the Pointes
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Your Comfort Is Our GoalYour Comfort Is Our Goal
•• HeatingHeating •• CoolingCooling •• Humidifi ers Humidifi ers 

•• Air CleanersAir Cleaners •• Rheem Air ConditionersRheem Air Conditioners

586-293-6883
PriebeMechanical.comPriebeMechanical.com

Heating & CoolingHeating & Cooling

CALL TODAY 
FOR FREE

QUOTE

Offering GeneratorsOffering Generators
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March 16, while he had a 
motorist stopped on 

Mack Avenue. Officer 
Pine was offi cially pro-
nounced dead from mas-
sive head injuries at 8:10 
p.m. Police said he never 
regained consciousness 

from the time he was 
transported to the hospi-
tal about 10:20 p.m. 
Sunday. 

W O O D S  O K A Y S 
SUNNINGDALE PARK 
VACATION: In spite of a 
threat of a lawsuit by a 
resident involved, the 
Woods Council, follow-
ing a public hearing 
March 17, decided to 
vacation 50 feet of the 
easterly section of 
Sunningdale  Park , 
between Lochmoor 
B o u l e v a r d  a n d 
Sunningdale Drive, in the 
Lochmoor subdivision. 
Half of the disputed sec-
tion is paved and the 
other half is not. The 
Woods attempted at one 
time to set up a special 
assessment district to 
complete the paving of 
the street, but this was 
opposed by a majority of 
t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f 
Sunningdale Park.

SENIOR PROJECT 
PROPOSAL REJECTED 
BY SCHOOL BOARD: 

The Board of Education 
has decided to more or 
less maintain a status 
quo on the matter of fi nal 
exams for seniors. The 
recurring question was 
brought up during a reg-
ular February meeting 
when two South High 
School students asked 
the trustees to consider 
substituting fi nal projects 
for final exams, saying 
students would probably 
benefit more from the 
former.

2000
25 years ago this week

MERCHANTS SAY 
STUDENT PARKING 
S Q U E E Z I N G  O U T 
CUSTOMERS:  The 
metered spots and park-
ing lots along Fisher 
Road are usually full dur-
ing the week, but Fisher 
merchants say that it’s 
not from an overwhelm-

ing infl ux of customers. 
Jane Woodbury, owner 
of the Jane Woodbury 
Shop, said the parking 
situation fi ve of the last 
16 years she’s had her 
clothing boutique on 
Fisher Road have been 
the worst.

L I O N S  C O A C H , 
SOUTH,  STAPLES 
CELEBRATE WIN: It 
was a win-win situation 
for Detroit Lions head 
coach Bobby Ross and 
Grosse Pointe South 
High School on March 9. 
On behalf of Staples and 
CBS Sports ,  Mike 
Carron, general manager 
of Staples’ City of Grosse 
Pointe location, pre-
sented Ross with a Coach 
of the Week award, 
which he earned for his 
team’s 33-17 win against 
the Washington Redskins 
on Dec. 5. Ross in turn 
presented a $5,000 gift 
certificate to interim 
principal Ben Walker as 
South was selected at 
random as a school in the 

Lions’ hometown to 
share in the promotional 
award.

2015
10 years ago this week

STATE CHAMPS: 
Grosse Pointe South’s 
girls hockey team won 
the Michigan Metro Girls 
High School Hockey 
League Division 1 state 
championship after play-
ing a heart-pumping, 
nail-biting, one-goal 
game against city rival 
and defending champion 
University Liggett School.

HARWOOD ACCEPTS 
JOB IN KALAMAZOO: 
Monday night’s Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
Sys tem Board  o f 
Education meeting was 
Tom Harwood’s last as 
superintendent.  He 
announced he would be 
leaving within the next 
two weeks to become 
deputy superintendent of 
the Kalamazoo Regional 
Educational Services 
Agency.

FINCHAM PLANS TO 
RETIRE: After more than 
four decades of service to 
the Grosse Pointe com-
munity, Woods City 
Administrator Skip 
Fincham is retiring. 
Fincham notifi ed Mayor 
Robert Novitke and the 
rest of the city council in 
late February, but didn’t 
make it public until 
recently.

1975:
Continued from page 7A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Somewhere there’s a 
fable about what is proba-
bly a furry rodent forsak-
ing summertime fun to 
grow crops for suste-
nance while other forest 
dwellers lark about and 
starve during the bleak 
and barren winter.

That industrious little 
animal has kindred spir-

its on the board of the 
Tax Increment Finance 
Authority.

Members squirreled 
away more funds than 
needed to pay TIFA’s 
share of the Charlevoix 
streetscape renovation 
scheduled to start in 
spring 2026.

Cost projections put 
the project at $3.8 mil-
lion, much of which the 
TIFA is self-funding by 
capturing a portion of 

property taxes generated 
in its boundaries encom-
passing the most north-
west section of the 
Cabbage Patch.

Of that total, the author-
ity submitted such a con-
vincing application for a 
federal Transportation 
Alternatives Program 
(TAP) grant that the 
$1,811,344 awarded was 
$400,000 more than 
expected.

Another $1 million of 

construction is expected 
to come from the city’s 
annual budget for road 
and infrastructure work 
associated with the new 
streetscape.

Some $300,000 worth 
of design and engineer-
ing fees already have 
been approved. A small 
part already is allocated.

The remaining balance 
of $688,656 comes from 
TIFA tax collections. Yet 
$716,428 set aside for the 

project in the authority’s 
next fi scal year’s budget 
is $688,656, or $70,019 
more than needed.

“That doesn’t reflect 
existing cash reserves we 
have for the future or 
TAP grant funds,” said 
TIFA Director Warren 
Rothe during the board’s 
meeting March 6. “In 
addition to that, I’m esti-
mating we’re going to 
close out (the current fi s-
cal year June 30) with 

$978,640 available to put 
toward any project. So, 
not only should next 
year’s allocation (for 
Charlevoix) take us all 
the way, we still have that 
$978,640 to deploy how-
ever we need.”

He’s also seeking 
another grant.

“MEDC (Michigan 
Economic Development 
Corp.) has a revitalization 
and placemaking pro-
gram,” Rothe said. “I’ve 
asked for another $1 mil-
lion. The minimum was 
$500,000, the maximum 
$1 million.”

“The revitalization and 
placemaking program 
provides access to gap 
fi nancing for place-based 
infrastructure develop-
ment, real estate rehabil-
itation and development 
and  publ ic  space 
improvements,” accord-
ing to the MEDC web-
site, michiganbusiness.
org. “Eligible applicants 
are … working to reha-
bilitate (and develop) 
infrastructure associated 
with traditional down-
towns, social-zones and 
place-based publ ic 
spaces.”

Rothe anticipates get-
ting an answer in June.

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Charlevoix streetscape well-funded

Streetscape pub crawl next week
GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— A hip kind of communi-
ty engagement strategy 
kicks off Tuesday eve-
ning, March 25, when res-
idents sip the lights fan-
tastic on the Charlevoix 
business strip.

“Sip, Stroll & Shape 
Charlevoix,” 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m., is the theme of the 
new-era get-together 
intended to increase the 
effectiveness of public 

brainstorming sessions in 
the sober environment of 
city hall.

Organizers forecast 
that fashioning Sip as a 
soiree at a pair of water-
ing holes will attract a 
greater quantity and vari-
ety of participants than 
otherwise to suggest 
infrastructure improve-
ments to the three-block 
Charlevoix streetscape.

Renovations are to 
begin next year on por-
tions of the road within 
the Tax Increment 

Finance Authority.
“We’re going to do a 

pub crawl-style event,” 
said Warren Rothe, TIFA 
director and assistant city 
manager.

Two businesses are 
hosting, The Charlevoix 
and O’Flaherty’s Irish 
Bar.

“They’re going to have 
stations and activities at 
both locations and 
encourage people to walk 
the street thinking about 
things as they go from 
one location to the other,” 

Rothe said. “There will be 
refreshments provided.”

“I salute our Tax 
Increment  Finance 
Author i ty , ”  Mayor 
Michele Hodges said. 
“It’s wonderful that we’re 
doing a Sip, Stroll and 
Shape with participation 
b y  o u r  b e l o v e d 
O’Flaherty’s and The 
Charlevoix where we can 
come together as a com-
munity and talk about the 
future of Charlevoix.”

A city leafl et promoting 
the crawl states, “This is 

your chance to help 
shape the future of the 
Charlevoix business dis-
trict — we want to hear 
your ideas and work 
together to bring this 
vision to life.”

“We’d like to get the 
community out for some-
thing different and excit-
ing, to be able to look at 
aspects of the streetscape 
project — what they like, 
where there are sugges-
tions,” City Manager 

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

See PUB, page 11A
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Flo Abke, GRIFlo Abke, GRI
Office: Office: ((586586))774-2300    Cell: 774-2300    Cell: ((313313))378-3376378-3376

www.floabke.comwww.floabke.com

List Price
$244,900

Stunning 3-bedroom Cape Cod in Lakeview 
School District, near Jefferson, SCS library & 
pool! Remodeled with fresh paint, newer kitchen 
featuring quartz countertops, glass backsplash & 
stainless appliances. Updates include new vinyl 
windows, custom lighting, recessed lighting, 
refinished hardwood floors, and newer blinds. 
Spacious living room with fireplace, large dining 
area with sliding door to deck & patio. Deep 
attached garage, new cement driveway, large 
shed, gazebo, and attractive yard. New furnace 
(2021), central air, and ample storage. Upstairs 
bedroom currently used as a walk-in closet/
dressing room. Move-in ready!

22000 CEDAR STREET, ST. CLAIR SHORES
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SUN., TUE., WED., & THURS. 
11 AM - SEATING UP TO 9 PM

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
11 AM - SEATING UP TO 10 PM100 ST CLAIR ST. • DETROIT

 313.822.7817

With the Purchase
of Two Entrees

May not be combined with other offers.
Limit one coupon per table. Expires 3/31/2025

Restaurant & Marina
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near the entrance to the 
golf course. The gravity 
sewer then will run from 
CCD property briefly 
south along Kercheval 
a n d  e a s t  d o w n 
Tonnancour Place to dis-
charge into the lake. 

Experiencing the great-
est disruptive impact dur-
ing this first phase of 
construction will be resi-
dents of Tonnancour 
Place.

“It’s important for folks 
to know there are plans 
for a new water main 
down Tonnancour simply 
because that road’s going 
to be all beat up,” 
Councilman Lev Wood 
noted. “We’re going to 
give a benefi t to the peo-
ple on Tonnancour. 
They’re going to get bet-
ter water pressure. 
They’re going to get reli-
able water.”

A projected timeline is 
as follows:

◆ Beginning in May, 
construction of the new 
outfall, as well as con-
struction at the Lakeshore 
and Tonnancour inter-
section.

◆ June through August, 
construction of the grav-
ity storm sewer along 
Tonnancour Place.

◆ September and 
October, gravity sewer 
placed along Kercheval.

◆ Late fall through the 
winter and into early 
spring 2026, construction 
of force main and gravity 
sewer on CCD property. 

◆ April 2026, comple-
tion of phase one. 

“A good way to think 
about it is from now until 
early fall, construction 
will be in the city’s right-
of-way and after that 
until the end of March 

2026, all construction will 
be at the Country Club of 
Detroit,” said Nathaniel 
Coffi n, the project’s con-
struction engineer with 
Hubbell, Roth & Clark. 
“I’d like to note as well 
that the Country Club of 
Detroit, they will obvi-
ously be impacted by this 
construction, but they 
will remain open, busi-
ness as normal in these 
winter months. The dead-
lines that we’ve chosen 
for work on the golf 

course is to minimize dis-
ruption to the course.”

Farms city council 
Monday, March 10, 
awarded the construc-
tion contract to the low-
est bidder, DiPonio 
Contracting, LLC, which 
came in approximately 
$1.5 million less than the 
engineer’s estimate.  

To pay for the work, 
council also voted 6-0, 
with Mayor Pro Tem 
Beth Konrad Wilberding 
absent, to authorize the 

issuance of the sale of 
$11,980,000 in general 
obligation bonds.

The amount includes 
DiPonio’s $9,390,381.73 
bid, a 10 percent con-
struction contingency 
and $700,000 the city 
will pay to CCD as part 
of a series of legal agree-
ments to run water 
mains beneath its prop-
erty (see story, above). 

Residents can expect 
to see the impact on 
their tax bills next fi scal 

year with a roughly 0.5-
mill increase, when the 
city’s first payment of 
approximately $500,000 
is due.  

Once all three phases 
of the project are bonded 
out, residents can antici-
pate taxes rising by what 
city offi cials hope will be 
a maximum total of 2 
mills.

“Which, incidentally, is 
what the impact was 
with the improvements 
on the lakeside district in 
2000,” City Manager 
Shane Reeside said, add-
ing the city paid off the 
lakeside district sewer 
separation bond in 2022. 

Previously projected to 
be a total cost of approx-
imately $40 million, the 
stormwater separation 
project also will include 
future phases featuring 

the construction of the 
stormwater pump station 
at Chalfonte and Moross 
and actual sewer separa-
tion in the northwest 
quadrant of the inland 
district. The city intends 
to bid out phases two and 
three near the new year 
and begin construction 
in 2026.

“I have lived in the so-
called inland district for 
my entire time in the 
Farms and this is just our 
first step in hopefully 
making it better for 
everybody in the Farms,” 
Theros said. “When we 
do these projects, we 
have to think about these 
30-, 40-, 50-year hori-
zons, because what we 
do today will impact peo-
ple who live in the homes 
that we own right now 
long after we’re gone.”

SEWER:
Continued from page 1A

COURTESY IMAGE

The fi rst phase of the stormwater separation project will see a force main con-
structed along the edge of the County Club of Detroit’s property, transitioning 
into a gravity sewer that will run briefl y south along Kercheval and east down 
Tonnancour Place to the lake. 

GROSSE POINTE FARMS —
Though initial inland district 
stormwater separation plans 
posed a problematic design, 
calling for a 48-inch-plus water 
main down the length of 
Moross from a new pump sta-
tion on Chalfonte to an outlet in-
to Lake St. Clair, Farms offi cials 
last week secured a series of 
agreements with the Country 
Club of Detroit to place the 
main along the length of its 
property parallel to Moross in-
stead. 

In what City Manager Shane 
Reeside called a win-win situa-
tion, both the city and CCD will 
reap benefi ts. 

Not only will the preferred 
alternative save the Farms an 
estimated $2.9 million via not 

having to dig up the roadway, 
driveway approaches, utilities 
and trees along Moross, con-
struction also will take a frac-
tion of the time because of the 
signifi cantly reduced amount 
of disruption. 

“I’d rather dig up dirt than 
break up concrete,” Mayor 
Louis Theros noted.

In return, CCD will receive 
stability and a 25 percent dis-
count in water rates tied to the 
wholesale rates charged to the 
City of Grosse Pointe — for irri-
gation purposes only — a one-
time easement payment from 
the city of $700,000 and an 
upgrade to the water main sup-
plying the club’s pump station 
to increase water volume for 
course irrigation.

Though initial talks with 
CCD in 2022, had the city con-
sidering constructing a new 

raw water pump station at its 
water treatment plant and a 
pipeline to deliver raw water to 
CCD in exchange for use of the 
club’s easement, such stipula-
tions did not make it into the 
fi nal agreement.  

“It was more cost-prohibitive 
and there were other issues 
associated with that,” Reeside 
said, “so we’re just upgrading 
existing mains on Moross.” 

CCD also is charged an 
impact irrigation fee because of 
runoff from its irrigation sys-
tem that makes its way to the 
Kerby Road Pump Station and 
ultimately to the Great Lakes 
Water Authority for treatment, 
which costs the city. The fee 
currently is between $120,000 
and $140,000 a year, but will be 
reduced to $100,000 with the 
first year of the new agree-
ments and increase on an 

annual basis with an infl ation-
ary tax. 

“Obviously with the separa-
tion, the amount of impact 
would have to be signifi cantly 
lower, because that water, 
instead of going to the Great 
Lakes Water Authority for 
treatment, will be going 
through the pump station and 
then out to the lake,” Reeside 
explained. “But there’s still 
costs to operate that pump sta-
tion and so we felt it was impor-
tant that there was still an 
impact fee charged to the club. 
And so, under the agreement 
they’re going to continue to pay 
impact fees (but) it’s lower.”

CCD also has agreed to a sec-
ond easement on the northern 
edge of the course to run a 
sewer line parallel to Provencal 
as part of a future phase of the 
sewer separation project, 

which will save the city an esti-
mated $500,000 as opposed to 
placing the line under 
Provencal. 

“When we did our sewer sep-
aration of the lakeside district, 
it can only go so far up 
Provencal, because gravity 
would only take the water out 
to the lake so far up Provencal,” 
Reeside said. “Under this plan, 
we’ll be capturing what runoff 
water from the golf course and 
on the southwest corner of the 
club. That will benefit those 
homes on Provencal as well.” 

City council voted 6-0, with 
Mayor Pro Tem Beth Konrad 
Wilberding absent, to approve 
a stormwater sewer easement 
agreement; utility easement 
and stormwater impact fee 
agreement; and an irrigation 
water supply agreement with 
CCD Monday, March 10.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Farms partners with CCD for upcoming stormwater separation
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forest.
He said the hardest 

part of the job had noth-
ing to do with forestry. 
The struggle was calm-
ing people’s emotional 
attachment to trees that 
had to be cut down.

Colter’s empathy sel-
dom waned, but his 
strength and stamina 
wore out. He died in his 
sleep Saturday morning, 
March 15. He was 57 and 
one month shy of sched-
uled heart surgery.

“The city lost a for-
ester. I lost a friend,” said 
Dale Krajniak, retired 
Park city manager, now 
finance director in 
Grosse Pointe Shores.

Krajniak hired Colter 
in June 1994.

“He was the first in-
house, full-time commu-
nity forester on the east 
side,” Krajniak said. “It 
turned out to be a great 
investment for Grosse 
Pointe Park. If you want 
to know what his accom-
plishments are, just drive 
anywhere in the Park. 
You’ll see tree-lined 
streets that are the result 
of his attention.”

“I’m heartbroken,” 
Mayor Michele Hodges 
said. “I had the honor of 
spending time with him 
recently, not having any 
idea it would be my last. 
He was so full of spirit 
and joy and was ener-
gized about all we were 
accomplishing in the 
Park under his leader-
ship. A sad day for the 
Park.”

Upon Colter’s offi cial 
retirement from the Park 
a few years ago, he found 
himself busier than ever.

Park officials con-
tracted him at a reduced 
rate to continue working 
three days per week. City 

of Grosse Pointe and 
Farms counterparts 
added him to their ros-
ters one day each per 
week.

Colter lived in western 
Wayne County. Instead 
of commuting daily to the 
Pointes, he often stayed 
with his longtime part-
ner, Lisa Kyle, chair-
woman of the Grosse 
P o i n t e  P a r k 
B e a u t i f i c a t i o n 
Commission, at her 
house on Wayburn.

That’s where she found 
him in his bedroom.

“He’d said the night 
before he needed sleep 
and planned on sleeping 
until at least noon,” Kyle 
said. “He was exhausted. 
I tried to get him to go to 
the doctor, but he’s not a 
go-to-the-doctor or ER 
kind of guy.”

Forty-year Park resi-
dent Paul Van Tol 
remembered Colter help-
ing preserve a mature 
American elm in his front 
yard. The trunk had split 
and risked falling apart.

“They went high in the 

tree and put cables 
between major branches 
so the tree could not split 
any further,” Van Tol 
said. “The tree lasted 
many, many more years 
before ultimately suc-
cumbing to Dutch elm 
disease. That was my 
introduction to Brian.”

Colter and Van Tol 
teamed up again seven 
years ago when Van Tol 
proposed donating hun-
dreds of street trees to 
the city. Planting started 
last year.

“Trees are amazing,” 
Van Tol said. “They com-
municate with each 
other. I wish I could 
remember the name of 
the book (it was ‘The 
Hidden Life of Trees,’ by 
Peter Wohlleben) I read 
last year, but it said if one 
tree in a forest was under 
stress, the other trees 
react. Like that, we are 
all affected by the loss of 
what symbolically was 
the giant old oak in the 
forest, Brian Colter. This 
is a devastating loss for 
everyone.”

“I walked past his 
office today,” City 
Manager Nick Sizeland 
said Monday morning, 
March 17. “The staff was 
so sad.”

Sizeland, another 
Krajniak hire, began 
working for the city nine 
years ago.

“Brian was one of the 
legacy people here,” 
Sizeland said. “I’m trying 
to think of what we’re 
going to do for him. 
Obviously, we’re going to 
name a tree for him, but 
we’re going to do more 
than that.”

Sizeland also needs to 
find a new forester or 
alternative.

“We’re still processing 
everything,” Sizeland 
said. “Right now, any 
calls or concerns that 
come in about trees will 
be passed to Public 
Works for assistance.”

Plans for a memorial 
are just getting started.

“We’re going to work 
with the family to honor 
their wishes,” Hodges 
said. “We would try to 

align with Arbor Day and 
Earth Day, which are 
coming up. Clearly, we 
need a permanent repre-
sentation somewhere of 
all that Brian did.”

“His favorite tree was 
tri-colored beech,” Kyle 
said. “Some of the com-
missioners want to plant 
his favorite tree next to 
his mom’s memorial 
pawpaw tree along the 
boardwalk at Patterson 
Park.”

Ginkgo was another 
favorite. Colter was fasci-
nated by their history 
requiring measurement 
in paleontological terms. 
Fossil evidence shows 
the Ginkgo’s fan-shaped 
foliage has been fl ushing 
yellow to dark green 
every spring since before 
the time of dinosaurs.

Colter grew up in 
Dearborn. His parents, 
his father also now 
deceased, were English 
professors. Colter rode 
the train to and from Ann 
Arbor while earning an 
undergraduate degree at 
the  Univers i ty  o f 
Michigan. He studied on 
the master’s level at 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University.

It was providential 
that Colter received 
early word last week of 
the Park winning the 
Arbor Day Foundation’s 
designation as a Tree 
C i t y  U S A  f o r  a 
42nd straight year. He 
was prouder of being 
instrumental in qualify-
ing the city for the foun-
d a t i o n ’ s  m o r e 
prest igious Growth 
Award for the 19th con-
secutive time.

Most lives end too 
soon. Everyone leaves 
work undone.

Things for which 
Colter was shortchanged 
included protecting the 
city’s dwindling number 
of American elms. Also, 

with each planting sea-
son, he continued diver-
sifying the urban forest 
to make it less suscepti-
ble to species-specific 
diseases and pests.

It is certain he planned 
to continue slipping 
Ginkgo saplings into 
annual planting cam-
paigns. An ongoing task 
was updating the city’s 
tree inventory and com-
paring it with prior years 
to document trends. He 
also was part of a group 
trying to restore the 
sawmill on Belle Isle.

Likely due in part to 
growing up amid literary 
discussions around the 
family dinner table, 
Colter was as receptive 
to talking about ecosys-
tems, biodiversity and 
sustainability as he was 
about Shakespeare’s 
overcanopy, Blake’s 
redemptive tree of life 
and Wordsworth’s tree 
as a symbol of that 
which is gone.

W i t h  c r e d i b i l i t y 
enhanced by more than 
20 years of membership 
on the Keep Michigan 
Beautiful board of direc-
tors, Colter occasionally 
wrote articles for indus-
try publications. His 
clear style welcomed 
easy reading.

“It is not often that 
someone comes along 
who is a true friend and 
a good writer.”

Colter would have 
known the reference.

“I heard an interesting 
metaphor  recent ly 
regarding petr i f ied 
trees,” Hodges said. “A 
petrified tree is much 
like a person we loved so 
much. It died, by defi ni-
tion, but is still with us 
stronger and more beau-
tiful than ever. I see that 
with Brian. He’s stron-
ger and more beautiful 
and will be with us for-
ever.”

SOON:
Continued from page 1A

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

Brian Colter among trees at Patterson Park.
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PHOTO BY ALEXIS DELUCA

This shot taken by Alexis DeLuca of the City of Grosse Pointe is this week’s 

Little League Photo of the Week contest winner, thanks to the moody skies and 

colorful rainbow she captured after the Tigers’ team practice for Grosse Pointe 

Little League Softball. The Tigers are in the league’s machine pitch division. 

Players pictured, from left, include Heidi DeLuca, Katerina Kotsis, June 

Temkin, Maria Tapazoglou, Sloane Gotfredson, Caroline Newbold, Blair 

Brady, Lucy Roeder and Melena Reynolds.

That’s a winner!

In baseball and soft-
ball, the shortstop posi-
t ion is  commonly 
referred to as the “cap-
tain of the infield.” 
Grosse Pointe South 
senior Avery Bellish is 
the perfect example of 
just how true that state-
ment can be. Bellish has been with 

the Blue Devils’ softball 
program all through her 
high school career. Last 
season, as a junior, she 
was named one of 
South’s captains, and 
she once again received 
the honor this spring as a 
senior. Her fi rst experi-

ence as a captain last 
year might have taken a 

little time to adjust to, 
but now Bellish has fully 
embraced her role as a 
leader on and off the 

fi eld.
“It was a big step up for me not just as a player but as a person in gen-eral,” Bellish s a i d  a b o u t becoming a captain. “I felt like I had to really up my game to prove myself as the leader I can be. I was under more pressure last  season than this year because I know 

what to do already…I 
feel more relaxed and 
comfortable in my posi-
tion as a captain this 
year.” 

Bellish has come a 
long way in her softball 
career from when she 
was in fourth grade and 
was enrolled in Little 
League Softball by her 
parents. At that point, 
she had no experience or 
familiarity with the sport 

whatsoever. Now, less 
than a decade later, 
Bellish is one of the most 
all-around skilled play-
ers on the Blue Devils 
roster and is going to 
continue playing softball 
in college. She often bats fourth 

in the heart of South’s 
lineup, where she is hit-
ting .372 with 14 RBI and 
one home run so far this 
spring. Along with play-
ing shortstop, Bellish has 
experience playing 
nearly everywhere in 
both the infi eld and out-
fi eld. However, her spot 
in the middle of the 
infi eld is where she can 
be found most often 
these days during South 
games, and is where she 
feels like she thrives the 
most.

“I kind of like the fact 
that I can play really any-
where, but my most com-
fortable position is 
defi nitely in the middle 
infield at shortstop,” 
Bellish said. “That’s kind 

of where I belong. I used to think it was outfi eld, but then I found out I have a natural ability for playing in the infi eld, and I just feel more com-fortable and confi -dent there.”While she is pret ty  much entrenched in her role at shortstop in most games, Bellish is the kind of player who would go a n y -
where 

on the 
field if 

i t 
meant 

help-
ing her 

t e a m win. Her 
versatility is another 
thing that makes her 
such a great leader, and 
it is her attitude and 
commitment to being a 
strong teammate that 
has endeared her so 
much to her coaches 

over the years.“She’s our e m o t i o n a l leader,” South softball  head coach Bill Fleming said. “She’s always fi red up and always play-
ing 100 miles an hour. 
Sometimes, we have a 
tendency to be a little 
quiet, and she brings us 

By Mike AdzimaSports Reporter

Bellish embodies heart and soul of South softball

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 

See ATHLETE, page 2D
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Avery BellishAvery BellishSchool: Grosse Pointe South Sport: Softball
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South’s Avery Bellish shinesat shortstop.

COURTESY
PHOTO

GP rowers finish 1st to lead women’s crewSeveral rowers from 
the Grosse Pointes, rep-
resenting Detroit Boat 
Club Crew, made the trip 
down I-75 last weekend 
from the Mitten to the 
Volunteer State to race 
in the Dogwood Sprints 
Regatta hosted in Oak 
Ridge, Tenn. With sev-
eral races throughout the 
weekend of Saturday, 
April 27, and Sunday, 
April 28, the rowers rep-

resented the Pointes well 
with some strong perfor-
mances including one 
fi rst-place fi nish. That first-place finish 

came in the Women’s 
Youth 2 Grand Final race 
on Sunday when Grosse 
Pointe South’s Carly 
Brown and Elizabeth 
Peberdy crossed the fi n-
ish line a full 12 seconds 
ahead of second place. 
The dominant win came 
after Brown, who will 
row at Stanford next fall, 

and Peberdy, who will 
row next season at 
University of Tennessee, 
posted the fastest times in 
the time trials and semifi -
nals as well, capping off a 
commanding weekend 
for the pair. The next best fi nish for 

any Pointes rowers was a 
third-place fi nish for the 
women’s Youth 4+ boat. 
Brown and Peberdy were 
also a part of that boat, 
along with Caroline Ward 
and Cassie Summerfi eld 

from South and Lilly 
Kline from Grosse Pointe 
North. 

S o u t h ’ s  S i g r i d 
Schwartz and Liggett’s 
Trelise Smith took sev-
enth place in the wom-
en’s U17 2 category, 
finishing first in the 
petite fi nal, or consola-
tion, race. Schwartz and 
Smith were also part of 
the women’s U17 8+ 

boat that earned ninth 
place. That team also 
included Chloe Spain, 
Addie Hall, Maddie 
Thole, Zaira Gentile, 
Elliott Weiss, Kalie Page 
and Willow Roncone. For the boys, some 

Pointes rowers were part 
of the men’s U17 8+ 
boat that took ninth 
overall to finish the 
weekend. Those rowers 

included Frank Hecker, 
Grady Deenik, Oliver 
Ellifson, Ethan Hudley 
and Sawyer Supino. The rowers will be 

back in action Saturday, 
May 4, this time a bit 
closer to home as they 
race in the Laddie Cup 
hosted by St. Mary’s 
Prep in Orchard Lake. 

By Mike AdzimaSports Reporter

PHOTO BY BARB PEBERDY 

Elizabeth Peberdy, left, and teammate Carly Brown sport their fi rst-place med-

als after winning the Women’s Youth 2 Grand Final at the Dogwood Sprints 

Regatta in Oak Ridge, Tenn., last weekend.

Bellish at the Bat
•  Batting .372 with 14 RBI, 3 doubles and 1 HR 

this season •  Co-captain of South varsity softball in 2023 

and 2024 
•  Signed to play Division II softball at 
Pennsylvania Western University Clarion

We asked Grosse 
Pointe News readers to 
submit photos of their 
favorite Little League 
softball and baseball 
player(s) for our Little 
League Photo of the 
Week contest and our 
readers delivered! 

Grosse Pointe Little 
League Softball parent 
Alexis DeLuca is this 
week’s winner. She will 
receive a $25 gift card to 
Chocolate Bar Cafe. This week we are 

including all of your sub-
missions to serve as 

inspiration — it could be 
your Little Leaguer who 
wins next! Head to page 8D to see 

this week’s entries. Send 
entries for next week’s 
i s sue  to  med ia@grossepointenews.com. — Meg Leonard
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The quilters of Cr8tive Circles will be available in person 6 to 8 p.m. Thursday, April 25, to talk about their work in the exhibition displayed in the Patriot Gallery, on the terrace level of the Fred M. Alger Center on The War Memorial campus, 32 Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe Farms. The show is titled “Soulful Stitches: 21 quilts/21stories.” Stories range 

from family narratives to chronicles about the African American experi-ence in America. 
The Grosse Pointe Art ists Association collaborated with the Cr8tive Circles members to produce the show. 

More details are available on the association’s website, grossepointeartcenter.org.

‘Soulful Stitches: 
21 quilts/21 stories’ 
in-person talk April 25

From left, “Mother and Child” by Sherallyn Buyck, “Choose Freedom” by 
Shirley Phillip Horne and “Music Man” by Sharon Ray.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF KAREN POPE
From left, “Odetta Holmes” by April Shipp, “Meditation” by Linda Ali and “AI 
created image” by Mary Hill.

Ford House wins 
2024 Pure Award for sustainability efforts
Ford House, the his-tor ic  res idence  of Eleanor and Edsel Ford, recently announced it received the 2024 Pure Award, recognizing its exceptional commit-ment to sustainability initiatives. Bestowed by Michigan Cares for Tourism,  the Pure Award celebrates orga-n i z a t i o n s  w i t h i n Michigan that exhibit exemplary natural, cul-tural and heritage

stewardship practices as part of their daily operations.
T h e  r e c o g n i t i o n u n d e r s c o r e s  F o r d House’s unwavering dedication to environ-mental stewardship and significant contribu-tions to creating a more sustainable future. This accolade follows Ford House’s receipt of a T r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l Habitat Restoration and Coas ta l  Res i l i ence Grant in 2023, from the National Oceanic and A t m o s p h e r i c Administration, under t h e  B i p a r t i s a n Infrastructure Law and Inflation Reduction Act.The $7 million federal grant supports the res-toration of natural habi-tats surrounding Ford Cove and along nearly one mile of Lake St. Clair shoreline. This initiative aims to bene-fit native Great Lakes fish and other aquatic species by mitigating the impact of waves and flooding, reducing pol-luted runoff and nutri-e n t  l o a d s ,  a n d enhancing recreational fishing opportunities. Furthermore, it seeks to increase public access to previously inaccessi-ble shorelines for edu-c a t i o n a l  a n d recreational activities. NOAA has identified this project as one of Michigan’s top priority coasta l  res torat ion 

endeavors.
To further strengthen its commitment to sus-tainability and ensure positive action, Ford H o u s e  r e c e n t l y announced the appoint-ment of its first sustain-abil i ty coordinator. Alexis Armstrong, a M i c h i g a n  S t a t e University graduate with a Bachelor of Science degree in envi-ronmental science and m a n a g e m e n t  a n d minors in environmen-tal economics and sus-tainable studies, will begin in this newly established role this month and will be piv-otal in ensuring that all sustainability efforts at Ford House adhere to the highest standards, solidifying its position as a leader in environ-

mental responsibility within the community.Continuing its dedica-tion to sustainability, F o r d  H o u s e  a l s o announces the appoint-ment of Cody Norman as Ford House’s first artist-in-residence for the 2024 Detroit Month of Design. Norman, a distinguished artist, designer and educator based in Chicago, spe-cializes in the innova-tive use of materials, particularly transform-ing used plastic into intricate works of art. His work, inspired by his experiences at Ford House, will be show-cased during the Detroit Month of Design in September.
“Ford House is hon-ored for this recogni-tion and it truly is a testament to our ongo-ing dedication to envi-ronmental stewardship and our commitment to making a  pos i t ive impact on the world around us,” said Mark J. Heppner, president and CEO of Ford House, of the 2024 Pure Award.“We are excited to continue our sustain-ability journey by hiring our first-ever sustain-ability coordinator and collaborating with Cody Norman, whose artistic vision will inspire and educate visitors during the Detroit Month of Design,” he added.

Ford House remains committed to advancing sustainability initiatives and looks forward to leading by example to foster a more environ-mental ly  conscious future.

For more information about Ford House and its sustainability efforts, v is i t  fordhouse.org/sustainability.

PHOTO COURTESY OF FORD HOUSEFrom left, Paul Stansbie, associate dean of the College of Education and Community Innovation at Grand Valley State University and Michigan Cares for Tourism representative; Britta Riashi, Ford House’s friendship and development specialist; and Mary Ann Bauman, Ford House’s public events and engagement manager.

PHOTO COURTESY OF CODY NORMANCody Norman
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A newly renovated his-

toric home awaits visitors 

to the 25th and final 

Designers’ Show House, 

hosted by the Junior 

League of Detroit. 
A team of 19 designers 

has been hard at work the 

past several months put-

ting their personal 

touches on various rooms 

and spaces throughout 

the house located at 315 

Lakeland in the City of 

Grosse Pointe. The 

8,500-square-foot Tudor 

was  des igned  by 

renowned architect 

George D. Mason and 

built in 1929, for Dr. J. 

Milton Robb. Its historic 

features were among the 

reasons it was selected.

“We started over a year 

ago, looking at properties 

in Indian Village and on 

Boston Boulevard,” said 

Ann Baxter, who is co-

chairing the event with 

Julia Keim. “We were 

looking at houses of sig-

nifi cance, to go out with 

one of the most beautiful 

properties and events we 

could.”
A fi ckle housing market 

limited their search; the 

committee likes to feature 

homes “without a home-

owner,” that are on the 

market.
“Through luck and con-

nections, we found a fam-

ily who was actually 

willing to move out,” 

Baxter added. “It’s 

tougher — this is some-

body’s home and it’s not 

for sale — but they’re get-

ting every single thing 

papered and painted and 

updated. That makes it 

easy to justify moving out 

for that five-month 

period.”
Though it’s not the big-

gest Show House, it defi -

nitely has history and 

charm. The co-chairs 

noted its “fascinating 

rooms” and “unique 

architecture.” Most 

importantly, they deter-

mined the public would 

pay to see it fully redeco-

rated.
“We were lucky, too, 

with easy parking,” 

Baxter said. “There’s 

parking across the street 

at Neff Park. The City has 

been great to work with.”

With the house secured, 

the next task was inviting 

designers — some Show 

House veterans, others 

newbies who came highly 

recommended.
“The designers came, 

walked through the 

empty rooms and decided 

which room they would 

like to decorate,” Keim 

said, noting each designer 

submitted their top three 

choices. “Among them 

this year are more design-

ers who are designing the 

rooms for themselves. We 

told them to do what 

they’ve always wanted to 

do in their own space. 

That’s one thing that 

makes this house unique 

to several of our last 

houses. It’s unique on a 

design level.”
The designers submit-

ted mood boards, dia-

grams and other details to 

explain their visions for 

the rooms. Once assign-

ments were made, the 

work began.
“When the designers 

are chosen, they’re mostly 

blind chosen based on 

what their proposal was 

and how well they could 

interpret the design,” 

Baxter said. “We’ve got 

old designer friends, new 

designers who haven’t 

done a show house 

before, young designers. 

The enthusiasm from 

young designers is mar-

velous. They walk in the 

door grinning.”
Now, the newly rede-

signed house — and 

newly landscaped yards 

— are ready for the pub-

lic. According to the co-

chairs, these pros did not 

disappoint. 
“There are two or three 

rooms I could just move 

into,” Keim said. “… It’s 

very different on the 

inside than how it looks 

on the outside. What you 

think you’re going to see 

when you walk in is 

totally different, but fun.”

Typical of a Designers’ 

Show House, rooms not 

only showcase eye-catch-

ing designs, but also 

prompt visitors with fresh 

ideas to bring home.
“There are some 

unusual ways to use some 

things,” Baxter said, 

explaining a banquette 

and chairs in the living 

room could easily serve 

as a place to eat dinner. 

“Closets (were turned) 

into bars and library 

shelves. There are two 

rooms with wine coolers.”

In a time where HGTV 

boasts episode after epi-

sode of home-improve-

ment shows, one may 

wonder if a Designers’ 

Show House is effective.

“It goes back to the 

designers, having their 

own creativity,” Keim 

said. “There’s no open 

concept here, no shiplap, 

no tile except for the 

kitchen. You see things 

here you don’t see on 

social media.”
Added Baxter, “And 

you see them respecting 

the age of the house. 

When you see it in per-

son, you think, ‘I can do 

that in my house.’
“You can’t get this 

experience watching 

HGTV,” she added. “You 

have to see it in person.”

Baxter and Keim are no 

strangers to Designers’ 

Show Houses. The pair 

have chaired nearly every 

committee or house more 

than 20 times. They even 

paired up to chair a house 

on the same street in 

1996. But times are not 

quite what they once 

were.
“Getting houses is not 

as easy as it used to be,” 

Baxter said. “You’re on 

this every single day. It’s 

a lot of work. There are 

housing market changes. 

We’ve been doing this 

since 1976 — that’s 50 

years of Show Houses. 

We felt it was a good time 

to explore different 

means of fundraising 

going forward.”
JLD President Mary 

Hol lens  conf i rmed 

despite its popularity, this 

will be the JLD’s final 

Show House.
“We have so many 

m e m b e r s  w o r k i n g 

throughout the day,” she 

said. “A lot of women 

didn’t have the time to 

dedicate to the Show 

House. It’s a year of plan-

ning and another six to 

eight months for execu-

tion. Everything is done 

by volunteers. We have 

great participation over 

the weekends, but 

through the week we 

weren’t having the level 

of involvement needed.

“Show House is a great 

event, but Show House is 

not Junior League,” she 

stressed. “We do feel the 

league has additional 

opportunities for fund-

raisers that are effective 

with our neighborhoods 

and communities.”
New events to raise 

funds and support the 

community are being 

reviewed, though no deci-

sions have been made. 

Hollens said ideally they’ll 

host a major event, a large 

secondary event and an 

additional third event.

“Someth ing  tha t 

wouldn’t take as long as 

Show House, but it will be 

complicated,” she said. “It 

will generate quite a bit of 

revenue, but it will be a 

buildable event — some-

thing we can grow, some-

thing people will look 

forward to. And we’ll 

have other events 

throughout the year that 

our members can sup-

port, events I think our 

members will enjoy rep-

resenting the league and 

raising funds.”
“All the money we 

make goes to the city of 

Detroit,” Baxter noted. 

“We partner with commu-

nity groups in the city. 

This is a means to support 

the good works Junior 

League does all over the 

city.”
Since 1976, Designers’ 

Show Houses have netted 

nearly $5 million and 

funded a variety of proj-

ects, from forming the 

Belle Isle Sensory Trail in 

1980, to creating the 

Pediatric Mobile Team 

with Children’s Hospital 

of Michigan in the mid-

’90s, to establishing pro-

grams that promote 

healthy eating for low-

income families and serv-

ing the  homeless 

population.
“Every couple of years 

we review the needs in 

the city and figure out 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Junior League hosts fi nal Designers’ Show House May 4-19

A selection of 
2024 Show 
House rooms, 
from left, the 
Tuscan lounge 
and bath, de-
signed by 
Tiffany Cobb of 
Tiffany Rene 
Interior Design; 
the primary 
bedroom, de-
signed by 
Wanda Brown 
of Wanda 
Brown Interior 
Designs; and 
the retreat, de-
signed by 
Alexandra 
Decker of A. 
Decker Design.

PHOTOS BY 

RENEE LANDUYT

The conservatory, designed by Claudette Wellens of LaShee Floral & Events.
See HOUSE, page 7B
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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
$$1,9951,995 Down$$1,9951,995

**

per month,
24 months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

$$219 219 **
2024 Envista2024 Envista

PreferredPreferred

$$219 219 **

041824

*24month lease.10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.

See Salesperson for details. Expires 4/30/24.

Purchase a 2024 for

$23,049 Stock #B542902

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com

$129*

per mo. 24 Months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

041824

*Pricing is priced on 24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus

tax, title, plate. See Salesperson for details. Expires 4/30/24.

$1,995*

Down Purchase a 2024 for

$24,909 Stock #542015

2024 Chevy Equinox LT
2024 Chevy Equinox LT
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GROSSE POINTE 

WOODS — A large paint-

ing by renowned artist 

Titus Kaphar installed 

earlier this month in the 

lobby of Grosse Pointe 

North High School has 

led to controversy, partic-

ularly among black stu-

dents and parents.

The artwork, which 

stands 6 feet, 8 inches tall 

by 6 feet wide, depicts a 

black woman standing in 

a bedroom holding a 

baby under each arm. 

The babies, however, 

have been removed from 

the canvas, leaving only 

their outline.

The painting is from 

the personal collection of 

Sean and Nancy Cotton 

and for two years was on 

display at the Detroit 

Institute of Arts until 

June 2023.

Sean Cotton is presi-

dent of the Grosse Pointe 

Public School System 

Board of Education and 

owner of the Grosse 

Pointe News.

“I’m waiting to hear 

Painting at North 

met with complaints
By Ted O’Neil

Staff Writer

COURTESY PHOTO

This painting from Titus Kaphar’s “From a Tropical Space” collection has 

drawn critcism from students and parents at Grosse Pointe North High School.

GROSSE POINTE PARK 

— It’s mid-morning 

Friday, April 12, and 

Grosse  Po in te ’ s 

Congressman Shri 

Thanedar is answering 

the telephone in his 

Washington, D.C., offi ce 

on Independence Avenue 

across from the Capitol 

Building.
Ring, ring.

“Hello?”
“You’re answering 

your own phone?”

“We just did some vot-

ing,” Thanedar said. 

“And I’m going to go 

back and vote some 

more. I don’t miss votes 

because when issues are 

of importance to my con-

stituents, I don’t want to 

be missing in action.”

Thanedar is at the cen-

ter of obtaining federal 

funds for fl ood protection 

in the Park.

He announced earlier 

in the week approval of a 

$1,666,279 federal grant 

to assist construction of 

the city’s extreme emer-

gency relief valve. The 

$2.8 million valve, 

installed recently at 

Patterson Park,  is 

designed to divert excess 

storm water to Lake St. 

Clair rather than backing 

through the sewer sys-

tem into thousands of 

basements, as happened 

during heavy rains in 

summer 2021.

EERV grant 

bigger than 

expected
By Brad Lindberg

Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE PARK 

— First-timers have pref-

erence in the next round 

of residential façade im-

provement grants.

Prior grant recipients 

will be subordinated to 

those applying for the 

fi rst time and funded for 

eligible projects if grant 

funding is available, 

according to new rules 

proposed to start the next 

fi scal year.
The latest version of 

the program, offered 

t h r o u g h  t h e  T a x 

Increment  Finance 

Authority for property 

owners and renters 

within the TIFA district, 

offers 25 dollar-for-dollar 

matching grants up to 

$4,000 each.

The 50-50 match is uni-

form regardless if the 

applicant is a home-

steader, renter or land-

lord.
“It’s the same match 

for all parties,” said 

Warren Rothe, TIFA 

director and assistant 

city manager. “Everybody 

is eligible. Last year, I 

think we only had two 

landlords apply. The rest 

were owner-occupied, so 

it very much remains a 

program that is heavily 

TIFA 
has 
$100k 
for fi x-it 
grants
By Brad Lindberg

Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES 

— As the Grosse Pointe 

Public School System 

readies its comprehen-

sive community outreach 

survey, a much smaller 

survey is planned for a 

specifi c subset of the dis-

trict.
Parents of fourth grade 

students at Monteith 

Elementary School will 

be getting the survey as 

the district’s administra-

tion continues examining 

its transfer policy. 

GPPSS currently does 

not allow students in kin-

dergarten through eighth 

grade to change schools. 

High school students are 

allowed to transfer under 

limited circumstances.

“We don’t have enough 

data to make a decision, 

so this is one way to start 

c o l l e c t i n g  s o m e , ” 

Superintendent Andrea 

Monteith 
mini 
survey
By Ted O’Neil

Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE 

— It’d be diffi cult to fi nd a 

page within the City public 

safety department’s annual 

report of crime statistics and 

accomplishments that doesn’t 

contain a mention of Offi cer 

Austin Giarmo, who as a re-

sult, has been named the City 

of Grosse Pointe 2023 offi cer 

of the year. 

“I’m very honored and 

proud, especially because 

there’s so many deserving 

officers that work in our 

department,” Giarmo said. 

“It’s a great accomplishment, 

but it really is an entire 

department award, because I 

couldn’t do anything without 

the guys I work with.”

In his three years with the 

department, Giarmo has 

By Laurel Kraus

Staff Writer

Giarmo is 2023 

City officer of the year

PHOTO BY LAUREL KRAUS

City of Grosse Pointe Public Safety 

Director John Alcorn, left, presents Offi cer 

Austin Giarmo with his many awards for 

2023, during Monday night’s council meet-

ing.

See GRANT, page 2A

See TIFA, page 3A

See SURVEY, page 10A

See PAINTING, page 9A

See OFFICER, page 8A

Retired Grosse Pointe history 

teacher
Pointer of
INTEREST

See story, page 4A

James CooperpJames Cooper
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COSMEDICDERM
DR. SHAUNA DIGGS

Dr. Shauna Diggs and our CosmedicDerm
Team are working on an FDA study using 

radiofrequency micro-needling to treat acne
and acne scarring in ages 18-25 .

We currently use this device to treat scars and 
wrinkles with excellent results. Participants will 
receive 4 free RFMN treatments ($1200 value)

and $300 upon completion.

(313) 882-5777
hello@drshaunadiggs.com
www.drshaunadiggs.com

03
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25

Are you a college student
home for the summer

with acne and acne scars?

Please call us to join
our study!

MARK ANTHONY 
AIELLO
Attorney & Counselor
Licensed in Michigan & Arizona
Grosse Pointe Resident 

DISABILITY LAW
• Social Security Disability

• Supplemental Security Income

• Workers’ Compensation

031623

3000 TOWN CENTER • SUITE 1820
SOUTHFIELD, MI 48075 • maa@aiellolawgroup.com

(313) 964-4900
www.aiellolawgroup.comwww.aiellolawgroup.comwww.aiellolawgroup.com

Free Initial
Consultation

Personal Attention, Positive Impact.
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25

& YOUNG FIVES
KINDERGARTEN

GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC
SCHOOL SYSTEM

POINTES OF
PRIDE:
Gifted & Talented
Elementary Programs

Positive Behavior
Intervention & Support

Award Winning Performing 
Arts, Sports, & Robotics 
Programs

Free Breakfast and 
Lunch for All

Complete the Kindergarten enrollment 
process by May 1 to guarantee 
placement in your home school. 
Complete the Young Fives enrollment 
process by April 7. Lottery held April 1 .

OPEN FOR ENROLLMENT

ENROLL
ONLINE!

gpschools.org/enrollment verify@gpschools.org313.432.3083

GROSSE POINTE PUGROSSE POINTE PU

FIVES
R

UBUB

FIVES
RTEN

BLICBLIC

ENROLL
ONLINE!

OPEN FOR ENROLLMENT

Gifted & Talented
Elementary Programs

Award Winning Performing
Arts, Sports, & Robotics

g

Programs

Positive Behavior
Intervention & Support

Free Breakfast and
Lunch for All

gpschools.org/enrollment verify@gpschools.org313.432.3083
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Nick Sizeland said.
TIFA board members 

are planning streetscape 
renovations within its dis-
trict — bordered by the 
city limits to the north 
and west, the northern 
boundary of the Park 
Downtown Development 
Authority near East 
Jefferson to the south 
and, to the east, the alley 
between Beaconsfield 
and Nottingham — from 
which property tax reve-
nue is retained for 
improvements and eco-
nomic development.

Nearly $4 million worth 
of  renovations on 
Charlevoix are tentatively 
scheduled to break 
ground in spring 2026.

Similar plans are being 
made for Kercheval 
Avenue, for which the 
TIFA needs to come up 
with funding.

Almost  hal f  the 
Charlevoix budget came 
last year from a federal 
grant. TIFA offi cials want 
the city to post $1 million 
for roadwork and under-
ground infrastructure 
that would be part of the 
citywide capital improve-
ment plan regardless of 
streetscape ambitions.

More than enough 
money to fund the bal-
ance is held by the TIFA 
as savings.

A public engagement 
session about  the 
streetscape Jan. 8 at city 
hall drew about 20 attend-
ees.

Residents endorsed a 
curb less  roadway , 
increased space for side-
walk dining, trees and 
landscaping, safer cross-

walks, pockets parks, 
public art, bicycle lanes 
and street furnishings.

Wider sidewalks are 
intended to encourage 
increased pedestrian 
activity. Narrowing the 
roadway is a proven 
method of calming vehic-
ular traffi c.

Benches, shaded areas, 
environmentally friendly 
runoff-capturing bio-
swales and water fea-
t u r e s  p r o v i d e  a 
forward-thinking envi-
ronment many residents 
and business owners 
value as conducive to 
modern lifestyles and 
community standards.

At least one more 
engagement session will 
be held, probably in June, 
according to board mem-
bers.

PUB:
Continued from page 8A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
—  Counci lwoman 
Christine Gallagher was 
barking up the wrong 
tree if she thought this 
month’s retrospective on 
the municipal audit was 
intended to teach her 
anything about munici-
pal accounting.

M a y o r  M i c h e l e 
Hodges said the rebuttal 
of Gallagher’s claim the 
city had a defi cit was to 
provide clarity for resi-
dents. Gallagher is on 
her own, as when she 
accused city planners 
last year of scheming to 
change single-family 
residential neighbor-
hoods into multi-family 
zones.

Hodges indicated the 
rest of the city council 
are resolved to Gallagher 
wrongly adding and sub-
tracting numbers in the 
fiscal year 2024 audit 
report dated June 30 last 
year and presented to 
council Jan. 13 this year.

“It’s a question of 
whether you are choos-
ing to lead or mislead,” 
Hodges said. “It’s not an 
issue of understanding 
or not understanding 
(accounting). What’s 
missing from my col-
league is an unwilling-
ness to listen and learn 
for reasons I can’t 
explain. But, they’re not 
reasons that have the 
best interests of this 
community in mind.”

During the council 
meeting March 10, 
Councilman and Finance 
Chairman Tom Caulfi eld 
said the “elephant in the 
room” was rebutting 
Gallagher’s two-month-
old social media post 
that the city is $373,580 
on the wrong side of 
zero.

“If we’re defi cit spend-
ing, why is our fund bal-
ance going up?” City 
Manager Nick Sizeland 
said.

“Is that a question?” 
Gallagher asked.

“No. That’s a state-
ment,” Sizeland said. 
“We added  about 
$300,000 to our general 
fund (last year).

“I also addressed this 
several months ago,” 
Sizeland added. “I want 
to read a paragraph 
from (our auditor) that 
might clarify this con-
cern about defi cit spend-
ing: ‘Defi cit spending in 
a government fund 
would happen if net 
change in fund balance 
was negative,’ the audi-
tor wrote. ‘This would 
indicate that revenues 
and other financial 
sources were less than 
expenditures in other 
financial uses. In your 
city, defi cit spending did 
not occur for the June 
30, 2024 fiscal year 
audit.’”

Sizeland said, “Let me 
repeat that: ‘Deficit 
spending did not occur 
for the June 30, 2024 fi s-
cal year audit.’”

I n  c o n c u r r e n c e , 
Finance Director Ginger 
Moriarty presented to 
the council and public 
what she characterized 
as a simple summary of 
the city’s financial 
health, but what every-
one except Gallagher 
understood to be a high-
level ,  fund-by-fund 
detailing of reality.

“Some of my account-
ing professors would 
have blushed if they saw 
somebody walk us 
through fi nancial state-
ments with such preci-
sion and clarity,” said 
C o u n c i l m a n  B r e n t 
Deaver, holder of a 
University of Michigan 

MBA. “It was a master 
class in local govern-
ment accounting.”

The nut of Gallagher’s 
error, Moriarty said later 
in a truly simple, lowest 
common denominator 
explanation, was sub-
tracting expenses from 
revenue without adding 
revenue from other 
sources.

Gallagher didn’t make 
the grade.

She insisted after the 
city’s presentation to 
read aloud her post. She 
interrupted and talked 
over the mayor and oth-
ers, faster and louder to 
the point of being frantic 
as it became clearer and 
clearer the mayor and 
others were progressing 
to new matters.

“We will move on, 
C o u n c i l m e m b e r 
Gallagher,” Hodges said. 
“I hope you’re prepared 
to do that.”

“Please get the facts 
before you post any-
thing,” Caulfield told 
Gallagher.

C o u n c i l m a n  T i m 
Kolar, an accountant, 
refuted Gallagher’s post 
during the Feb. 3 council 
meeting.

He likened the city’s 
fund balance to a house-
hold savings account.

“Think of (fund bal-
ance) as your savings 
account,” Kolar told the 
public. “You get a pay-
check. You pay your 
bills. If you have more 
money than you spend, 
at the end of the month 
you can put that money 
into  your  savings . 
That’s essentially our 
reserve fund. Last year, 
we  increased  our 
reserve fund because 
w e  h a d  r e v e n u e s 
greater than expenses. 
I just want to make sure 
that was on the public 
record.”

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Do the math

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — Come 
September, Grosse 
Pointe PorchFest will 
grace front yards sur-
rounding The Village.

The community event, 
held in many cities across 
the country, transforms 
front porches into perfor-
mance spaces and invites 
local musicians to per-
form for residents and 
neighbors. Attendees 
then stroll from porch to 
porch, enjoying a variety 
of musical acts. 

“We’ll give it a whirl,” 
said Mayor Shelia 
Tomkowiak, who was 
approached last year 
with the idea by a resi-
dent who had experi-
enced a PorchFest in 
Dunleath, N.C. 

The vision is to grow 
the event organically, 
beginning with fi ve or so 
porches this year.

“We’re thinking the 
first year we’ll take 
porches that are closer to 
The Village,” Tomkowiak 
said. “It would be the 
Saturday after Labor 
Day, from noon to 5 p.m. 
and then ending with a 
larger band at Whiskey 
Six.”  

City council estab-
lished the Grosse Pointe 
PorchFest Committee to 
organize the event dur-
ing its March meeting 
Monday night. 

Counci lman Seth 
Krupp, M.D., will serve 
as committee chair and 
interested residents are 
being sought to man the 
promotions committee.

“We have a gentleman 
who — he’s a mortgage 

broker right now — 
learned how to play 
m u s i c  a t  M a i r e 
(Elementary) School,” 
Tomkowiak noted, “and 
he’s very passionate 
about this and he wants 
to head up the band 
selection team.” 

Music genres can run 
the gamut, including pop, 
classical, reggae, blues, 
rock, jazz, Latino, R&B, 
folk and more. Signs with 
artists’ names and per-
formance times likely 
will be posted in front of 
the porches and online. 

“This program has 
been in existence since 
2007 throughout the 
country and is effectively 
a tool used by local com-
munities to build some 
camaraderie within the 
c o m m u n i t y , ”  C i t y 
Manager Joe Valentine 
said.

PorchFest coming 
to Grosse Pointe
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Testimony from a 
15-year-old female about 
her alleged sexual assault 
by an adult male likely 
will occur beyond the 
public’s eyes and ears 
during a court hearing 
scheduled next week.

“I plan on filing a 
motion to clear the court-
room during testimony of 
the victim during prelim-
inary examination,” a 

Wayne County assistant 
prosecuting attorney 
said.

“We wouldn’t  be 
opposed to that,” the 
defendant’s lawyer said.

“I ’ l l  probably be 
inclined to grant it, but I 
want to read the motion 
first,” Municipal Judge 
Carl Jarboe told the pros-
ecutor during a pre-trial 
conference March 12. 
“You have the media in 
the courtroom right now. 
They might be interested 
in all of this.”

“My opposition was 
only during the victim’s 
testimony, seeing as 
she’s a minor,” the pros-
ecutor said.

“Only during the vic-
tim’s testimony?” Jarboe 
asked.

“Yes,” the attorney 
said.

Jarboe was the only 
one involved in the case 
physically present in 
Park Municipal Court. 
The rest attended virtu-

Assault testimony may be shielded
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

See ASSAULT, page 12A
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ally over the internet.
The prosecutor and 

defense counsel appeared 
online from their respec-
tive offices. Their fuzzy 
images and grainy voices 
crackled through a flat-
screen TV monitor 
attached to a courtroom 
wall.

Defendant Darren 
Joshua Bradford, 24, of 

Berkley, spoke from the 
Wayne County Jail. He’ll 
stay pinned down until 
posting Jarboe’s $250,000 
cash bail plus another 
$175,000 on a similar case 
in Berkley.

All parties are sched-
uled to reconvene in Park 
court  at  10 a.m. 
Wednesday, March 26, 
for a preliminary hearing 
to determine if there is 
suffi cient evidence to pro-
ceed with a trial.

“We’ll see you in a cou-

ple of weeks,” Jarboe told 
the group before they 
signed off.

He moved forward to an 
in-person landlord-tenant 
dispute.

Park police arrested 
Bradford for the alleged 
sexual assault of the teen 
Feb. 26, in the area of 
Windmill Pointe Drive 
and Berkshire Road.

Jarboe thereafter 
arraigned Bradford on 
two counts of third-degree 
criminal sexual conduct.

ASSAULT:
Continued from page 11A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Construction bids are 
expected mid-April from 
companies seeking con-
tracts to repave a side 
street and install two wa-
ter mains.

If everything goes as 
planned, roadwork starts 
July 1 and ends by Sept. 
30; water main construc-
tion will start in July and 
last six months.

“(Paving) will primar-
ily focus on Charlevoix 
from Three Mile to 
Berkshire and improve-
ments to the Windmill 
Pointe Park parking lot,” 
said Nick Sizeland, city 
manager.

Charlevoix work is just 
east of the streetscape 
reconstruction planned 
for 2026.

No alley repaving is 

scheduled this year.
“We have to separate 

sewers before we can do 
more alleyways,” said 
Tom Jenny, director of 
public works.

He foresees a resump-
tion of alley paving in 
2027, if funds are allot-
ted.

OHM Advisors won a 
$122,500 contract March 
10, to solicit contractors, 
evaluate bids and over-
see construction of both 
road and water work.

The projects are no 
surprise.

“These are a continua-
tion of the city’s annual 
maintenance and con-
struction projects,” said 
Patrick Droze, project 
manager  of  OHM 
Advisors, the city’s con-
sulting engineers.

OHM is familiar with 
the upcoming round of 
infrastructure improve-

ments.
“For consideration of 

this year’s project, OHM 
evaluated several seg-
ments (of road) and park-
ing lots for potential 
rehabilitation,” Droze 
said.

Budget constraints lim-
ited work this year to the 
sections chosen, but 
OHM’s list of candidates 
also consisted of:

◆ Pemberton from 
Essex to Windmill Pointe 
Drive,

◆ Avondale between 
the city l imits to 
Pemberton,

◆  E s s e x  f r o m 
Buckingham to Bedford,

◆ two municipal park-
ing lots  south of 
Kercheval  between 
L a k e p o i n t e  a n d 
Beaconsfi eld and

◆ the parking lot at 
The Cracked Egg restau-
rant on Mack Avenue 

west of Balfour.
“Pavement cores were 

conducted and analyzed 
for all areas outlined and 
a topographical survey 
was completed on 
A v o n d a l e  a n d 
Pemberton,” Droze said.

Water mains
Water main replace-

ment is in two locations.
“Work will focus on 

Beaconsfi eld from Essex 
to Jefferson and the 
Patterson Park water 
main loop,” Sizeland 
said. “The water main 
project aims to upgrade 
aging infrastructure and 
replace lead service lines 
in accordance with the 
city’s capital improve-
ment plan.”

A preliminary cost esti-
mate to install the pipes 
is $1,675,000, according 
to Droze. He had no esti-
mate for road resurfac-

ing.
Beaconsfi eld qualifi ed 

for water main work this 
year due to the number 
of breaks in the two-
block section, plus the 
opportunity to replace a 
high concentration of 
lead services lines, 
according to Droze and 
Jenny.

Replacement consists 
of swapping six-inch 
diameter cast iron pipes 
with eight-inch plastic 
ones, increasing fl ow.

Plastic pipes don’t cor-
rode, unlike cast iron. 
Plastic also is less brittle 
and more fl exible, mean-
ing they better withstand 
temperature swings and 
the frost-thaw cycle 
known to shift soil and 
snap iron pipes.

“It is envisioned that 
the replacement work 
will be performed via a 
trenchless connection 

method, either horizon-
tal directional drilling or 
pipe bursting,” Droze 
said.

Lead service lines will 
be replaced along with 
the main.

“If non-copper water 
services are encoun-
tered, the contract will 
include provisions to 
replace water services up 
to the residential water 
meter when approved by 
the homeowner,” Droze 
said. “Customers with 
copper water services 
will be reconnected to 
the water system with 
jumper connections 
where possible.”

The Patterson Park 
loop eliminates a dead 
end at the base of Grand 
Marais. New pipe links 
the base with a main at 
the spot where Bedford 
turns into Windmill 
Pointe Drive.

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Road and water work season nears

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Recreation commis-
sioners didn’t need to 
scratch their heads last 
month to choose a chair-
man.

There was only one 
nominee.

Commissioner Mike 
Bannon nominated 
incumbent Chairman 
Mike Hindelang for 
another one-year term.

“You’ve done a great 
job,”  Bannon told 
Hindelang during the 
Feb. 12 commission 
meeting. “I appreciate it.”

“All in favor for me?” 
Hindelang said, calling 

for a vote.
Unanimous approval.
“I appreciate the confi -

dence,” Hindelang said.
Commission bylaws 

require the installation of 
officers during the first 
meeting of the year.

Bannon, a member 
since 2019, accepted 
Hindelang’s nomination 
to become vice chairman 
and was approved across 
the board.

The recreation com-
mission is an advisory 
body. Members are 
appointed by the mayor.

“We’re here to advise 
Chad (Craig, director of 
parks and recreation) 
and the (city) council as 
decision-making authori-

ties on things related to 
parks and recreation,” 
Hindelang said.

Parks and recreation 
has the third biggest bud-
get in the city, just over 
$2.1 million. Only public 
safety and general munic-
ipal operations are 
greater.

“The goal of this com-
mission is to get commu-
nity input and for us to 
represent the community, 
what’s working, what 
should be done better,” 
Hindelang said. “When a 
decision is needed, it is 
brought either to Chad to 
run through the adminis-
tration or to city council 
for things that need bud-
getary approval. City 

council will, from time to 
time, ask us for recom-
mendations on items of 
interest to them. If there 
is something major being 
considered, they may ask 
the commission to look 
into it and share our 
views.”

Attending their first 
meeting were new mem-
bers Paul O’Donnell and 
Paul Basse.

O’Donnell’s term runs 
through 2026.

He is a retired profes-
sor of foreign language at 
the  Univers i ty  of 
Michigan-Flint.

O’Donnell said he grew 
up in the Park, was a life-
guard at Windmill Pointe 
Park and returned to the 
community 15 years ago.

“My main qualifi cation 
(for the commission), and 
reason for wanting to 
serve, is that I use the 
parks — both of them — 
six to seven days a week,” 
O’Donnell wrote in his 
application for appoint-
ment. “I see how the 
parks operate as well as 
the demands placed on 

the parks and recreation 
staff. My visiting both 
parks goes back decades 
to when the current pool 
at Windmill didn’t exist.”

Basse, a 30-year Park 
resident, was appointed 
for a term lasting this 
year.

He owned and oper-
ated franchises and was a 
partner and general man-
ager of the Freedom Hill 
Amphitheater.

“I’m not as impressed 
with celebrities as I used 
to be,” Bassey said. “I’ve 
done a lot of event plan-
ning with that. Chad and 
I talked about events and 
what goes on in the parks. 
If you guys need help, I’d 
be happy to give you a 
hand for that.”

Hindelang received 
unanimous support for 
his  nomination of 
Commissioner Patrick 
Gleason as secretary for 
this calendar year.

T h e  c o m m i s s i o n 
divides work among four 
subcommittees, to which 
Hindelang made appoint-
ments.

“Subcommittees allow 
us to work more closely 
with individual projects,” 

he said. “Rather than hav-
ing 11 commission mem-
bers emailing Chad every 
time they see something 
that needs attention in 
the parks or with ideas 
about bigger-picture 
directional items in the 
parks, the subcommittees 
get together and talk 
about those items. It’s a 
much more effi cient way 
of getting answers to 
commission members.”

◆ On the Windmill 
Pointe Park subcommit-
tee ,  Commiss ioner 
Howard Bouton remains 
chairman. Hindelang 
appointed Gleason and 
Paul Spratt.

◆ On the Patterson 
Park subcommittee, 
Commissioner James 
Ceuninick remains chair-
man. Bannon remains a 
member. Hindelang 
appointed Gleason as a 
new member.

◆ On the special events 
s u b c o m m i t t e e , 
Commissioner Paul 
Spratt was retained as 
chairman. Hindelang also 
will continue for another 
term. He appointed 

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Recreation commission officers for the year

See OFFICERS, page 13A

Hear everything that’s happening in the 
Pointes with audio. Free with your online 
subscription.
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Wednesday March 26, 2025 • 4pm-5pm
Pier Park Community Center Building 
350 Lakeshore Dr, Grosse Pointe Farms
Coffee and Cookies for all!
Contact joericci1@aol.com for further details.

Joe
Listens!

Topics:
• Water Separation Project
• Pier Park Pool Project
• Road Paving & Sidewalk

Replacement
Special Guest
Shane Reeside
Farms City Manager

Joe Ricci
“Building a Stronger Future Together”

“Coffee with Joe”
is Back!

to discuss issues in 
Grosse Pointe Farms
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25

We do Adoptions by appointment almost every day

20542 Harper, (Lennon & Harper) Harper Woods

Call to arrange a Meet and Greet

www.gpaas.org

313-884-1551

Landscape Company

 

    ichigan’s Premier

10
72
1

586-774-0090

www.backerlandscaping.com

SPONSORED BY:
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WENDELLWENDELL
Male, 2 years old,

Boxer Mix,
Brindle/White, 45 lbs.

Male, 3 years old,
Pitbull Terrier Mix,

Fawn, 55 lbs.

ANGELANGEL ROCCOROCCO

Ope n Hou s e — M a rch 29t h, 2025Ope n Hou s e — M a rch 29t h, 2025

Female, 5 years old,
Labrador Retriever Mix,

Brown, 50 lbs.

SYDNEYSYDNEY
Female, 6 years old,

Border Collie Mix,
Black/White, 60 lbs.

Basse, too.
◆ Councilman Marty 

McMillan stays chairman 
of the marina subcommit-
tee.

“The chair of the 
marina is appointed by 
the c i ty  counci l , ” 
Hindelang said.

Also named to the sub-

committee by Hindelang 
were Commissioners 
Christina Buchanan and 
L a r r y  H a g g a r t . 
C o u n c i l m a n  T o m 
Caulfi eld, liaison to the 
commission, also remains 
on the subcommittee.

The roster for 2025
Commissioners, their 

dates of appointment and 
end-of-term dates are, in 
alphabetical  order: 

Michael Bannon, 2019-
26; Roger Basse, 2025-25; 
Howard Bouton, 2022-
25; Christina Buchanan, 
2 0 2 2 - 2 5 ;  J a m e s 
Ceuninck, 2020-27; 
Patrick Gleason, 2024-
27; Larry Haggart, 1996-
27; Mike Hindelang, 
2017-27; Paul O’Donnell, 
2025-26 and Paul Spratt, 
2022-25.

Also members are 
Craig and Caulfi eld.

OFFICERS:
Continued from page 12A

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — After spend-
ing 12 years as a human 
resources specialist with 
the federal government, 
Carrie Soave feels she’s 
perfectly suited to help 
government employees 
who are starting to lose 
their jobs as President 
Trump’s Department of 
Government Efficiency 
cuts down on overspend-
ing.

“The hiring process for 
the federal government is 
so much different than the 
private sector,” Soave 
said. “A federal job 
requires a resume that’s 
three to fi ve pages long, as 
an example. You’d never 
send something that long 
in the private sector.”

Soave, a 2008 Regina 
High School graduate, 
returned to the Woods 
last fall after nine years in 

Washington, D.C., work-
ing for the Department of 
the Interior, and opened 
Pointes Consulting.

“My family is here and 
I’d been wanting to come 
back,” said the former 
Carrie Strasz. “I also saw 
the writing on the wall 
that we were going to 
have to return to the offi ce 
and I like being remote. I 
felt it was time for a new 
challenge and am happy 
to be back in the Woods.”

While in D.C., Soave 
focused primarily on 
working with senior exec-
utives.

“It was a unique process 
that focused on showcas-
ing their skills, experience 
and accomplishments, 
whether that was for per-
formance reviews or seek-
ing a new role,” she said. 
“It’s all about showing 
value and impact.”

S o a v e  a t t e n d e d 
University of Detroit 
Mercy with the intention 

of going to law school.
“I decided after three 

years I didn’t really want 
to do that, but I had to do 
an internship to gradu-
ate,” she recalled. “I ended 
up doing that for the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office in 
Detroit.”

She then spent three 
years in that offi ce after 
graduation while getting a 
master’s degree in human 
resources management 
from The Catholic 
University of America 
before moving on to D.C.

“HR was such a good fi t 
and had exactly what I 
was looking for,” she said. 
“It involves helping peo-
ple, problem solving and 
research.”

A recent message she 
posted on LinkedIn about 
wanting to help federal 
employees was well 
received.

“Within a few days I had 
hundreds of messages, 
1,700 comments and 500 

shares,” she said. “It really 
resonated with a lot of 
people.”

She’s heard from many 
metro Detroiters working 
in D.C. who want to move 
back, as well as govern-
ment employees in the 
area.

“They haven’t been 
affected yet, but they sus-
pect they will be,” she 
said.

Soave’s initial consulta-
tion includes a resume 
review targeted at job 
postings each client is 
interested in.

“It’s all about communi-
cating why they are the 
best person for the job 
and putting the candidate 
in the best possible light,” 
she said. “I know what HR 
professionals are looking 
for.”

See pointesconsulting.
com or email carrie.
soave@outlook.com for 
more information.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Pointer opens career consulting firm

COURTESY PHOTO

Carrie Soave recently opened Pointes Consulting, a 
career consulting fi rm.

Village Day Spa recently 
celebrated the grand 
opening of its space at 
20095 Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Woods. Owner 
Rebecca Bibby and her 
husband were joined by 
staff members, as well as 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
Mayor Art Bryant, 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
Assistant City 
Administrator Sue 
Como, Grosse Pointe 
Chamber of Commerce 
Board Chairman Mark 
Heppner, Chamber 
board member Sheri 
Testani, Chamber 
President Jenny 
Boettcher and Chamber 
Membership and Events 
Coordinator Abigail 
Turnbull. Village Day 
Spa offers a variety of 
beauty services, includ-
ing facials, waxes, body 
treatments and more. 
For more information, 
visit villagedayspas.com.

New location

COURTESY PHOTO

Kaleigh Snoddy, educa-
tion and stewardship 
manager for the Clinton 
River Watershed Council, 
recently presented an 
overview of its mission 
and programs to the 
Lakeshore Optimist Club.

Established in 1972, 
CRWC is a nonprofi t orga-
nization dedicated to pro-
tecting, enhancing and 
celebrating the Clinton 
River, its watershed and 
Lake St. Clair. This mis-
sion is accomplished 
through education, stew-
ardship and watershed 
management.

CRWC provides resi-
dents, schools, govern-
ments, businesses and 
other community groups 
with wide-ranging pro-
grams and events to 
ensure healthy water-
ways. It also offers many 
opportunities to engage 
residents to help clean-up 

efforts throughout the 
Clinton River Watershed 
and along the Lake St. 
Clair shoreline. For more 
information, go to crwc.
org.

Lakeshore Optimist 
Club meets the second 

and fourth Wednesdays of 
each month at 7:30 a.m. 
All are welcome to attend, 
listen to interesting speak-
ers and see what the club 
is all about. 

Visit gpoptimists.com 
for more information.

Optimists get info on watershed

Kaleigh 
Snoddy of 
the Clinton 
River 
Watershed 
Council and 
David 
Franks, vice 
president of 
Lakeshore 
Optimist 
Club.

COURTESY 
PHOTO

The Guidance You Need
For The Care They Deserve.

Contact Me Today – 586.208.9938

No-Cost Senior Living Placement
Independent Living & In-Home Care

Assisted Living Homes & Communities
Alzheimer’s & Memory Care Communities

assistedlivinglocators.com/Metro-Detroit-East

Learn More

Larry Leto
Owner & Senior Living Advisor

032025
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TAKING FLIGHT… A JOURNEY TO SUCCESS 
Action Auction

The Grosse Pointe Academy 2025

SILENT & LIVE AUCTIONS
COCKTAILS, DINNER AND DANCING

SATURDAY, MAY 10, 2025

THE GROSSE POINTE

ACADEMY

AUCTION CHAIRS
Katie and Billy O’Keefe
Celia and Steve Wade

HONORARY CHAIRS
Patti and Jim Anderson

DETAILS AND TICKETS 
PLEASE VISIT: 
GPA.CBO.IO

LIVE AFTER-PARTY 
ENTERTAINMENT 

BY “SYKES INTERNATIONAL”

QUESTIONS? 
CONTACT US AT 

AUCTION@GPACADEMY.ORG

DIAMOND
Patti and Jim Anderson

SAPPHIRE
The Wade Family

PLATINUM
Soave Enterprises

GOLD
Corewell Health

SILVER
Girlie Girl

KIDSgala

Anthony and Theresa Selvaggio

BRONZE
Beyond InTents, LLC 

Closet Connections

Closing and Toasting—

Real Estate with Megan Prieur

Corporate Fleet Services, Inc.

The Demkowicz Family

DeSeranno Wealth Planning

Ed Rinke Chevrolet Buick GMC

Ellsworth Cutting Tools, Ltd.

Fisher & Company

Fresh Farms Market

The Getz Family

GOTOX Aesthetics & Wellness

The Gram Family

Huntington National Bank

LakePointe Orthodontics

Metro Wire & Cable Co.

The Paluzzi Family

Pointe Alarm, LLC

Saros Real Estate Services

The Trombley Family

Universal Piping Industries, LLC

The Valade Family

OPAL
The Abram-Kuplicki Family

The Adams Family

The Ahee Family

The Baxt Family

The Berg Family

The Bier Family

The Bollozos Family

The Brock Family

The Buccellato Family

The Buckley Family

The Colman Family

The Corbett Family

The Darke Family

The John Decker Family

The Paul Decker Family

The DeCraene-Farabaugh Family

The Edwards Family

The Elgin Family

The Elley Family

The Fenske Family

The Ford Family

The Fritz Family

The Gardella Family

The Gough Family

The Haas Family

The Harrison and Chastain 

Family

The Haubert Family

The Hawkins Family

The Hess Family

The Hinz Family

The Hollerbach Family

The Kaiser Family

The Karadsheh Family

The Kerstetter Family

The Kline Family

The Krall Family 

The Lindow Family

The LoVasco Family

The McDermott Family

The Mecke Family

The Nelson Family

The Parke Family

The Posselius Family

The Prieur Family

The Ratliff Family

The Reizen Family

The Shalla Family

The Stooke Family

The Swanson Family

The Szymanski Family

The Wiener Family

The Wolney Family

EVENT
Emerald City Designs

Visionary Sound Productions

MEDIA
Grosse Pointe Magazine

Grosse Pointe News

RAFFLE
Ahee Jewelers

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS!
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55 percent of voters in 
November 2018. 

The district can collect 
up to 3.14 mills if the 
debt service schedule 
justifi es that amount. A 
mill is $1 in taxes for 
every $1,000 of a prop-
erty’s taxable value. If 
approved, the bond 
would bring in $120 mil-
lion over 20 years to use 
on facility upgrades. 

The sinking fund mill-
age, approved by 66 per-
cent of voters last 
November, will bring in 
$111 million over the 
next decade. The need 
for the committee is 
because while sinking 

fund money can be spent 
on any project allowed 
by state law, bond 
money can only be used 
on projects laid out in 
the ballot language. 

Consultants at Plante 
Moran three years ago 
said GPPSS had $252 
million in maintenance 
needs over the next 10 
years, including $150 
million in critical needs 
that should be addressed 
in three years, meaning 
by now. 

Tuttle said that list 
grew to $319 million due 
to infl ation and increases 
in the operations and 
maintenance budget. 
Work already completed 
reduced the list to $198 
million.

“We want to start off 

focusing on $60 million 
that are the most critical 
of the critical needs,” 
she added. “You take 
one thing off the list and 
three more go on.”

One thing that has 
driven up the O&M bud-
get, which accounts for 
more than 10 percent of 
the district’s overall 
budget, is the number of 
events employees in that 
department work on.

Ben Matteson, facili-
ties director, said his 
department completed 
work for 7,500 district 
and community events 
from the start of the cur-
rent school year through 
mid-March. For calen-
dar year 2024, it was 
11,812. Much of that 
included overtime pay 

for evening and week-
end events.

“My staff enjoys the 
community, but we have 
to be good stewards of 
our budget,” he said. 
“We’re happy to service 
the community and our 
students, but there’s a 
breaking point.”

The committee also is 
scheduled to meet 6 to 8 
p.m. Wednesday, May 
21, also in the North 
library. 

Tuttle said the board 
would make a fi nal deci-
sion by the end of June. 
If approved in early 
November, the bonds 
must be sold and deliv-
ered by the end of 
November in order to 
appear on the December 
tax rolls.

WORK:
Continued from page 1A

THE GROSSE POINTES — The 
Grosse Pointe Public School 
System Board of Education 
could consider updating two pol-
icies regarding abortion and stu-
dent expulsion at its next meet-
ing.

Both were discussed at the 
board’s Policy Committee meet-
ing Tuesday, March 11, and 
were forwarded to the full board 
meeting scheduled for 7 p.m. 
Monday, March 31, at Brownell 
Middle School. 

The first, regarding abortion, 
is simply adding back language 
to Policy 3.26 that mistakenly 
was removed in 2023 after a mis-
interpretation of state law by the 
district’s attorneys.

It states: “Any school official, 
member of  the board or 
employee of the board who is 
not the parent or the legal guard-
ian of the student involved is 
prohibited from referring a stu-
dent for an abortion or assisting 

a student in obtaining an abor-
tion. Any school official, mem-
ber of the board or employee of 
the board who violates this pol-
icy is subject to disciplinary 
action.”

Under state law prior to 2023, 
districts risked losing state fund-
ing if a staff member discussed 
abortion with a student or 
referred a student for one. 

The change, however, does 
not prohibit districts from still 
having internal policies regard-
ing the matter.

“There’s no problem putting it 
back in,” Deputy Superintendent 
Roy Bishop told the committee 
after discussing it with the dis-
trict’s counselors. “It didn’t have 
to be taken out in the first place.”

The second update deals with 
reinstatement procedures for 
permanently expelled students. 
Any such request, if approved by 
the board, will include a formal 
petition. Even though the term 
says permanent, state law does 
allow for students to return to 
school.

“We’ve had situations where 
an expelled student came back, 
but we didn’t have a formal peti-
tion,” Bishop said. “It’s a good 
way to examine what they’ve 
learned, examine the incident 
and make an informed deci-
sion.”

It also adds a provision that a 
committee, consisting of two 
board members, a district 
administrator, a teacher and a 
parent of a district student, will 
“hold a hearing in which the par-
ent/guardian will be invited to 
attend,” before submitting its 
recommendation. A hearing cur-
rently is not required, but one 
usually is held.

Superintendent Andrea Tuttle 
said a hearing is a good oppor-
tunity to discuss what steps the 
student can take or has taken to 
reduce the time of the expulsion. 

The committee also considers 
things like the age and maturity 
of the student, the student’s atti-
tude toward the expulsion inci-
dent and the student’s behavior 
since the expulsion.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

BoE considering policy updates

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — The two 
Beyond Juicery + Eatery 
franchises in the Pointes 
will soon have two new 
fl avors thanks to a pro-
gram at The Grosse 
Pointe Academy called 
the Amazing Shake.

Now in its second year 
at the school, the pro-
gram helps middle 
schoolers learn soft 
skills, including things 
like the importance of a 
firm handshake, main-
taining eye contact and 
active listening. 

Students were pared 
down to the top fi ve after 
several rounds of inter-
views and public speak-
ing exercises, then made 
a pi tch to Just in 
Buccellato and Joe 
Bonanni, owners of the 
Beyond Juicery fran-
chises on Mack and in 
The Village, about their 
ideas for new smoothie 
flavors. Pam Vivio, co-
founder of the chain, also 
helped with judging.

The winners were 
Taylor Rivers and 
Emerson Hawkins, both 
eighth graders who plan 
to attend Marian High 
School in the fall.

Rivers named her rec-
ipe #79, in honor of her 
s tepfa ther ,  Danie l 
Kerstetter, a Michigan 
State Police motor car-
rier offi cer who passed 
away last fall from inju-
ries he sustained when 
his patrol car was struck 
by another vehicle dur-
ing a traffi c stop on I-75.

“That was his badge 
number,” she said. “I 
wanted to fi nd a way to 
honor him.”

Her smoothie includes 
frozen yogurt, honey, 
peanut butter, strawber-
ries and vegan protein.

“I also added blue spi-
rulina to represent the 
color of the state police 
uniforms,” Rivers added. 
“It’s for people who are 
on the go and do a tough 
job.”

Hawkins came up with 
Piña Party,  which 
includes pineapple, coco-
nut water, cream of coco-
nut, lime juice and vanilla 
whey.

“I love the flavor 

Beyond 
amazing
By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Taylor Rivers

Emerson Hawkins

See BEYOND, page 15A
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Wednesday, April 30, 2025 Shredding Party

10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Grosse Pointe Branch
20879 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236
schwab.com/GrossePointe

Please RSVP by April 25 to Jackie Piper at 313-743-0433
or jackie.piper@schwab.com.

You’re invited.
Do you have old documents that you’d like to dispose of 
safely and securely? We’re hosting a shredding party on 
Wednesday, April 30, 2025.

the shredding truck and refreshments. We’re looking 
forward to seeing you there.

©2025 Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. (“Schwab”) All rights reserved. Member SIPC. 
(0322-2UMC) SCH13522 (02/25)

Join us
for a Shred 
Event.

Meet the team who 
will help meet your 

team members are here to meet and 

©2025 Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. All rights reserved. Member SIPC.
CC8573607 (0424-P6K6) ADP124426A-00    SCH SCH13524  (03/25)
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because it reminds me of being on 
vacation somewhere warm,” she said. 

Hawkins also made the top fi ve last 
year, when students pitched sauce fl a-
vors for Buccellato’s Detroit Wing Co.

“I was scared going into it last year, 
but I 100 percent was more comfort-
able this time around,” Hawkins added.

Both fi nished in the top 10 out of 70 
students statewide at the Michigan 
Amazing Shake regional competition 
last month in Grandville.

The new fl avors will be available at 
both locations during April and a por-

tion of the proceeds will go to the 
school.

“I was very impressed with their 
skills,” Bonnani said. “They showed 
professionalism beyond their years 
with the time and effort they put in.”

Vivio said she would like to see a 
similar program at all of the company’s 
franchises.

“I’d hire any one of them,” she said. 
“They are definitely on the path to 
CEO.”

Buccellato, who has four children at 
the school, said the Amazing Shake is 
a valuable program.

“It’s important to study, but it’s also 
about street smarts,” he said. “It’s cool 
to see at that age.”

BEYOND:
Continued from page 14A

University Liggett 
School seventh grader 
Violet Marchesseau, of 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
recently secured first 
place in the middle school 
category of the fall 2024 
Stock Market Game. 

Competing against stu-
dents from across 
Michigan, Marchesseau’s 
achievement showcases 
outstanding fi nancial per-
formance and strategic 
decision-making, as well 
as exceptional analytical 
abilities and a deep under-
standing of market 

dynamics.
“Violet’s success in the 

Stock Market Game is a 
testament to her dedicated 
and disciplined approach 
to this competition,” said 
Erin Montagne, W. 
Warren Shelden ’37 Chair, 
Mathematics Department. 
“We are incredibly proud 
of her achievement and 
her commitment to learn-
ing the ins and outs of the 
stock market. This accom-
plishment reflects our 
school’s mission to 
empower students with 
essential skills for the 

future.”
The Stock Market 

Game, hosted by the 
SIFMA Foundation, pro-
vides students with a sim-
ulated $100,000 virtual 
portfolio, challenging 
them to make strategic 
investments in stocks, 
bonds, mutual funds and 
ETFs traded on the New 
York Stock Exchange and 
NASDAQ. Participants 
learn about economics, 
fi nance and market trends 
while developing critical 
life skills essential for 
fi nancial independence.

Marchesseau earns first in Stock Market Game

University 
Liggett 
School sev-
enth grader 
Violet 
Marchesseau 
recently 
placed fi rst 
in the middle 
school cate-
gory of the 
fall 2024 
Stock 
Market 
Game. 

COURTESY 
PHOTO
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Are you a budding wordsmith with a story to tell? Or perhaps a seasoned writer looking 
for a new platform to showcase your talent? Here’s your chance to shine in the pages of the 
Grosse Pointe News! Introducing the Grosse Pointe News Narrative Nook – a platform for 
local writers to showcase their talent and creativity!

How to Enter:
Submit your original short story in 4 parts, each segment no more than 800 words. We encourage you 
to end each section with a captivating cliffh  anger to keep our readers on the edge of their seats! Entries 
must be received by April 25th at midnight (entries continuously accepted for future publications). All 
ages welcome and encouraged to provide submissions!

Any Genre Welcome:
Whether you’re into writing fi ction, non-fi ction, mystery, romance, thriller, or anything in between – 
we want to read your story!

Publication Details:
Selected stories will be serialized in our weekly Grosse Pointe News publications, reaching thousands 
of readers throughout our community. Each story will feature an “About the Author” section, giving 
readers insight into the talented minds behind the tales!

What You Get:
- Publication in the award winning Grosse Pointe News
- Exposure to a wide audience of readers
- A chance to showcase your writing skills and creativity
- Th e opportunity to become a featured author in your own community!

Calling All Writers!
Enter to be a Featured Author in the
Grosse Pointe News Narrative Nook!

Don’t miss your chance to become a featured author – *Submit your story today!
To submit your entry, please visit www.grossepointenews.com.

~Grosse Pointe News – Connecting Our Community Th rough Stories~
*By submitting your story to the Grosse Pointe News Narrative Nook, you agree to grant the Grosse Pointe News permission to 
publish your work in print and online. All entries must be original and previously unpublished. Th e decision of the judging panel is 
fi nal. Participants retain all rights to their work, but winning entries may be subject to editing for publication.
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GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY
Animals Available for 
Adoption at gpaas.org
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
313-884-1551 OR www.gpaas.org

Ca ll to a rra nge aCa ll to a rra nge a
Meet a nd Gre etMeet a nd Gre et

 MeetMeet

GIAGIA

 MeetMeet

FINNEGANFINNEGAN
Female, 1 year old,Female, 1 year old,

Shorthair, Brown/Orange Tabby.Shorthair, Brown/Orange Tabby.

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

Male, 6 months old,Male, 6 months old,
Schnauzer/Yorkie, Black, 15 lbs.Schnauzer/Yorkie, Black, 15 lbs.

SERVING GROSSE POINTE, ST. CLAIR SHORES
AND SURROUNDING AREAS

(586) 775-2441
bobdowneyplumbing.com

Free In-Home Estimates

10%

✓ Sewer & Drain Cleaning

✓ Excavation Sewers & Water Lines

✓ Residential Plumbing Services

✓ Toilet Repairs and Installation

✓ Disposal Repair

✓ Thawing & Frozen Pipe Repair

✓ Faucet Repair

$$100 OFF100 OFF
ServicesServices

over over $$15001500

FAMILY
OWNED

& OPERATED
FOR OVER
60 YEARS!Licensed and Insured Master Plumber

All Types of Plumbing Repairs 
TOILETS • WATER HEATERS • FAUCETS

Next Open Houses
Sat., March 29th & April 12th

10-Noon
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FIND IT. LOVE IT. LIVE IN IT.FIND IT. LOVE IT. LIVE IN IT.

313313-319-5679319-5679
BuyandSellwithMary@gmail.com

MARY AUBREY-ROGERSMARY AUBREY-ROGERS

032025

St. Paul on the Lake 
School second and eighth 
graders teamed up with 
Capuchin Soup Kitchen 
to assemble 25 “Welcome 
Home” baskets for indi-
viduals and families mov-
ing into apartments 
located at the former St. 
Matthew School, now 
called The Residences at 
St. Matthew. 

The school has been 
abandoned for a decade, 
but was well maintained. 
The 46 apartments have 
been refurbished as per-
manent supportive hous-
ing and 25 of those 
apartments are for peo-
ple transitioning from 
homelessness  in to 

homes.
The Capuchin Soup 

Kitchen is supporting the 
permanent housing at St. 
Matthew by helping fur-
nish some of the apart-
ments. 

St. Paul on the Lake 
pastoral staff will assist 
with preparing the three 
model apartments for 
future residents to pre-
view. The Residences 
have three different 
apartment styles — a stu-
dio, one bedroom and 
two bedroom.

Also located at The 
Residences  at  St . 
Matthew will be wrap-
around services and on-
site case managers. The 

former gymnasium will 
be used as offi ces for pro-
grams and services. 
Some of the staff will 
offer peer-to-peer sup-
port for the residents, 
meaning they too have 
experienced poverty or 
homelessness.

“The Residences at St. 
Matthew is not a home-
less shelter,” according 
to its website. “The proj-
ect is a housing develop-
ment that will provide 
affordable housing 
options for low-income 
families and individuals, 
as well as permanent 
supportive housing for 25 
formerly  homeless 
households.”

What a welcome!

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Second grader Kevin Daly and Pastor Fr. Jim Bilot color a note to go in a 
Welcome Home basket.

Patti O’Neil, parishioner and volunteer, stands at a tables with supplies the stu-
dents will use to assemble the Welcome Home baskets.

Tricia Kestleloot, director of evangelical charity and service, and Capuchin 
monk Brother Fred Cabras stand with the poster.

Ava Defever, McKella Florence, Emily Murphy and Ella Rotondo get ready to 
pack a Welcome Home basket for delivery.

Evelyn Faust double checks to make sure everything is in the basket. The 
Welcome Home baskets included dish soap, measuring cups, paper towel, a 
cutting board, towels, oven mitts, trivets, tongs, utensils, a can opener, salt and 
pepper shakers and a smiley face sponge.
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After a long winter, it's time to start planning for the best summer ever! When it comes to summer camps, it's a good 
idea not to wait too long before making your decisions and getting your reservations in. Many camps are full before you 
know it — so the only way to keep your campers happy is to sign up promptly. In this kids’ summer camping guide, we’ll 
explore some fabulous day and overnight camping destinations along with tips for a great experience. There are so many 
great options these days, doing a little research will help you select the ideal camp for your child — and give you an idea on 
how to prepare and what to expect. 

Wherever Grosse Pointe kids go this summer, one thing's for sure. They’ll be creating lasting memories while fostering a 
sense of adventure and camaraderie that will last a lifetime. Happy camping, everyone!

Be sure to check these out and make your reservations

Are you ready 
         for the summer?

CAMPS FOR KIDS

ASSUMPTION CAMP IMAGINATION
Attention kids: Assumption Nursery School and 

Toddler Center presents Camp Imagination.
This year they're offering both a youth camp 

(ages 7-10) and an early childhood camp (ages 
1-6). Kids can sign up for all ten weeks or choose 
from two sessions,  running from June 10 - July 
12 or July 15- August 16. Kids will enjoy an array 
of activity themes such as Artistic Expression, 
Awesome Inventions, Lost in Space, Let’s Get 
Physical, The Great Outdoors and more. 
To enrich and inspire participating youngsters, 

there are sports clinics, STEM experiences, pottery 
and photography workshops, music, live animal 
visits and interesting guest speakers, just to name 
a few of the exciting highlights. Camp Imagination 
will be sure to spark creative inspiration and fun 
regardless of whatever the kids choose to do. 
Perhaps the next Edison or Picasso will get their 
ideas from this engaging camp.
Register placements for your children now. Call

(586) 772-4477 or visit assumptionnursery.org 
for more information.

BLACK RIVER 
Giddy up and get registered! Hop in the saddle

for adventure this summer at Black River Farm 
and Ranch, an equestrian-focused overnight camp 
for girls ages 6–15. Their mission is to inspire 
leadership, self-confidence, and independence 
through horsemanship and a variety of camp 
activities including riding lessons, vaulting, trail 
rides, crafts, swimming, archery, boating, small 
animals and more!

With a herd of over 70 horses and miles of trails, 
Black River is the ultimate camp experience. 
From first timers to experienced riders, there 
are programs for everyone. A variety of different 
sessions are offered, including Starter Camp, One 
Week Camp, Two Week Camp, Mother-Daughter 
Retreats, Family Retreats and Private Events.

Visit blackriverfarmandranch.com to learn more 
and get registered for what is sure to be an incredible 
summer of horses, campfires, and friendship. 
Email at info@blackriverfarmandranch.com. 
Follow them on Instagram @brsummercamp62 
and find them on Facebook.

E-sports

Fitness 

Friendship 
Fun
Games 

Hockey
Horses
Invention 
Lacrosse
Languages
Nature
Nursery 

Cooking
Creativity
Engineering

Cooking
Creativity

Music 
Photography
Pottery
Robotics
Science
Soccer

Space

Speed, 

strength

STEM
Swimming
Tennis
Theatre

Water 
sports
Yoga

Archery 
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DE LA SALLE 
COLLEGIATE SUMMER CAMPS

De La Salle Collegiate offers 20+ academic, 
artistic, and athletic camps for boys and girls 
in grades 3-12. Students are invited to come 
out and learn a new skill, practice an existing 
talent, or just have fun!

STEM camps such as Intro to Engineering 
where students learn CAD design, to Robotics 
are offered at De La Salle and Medical Camp, 
where students have the opportunity to learn 
first aid, CPR, make incisions, suture skin, 
and tie surgical knots.  

Athletic offerings include Baseball, 
Basketball, Bowling, eSports, Football, 
Football Kicking, Golf, Ice Hockey, Soccer, 
Tennis, and Wrestling.

To learn more about the individual 
camp offerings, schedules, and times, 
visit delasallehs.com/admissions/summer-
camps-2025 or call 586-541-6229. 

GROSSE POINTE ACADEMY
The Academy will be alive with adventure

and activity this summer with programs 
designed to spark creativity, build friendships, 
and create cherished memories. From thrilling 
on-site petting zoo visits to hands-on arts and 
crafts, every day is an adventure just waiting 
to unfold!

For kids over the age of 2.5 all the way up to 
grade 9, the thrill of playing and learning will 
come alive during full and half-day sessions 
ranging from June 16-August 16. How does 
Super Hero Training Camp sound? Or are 
your kids more the Animal Adventure Camp 
types? Under the Sea or Bookworm Camp? 
Travel the World or Blast Off Into Space 
Camp? Well, how about ALL of them? Just 
sign up quickly so you don’t miss out on the 
fun at (313) 886-1221 or visit gpacademy.com.

GROSSE POINTE 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

The 2025 Grosse Pointe Public School
System Summer Program calendar is packed 
with top-tier fun and engaging activities 
designed to educate, inspire, and bring joy!

With an impressive variety of creative and 
active offerings—from STEM to performing 
arts programs like Camp O’Fun, Camp 
Invention, Summer Theatre Camp, Summer 
Music Festival, and more—there’s something 
for every child to explore and enjoy for an 
unforgettable summer.

To learn more about individual camp 
options and availability, visit the GPPSS 
website at gpschools.org/summer. There, 
you can find information about camps with 
detailed descriptions, scheduled dates and 
pricing for each camp.

Don’t wait — these popular programs fill 
up fast! To register, click on “Programs” 
and secure your child's spot in one of 
Grosse Pointe’s most exciting summer camp 
experiences.

Make 2025 the summer of fun your kids will 
cherish forever.

NORTHFORK 
OUTBACK SUMMER HORSE CAMPS

Young horse lovers will find Northfork
Outback Summer Horse Camps to be an 
equestrian dream. Located in Webberville, MI, 
they welcome campers of all horsemanship 
skill levels to any of the sessions.

There are still several camping options 
available for young people seeking thr 
ultimate in horse camp. The 5-day  overnight 
camp is for girls ages 8-16 and includes four 
hours of daily horse interaction, 12 hours of 
riding, swimming, special events, educational 
horse classes, games on horseback, movie 
night, an obstacle course and various horse 
contests.

Campers will also enjoy trail riding, a cabin 
competition, a fun and entertaining horse 
show on Friday for family members to attend 
and a Thursday evening banquet for campers 
that includes a keepsake picture with their 
very favorite horse! All campers will get a 
welcome t-shirt to take home with them.

The 3-day girls overnight camp is also still 
available but those interested are encouraged 
to act fast, as spots fill up quickly as it gets 
closer to summer. Several of the camps 
are already full for 2025 — so call soon to 
reserve your place at (517) 881-9142 or visit 
northforkoutback.com.

UNIVERSITY LIGGETT SCHOOLS
 For generations, ULS Summer Programs 

have been the gold standard of summer fun, and 
this year promises to be no different. Campers 
will enjoy a wide variety of activities, from 
archery and swimming to sports, performing 
arts, science, and nature — all designed to 
keep kids active, engaged and outdoors all 
day long. Whether they’re perfecting their 
athletic skills with experienced University 
Liggett School coaches or exploring their 
creative side in one of the enrichment camps, 
every child will find something they love. 

Sports camps focus on skill development, 
teamwork and strategy, allowing young 
athletes to improve through fun drills, 
games, and friendly competitions. For those 
interested in hands-on learning, Enrichment 
Camps offer opportunities for aspiring 
scientists, engineers, musicians and gamers 
to dive deep into their passions. Kids can 
experiment in Mad Scientists at Work camp, 
explore the digital world in Minecraft Camp, 
or refine their musical talents at Strings 
Camp. Specialized camps are available too –
like the DeKeyser Training Institute Hockey 
Camp and Detroit Tigers Baseball/Softball 
Camps, where young players can learn from 
the pros. This summer, give your child the 
gift of discovery, friendship, and fun at ULS 
Summer Programs — where unforgettable 
memories are made. You can learn more at 
uls.org/summerprograms.

YMCA CAMP NISSOKONE
YMCA Camp Nissokone, located near

Lake Huron in Oscoda, Michigan, is 
northern Michigan’s premier destination 
for overnight camping or kids and teens. 
Camp Nissokone celebrates its 111th year 
in 2025 — experienced in providing day and 
overnight camps for children ages 5-18 from 
Michigan and beyond. 

Summer camp is a great way to introduce 
youngsters to enjoying and understanding 
the outdoors. It helps kids develop new 
friendships as well as confidence and 

independence. The camp’s core values of 
honesty, caring, respect, responsibility and 
inclusion are a focus of all they do, helping 
campers build positive skills that will benefit 
them for a lifetime. 

There is no better way for boys and girls 
grades K-10 to spend a safe and fun week. 
This quality YMCA camp program is fun 
and interactive, with age-specific activities 
changing daily. 

To find out more about Camp Nissokone 
summer camps, visit ymcadetroit.org/
nissokone or call (248) 887-4533.
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GPPSS SCHOOLS

A variety of summer
programming for

ALL
GRADES

GPPSS
PROGRAMS

outdoor games,
performing arts,
story telling,
innovation, safety
lessons, etc

REGISTER NOW!
www.gpschools.org/summer | Call Us (313)432-3000

A variety of summeryi f
programming fori fp g g

ALLALL
GRADESGRADESGRADES

GPPSS SCHOOLSGPP S C OOL

outdoor games,t oo gam soutdoor gamest oo gam soutdoor games
performing arts,r o mi g a t ,f i ti tf i t

y gystory telling,t y e l n ,y g,
innovation, safetyn ov t on s f tinnovation, safetyn ov t on s f tinnovation, safety
lessons,e so slessonse so slessons etce cetce cetc

REGISTER NOW!
www.gpschools.org/summer | Call Us (313)432-3000
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LEARN MORE YMCADETROIT.ORG/NISSOKONE

Sparkling waters. Breathtaking sunsets. Trails leading to extraordinary 
adventures.  YMCA Camp Nissokone has been Michigan’s premier ‘up north’ 
overnight camp for over 100 years. We help kids make new friends, develop 
confidence, independence, and build lifelong skills focused around our core 
values: Honesty, Caring, Respect, Responsibility, and Inclusion. 

HERE FOR ALL.
OVERNIGHT CAMP
AT YMCA CAMP NISSOKONE
Ph. 248-887-4533
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NORTHFORK 
OUTBACK SUMMER HORSE CAMPS

Young horse lovers will find Northfork
Outback Summer Horse Camps to be an
equestrian dream. Located in Webberville, MI, 
they welcome campers of all horsemanship
skill levels to any of the sessions.

There are still several camping options 
available for young people seeking the 
ultimate in horse camp. The 5-day  overnight
camp is for girls ages 8-16 and includes four 
hours of daily horse interaction, 12 hours of 
riding, swimming, special events, educational 
horse classes, games on horseback, movie
night, an obstacle course and various horse 
contests.

Campers will also enjoy trail riding, a cabin
competition, a fun and entertaining horse
show on Friday for family members to attend
and a Thursday evening banquet for campers 
that includes a keepsake picture with their 
very favorite horse! All campers will get a 
welcome t-shirt to take home with them.

The 3-day girls overnight camp is also still 
available but those interested are encouraged 
to act fast, as spots fill up quickly as it gets 
closer to summer. Several of the camps 
are already full for 2025 — so call soon to 
reserve your place at (517) 881-9142 or visit
northforkoutback.com.
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BENEFITS OF SUMMER CAMP
Summer camp is something akin to a rite of passage 

for millions of youngsters each year. Many adults look 
back fondly on their experiences at summer camp, often 
crediting such times as formative periods in their lives.

Summer camp benefits children in myriad ways. Rec-
ognition of the many advantages of attending summer 
camp can serve as a great reminder of just how fun it can 
be for children to spend their time off from school at a 
camp of their choosing.

Here are a few of the ways kids benefit from camp time.
Socialization:

Socializing isn’t just for the school year. While chil-
dren in high school might be independent enough to 
come and go with their friends during summer break, 
kids who are still in elementary school or middle school 
might not be old enough to handle such freedom. That 
can make it hard to stay in touch with friends, which in 
turn can contribute to feelings of boredom and loneli-
ness. Camp provides ample opportunities for young chil-
dren to keep socializing  during a time of year when they 
might not see their school friends as often as they’re 
used to.

Expanding horizons:
Though some summer camps are exclusive to resi-

dents of certain communities, some include children 
from many towns or municipalities. Such camps provide 
an opportunity for campers to expand their horizons by 
engaging with youngsters from different backgrounds 
and interests. Indeed, the Graduate School of Education 
at Harvard University notes that summer camp may be 
the first time children spend substantial amounts of time 
with people whose backgrounds differ from their own.
Device-free time:

Camp can get kids off their devices. Modern children 
are growing up in a digital world, and parents know how 
hard it can be to get kids to put down their devices and 
get outdoors. But the key to making that pivot could be 
access to outdoor play spaces. A 2025 study from re-
searchers at the University of Michigan published in the 
journal Health and Place found that efforts to reduce 
kids’ screen time are more successful when children are 
given a chance to play outside. Many summer camps fo-
cus on outdoor play, making them a potentially invalu-
able ally as parents seek to help children cut back on the 

time they spend using their devices. Children who do not 
attend camp and live in households where both parents 
work or in single-parent households where Mom or Dad 
works may be forced to spend much of summer indoors, 
which could increase the frequency with which they turn 
to devices to occupy their time.
Inspiring structure:

Camp adds structure to summer days. Once a school 
year ends, the structure a school day provides vanishes 
into thin air. Couple that with extracurricular activities 
that go on hiatus during summer vacation, and kids ac-
customed to structure are left with little to do and no 
need to schedule their time. That can add an aimlessness 
to summer days. Camp can provide the structure kids are 
accustomed to but still offer a break from responsibili-
ties like homework or the commitments required of ex-
tracurricular activities. Even relaxation happens within 
a structure, teaching a time for work and play.

There’s no shortage of benefits to enrolling youngsters 
in summer camp, where kids can socialize, grow and get 
off their devices while engaged in structured but stress-
free activities. 

Sports Camps
Registration 
opens March 21!

ULS Summer Programs

Our sports camps focus on skill development, teamwork, 
and strategy, allowing young athletes to improve through 
fun drills, games, and friendly competitions. We also offer 
specialized camps like the DeKeyser Training Institute 
Hockey Camp and Detroit Tigers Baseball Camp, where 
young players can learn from the pros.

Detroit Tigers CoEd Baseball Camp

ULS CoEd Baseball Camp

Dekeyser Training Institute
CoEd Hockey Camp

Girls’ Field Hockey

Boys’ & Girls’ LAX

CoEd Soccer

Volleyball

Boys’ & Girls’ Basketball

Learn more at uls.org/summerprograms

032025

More than just fun, camp has lasting positive effects on kids
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Many of the children in 
Grosse Pointe and around 
the whole country enjoy a 
portion of their summers 
at camp. The American 
Camp Association reports 
that 26 million children 
enroll in summer camp 
each year, and many of 
those youngsters make 
memories that last a 
lifetime while building 
lifelong friendships along 
the way.

Camps have become 
even more important in 
recent decades as more 
and more households have 
two working parents. Yet 
single-parent households 
also rely on summer camp 
to keep vacationing kids 
occupied and entertained 
while school is not in 
session and Mom or Dad 
is working. These  home 
situations illustrate how 
important summer camp 
can be and underscore 
the significance of asking 
the right questions 
before enrolling a child 
in camp. In addition to 
inquiring about hours of 
operation, insurance and 
pricing, parents can ask 
the following questions 
to ensure that they 
make the best possible 
decisions about a camp 
for their child.

What is the history of 
the camp?

A camp that has been 
in business for decades is 
not necessarily superior 
to one that opened more 
recently, but it’s still 
worth asking how long a 
camp has been around. 
It might be easier to 
determine if a given camp 
is what you’re looking for 
if it’s been around awhile. 
Such camps may have 
a significant number of 
Google reviews and may 
even provide testimonials 
from past campers and 
parents. A camp that’s 
been around awhile also 
can share information 
regarding its return 
rate, which indicates the 
number of youngsters 
who have come back each 
summer. A strong return 
rate can indicate campers 
enjoy their experiences 
each summer enough to 
return.

Who is eligible to attend 
camp?

Some camps restrict 
enrollment to youngsters 
within a predetermined 
age bracket, while others 
may be exclusive to 
legal residents of the 
town where the camp is 
being held. Eligibility 
is not only a significant 
variable in regard to 
determining who can and 
cannot attend a given 
camp; it’s also notable 
because parents may 
want their children to 
attend a camp that will 
feature some familiar 
faces. Attending camp 
alongside classmates or 
neighbors or teammates 
can calm kids’ nerves and 
make them more excited 
about going to camp each 
day in the summer. But 
camps open to children 
from other towns also can 
be beneficial by allowing 
children to expand their 
social networks beyond 
their own towns.

What is the experience 
of camp staff?

Camp directors and 
staff members spend a 
lot of time with campers 
each summer, so it’s 
important that parents 
ask who these people are, 

how they’re trained and 
how much experience they 
have. No business can 
avoid employee turnover 
completely, so parents who 
hold out for a camp that’s 
had the same employees 
for decades will likely 
find themselves without 
options come the start of 
summer. But questions 
about turnover rate, 
training and the counselor 
selection process are 
viable questions to ask 
prior to enrolling a child 
in a particular camp.

What is the itinerary?

Kids might grow bored 
if camp features the same 
itinerary each day, and 
parents might feel such 
camps are not worth the 
investment. Ask about the 
typical camp itinerary, 
including field trips, daily 
activities, special events, 
and entertainment. The 
more entertaining and fun 
a camp is, the more likely 
youngsters are to love 
spending time there.

Look for a camp with a 
robust variety of activities, 
even within a theme camp 
or camp that specifically 
focuses on a particular 
sport or pastime. Camps 
with a mixture of activities 
and interactions and a 
balance of focus and fun 
are much more likely to 
benefit your child.

Is physical activity part 
of the camp?

Many students attend 
academic camps or camps 
where they learn to play 
music or further their 
existing skils. But parents 
know that physical activity 
is a vital component of 
a healthy lifestyle and a 
great way to make the best 
of the summer sun. When 
considering a specialty 
offering like band camp 
or STEM camp, ask about 
what role, if any, physical 
activity plays in a typical 
day.

Too much sedentary 
study during nice weather 
is bound to make a child 
antsy. While learning a 
discipline, there should 
still be times of relaxation 
and a chance to be 
outdoors and moving in a 
playful enviroment.

Before you know it, 
summer camps will be 
up and runningin full 
swing! Asking the right 
questions early will help 
parents identify the best 
camp for their children 
in time for registration, 
so kids don't miss out on 
signing up.

Knowledge is power, 
especially where your 
children are concerned. 
Be sure you have vetted  a 
camp to your satisfaction, 
so you can relax while 
your kids have fun.

HIGHLIGHTS

Sport clinics

Expert-led STEM experiences

Pottery workshop

Professional art instruction

Live animal experience

Nature photography

ASSUM
PTIONNUR

SERY SCHOOLANDTODDLER CENTER

WEEKLY THEMES
Space Expedition -

Global Explorers -

Magic & Illusion -

Jurassic Park -

Artistic Expression -

Beach Bash -

Science Lab -

Sports Mania -

JJ ffoorr aa eerr ooffJoin us for a fun-filled summer of exciting opportunities!
Enroll for the entire 9-week program or choose one session.

Session I: June 16, 2025 -July 18, 2025
Session II: July 21, 2025 - August 15, 2025

Early Childhood Camp (ages 1-6) Youth Camp (ages 7-10)

R gi r

ENJOY DAILY

Art, Music, Science,
Language Arts, Sports,
Creative Movement,

Assemblies, Guest
Speakers, and more!

LEE

RRRR ggggiiii rrrr

WEEKLY THEMES
Space Expedition -

Global Explorers -

Magic & Illusion -

Jurassic Park -

Artistic Expression -

Beach Bash -

Science Lab -

Sports Mania -

ENJOY DAILY

Art, Music, Science,
Language Arts, Sports,
Creative Movement,

Assemblies, Guest
Speakers, and more!

HIGHLIGHTS

Sport clinics

Expert-led STEM experiences

Pottery workshop

Professional art instruction

Live animal experience

Nature photography

Questions to ask when 
choosing in a summer camp
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Beetle Bailey             
             

             
   Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

Flying McCoys           Glenn McCoy

Ziggy             
             

Tom Wilson

Wizard of Id       Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Andy Capp             
             

             
             

             

© 2025 by Andrews McMeel Syndication
2/27 Solution

Complete the

grid so every row,

column and 3 x 3

box contains

every digit from

1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle

solution

U N I V E R S A L

Sudoku Puzzle
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Family Circus             
             

             
 Bill and Jeff Keane

“Sing some more, Daddy! Mommy’s ladies are

in the living room and they’re all clapping!”

©2025 Bill Keane, Inc.

Dist. by King Features Synd.

www.familycircus.com

Universal Crossword

© 2025 by Andrews McMeel Universal

www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg March 6, 2025

2/27 Solution

Levelheaded by Adam Simpson

3/6

ACROSS

1 Summer 

hummers: 

Abbr.

4 Toga party 

venue

8 A bit of a 

gamble

13 Mauna ___ 

(active 

volcano)

14 Was on TV

16 Best effort, to 

a coach

17 “___ About 

Eve” (Bette 

18 *Squarespace 

purchases

20 Viscous goo

22 Dust bunny 

trapper, 

familiarly

23
stretch of time

24 *The next 

world

28 Competed in 

the last leg of 

a triathlon

29 Modern 

Queen
vocalist

Lambert

30 Black 
waterbird

31 Thick type

32 “Duck Hunt” 

platform, in 

brief

33 Oracle

34 Demon

36 *High school 

band?

38 Oak dropping

40 Eternity: Var.

41
44 Online 

auctioneer

45 “A Visit From 

the Goon 

Squad” author 

Jennifer

46 Alum

47 Egyptian 

cobra

48 *Make many 

demands of

51 Tater morsel

52 Polynesi

taro dish

53 ___ Allan 

Poe

54 Realistic

word i

answe

59
pas ___ 

pipe”

60 Stay
from

61 Fabric u

62 ___ 
Aces

63 Manages, as 

the bar

64 Empty

65 Bea
bu
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12 Improv
mantra

15 Clump of turf

on the green

19
familiarly

21 Studio with a 

lion mascot

25 itat

42 Fruits that 

monkeys eat

43 Do 
something 

about

44 Really 

bothers

45 Teach morals

to
Shiva or 

u, e.g.

ns in 

the paper
ional joey

Witherspoon 

of “Big Little 

El ___ 

(Spanish 

hero)

lutions?

ng-term 

estment 

type
Only POTUS 

 serve 

ore than 

two terms
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Reality Check          Dave Whamond Bizarro             
Dan Piraro and Wayno

Hagar The Horrible             
             

            Dik Browne and Chris Browne

Wumo             
             

             
         Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler 

             
             

             
             

 Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Peanuts             
             

             
             

             
             

             
             

             
             

          Charles M. Schulz

             
             

             
             

        Niklas Eriksso

Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

Hank Ketchum, Scott Ketchum,

Com
ics

Crankshaft          
             

             
             

          Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis

Crock             
             

             
             

  Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

Marmaduke             
             

          Paul & Brad Anderson

Mother Goose and Grim             
             

             
       Mike P

John McPherson

Dennis the Menace             
  Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton
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“Eeaaagghhhh!”

opportunities from a pushy salesman?”

“That was a good idea of yours to put 

some padding up there.”

GROSSE POINTE NEWS, MARCH 6, 2

ted by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 
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Standards Link: Science: Use a model to understand eclipses.

How to Watch the Eclipse

The blood moon will be visible in most of 

North America on Thursday, March 13 and 

Friday, March 14. Here are the times to 

watch for it. With a family member, circle 

your time zone.

What is a blood moon? It 

sounds a little spooky! But it’s 

really nothing to worry about.

Eastern Daylight Time (EDT): 2:26 a.m.–3:31 a.m. (March 14)

Central Daylight Time (CDT): 1:26 a.m.–2:31 a.m. (March 14)

Mountain Daylight Time (MDT): 12:26 a.m.–1:31 a.m. (March 14)

Pacific Daylight Time (PDT): 11:26 p.m. (March 13)–12:31 a.m. (March 14)

Alaska Daylight Time (AKDT): 10:26 p.m.–11:31 p.m. (March 13)

Hawaii Standard Time (HST): 8:26 p.m.–9:31 p.m. (March 13)

•

•

•

•

•

•

Wha
soun
reall

When that happens, 

it’s called a lunar eclipse.

The word lunar

means having 

to do with 

the moon. 

That’s ME!

re

the mo

That’s M

But it doesn’t 

last very long. 

A lunar eclipse is 

over within a 

few hours.
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Standards Link: Language Arts: 

Identify adjectives.

Look through today’s 

newspaper for five 

adjectives that 

describe the moon. 

Write them here:

Describe 

the Moon
How many moons can you 

find in this picture?

© 2025 by Vicki Whiting, Editor    Jeff Schinkel, Graphics    Vol. 41, No. 15

My Home on 

the Moon

Standards Link: Writing: Write narratives 

with details to develop imagined experiences.

Imagine you live in a 

home on the moon. 

Describe what you do 

on an ordinary day.

The adjective lunar 

describes something 

related to the moon.

LUNAR

Try to use the word lunar 

in a sentence today when 

talking with your friends 

and family members.

Neil Armstrong was the 

first human to step on the 

lunar surface.

This week’s word:

Sta
with

Find an advertisement in the newspaper. 

Rewrite the ad to make it about something you 

would need if you took a trip to the moon.

Standards Link: 

Space is the Place

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 

words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 

down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
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MOON

TIME

WATCH

WORRY

ZONE

With hundreds of topics, every 

Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 

features six-to-seven pages of 

high-interest extra learning 

activities for home and 

school! Get your free 

sample today at:

Work with a family member to make 

an eclipse at home.

Flashlight or a

desk lamp

Basketball

Baseball

•

•
•

Stuff you’ll need:

STEPS:

1. One person holds the basketball, 

which represents Earth.

2. Another person holds the baseball, 

representing the moon.

3. In a dark room, point the light at the 

basketball. 

4. The person holding the baseball 

moves it into the shadow of the 

basketball. That’s a total lunar eclipse!

Standards Link: Science: Create a model 

to explain scientific concepts.

Your Neighborhood

It’s what’s most important to you, to your 

kids, to your family. It’s easy to stay on top 

of what is happening around you with the

Subscribing is easy. 

Call 313.343.5578

or visit grossepointenews.com

$4 50 Annual subscription, 

delivered weekly with 

24/7 online access
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Mom & Dad
HeyHey Encourage taking a break 

from devices by sharing 
KID SCOOP with your kids! 

It's a page designed just for 
young ones to explore ideas and 
activities that satisfy curiosoity 
and challenge them with fun 
games and puzzles. 

It's an easy way for the family 
to focus on fun for a few minutes 
each week to enjoy each other in 
an interesting way.

Now is the time to give your 
kids more for the future. Check 
out KID SCOOP in the Section C 
Comics every week!

grossepointenews.com 
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NORTHFORK OUTBACK 
SUMMER HORSE CAMPS

5 day overnight girls camp includes:5 day overnight girls camp includes:
• 12 hours of riding with certif ied instructors• 12 hours of riding with certif ied instructors
• • 10 hours of hands on with lots of educational classes10 hours of hands on with lots of educational classes
• Banquet,  Professional pictures taken with horse• Banquet,  Professional pictures taken with horse
• Horse show for family• Horse show for family
• Lots of fun activities & crafts• Lots of fun activities & crafts
• Serving Michigan for over 20 years• Serving Michigan for over 20 years

5 day overnight girls camp includes:5 day overnight girls camp includes:
• 12 hours of riding with certif ied instructors• 12 hours of riding with certif ied instructors
• • 10 hours of hands on with lots of educational classes10 hours of hands on with lots of educational classes
• Banquet,  Professional pictures taken with horse• Banquet,  Professional pictures taken with horse
• Horse show for family• Horse show for family
• Lots of fun activities & crafts• Lots of fun activities & crafts
• Serving Michigan for over 20 years• Serving Michigan for over 20 years

Have fun, learn safety, Have fun, learn safety, 
build confidence, make friends.build confidence, make friends.

Have fun, learn safety, Have fun, learn safety, 
build confidence, make friends.build confidence, make friends.
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IN THE SWIM!

Kids Pop Color aviator sunglasses in 
several bright colors.

A new swimsuit is a great kickoff 
to a summer wardrobe!

Kids will enjoy camp in high style in a bathing suit from Connie’s 
Children’s Shop in St. Clair Shores. These top brands ensure style and 
durability, taking kids through more than one swim season. Fashion 
swimsuits for boys and girls ages infant through tweens — summer wear, 
shoes, accessories and more are waiting at Connie’s. Visit the store at 

                          23240 Greater Mack Ave or online at shopconnies.com.           
                          Call (586) 777-8020 for more information.

Girls Under Armor one-piece cutout suit.

Girls drawstring 
shorts, great cover 
up for a bathing 
suit. Available in 
aqua green and 
black.

two-piece tankini 
set in pink stripes 
and polka dot 
hearts. Cute 

suit on bottom.

swim shorts in cool 
blue surfboard 

drawstring comfort 

shorts set, left.

Pop Color aviators.

Did you know?

delasallehs.com

D E  L A  S A L L E  C O L L E G I A T E
B U I L D E R S  o f B O Y S .  M A K E R S  o f  M E N .

2025 
SUMMER 

CAMPS
Academic, Artistic, and Athletic 

Camps for Boys and Girls
Grades 3-12

Art • Baseball • Basketball •  Bowling • 

eSports • Football • Golf 

Ice Hockey • Intro to Engineering  

Medical • Robotics • Soccer • 

Speed, Strength, & Agility • Tennis  

Wrestling

SCAN THE QR CODE AND REGISTER TODAY! 

03
20

25

Popular pastime
The popularity of camping is on 
the rise. According to a recent 
camping report from the 
popular camping app The 
Dyrt (2022), 8.3 million 
people went camping in 
the United States for 
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We’ve been your neighborhood Grosse Pointe funeral home We’ve been your neighborhood Grosse Pointe funeral home 
for over a century. Our experienced and compassionate team for over a century. Our experienced and compassionate team 

will walk you through the process and handle every detail. will walk you through the process and handle every detail. 

Serving Our Community Since 1917Serving Our Community Since 1917

Tim Harris
GENERAL MANAGER

 John Campbell
MANAGER

20705 Mack Avenue | Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236 | (313) 884-5500
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Integrity. Heritage. Lifestyle.

2024 Top Producer at Higbie Maxon Agney.

032025

Paula Draper
paula@higbiemaxon.com
313-886-3400
313-310-0211
higbiemaxon.com

When “Groundhog 
Day: The Musical” 
became available for 
l icensing,  Daniel le 
Caralis jumped at the 
chance to bring it to the 
area.

The Grosse Pointe 
Theatre production will 
be performed March 28 
to April 6, at Pierce 
Middle School.

“This is a southeast 
Michigan premier,” said 
Caralis, GPT president. 
“None of our peer theater 
companies in town or in 
the region have done this 
before. That was a real 
big selling point — that 
we can be fi rst.”

Not to mention Caralis 
is a huge fan of the 1993 
movie, starring Bill 
Murray and Andie 
MacDowell.

“I’ve loved the movie 
since my teenage years,” 
she said. “I think it’s a 
hilarious Bill Murray 
comedy the world really 
loves. It has stood the test 
of time in my generation. 
Audiences my age and 
older have a fondness for 
the movie. I’m excited to 
bring it to our theater 
patrons.”

“Groundhog Day: The 
Musical” introduces 
audiences  to  Phi l 
Connors, a cynical TV 
weatherman who finds 
himself stuck in a time 
loop in Punxsutawney, 
Pa.

“He’s reliving his day 

over and over and over 
again,” Caralis said. “He 
has to relive it until he 
can figure out a way 
home. To do that, he has 
to become a better ver-
sion of himself.”

While repeating the 
same day — or same 
scene, as it were — may 
seem like a cakewalk, 
Caralis said it’s been a 
challenge for all involved. 

“We are re-living the 
same day over and over 
again, so it is a challenge 
to keep the set movement 
consistent and clever, yet 
not boring or repetitive,” 
she noted. “Additionally, 
our cast has risen to the 
challenge to deliver the 
exact same performance, 
no matter the day, while 
Phil Connors becomes 
more hostile, destructive, 
hedonistic, resigned … 

and ultimately enlight-
ened. 

“… There’s quite an 
interesting character arc 
for Phil,” she added. “As 
the repeated day hap-
pens, the townspeople 
are the same, but what 
changes is Phil Connors, 
our leading man. He’s 
confused, he’s upset, he’s 
out of his mind, but he 
claws his way back to 
redemption.”

To pull off the chal-
lenging performance, 
Caralis has enlisted a 
top-tier cast, including 
GPT veterans and some 
new additions.

“We have a very tal-
ented cast who have 
given their all to us,” 
Caralis said. “Not only 
are they excellent singers 
and talented actors, but 
they’re bringing these 
characters to life. 

“As for the crew,” she 
continued, “it’s been 
challenging to bring the-
atrical magic to the stage, 
but everyone is on board 
and bringing creative 
solutions. This is not 

your typical structure for 
a musical.”

Songs will guide audi-
ences through the jour-
ney, Caralis said, adding 
that the playbill will look 
more like a concert set 
list than a index of 
scenes. 

“The songs really add 
depth and color to the 
characters and situations 

and help move the plot 
along,” she noted. “In the 
movie, the day ends and 
the scene cuts to the 
alarm clock; it’s 6 a.m. 
and Cher is on the radio. 
In the play, we have to 
repeat the same day; it’s 
more complicated to cre-
ate the repetitive nature 
of the day, but we use 
songs and light cues and 
sound effects. Many of 
the characters have their 
own musical theme. It 
was cleverly composed.”

Music and lyrics are by 
Tim Minchin and book is 
by Danny Rubin, who co-
wrote the original fi lm.

“The audience is going 
to see characters they 
know and love, like Ned 
Ryerson, the insurance 
salesman, and Mrs. 
Lancaster with her bed-
and-breakfast,” Caralis 
assured. “All the major 
characters from the 
movie are in the play.”

“Groundhog Day: The 
Musical,” however, has a 
PG-13 rating for adult 
language and content, 
Caralis advised.

“It’s exciting to bring 
brand new material to 
our patrons,” Caralis 
said. “Grosse Pointe 
Theatre has a highly cul-
tivated but broad range 
of shows every season. 
This one is a new, hot-
off-the-press show. It’s 
great for date night or if 
you’re looking for a good 
laugh and a trip down 
memory lane.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Musical makes regional debut March 28 to April 6

GPT presents ‘Groundhog Day’ 
… after day, after day, after day

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GPT

From left, Kevin Fitzhenry, Kyle O’Donnell, Justin 
Kazanowki, Alan Neuwirth and Mario Simone star 
in “Groundhog Day: The Musical.”

From left, Mario Simone, Justin Kazanowki and Kyle O’Donnell.

Above, Mario Simone as Phil and Manda Borden as 
Rita. Right, from left, Kevin Fitzhenry as camera 
man, Manda Borden as Rita and Mario Simone as 
Phil Connors.

The cast
Mario Simone as Phil Connors
Manda Borden as Rita
Alan Neuwirth as Ned Ryerson
Hannah Roth as Nancy Taylor

The ensemble
Kyle O’Donnell, Olyvia 
O’Donnell, Kris Wright, Cara 
Motzkus, Erica Clarke, Benji 
Timpf, Charlie Rinderknecht, 
Sarah Bryant, Panos Varlamos, 
Peter DiSante, Justin 
Kazanowski, Erin Marie Mee, 
Kevin Fitzhenry, Zak Shugart, 
Alex Mardlin, Janine 
Wisniewski, Sophie 
Leszczynski and Silas Wooten

The crew
Danielle Caralis, director; 
Emma Kruse, assistant direc-
tor; Randie Kohler and Arlene 
Schoenherr, co-producers; 
Marie Reinman, vocal director; 
Jim Territo, music director; 
Amy Ricker, stage manager; 
Soula Burns, assistant stage 
manager; Stephanie Butler 
and Jillian Evennou, co-cos-
tume design; Don Bischoff, 
tech director and co-set de-
signer; Tracy Bischoff, co-set 
designer and scenic painter; 
Catie Hauff, choreographer; 
Kristina Kamm Mardline, light-
ing designer; Eric Leszczynski, 
lighting adviser; Eric Sieh, 
sound designer; Theresa 
Selvaggio, hair and makeup 
design; Lyndsey Briggs and 
Linda Zublick, co-properties
Stella Woitulewicz, set dresser; 
Megan Nash and Sara Shook, 
social media team

The details
What: Grosse Pointe Theatre 
presents “Groundhog Day: The 
Musical”
When: 
8 p.m. Friday, March 28
8 p.m. Saturday, March 29
2 p.m. Sunday, March 30
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 2
7:30 p.m. Thursday, April 3
8 p.m. Friday, April 4
8 p.m. Saturday, April 5
2 p.m. Sunday, April 6
Where: Pierce Middle School, 
15430 Kercheval, Grosse 
Pointe Park
Tickets: $35 weekends, $25 
weeknights
More info: gpt.org
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Grosse Pointe Theatre 
will hold open auditions 
from 10 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, April 5, at 315 
Fisher, City of Grosse 
Pointe, for its upcoming 
12th annual Take Ten: 
T e n - M i n u t e  P l a y 
Festival. 

A variety of 10-minute 
plays were submitted 
from around the world 
and the top 10 adjudi-
cated plays will be per-
formed at this year’s 
festival, June 12 and 13. 
The group is looking for 
diverse actors to fill 
many adult roles of vari-
ous ages for the 10-min-
ute plays.

Participants do not 
need to be experienced 
actors; they just need to 
have a desire to learn, be 
convincing in their por-
trayal and be willing to 
work creatively as a team 
to produce a believable 
story — all in 10 minutes. 

Those cast will need to 
become members of 
Grosse Pointe Theatre.

Rehearsals begin in 
April and continue 
through the opening of 
the festival. Specific 
rehearsal schedules will 

be determined by each 
p l a y ’ s  d i r e c t o r . 
Performance dates will 
be 7 p.m. Thursday, June 
12, and Friday, June 13. 
Actors must be available 
for tech week and all per-
formances.

Visit gpt.org/auditions/ 
to fi ll out and submit an 
audition form. Forms 
also will be available at 
auditions April 5.

For more information, 
email playfestival@gpt.
org.

Open auditions April 5 for 
GPT’s Ten-Minute Play Festival

PHOTO BY PATRICIA ELLIS

From left, Erin DiSante of St. Clair Shores, Mateo Manriquez of Harper Woods 
and Phil Potter of St. Clair Shores auditioned for Grosse Pointe Theatre’s 2024 
Ten-Minute Play Festival.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers a variety of classes 
a n d  p r o g r a m s . 
Registration is required 
at (313) 882-9600 for the 
following:

◆ The movie “Joy” is 
shown at noon Friday, 
March 21. Cost is $3 for 
members, $5 for guests.

◆ Jazz and Art at The 
Helm, 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 25. 
Presenters  include 
Michelle Boggess-Nunley 
of Posterity Gallery and 
musical duo Gwen and 
Charles Scales. Cost is 
$25 for members, $35 for 
guests.

◆ Taking the Mystery 
Out of Balance and 
Posture, 1:30 to 3 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 26, 
with instructor Paul 
Clark. Free for members, 
$5 for guests.

◆ Online Security 
Behaviors and Practices, 
noon to 1:30 p.m. 
Thursday, March 27, 

with presenter Jim 
Creighton.

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:

◆ 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Friday, March 21, 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
Community Center, 
20025 Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Woods.

◆ 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday, March 24, Ford 
House, 1100 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Shores.

◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 
Friday,  March 28, 
Recreation Authority of 
Roseville & Eastpointe, 
1 8 1 8 5  S y c a m o r e , 
Roseville.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

Ecumenical 
Breakfast

The Grosse Pointe 
Men ’s  Ecumenica l 
Breakfast group meets at 
7:45 a.m. Friday, March 

AREA ACTIVITIES

See EVENTS, page 6B
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ENJOY Your NEXT 

DRINKon us!
TO REDEEM GIVE THIS COUPON TO YOUR SERVER

Not to exceed $15 value. Not valid with any other o rs, 
specials, or discounts. Cannot be redeemed as cash. 
One per party. Expiration: 07/31/2025 

SCAN TO VIEW
EARLY BIRD MENU

SCAN TO MAKE
A RESERVATION

PRIX FIXE
M E N U

N O W  O F F E R I N G

Available SUN-  THUR |  3 :30PM -  5 :30PM
FRI  &  SAT |  3 :30PM -  5 :00PM

EatPasta.io  |  17043 Kercheval Ave, Grosse Pointe, MI 48230  |  313-300-6319  |               @eatpastaio_grosse_pointe

032025 03
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17112 Kercheval Avenue
Grosse Pointe • In The Village

313-887-1774 • www.shopsmallfavors.com
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BEST
BEST

of the

20 24

Easter Has Arrived!
Shop bunnies, baskets, sweet treats and

everything you need to make Easter special!

16840 KERCHEVAL AVE.
313-881-0566  DAWOODGP.COM

3 DAYS ONLY   MARCH 20-21-22
BUY 3 OR 

MORE SALE 
ITEMS AND 

GET 60% OFF

BUY 1
SALE ITEM
AND GET
40% OFF

BUY 2
SALE ITEMS

AND GET
50% OFF

032025

Sun: 10:00am - 3:00pm
Sat: 10:00am - 7:30pm
Mon-Fri: 10:00am - 7:30pm

(313) 435-0437

Grosse Pointe, MI 48230
17012 Kercheval Avenue
GrossePointe,MI
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Making Birthdays 
a Cakewalk

The Village Groom Room

16894 Kercheval Place • Grosse Pointe Michigan
(313)955-2880

Full Service Grooming for Dogs

Please call to set your appointment
and get your pup pampered!!

y ppy pp

Now Accepting new clients
Smaller pups under 40 lbs.

03
20

25
P
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As winter’s chill starts 
to subside, the Grosse 
Pointe Chamber of 
Commerce is warming 
up for a series of spring 
programming.

They’ll kick it off with 
the annual Mayors’ 
Prayer Breakfast, which 
takes place 7:30 to 10 
a.m. Thursday, May 1, 
National Day of Prayer. 
The Grosse Pointe Yacht 
Club once again will 
host the popular event, 
which invites the may-
ors of the five Grosse 
Pointes and Harper 
Woods to a meal that’s 
open to the public.

Local financial advi-
sor, Eric Backman, will 
g i v e  t h e  k e y n o t e 
address.

“He shares an interest-
ing story about his life,” 
said Abigail Turnbull, 
chamber membership 
and events coordinator. 
“He was an atheist … 
and was searching for 
answers. He found the 

Catholic faith. Since 
then, his eyes have been 
open to God. He’s very 
involved in his church 
(St. Paul on the Lake 
Catholic Church) and is 
passionate about his 
faith.”

Turnbull said she’s 
excited for guests to 
learn more about the 
speaker.

“We want to celebrate 
his story,” Chamber 
Execut ive  Director 
Jennifer Boettcher said, 
“and leave inspired.”

Tickets for the break-
fast are $55 before 
Friday, April 11, and $65 
after. They may be pur-
chased online at grosse-
pointechamber.com.

New program
Next up, the chamber 

hosts its fi rst Community 
Impact Day, which takes 
place 1 to 4 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 14.

“We will have a variety 
of projects and volunteer 
opportunities for people 
in Grosse Pointe and 
beyond,” Turnbull said. 
“It’s a big day of service. 
There will be things like 
gardening and painting, 
or even a one-off passion 
project.”

Projects range from 
picking up trash to gar-

dening to photography, 
Boettcher noted. 

“It’s open to all ages,” 
she added. “Just come to 
the chamber’s website 
for a list of jobs. The vol-
unteers can pick what 
projects they would like 
to work on.”

“We’re encouraging 
our members to use it as 
a team-building day,” 
Turnbull added. “They’ll 
be making our commu-
nity even more beautiful 
as we go into the sum-
mer months.”

Available volunteer 

opportunities include:
◆ The Helm — mulch 

and garden bed cleanup
◆ Ford House — gar-

den cleanup and weed-
ing

◆  Grosse Pointe 
Woods — planting fl ow-
ers

◆ Grosse Pointe Public 
Library branches — 
mulch laying at all 
branches and flower 
planting at Central 
Branch

◆ Trees of Grosse 
Pointe: A Living Heritage 
— capture photos to doc-
ument trees in the 
Pointes

“It’s for nonprofi t orga-
nizations that need extra 
helping hands,” Boettcher 
said, noting Community 
Impact Day is part of a 
statewide initiative that 
was created by a fellow 
Michigan chamber.

“They’d done it for sev-
eral years and it became 
very popular,” Boettcher 
said. “They wanted to 
make it a Michigan initia-
tive. We are among a 
dozen or so chambers in 

Michigan participating in 
this Community Impact 
Day. It’s about bringing 
unity and working 
together as a team. This 
is our first year. We’re 
hoping by next year it will 
grow substantially.”

Volunteers must sign 
up to participate by 
Tuesday, April 8. Every 
registered volunteer will 
receive a Community 
Impact Day T-shirt from 
the chamber. At day’s 
end, volunteers will be 
treated to a barbecue at a 
location to be deter-
mined.

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Step into spring with the Grosse Pointe Chamber

See CHAMBER, page 6B

SHO
P & DINE IN THE VILLAGE

New Arrivals in our
Spring Collection

Preservation • Shadowboxes • Paintings •
Needlepoints • Photographs • Sports Memorabilia

• Degrees & Certificates • 3D Objects •
Newspapers & Magazines • Posters • Records •
Canvas Stretching • Textiles • Jerseys & More!

Now available at Posterity!

Over 35 years of professional art &
framing services.

Rotatingg Monthly Exhibitions

The Getaway by Tony Roko

032025

17005 Kercheval Ave. • Grosse Pointe
posterityartgallery.com
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In The Village 
16847 Kercheval Avenue • Grosse Pointe

313-882-6880
www.theleagueshop.com

Monday - Saturday 11am - 5pm - Closed Sundays

Visit our NEW Website!
TheLeagueShop.com

Tabletop & Entertainment
 Gifts & Bridal Registry
Stationery & Seasonal

—SHOP 24 HOURS A DAY—

BEST
BEST

of the

20          22

BEST
BEST

of the

20           23

BEST
BEST

of the

20           24

Shop with us in store 16906 Kercheval Ave
in the Village of Grosse Pointe, or online

shopglitterandscotch.com
(313) 571-3607
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OPEN
NOW!

MONDAY - SATURDAY
11 AM - 5 PM

OPEN
NOW!

MONDAY - SATURDAY
11 AM - 5 PM

17110 KERCHEVAL - LOWER LEVEL  GROSSE POINTE 032025

032025
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OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.
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25555 Gratiot Avenue • ROSEVILLE
or visit us at: www.thegoldcove.com
Store Hours: Monday-Friday 10-6 • Saturday 10-4586-359-6062

WE BUYWE BUY
GOLD!GOLD!

WE BUYWE BUY
GOLD!GOLD!

WE BUY: Entire Estates
DIAMONDS • COINS • GOLD • SILVERDIAMONDS • COINS • GOLD • SILVER

• Platinum • Estate Jewelry
• Wrist & Pocket Watches

Family OwnedFamily Owned
and Operatedand Operated

&Jewelry Coins

Judith Kay Testa

Judith Kay Testa, 84, 
died peacefully Friday, 
Feb. 28, 2025.

Judith had numerous 
nicknames, including 
Judy, Jude, Jibby Judy 
and Judy Pudy, to name 
a few. These terms of 
endearment were signs 
that she was dearly 
loved by those who 
knew her.

Judy was born May 22, 
1940, at Harper Hospital 
in Detroit, the second 
child of Harold and 
Catherine Johnson. She 
was the dear wife of 
Robert  Testa;  and 
beloved mother of Lisa 
Ulbrich (Peter) and Rob 
Testa. She also is sur-
vived by her loving sib-
lings, Barbara McBrearty, 
Harold Johnson (Jo 
Ann), Kitty Lavery (Fred) 
and Susan Peterson. She 
was predeceased by her 
youngest sibling, Mary 
Beth Sheehan; and broth-
ers- in-law, Wil l iam 
McBrearty and Robert 
Peterson. Her favorite 
title was that of grand-
mother to Jay, Chuck and 
Evie Ulbrich. She also 
was a caring aunt to 
many nieces and neph-
ews.

Judy spent her early 
childhood in Detroit and 
attended St. Theresa 
Visitation School. Her 
family then moved to 
Grosse Pointe and she 
graduated from St. Paul 
High School in 1958. She 
married Bob in March 
1968. She spent a num-
ber of years working at 
Campbell Ewald and 
then took time off to start 
a family. When she re-
entered the workforce, 
she eventually landed at 
Adlhoch & Associates as 
the offi ce manager and 
bookkeeper. She worked 
there for 42 years and 
made lifelong friends 
who continued to be an 
important part of her life, 
even after she retired at 
age 80.

Judy was an avid 
reader before her vision 
declined due to macular 
degeneration. She was 
creative and excelled at 
whatever new hobby she 
picked up, whether cook-
ing, baking, crafting 
homemade ornaments, 
sewing or knitting. Her 
longest-lasting hobby 
was creating and paint-
ing various forms of pot-
tery in the tiny room 
under the stairs, referred 
to as the “ceramic room” 
to this day, at her home 
on Parkcrest Drive, often 
doing so alongside her 
mom and daughter.  

Judy learned to make 

pasta, sauce and other 
traditional Italian dishes 
from the best — her 
mother - in - law and 
grandmother-in-law. She 
spent countless hours 
preparing these meals 
with love and was known 
for her amazing spa-
ghetti and meatball din-
ners, which she only 
stopped making within 
the last year.  

Judy was a considerate 
soul and a great listener 
with sage advice that she 
was thoughtful enough to 
dispense only upon 
request. Her quick wit 
kept her family, friends 
and co-workers in 
stitches. Some of her 
memorable sayings that 
hold a special place in 
her family’s hearts 
include, “This too shall 
pass,” “Treat others as 
you want to be treated,” 
“You never know what 
someone else is going 
through,” “That’s allota 
pachansa” (used to call 
someone out for being 
less than honest) and 
“You’re so good looking” 
(in response to a sneeze, 
as she was a big fan of 
“Seinfeld”).  

There are many heart-
warming memories of 
her, including her love 
for Johnny Mathis and 
Barbara Streisand, Pepsi 
over Coke and Bud Light 
over wine; her love notes 
and cards that made peo-
ple feel like the most spe-
cial person in the world; 
endless meals at National 
Coney Island, Salvatore 
S c a l l o p i n i ,  J u m p s 
Restaurant, Bogart’z 
Food & Spirits, Champs 
Rotisserie & Seafood and 
the front window table at 
City Kitchen; her stub-
born refusal to wear 
denim or shorts; and her 
plethora of shirts, blouses 
and sweaters, all in beige. 
There also were a 
decade’s worth of sum-
mers spent at the Johnson 
farmhouse in Cheboygan, 
ferry rides to Mackinac 
Island, trips to the Detroit 
Zoo, summers spent at 
the cottage on Mullet 
Lake  and  annua l 
reunions at Neff Park, 
just to name a few.  

There were countless 
sporting events and recit-
als Grandma Pudy 
attended for all of her 
grandkids. She even was 
named honorary man-
ager by her grandson’s 
basketball team and 
given her own jersey, as 
she was their most sup-
portive fan. The lengths 
she would go to fi nd the 
most obscure toys that 
were sold out everywhere 
were quite impressive. 
Her sleepovers and play-

dates were legendary 
and frequent. Jay, Chuck 
and Evie were her pride 
and joy. She never 
missed an opportunity to 
share her wisdom and 
affection with them and 
they will never question 
how special they were to 
her. This close bond was 
evident by the fact they 
had weekly phone calls 
with her.

Even near the end of 
her life, when the tasks of 
daily living were becom-
ing more diffi cult, Judy 
often led with kindness 
and appreciation. Almost 
every person who inter-
acted with her made it a 
point to tell Judy’s family 
she thanked them for 
doing their job well. It 
was such a simple ges-
ture, yet people were 
incredulous that some-
one in her situation 
would be so thoughtful 
as to make them feel val-
ued. Judy was a gem and 
her legacy of love will be 
treasured by so many.

Funeral services will be 
held at a later date. 
Memorial donations may 
be  made  to  the 
BrightFocus Foundation 
for macular degeneration 
research, 22512 Gateway 
Center Dr., Clarksburg, 
MD 20871, donate.
br ight focus .org /b f f /
donate.

Jean Marie Lyon 
Kennary

Jean Marie Lyon 
Kennary, 95, passed 
away Sunday, March 9, 
2025, at home in her 
sleep after a nice evening 
spent with family. She 
was a shining light in the 
lives of all who had the 
privilege of knowing her. 
Her life was marked by 
compassion for others 
and an unwavering faith. 

Jean was born March 
23, 1929, in Detroit, to 
Gladys Yole Lyon and 
James Bertram Lyon, 
who were originally from 
Fort Ann, N.Y.

Jean graduated from 
St. Anthony High School 
in Detroit in 1946. She 
was a dedicated student 
with a thirst for knowl-
edge and enjoyed the sci-
ences. She also was a 
member of the St. 
Anthony’s basketball 
team and remembered 
her high school years 
fondly.

S h e  r e c e i v e d  a 
Bachelor of Science 
d e g r e e  f r o m  t h e 
University of Detroit in 
1950. Following her aca-
demic interests, Jean 
pursued a career in 
chemistry and worked as 

a researcher at Parke-
Davis from 1950-58, test-
ing chemical compounds 
in pharmaceutical drug 
trials.

She married James 
Martin Kennary Jr., 
M.D., in June 1955, in 
Detroit. Several years 
later, Jean and Jim 
moved to Grosse Pointe 
Farms, where they raised 
their four children.

Those who knew Jean 
can attest that family and 
faith were the most 
important aspects of her 
life. She devoted count-
less hours volunteering 
with the Christ Child 
Society, Bon Secours 
Assistance League and 
St. Paul on the Lake 
Catholic Church and 
School.

Jean was a life member 
o f  the  Tau  Beta 
Association and an active 
member of the Country 
Club of Detroit, where 
she was known to be a 
fi ercely competitive mas-
ter bridge player. She 
also loved playing euchre 
“with the younger girls.” 
She enjoyed some “bad 
golf” and her ladies’ 
bowling league over the 
years. Jean also was an 
avid reader and never 
seemed to be without a 
book. Another favorite 
activity was doing 
research and investing in 
the stock market as a 
member of several wom-
en’s investment clubs.

Jean loved researching 
genealogy and family 
history, often dragging 
her children and friends 
to churches and grave-
yards all over the world. 
She traveled extensively 
throughout her life to 
many destinations with 
friends and family.

At 95, Jean lived inde-
pendently in her beloved, 
memory-filled home of 
more than 60 years. She 
also kept up with the 
times, following friends 
and family on Instagram 
w i t h  h e r  h a n d l e 
@grandmajlk. Those 
who knew Jean will 
remember her quick wit, 
fierce independence, 
style and grace. She will 
leave a lasting impact on 
all who crossed her path.

Jean was predeceased 
by her husband, James 
M. Kennary Jr., M.D.; 
and sister, Kathryn Lyon 
Michalik. She is survived 
by her daughters, Ellen 
Doyle (Michael) of 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
M a u r e e n  W a t k i n s 
(David) of Pisgah Forest, 
N.C. and Leland, and 
Jean  Kennary  o f 
Pompano Beach, Fla.; 
and son, James M. 
Kennary  l l l  (Gay 
Chapman) of Pacific 
Palisades, Calif. She also 
is survived by eight 
grandchildren, Bridget 
Doyle, Hanna Doyle 
(Erik Swift), Jack Doyle, 
Sarah Watkins, William 
W a t k i n s  ( M a r g o t 
Sheridan), Elizabeth 
Watkins, Hadley Kennary 
(Collin Pastore) and 
Griffi n Kennary.

Visitation will be held 
at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, 
March 22, in the gather-
ing space at St. Paul on 
the Lake Cathol ic 
Church, 157 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. A 
funeral Mass will follow 
at 10 a.m. 

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 

be made to the Pope 
Francis Center, 2915 W. 
Hancock, Detroit, MI 
48208,  popefrancis
center.org/#donate. 

Share a memory at 
verheyden.org. 

Carol L. Marantic
Carol L. Marantic, 88, 

of St. Clair Shores, 
passed away peacefully 
Friday, March 7, 2025.

Carol was born Sept. 
26, 1936, to Ches and 
Katheryn Larsen of 
Detroit. She attended 
The Liggett School in 
Detroit (now University 
Liggett School), where 
she made many lifelong 
friends. She went on to 
achieve a degree at 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University.  

Carol married Robert J. 
Marantic and had two 
sons. They lived in 
Grosse Pointe many 
years, until her hus-
band’s death in 2015. She 
then moved to St. Clair 
Shores. 

Those who knew Carol 
remember her as an avid 
sports fan and loyal 
Spartan and will remem-
ber her love of Detroit 
and its history and her 
pride in her family heri-
tage. Her friends admired 
her strong and indepen-
dent spirit, candor and 
humor. 

The family is respect-
ing Carol’s wishes to 
have a private service for 
immediate family only at 
the Great Lakes National 
Cemetery in Holly, where 
she will be interred with 
her veteran husband, 
Robert.  

Carol is survived by her 
son, John; and nephew, 
Tigre. She was prede-
ceased by her husband, 
Robert, in 2015; and 
eldest son, Michael, in 
2009.  

William F. Foote
William F Foote, 74, 

died Friday, March 14, 
2025, after a battle with 
lung and other cancers. 

William was born April 
11, 1950, in Stevens 
Point, Wis., to William J. 
Foote and Blanche 
Quinncannon Foote. He 
grew up in Wisconsin 
Rapids, Wis., where he 
g r a d u a t e d  f r o m 
A s s u m p t i o n  H i g h 
School. He joined the 
U.S. Marine Corps, 
served in Vietnam and 
received an honorable 
discharge as a lance cor-
poral. He received a 
bachelor’s degree in psy-
chology from Saint 
Norbert College in De 
Pere, Wis., and worked 
for various non-govern-
mental organizations 
resettling refugees from 
Southeast Asia. He then 
worked as a federal 
agent hearing cases for 
asylum. 

William most recently 
lived in Grosse Pointe. 
He was the proud father 
of two amazing sons, 
Brian and Alexander. He 
leaves behind three sib-
lings, Mary Foote of New 
York City, John Foote of 
Chaska, Minn., and 
Daniel Foote of Grove 
City, Ohio, as well as var-
ious nieces, nephews 
and cousins. He was pre-
deceased by his parents; 

and two sisters, Martha 
and Anne. 

A memorial service 
will take place at a later 
date in Wisconsin. 
Memorial donations may 
be made to St. Coletta of 
W i s c o n s i n ,  N 4 6 3 7 
C o u n t y  R o a d  Y , 
Jefferson, WI 53549, 
stcolettawi.org/donate. 

Arrangements were 
entrusted to Chas. 
Verheyden Inc.

Joan Geisler
Joan (nee Houle) 

Geisler, 78, passed away 
Friday, March 14, 2025, 
surrounded by family 
after a fi ve-year coura-
geous battle with kidney 
and heart failure. 

Joan was born Nov. 2, 
1946, in the Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan. 
She and her family 
moved to Detroit and 
then Dearborn Heights, 
where she graduated 
from Lowrey High 
School in 1965. She then 
moved to Grosse Pointe, 
where she spent her col-
lege years at Wayne 
State University. 

During her graduation 
ceremony in 1969, she 
met the love of her life, 
Karl Geisler. With more 
than 50 years of mar-
riage, children Lisa and 
Janet (Todd),  plus 
grandchildren Connor, 
Ab iga i l ,  Joe l  and 
Whitaker, life was very 
good to the couple.

Joan’s fi rst career was 
teaching elementary 
school. She then stayed 
home to raise her family. 
During that time she 
was active at St. Paul 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Grosse Pointe 
Farms, teaching Sunday 
school and adult educa-
tion. She also was active 
in the leadership of her 
church and led minis-
tries for the Southeastern 
Synod Evange l ica l 
Lutheran Churches of 
America. With the call of 
the Holy Spirit, she 
became an associate in 
ministry and served 
three congregations 
before retiring in 2000.

Traveling to more than 
30 countries with Karl 
was always a delight. 
She believed God’s 
world was amazing. 
When health prevented 
her from traveling, 
Joan’s interests contin-
ued wi th  creat ive 
endeavors such as deco-
rating and gardening, 
with Karl’s help.

A celebration of Joan’s 
life will be held at 11 
a.m. Saturday, March 
22, at Beautiful Savior 
Lutheran Church in 
Bloomfield Hills, 5631 
N. Adams, Bloomfield 
Hills, MI 48304.

Carol L. MaranticJean Marie KennaryJudith Kay Testa

Joan Geisler

See OBITS, page 5B
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Jeffrey Hartwick 
Connor

Jef frey  Hartwick 
Connor, 57, died Friday, 
March 7, 2025, sur-
rounded by his family in 
Walnut Creek, Calif., after 
an extended illness.

Jeffrey was born Sept. 
14, 1967, in Detroit, to 
Laurence and Clare 
Connor. He spent his 
early days in Grosse 
Pointe, where he attended 
University Liggett School 
through sixth grade. He 
then  enro l l ed  in 
Eaglebrook Middle 
School in Deerfield, 
Mass., and graduated in 
1986 from Pomfret School 
in Pomfret, Conn. After a 
year at Miami University, 
he attended New York 
University, where he 
obtained a bachelor’s 
degree in education in 
1990, and a master’s 
degree in education in 
1992.  

Jeff was a teacher 
throughout his entire 
working life. He started 
teaching public school in 
the Bronx after gradua-
tion and then returned to 
Eaglebrook in 1996, 
where he taught English, 
coached football, basket-
ball and baseball and 
served as chairman of the 
performing arts depart-
ment. After leaving 
Eaglebrook, he held a 
series of teaching appoint-
ments at various locations 
throughout the northeast, 
Florida and California, 
and also engaged in 
online teaching and tutor-
ing for various private 
organizations. While 
teaching in New York, 
Jeff met and fell in love 
with Erika Argueta. They 
married in 1998, and had 
two children.

He was a man of many 
interests. Despite living 
all over the country, he 
was a loyal Detroit and 
Michigan sports fan and 
faithfully followed all the 
Detroit teams, as well as 
those of the University of 
Michigan. Throughout his 
life, he maintained his 
keen interest in drama 
and the arts and produced 
several plays while living 
in New York. He often 
promoted student partici-
pation in drama and artis-
tic productions at his 
teaching locations. A tal-
ented musician, he played 
piano and guitar, wrote 
music and entertained 
many with his ability to 
improvise and pick up 
tunes by ear. He also was 
a writer and was working 
on a book at the time of 
his death. He loved the 
outdoors, particularly the 
northern part of the Lower 
Peninsula of Michigan, 
and Vermont, where he 
had a home near 
Brattleboro. From 2022 to 
2024, he temporarily 
moved to Grosse Pointe to 
help care for his mother, 
who was experiencing 
serious medical problems. 
His compassion also was 
demonstrated by the 
many hours throughout 
his life he spent as a vol-
unteer for hospice.

Jeff was a loyal and 
devoted family man and 
friend with sincere empa-
thy for others. His com-
pelling personality, talent, 
unique sense of humor 
and intelligent insights on 
life will be greatly missed 
by all who knew him.

Jeff was predeceased by 
his mother, Clare Connor. 
He is survived by his wife, 
Erika; their two children, 
Alexandra and Benjamin; 
his father, Laurence 
Connor; and sister, Lynne 
Scoville (Larry). A private 
memorial will be held at a 
later date in northern 
Michigan. 

Memorial donations 
may be made to the New 
England Youth Theater, 
100 Flat, Brattleboro, VT 
05301, neyt.org/2024-
annual-appeal, or the giv-
er’s local hospice chapter.

George Theodore 
Roumell Jr.

George Theodore 
Roumell Jr., 96, passed 
away peacefully Friday, 
Jan. 17, 2025, at his home 
in Grosse Pointe Farms. 

George was born in 
Port Huron and grew up 
in Detroit. He earned his 
undergraduate degree at 
the  Univers i ty  o f 
Michigan, where he was 
student body president. 
Passionate about his 
alma mater, he chanted 
“Go Blue!” all of his wak-
ing days. In 1954, George 
graduated from Harvard 
Law School, where he 
won its Ames Moot Court 
Competition. It was at 
Harvard that Professor 
Archibald Cox, who went 
on to be solicitor general 
of the United States, fore-
shadowed George’s 
career by giving him an 
A+ in his Labor Law 
class. 

Upon graduating from 
law school, George 
returned to Detroit. 
Following Federal Court 
and Michigan Supreme 
Court judicial clerkships, 
he went into private prac-
tice and specialized in 
labor law. In 1968, along 
with a high school class-
mate, he formed the law 
fi rm, Riley and Roumell. 

Known for his out-
standing oratory skills, 
George argued one of the 
leading civil rights deseg-
regation cases before the 
U.S. Supreme Court — 
Milliken v. Bradley 
(Milliken II). He devel-
oped a nationwide labor 
arbitration practice and 
was a prolifi c arbitrator 
up until his death. He 
also was a frequent key-
note speaker at labor law 
conferences around the 
U.S.

For more than 60 years, 
a role George cherished 
was teaching labor law at 
Detroit College of Law, 
which later became the 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University College of 
Law. He became the lon-
gest-serving faculty 
member in its history and 
was known for having a 
signifi cant infl uence on 
his students. 

Roumell served as 
president of the State Bar 
of Michigan from 1985-
86. Throughout his 
career, he received 
numerous  awards , 
including the State Bar of 
Michigan’s Roberts P. 
Hudson Award, John W. 
Reed Michigan Lawyer 
Legacy Award and 
A m e r i c a n  B a r 
Association Whitney 
North Seymour Award. 

A service to celebrate 
his life will take place at 
3 p.m. on Friday, April 
4, at Grosse Pointe 
Memorial Church, 16 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, with a reception 
to follow. 

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 
be made to the Michigan 
State University College 
of Law George Roumell 
Scholarship fund, give.
msu.edu/?sid=19862. 

Jean Leete 
Stewart

Jean Leete Stewart, 88, 
passed away Monday, 
March 3, 2025.

Laughter, smiles, con-
nection and a sense of 
irony were the keys to 
Jean’s life. She was fortu-
nate enough to have a 
beneficial education at 
Grosse Pointe High 
School, Smith College 
and post-degree studies at 
Wayne State University in 
Detroit. Her lifelong 
friends gave her so much 
pleasure, including a 
happy 64-year marriage 
to the kind, fun-loving 
Donald Bruce Stewart, 
with whom she shared the 
love of art, choral music, 
dancing, sports and travel.

Jean started singing 
with Grosse Pointe 
Memorial Church under 
director Malcolm Johns 
and continued with the 
Smith College Glee Club 
and Noteworthy — a 
12-member ensemble of 
the Ibex Arts Group in 
Grosse Pointe. She also 
sang with the Alpena 
Community Chorus under 
Jim and Mary Louise Hart 
until 2023, as well as 
many church choirs. She 
and Don were co-presi-
dents of the Villagers 
Dance Club and danced 
wherever it was allowed. 
They both loved painting 
and had many watercolor 
and oil paintings in com-
petitions at Art in The Loft 
in Alpena and Besser 
Museum for Northeast 
Michigan. She and Don 
were active members of 
the Thunder Bay Arts 
Council and she was a 
member of the Northeast 
Michigan Artist Guild. 
They traveled the world, 
including 49 of the 50 
United States. Her life 
work included setting up 
and managing dental and 
medical offi ces downstate 
and teaching fi rst to ninth 
grade.

Her work life with Don 
included co-managing 
LaQuinta Hotels and a 
wholesale jewelry busi-
ness named Small Bridge 
Studios with locations in 
Michigan and Arizona. 
They also repped artists’ 
lines of jewelry at art 
shows.

Jean loved sports her 
entire life, from synchro-
nized swimming with 
Grosse Pointe High 
School and Smith College 
teams, to competitive 
swimming at the Detroit 
Boat Club, where she was 
co-captain. Don and Jean 
played golf at Alpena Golf 
Club and Lost Lake 
Woods and enjoyed team 
tennis.

Her loving, exuberant 
and fun-loving family 
includes Don; their two 
sons, Robert Bruce 
(Mindy) and Jonathan 
Bruce (Jane); and five 
grandchildren, Ellen 
George Stewart (Dylan 
Brown), Anna Leete 
Stewart, Robert Bruce 
Stewart Jr., Grace Carolyn 
Stewart and Duncan 
MacKenzie Stewart. She 
joins her sister, Anne 
Parcells; and stepsister, 
Mary Evely. She also is 
survived by siblings, John 
Hopkin Leete (Trudy) and 
Liz Hacking; and stepsis-
ter, Susan Schuur Plotkin.

Jean will be cremated at 
Gillies Funeral Home in 
Lincoln, Mich. A service 

takes place 1 p.m. 
Saturday, April 26, at New 
Life Lutheran Church in 
Spruce. Memorial dona-
tions may be made to the 
church, 25 Kirche in the 
Woods, Spruce, MI 48762, 
or Hospice of Michigan, 
hom.org/donate/. 

William Brewster 
Moseley

Will iam Brewster 
Moseley, 95, passed away 
Tuesday, March 11, 2025. 

William was born Dec. 
28, 1929, in Evanston, Ill., 
to George and Maude 
Moseley. He served in the 
U.S. Army during the 
Korean War, then earned 
a Bachelor of Arts degree 
from the University of 
California and a Master 
o f  B u s i n e s s 
Administration degree 
from Fairleigh Dickinson 
University. He began his 
career in the Page 
Program at NBC in Los 
Angeles and then went 
on to lead a long and 
illustrious career in 
advertising in New York 
City, working on various 
successful campaigns. 
His career then led him to 
Newport Beach, Calif., 
where he served as mar-
keting director for 
Century 21. He retired 
from Credit Acceptance 
Corp., in Southfi eld. 

William enjoyed sail-
ing, bowling, playing ten-
nis, gardening and 
traveling. He and his 
wife, Maxine, traveled 
most of the world 
together. He was a mem-
ber of the Country Club 
of Detroit and The 
Grunyons a capella 
group. 

William is survived by 
his wife of 26 years, 
Maxine Manley Moseley; 
daughters, Deborah, 
Carolyn Mandala (the 
late Michael)  and 
K a t h e r i n e  K r i e g 
(Christopher); sons, 
Mark and Bradford 
(Sunny); step-daughters, 
Michele Kl ippstein 
(Thomas) and Melissa 
MacLeod (Andrew); and 
grandchildren, Max 
Mandala, Katherine 
Mandala,  Margaret 
Krieg, Michael Krieg, 
Grace Krieg, Noah 
M o s e l e y ,  N e e l y 
Klippstein,  Andrew 
MacLeod, Kaley MacLeod 
and Allyson MacLeod. He 
was predeceased by his 
parents; sister, Melissa 
Foulke; and brothers, 
Spencer and Thomas 
Moseley. 

His family greatly 
thanks K&K Elder 
Caregivers for their com-
passionate care.

He will be interred at 
Lake Forest Cemetery in 

Illinois. 
Memorial donations 

may be made to the 
Salvation Army, 16130 
Northland Dr., Southfi eld, 
MI 48075, bit.ly/3XRrk7i, 
or a charity of the giver’s 
choice. 

Arrangements were 
entrusted to Chas. 
Verheyden Inc.

Karen Albrecht
Karen Albrecht, 74, 

passed away Saturday, 
March 15, 2025. She was 
a devoted mother, grand-
mother and friend.

Born Nov. 27, 1950, in 
Detroit, Karen was raised 
in Grosse Pointe Farms 
and later became a long-
time resident of St. Clair 
Shores. She touched the 
lives of many with her 
kindness, warmth and 
unwavering dedication to 
her family and commu-
nity.

Karen married John S. 
Albrecht Jr. in 1974, and 
they shared 30 wonderful 
years together until his 
passing in 2005. In later 
years, she found compan-
ionship and joy with her 
life partner, Fredrick 
Lees. She is survived by 
her son, John “Steve” 
Albrecht (Amy); and 
daughter, Lisa Marie 
Charron. She was a 
beloved grandmother to 
Jack and John Charron 
and Ryan, Miles and 
Norah Albrecht. She 
cherished the love of her 
extended Lees family, 
including Fred’s fi ve chil-
dren, Keri, Fred, Jason, 
Erin and Ryan, along 
with their nine children 
and four great-grandchil-
dren. She also is survived 
by her sister, Diane 
Crook; and her niece and 
n e p h e w ,  C o l l e e n 
Prykucki and Patrick 
Crook. 

Karen graduated from 
Grosse Pointe High 
School in 1968. She spent 
much of her career dedi-
cated to public service, 
working in various roles 
before becoming the 
court administrator for 
the city of Grosse Pointe 
Park. She was respected 
for her professionalism, 
diligence and care for 
those she served.

Karen found joy in the 
simple pleasures of life, 
such as spending time 
with family and friends, 
listening to good music, 
playing games, cooking, 
traveling and camping. 
She will be remembered 
for her warmth, generos-
ity, humor and the love 
she shared with all who 
knew her. She will be 
deeply missed and for-
ever cherished in the 
hearts of those who loved 

her.
A celebration of 

Karen’s life will be held at 
a later date. In lieu of 
flowers, the family 
requests memorial dona-
tions be made to the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society, 
3000 Gratiot Ave., 
Detroit, MI 48207, svdp
detroit.org/Donate.

Brian James Colter
Brian James Colter, 57, 

passed away Saturday, 
March 15, 2025, at home 
in Grosse Pointe Park.

Brian was born June 1, 
1967, in Detroit, to Lorne 
“Larry” and Doris Colter. 
He earned a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from the 
University of Michigan 
and a master’s degree in 
urban forestry from 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University. He then 
worked as an urban for-
ester for Grosse Pointe 
Park, Grosse Pointe 
Farms and the City of 
Grosse Pointe. 

Brian was a founding 
d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e 
Arboriculture Society of 
Michigan Foundation. He 
also was involved with 
Keep Michigan Beautiful, 
the Beautifi cation Council 
o f  S o u t h e a s t e r n 
Michigan, Grosse Pointe 
Park Beautification 
Commission and Grosse 
Pointe City Urban 
Forestry Commission. He 
also enjoyed the out-
doors, fi shing, camping 
and watching sports. 

Brian is survived by his 
longtime partner, Lisa 
Kyle; daughter, Jane 
Colter; son, Zachary 
Colter; stepson, William 
Kyle; sister, Nancy 
Hascall (Allan); and 
brother, Alan Colter 
(Lisa). 

Memorial donations 
may be made to Keep 
Michigan Beautiful, P.O. 
Box 23215, Lansing, MI 
4 8 9 0 9 ;  o r  t h e 
Arboriculture Society of 
Michigan Foundation, 
7876 S. Van Dyke, 
Marlette, MI 48453, 
arboriculturesociety
michigan.org/donate-
now/. 

Arrangements were 
entrusted to Chas. 
Verheyden Inc. 

Jeffrey Hartwick Connor George T. Roumell Jr. Jean Leete Stewart William B. Moseley Karen Albrecht

Brian James Colter

OBITS:
Continued from page 4B
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For Advertising Information Call at 313-882-6900

BOOK ONLINE
hustleglowcleaning.com

(773) 414-5277
 info@hustleglowcleaning.com

STANDARD CLEANING
 DEEP CLEANING

MOVE IN/OUT CLEANING
 HOME ORGANIZATION

OFFER: 20% OFF Mention this ad.
First time customers only.

032025

CLEANING SERVICESAUTO ACCESSORIES 

Dave Kanneth
Owner

586-772-7136
eastpointe@autooneinc.com

22252 Gratiot Avenue
Eastpointe, MI 48021

• Auto Glass Repair/Replace
• Rust Proofi ng/Detailing
• Auto Accessories
• Remote Starters
• Trailer Hitches 032025

Serving The Community 
For 37 Years!

$10 off  your purchase
with a min. purchase of $100.00

21325 DEQUINDRE ROAD
HAZEL PARK, MI 48030

Ed Kilburn
Owner

248.547.8327
FAX: 248.547.8395
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EQUIPMENT RENTAL
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25

20381 Mack Avenue, six blocks South of Vernier
(313) 881-1410

www.wbu.com/grossepointewoods
Shop in Store or Online

Curbside Pickup & Home Delivery Available

Minimum $50.00 Purchase  •  Offer expires May 31, 2025
*Cannot be used with other coupons, Daily Savings Club discounts,

bundle discounts, smart feeders, clearance items, DSC memberships or binoculars.

$10 00 OFF* YOUR
PURCHASE

Bringing People and Nature Together for 32 years

DISCOVER THE JOY OF BIRD FEEDING

A Family Tradition

20737 Mack Ave. 1 Blk N. of Vernier 
313.881.2888  .  Chocolatebar-cafe.com

Real Sodas • Malts • Shakes • Sundaes • Fresh Baked Cupcakes • Candy
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olate Chocolate Eggs

   
l  BeJelly Beans

   
kie Fi uriCookie Figurines

WE SHIP
IN THE U.S.

Call 
Today!

      E
a etsEaster Baskets

      
        

             
Order EarlyOrder Early

Inside/Out
The chamber applied 

and was selected to part-
ner with the Detroit 
Institute of Arts for its 
Inside/Out program, 
which brings replicas of 
artwork housed at the 
DIA into the community.

“We’re going to have 
14 installations through-
out all of Grosse Pointe,” 
Boettcher said. “It starts 
in May and goes through 
October.”

“There will be a mix of 
paintings on walls or on 
stakes in the ground,” 

Turnbull added. “We’ll 
be doing some small 
events to encourage 
people to see the paint-
ings and support the 
businesses that are host-
ing them. It will help 
drive traffi c to various 
businesses.”

Representatives from 
the DIA and the cham-
ber hit the town to fi nd 
sites that would best fi t 
the project.

“All the businesses are 
thrilled to be a part of 
this,” Boettcher said, 
adding that maps will be 
available and tours 
could be offered as well, 
“so everybody has the 
opportunity to see the 

artwork.”
“The DIA is excited 

because Grosse Pointe is 
not just one city, but a 
group of cities that will 
represent  di f ferent 
pieces,” Turnbull added.

“This will offer, not 
just the community, but 
surrounding communi-
ties as well, the chance 
to come and see all the 
art,” Boettcher said.

On tap
The chamber’s work 

springs into summer 
and fall with several 
a n n u a l  e v e n t s . 
Boettcher and Turnbull 
asked the community to 
save the dates for the 

following:
◆ Legacy on the Lake 

— 5:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
June 18, at Ford House

◆ Grosse Pointe Art 
Festival — 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 2, 
on The Hill

◆ Nonprofi t Mixer, 5 
to 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Aug. 21, at Ford House

◆ Power of Pink, 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday, 
Oct. 14, at The War 
Memorial

◆ Santa Claus Parade, 
10 a.m. Friday, Nov. 28, 
along Kercheval Avenue

For more information, 
v i s i t  g r o s s e p o i n t e
chamber.com or call 
(313) 881-4722.

CHAMBER:
Continued from page 3B

21, at Grosse Pointe 
Memorial Church, 16 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. Phil Matous 
speaks. Cost for break-
fast is $7. Registration is 
not required and first-
time guests eat free.

The War Memorial
The War Memorial, 32 

Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms, offers pro-
grams and activities for 
the community. For 
information on the fol-
lowing, visit warmemo-
rial.org

◆ The Whiskey Classic, 
6 to 10:30 p.m. Friday, 
March 21. Tickets range 
from $40 to $100.

◆ Creative Nature 
Spring Break Art Camp, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday 
though Friday, March 24 
to 28. Registration is 
$285 for the week, $65 
for one day.

◆ An Evening with 
Chef Joe Paxton, 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Friday, March 
28. Tickets are $98.

GPAA
The Grosse Pointe 

Artists Association offers 
a variety of classes at its 
studio, located at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. To register for the 
following, visit grosse
pointeartcenter.org.

◆ Watercolor Collage 
with Nancy Philo, 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Sunday, March 
23.

◆ Graphite Pencil 
Basics with Saveria 
Giovinazzo, 10 a.m. to 
noon Fridays, April 4, 11 
and 25, and May 2.

Ford House
The Edsel & Eleanor 

Ford House,  1100 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:

◆ Design Through the 
Decades Guided Tour, 1 
p.m. Tuesdays through 
Sundays in March.  
Admission prices vary.

◆ Storytime: “Outside 
My Window,” by Linda 
Ashman, 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays in March.

◆ Ballroom Dance: 
Cha Cha, 6:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays, March 26 
to April 16. Cost is $40 
for members, $48 for the 
public.

◆  C o f f e e  w i t h 
Collections, exclusive to 
Friends of Ford House 
members, 10:30 a.m. 
Thursdays, March 27, 
April 24 and Dec. 4. Cost 
is $25.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

Life Line Screening
Life Line Screening 

hosts a day of screen-
ings for cardiovascular 
disease, osteoporosis, 
diabetes and other 
chronic  condi t ions 
Wednesday, March 26, 
a t  F i r s t  E n g l i s h 
Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church, 800 Vernier, 
Grosse Pointe Woods. 
Registration is required. 
Special package pricing 
starts at $159, but con-
sultants will help create 
packages based on an 
individual’s age and risk 
factors. Call (877) 237-
1287 or visit lifeline
screening.com.

Wild Birds
Wild Birds Unlimited, 

20381 Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Woods, hosts the 
f r e e  p r o g r a m , 
“ W o o d p e c k e r s  o f 
Michigan,” presented by 
Rosann Kovalcik, at 4:30 
p.m. Sunday, March 30. 
Guests will learn facts 
and details about the 
nine species of wood-
peckers  tha t  ca l l 
Michigan home. Space 
is limited; call (313) 881-
1410 to reserve a seat.

EVENTS:
Continued from page 2B

The Grosse Pointe 
Public Library has 
another unforgettable 
experience planned for 
the 2025 Books on the 
Lake author event. This 
year’s authors are Annie 
Hartnett and Shelby Van 
Pelt.  

“Animals are a theme 
that tie together these two 
award-winning authors,” 
Library Director Jessica 
Keyser said. “We’re confi -
dent you’ll be talking 
about these two authors 
and their books for weeks 
to come.”  

The brunch takes place 
Saturday, May 10, at The 
War Memorial,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. Tickets are $40 
per person and go on sale 
online at 9 a.m. Monday, 
April 7.  

“Everybody who reads 
it wants other people to 
read it,” said a bookseller 
about “Remarkably 

Bright Creatures,” by 
Shelby Van Pelt. 

It’s been on the New 
York Times Hardcover 
Fiction Bestseller List for 
58 weeks. It was a “Read 
with Jenna” book club 
pick and an Indie Next 
List pick. “Remarkably 
Bright Creatures” is Van 
Pelt’s debut novel. She 
graduated cum laude 
f r o m  C l a r e m o n t 
McKenna College with a 
degree in politics, philos-

ophy and economics. Van 
Pelt grew up in Tacoma, 
Wash., and currently lives 
outside Chicago.

Annie Hartnett is the 
author of three novels, 
“Rabbit Cake,” “Unlikely 
Animals” and “The Road 
to Tender Hearts,” com-
ing out this spring. 
“Unlikely Animals” was 
listed as one of the best 
books of 2022 by The 
Washington Post and 
BookRiot. It was the win-

ner of the 2023 Julia Ward 
Howe prize for fi ction and 
was long-listed for the 
Joyce Carol Oates Prize.

Hartnett was awarded 
fellowships and residen-
cies from the MacDowell 
Colony, Sewanee Writers’ 
Conference and the 
Associates of the Boston 
Public Library. She has 
degrees from the Master 
of Fine Arts program at 
the  Univers i ty  of 
Alabama, Middlebury 
College’s Bread Loaf 
School of English and 
Hamilton College.

Presenting sponsors 
are Wayne County 
Community College 
District, Friends of the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Library and the Grosse 
P o i n t e  L i b r a r y 
Foundation.

For more information, 
visit the Grosse Pointe 
Public Library website, 
grossepointelibrary.org.

GPPL announces its 2025 Books on the Lake authors

Annie Hartnett Shelby Van Pelt

grossepointenews.com
(313) 343-5578

Subscribe now for only $49.50 annually
and receive the weekly print newspaper
plus 24/7 online access, special glossy

publications and perks
throughout the year.

Pure
ENJOY

ALL WEEK,
EVERY
WEEK.

GROSSE POINTE
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313-886-5051
www.fi kany.com
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WINDOW & DOOR SHOWROOM NOW OPEN
NEXT DOOR TO POINTE HARDWARE & LUMBER

15008 KERCHEVAL AVENUE
GROSSE POINTE PARK, MI 48230

After a fender bender 
last fall led to the diagno-
sis of stage 2 triple-nega-
tive breast cancer, Katy 
Wereley stepped away 
from Mini Picassos, the 
art studio for children 
that she founded a 
decade ago.

Since September, 
Wereley has endured 17 
rounds of chemotherapy 
and fi ve weeks ago had a 
double mastectomy. 

Though her body 
rejected the post-treat-
ment immunotherapy — 
which attacked her renal 
and digestive systems — 
she has since recovered 
and, as of March 5, 
Wereley has officially 
been declared cancer 
free.

“NEOD — no evidence 
of disease — is how they 
say it now,” she said. “I 
still have some recovery 
to do, a couple months of 
getting back to life.”

While she’s been han-
dling some behind-the-
scenes work with Mini 
Picassos during her ill-
ness, she plans to get 
back into teaching this 
summer. Camps are 
planned in June, July and 
August. She said she’s 
looking forward to the 
summer sessions, but 
more so reuniting with 
the Mini Picassos fami-
lies and children.

“They really are my 
other family, the other 

half of me,” Wereley said. 
“Miss Heather — my 
mom — and Miss Grace 
and Miss Colleen really 
took on a lot when I was 
going through treatment. 
Mini Picassos would not 
have survived without 

them.”
Wereley credited the 

entire community for its 
support the past six 
months.

“With the help of my 
family and friends and 
with the community ral-
lying around me — 
checking on me, calling, 
texting, the meals they 
brought us — the com-
munity and my family 
and friends got me 
through this 100 per-
cent,” she said. “I couldn’t 
have done this without 
my family and friends. 
This was a life-changing 
experience. You have 
your family, but when 
you realize you have a 
bigger tribe around you 
to take care of you, it’s 
awe-inspiring.”

She also thanked the 
team of doctors and 
nurses who took excel-
lent care of her. Though 
immunotherapy is off the 
table, she’ll have regular 
bloodwork drawn to 
make sure she stays 
healthy.

“They’ll watch me like 
a hawk until the end of 
the year,” she said.

Wereley also is doing 
her part to stay healthy. 
She recently joined the 
Neighborhood Club gym 
so she can walk on a 
treadmill with a friend. 

“I’m trying to get back 
to life,” she said. “And 
I’m enjoying the little 

things — like giving 
baths to my kids. I 
washed my 6-year-old’s 
hair yesterday. It was the 
fi rst time I’d done that in 
a long time. I was 
exhausted. But I’m enjoy-
ing the little things.

“… Thank you to every-
body for rallying around 
my family and myself,” 
she added. “I literally 

don’t have the words to 
describe the gratitude, 
thanks and love for 
everybody who sup-
ported me, my husband, 
my kids and Mini 
Picassos. That amount of 
love I felt during the scar-
iest time of my life, I can’t 
explain it. It’s really 
amazing. ‘Thanks’ is not 
big enough to describe 
it.”

For more information 
about Mini Picassos, visit 
minipicassosstudio.com.

Summer Camps
In addition to its drop-

in hours — noon to 2:30 
p.m. Wednesdays, and 10 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Thursdays and Fridays —  
art camps for all ages are 
offered this summer 
through Mini Picassos. 

June camps include:
◆ Pop Star Camp, 10 to 

11:30 a.m. Monday, June 
16, for ages 5 and older. 
Cost is $45.

◆ American Girl Camp, 
10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 17, for 
ages 5 and older. Cost is 
$65.

◆ Three-Day Art Camp, 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Wednesday through 
Friday, June 18 to 20, for 
ages 5 and older. Cost is 
$195. 

◆ Half-Day Full-week 
Camp, 9 a.m. to noon, 
Monday through Friday, 
June 23 to 27, for ages 5 
and older. Cost is $195.

◆ Slime Workshop, 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Monday, June 30, for 
ages 6 and older. Cost is 
$35.

◆ June Drop-in Days 

for Play Village and Art 
Zone, 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays and 10 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. Thursdays 
and Fridays.

July camps include: 
◆ Bead Making, 11 

a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday, 
July 8, for ages 7 and 
older. Cost is $40.

◆  W a t e r c o l o r 
Workshop, noon to 2 
p.m. Wednesday, July 9, 
for ages 7 and older. Cost 
is $40.

◆ Tie Dye Camp, 1 to 3 
p.m. Thursday, July 10, 
for ages 7 and older. Cost 
is $50.

◆ Painting Camp, 9 
a.m. to noon Friday, July 
11, for ages 6 and older. 
Cost is $45.

◆ Wicked Camp, 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday, 
July 14, for ages 6 and 
older. Cost is $50.

◆ LEGO Camp, 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
July 15, for all ages. Cost 
is $35.

◆ Dino Camp, 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
July 16, for all ages. Cost 
is $36.

◆ Slime Workshop, 10 
to 11:30 a.m. Thursday, 
July 17, for ages 6 and 
older. Cost is $35.

◆ Half-Day Full-Week 
Camp, noon to 3 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, 
July 21 to 25, for ages 5 
and older. Cost is $195.

◆ Three-Day Art Camp, 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday 
through Wednesday, July 
28 to 30, for ages 5 and 
older. Cost is $195.

◆ Book Making & 
Bubble Letters, 1 to 3 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Mini Picassos founder to return to 
teaching after successful treatment

Cancer free!

PHOTOS COURTESY OF KATY WERELEY

Mini Picassos founder Katy Wereley “rings the bell,” signifying she is cancer-
free following months of treatment.

Wereley stands among her infusion team at the Van Elslander Cancer Center, 
where she received treatment.

Wereley received great support during treatment, 
including from her youngest, 6-year-old Emma.

See RETURN, page 12B
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Healthy, glowing, hydrated skinHealthy glowi

Get $50 Off  Your First Glo2Facial with Bubble Bucks

BECAUSE YOU WANT TO LOOK YOUR BEST ON YOUR SPECIAL DAY

Ask Us About Treatment Customizations

A breakthrough treatment to get calm, glowing, naturally-hydrated skin.
Oxfoliation™ activates your body’s natural superpowers,

bringing oxygen to the skin’s surfa and rebalancing your beauty.
Glo2Facial is for every skin type and can be used everywhere.

17000 Kercheval Ave., Suite 215, The Village of Grosse Pointe, MI 48230
313.882.5777 • DrShaunaDiggs.com
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Firm
elasticity & collagen

Protect
the skin barrier

Refi ne
fi ne lines & wrinkles

Hydrate
dry, dull skin

Smooth
skin texture & tone

Brighten
dark spots

Wrinkles and blem-
ishes are just a few of the 
thousands of conditions 
that affect the skin. Some 
cause mild symptoms, 
while others may be seri-
ous and interfere with 
everyday life. 

A dermatologist is a 
doctor who specializes in 
treating the skin, hair 
and nails. While some 
treatments improve the 
look of your skin, others, 
such as checkups for skin 
cancer, can save lives. 

Dr. Shauna Ryder 
Diggs is Michigan’s 
leader in comprehensive 
skin health and rejuvena-
tion. Her practice, 
CosmedicDerm,  i s 
located in The Village of 
Grosse Pointe and offers 
patients the most cutting-
edge treatments avail-
able. 

PiQo4 is the latest laser 
technology on the market 
and is used to help with a 
number of different pig-
ment conditions or for 
overall rejuvenation. The 
PiQo4 laser targets pig-
ment in the skin to 
remove sun and age 
spots, freckles and birth 
marks, and create a more 
even skin tone. 

This also is the best 
way to remove tattoos 
because it removes all 
color pigments, meaning 
fewer treatments for the 
patients, Diggs said. 

Along with improving 
abnormal pigment, the 
PiQo4 laser also is used 
for overall skin rejuvena-

tion. The laser stimulates 
new collagen grown to 
promote smoother, 
younger-looking skin. 

“This is a great way for 
patients to just improve 
their overall look,” Diggs 
said. 

The NuEra Tight and 
Legend Pro are two new 
devices in the offi ce. They 
provide the most power-
ful solution on the mar-
ket today for non-invasive 
skin tightening, reduc-
tion of cellulite and the 
treatment of wrinkles. 

Using radio frequency, 
wrinkled areas on the 
neck and cellulite on the 
body can be gently 
heated to tighten the 
skin. Typically treat-
ments last about 30 min-
utes and are very 
comfortable with no 
downtime. 

Diggs  l i s tens  to 
patients and responds by 
offering the latest in der-
matology, which is why 
she recently added the 
PiQo4, Splendor X, 
NuEra and Legend Pro 
to her practice. 

Additional cosmetic 
options are available, as 
are medical treatments 
for acne, skin cancer and 
other skin conditions. 

Diggs cares for all ages 
and is an American 
Board of Dermatology-
certifi ed dermatologist, a 
Fellow of the American 
Academy of Dermatology 
and a Fellow of the 
American Society of 
Dermatologic Surgery. 

She’s a graduate of the 
University of Michigan 
and served as the first 
medical director of the 
Detroit Medical Center 
A d v a n c e d  L a s e r 
Treatment Center. 

She is the creator of 
the CosmedicDerm 
Professional Skin Care 
line, products formu-
lated with green tea, vita-
min- and fruit-based 
antioxidants and retinol, 
all of which promote 
skin health and natural 
beauty. 

In  addi t ion,  she 
recently was named one 
of Hour Magazine’s Top 
Docs. 

“I like to think I bring 
the latest technology, but 
practice in a traditional 
way,” she said. 

CosmedicDerm is 
l oca ted  a t  17000 
Kercheval, Ste. 215, City 
of Grosse Pointe. For 
more information, visit 
drshaunadiggs.com or 
call (313) 882-5777.

Dr. Shauna Diggs, 
CosmedicDerm offer 
the latest in skin care

Dr. Shauna Diggs

020625

Where Quality of Care and Luxury�Living 
meets an Independence�Lifestyle...

(586) 785-0005

that you can call home!

Two locations to serve you, minutes from Grosse Pointe.

“Coming Soon” to St. Clair Shores. Call for details.

18794 E. 13 Mile Road
Roseville

18401 15 Mile Rd. 
Clinton Township

$2,000 Off Rent* *Speak to our Staff  for additional�information.
Some restrictions may apply.

PREMIER INDEPENDENT LIVING,�ASSISTED LIVING & MEMORY CARE

Hampton Manor off ers a safe, enjoyable, and elegant country-club-style 
senior living experience. We provide a full continuum of care, including
Independent Living,�Assisted Living, and Memory Care, ensuring each 
resident receives the personalized support they need.

Our state-of-the-art community features luxury one-story fl oor plans, including 
optional barrier-free designs for added convenience and accessibility.
Residents can enjoy resort-style amenities such as exercise and wellness
programs, a movie theater, library, pub, nail salon and much more!�

Hampton Manor off ers peace of mind and exceptional care, allowing you
or your loved ones to embrace a fulfi lling, worry-free lifestyle while staying
connected to the community you love.
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“Make a list of your worries and 
responsibilities,” reads the tagline for 
Hampton Manor communities. “Now 
crinkle it up and throw it in the trash.”

As country club-style senior living 
communities, Hampton Manor curates 
a luxury lifestyle for its residents that 
comes fully loaded with state-of-the-art 
apartment features, comforting ameni-
ties and a plethora of services. 

“While we invite you to bring your 
favorite furniture, memories and hob-
bies to Hampton Manor Assisted 
Living, we ask that you leave what’s 
weighing you down behind,” the com-
munity invites. “Chores like washing 
your windows, mowing your yard or 
trudging up and down your steps with 
a basket of laundry are now in the past, 
which leaves your present open to be 
fi lled with what brings you joy.” 

Time previously spent checking off a 
never-ending to-do list now can shift to 
cookouts, exercise classes, movie 
nights and in-house concerts. 

“My grandfather was not only com-
fortable, but happy,” reads a recent 
Google review of the Clinton Township 
location. “They conduct weekly fun 
activities and try to give wholesome 
experiences to the people living there. 
The management is very hands-on and 
very responsive. I also appreciate how 
clean and neat the facilities are.”

Allowing residents to enjoy freedom 

with the right level of support, care is 
personalized to the individual, with 
premier independent living, assisted 
living and memory care apartments, 
featuring multiple open floor plans 
from which to choose. 

“Our excellent memory care pro-
gram offers personalized, close atten-
tion to your loved ones, with a 
specialized focus on Alzheimer’s and 
dementia care,” a representative noted. 

The apartments feature exterior 
security cameras, Wi-Fi, kitchenettes, 
energy-efficient appliances, cable, 
secure entrances, casual and formal 
dining rooms, hair and nail salons, out-
door patio areas, wearable emergency 
call pendants, are smoke-free and wel-
come pet visitors.

Additional amenities include:
◆ Housekeeping services
◆ Meal plan options
◆ Scheduled outings and activities
◆ 24-hour emergency maintenance
◆ Laundry service
◆ Game room with pool table
◆ Moving assistance
Hampton Manor communities are 

located in St. Clair Shores, Clinton 
Township, Macomb Township and St. 
Clair. 

Those interested may inquire about 
$3,500 available in savings. 

Call (586) 785-0005 to explore the 
community.

Hampton Manor communities 
prioritize quality of life

Hampton 
Manor 
residents 
celebrate 
Mardi 
Gras in 
style. 

COURTESY 
PHOTO 



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, MARCH 20, 2025

HEALTH  |  9B

DO YOU HAVE concerns 
about falling?

Many older adults experience concerns about falling 
and restrict their activities. A MATTER OF BALANCE 
is an award-winning program designed to manage 

falls and increase activity levels.

This program emphasizes 
practical strategies to 

manage falls. 

YOU WILL LEARN TO:

WHO SHOULD ATTEND? 

Classes are held in the
2nd Floor Boardroom.

FREE to all participants! 

Minimum 5, maximum 15 participants. 

Register by Sunday, April 20th

032025

When it comes to top-tier 
skin care and preventative 
treatments, the Skin & 
Laser Center in Grosse 
Pointe has long been at the 
forefront. Known for their 
expertise in dermatology 
and advanced laser treat-
ments, Dr. Ferrara and Dr. 
Caretti continue to elevate 
patient care by bringing 
the latest technology to the 
community. Their newest 
addition, the UltraClear 
laser, is setting a new stan-
dard for effective, custom-
izable and minimally 
invasive skin rejuvenation.

“We’re really excited 
about this particular laser 
because it delivers results 
on a broad spectrum while 
significantly reducing 
downtime and discomfort,” 
Dr. Ferrara said. “In the 
past, CO2 ablative lasers 
modifi ed both the epider-
mis and the deeper dermis, 
but came with longer healing times and 
discomfort. UltraClear gives us the ben-
efi ts of CO2 without those drawbacks.”

The UltraClear laser is a 2910 nm 
cold fi ber laser, a signifi cant advance-
ment in the field. Unlike traditional 
ablative lasers, this new technology 
offers a range of customizable treat-
ments. 

“What makes this laser unique is its 
adaptability,” Dr. Caretti explained. “If 
a patient has superfi cial pigmentation 
concerns, we can adjust it to work at 
more superficial levels. For deeper 
wrinkles and collagen stimulation, we 
can target deeper layers of the dermis, 
all with the same device.”

This level of customization means 
patients can opt for everything from a 
quick lunchtime treatment to a more 
intensive skin resurfacing treatment, 
depending on their needs. One of the 
most exciting breakthroughs of 
UltraClear is its ability to safely treat 
delicate areas that were previously dif-

fi cult to address, such as 
the eyelids and neck. 

“There was always a 
challenge in treating these 
areas safely and effec-
tively,” Dr. Ferrara said. 
“Now, with the integration 
of a micro-coring compo-
nent, we can precisely tar-
get these areas with high 
safety and effi cacy.”

UltraClear also is 
expanding treatment 
options for patients with 
varying skin types, reduc-
ing the risk of post-infl am-
matory hyperpigmentation, 
which historically has been 
a concern with laser treat-
ments on darker skin 
tones. 

“Being able to offer these 
treatments safely to a 
broader range of patients is 
a game changer,” Dr. 
Caretti said.

Beyond its applications 
in anti-aging, UltraClear is 

proving effective for acne scarring, sur-
gical scars and pigmentary issues. 

“It really is a multi-use tool,” Dr. 
Ferrara said. “It fi ts perfectly within our 
existing range of laser therapies. For 
those hesitant about fully ablative treat-
ments due to long healing times, this 
offers an impressive in-between solu-
tion, delivering signifi cant results with-
out extended downtime.”

With UltraClear, the Skin & Laser 
Center is continuing its mission to pro-
vide state-of-the-art care to the Grosse 
Pointe community. Whether a patient 
is looking for a subtle refresh or a trans-
formative skin rejuvenation treatment, 
this technology offers safe, effective 
and customizable solutions.

For those interested in learning more 
about UltraClear and its capabilities, 
consultations are available at the Skin 
& Laser Center. With Dr. Ferrara and 
Dr. Caretti leading the way, cutting-
edge skin care is more accessible than 
ever.

The future of skin rejuvenation:
The Skin & Laser Center introduces 
cutting-edge UltraClear technology

Low back pain is one 
of the most common rea-
sons patients visit their 
primary care doctor. It is 
the leading cause of non-
illness-related disability 
in the U.S. and will affect 
about three out of four 
people at some point 
during their lifetime. 
Common causes include 
poor posture, muscle 
strain and injuries, with 
symptoms ranging from 
a dull ache to sharp pain, 
often accompanied by 
stiffness, muscle spasms 
and limited mobility.

If you experience an 
acute episode of low 
back pain, taking a day 
or two to rest may help, 
but prolonged inactivity 
can slow recovery. While 
back pain can make daily 
activities like sitting, 
standing or bending dif-
ficult, research consis-
tent ly  shows that 
movement is the best 
way to prevent and treat 
the problem.

Incorporating gentle, 
regular exercise into 
your routine can reduce 
discomfort and prevent 
future issues. A study in 
the British Journal of 

Sports Medicine found 
that exercise programs 
— including yoga, 
Pilates, stabilization 
exercises, aerobics and 
resistance training — 
effectively treat chronic 
l o w  b a c k  p a i n . 
Strengthening core and 
abdominal muscles helps 
support the spine, reduc-
ing strain and minimiz-
ing pain. Additionally, 
incorporating fl exibility 
exercises can prevent 
stiffness and muscle 
spasms.

Small daily changes — 
such as improving pos-
ture and avoiding 
prolonged sitting — can 

make a big differ-
ence. Low-impact 
activities like walk-
ing, swimming and 
biking help maintain 
mobility. A study in 
the journal Lancet 
found that walking 
30 minutes, five 
times a week, signif-
icantly reduces low 
back pain and 
decreases medical 
visits.

By staying consis-
tent with movement 
and listening to your 
body, you can regain 
strength, reduce 
pain and return to 

the activities you love. If 
you’re unsure which 
exercises are best, con-
sult a healthcare pro-
v ider  or  cons ider 
physical therapy for per-
sonalized guidance.

Dr. Lindsay Smith 
practices with her 
partner,  Dr.  Kell ie 
Wendzinski, at Corewell 
Health Primary Care, 
15200 Kercheval Ave., in 
Grosse Pointe Park. Both 
are accepting new 
patients and often have 
same-day availability.

Movement:
The best prescription 

for low back pain
By Lindsay Smith, M.D.

Dr. Ferrara

Dr. Caretti

Lindsay Smith, M.D.

CALL TODAY TO BOOK 
YOUR APPOINTMENT

313-884-9100

CALL TODAY TO BO
YOUR APPOINTMEN

313-884-9100

032025
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Do you regularly 
check your skin?

E v e r y o n e 
should do a 
skin exam at 
least every 4-8 
weeks. And if you 
or family members 
have a history of skin 
cancer, it is especially im-
portant to do regular self 
skin examinations of your 
entire body, from your 
scalp down to the soles of 
the feet. But what do you 
look for?

A good tool to use is 
the ABCDE’s. Benign le-
sions are typically round 
(symmetrical); an Asym-
metric shape (the “A”) is 
often a sign that a mole 
could be cancerous. Also, 
the Borders (the “B”) of 
suspicious lesions are of-
ten uneven with jagged or 
notched edges. Color (the 
“C”) is another important 
characteristic. Lesions 
that have multiple shades 
of colors or are very dark 
in color should be brought 
to your physician’s atten-
tion. Large moles with 
a Diameter larger than 

the eraser on a pen-
cil (the “D”) may 
also indicate ma-
lignancy. Watch 
for lesions that 
are starting to 
evolve or change 

(the “E”) in one of 
these areas. Most 

benign lesions do not 
change over time.

Once you bring a lesion 
to the attention of your 
doctor, she/he may recom-
mend biopsy, destruction, 
excision or other com-
plete removal, or you may 
be advised to continue to 
watch the lesion, depend-
ing on the diagnosis.

If you have a suspi-
cious lesion, or to learn 
more about skin exams, 
contact your dermatolo-
gist, or call us at Eastside 
Dermatology, Dr. Lisa 
A. Manz-Dulac and Asso-
ciates.

Eastside Dermatology has 

(313) 884-3380 or

Know Your Skin
by Lisa A. Manz-Dulac, M.D.

Call today
313-884-3380
www.ederm.com 032025

HARTLAND OFFICE 
11525 Highland Road, Suite 14

Hartland, MI 48353
(313) 884-3380  Fax (313) 884-9756

NATALIA FILIPOF, M.D. 
LISA A. MANZ-DULAC, M.D. 

D. MICHAEL PIERNICK II, M.D.
KENDALL RABAUT, FNP-C

LINDSEY RENKIEWICZ, PA-C

General Dermatology
 Dermatologic Surgery
 Sclerotherapy
 Peels
 PRP for hair loss treatment for men and women 
 Microneedling
 Facials
 Laser Treatments
 Botox
 Filler
 Anti-aging, Acne, Skin Brightening,

 and Sun Protection Products

GROSSE POINTE OFFICE
20030 Mack Avenue

Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236
(313) 884-3380 | Fax (313) 884-9756

ANCHOR BAY OFFICE 
32743 23 Mile Road, Suite 230 

Chesterfield, MI 48047 
(313) 884-3380 | Fax (586) 716-1293

“We are thrilled to announce a sig-
nifi cant transformation at our dental 
and orthodontic offi ce. In our continu-
ous effort to provide the best possible 
care to our patients, we are undergoing 
a comprehensive renovation that will 
double our current space and be ready 
by June 1, 2025,” stated Jared Slanec, 
D.D.S., owner.

Our primary goal with this renova-
tion is to create a more welcoming, effi -
cient and state-of-the-art environment 
for our patients. 

“By doubling our offi ce space, we 
aim to accommodate more dental and 
orthodontic patients, increase the num-
ber of available appointments, intro-
duce the latest technology and 
equipment for superior care and 
enhance patient comfort and experi-
ence for both adults and children,” said 
Kristy Slanec, co-owner.

“This expansion is not just about 
increasing our capacity; it’s about giv-
ing back to the community that has 
supported us over the years,” Slanec 
continued. 

Key benefi ts of the expansion include 
additional space and resources, we can 
offer more appointment slots, reducing 
waiting times and making it easier for 
patients to schedule visits that fi t their 
busy lives. The expanded facility will 
allow us to provide a wider range of 
services under one roof, ensuring that 
all dental and orthodontic needs are 
met effi ciently and effectively. 

“The best part is community health, 
by expanding our capabilities, we are 
better equipped to contribute to the 
overall health and well-being of our 
community, promoting healthier 
smiles and better oral hygiene,” Slanec 
said.

“We understand that renovations can 
be disruptive, but we are dedicated to 
minimizing any inconvenience to our 
patients. Throughout the renovation 
process, we will continue to operate 
and provide the high-quality care you 
have come to expect from us. Our team 
is working diligently to ensure a 
smooth transition, and we are confi -

dent that the result will be well worth 
it,” said Angela Tuzzolino, offi ce man-
ager.

“This renovation and expansion proj-
ect marks a new chapter in our jour-
ney. We are excited about the 
opportunities it brings and the positive 
impact it will have on our patients and 
the community. Thank you for your 
continued support and trust in our 
practice. We look forward to welcom-
ing you to our newly renovated offi ce 
and serving you with enhanced care 
and services this June,” Slanec said. 

One new feature the team has 
already put into place is online booking 
at PGSdentistry.com. 

The staff at Growing Smiles and PGS 
Dentistry advised to stay tuned for 
updates on the progress of renovation 
via their social media platforms, and 
feel free to reach out with any ques-
tions or concerns at (586) 800-GROW 
(4769) or (586) 800-PGS1 (7471). 
Together, we are building a brighter, 
healthier future for our community!

Growing Smiles Pediatric Dentistry 
in conjunction with PGS Dentistry 
are excited to announce expansion

COURTESY PHOTO

The team at PGS Dentistry is all smiles 
about their expansion.
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At Hackett Homecare, 
clients always receive top-
of-the-l ine service. 
Hackett has core values 
of trust, honesty, integrity 
and compassion. Their 
slogan, “Our family, car-
ing for yours,” demon-
strates the personal touch 
clients will receive. 

Founder and owner 
John Hackett is a Grosse 
Pointe Farms native who 
grew up in the Grosse 
Pointes. John has a 
Bachelor of Science 
degree in Nursing – BSN. 
After playing professional 
baseball he moved back 
to Grosse Pointe and 
raised his family here. He 
has worked in the medi-
cal fi eld his entire life. 

The business, Hackett 
Homecare, began as he 
took care of his own par-
ents, who struggled with 
i ssues  re la ted  to 
P a r k i n s o n ’ s  a n d 
Alzheimer’s diseases. He 
decided to create a 
homecare business for 
other elderly people like 
his parents. 

“I knew that I could 
help a lot of people in 
their later years providing 
them with an extremely 
high quality of care along 
with loving, compassion-
ate and honest caregiv-
ers,” he said.

Hackett Homecare spe-
cializes in companion 
care, personal care, 
Alzheimer’s/dementia 
and Parkinson’s care, 
traumatic brain injury, 
ALS and catastrophic 
injury care.

“If you or a loved one is 
growing increasingly 
dependent on others with 
everyday activities,” the 

company’s brochure says, 
“Hackett Homecare can 
help regain and restore 
your quality of life.”

“I’m just very blessed to 
have some outstanding 
caregivers who are hard-
working, loving and car-
ing and that’s what makes 
it work seamlessly,” he 
said. 

Many of his caregivers 
have been with him for 
15-plus years and embody 
the company’s core val-
ues. They are the best, the 
heartbeat of the company 
and the reason why the 
company has had suc-
cess. Robyn, Megan, 
Crystal, Jeff, Sheryl, 
Cathy, Tracy, Roberta, 
Kathleen, Jenn, Pam, 
Jose, Necole, Natalie, 
Juanita, Sue, Jamika, 
Allison and John are 
some of the phenomenal 
caregivers that make up 
Hackett Homecare. His 
staff consists of registered 
nurses (RNs), certified 
nursing assistants (CNAs) 
and companion aids, and 
provide care from a few 
hours at a time to 24/7 
around-the-clock care. 

“Robyn is one of the 
kindest and most loving 
individuals there is with a 
heart of gold and has a 

passion to help seniors. 
Megan provides a wealth 
of knowledge with her 
RN care and is a leader in 
the industry. They work 
tirelessly to make sure 
e v e r y t h i n g  r u n s 
smoothly.”

Above all, Hackett 
prides himself on the 
depth and quality of ser-
vice the company pro-
vides, which sets them 
apart. Hackett states, “I 
wouldn’t place a care-
giver into any client’s 
home unless I felt com-
fortable enough to have 
them in my parents’ 
home. Having caregivers 
for my own parents, I 
completely understand 
the importance of going 
the extra mile to only hire 
high-quality caregivers 
who have a passion for 
caring for those in need. 
If they don’t meet the 
most stringent qualities, 
we will not place them in 
any client’s home. We are 
so blessed and I don’t 
take that for granted.”

To learn more, visit 
HackettHomecare.com or 
email HackettHomecare@
gmail.com. To schedule a 
free consultation, call 
John Hackett at (313) 319-
8050.

Hackett Homecare: 
‘Our family caring for your family’

Since opening in June 2022, IEP 
Urgent Care Grosse Pointe, located at 
19815 Mack, has provided area residents 
with a higher standard of urgent care 
from ER-trained providers. We’ve gar-
nered more than 750 reviews from 
patients, earning us a 4.9/5 stars rating on 
Google. Here’s what a few of them said:

“Best urgent care I’ve been to. Very 
clean and recently renovated. All the 
staff were great. There was hardly any-
one in there during fl u season and I got 
seen right away. Definitely my spot 
from now on.” — Marie C.

“This is the best urgent care I’ve been 
to. We have been coming here since I 
moved into the area, it is very clean and 
the service is always fast and compas-
sionate.” — Angelique Y.

“Very professional, from the front 
desk staff to the PA to the X-ray techni-

cian. I was able to schedule online and 
had no wait for my appointment. I rec-
ommend IEP Urgent Care. Also, plenty 
of convenient parking.”  — Mary Ann B.

IEP Urgent Care has digital X-ray 
and Electrocardiogram (EKG) services 
onsite for chest pain diagnosis. We 
treat a variety of illnesses and injuries 
including cold, fl u, sore throat, aller-
gies, sprains, fractures and splinting, 
wound care, scrapes, rashes, minor 
burns, cuts and stitches, as well as uri-
nary tract infections.

We offer the Pfi zer COVID vaccine 
for adults and children, COVID testing, 
fl u vaccine and immunizations, Vitamin 
B supplement injections and STD test-
ing. We can help with DOT physicals, 
occupational health services and sports 
physicals.  

For more information, visit iepur-
gentcare.com/grossepointe or call (313) 
880-1220.

IEP Urgent Care: 
Proud to serve the Grosse Pointes

COURTESY PHOTO

IEP Urgent Care has helped hundreds of Grosse Pointers since opening in 2022.

Companion Care

Personal Care

Alzheimer’s/Parkinson’s/ 
Dementia Care

Catastrophic Injury

313-319-8050
HackettHomecare@gmail.com

Lifelong Grosse Pointe Resident 
John Hackett

hacketthomecare.com

Our  Fami ly ,
C ar ing  for  Yours
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p.m. Thursday, July 31, 
for ages 7 to 12. Cost is 
$40.

August camps include:
◆ Two-Day Clay Camp, 

noon to 2 p.m. Monday 
and Tuesday, Aug. 4 and 
5, for ages 7 and older. 
Cost is $80.

◆ Toddler & Preschool 
Art Morning, 10 to 11:30 
a.m. Wednesday, Aug. 6, 

for ages 18 months to 5 
years. Cost is $25.

◆ Comic Book Camp, 
10 a.m. to noon Thursday, 
Aug. 7, for ages 7 and 
older. Cost is $40.

◆ Bluey Camp, 10 to 
11:30 a.m. Monday, Aug. 
11, for all ages. Cost is 
$35.

◆ Squishmellow Camp, 
10 to 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, 
Aug. 12, for all ages. Cost 
is $35.

◆ Superhero Camp, 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, Aug. 13, for 
all ages. Cost is $35.

◆ Slime Workshop, 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 14, for 
ages. Cost is $35.

◆ Half-Day Full-Week 
Camp, 9 a.m. to noon 
Monday through Friday, 
Aug. 18 to 22, for ages 5 
and older. Cost is $195.

◆ Three-Day Art Camp, 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday 
through Wednesday, 
Aug. 25 to 27, for ages 5 
and older. Cost is $195.

RETURN:
Continued from page 7B

Ford House invites the 
community to enjoy a 
free day of exploration 
dur ing  i t s  annual 
C o m m u n i t y 
A p p r e c i a t i o n  D a y 
Saturday,  Apri l  5 . 
Visitors can experience 
the history, architecture 
and natural beauty of the 
87-acre estate that once 
belonged to Eleanor and 
Edsel Ford.

Located on Lake St. 
Clair, Ford House is a 
N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c 
Landmark that offers 
insight into the lives of 
Edsel Ford, who played a 
key role in shaping the 
Ford Motor Co., and 
Eleanor Ford, a commu-
nity leader and philan-
thropist.

Built in 1928, the 
estate features distinc-
tive architecture, well-
preserved interiors and 
meticulously maintained 
gardens. Today, Ford 

House welcomes visitors 
to explore its history, 
walk the grounds and 
take part in events 
designed for all ages.

During Community 
Appreciation Day, guests 
may choose between two 
free admission options:

◆ Grounds admission 
— Explore the gardens, 
lakefront paths and his-
toric auxiliary buildings. 
Visit the Visitor Center 
to view exhibits on the 
Ford family.

◆ House + Grounds 
admission — Take a self-
paced tour of the main 
residence, where the 
Ford family lived, along 
with full access to the 
gardens, estate grounds 
and exhibitions.

Guests can enjoy sce-
nic lake views, stroll 
through the estate and 
visit The Shop for unique 
gifts and souvenirs. The 
on-site restaurant will be 

open, offering a menu 
with views of the estate’s 
landscape.

V i s i t o r s  h a v e 
described Ford House as 
a unique and welcoming 
destination. Karen B., a 
recent guest, shared, 
“This is really a fascinat-
ing place to visit. The 
staff were extremely 
knowledgeable and 
friendly. Lunch was 
truly delicious with ter-
rifi c wait staff.” 

Another visitor, Kelly 
V., described it as “a 
beautiful place to take a 
walk around the grounds 
and just feel like you’re 
away from the city.”

“This day is about cel-
ebrating the community 
that makes Ford House 
so special,” said Mark J. 
Heppner, president and 
CEO. “It’s our way of 
saying thank you and 
welcoming  guests to 
experience all that the 

estate has to offer — just 
as Eleanor intended.”

Admission is free, but 
advance registration is 

encouraged. The last 
entry is at 7 p.m.; visitors 
are allowed to explore 
the estate until sunset.

For more information 
and to register, visit 
fordhouse.org or call 
(313) 884-4222.

Ford House’s free Community Appreciation Day is April 5

The Moross Greenway Project is in 
search of volunteers for its annual 
spring cleanup event, which takes place 
9 a.m. to noon Saturday, April 12.

Those interested are asked to gather 
next to Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church, 
21150 Moross, at Edgefi eld. Parking is 
available at the church.

Volunteers are asked to bring their 
own work gloves and dress for the 
weather, as the work will be done rain 
or shine. Rubber boots are recom-
mended, as the islands often are wet 
this time of year.

Water, trash bags and traffi c safety 
vests will be provided. 

Volunteers will focus on two main 

tasks:
◆ Trash collection on the large 

islands in the center of Moross.
◆ Garden bed cleanup, using a 

method of cutting plant material into 
small pieces and leaving it in the beds 
to nourish the soil. Volunteers are 
asked to bring hedge trimmers — espe-
cially battery-operated trimmers — 
and/or pruning shears if they are 
interested in garden cleanup.

Moross Greenway board members 
will be on hand, working alongside vol-
unteers and able to answer any ques-
tions.

For more information, visit moross
greenway.org.

Moross Greenway spring 
cleanup planned April 12

Owner Kristen Giancola, center, was joined by Grosse Pointe Farms City 
Manager Shane Reeside, Mayor Pro Tem Beth Konrad-Wilberding, City Clerk 
Derrick Kozicki and her staff for a ribbon-cutting event at the new iCryo loca-
tion, 96 Kercheval in Grosse Pointe Farms. 
iCRYO Grosse Pointe offers cryotherapy, red light therapy, IV drip therapy, 
body sculpting, infrared sauna, a Zerobody Dry Float bed, compression thera-
py, hyperbaric oxygen therapy, ozone UV IV therapy and much more. For more 
information, visit iCRYO on The Hill or call (313) 499-8182.

Offi cial opening
PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

The St. Clair Shores Community 
Chorus is comprised of men and women 
who promote choral music through holi-
day and spring performances, as well as 
additional volunteer events in St. Clair 
Shores and surrounding areas. 

The SCSCC is hosting a fundraiser all 
day Thursday, April 3, at Red Robin, 
32051 Gratiot, Roseville. Red Robin will 
give 20 percent of dine-in and takeout 
orders back to the SCSCC. Patrons must 
mention the fundraiser to their server to 
have their sales counted.

The SCSCC also is preparing for its 
spring concert, “Let’s Go to the Movies,” 
at 3 p.m. Sunday, May 4, at Lake Shore 
High School, 22980 13 Mile, St. Clair 
Shores. Guests will be invited to sing 
along to beloved movies such as “Annie,” 

“Wicked,” “Hairspray,” “Footloose” and 
others. Tickets are $20 in advance, $22 at 
the door. Tickets for ages 4 to 12 are $10; 
children 3 and younger are admitted free. 

To purchase tickets in person, call 
SCSCC President Debby Fuchs at (586) 
872-0019. For credit card payments, visit 
scscommunitychorus.org. 

Directed by Cynthia Ohrt, the chorus 
does not require auditions and members 
do not have to live in St. Clair Shores. 
The chorus is open to ages 14 and older; 
the only requirement is a love of singing.

Rehearsals take place at 7:30 p.m. 
Mondays at Triumphant Cross Lutheran 
Church, 22360 E. 13 Mile, St. Clair 
Shores. Follow the chorus on social 
media or its website — scscommunity-
chorus.org/ — for updates.

SCSCC fundraiser is April 3

MKE Esthetics offers expert waxing services,
facial treatments, and enhancement services

Facial
Services

 Customized skincare to 
refresh & rejuvenate

Enhancement
Services

 Elevate your
natural beauty

Your skin deserves the best - 
treat yourself today!

Ready to 
glow?

03
20

25

Waxing
Services

  

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM FOR BEAUTY TIPS, SPECIALS, AND MORE!

22121 Greater Mack, Suite 8 • St. Clair Shores • 313-505-0753 
Book Online @ mke-esthetics.com

or email @ MKEesthetics1@gmail.com
MEGAN EUGENIO
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Beline Obeid 
Broker/Owner

(313) 343-0100
Beline@Beline.com 
www.Beline.com
19846 MACK AVENUE
GROSSE POINTE WOODS MI 48236
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It takes
a neighbor
to know the 

neighborhood!

032025

CONVENIENT INDOOR PICK UP
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The Patriot Gallery’s 
newest exhibition offi-
cially opens Saturday, 
March 29, which also is 
National Vietnam War 
Veterans Day.

Housed in the lower 
level  of  The War 
Memorial, the gallery is 
providing space for 
Vietnam veterans and 
their families to share 
personal pieces of his-
tory with the commu-
nity.

“This is a very com-
plex issue, period,” said 
Karen Pope, president of 
the Grosse Pointe Artists 
Association and curator 
of the exhibition. “It’s so 
important we have input 
from everybody.”

Items contributed 
from City of Grosse 
Pointe resident and vet-
eran Rufus McGaugh 
include medals, includ-
ing the Purple Heart, as 
well as photos, uniforms 
and ration cans, some of 
them still sealed.

“He’s my only grunt, 
which was the name 
given to infantry sol-
diers,” Pope said. “He 
got the Purple Heart, 
but he also joined 
V i e t n a m  V e t e r a n s 
Against the War when 
he got home.”

Heating pellets, used 
to warm ration meals, 
also are part of the dis-
play, as is an accessory 
pack, which included 
gum, cigarettes, coffee, 
sugar, creamer, matches 
and a toothpick.

The display includes 
what acted as living 
quarters for McGaugh 
when he served.

“You had a poncho 
and a poncho liner,” 
Pope explained. “You 
would use the poncho — 
or, if you were lucky 
enough, two ponchos — 
and put them over twigs 
to make a tent. Then you 
would use the liner as a 
sleeping bag.”

Three display cases 
will include contribu-
tions from individuals 
who served in Vietnam 
— Tom Sherry, John 
Barker and the late 
Roger Garzel.

Sherry was a photog-
rapher on an aircraft 
carrier.

“They had a 12-mem-
ber editorial staff,” Pope 
said. “He was in charge 
of something called 
Familygram, which were 
letters home each week.”

Barker served in 
Guam and has plenty of 
photographs of his expe-
rience to share, too.

Scrapbooks kept by 
Garzel and loaned to the 
exhibition by his widow, 
Elly Garzel, also are part 
of the display.

“His wife gave me all 
of his letters and pic-
tures from his scrap-

books,” Pope said. 
David Helm and Tom 

Woolsey contributed to 
the exhibition as well.

In addition to individ-
uals, organizations like 
Swords to Plowshares, 
the Michigan Military 
Technical & Historical 
Society Museum in 
Eastpointe ,  Burton 
Historical Collection of 
the Detroit  Publ ic 
Library and Grosse 
Pointe News also con-
tributed to the exhibi-
tion. 

“One thing we wanted 
to do with the exhibit is 
make it report on the 
whole era, which was 
long,” Pope said. “This is 
complex era. We need to 
remember; it’s a hard 
story to tell.

“… We’re trying to 

give a balanced look at 
the Vietnam War,” she 
added. “It went on for-
ever and was very con-
troversial. With our 
Arsenal of Democracy 
exhibition (last spring), 
everyone back then sup-
ported the troops. With 
Vietnam, (the contro-
versy) is something you 
can’t overlook. There 
was a lot of opposition to 
the war.”

Pope said while she 
has a foundation of 
items to exhibit, she 
invites community mem-
bers who have memora-
bilia they’d like to share 
to contact her so it can 
be added to the exhibi-
tion, which will run 
through Veterans Day, 
Nov. 11.

“We want the exhibi-

tion to continue to 
change through its dura-
tion,” she said. “We’ll 
change items and also 
allow for community 
ownership of the exhibi-
tion.

“So if people hear 
about it and think they 
have things to add, we 
certainly are up for 
that,” she continued. 
“Vietnam veterans are 
getting older now. This 
is an effort to remember 
that era and honor the 
people.”

Longterm, she noted, 
she hopes people with 
Vietnam memorabilia in 
their homes will con-
sider contributing it to 
the Michigan Military 
Technical & Historical 
Society Museum in 
Eastpointe.

“This is a part of his-
tory,” Pope said. “Rather 
than keeping it in your 
basement, where it 
could be flooded out, 
maybe give items to the 
Eastpointe museum. 
They really take care of 
their archives. They are 
professionals — a really 
good group of volun-
teers; their archivists are 
excellent.

“If you have a part of 
history, that’s valuable,” 
she added. “So after the 
show, it could go to the 
military museum for 

safe keeping. If you 
really care about your 
things, it’s a good place 
to have them saved, so 
when we tell this story 
again, they’l l  have 
more.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Exhibition examines Vietnam War Opening
afternoon
In addition to the opening of 
the Vietnam War exhibition in 
the Patriot Gallery, The War 
Memorial hosts a Vietnam vet-
erans luncheon Saturday, 
March 29, National Vietnam 
War Veterans Day.
Veterans and their families are 
invited to an afternoon lunch 
to commemorate their brav-
ery and sacrifi ce during the 
Vietnam War. A resource fair, 
providing opportunities for 
veterans to connect with vet-
erans organizations and learn 
about additional programs and 
resources, begins at 11 a.m. 
and resumes after lunch.
As part of the program, 
Michigan Veterans Affairs 
Agency Director Brian Love 
will give remarks and hold a 
pinning ceremony for any 
Vietnam veterans in atten-
dance who would like to be 
pinned. The event also in-
cludes the participation of 
Vietnam Veterans of America 
Chapter 154 with the presen-
tation of the colors, the playing 
of taps and a 21-gun salute. 
The War Memorial is a com-
memorative partner of the 
United State of America 
Vietnam War 
Commemoration. To learn 
more, visit vietnamwar50th.
com 
To register, visit warmemorial.
org/eventcalendar11/viet-
nam-veteran-luncheon.

Patriot Gallery to host rotating pieces through Veterans Day
A  segment of a 
letter written by 
Roger Garzel to 
his wife, Elly, 
while he served 
in Vietnam. 

PHOTO 
COURTESY OF 
ELLY GARZEL

COURTESY OF RUFUS MCGAUGH

One of several pieces of memorablia Rufus McGaugh 
contributed to the exhibiotin.

PHOTO COURTESY OF TOM SHERRY

Tom Sherry served as a photographer aboard an aircraft carrier during the 
Vietnam War. Several of his photographs will be on display.
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Dear Gabby: I’m trou-
bled by the town gossip. 
Mrs. X is spreading 
rumors about me and liv-
ing in a smaller town 
means everyone hears 
this and I can tell believes 
it. What can I do? — 
Embarrassed in the Park

Dear Embarrassed: 
Gossip is like a weed 

that spreads through 
secrecy and tension (and 
often boredom). 

It also tends to reveal 
a lot about Mrs. X more 
than her targets. She is 
clearly very insecure.

Very  ca lmly ,  and 
wi thout  edge,  con-
front her (a live phone 
call or in-person meet-
ing can be powerful) 

and let her know that 
n o t  o n l y  a r e  t h e 
rumors hurtful to you, 
they are not true. 

Often the shock of 
being confronted will 
stop it immediately. At 
the same time, be sure 
to lead by example and 
not feed into gossip 
being spread about oth-
ers in your community.

In the end, even if it 
takes time, the truth 
wil l  come to l ight. 
Make sure your char-
acter is one you are 
proud of!

We love problem-solving 
and giving advice! Please 
send us your questions & 
problems to advice@
grossepointenews.com.

Rumor spreading round
in that Grosse Pointe town

DEAR ANNIE:  My 
girlfriend and I have 
been together for four 
years, and most of that 
time has been great. The 
last year and half, however, 
has become quite compli-
cated and strained due to 
her 14-year-old daughter. 
I’ll call her “Rose.” 

When her mother and 
I got together, Rose was 
10, and up until about a 
year or so ago, she was a 
great kid. She warmed 
up to me pretty quickly, 
and we had fun playing 
games, goofi ng around, 
etc. Of course, we knew 
things would change as 
she got into her teen 
years, but I can’t say 
either one of us saw this 
coming. 

Over the last year to 

year and a half, as she 
has gone through the 
changes that come with 
coming of age, she has 
unfortunately gone from 
being that great kid to 
the 14-year-old female 
version of her self-cen-
tered, manipulative, nar-
cissistic father.

She’s very disrespect-
ful —  not just to me but 
even more so to her 
mother. The way she 
treats her mother is abso-
lutely appall ing.  I 
stopped going over to the 
house four months ago 
because the tension in 
the house when she is 
there is unbearable. 

In the last month, Rose 
has chosen to live with 
her father because she 
hates her mother (and 

she used to absolutely 
dread going to her dad’s 
house). This is a girl who 
told her therapist she 
doesn’t care how it makes 
her mom feel (though she 
hasn’t seen the therapist 
in 10 months). 

Unfortunately, my girl-
friend deals with depres-
sion and anxiety issues, 
and I don’t know how to 
help her. Rose moving 
out is best for both of 
them, and as sad as it is to 
say, downright estrange-
ment would probably be 
ideal because they can’t 
be together and not blow 
up at each other. My girl-
friend broke down cry-
ing last night. She feels 
like she has to walk on 
eggshells around her 
daughter. 

My question is how do 
I help her? She needs to 
kick Rose out (for good) 
to her father’s house and 
tell her she’s not wel-
come in her house and to 
not contact her, but of 
course, she can’t bring 
herself to do it, no matter 
how badly Rose verbally 
beats her down. I’m at a 
loss and don’t know how 
to help her, and I really 
worry about her with the 
toll it is taking. — 
Helping a Mother of 
Narcissistic Daughter

DEAR HELPING:
Though you say you’re 
trying to help, advocat-
ing that your girlfriend 
kick her daughter out of 
the house and demand 
no contact is doing quite 

the opposite. 
Rose is 14 years old — 

an age that comes with a 
lot of angst, hormonal 
changes, and parental 
conflict. The fact that 
she’s being rude to her 
mother is sad, of course, 
but it’s also a tale as old 
as time and a phase she’ll 
likely outgrow. What she 
won’t outgrow, however, 
is the trauma of being 
banished from her moth-
er’s house because her 
mother’s  boyfriend 
would rather not deal 
with all the trials and 
tribulations that come 
with raising a teenager. 

The best way to sup-
port your girlfriend is to 
support Rose. Be patient 
with her. Ask her ques-
tions about her life. 
Convince her to resume 
therapy. Set healthy 
boundaries at home.

It won’t be easy, nor will 
it be a quick fi x, but if you 
truly see a future with 
your girlfriend, you need 
to prove that you care 
about her daughter, too. 

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2024 
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Navigating teen turmoil Dear Annie
by Annie Lane

GROSSE POINTEGROSSE POINTEGabbyGabby Pointing you in Pointing you in 

the right the right 

direction with direction with 

real-life advice!real-life advice!

Take advantage of all the 
Grosse Pointe News has to offer:

Subscribe at (313) 882-6900
grossepointenews.com/subscribe

Kid Scoop
What’s your
   FAVORITE PART?

Send us a photo of you with your completed favorite part of our weekly 
KID SCOOP section in the comics — and you’ll be entered to win a 

$25 gift card to WHISTLE STOP HOBBY & TOY in our monthly contest.

JUST EMAIL us at media@grossepointenews.com with your photo, name, 
city and a brief reason why you like KID SCOOP. Your photo may be used 

in our next promotional ad. The deadline is FRIDAY, MARCH 28, 2025.

CONTEST!

“My favorite 
activity is the 
word searches. 
I’m really good 
at them and 
I enjoy doing 
them.”

    — Jonathan           
        Grosse Pointe   
        Farms

MOREMORE
       FUN!

grossepointenews.com/subscribe
(313)882-6900

The Life & Entertainment section has award-winning 
coverage and content designed just for you!

EVERY WEEK

“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”

WHAT’S:
HAPPENING...
PLAYING...
COOKING...
SHOWING...
ON SALE...
ON TAP...
FOR DINNER?

GPT_Crazy for Y0u_9x6 Postcard.indd   1 8/26/2024   11:08:04 PM
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Who couldn’t use 
a few more laughs 
and entertainment 
in their lives?
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by Anna Lizer

5 Out Of 5

I was online searching 
and perusing lip fi ller and 
lip fl ips for a while — try-
ing to fi nd ways to get my 
tiny, small lips looking a 
little plumper and a little 
less, well, old.

After months of hem-
ming and hawing and 
over-thinking, I decided 
to abandon that route and 
cons ider  permanent 
makeup instead. I just 
didn’t want to risk look-
ing fake … or like a duck. 
Or both.  

Lip Blush is a type of 
permanent makeup that 
enhances the color, shape 
and defi nition of your lips. 
Unlike actual tattooing, 
it’s like a unique pixela-
tion and shading tech-
nique — and it lasts 
around two years. Lindsay 
Trudell at Chez LouLou is 
a local expert with multi-
ple certifications and a 
passion for enhancing 
your natural look.

She’s been in the busi-
ness more than 13 years 

and provides several ser-
vices, such as brow nano-
b l a d i n g ,  e y e l i n e r 
enhancement, lip blush 
and even areola tattooing 
for those who have under-
gone breast surgery.  

When the week of my 
appointment arrived, I was 
advised to avoid caffeine 
24 hours before the ser-
vice, avoid any blood thin-
ners like Advil for 48 
hours, no botox or fi llers 
for 10 days before or after, 
no alcohol 24 hours prior

and no sun exposure for up 
to one week prior. Not too 
much prep: You just have 
to show up and lie down.

When you fi rst arrive at 
Chez LouLou (which is a 
lovely salon), you will be 
ushered back to Lindsay’s 
room to discuss color 
options, then get going 
with numbing cream. 
Because I know Lindsay’s 
background and had spent 
a lot of time looking 
through her before-and-
after photos, I knew I could 
trust her to mix up the per-
fect color for me. I am not 
sure if the color I got has a 
name, but it’s a pretty neu-
tral rosy color.

After numbing for a bit 
and chatting about the lat-
est breakthroughs in per-
manent makeup, the 
service began. First of all, 
it should be noted that I am 
an extreme wimp when it 
comes to any and all nee-
dles. I have fainted more 
times than I can count hav-
ing my blood drawn and 
getting shots. I would say 
the pain level of lip blush-
ing is spicy. Maybe a 3.5 on 

a scale of 1 to 10. Most of 
the time I was just happy to 
be lying down and closing 
my eyes on a workday. 

As the service pro-
gressed, there were sev-
eral passes on each 
section of the lip. Lindsay 
is meticulous and a per-
fectionist. There were a 
couple of times after 
focusing on one section of 
my top lip I was ready to 
be done, but it’s nothing 
you can’t handle — trust 
me. The whole process 
lasts maybe 45 minutes.  

After all is said and 
done, your lips will be 
swollen — but in the best 
way possible. They also 
will appear much darker 
than the end result will be. 
After a few days of fl aking 
(do NOT pick at it; just 
keep applying the lovely 
lavender lip balm she gives 
you and it will be good 
in a few days), the 
swelling goes down 
and the color also 
fades to its true color.

I really love the 
results. Not only do my 
lips look fuller, but it 

always looks like they are 
hydrated and healthy. And 
she actually created the 
cupid’s bow I have always 
wished for.  All I do now is 
apply clear gloss and I look 
like I have the perfect 
amount of lipstick at all 
times.

I am giving this service 
5 alligators. It’s a mainte-
nance-free enhancement 
that makes me feel good 
about how I look without 
trying to be someone I’m 
not. Now that I’m hooked, 
I’m considering perma-
nent eyeliner. I’ll keep 
you posted!

We LOVE testing out 
new th ings !  Te l l  us 
about your favorite item 
or something you want 
us to try for you! Drop 
us a l ine at  media@
grossepointenews.com.

Two weeks ago, sev-
eral miles west of Santa 
Rosa, several Russian 
River Valley vineyards 
were almost completely 
underwater.

The scene was dupli-
cated in many low-lying 
vineyards in Napa, 
Mendocino, Lake and 
nearby counties due to 
the heavy rains that hit 
the state’s North Coast, 
or what is essentially 
their wine country. 

So much rain hit the 
area that it created lakes 
that normally are verdant 
vines. Driving along 
Sonoma County’s River 
Road, west of Highway 
101, portions of vine-
yards on both sides of the 
road resembled lakes.

In one vineyard near 
Trenton Road, only the 
tops of vines could be 
seen, while the rest of the 
vineyard was submerged.

Almost every time this 
happens, a television sta-
tion outside of wine 
country sends a camera-
man to get shots of the 
“disaster.” If a reporter is 
sent, he or she will ask a 
grape grower how much 
money will be lost in this 
catastrophe.

The answer: almost 
none.

Grapevines, in addi-
tion to being hardy crit-
ters that can protect 
themselves from many 
stresses, are in hiberna-
tion now. Being under-
water is no big deal. 

Major city news folk 
from places such as 
Miami, Chicago and 
Dallas rarely understand 
the rigors of growing 
wine grapes, thus the 
knee-jerk reaction to call 
a normal situation a 
disaster at the fall of a 
fedora.

The fact is that 
“drowning” grape vines 
was once an annual tac-
tic of grape farmers in 
France. 

In the 1880s, when 
many French vineyards 
were hit with the scourge 
of the root louse phyllox-
era, vines couldn’t survive 
the infestation that would 
eventually kill them.

To hold off replanting 
as long as possible, farm-
ers would often flood 
their vineyards to drown 
as many of the lice as 
possible. The vines were 
largely unaffected.

After the recent rains, 
a few plants might end 
up being uprooted and 
will need to be replanted, 
which can cost some 
money. But older vines 
with deep roots likely are 
safe. Rain damage will 
be minimal compared to 
the many other plagues 
that are regularly visited 
on growers.

On a positive note, the 
heavy rains raised the 
water table as well as the 
level of some of the 
streams and ponds —
water that will be used 
later in the year, such as 
in the hot days of sum-
mer, when water is vital.

The current rains, as 

heavy as they have been, 
st i l l  do not mean 
California is out of 
drought mode. Only so 
much of the rain that fell 
on wine country can be 
captured for later use.

Still, it does mean 
that the tremendous 
pressure placed on all 
North Coast agricul-
tural enterprises has 
eased, and wineries can 
face a little less angst 
when it comes to the 
heat of next summer.

Wine of the Week:
2023 Pine Ridge 

Chenin Blanc + Viognier 
White Blend ($16) —
There may be no more 
versatile white wine 
than this delightful, aro-
matic creation that pairs 
the subtle and classic 
chenin blanc grape (80 
percent) with the wildly 
aromatic viognier. It is 
succulent from a trace 
of sugar.

If served cold, it is dry 
enough to work with 
numerous kinds of food. 
The winery website 
says, “The Chenin aro-
matics bring citrus 
(notes) of tangerine, 
yuzu, pear, orange blos-
som, and honeydew 
melon. The Viognier 

aromatics tend to be a 
little heavier (with) 
stone fruit of peach and 
mango with hints of 
honeysuckle.”

To find out more 

about Sonoma County 
resident Dan Berger, 
v is i t  the  Creators 
Syndicate webpage at 
www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2023 
CREATORS.COM.

To continue on with 
giving you my favorite 
fi sh recipes, I’m going to 
share Ina Garten’s New 
England baked cod rec-
ipe. This recipe is the clos-
est that I’ve found to the 
baked cod I would enjoy 
in Charlestown, MA. 

I  sti l l  remember 
schlepping my kids to 
the friendly neighbor-
hood tavern through 
snow, sleet and rain just 
so I could order the cod. 
The weather didn’t mat-
ter. The fact that this tav-
ern wasn’t stroller 
friendly because it was 
established in 1780, 
didn’t matter either. That 
cod was worth the trek. 

It’s a simple dish with 
simple flavors. Beautiful 
white fillets of fish are 
topped with a buttery, 
herby and lemony crumb 
topping and baked until 
just cooked through. It’s 

comforting and meaty and 
nobody complains that it’s 
too fishy. Some recipes 
don’t call for wine but I love 
the savory sophistication it 
gives the sauce. It makes it 
special. Some recipes even 
use a splash of sherry 
which goes so well. 

I found my cod for a 
great price at Village 
Market. Keep your eyes 
out for deals on fi sh this 
time of year because it is 
the Lenten season. Bring 
some of New England 
into your kitchen with 
this dish. My family 
absolutely loved it!

Cheers, Mombeau

New England Baked Cod

4 skinless, boneless 
cod fi llets (6 to 8 oz each)

Olive oil

Kosher salt & black 
pepper

½ cup Ritz cracker 
crumbs (about 15 crackers)

1/3 cup panko crumbs

2 tbsp fresh chopped 
parsley

2 tsp minced garlic

1 tsp lemon zest

3 tbsp melted butter

¼ cup dry white wine

2 tbsp fresh lemon 
juice

Lemon wedges for 
serving

Preheat your oven to 
400 degrees. Pour two 
tablespoons of olive oil 
into a baking dish and 

tilt to coat the entire 
bottom. Place the cod 
fillets in and give a flip 
to make sure each side 
is coated with oil . 
Sprinkle the tops with 
one and a half teaspoon 
of salt and half tea-
spoon of pepper. Bake 
for 10 minutes.

Meanwhile, combine 
the cracker crumbs, 
panko, parsley, garlic, 
lemon zest parsley and 
one teaspoon of salt in a 
small bowl. Add in the 
melted butter and stir 
until the crumbs are 
moistened. 

Remove the fi sh from 
the oven and pour the 
wine and lemon juice 
directly over the fi llets. 
Pat the crumb mixture 
evenly on the top of the 
fillets. (Don’t worry if 
some crumbs get into the 
sauce!)

Return the fi sh back 
into the oven and cook 
for 12 more minutes. 

Serve hot with pan juices 
and lemon slices.

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON

Rain in vineyards

Best
BAR BURGERSBAR BURGERS

IN TOWN!IN TOWN!

CALL for CARRY-OUTCALL for CARRY-OUT
18666 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Farms

313-881-5675
032025

SEE 
MENU

BEST
BEST

of the

20        24

yKennedy’s

EST. 
1980

Delivery available through
Doordash, Grubhub and UberEats.

LENTEN DINNERS
Yellow Belly

 • PERCH DINNER• PERCH DINNER
 • COD DINNER• COD DINNER
 • SHRIMP DINNER • SHRIMP DINNER

ALL DINNERS INCLUDE
fries, cole slaw or salad

and a warm roll

Check us out on Doordash, Grubhub and UberEatsCheck us out on Doordash, Grubhub and UberEats

DID YOU KNOW?
PERCHPERCHSANDWICHSANDWICH

Best
PERCHPERCH

DINNERDINNER

OPEN FOR LUNCH SATUROPEN FOR LUNCH SATURDAYSDAYS
GRILL OPEN

12pm - 12am
$5 BURGERS

12pm - 4pm

New England favorite

Before

After
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MOVIE REVIEW
“Maria”

2024 - Rated R
2 hr 4 min
★★★★✩

Kudos to Chilean direc-
tor Pablo Larrain for pull-
ing off a remarkable hat 
trick with the release of a 
trio of brilliant fi lm biog-
raphies of three iconic 
women. First there was 
2016’s “Jackie” about 
Jacqueline Kennedy, 
which starred Natalie 
Portman. This was fol-
lowed by “Spencer,” 
which was a brilliant look 
at Princess Diana with 
Kristen Stewart playing 
the title role. Now we are 
treated to an exploration 
of the last week in the life 
of world-renowned opera 
diva Maria Callas. Here, 
veteran Angelina Jolie 
took center stage and 
totally immersed herself 
in the part. What an elec-
trifying performance. 
Brava!

I’m rather surprised 
that the only Oscar cat-
egory the fi lm was nom-
i n a t e d  f o r  w a s 
cinematography. Not 
that the camerawork 
was anything short of 
spectacular, but these 
days, almost nothing 
surprises me when it 
comes to Hollywood. 
Ms.  Jol ie at  least 
deserved a nomination, 
in my humble opinion. 

From early in her career 
with action movies like 
“Lara Croft: Tomb Raider” 
to her more recent serious 
roles, Jolie’s acting chops 
have sure matured. 
Without a doubt, this is 
her most challenging and 
captivating movie to date. 
Here she plays the Greek-
American international 
singing sensation, Maria 
Callas, and she came well 
prepared. Jolie took voice 
lessons and studied Italian 
and opera for seven 
months prior to fi lming. 

And the training obvi-
ously paid off. Not only 
was her lip-synching fl aw-
less, she also sang several 
arias herself, most nota-
bly at the end of the 
movie.  Her performance 
here gives us an intimate 
look at a most fascinating 
and complex character. 

Before I go any further I 
should confess that I’m a 
lifelong opera buff. 
However, you needn’t be 
a fan of the musical genre 
to appreciate “Maria.” 
The majority of the fi lm’s 
music is taken from 
Puccini and Verdi operas, 
which is so romantic and 
emotional, just about any-
one can appreciate it. 

The movie begins in the 
opera star’s opulent 
Parisian apartment, 
where her two loyal ser-
v a n t s  F e r r u c c i o 
(Pierfrancesco Favino) 
and  Bruna  (Alba 
Rohrwacher) discover her 
sprawled on the floor, 
dead from a heart attack. 
It’s a solemn scene that 
could easily have been 
lifted from any number of 
tragic operas. We then 
skip back in time to the 
week leading up to the 
diva’s untimely death. 

Ms. Callas has been 
retired for quite some 
time, even though she is 
only in her early 50s. 
Because of her world-
famous career, she has an 
understandably immense 

ego. But she also has a 
deeply hidden frail and 
vulnerable side to her per-
sonality. She spends her 
days inside her sumptu-
ous apartment with her 
butler Ferruccio and 
housemaid Bruna along 
with her two dogs. Maria 
comically has Bruno drag 
her grand piano from 
room to room, in her 
effort to redecorate her 

place. 
Then she participates in 

an interview with a docu-
mentary f i lmmaker 
named Mandrax (Kodi 
Smit-McPhee). They dis-
cuss her career in inti-
mate detail both in the 
apartment and at various 
locations around Paris. 
Coincidentally, the seda-
tive she takes (abuses), is 
also called Mandrax. So 
are the interviews mere 
hallucinations or are they 
real? She also roams 
around the city and bursts 
into song, surrounded by 
a small orchestra, which 

magically evaporates 
be fore  our  eyes . 
Obviously, fi gments of her 
imagination. At one point, 
she stops into one of her 
favorite bistros (in real 
life). When the waiter 
comes to take her order 
she says, “I’m not hungry, 
I come to restaurants to 
be adored.”

The bulk of the fi lm is a 
random series of flash-
backs, shot largely in 
black and white, detailing 
her life on and off the 
stage. It includes an early 
scene where as a young 
girl, she was forced to 
sing for an SS offi cer. A 
fair amount of time is cen-
tered on her torrid love 
affair with billionaire 
shipping tycoon Aristotle 
Onassis (Haluk Bilginer) 
while both of them were 
married to other people.  

I thought the cinema-
tography was absolutely 
brilliant. Each frame was 
artfully composed and I’m 
not surprised cameraman 
Ed Lachman (“I’m Not 
There,” “Far From 
Heaven”) was nominated 
for an Oscar. The script by 
Steven Knight is also 
noteworthy. And the gor-
geous wardrobe is some-
thing Ms. Callas herself 
would definitely have 
appreciated.  Collectively, 
“Maria” paints an impres-
sionistic portrait of a tal-
ented yet tortured 
individual. It’s a beautiful 
fi lm and I highly recom-
mend it.

Currently streaming on 
Netfl ix. 

Note to parents: I’m not 
exactly sure why the fi lm 
was rated “R”. I’d proba-
bly rate it “PG-13.”

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good 
book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your 
queue, you might watch 
it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel free to email me at: 
dominmark@yahoo.com. 

Also, if you’re looking 
for more recommenda-
tions, be sure to check 
out my blog: moviejunk-
iemark.blogspot.com.

Maria on stage at La Scala. In front of an adoring audience.

Playing cards with Bruna (Alba Rohrwacher) and 
Ferruccio (Pierfrancesco Favino).

Angelina Jolie and the real Maria Callas.

At the Eiffel Tower. Maria with her housemaid Bruna (Alba Rohrwacher).Rehearsing for a potential comeback.

Being courted by Aristotle Onassis (Haluk Bilginer).

by Mark Domin
“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”

Movie Junkie Mark

             PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE APARTMENT, KOMPLIZEN FILM AND FILM NATION ENTERTAINMENT

The regal Maria Callas as played by Angelina Jolie in the 2024 movie “Maria,” 
written by Steven Knight and directed by Pablo Larrain.
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Contract BridgeContract Bridge
A GRAND SLAM

Let’s say you’re declarer in sev-
en hearts and West leads the king of 
clubs. You ruff and see that you’re 
sure to make the contract unless the 
missing diamonds are divided 4-0.

Even in that case, the grand slam can 
be made by playing the diamonds cor-
rectly. Thus, if West has the J-9-6-4, 
you can first cash the king and later 
finesse dummy’s ten to nullify his 
diamonds. If East has the J-9-6-4, you 
can start the suit by playing dummy’s 

ace first and subsequently pick up the 
suit without loss regardless of how 
East defends.

Your only problem, therefore, is 
to try to discover which defender, if 
either, might have all four missing 
diamonds. This is not a difficult task if 
you go about it the right way.

You draw three rounds of trump, 
noting that West started with three of 
them. You next play the ace of spades, 
to which both opponents follow suit, 
and at this point the remainder of the 
play becomes crystal clear.

West surely must have had at least 
six clubs for his four-club bid, and 
since he’s already shown up with 
three hearts and a spade, he cannot 
possibly hold four diamonds. So, if 
either opponent has four diamonds, it 
must be East.

Accordingly, you lead a low diamond 
to dummy’s ace at trick six. After West 
shows out, you continue with the ten. 
When East covers with the jack, you 
win with the king, cross to dummy’s 
carefully preserved queen of spades 
and then lead another diamond, this 
time finessing against East’s nine, to 
bring home the grand slam.

Note that if you had started the dia-
mond suit by first playing the king 
from your hand, the grand slam would 
have gone down the drain. 

©2025 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve BeckerWeekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
Moon Alert: There 

are no restrictions to 
shopping or important 
decisions today. The 
Moon is in Sagittarius. 
Today is the Spring 
Equinox.

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, March 20, 
2025:

You’re compassionate 
and multitalented. You’re 
also kind, empathetic 
and optimistic. You’re a 
valued friend. Exciting 
changes will  bring 
increased personal free-
dom. This is a year of 
learning. Let go of what 
holds you back. Be ready 
to act on new opportuni-
ties. Trust your intuition. 
Travel is likely.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
Today the Sun moves 

into your sign to stay 
for four weeks, giving 
y o u  a  c h a n c e  t o 
recharge your batteries 
for the rest of year. 
Now is the time to put 
yourself first. Go after 
what you want. Enjoy 
the magic of people 
and favorable situa-
tions. Tonight: Seek 
ideas!

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

You might discover 
some financial informa-
tion you wanted to 
know by research, the 
grapevine or through 
an important contact. 
In fact,  discussions 
about  inheri tances, 
shared property, insur-
ance  mat te r s  and 
shared responsibilities 
wil l  be interesting. 
Tonight: Check your 
finances.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

Get  ready  for  a 
lovely four-week win-
dow where your popu-
larity will grow and 
you will love hanging 
out with others, espe-
cially younger, cre-
ative people. For some 
of you, a friend might 
become a lover. (At 
least, a saucy flirta-
tion.) Tonight: Listen.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Once a year, the Sun sits 
at the top of your chart for 
four weeks. Today this 
begins, and it means 
you’re thrust in the spot-
light of the Sun, and this 
light is fl attering! In a word 
— people will admire you. 
Use this! Tonight: Work.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

Grab every opportunity 
to get out of town. In the 
next four weeks, you 
need a change of scenery. 
Book a vacation. Take a 
trip. If you can’t travel, 
then be a tourist in your 
own city. Meanwhile, 
romance with someone 
different might blossom. 
Learn something new! 
Tonight: Play!

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Your focus on shared 
property, shared inheri-
tances, insurance mat-
ters and the wealth and 
resources of someone 
else will be strong in the 
next four weeks. Quite 
likely, you will benefi t. In 
other words, someone 
might give you a gift, a 
favor or an advantage. 
Tonight: Entertain.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

For the next four weeks, 
the Sun will be opposite your 
sign. This can happen only 
once a year, and when it 
occurs, it means you need 
more sleep. Get more rest 
and take catnaps. 
Meanwhile, your focus on 
partners and friends will 
yield excellent observations 
on how to improve your rela-
tions. Tonight: Schmooze.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

You’re willing to bust 
your buns in the next four 
weeks. You want to work 
hard, and you want to work 
smart. Actually, you want it 
all, because in addition to 
being productive, you want 
to boost your health as well. 
High standards are a good 
thing — motivation is every-
thing. Tonight: Check your 
possessions.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Lucky you! For the 
next four weeks you’ll 
enjoy vacations, parties, 
soc ia l iz ing ,  spor ts 
events, playful times 
with kids and opportuni-
ties to express your cre-
ative talents in the arts, 
the entertainment world 
and anything to do with 
the hospitality industry. 
All that fun stuff! Did I 
forget romance? Tonight: 
You’re in charge.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Home, family and your 
private life will be your 
main focus for the next 
four weeks. Many of you 
will become involved 
more than usual with a 
parent. You will also 
focus on redecorating 
projects, home repairs 
and perhaps investigat-
ing another home by 
contemplating a residen-
tial move. Tonight: 
Solitude.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

The pace of your days 
will accelerate in the next 
four weeks. You have 
things to do, places to go 
and people to see! Enjoy 
short trips. Grab any 
chance to learn some-
thing new by taking a 
course or going back to 
school. Spend extra time 
with siblings, relatives and 
neighbors. Life is good. 
Tonight: Friendships.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

Finances will be your 
strong focus in the next 
four weeks. Some of you 
will come up with some 
moneymaking ideas. 
You might look for a bet-
ter paying job. You can 
actually attract money to 
you as well. However, at 
a deeper level, you will 
contemplate your values. 
What really matters? 
Tonight: You’re proud.

BORN TODAY
Actress Holly Hunter 

(1958), fi lmmaker Spike 
Lee (1957), TV personal-
ity Fred Rogers (1928).
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© 2025 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 3/13 Solution

Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

3/20

Universal Crossword

© 2025 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg March 20, 2025

3/13 Solution

Look Around by Kim Alswager3/10

ACROSS
  1 Suddenly 

bright stars
  6 ___ Millions
 10 Smooch on 

the subway, 
e.g.

 13 Encore or 
Enclave

 14 Pops
 15 Segment of  

a journey
 16 *Clouds in a 

mackerel sky
 18 Director 

DuVernay
 19 Eye drops?
 20 Rodeo ropes
 22 

Southern 
alma mater

 24 Lindsay of 
“Mean Girls”

 27 The only 
birds with 
calf muscles

 28 Music player 
originally 
sold for $399

 30 *U.S. city 
home to the 
most chili 
parlors per 
capita

 33 Ponders
 35 Like the 

vegetables in 
a mirepoix

 36 Free, as 
legal work

 39 Emerge from 
the ocean

 43 Dwelling
 45 Capital of the 

First State
 46 

the only 
undrafted 
player in 
NHL history 
with more 
than 600 
goals

 51 Ctrl+Y, on  
a PC

 52 Shrinking 
Asian sea

 53 Slides on an 
icy road

 55 “Contra” 
game 
console, for 
short

 56 Professional 
pursuit

 59 Flashy  
jewelry

 61 Gratuity
 62 Agree, or a 

hint to each 

answer
 67 Take  

advantage of
 68 Fusilli or 

farfalle
 69 TV spot 

seller
 70 Six or more 

games, for 
12-Down

 71 Village  
People hit

 72 Rhythmic 
silences in 
music

DOWN
  1 “SNL”  

network
  2 Agreement in 

Arles
  3 Musical 

master
  4 43,560 

square feet
  5 Scandinavian 

toast
  6 Gloria 

Vanderbilt, 
to Anderson 
Cooper

  7 College 
email ender

  8 Nerve
  9 Where most 

people live

 10 “The fourth 
state of 
matter”

 11 Pious
 12 Two-time US 

Open champ 
Andre

 14 Food served 
with wasabi

 17 Shoe with  
13 holes

 21 Summon
 22 Droopy
 23 San Antonio 

NBA player
 25 &
 26 CBS  

procedural
 29 Fiasco
 31 Hosp. area
 32 Stereotypical 

D&D player
 34 Buckwheat 

noodle
 37 

partner
 38 Poetic  

tributes
 40 Winners of 

the Battle of 
Earth

 41 Relinquish

 42 Greek god  
of love

 44 Caribou 
cousin

 46 Prickly plant
 47 Words from 

one who 

 48 “Magic” 
transport

 49 
 50 Doing nothing
 54 Instrument 

played by 
George 
Harrison on 
“Norwegian 
Wood”

 57 Athletic award
 58 500 sheets
 60 Connecting 

point
 63 “Exit full 

screen” key
 64 Letter after 

zeta
 65 “The best is 

___ to come”
 66 Short albums, 

for short

3/20

DOWN
  1 “SNL”  

network
  2 Agreement in 

Arles
  3 Musical 

master
  4 43,560 

square feet
  5 Scandinavian 

toast
  6 Gloria 

Vanderbilt, 
to Anderson 
Cooper

  7 College 
email ender

  8 Nerve
  9 Where most 

people live

Weekly   ChallengeWeekly   Challenge
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Wumo                                     Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler

Carpe Diem                                                          Niklas Eriksson

Andy Capp                                                                                        Reg Smythe

Flying McCoys     Glenn McCoy

thursday  Comics
Peanuts                                                                                                                           Charles M. Schulz
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B.C.                                                                     Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Crankshaft                                                   Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis

©
 2

02
5 

by
 M

ed
iag

ra
ph

ics
, I

nc
. D

ist
. b

y N
or

th
 A

me
ric

a 
Sy

nd
ica

te

cr
an

ks
ha

ftc
om

ic.
co

m/
bo

ok
s

Scott Ketchum, Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton

“it only sounds like i talk too much
‘cause you don’t say anything at all.”

Dennis the Menace                        Hank Ketchum,

Mother Goose and Grim                                           Mike Peters

Beetle Bailey                                                         Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker
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                              Bill Hoest,
Bunny Hoest and John ReinerThe Lockhorns

“that’s your story, leroy?. . .
this is truly the home of the WHOPPER!”

Bizarro     Dan Piraro and Wayno

Reality Check      Dave Whamond
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Garfield                                                                                                                Jim Davis
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Blondie                                                                                              Chris and Dean Young
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Family Circus                              Bill and Jeff Keane

“But the guy on the radio said
spring begins today.”

©2025 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

Ziggy                          Tom Wilson

Over The Hedge                                   Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus                                                                             Tony Carrilo

Wizard of Id        Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni
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Hagar The Horrible                                                     Dik Browne and Chris Browne
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Marmaduke                   Paul & Brad Anderson

“Remembering how cute he was as a 
puppy isn’t helping me sleep.”

Popeye                                                                  Bud Sagendorf

popeye.com

Close To Home          John McPherson

“Yeah, I’ve been lucky. My Business is 
pretty darned recession-proof.”

Crock                                          Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

thursday Comics
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Just making and selling shoes isn’t 
enough to collect the gold needed 
to fill a leprechaun’s pot. 
Leprechauns have to keep 
an eye on the costs of 
making fairy shoes, too.

Take a look at the cost 
of shoe supplies on 
this list.

How many 
shamrocks 

can you find 
on this page?

W

Their shoes wear out 
very quickly because 
fairies dance all night.

We make shoes 
for fairies! So, we are always busy making 

new shoes for them. And they pay 
us in gold—LOTS of gold!old—

new shoes f
ius in go

ys busy making 
em. And they pay 
LOTS of ld!LOT gold!

           hat if the leprechaun spent more gold coins to make
              the shoes than he charged the fairies? He would run 
out of gold pretty quickly!

If it costs 7 gold coins for the 
supplies to make one pair of 
fairy shoes, what should the 
leprechaun charge so that 
he covers his costs and has 
some money left over to 
pay himself for his work 
to make the shoes?

Picking the right price is important. If the leprechaun 
charges too little, he will lose money. But if he charges 
too much, he will lose customers.

Use these worksheets to add up the costs of making each pair 
of shoes. Then find the difference between the costs and the 
selling price to determine the profit for each pair of shoes.

PROFIT: Money earned after 
the expenses are paid.

Add up the coins on each path that leads to the Leprechaun piggy bank. Which path has the most gold coins?

50 gold coins!?
That’s way too 

expensive for me!

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

y g p,
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
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LEPRECHAUN
CUSTOMERS
PATRICK
LEGENDS
FAIRIES
PETALS
PROFIT
COSTS
SHOES
PRICE
NIGHT
GOLD
PAIR
BUSY
POT

LEPRECHAUN’S GOLDEN VOCABULARY WORD:

Pixie Prancers

TREE BARK ..............

DAISY PETALS .........

PINE NEEDLES .........

LILAC PETALS ..........

TOTAL COST:

PRICE:

PROFIT:

Pretty Petunias

TREE BARK ..............

DAISY PETALS .........

PINE NEEDLES .........

PETUNIA PETALS .....

TOTAL COST:

PRICE:

PROFIT:

Refined Rosies

TREE BARK ..............

DAISY PETALS .........

PINE NEEDLES .........

ROSE PETALS ..........

TOTAL COST:

PRICE:

PROFIT:

       round St. Patrick’s Day, you  
           will often hear legends  
    about leprechauns  
    and their pot of 
    gold at the end of the  
         rainbow. Have you  
           ever wondered  
           where they get 
           all of that gold?

Standards Link: Research: 
Use the newspaper to 

locate information.

Numbers are 
useful every day. 
Look through the 

newspaper to find a 
number that tells each 

of the following:
An address
A price
A phone number
An age
A year

Math is 
GOLDEN!

The verb determine 
means to learn or find 

out exactly.

DETERMINE

Use the word determine in a 
sentence today when talking 
with your friends and family.

The number of coins he 
collects will determine 

what he can buy.

This week’s word:

I knew my luck would 
change the moment I 
picked up a beautiful 
four-leaf clover …
Finish this story.

Four-leaf 
Clover

By selling fairy shoes, 
Lily Leprechaun has earned 
a lot of golden lepre-coins 

(that’s Leprechaun money).

Work with a parent and help 
Lily count her money. You’ll 

need a RED, BLUE and 
GREEN crayon to circle the 

coins that add up to each 
amount. IMPORTANT: You 
can only circle each coin once, 
and when you’re done, every 

coin should be circled.

. 
e 
a 

ach 

Circle in BLUE: 
$1.30 worth of Lepre-coins

Circle in RED: 
55¢ worth of Lepre-coins

Circle in GREEN: 
40¢ worth of Lepre-coins

Small, Large, Larger 
and Largest

Standards Link: Research: Use the newspaper to locate 
information.

Find four numbers in today’s newspaper. Cut 
them out and glue them on a piece of paper in 
order from the smallest to the largest.

Standards Link: Follow simple written directions.

Draw lines between each pair of fairy shoes to make exact 
matches. Look carefully!

Fairy Shoe Sorter

n

ANSWER: When they are French fries! s!!

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.WCCCD.EDU OR CALL 313-496-2600

ONE VISION, ONE DISTRICT, ONE COLLEGE
WAYNE COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT
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Your next move
starts here.

I know real estate.

With the winter high 
school sports season 
wrapping up this month, 
several sports have 
announced their end-of-
season awards, including 
All-State lists. After some 
incredible performances 
this season, several ath-
letes from Grosse Pointe 
South, Grosse Pointe 
North and University 
Liggett School found 
themselves among the 
best in the state at their 
respective sports by 

receiving All-State hon-
ors. 

The Pointes were well-
represented in the All-
State lists for girls 
hockey. After winning 
the Michigan Girls High 
School Hockey League 
Division 1 state champi-
onship for a second year 
in a row, South varsity 
girls hockey had five 
players make All-State. 
Goalie Rosie Smith, 
defenseman Charlie Harr 
and forwards Abby Evans 
and Molly Reynolds were 
all named fi rst team All-
State, while defenseman 

A n a  Z i e l e n i e w s k i 
received second team 
All-State honors. 

Liggett’s girls hockey 
team also had fi ve play-
ers receive All-State rec-
ognition. Avery Welsh, 
Maggie Weiss and Kate 
Ricci all made fi rst team 
All-State. Miranda Alcala 
was second team All-
State, while goalie 
Maddie Hexter earned 
honorable mention.

North girls hockey had 
four players who earned 
All-State recognition to 
end the season. Forward 
Josie Cueter was first 

team All-State and 
Leanna Phillips made 
first team All-State on 
defense. Forward Leah 
Burney was named sec-
ond team All-State and 
Annie Cleland was an 
honorable mention.

Two wrestlers from 
South received All-State 
honors based on their 
respective fi nishes at the 
MHSAA wrestling state 
finals. Senior Wyatt 
Hepner was All-State in 
Division 1 at 150 pounds 
after fi nishing third in the 
weight class. Fellow 
senior Lex Willson also 

was All-State in 
Division 1 at 
190 pounds 
after his sev-
enth-place fi n-
ish.

I n  b o y s 
hockey, Liggett 
had a pair of 
players make 
the All-State 
lists from the 
Michigan High 
School Hockey 
C o a c h e s 
Assoc ia t ion . 
Defenseman 
A n d r e w 
Johnson was 
second team 
All-State in 
Division 3 and 
goa l i e  Ben 
W e h r m a n n 
earned an hon-
orable men-
tion. North also 
had a player 
make the All-
State list in Division 3, 
with sophomore defense-
man Levi Olsey being an 
honorable mention. 

In gymnastics, senior 
captain of the Grosse 
P o i n t e  U n i t e d 
Gymnastics team, Lucy 
Tull, earned All-State sta-
tus with her score on 
beam. Tull earned a 9.325 
on beam, placing her 
fourth in the state in 
Division 2. 

In swimming, Brendan 
Beland achieved All-
State honors in two 

events based on his fi n-
ishes at the recent 
Division 3 state finals. 
Beland finished fifth in 
the 200 freestyle with a 
time of 1:44.48 and was 
fourth in the 100 fl y at 
0:51.87. 

For more All-State 
announcements, come 
back to the Grosse Pointe 
News in the next few 
weeks, as All-State lists 
for other winter sports, 
including boys and girls 
basketball, were not 
announced by press time.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Winter athletes earn All-State 
honors as seasons conclude

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSITY
LIGGETT ATHLETICS

Liggett’s Brendan Beland earned 
All-State status with top-fi ve fi n-
ishes in the 200 freestyle and 100 
fl y at the Division 3 swim and dive 
state fi nals.

PHOTO BY LEON HALIP

Senior goalie Rosie Smith was one of fi ve players from the state-champion Grosse Pointe South girls 
hockey team to receive All-State recognition.

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 

Like many of her 
Grosse Pointe South 
teammates, Abby 
Evans began her 
hockey career by 
p lay ing  for  the 
Bulldogs Hockey Club 
and eventually the St. 
Clair Shores Saints 
before joining South’s 
varsity team in high 
school. Her entire 
career seemed to 
lead up to one 
moment March 8, 
w h e n  E v a n s 
scored the game-
winning goal in 
the Michigan 
Girls High 
S c h o o l 
H o c k e y 
L e a g u e 
Division 1 
championship game to 
help crown her team as 
back-to-back state cham-
pions in her fi nal game 
as a Blue Devil.  

“I got (a pass) from 
Molly (Reynolds) and I 
saw the open net and it 
looked like the goalie 
was screened,” Evans 
said. “I saw an opening, 
so I just kind of shot it 

and hoped for the best. 
Thankfully, it went 
through. It didn’t really 
feel real in the moment. 

… I thought that it was 
really lucky, but it was 
such a good play.”

The goal  was 
Evans’ 18th of the 
season, the second-
most by any player on 

South’s team this win-
ter. She also had a 

team-high 21 assists to 
give her 39 total points, 

once again the second-
most of any Blue 

Devil. 
Evans also 

served as 
one of 

South’s senior captains 
this season. She served 
alongside goalie Rosie 
Smith and fellow for-
wards Bella Peruski and 
Molly Reynolds. Evans 
and her co-captains all 
have at least a few years 
of experience on the ice 
together in their time 
with South, but Evans’ 
bond with some of her 
teammates began before 
she reached high school.

“I’ve played with a lot 
of these girls through 
most of my career,” she 
said. “... It’s like we 
know where each other 
is going to be on the ice 
at all times. Nothing 
would have been possi-

ble without how 

close we 
are as a 
team.”

T h a t 
s t r o n g 
t e a m 
chemistry 
was on dis-
p l a y 
t h r o u g h -
o u t  t h e 
s e a s o n . 
South had 
an impres-
sive sea-
son, with a 
record of 
2 3 - 3 - 1 . 
While the team looked 
dominant at times this 
year, Evans and her fel-
low Blue Devils faced 
adversity at times — and 
high expectations as the 
defending state champi-
ons. 

“There defi nitely was 
some pressure,” Evans 
said. “... Instead of being 
pretentious and thinking 
we had it locked down, 
we had to work towards 

it. Having that as a goal 
and knowing it was 
attainable really pushed 
us throughout the sea-
son.”

The most pressure-
packed moment of the 
season came right before 
Evans helped complete 
South’s state champion-
ship victory. The Blue 
Devils were down 2-0 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

South’s Evans plays crucial role in 
Blue Devils’ girls hockey championship

ATH ETE

Abby EvansAbby Evans

Sponsored by Pointe Capital Management

School: Grosse Pointe South
Sport: Hockey

Everything Evans
• Scored 39 points (18 goals & 21 assists) for 

South girls hockey this season 

• Scored game-winning goal in Division 1 state 
championship game on March 8 

• Named first team All-State by MGHSHL 
See ATHLETE, page 8D

thing E

PHOTO BY LEON HALIP

Abby Evans served as one of
South girls hockey’s senior

captains this season.
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ATH ETEATHLETE
OF THEWEEK

Do you know an outstanding high school athlete? 
Nominate them for Athlete of the Week and put 

them in the running for Athlete of the Year.
All weekly winners will be invited to the end of year Athlete of the Year 

Awards Gala – with top athletes winning scholarships!
Submit online at:

The boys varsity swim 
and dive teams from 
Grosse Pointe South, 
Grosse Pointe North and 
Univers i ty  L igge t t 
School had the chance to 
make a final splash in 
the pool this winter at 
the MHSAA boys swim 
and dive state fi nals last 
weekend. While no 
swimmers from the 
Pointes earned state 
championships, some 
athletes still ended the 
season with strong per-
formances. 

One of the highlights 
of the weekend came 
from the Division 3 state 
fi nals. University Liggett 
junior swimmer Brendan 
Beland earned All-State 
honors in two events 
with top-five finishes. 
Beland was fourth in the 
100 fly with a time of 

0:51.87 and took fi fth in 
the 200 freestyle at 
1:44.48. 

South and North both 
competed at the Division 
2 state finals over the 
weekend. The Blue 
Devils ended up fi nish-
ing 20th in the overall 
team standings, while 
the Norsemen were 29th. 

One of the top fi nishes 
for either team came in 
the diving competition, 
with South’s  Troy 
Richard making it into 
the top 10 in ninth place. 
His South teammates, 
Ethan Hurford and 
Myles Meldrum, fi nished 
26th and 28th, respec-
tively. 

In the 50 freestyle, 
Brady Bond from South 
finished in 10th place 
while James Gusmano 
from North was 20th. 
Bond also earned 10th 
place in the 100 free-
style. 

North’s 200 medley 
relay team of Gusmano, 
James Jewell, Thomas 
Kezhaya and Paul 
Stephens fi nished 26th, 
while South’s team of 
Henry Doyle, Everett 

Wood, Joseph Fodell and 
Nadeem Haurani were 
27th. Huarani, Bond, 
Thomas Brieden and 
Owen Mulcahy fi nished 
12th in the 200 freestyle 
relay. 

Brieden for South was 
16th in the 100 breast-
stroke. Brady Winbigler 
from North cracked the 
top 15 with a 12th-place 
finish in the 500 free-
s t y l e .  W i n b i g l e r , 

Gusmano, Stephens and 
Tyler Collins earned 21st 
for North in the 400 free-
style relay. South’s team 
of Mulcahy, Brieden, 
Bond and Jack Finazzo 
fi nished 18th.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Boys swim and dive season 
wraps up with state finals

PHOTO BY ERIN COLLINS

North varsity swim and dive coach Kyle Kinyon, far left, with swimmers Paul Stephens, James Gusmano, 
Tyler Collins, James Jewell and Brady Winbigler at the Division 2 swim and dive state fi nals.

For the last 22 years, 
the Grosse Pointe 
Wrestling Club has been 
helping introduce young 
athletes from the Pointes 
to the sport of wrestling. 
While the club has been 
on the rise since it 
began, it has experi-
enced a boom in interest 
the past few years and 
recently wrapped up 
another successful sea-
son on the mats. 

The club was founded 
by Tony Cimmarrusti, a 
f o r m e r  H a r v a r d 
University wrestling 
captain and former 
Grosse Pointe South 
wrestling head coach. 
Cimmarrusti started the 
club after participating 
and coaching with a sim-
ilar club in his home-
town in California. After 
helping wrestlers win 
state and national cham-
p i o n s h i p s  t h e r e , 
Cimmarrusti had the 
opportunity to begin a 
club of his own when he 
moved to Grosse Pointe 
nearly three decades 
ago. 

More than 20 years 

later, the Grosse Pointe 
Wrestling Club is still 
going strong. The club 
had dozens of wrestlers 

participate during the 
2024-25 season, with 
some earning new per-
sonal  records and 

achievements and oth-
ers being introduced to 
the sport and falling in 
love with it for the fi rst 
time. No matter what the 
wrestlers can achieve on 
the mat, Cimmarrusti 
believes the true value of 
the wrestling club is 
helping young athletes 
learn the values of hard 
work, dedication and 
teamwork.

“Being part of a team 
is very helpful at any 
age, but wrestling is 
such an individual sport 
too that it teaches you 
how to be accountable,” 
Cimmarrusti said. “You 
have to account for how 
you did when you went 
out there and give it a 
full effort. It’s phenom-
enal for kids’ develop-
ment. Even if they 
wrestle for just a couple 
of years, to have that in 
their repertoire is very 
helpful.”

The club is open to 
both boys and girls who 
are new to the sport or 
have previous wrestling 
experience and provides 
opportunities for the 
athletes to work with 
experienced coaches 

and current local high 
school wrestlers to learn 
and grow their wrestling 
skills. It meets in the 
Grosse Pointe South 
High School wrestling 
room twice a week, with 
the season typically 
beg inning  in  la te 
November or early 
December and running 
through late February.

The club has had its 
share of success in 
recent years in competi-
tions around the state 
and has produced its 
share of talent, like All-
State high school wres-
tlers Wyatt Hepner, Josh 
Lemanski and Paul 
Wilson from South. 
However, the real focus 
Cimmarrusti and his fel-
low coaches have is 
teaching kids not only 
about the fundamentals 
of wrestling, but about 
what wrestling can teach 
them.

“ I t  t eaches  you 
respect,” Cimmarrusti 
said. “That’s the No. 1 
thing that we teach our 
kids — to respect their 
opponent and respect 
the offi cials and respect 
the game. In doing that, 

they fi nd that their self-
respect grows. It’s one 
of the fi rst and foremost 
values that we teach and 
uphold.”

“Talking about love 
for the sport and love for 
each other is really 
impor tan t , ”  added 
Jeremy Linne, a former 
Grosse Pointe South 
wrestling captain who 
now coaches with the 
Grosse Pointe Wrestling 
Club. “We want to 
express to these kids 
that we care about them 
and their feelings mat-
ter. … It’s OK that you 
cry when you lose, but 
you’re going to get back 
up and shake the hand 
of your opponent and 
shake the hands of the 
coaches and wrestle 
another match, and 
teaching them how to do 
that and recover in situ-
ations like that is really 
important.”

With the current sea-
son coming to an end, 
the Grosse Pointe 
Wrestling Club has its 
sights set on continuing 
to grow each year. This 
summer, the club plans 
to host a summer camp 
at Grosse Pointe South 
to offer wrestlers the 
opportunity to continue 
working on their skills 
in the offseason. 

With more athletes 
and their  famil ies 
becoming involved in 
the club each year, 
Cimmarrusti  knows 
none of this would be 
possible without the 
help of his fellow 
coaches and the parents 
of the wrestlers them-
selves. 

“It’s a big group of 
kids with great parents,” 
Cimmarrusti said. “... 
Next year, since we have 
such a great nucleus of 
kids, we’re going to start 
wrestling in tourna-
ments sooner. We’re 
really having a fair 
amount of success wres-
tling in competitions 
and we really anticipate 
that the club is going to 
continue to grow.”

For more information 
about the Grosse Pointe 
Wrestling Club, email 
gpwrestlingclub48236@
gmail.com.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Grosse Pointe Wrestling Club continues 
growth after successful 22nd season

COURTESY PHOTO

The Grosse Pointe Wrestling Club, founded by Tony Cimmarrusti, recently had its 22nd season of intro-
ducing young athletes to the sport of wrestling and what they can learn from the sport on and off the mat.
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CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

SYNOPSIS: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 3, 2025

The regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 7:00 P.M.
ROLL CALL:All Councilpersons were present
MOTIONS PASSED

Committee held on February 11, 2025 and the Planning Commission meeting held on 
February 26, 2025.

is hereby adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

RESOLUTIONS PASSED

design and schematic design on the Community Center project. 

conjunction with the Fraser Square development.

_________________________ _________________________
Valerie Kindle, Mayor Leslie M. Frank, 

What do you get when you take hundreds of athletes from three local high schools, form more than 30 varsity teams and spread them 
across nine sports? You have the makings for one action-packed 2025 spring sports season in Grosse Pointe.

The GP News sports staff talked to the teams’ head coaches to get the inside scoop on what fans can expect from some of their favor-
ite teams this season. This week, we have your pre-game prep for boys lacrosse and girls soccer. Be on the lookout for more spring sports 
previews in the Grosse Pointe News in the coming weeks.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

2025 Spring Sports Previews��

After a 2024 season 
that had its ups and 
downs, the Grosse 
Pointe South varsity 
boys lacrosse team is 
getting ready for the 
2025 season looking to 
lead the program back to 
winning ways. While the 
Blue Devils will have 
their share of veteran 
leadership this spring, 
the real heart of South’s 
team lies in its young tal-
ent, with an exciting 
group of young players 
the Blue Devils hope can 
lead them to success 
both this spring and in 
the future.

“The strength of this 
program is in its youth,” 
South boys lacrosse 
head coach Just in 
Macksoud said. “... 
These young guys are 
talented and they’re hun-
gry. Everyone is commit-
ted to being here for 
lacrosse. It’s exciting.”

That young talent is 
mostly prevalent on the 
offensive side for South. 
The team’s attack is led 
by a crop of juniors 
including Jack Smith, 
Jack Cotton and Eugene 
Agnone. What that group 
lacks in varsity-level 
playing experience, 
South hopes they can 
make up with both talent 
and heart.

“They haven’t played a 
lot of games at the var-
sity level, but what’s dif-
ferent about this year’s 
team is that our entire 
a t t a c k  i s  b a c k , ” 
Macksoud said. “... Our 
entire attack is back and 
since they’re juniors, 
they’ll be back again 
next year.”

While a group of 
juniors will anchor the 
attack, senior Henry 
Tiderington is going to 
be looked at as the focal 
point of South’s mid-
fi eld. Alongside him will 
be sophomores Jackson 
Kean and Matthew Bejin, 

who are expected to 
become impact players 
right away. 

Aidan Clarke and 
Davis Linnell are going 
to be looked at as key 
pieces of South’s defense 
and anchoring it all in 
the back is returning All-
State senior goalie Lucas 
Valice. 

The team will have to 
battle its way through 
the MAC Red Division 
and a challenging non-
league schedule that 
includes games against 
Novi, Stoney Creek and 
Notre Dame Prep. While 
t h e  y o u n g  t a l e n t 
expected to lead the way 
for South this year might 
be inexperienced, the 
work they have put in to 
improve themselves 
leading up to the season 
is giving the team opti-
mism that they can meet 
expectations.

“This team is extremely 
talented, but the work 
that they put into every-
thing on their own,” 

Macksoud said. “… You 
have to put in some work 
on your own, throwing 
the ball against the wall 
and shooting and getting 

in shape.”
South opened the sea-

son against Novi after 
press time Wednesday, 
March 19. The team 

returns to action after 
spring break with a 
game Thursday, April 3, 
on the road at Port 
Huron.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

South boys lacrosse looks to ride 
talent, skill to success this spring

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Junior Eugene Agnone is expected to be one of the leaders of a highly-skilled 
attacking group on this season’s South boys lacrosse team.

Young Norsemen eager to develop 
skills throughout lacrosse season

The Grosse Pointe 
North varsity boys 
lacrosse team comes into 
this spring season with a 
mixed bag of experience. 
Some players are coming 
back with another year of 
lacrosse under their belt 
while some are strapping 
on their helmets in a var-
sity lacrosse game for the 
fi rst time. 

While the roster has its 
share of youth, including 
a group of 10 freshmen, 
the upperclassmen who 
are back for another 
lacrosse season have 
shown their coaches that 
they have grown bigger 
and better since last year.

“They’re playing with a 
bit more confidence,” 
North boys lacrosse head 
coach Mark Seppala 
said. “They’re more 
familiar with the game, 
so they’re playing more 
assertively. Last year, 
when they were younger 
and smaller they weren’t 
quite sure what to do. 
This year, they’re step-
ping up. They want the 
ball. They want to score 
and be impact players. 
Having that confi dence is 
going to make a big dif-
ference for these guys 
going forward.”

Teagan Harbin and 
Cameron DuCharme are 
this year’s only seniors 
on the roster. They will 
bring the most veteran 
leadership and are 
expected to play key 
roles on the fi eld along-
side standout juniors like 
E m e r s o n  H i l l i k e r , 
Stephen Listman and 
J.R. Smarch. 

North moves this year 
into the MAC White 
Division, putting the 

t e a m  a l o n g s i d e 
Chippewa Valley, L’Anse 
Creuse, L’Anse Creuse 
North and St. Clair in the 
league. The Norsemen’s 
non-league schedule 
includes challenging 
tests against Stoney 
Creek, University Liggett 
School and Ann Arbor 
Greenhills, among oth-
ers. 

The team hopes its 
young players will 
develop quickly with the 
guidance of the more 
experienced veterans. 
There may be some 
bumps along the way, but 
the energy the players 
have given in the offsea-
son and early practices 
have shown the coaches 

they are going to be will-
ing to learn and grow 
throughout the spring.

“They’re all very enthu-
siastic and there’s a lot of 
good personalities,” 
Seppala said. “If we can 
keep up that energy and 
the effort level, these 
guys are going to improve 
vastly in a short amount 
of time. I’m eager to see 
what we look like as the 
season goes on.”

North began the sea-
son after press time 
Wednesday, March 19, 
against Stoney Creek. 
After spring break, the 
Norsemen take the fi eld 
again at home Tuesday, 
April 1, hosting L’Anse 
Creuse.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

North boys lacrosse is looking to upperclassmen 
like J.R. Smarch to step into leadership roles on a 
young Norsemen team this spring.
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The University Liggett 
School boys varsity 
lacrosse team put 
together an impressive 
regular season in 2024, 
reaching double-digit 
wins before falling early 
in the playoffs. As the 
Knights get ready to take 
the fi eld for a new season 
this spring, a mix of sea-
soned veterans and 
young talent looks to 
step up to build on the 
positives of last year. 

The biggest areas the 
Knights are looking 
toward to anchor this 
year’s team are the 
attack and the midfi eld. 
Nick Gould and Luke 
Slanec are expected to 
lead the attack for 
Liggett, while veterans 
like Griffin Marchal, 
Alex Gould and Landen 
Maltby are going to be 
key pieces in the mid-
fi eld. 

While defensive pieces 

like senior defender 
Bobby Harthorn and 
goalie Ryan Cordero 
should still be impact 
players, Liggett is com-
ing into the season fac-
ing some uncertainty 
with much of its defen-
sive core. That means the 
Knights are going to rely 
on putting pressure on 
opponents and lighting 
up the scoreboard as 
their key to wins.

“We need to be able to 
score a lot of goals,” 
Liggett boys lacrosse 
head  coach  Mike 
Costanzo said. “We’re 
going to have to fi gure 
out who we are defen-
sively. … I’m not sure 
who’s going to be the 
defensive unit yet, but 
we have a number of 
good players who are 
ready to fi ll in. We might 
have a different defense 
in every game based on 
circumstances, but the 
offense we’re going to 
have to rely on to score 
some goals.”

The Knights will have 
to rely on their scoring 
and try to work things 
out defensively while 
working toward their 
ultimate goal of winning 
the Catholic League and 
going on a deep run in 
the playoffs. While there 
may be uncertainty in 
some areas, the coaches 
are confi dent this year’s 
team has strong chemis-
try, especially among the 
returning veterans. That 
confi dence in each other 
could be another key 
that carries Liggett far 
this season.

“We talk a lot about 
trust,” Costanzo said. “... 
The coaches are going to 
trust the players who are 
consistent and show up 
every day with a positive 
attitude and good energy. 
I think that’s what we 
need to work on and 
build on.”

The Knights open the 
season Tuesday, April 1, 
at home against Shrine 
Catholic at 4:30 p.m.

ULS boys lacrosse 
sees scoring as 
strength in 2025
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter
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Luke Slanec is one of several strong attacking players that Liggett boys la-
crosse is going to rely on this spring.

The Grosse Pointe 
South varsity girls soc-
cer team is ready to play 
another season and 
build on its strong 2024 
campaign. Last spring, 
the Blue Devils fi nished 
second in the MAC 
White Division and 
advanced to the regional 
fi nals of the Division 1 
state playoffs, making 
them one of the eight 
teams left in the post-
season. 

However, like any 
high school team, South 
will have to build on 
that success this season 

with a slightly different-
looking group after 
graduating some key 
seniors from last year’s 
squad. The players who 
will lace up their cleats 
for the Blue Devils again 
this year are still a well-
seasoned group that has 
experience playing 
together and in big 
games.

“All the girls get along 
and our team chemistry 
is really good,” South 
girls soccer head coach 
Chris Bolio said. “The 
team culture is pretty 
good, which it has been 
for a handful of years 
now. When you have a 
group that all gets along 

instead of having little 
cliques, everyone tends 
to play better together. 
We’re going to try to 
play the style of soccer 
that we’ve been trying 
to implement the last 
few years and work 
more on ball possession 
than anything else and 
try to build out of the 
back.”

That strong chemistry 
will especially be on dis-
play with the group 
leading South’s attack 
t h i s  s e a s o n .  L i l a 
Brundage, Savannah 
Spangler and Brooke 
Hepner are expected to 
be at the forefront for 
the Blue Devils this sea-
son when it comes to 
generat ing scor ing 
opportunities. On the 
back line, senior Ava 

Pappas should have a 
major role defensively, 
while sophomore Abiah 
K a r o s h u s  a l s o  i s 

expected to step in and 
contribute heavily on 
defense. 

The Blue Devils will 
need everyone to con-
tribute to overcome 
what they expect to be a 
challenging schedule 
this spring. South once 

again will compete in 
the MAC White Division 
and its league schedule 
includes two meetings 

with rival Grosse Pointe 
North. The team’s non-
l e a g u e  s c h e d u l e 
includes opponents 
from the MAC Red 
Division such as Dakota 
and Anchor Bay, as well 
as a game against 
Salem, the team that 

eliminated the Blue 
Devils in the regional 
championship game last 
season.

The hope for South is 
that all of those chal-
lenges put them exactly 
where they want to be 
and when. That is, play-
ing its best soccer when 
it matters the most.

“One thing that we 
always stress is that we 
want them to keep 
growing throughout the 
season and not peak too 
early,” Bolio said. “... 
You want to make sure 
that you’re climbing and 
climbing and climbing 
until you get to the end.”

South begins the sea-
son Friday, March 21, 
with a road game at 
L’Anse Cruise begin-
ning at 7 p.m.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

South girls soccer looks to build 
on 2024 success this spring

PHOTOS BY MIKE ADZIMA

Senior Savannah Spangler, above left, and sopho-
more Brooke Hepner, above right, are part of a 
strong group of forwards for the Blue Devils head-
ing into this spring season.

‘All the girls get along and our team 
chemistry is really good  ... When you 
have a group that all gets along 
instead of having little cliques, 
everyone tends to play better together. ’
CHRIS BOLIO, GP SOUTH GIRLS SOCCER HEAD 
COACH
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With the 2025 season 
set to begin, the Grosse 
Pointe North varsity 
girls soccer team enters 
this spring now two 
years removed from its 
2023 Division 2 state 
championship victory. 
Last season had its highs 
and lows, with the team 
winning just six games 
with a new head coach 
and high expectations 
coming off of a state 
championship. 

Expecta t ions  are 
mixed going into this 
season, with a relatively 
y o u n g  g r o u p  o f 
Norsemen ready to step 
into major roles on the 
team. While youth and 
inexperience may bring 
some uncertainty, the 
group’s eagerness to 
learn and grow is giving 
the team confi dence that 
it can fi nd success.

“It’s a very coachable 
group,” North girls soc-
cer head coach Thalu 
Masindi said. “They’re 
willing to learn already 
and had been asking a 
lot of questions in the 
offseason about how 
they can play certain 
positions or if they can 
try certain positions. … 
We’ll see a lot of youth-

ful energy and a lot of 
learning throughout. It 
might not be easy at the 
start, but once we get a 
couple of games under 
our belts, they’ll start to 

gel together and fi gure it 
out on the fi eld.”

The team comes into 
this season with just one 
senior in the lineup, 
Mar ia  Cas t ronero . 

Juniors such as Meredith 
Dodenhoff and Leah 
Burney also are expected 
to be key leaders on this 
year’s team as some of 
the more experienced 

veterans. 
North moves from the 

MAC Red Division to the 
MAC White Division this 
year, so its conference 
opponents  inc lude 

C h i p p e w a  V a l l e y , 
Lakeview, St. Clair, 
Stevenson, Utica and 
crosstown rival Grosse 
Pointe South.  The 
Norsemen are eager to 
face the challenges the 
schedule can give them 
and have been preparing 
for the season by chal-
lenging themselves in 
the offseason and on the 
practice fi eld.

“I’m really challenging 
the girls to fi nd that com-
petitive edge within 
them and to push them-
selves 1 percent more 
every time they step on 
the practice field,” 
Masindi said. “As much 
as we want to compete 
against other teams, we 
also have to compete 
against ourselves. … 
We’ve been doing a lot of 
team bonding and get-
ting to know each other 
and making sure that 
when we step on the 
fi eld, we’re comfortable 
enough to play alongside 
our new teammates.”

The Norsemen began 
the season after press 
time Wednesday, March 
19, on the road against 
L’Anse Creuse. They 
resume action after 
spring break with a 
game Wednesday, April 
2, at L’Anse Creuse 
North. 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

North girls soccer ready to face 
challenges ahead in new season

With the weather get-
ting warmer and the 
grass getting greener, 
the University Liggett 
School varsity girls soc-
cer team is getting ready 
to lace up their cleats 
and take the pitch for 
another season. Last 
spring was a bit of a 
mixed bag for the 
Knights, who finished 
the season with an 8-8 
record and a loss in the 

district championship 
game. 

While the team will 
have to cope with the 
loss of some key seniors 
from last year’s team, 
including leading scorer 
Sof ie  Ancona,  the 
Knights are confident 
the talent on this team 
will be able to help the 
program take another 
step forward. 

“We’ve got a really 
good group of younger 
players coming in,” 
Liggett girls soccer head 

coach David Dwaihy 
said. “We do also have a 
pretty sizable senior 

class with a lot of expe-
rience. I’m confident 
that we’ll pick up where 

we left off. We ended at 
the hands of Shrine last 
year in the district and 

they’re a top team in the 
state every year. We 
gave them a good game, 

so if that’s the bar this 
year, then we can push 
for it.”

Some of this year’s 
seniors expected to step 
up include Kerith Short, 

who should be a main 
focus of the Knights’ 
attack, and dynamic 
midfielder Addison 
H a m i l t o n .  F e l l o w 
seniors Addie Ancona, 
Elizabeth Dickey and 
Anna Gray will be key 
pieces on the back line 
for Liggett’s defense, 
while sophomore Aline 
Rahaim is expected to 
step into the starting 
goaltender role.

With talent spread out 
around the field, the 
Knights are hoping they 
can have a dynamic 
style of play this year. 
The team wants to focus 
on not trying to rush 
chances, but rather sit-
ting back and creating 
opportunities to strike 
from anywhere.

“More than ever, I like 
to think that we can play 
a true passing style 
where we’re very rarely 
playing the ball forward 
in a panicked way,” 
Dwaihy said. “Every 
pass is calculated and 
we’re moving when we 
don’t have the ball and 
are trying to spring 
some passes together 
when we’re on the 
attack. … Hopefully, we 
can be defensively orga-
nized and that will be a 
priority. When we get 
the ball on the ground 
and settle it and start 
moving it, we hopefully 
can create chances in 
very deliberate ways 
and pass our way in 
behind them.”

Liggett begins the sea-
son Tuesday, April 1, 
hosting Grosse Pointe 
South at 4:30 p.m.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Liggett girls soccer seeks balance 
with dynamic talent this spring

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Kerith Short returns to the Knights for her senior season this spring and is expected to play a major role on offense for the team.

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Maria Castronero returns to North girls soccer this season as the team’s only senior in the lineup this 
spring.

‘We’ve got a really good group of younger players coming 
in. We do also have a pretty sizable senior class with a lot of 
experience. I’m confi dent that we’ll pick up where we left 
off.’
DAVID DWAIHY, LIGGETT GIRLS SOCCER HEAD COACH
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Place an Order
MAIL OR FAX THIS FORM (OR PLACE AN ORDER ON OUR WEB SITE)
Grosse Pointe News
Mail: Classified Advertising, 16980 Kercheval Pl., Grosse Pointe, MI 48230
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YOUR ADVERTISEMENT
CLASSIFICATION NAME:

$25 FOR 35 WORDS. ADDITIONAL WORDS, .30¢ EACH. CALL FOR COLOR!

NO. OF WEEKS:                  X    COST PER WEEK:                =    TOTAL:                 
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40                      $26.5039                      $26.2038                      $25.9037                      $25.60
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DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
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PRICING
Prepayment is required. We accept 
credit cards, cash and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
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Please call early.

WORD ADS:
35 words for $25.00;
additional words are 30¢ each.
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AND CENSORSHIP
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each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves 
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submitted for publication.
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Responsibility for classified 
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a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error. 
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We assume no responsibility for the 
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
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CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
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General 
Listings
ANNOUNCEMENTS
097 Property for Sale
098 Greetings
099 Business Opportunities
100 Announcements
101 Prayers
102 Lost & Found
SPECIAL SERVICES
103 Attorneys/Legal
104 Accounting
105 Art
106 Business Services
107 Catering
108 Computer Service
109 Entertainment
110 Delivery Service
111 GP Miscellany
112 Health & Nutrition
113 Home Concierge Services
114 Music Education
115 Party Planners/Helpers
116 Local Harvest

117 Secretarial Services
118 Tax Service
119 Transportation/Travel
120 Tutoring Education
121 General Services
122 Alterations/Tailoring
123 Decorating Services
124 Beauty Services
125 Financial
126 Contributions
127 Video Services
128 Photography
129 Sports Training
130 Art Frame/Restore
131 Counselors/ Therapists
HELP WANTED
200 Help Wanted General
201 Help Wanted   
 Babysitter
202 Help Wanted Clerical/  
	 Office
203 Help Wanted Dental/
 Medical
204 Help Wanted Domestic
205 Help Wanted Legal

206 Help Wanted Part Time
207 Help Wanted Sales
208 Help Wanted Nurses 
 Aide/Caregiver
209 Help Wanted Professional
210 Help Wanted Restaurant
211 Help Wanted Management
212 Job Fair
SITUATION WANTED
300 Situations Wanted  
 Babysitter
301 Clerical
302 Convalescent Care
303 Day Care
304 General
305 House Cleaning
306 House Sitting
307 Nurses Aides
308	Office	Cleaning
309 Sales
310 Assisted Living
312 Organizing
MERCHANDISE
400 Antiques / Collectibles

401 Appliances
402 Arts & Crafts
403 Auctions
404 Bicycles
405 Computers
406 Estate Sales
407 Firewood
408 Furniture
409 Garage/Yard/  
 Rummage Sale
410 Household Sales
411 Clothes/Jewelry
412 Miscellaneous Articles
413 Musical Instruments
414	Office/Business		 	
 Equipment
415 Wanted To Buy
416 Sports Equipment
417 Tools
418 Toys/ Games
419 Building Materials
420 Resale/Consignment  
 Shops
421 Books

ANIMALS
500 Animals Adopt A Pet
502 Horses For Sale
503 Household Pets For Sale
504 Humane Societies
505 Lost And Found
506 Pet Breeding
507 Pet Equipment
508 Pet Grooming
509 Pet Boarding/Sitting
510 Animal Services

AUTOMOTIVE
600 Cars
601 Chrysler
602 Ford
603 General Motors
604 Antique/Classic
605 Foreign
606 Sport Utility
607 Junkers
608 Parts/Tires/Alarms
609 Rentals/Leasing

610 Sports Cars
611 Trucks
612 Vans
613 Wanted To Buy
614 Auto Insurance
615 Auto Services
616 Auto Storage

RECREATIONAL
650 Airplanes
651 Boats And Motors

652 Boat Service/Care
653 Boat Parts
654 Boat Storage/Docking
655 Campers
656 Motorbikes
657 Motorcycles
658 Motor Homes
659 Snowmobiles
660 Trailers/Tractors
661 Water Sports
662 Recreational Vehicles

Real Estate
RENTALS
700 Apts/Flats/Duplex:  
 Grosse Pointe/Harper Woods
701 Apts/Flats/Duplex:
 Detroit/Wayne County
702 Apts/Flats/Duplex: St.  
 Clair Shores/Macomb County
703 Apts/Flats/Duplex:
 Wanted to Rent
704 Houses: Rent
705 Houses: Grosse   
 Pointe/Harper Woods
706 Houses: Detroit/
 Wayne County
707 Houses: St. Clair Shores/
 Macomb County
708 Apts/Flats/Duplex: Rent
709 Townhouses/ 
 Condos to Rent

710 Townhouses/Condos  
 Wanted
711 Garages/Mini Storage  
 for Rent
712 Garages/Mini Storage  
 Wanted
713 Industrial/Warehouse  
 Rental
714 Living Quarters 
 to Share
715 Hunting Rentals
716	Offices/Commercial	
 for Rent
717	Offices/Commercial		
 Wanted
718 Property Management
719 Rent with Option to Buy
720 Rooms for Rent
721 Vacation Rental:   
 Florida

 
722 Vacation Rental: 
 Out of State
723 Vacation Rental:   
 Michigan
724 Vacation Rental: Resort
725 Rentals/Leasing
726 Waterfront
727 Relocation Services

HOMES/LOTS FOR SALE
800 House for Sale
801 Commercial Buildings
802 Commercial Property
803 Condos/Apts/Flats
804 Country Homes
805 Property for Sale
806 Florida Property
807 Investment Property
808 Waterfront Homes

809 Waterfront Lots
810 Lake/River Resorts
811 Lots for Sale
812 Mortgages/Land
       Contracts
813 Northern Michigan  
       Homes
814 Northern Michigan Lots
815 Out of State Homes &  
       Property
816 Real Estate Exchange
817 Real Estate Wanted
818 Sale or Lease
819 Cemetery Lots
820 Business For Sale
821 Open House
822 Vacation Properties
824 Mobile Homes
825 Estate Sales
826 Auctions

Guide to
Services
900 Air Conditioning
901 Alarm Installation Repair
902 Siding
903 Appliance Repairs
904 Asphalt Paving Repair
906 Basement Remodeling
907 Basement	Waterproofing
908	Bathtub	Refinishing
911 Brick/Block Work
912 Building/Remodeling
913 Cargo/ Auto Transport
914 Carpentry
915 Carpet Cleaning
916 Carpet Maintenance
917 Carpet & Tile Removal
918 Cement Work
919 Chimney Cleaning

920 Chimney Repair
921 Closets
922 Computer Services
923 Construction Repair
924 Demolition
925 Decks/Patios
926 Doors
927 Debris/ Clutter 
 Removal
929 Drywall/Plastering
930 Electrical Services
933 Excavating
934 Fences
935 Fire/Flood Damage
936 Floor Sanding/  
	 Refinishing
937 Floor Installation
938	Furniture	Refinishing/	
 Upholstering
939 General Services

940 Glass-Residential/  
 Commercial
941 Hoarding
942 Garages
943 Landscapers / Gardeners
944 Gutters
945 Handyman
946 Home Services
947 Heating/Cooling
 Repair & Installation
948 Insulation
949 Janitorial Services
950 Engine/Motor Repair
951 Iron Work
952 Locksmith
953 Marble/Stone
954 Painting/Decorating
956 Pest Control
957 Plumbing & Installation
958 Pool Maintenance

959 Power Washing
960	Roofing	Service
961 Security Enforcement
962 Sanitation Services
964 Sewer Cleaning Service
965 Shutters
966 Snow Removal
968 Shrink Wrapping
969 Swimming Pool Service
970 T.V./Radio/CB Radio
971 Tree Service
973 Tile Work
974 VCR/DVD Repair
975 Vacuum Sales/Service
976 Ventilation Service
977 Wall Washing
980 Window Installation
981 Window Washing
983 Welding

COMPLETE INDEX

801 COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS

COMMERCIAL
BUILDING

near 9 Mile/ Harper.
Approx. 1,600 sq. ft.

Good as New.
Up front offices and

warehouse,
parking, $179,900.
Brokers welcomed.

Land contract
considered. Quick

occupancy.
(313)618-5650 or

tkpointes@gmail.com

803 CONDOS / APTS / FLATS

FOR SALE
BY OWNER

1708 Vernier,
Berkshire

Condominiums.
Open concept 3

bedrooms 2.5 baths
attached garage.

Completely
updated 2017

newer appliances,
windows, 1st floor
laundry and hard-
wood through out.
Excellent condition!

Nice walkable
neighborhood.
$315,000.00

 (313)350-1412

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS
2 BEDROOM
2 1/2 bath

on St. Clair,
basement,

2 car garage,
back up generator,

1,700 sq. ft.
No pets,

good credit.
1 year lease

$1,500.00 a month
plus security

$1,500.00
Available April 15.

(586)212-0995

Property For Rent

classifi ed advertising 
AD OF THE WEEK

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Electrical Repairs
Code Violations

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Electrical Repairs
Code Violations

Your Local
Handyman Service

ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, 
MASONRY, PAINTING,

WATERPROOFING
PLUS MUCH MORE.

Honest & Professional

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONSUMER
CELLULAR

the same reliable,
nationwide

coverage as the
largest carriers.
No long- term

contract, no hidden
fees and activation

is free. All plans
feature unlimited

talk and text,
starting at just
$20/ month.

For more
information, call
1(866)306-6243

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

EXTREMELY
Experienced

craft bartender
available for any
parties or events.

 Will Provide
everything except

alcohol.
 Anthony

(shots & crafts)
(313)919-3030

PREPARE for power
outages today with

a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive

a FREE 5 Year
warranty with

qualifying purchase.
Call 1(855)773-8191
today to schedule a
free quote. It’s not
just a generator.

It’s a power move.

101 PRAYERS

ST. JUDE
thank you
for prayers

answered. J.D.

111 GP MISCELLANY

HOSPITAL BED

FREE

You pick up
(313)515-0692
Leave message

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

BELDING CLEANERS
currently hiring for

a Clothing
Packaging, Sorting

and Inspection
position.

Great Work
atmosphere.

Full & Part time
available

$16- $19+ an hour.
Come in and fill out

an application:
15139 Kercheval

Or email resume to:
info@belding
cleaners.com

EXPERIENCED
CAREGIVERS.

Must be honest,
compassionate,

neat and
well spoken.

Must have reliable
transportation and

references.
Call (313)409-0120
Full and part- time,

days, evenings,
 weekends.

208 HELP WANTED
NURSES AIDE / CAREGIVER

SEEKING
Special Person
for Elder Care.

Family of elderly
woman looking for

evening care.
Hours (flexible)
4:30– 9:30pm

5 nights a week.
Assistance with
dinner, personal

hygiene,
companionship.

Grosse Pointe Park.
Please call

(303)810-2938.

209 HELP WANTED
PROFESSIONAL

ESTABLISHED,
family- owned

company
(since 1948)

is growing strong.
We are looking

for that
someone special.

Print products
and ad sales

experience a plus.
Must be outgoing,

organized and
comfortable with

computers.
The perfect

candidate will
receive a solid base
of current clients on

which to build.
Please email

resume:
jr@thelittle

bluebook.net

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

CITA ANGELS
HOME CARE

Caregiver services.
24 hour care. We
assist in cooking,
cleaning, bathing/
grooming, doctor's

appointments,
errands, etc.

Accepting
medicaid payments.

1(866)54-ANGEL

EXPERIENCED
CAREGIVER

for elderly. Medical
background. Meal
preparation, light

housekeeping,
transportation,

shopping, errands,
companionship and
pet care. Open to
live- in situation.

Call or text Michelle
(313)457-9376

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

RELIABLE
house cleaning,
detail oriented,

dependable,
trustworthy.

Flexible hours.
Will drive to doctor
appointments and

errands.
Reasonable rates.

Call anytime,
(586)439-8396

YOU FINALLY
FOUND US!

Women who
actually like

to clean.
Thorough, reliable,

trustworthy.
30 years

experience.
References.

(313)550-2890

312 SITUATION WANTED
ORGANIZING

DUCKS IN A ROW
De-cluttering and
organizing your
home! Closets,

basements,
whole house.
Organize your
paper clutter.

Home information,
notebooks,

Medical journals,
memory albums.

Becky Schlaff
(313)580-2528
Susan Mason
(313)910-9705

schlaffb@
comcast.net
rwmason@

comcast.net

406 ESTATE SALES

SERVICING
the

GROSSE POINTES
and

Surrounding Areas
Call for a

Free Estimate.
(313)214-7936

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

611 TRUCKS

GOOD RUNNING
used truck,

1997 GMC 1500
4x4, 177,00 miles,

recent tune- up
and brakes. $4,000.

(586)822-2021

�

�

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

Classifieds: 313-882-6900 x 4

Hire! Buy! $ell! Fast!
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Subscribing is easy. 
Call (313) 882-6900
grossepointenews.com

Wish you had 
more time to read?

Listen.

We get it. Life is busy. You want to know what’s 
happening in the community  — but these days 
it’s hard to find the time to read. That’s why we 
put each article of the Grosse Pointe News in 
an audio format. So while you’re multitasking, 

or in between podcasts, you can listen to what’s 
happening in your neighborhood. Smart.

Get the Pointes...

YouHave

Heard?
You’ll sell it FASTER here!

classifieds
313-882-6900 ext. 4

907 BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
Basement

Waterproofing
313-886-8088
911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

ACES AROUND
CONSTRUCTION,

LLC
30+ YEARS

EXPERIENCE
All types of roofing,

rough carpentry
(garages, decks

additions)
siding, gutters,

concrete.
Ask for Richard
(586)822-2021

MICHIGAN
RESIDENTIAL

BUILDER
•No Gimmicks

•No Drama
•No Regrets

ROYAL EXTERIORS
FENCE ROOF DECKS

Residential
Commercial

All Styles
Quality Work

Licensed
Residential Builder

Senior/ Veteran
Discounts

Free Estimates
www.royal

exteriors.net
(586)765-5028

SAFE STEP
North America's
#1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive

lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line
installation and

service.
Now featuring our

FREE shower
package and

$1,600 Off for a
limited time!
Call today!

Financing available.
Call Safe Step

1(855)861-4501

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

FIRST IMPRESSION
CONSTRUCTION

30 years experience
All trades

remodeling,
plumbing, electrical,

carpentry etc...
first floor laundry,
walk- in showers,
A.D.A. upgrades,

home offices,
assembly projects,

Honey Do Lists.
Licensed, Insured,

References.
Call/ text

(586)804-3708

KITCHEN & BATH
RENOVATIONS

Fast turnaround on
custom cabinetry

and built- ins.
Handyman services

available.
 Woods Building

David Kien
(313)882-8069

Licensed & Insured

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling
Unwanted Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean Outs
•Basement/

  Garage Clean Out
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER • WINDOW
CLEANING

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

941 HOARDING

BACKGROUND
CHECKED
 BONDED
 INSURED

 www.cleanup
 clearout.com

 •Clutter •Debris
 •Hoarding

 •Estate Clean Outs
 Medium, Large,
 Extremely Large

 Projects
 5 to 30 Yard

 Driveway Safe
 Dumpsters
 Available

 (313)886-3330
 Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

AFFORDABLE
 next day service.
 Spring clean up,
 weeding, edging,

 cultivating,
planting, pruning,

trimming,
mulch, more.

 (313)377-1467

BRYS
LAWN & SNOW LLC

Spring cleanup,
weekly cutting,
bush trimming,

weeding.
Free quotes.

Established 1986.
Jim Sr.

(586)804-2186

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB
Tree Removal/

Trimming
Stump Grinding

FREE ESTIMATES
45% OFF SPRING

DISCOUNTS
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

* FIREWOOD *
AVAILABLE
25 Years

(586)216-0904
davestreeandshrub.

com

GARDENER
serving only the

finest Grosse Pointe
homes.

Provencal, Lake
Shore experience.

Weeding, edge
beds, cultivating,

planting, rose
pruning,

ornamental tree/
shrub care,

trimming, mulch,
much more.

(313)377-1467

SERVING GROSSE
POINTE since 1979.
Complete yard care
for residential and

condominiums.
Licensed, Insured.

Ron, (313)377-1467

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

Jose's
Landscaping

Services
Power wash patios.
Brick patio repair,

installation
and sealer.

Landscape, mulch
and sod.

Shrub trimming.
Spring and Fall

Clean- up.
Garden

Maintenance.
(313)207-3276

Full Service
Landscaping

Company
Lawn Mowing
Spring Cleanup

Fertilizing
Bushes Trimmed
Sod Installation

Ponds
Brick Paving

Landscape Design
Snow Removal
(313)205-6907

POINTES
LANDSCAPING LLC

 Serving the
eastside full service

landscaping for
10+ years!

 Fully insured and
Free estimates!

 Weekly cut, edge,
and blow starting at

Just $35.
 Call Josh at

(313)407-6523

Serving Grosse
Pointe and the

surrounding areas.
Spring Cleanup
Lawn Service

Aeration
Mulch & More!

Call or Text:
Johnny Harrison
(313)550-3585

THIS IS
LANDSCAPING
ELECTRIFIED!

Lipscomb
Landscaping

is one of the first
EV Landscaping

companies in the
country and we are

Grosse Pointe
based! Reach out to

us today for your
free quote at,
(313)743-2660

944 GUTTERS

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Handyman Service
Electrical - Plumbing

Carpentry

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

We're your
"TO DO"

list handymen!
Let us help you with

any plumbing,
electrical,

carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is

GREEN, cost and
energy efficient.

Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC

can insulate
your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

948 INSULATION

Residential
Commercial
INSULATION

 EXPERTS
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

FREE ESTIMATES
 Interior/Exterior
 Commercial &

Residential
 313.882.9234

JOHN’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
 drywall, cracks,

windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

 insurance work.
 All work

guaranteed
 G. P. References
 License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

ROYAL
 ENTERPRISE

•Interior Painting
•Gutter Cleaning

Repair & Installation
Residential/
Commercial
Fully Insured

RAY
(313)218-2150

•Painting
•Plaster Repair

•Carpentry
•Water Damage/

Emergency
•Maintenance/
Honey Do List
Grosse Pointe
South Alumni
3 Generations

Serving
Grosse Pointe Area

Since 1950
(313)880-9961

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

960 ROOFING SERVICES

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

OLDER HOME
SPECIALIST

Free Estimates
Decades of
experience

working in the
Pointes.

ROOFING,
Chimney repairs

and masonry,
siding,

and repairs.
(313)354-2955
donparadowski

@yahoo.com

Residential
Commercial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

(313)882-6900 ext. 1
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after the second period 
against Mid-Michigan 
Alliance in the champi-
onship game, but the 
chemistry among the 
entire team, especially 
the veterans, gave Evans 
and her teammates faith 
that they could win.

“We definitely all 
knew that we could 
come back,”  Evans said. 
“... It wasn’t super dis-
couraging. I think it gave 
us the boost we needed 
rather than hold us 
back.”

South rallied in the 
third period, of course. 
Audrey Reynolds and 

Molly Reynolds scored 
the two goals that tied 
the game before Evans 
scored the game-winner. 

Evans will always 
remember this season 
and her final goal, but 
everything she and her 
teammates  accom-
plished were things they 
already knew they were 
capable of. They had 
faith in themselves 
largely because they had 

the trust of the coaching 
staff, for whom Evans 
has enjoyed every min-
ute playing during her 

high school career.
“They really get me 

settled in and get every-
one hyped up,” she said. 
“They know, especially 
in times when we’re 
down, that they have 
confidence in us and 
know that we’re going to 
get back up.”

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D

PHOTO BY LEON HALIP

Evans fi nished the season second on the Blue Devils in points with 39, includ-
ing 18 goals and 21 assists.

Whether it’s games, meets or matches, high school winter sports in the 
Pointes are in full swing and the Grosse Pointe News is here to bring you 
all the varsity action. Some of the week’s biggest hits and highlights from 
include:

HITS& HIGHLIGHTS

STAT E  CHAMPS
Grosse Pointers Johnny Secco, Luca Cannata and Drake Gram were part of 
the Little Caesars AAA 16U hockey team that won the state championship 
earlier this month. Secco, Cannata, Gram and the rest of the team are now 
headed to the 2025 16U Tier I National Championships in Madison, Wisc. 
beginning April 1. 

M I K E ’ S
M A R C H  P I C K S
It is fi nally time for some of the most exciting sports days on the sports cal-
endar every year. The NCAA Division I men’s and women’s basketball tour-
naments are set to begin this week, and sports reporter Mike Adzima is 
here to give his picks for the Final Four and national champions of this 
year’s brackets. 

MEN’S PICKS
•  Final Four

Florida vs. Michigan St. 
Duke vs. Houston

•  National Championship
Florida vs. Duke

•  National Champion
Florida

WOMEN’S PICKS
•   Final Four

UConn vs. NC State
South Carolina vs. Texas

•  National Championship
UConn vs. South Carolina

•  National Champion
UConn

St. 
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F O L LOW
GROSSE POINTE NEWS 
SPORTS

The Grosse Pointe News is proud to announce our new social media 
page completely dedicated to bringing you the best sports news and 
moments from around the Pointes. @GPNewssports on Instagram is 
where you will be able to fi nd instant updates from the biggest games 
and amazing highlights from athletes and teams at every level from 
youth sports to high school freshman, JV and varsity. 

Best of all, we want to highlight all of the moments that YOU share with 
us. Send your best sports photos and achievements to our DMs on 
Instagram or to our email, 
sports@grossepointenews.com, for your chance 
to be featured on our social media and even in 
the sports section of the Grosse Pointe News 
each week! 

Scan the QR code below to follow us!
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beginning April 1.

COURTESY PHOTO 

SECTION D ◆ GROSSE POINTE NEWS ◆ MAY 30, 2024
YSPORTS2D

LL & BOYS LACROSSE  |  4-5D COLLEGE SIGNINGS  |  6-7D CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

102 Kercheval Avenue, Suite 200 • Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236 • (313) 

™

05
30

24

off. It did not take too 
long for Liggett to 
answer, however, by 
capitalizing on a mis-
take by the Ventures’ 
goalkeeper. A long shot from Sofie fi

Ancona bounced toward 
the net and past the 
goalkeeper who missed 
the save, allowing the 
Knights to tie the game 
t one goal apiece in the 
5th minute. The 1-1 score held 

ntil halftime. The teams 
tered the second half 
ll deadlocked and 
nt inued to  play ough a stalemate ughout the second minutes, sending the game of the playoffs overtime. e first of two nute overtime peri-nt by with neither able to find the f the net again. omentum then n Liggett’s favor econd overtime hen the Knights rded a penalty 
stepped up to take the kick nights. The d up with her l of the day, 

sending the penalty kick 
past the Bishop Foley 
keeper to put the Knights 
ahead 2-1. “She’s been our leader 

all season and she really 
stepped up big,” Dwaihy 
said about Ancona. “... It 
was a team effort, but I 
think the girls really fol-
low her lead and she sets 
an awesome example.”The Knights had to 

defend for about five 
minutes after the pen-
alty kick to run down the 
rest of the clock in over-
time. Liggett’s defense 
was able to do the job, 
keeping the Ventures 
out of the net in the final fiminutes to come out 

with the victory. With the win, Liggett 
moved on to the district 
semifinals, where it 
faced Bloomfield Hills 
Roeper on Tuesday, May 
28, after press time. The 
district final is sched-
uled for 7 p.m. Thursday, 
May 30, and will be 
hos ted  a t  Shr ine 
Catholic in Royal Oak. Grosse Pointe NorthIn the opening round 

of the Division 2 district 

ghts, Norsemen start soccer playoffs with wins  

See SOCCER, page 6D

helped him become 
faster on the track and 
cross country course and 
also develop that tough 
mindset are the coaches 
who have been with 
Rochon since he first 
ecame a Norseman. 
hey include cross coun-
y head coach Diane 
ontgomery,  cross 
untry and track assis-t Joe Ciaravino and th boys track and d head coach Eric n. 
ey have been men-or Rochon when it 

k states
ATH ETE

ATHLETE, page 2D

Run Like Rochon
•  Qualified for Division 1 track & field state 

finals in 1600 and 3200 •  Became first North runner since 2019 to run 

3200 in under ten minutes 
•  Was co-captain of North varsity boys cross 

country team in fall of 2023
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GET YOUR SCHOOL SPORTS ON!
Call (313) 343-5578 or visit

grossepointenews.com/subscribe

SP
2D SOFTBAL

The intensity and 
excitement of playoff 
soccer has returned as 
the varsity girls soccer 
season has entered the 
state tournament. Teams 
from University LiSch

By Mike AdzimaSports Reporter

Knig
girls 
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After a stellar season 

on the ice with the 

University Liggett var-

sity girls hockey team, 

which included winning 

the Michigan Girls High 

School Hockey League’s 

2023-24 Miss Hockey 

award, senior Sofie 

Ancona has picked up 

right where she left off 

on the soccer pitch. 

Ancona  and  the 

Knights hosted Everest 

Collegiate Thursday, 

April 11, in their third 

game of the young sea-

son and got a second 

win with a 4-2 triumph 

over the Mountaineers, 

thanks to four goals by 

Ancona. 
“As she goes, we go,” 

Liggett girls soccer head 

coach David Dwaihy 

said about Ancona’s 

performance. “I think 

when she’s getting on 

the ball a lot and can get 

into the offensive third, 

we’re always going to 

have a chance to score, 

which I think gives the 

whole team a lot of con-

fidence. She’s also 

really unselfi sh and she 

doesn’t miss an oppor-

tunity to play a pass that 

will set someone else up 

for a chance. She’s look-

ing to make the right 

decision, not the deci-

sion that will only cre-

ate a chance for herself.”

Ancona’s first goal 

came 19 minutes into 

the game as the result of 

some crafty moves 

around a couple of 

E v e r e s t  d e f e n d e r s 

before fi nding the back 
fi

of the net. However, her 

second goal of the first fi

half was arguably the 

most impressive.

It came on a long shot 

from over 30 yards out 

from the net. Ancona 

launched a shot nearly 

from the midfi eld logo fi

on Liggett’s field that 

made it over the head 

and off the fi ngertips of fi

Everest’s keeper to give 

the Knights a 2-0 lead 

going into halftime. 

It was not long into 

the second half when 

Anc
stru
plet
the 
whi
Lig

A
lat
sco
ga
lea
pr
fr
in

By Mike Adzima

Sports Reporter

Ancona’s 4 goals help ULS girls 

soccer summit Everest Collegiate 

Liggett senior Sofi e Ancona gets the ball on a breakaway be

for the Knights over Everest last Thursday. 

Anyone who knows 

Elsa Bachert, especially 

her teammates and 

coaches, would say that 

she is probably one of the 

hardest-working athletes 

in all of Grosse 

Pointe. Now a 

senior at Grosse 

P o i n t e  S o u t h , 

Bachert is in her 

final seasons of 

both basketball and 

soccer, two sports 

where she has been 

a fi xture in the Blue 

Devils’ varsity line-

ups for years. 

Bachert has been 

on South’s varsity 

girls basketball 

team since she was 

a freshman and on 

the varsity girls soccer 

team since her sopho-

more year. Being a multi-

sport athlete was nothing 

new to Bachert coming 

into high school, as she 

grew up being used to 

doing just about anything 

and everything, which 

instilled in her the will-

ingness to take on any 

challenge.
“I’ve just been playing 

them my whole life and 

my parents are really 

supportive of me playing 

sports,” Bachert said. 

“They’ve made it so that 

it’s a part of my life. High 

school sports really 

changed how I played 

both of them because I 

became a (soccer) goalie 

only when I got to high 

school and that was a 

new position that chal-

lenged me, and I think it 

made me a lot better at 

basketball too because I 

m a d e 
t h e 
varsity
t e a m
a s  a

freshman

which was a

little scary, just like start

ing a new position in soc

cer was.”
Bachert is one o

the types of goalie

in a sport like socc

who comes into th

position out of coi

cidence or circu

stance. For much

her youth socc

career, Bachert w

used to playing 

in the fi eld, mafi
on defense. 

She stepped u

become a g

keeper when t

was a need

South’s JV girls so

team her freshman 

Bachert was put int

net and never lo

back, making the 

for the sake of the

and working ever

to become the best

she can be in or

help the Blue Dev

By Mike Adzima

Sports Reporter

South’s Bachert using

legacy on basketball c
ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 
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Elsa BachertElsa Bachert
School: Grosse Pointe South

Sport: Soccer

Sponsored by Expert Heating & Cooling

Elite Elsa

•  2022 MAC Red Goalie of the Year for soccer 

•  South girls varsity basketball co-captain 

for 2023-24 

•  Four-year varsity basketball player and 

three-year varsity soccer starter
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Hockey teams have 
duked it out for Lord
Stanley’s cup since 1892,
making it the oldest tro-
phy in North American
professional sports. 

But starting next fall, 
boys varsity hockey 
t e a m s  f r o m 
Grosse Pointe 
S o u t h  a n d
University Liggett
School will 
compete for 
their  own
version of 
the trophy,
made from 
a historical
S t a n l e y 
p r o d u c t 
f r o m
World War 
I I  when 
the teams 
face off in
an inaugu-
ral rivalry 
g a m e
Wednesday, 
Nov. 27, at
East  Side
H o c k e y 
Arena.

C o i n e d
T h e  W a r 
M e m o r i a l 
C l a s s i c ,
South will be 
the first hostfi
o f  t h e
n e w 
s e r i e s , 
which is
s e t  t o
t a k e  p l a c e  t h e
Wednesday before 
Thanksgiving on high
school hockey’s rivalry 

night.
While the teams 

already have enough fire fi
in their bellies when they 
face off against each 
other, next season will 
provide extra motivation 
to fuel them, thanks to
the brainchild of South 
head  coach  Alan
Korolewitz. Korolewicz 

designed the 
new trophy from
a military jug 

produced by the 
S t a n l e y 
C o m p a n y 
between the

mid-1920s 
t o  l a t e
1 9 3 0 s , 
i n s p i r e d 
by a dona-
tion from 
The War 

troops. It 
w a s
donated 
to  The 
W a r 
Memorial 

as a World War II artifact 
sometime in the mid

(313) 460-2225
18412 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Farms
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Dan Griesbaum Sr. 
entered his 41st season 
as head coach of Grosse
Pointe South’s varsity 
baseball team knowing
another career milestone 
was just two wins away 
— and his latest roster 
ensured he reached it 
just two games into the 
2024 season, giving him 
his 900th career win in
an 11-1 mercy at home
over St. Clair High school
Thursday, April 4.

“Obviously, I wish it 
would have happened at
the end of last year, but,
you know, that didn’t
occur,” Griesbaum said 
of those two additional 
wins that would have
advanced last year’s 
team into the state cham-
pionship game.

Instead, his 900th win
with the Blue Devils
came in the first week of fi
the new season. His play-
ers marked the moment 
by giving their head 
coach an ice cold post-
game Gatorade shower 
before coming together 
for a team picture. 

The celebration came
courtesy of South orches-
trating a nearly perfect
performance against the
Saints.

South jumped out to a
5-0 lead in the first
inning, only to add six 
more runs to their lead in 
the bottom of the third. 
Steady pitching from
starter Adam Czarnik 
and lefty reliever Hayden
Vinyard kept the Blue

Devils in control through-
out the game. 

The Saints scored an
unearned run in the top 
of the second to avoid the 
shutout. Czarnik surren-
dered only two hits over 
three innings and had 
three strikeouts. Vinyard 
tossed two innings of 
shutout ball, and gave up 
two hits, while striking 
out two batters and walk-
ing one.

Joey Michelotti, Jake
Koze l  and  Henry 
Domzalski each had two 
hits on the day.

The Blue Devils are 4-1 
on the young season, 
winning 15-5 over Fraser 
to open the regular sea-
son Tuesday, April 2. 
South went on to give
Griesbaum win Nos. 901 
and 902 over the week-
end, sweeping Roseville 

at home in a double
header. South took Game
1 with a 5-0 shoutout win,
and beat the Panthers 
12-3 in Game 2. 

The Blue Devils four-
game win streak came to
a halt Monday, April 8, 
when they hosted Brother 
Rice. The Warriors 
senior-heavy lineup,
loaded with Division I 
college commits, over-
powered South 14-2 in a 
five inning mercy.fifi

Immediately following 
win No.  900 last 
Thursday, Griesbaum 
soaked in the moment,
but stressed South’s pro-
gram is about more than
just personal achieve-
ments. He expressed 
gratitude for the commu-
nity’s support, and 
emphasized how the 
focus is not solely on 

wins but on player devel-
opment, playing a tough 
schedule and doing 
things the right way with
all homegrown players.

Griesbaum noted that
not shying away from a
tough schedule year after 
year has also landed him
in the loss column. He
estimates he has nearly 
500 or so, but said he has
no regrets for how he 
runs his program, espe-
cially carrying larger ros-
ters and giving more
opportunities for playing 
time than other programs
might.

He also was quick to 
share his success with his 
litany of players over 
four decades and his 
longt ime ass is tant
coaches.

By Meg Leonard
Senior Editor

Sweet victory!

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Grosse Pointe South head varsity baseball coach Dan Griesbaum Sr. gets
doused with a celebratory Gatorade shower after capturing his 900th career 
win last Thursday.

basketball court at 
Grosse Pointe North for 
the past four years. Now, 
as a senior, Babcock is
making the most of every 
moment in her final
games as a Norseman.

Babcock’s final high 
school hoops season
wrapped up in March
when North’s girls bas-
ketball team was elimi-
nated in the regional
round of the playoffs. 
However, Babcock still
sees her fi nal season on
the hardwood as a suc-
cess, as it resulted in a 
MAC tournament cham-
pionship, another district 
championship and her 

surpassing the 1,000
career points mark.

“It was definitely a 
great last season and I’m
thankful for it,” Babcock 
said. “We all loved each
other so much and it was
a great group to be
around. Obviously, it 
was sad when it was over 
but we made so many 
great memories this 
year.”

Now, for the last time 
in her high school career, 
Babcock has switched
her basketball sneakers
for softball cleats. She
once again is taking her
post as captain of the 
infield, starting at short-fi

Addie Molitor,
as the two look to be the 
leaders both on and off 
the field that North is
looking for to lead the
team to success.

“Being able to take a
step up in leadership has 
been really good,”
Babcock said. “We’ve 
been here for a while and
we know what’s expected
of us and to be able to 
help out some of the 
younger players with
that has been really 

nice.”
Last  spr ing,  the

Norsemen had one of 
their most successful 
softball seasons in 
decades. The team won
both district and regional
championships and 
came up just one game
shy of making it to the
Division 1 fi nal four in
East Lansing.

While plenty has

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

North’s Babcock savoring final seasons
ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Babcock is one of North softball’s senior captains
this spring season.

ATH ETE

Natalie BabcockNatalie Babcock
School: Grosse Pointe North 
Sport: Softball

Sponsored by Village Grille

Natalie The Natural
•  Four-year varsity athlete in basketball and 

softball 

•  Has earned First Team All-MAC Red honors for 
softball and basketball

•  Signed to play Division I softball at University 
of Detroit Mercy

See ATHLETE, page 4D

By Meg Leonard
Senior Editor

GP’s new 
Stanley cup

See TROPHY, page 2D

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

The new War Memorial 
Classic trophy.

South’s Griesbaum earns 900th career win

See 900, page 2D

FANfare!
Read all about your favorite schools and teams, 

covered like nowhere else.

‘They know, especially in times when 
we’re down, that they have confi dence 
in us and know that we’re going to get 
back up.’
ABBY EVANS, SENIOR, GP SOUTH GIRLS HOCKEY
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