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WINDOW & DOOR SHOWROOM NOW OPEN
NEXT DOOR TO POINTE HARDWARE & LUMBER
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tax, title, plate. See Salesperson for details. Expires 3/31/25.
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2025 Sierra 15002025 Sierra 1500
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THE GROSSE POINTES 
—  A speaker during pub-
lic comments at the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System Board of 
Education meeting 
Monday, March 31, made 
what many interpreted as 
threats on the life of 

Trustee Sean Cotton.
“You don’t always have 

your life threatened 
here,” said Cotton, who 
owns the Grosse Pointe 
News. “That was pretty 
disconcerting.”

The incident occurred 
around the 2:30 mark of 
the meeting, the record-
ing of which may be 
viewed at gpschools.org/

boe-meetings.
The speaker intro-

duced himself as Ian 
Seaman and a resident of 
Grosse Pointe Woods. He 
began by noting he and 
his partner, a GPPSS 
alumna, recently moved 
there and that he was 
jealous of Grosse Pointe 
while growing up in 
Utica.

He ended, wearing a 
blue and black backpack, 
saying, “Fortunate for 
you, I am no Luigi, but to 
some disgruntled teen 
with his or her father’s 
pistol or rifl e, any of the 
other things you prefer in 
school other than rain-
bow fl ags, you might be a 
Brian Thompson.”

His comments were 

met with applause by 
many in the audience.

T h e  s t a t e m e n t 
appeared to be a refer-
ence to Luigi Mangione, 
the man accused of 
shooting to death Brian 
Thompson, the former 
CEO of UnitedHealthcare, 
Dec. 4, 2024, in New 
York City.

The Cotton family 

founded Meridian Health 
Plans in 1997, growing it 
to be the largest Medicaid 
benefi ts provider in the 
state. It was purchased 
by WellCare Health Plans 
for $2.5 billion in 2018.

“Because of the Grosse 
Pointe News and the 
F i r s t  Amendment , 

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Possible threats made at BoE meeting

GROSSE POINTE PARK —
Cheers to the Charlevoix pub 
crawl.

The crawl, known offi cially as 
Sip, Stroll & Shape Charlevoix, 
was held one evening last week 
to gather the public’s ideas 
about renovating Charlevoix’s 
commercial streetscape.

“I care about the street becom-
ing more pedestrian-friendly 
and commercial spaces fi lling 
out into the street so people feel 
like the street’s alive,” architect 
and neighborhood resident 
Ellen Duff said.

The event Tuesday evening, 
March 25, was held at 
O’Flaherty’s pub and The 
Charlevoix restaurant.

Board members of the Tax 
Increment Finance Authority 
organized Sip to stimulate pub-

lic engagement about nearly $4 
million worth of streetscape ren-
ovations due to start next spring.

“I love my neighborhood 
because I can walk to the gro-
cery store and can walk my dog 
to the park,” said Duff at 
O’Flaherty’s. “I love that there 
are so many bars and restau-
rants. There is a lot of variety.”

“I would love to see more 
retail spaces on Charlevoix and 
activity during daytime,” life-
long Park resident Erin Melville 
said at The Charlevoix. “Family-
friendly is important. Something 
fun about the social district is 
seeing families taking their kids 
out and about. You want to go to 
a restaurant or bar atmosphere, 
but you want it family-friendly 
and welcoming in that way.”

“When making decisions for 
our community, we need to 

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Charlevoix Sip rated a success

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — Say you 
don’t want short-term 
rentals without saying 
you don’t want short-
term rentals.

That is the gist of a 
short-term rental ordi-
nance unanimously 

approved by the city’s 
planning commission at 
its meeting Tuesday, 
March 25. It now goes to 
c o u n c i l  f o r  f i n a l 
approval.

“The city administra-
tion believes that short-
term rentals pose a 
threat to the supply of 

Woods mulling 
STR ordinance
By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — City offi cials 
previously noted enhanc-
ing philanthropy as a 
main goal for 2025, at 
which time Councilman 
Chris Walsh drew atten-
tion to his belief the City 
of Grosse Pointe 
Foundation is not lever-
aged to the same extent 
as foundations estab-
lished in the other 
Pointes. 

The Grosse Pointe 
Farms Foundation, for 
example, last year 
installed pickleball 
courts for a price tag of 
$262,000 and now is 
endeavoring to fundraise 
for a multi-million-dollar 
pool complex at Pier 
Park.    

“I have so much more 

City looks 
to shift 
foundation 
priorities
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Terry Ayrault and his daughter, Hannah Ayrault, answer questions about the Charlevoix streetscape. 

People voted on several options 
they’d like to see happen along 
Charlevoix.See SIP, page 2A

See STR, page 3A

See SHIFT, page 8A

See THREATS, page 10A

Home: Grosse Pointe Woods
Planning Commission member 
more than 30 Years

Pointer of
INTEREST

See story, page 4A

John VitaleJohn Vitale
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Your Comfort Is Our GoalYour Comfort Is Our Goal
•• HeatingHeating •• CoolingCooling •• Humidifi ers Humidifi ers 

•• Air CleanersAir Cleaners •• Rheem Air ConditionersRheem Air Conditioners

586-293-6883
PriebeMechanical.comPriebeMechanical.com

Heating & CoolingHeating & Cooling

CALL TODAY 
FOR FREE

QUOTE

Offering GeneratorsOffering Generators

040325 040325

(586) 775-7472
21707 Harper Avenue
Saint Clair Shores
Equipment Sales & Service

Time for a tune-up?
We will pick up and deliver your 
equipment! Call for details.

Forton’s
Mower Service

4COLLISIONLLochmoorochmoor
RICK ROMATZ

IS BACK ON MACK AVENUE!
All Makes & ModelsAll Makes & Models
Specializing in Collision Insurance Repairs

22015 Greater Mack Ave.
(Between 8 & 9 Mile)

www.lochmoorcollisioncentermi.com
586-359-2867

30
YEARS

EXPERIENCE

l

24
HOUR

TOWING
586-

709-4657

RICK ROMATZ

040325

Our Daycare program isn’t like all the
others: every dog is treated as an 

individual and we provide one-
on-one interactions with our 
staff. Your dog’s Daycare stay
includes  a mile-long Country 
Walk, with lots of opportunities 
for swimming in warm weather, 
as well as an afternoon treat.
Additional services available:

• Yappy Hour Treat Time
• Fetch Time

Also available –
Springfield Squad Daycare Membership

                 DOGGIE DAYCARE

COUNTRY WALKS • BOARDING • GROOMING • TRAINING • SHOW DOGS

Pickup & delivery 
“Shuttle Service” to 
the Grosse Pointes

5200 Beard Road
North Street, MI 48049

springfieldpetresort.com

040325

inform them with data 
and community input,” 
Mayor Michele Hodges 
said. “We’re seeing both 
of those things tonight, 
which is going to make 
us responsible decision-
makers.”

Halfway through the 
two-hour event, nearly 
50 people had signed 
participation sheets and 
given contact informa-
tion.

Many submitted Post-It 
notes with suggestions, 
such as installing side-
walk benches, rain gar-
dens and planters.

Common themes were 
safer intersections and 
sidewalk crossings.

“A lot of people are 
looking for things to be 
m o r e  p e d e s t r i a n -
friendly,” Councilman 
Brent Dreaver said. “Let 
this be a neighborhood. 
Having things more 
pedestrian-friendly fits 
more into the placemak-
ing we want within our 
residential area. Then, 
hopefully, we can put 
thoroughfare-esque kind 
of commuting on Mack 
and Jefferson. I’d like to 
find ways to slow 
Kercheval, too. It’s a 
problem how fast every-
body goes on these 
roads.”

A proper streetscape 
could help calm traffic 
without dotting the dis-
trict with stop signs, he 
said.

“The streetscape could 
slow people down,” 
Dreaver said. “It makes 
people feel it’s a destina-
tion, not just a thorough-
fare.”

Several suggestions 
went beyond infrastruc-
ture improvements. 
Many recommended 
community activities.

“Have an artist (and) 
music walk of fame,” one 
person wrote. “There are 
many famous and infa-
mous musical writers, 
singers and instrumen-
talists who have been 
successful nationally 
from Grosse Pointe. 
Wouldn’t it be great to 
honor them and build a 
musical event around 

them being enshrined in 
our own walk of fame?”

Improvements to the 
streetscape is a project of 
the TIFA.

The authority’s district 
is bordered by the city 
limits to the north and 
west,  the northern 
boundary of the Park 
Downtown Development 
Authority near East 
Jefferson to the south 
and, to the east, the alley 
between Beaconsfield 
and Nottingham. TIFA is 
funded by a portion of 
district property taxes 
that must be retained for 
district improvements 
and economic develop-
ment.

“I had a good conver-
sation with someone 
about Charlevoix being 
an art district, to incor-
porate art festivals,” said 
Warren Rothe, TIFA 
director and assistant 
city manager.

“Host a movie festival 
in the summer,” wrote 
another participant. 
“There is a lot of tourism 
to attract by hosting a 
fi lm festival.”

Yet another suggested 
“more unique commu-
nity-centered offerings 
… and jugglers. Jugglers 
are awesome.”

“There’s great energy 
tonight,” Hodges said. 

“This is an incredible win 
for the community, our 
businesses, our resi-
dents, for everybody. I 
couldn’t be happier 
about the connective tis-
sue being formed 
tonight. It bodes well for 
our future.”

“We are trying to 
understand everyone’s 
priorities,” said Alex 
Blehm, project manager 
with OHM Advisors, the 
city’s consulting engi-
neers.

Blehm hosted an 
engagement station at 

The Charlevoix.
“People in the commu-

nity have different opin-
ions about parking, trees 
and landscaping,” he 
said. “We’re here to make 
sure we understand the 
community’s interests 
and are meeting them.”

“I’m excited that 
Charlevoix is going to 
get the facelift it defi-
nitely needs,” said Russ 
Gretkierewicz, owner of 
O’Flaherty’s. “Sidewalks 
are wonky. I’ve been 
here 11 years. During 
that time, the buildings 

that used to be empty or 
used as warehouses are 
now being purposed for 
active businesses. It 
would be great for the 
streetscape to reflect 
what the businesses are 
doing here. It’s a little 
more nightlife than on 
Kercheval. Kercheval is 
more of a daytime din-
ner. Charlevoix tends to 
have more of a late-night 
focus.”

“Anytime you do a 
beautification project, 
you like to see it bring in 
people,” said Nick 

Arrigo, co-owner of The 
Charlevoix. “Things are 
updated, new and fresh. 
It’s a great thing to bring 
the community together 
and a great thing to 
invest in.”

OHM’s preliminary 
render ings  of  the 
streetscape feature a 
curbless roadway, wider 
sidewalks, more land-
scaping, safer cross-
walks, pocket parks, 
public art, bicycle lanes, 
street furnishings, run-
off-capturing bioswales 
and water features.

SIP:
Continued from page 1A

Envelopes 
containing dif-
ferent denom-
inations of 
Monopoly 
money were 
available so 
guests could 
vote by de-
nomination 
for what 
they’d like to 
spend money 
on in the Park. 
Alexandra 
Fox, an ovari-
an cancer re-
searcher at 
C.S. Mott 
Center for 
Reproductive 
Health, places 
Monopoly 
money into a 
cup for street 
trees.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Above, 2-year-old Pietro Palazzolo holds a sticker while he helps his mother, 
Emma Palazzolo, decide which of the programs they would like to see. 
Palazzolo is a first-grade teacher at The Grosse Pointe Academy. Right, a stack 
of responses to questions posed to attendees regarding what they want to see 
on Charlevoix.

Online pre-sale starting April 9 • www.gpwmi.us

Grosse Pointe Woods 50th Annual Flower Sale is offering an Online Pre-Sale at
www.gpwmi.us beginning Wednesday, April 9 and ending Wednesday, April 23, 2025.

Orders will be available for pick-up at the Robert Novitke Municipal Center, located 
at 20025 Mack Ave on Thursday, May 8, 2025, from 3pm-7pm.

Home deliveries are available, Grosse Pointes only, upon request for orders over 
$300 on Thursday, May 8, 2025.

Just in time for spring planting the area’s premier fundraising pre-order flower sale 
offers a wide variety of high-quality annuals, perennials and hanging baskets 
available at competitive prices.

This flower sale helps support beautification programs and plantings 
throughout the City of Grosse Pointe Woods.

A P R I L  9 – 2 3 ,  2 0 2 5

 G R O S S E  P O I N T E  W O O D S

50th Annual
Flower Pre-Sale

040325
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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
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No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

2025 Encore GX2025 Encore GX
PreferredPreferred

per month,
24 months
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*24 month lease.10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate. See Salesperson for details. Expires 3/31/25.

Purchase for $26,619
Stock #B552278
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THURSDAY BY

WEEKLY BUGLE, LLC
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PERIODICAL POSTAGE PAID at Detroit, 
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Friday.

CORRECTIONS AND ADJUSTMENTS:
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advertising errors is limited to either 
cancellation of the charge for or a 
rerun of the portion in error. Notifi cation 
must be given in time for correction 
in the following issue. We assume no 
responsibility of the same after the fi rst 
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SATURDAY, APRIL 5

 ◆ U.S. Rep. Shri Thanedar hosts a town hall to dis-
cuss critical issues impacting metro Detroit commu-
nities, 4 to 5:30 p.m. at Grosse Pointe Unitarian 
Church, 17150 Maumee, City of Grosse Pointe. 

MONDAY, APRIL 7

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public School System Facilities 
Committee meeting, 5:30 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Election Commission meet-
ing, 6 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public School System Policy 
Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Committee-of-the-Whole 

meeting, 7:15 p.m.

TUESDAY, APRIL 8

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Tree Board meeting, 7:30 
a.m.

 ◆ City of Grosse Pointe Urban Forestry Commission 
meeting, 7 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Citizens’ Recreation 
Commission meeting, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public School System Bond Advisory 
Committee meeting, 6 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park Recreation Commission meet-
ing, 7 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Beautifi cation Advisory 
Commission meeting, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, APRIL 10

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Historical Commission meet-
ing, 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 12

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Egg Stroll, 10 a.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Easter Egg Hunt, 10 a.m.

The Week Ahead

quality housing stock for 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
community members,” 
begins a memo to the 
commission from Ashley 
Jankowski of McKenna 
Associates, the city’s 
planning consultants.

New language in the 
ordinance defi nes STRs 
as “the rental or sublet-
ting of any investor-
owned or owner-occupied 
dwelling on a premises 
for a term of 29 days or 
less.”

It goes on, however, to 
say “all rental units must 
be occupied by the same 
tenant for a minimum of 
30 days,” and “all rental 
units must abide by the 
rental property provi-
sions and code regula-
tions provided in Article 
VII. – Exterior Building 
Maintenance of the City 
Code of Ordinances.”

“We’ve been having 
this conversation for sev-
eral months and went 
through various itera-
tions of what the ordi-
nance should look like,” 
Jankowski said.

STRs generally are 
booked for long week-
ends as people visit the 
area for things like wed-
dings, class reunions, 
family events or sight-
seeing. 

No one spoke in favor 
of or against the ordi-
nance during the public 
hearing portion of the 
commission’s meeting.

It’s difficult to know 
how many STRs are 
operating in the Woods 
currently. A search of 

airbnb.com shows two 
houses that would fi t the 
criteria of the new ordi-
nance. One is a house on 
Ridgemont at a price of 
$9,000 for 30 days, while 
the other is on Vernier at 
a cost of $2,600 for 30 
days. Vrbo.com lists a 
house on Aline for $359 
a night.

Donna O’Keefe, a com-
mission member and 
Realtor, said she is aware 
of two houses that rent 
out a single room, both 
for 30 days or longer.

“We usually find out 
about them if there is a 
complaint from neigh-
bors,” City Manager 

Frank Schulte said. 
“We’ve also had some 
owners come in and ask 
about registering them, 
but we don’t accept 
them.”

If approved by council, 
the new ordinance will 

take effect Jan. 1, 2026.
“There’s  a  l i t t le 

amnesty built in for peo-
ple who might have res-
ervations the rest of the 
year,” Schulte said. “That 
gives them time to wind 
down their operation.”

STR:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— When Assistant City 
Manager Warren Rothe 
was hired by the Park in 
April 2022, a curious 
sameness was reported 
about his background.

Every city in which he 
grew up, attended college 
and worked as a munici-
pal administrator were 
either located beside a 
lake or river.

All of that continues 
with Rothe’s new job as 
manager of the Oakland 
County Village of Beverly 
Hills and its water fea-
ture, the upper section of 
the Rouge River.

There’s also consis-
tency in what people say 
about Rothe when he 

leaves a place of employ-
ment.

“I hate to see him go,” 
the mayor of St. Clair 
said upon his departure 
for the Park. “He’s a hard 
worker.”

Park Mayor Michele 
Hodges told Rothe almost 
the same thing last week:

“We are so grateful for 
all that you have done for 
our Grosse Pointe Park 
during your time with us. 
You have played a major 
role in professionalizing 
our operations and mov-
ing us forward. You will 
be missed and I hope you 
will return to see the 
fruits of your labor as 
they begin to take shape.”

So did City Manager 
Nick Sizeland this week:

“Warren did tremen-
dous things for the city, 

including updates to our 
zoning code, putting the 
c o d e  o n l i n e ,  t h e 
streetscape project and 
assisting the city with 
union negotiations. I’m 
very happy for him. This 

is an opportunity he sim-
ply cannot pass up. It’s 
going to help him and his 
family for the long term.”

Rothe’s last day in the 
Park is Friday, April 11. 
At this week’s Beverly 

Hills council meeting, an 
agenda item authorized 
Rothe to sign city checks 
starting April 14.

For his new job, he beat 
four fi nalists consisting of 
two city managers, an 

assistant city manager 
and a police chief.

Rothe’s final big task 
for the Park was helping 
plan and conduct last 
week’s Sip, Stroll & 
Shape Charlevoix public 
engagement session to 
solicit ideas about reno-
vating Charlevoix’s com-
mercial streetscape.

“What a high note for 
you to leave on, Warren,” 
Hodges told him in an 
email she copied to mem-
bers of the city council. 
“The energy was high, 
the attendance and par-
ticipation was outstand-
ing and everyone left 
feeling really good about 
our community and its 
future.”

Rothe also served as 

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Assistant manager heads for the Hills

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

Outgoing Park Assistant City Manage Warren Rothe addresses the city council 
last May about the city’s six-year capital improvement plan.

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— A detective is broaden-
ing his beat.

Starting later this 
month, Detective Sgt. 
Jeremy Pittman goes 
worldwide.

Pittman will multiply 
his patrol area 53,126,684 
times, from the Park’s 
3.71 square miles to the 
197.7 million square 
miles of the Earth’s sur-
face.

The expansion comes 
with a switch in employ-
ers. He retired March 28 
as the city’s lead investi-
gator and took a job at 
General Motors. 

“My title will be global 
security investigator,” 
Pittman said. “I’m in the 
infancy of learning what 
I’ll be doing.”

His new offi ce is at the 

GM Tech Center in 
Warren.

“I think most of my 
work will be close by,” he 

said.
Pittman worked for the 

Park 17 years and, before 
that, Pontiac for a 

decade.
He’ll miss the fellow-

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Park detective switches beat

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Detective Sgt. Jeremy Pittman retired March 28, as Grosse Pointe Park’s lead 
investigator.

See ROTHE, page 8A

See BEAT, page 8A
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Automated Breast Ultrasound 
(ABUS): A New Frontier in 

Breast Cancer Detection
By Michele Ramsdell, M.D.

In the realm of breast cancer screening, a significant    
 advancement is making waves: Automated Breast 

Ultrasound (ABUS). This innovative technology is 
particularly beneficial for women with dense breast 
tissue, a condition that affects approximately 40% of 
women who undergo regular screening mammograms. 
Dense breast tissue not only increases the risk of 

breast cancer but also complicates the detection of some cancers through 
mammography, potentially delaying diagnosis and resulting in a later stage 
at diagnosis. 
 By law, mammography reports must state the patient’s breast density, 
ensuring that women are informed about their condition and can discuss 
further screening options with their healthcare providers. 
 ABUS is designed to address the limitations of mammography in 
detecting cancer in dense breast tissue. It is performed on asymptomatic 
women who have had a negative screening mammogram but possess dense 
breast tissue. Importantly, ABUS is not a substitute for mammography but 
rather a complementary tool that enhances the detection capabilities of 
traditional screening methods. 
 The procedure uses sound waves to create detailed images of the breast 
tissue. During the examination, a trained technologist applies lotion to the 
patient’s skin and uses a padded and curved transducer to capture the images 
while the patient lies on her back. The process is non-invasive and generally 
well-tolerated, although it is not recommended for individuals 
with pacemakers due to potential interference. 
 Once the images are obtained, a specially trained radiologist interprets 
them, looking for any signs of early-stage invasive breast cancer that may have 
been missed by mammography. The ability of ABUS to detect these cancers at 
an earlier stage can significantly improve patient outcomes, offering a crucial 
advantage in the fight against breast cancer. 
 While ABUS offers enhanced detection capabilities, it is important for 
patients to be aware of the slight increase in false positive examinations 
associated with the technology. A false positive occurs when the ABUS 
identifies an area of concern that, upon further evaluation with a targeted 
handheld ultrasound, turns out to be benign (not cancerous) or non-existent. 
 As breast cancer remains a leading cause of cancer-related deaths among 
women, advancements in screening technologies like ABUS are vital. 
By improving the detection of early-stage invasive breast cancer in women 
with dense breast tissue, ABUS represents a significant step forward in the 
ongoing effort to reduce mortality rates and enhance patient outcomes.

Dr. Michele Ramsdell is the lead interpreting radiologist in breast imaging and 
intervention at Corewell Health Beaumont Grosse Pointe Hospital’s Breast Care 
Center at  468 Cadieux Rd, Grosse Pointe. To schedule an appointment, call  313-
473-6900 ext. 3.3-2998. Dr. Michele Ramsdell is the lead interpreting radiologist in 
breast imaging and intervention at Corewell Health Beaumont Grosse Pointe Hospital’s 
Breast Care Center at 468 Cadieux Rd, Grosse Pointe. To schedule an appointment, call 
313-473-6900 ext. 3.
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Those who’ve been to 
any business along 
Mack in Grosse Pointe 
Woods over the past 
several decades may not 
realize John Vitale’s 
imprint is on it, in more 
ways than one.

As president of Stucky 
Vitale Architects, his 
firm has worked on 
numerous projects up 
and down Mack, includ-
ing banks, restaurants 
and the city hall renova-
tion. As a member of the 
city’s planning commis-
sion more than 30 years, 
he’s had a hand in shap-
ing ordinances that 
define the look of the 
extensive business dis-
trict.

“The commission has 
done quite a lot over the 
years that have contrib-
uted to the improve-
ment of Mack,” he said. 
“We worked on what 
the business facades 
should look like, the 
type of lighting, the sig-
nage. And we also do 
regular reviews of the 
master plan.”

Another focus has 
been on crosswalks, he 
added, to make sure 
people have safe access 
to both sides of the ave-
nue.

Vitate, 71, grew up on 
Marter in St. Clair 
Shores, right next door 
to the Woods.  He 
at tended St .  Lucy 
Catholic School and 

Austin Prep High School 
before earning  bache-
lor ’s  and master ’s 
degrees in architecture 
f r o m  L a w r e n c e 
T e c h n o l o g i c a l 
University. 

“I was always inter-
ested in art growing up, 
drawing ,  pa in t ing , 
sculpting,” he said. “I 
still am. I do sketches of 
the grandkids all the 
time.”

He spent a year study-
ing art at Wayne State 

University before set-
tling on architecture.

“Architecture in a way 
is an art of its own,” 
Vitale said, “being able 
to make a client’s vision 
a reality.”

After graduating from 
Lawrence Tech — where 
he was named a distin-
guished alumnus of the 
school’s College of 
Architecture and Design 
in 2017 — Vitale spent 
nine years at Giffels 
Webster. 

“Eventually I wanted 
to start my own firm, 
but ended up joining 
George Stucky who had 
an offi ce in Royal Oak,” 
he said. “I ended up tak-
ing over when he passed 
away and we’ve contin-

ued to grow.”
Vitale married his 

wife, Mary Ann, in 1980, 
and built a house on 
Marter.

“I got my builder’s 
license during college,” 
he said. “My dad was a 
cabinet maker and built 
the house I grew up in, 
so we had that in com-
mon.”

The couple eventually 
built their current home 
in  the  Woods  on 
Wedgewood.

“That’s how I got 
involved with the plan-
ning commission,” he 
said. “I had to work a lot 
wi th  the  bu i ld ing 
department because we 
had an odd-shaped lot, 
and given my back-
ground, they encour-
aged me to apply.”

The Vitales have two 
daughters, Lisa and 
Nicole, and a son, 
Anthony. They also 
have fi ve grandchildren 
between the two girls, 
all under the age of 5.

“We love spending 
time with them, but 
they’re a handful,” 
Vitale laughed.

In his spare time, 
Vitale likes to golf at 
Lochmoor Club, where 

he is a past 
board presi-
dent.

“Every year I 
tell myself I’m 
going to prac-
tice more, but 
never have the 
time,” he said.

H e ’ s  a l s o 
“ re learn ing” 
how to play 
the  Fender 
gu i ta r  he ’ s 
owned since 
eighth grade.

“Back then, 
a f t e r  t h e 
Beatles came 
out, everybody 
had a band,” 
he recalled. 
“My buddy’s 
family owned 
a funeral home near St. 
Lucy and we used to 
practice there every day 
after school because it 
had an organ.”

He and Mary Ann also 
like to travel, most 
recently going on a 
Mediterranean cruise 

where they visi ted 
France, Italy and Spain.

Reflecting on his 
career, Vitale said he’s 
amazed by the advances 
in architecture.

“When I fi rst started, 
everything was pencil 
on paper,” he said. 

“Now, everything is 3-D 
computer models. You 
can walk a c l ient 
through a building and 
show them exactly how 
it will look. I’m super 
happy with the career I 
chose. It’s been very 
rewarding.”

By Ted O’Neil
Associate editor

Architecture 
as an art form

COURTESY PHOTOS

Above, John and Mary Ann Vitale with their daughters, sons-in-law and son. 
Below, John and Mary Ann Vitale’s grandchildren, who he likes to sketch.

“Architecture in a way is an art of its 
own, being able to make a client’s 
vision a reality.”
 JOHN VITALE
Grosse Pointe Woods
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City of Grosse Pointe

Temper tantrum
Two juvenile girls 

became unruly when 
staff inside a business 
in the 17000 block of 
Kercheval refused to 
sell them cough syrup at 
10 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 26,  and an 
announcement  was 
made stating minors 
need to be accompanied 
by adults in the store. 

The two knocked over 
a magazine rack on 
their way out.

Suspended 
license

A 34-year-old Detroit 
man was cited for driv-
ing while license sus-
pended at 1:30 p.m. 
Friday, March 28, after 
being stopped at Mack 
and St. Clair for an 
improper plate.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Close to home
A white 2023 Jeep 

Wrangler was stolen 
from a Hendrie drive-
way between Saturday, 
March 22, and Friday, 
March 28. 

The vehicle was bro-
ken into a month prior, 
at which time the key 
fob was stolen, but the 
owner said he had the 
Jeep rekeyed since.

Using a location ser-
vice, offi cers located the 
Jeep parked about six 
houses down from 
where it was stolen.

Hibernating 
for the winter

A golf bag containing 
a full set of golf clubs 
was stolen from the 
trunk of a vehicle 
parked in the 200 block 
of Lewiston at some 
point over the winter. 
The owner left the vehi-
cle covered with a tarp.

Intoxicated 
driver

For speeding 50 mph 
on Lakeshore  and 
swerving in and out of 
lanes at 2:59 a.m. 
Wednesday, March 26, 
a 34-year-old Detroit 
woman was pulled over 
and found to be intoxi-
cated.

A preliminary breath 
test showed her blood-
alcohol content to be 
0.192 percent, for which 
she was arrested.

Nice try
The attempted theft of 

a vehicle on Muir took 
place between 5:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 25, and 
6:30 a.m. the next morn-
ing.

The owner found the 
r e a r - d o o r  w i n d o w 
smashed and the wind-
shield wiper  lever 
popped out in what 
likely was an unsuc-
cessful attempt to pop 
the ignition.  

Scam stopped 
just in time

Scammers texted an 
86 -year -o ld  Farms 
woman Wednesday, 
March 26, telling her 
there were fraudulent 
charges to her PayPal 
account and that she 
needed to open a digital 
account to stop an 
$8,500 charge from 
going through.

Employees at a local 
Chase Bank informed 
her it was a scam before 
she lost money.

All for nothing
The rear window of a 

vehic le  parked on 
Lothrop was smashed 
between 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday, March 27, 
and 10 a.m. the next 
morning.

The center console 
was left open, but noth-
ing appeared to be miss-
ing.

Neighborhood 
watch

Though they fl ed and 
offi cers were unable to 
arrest two men seen try-
ing car door handles in 
the  300  b lock  of 
Belanger at 5:21 a.m. 
Friday, March 28, the 
suspects were pre-

vented from entering 
any vehicles.

Sloth speeds
A 52-year-old Sterling 

Heights man was pulled 
over for driving 18 mph 
down the middle of 
Kercheval at 2:29 a.m. 
Friday, March 28. 

The man admitted to 
consuming two pints of 
alcohol that night and a 
preliminary breath test 
found his blood-alcohol 
content to be 0.37 per-
cent. 

He was arrested on a 
third offense of operat-
ing under the infl uence. 

Theft 
notifi cation

After receiving notifi -
cations that three of his 
credit cards were being 
used at a liquor store, a 
Royal Oak man discov-
ered his car parked on 
Country Club Lane had 
b e e n  r u m m a g e d 
through. He said he 
accidental ly left  i t 
unlocked. 

Boo
A 53-year-old Detroit 

man, removed by police 
numerous times in the 
past, was reported for 
hiding in the bushes 
and scaring customers 
at a business in the 
18000 block of Mack at 
12:13 p.m. Saturday, 
March 29.

Officers found him 
lying on the ground 
between the building 
and bushes near the 
front entrance. 

He was arrested for 
violating a trespass 

order. 

Drunken 
swerving

A 61-year-old Farms 
man was arrested for 
operating while intoxi-
cated at 1:44 a.m. 
Monday, March 31, 
after swerving and 
nearly striking the curb 
near Mack and Fisher. 

A preliminary breath 
test found his blood-
alcohol content was 
0.32 percent. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Park

Tools taken
Police don’t know 

who broke into a locked 
work truck while it was 
parked in the 1100 
block of Buckingham 
between 2 p.m. Friday, 
March 21, and 8 a.m. 
Tuesday, March 25.

Whoever did it took a 
tool bag, three Dewalt 
drills and a RIGID cut-
ter.

Car stolen
An unknown car thief 

got away last week with 
a 2021 Kia Sportage.

The sports util ity 
vehicle was stolen 
between 7:30 and 10:30 
a.m. Wednesday, March 
26, while parked in the 
driveway of a house in 
the 1400 block of 

Grayton.

Steals package
A home video security 

system recorded a man 
stealing a package from 
a porch in the 1400 
block of Bedford at 4:20 
p.m. Thursday, March 
27.

The package con-
tained smoke alarms, 
among other items, 
according to police.

I n v e s t i g a t o r s 
described the suspect as 
a thin black man wear-
ing a hooded fur jack 
over a white FILA 
T-shirt.

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public 
Safety Department, 
(313) 822-7400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Unlocked 
vehicles

Two unlocked vehi-
cles were rummaged 
through on Fordcroft 
a round  6 :45  a .m. 
Sunday March 23.

A pair of Persol sun-
glasses valued at $100 
was taken from one of 
them.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about this and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Shores Public Safety, 
(313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Not a 
coincidence

Infotainment systems 
were stolen from three 
Dodge Ram trucks last 
week.

The first occurred 
sometime overnight into 
Thursday, March 27, in 
the parking lot at Henry 
Ford St. John Hospital. 

The others occurred 
overnight into Saturday, 
March 29, in the 1200 
block of Roslyn and the 
100 block of Hampton.

A loaded handgun also 
was stolen from the 
truck on Roslyn.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS
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Vietnam War
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GROSSE POINTE 7-DAY
WEATHER FORECAST
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Weather data courtesy of Channel 4, WDIV Detroit • ClickOnDetroit.com

enjoy what that is like. To paraphrase Oprah, 
“You get a closed school, you get a closed 
school.”

As for other changes, hear us out.
For the sake of clarity, should St. Paul on 

the Lake actually be called St. Paul on the 
Road Next to the Lake? Then there’s Our 
Lady Star of the Sea. What sea? How about 
Our Lady Star of the Soccer Fields Nearby?

Should University Liggett School award 
degrees? It has the word university in its 
name. That sure would save those parents a 
lot of money on college tuition.

If you have not caught on yet, happy 
belated April Fools’ Day!

There are several theories about how the 
day got its start, but no defi nitive answer. 
Some think it stemmed from one of the sto-
ries in Chaucer’s “The Canterbury Tales,” 
written in 1392.

In “Nun’s Priest’s Tale,” a character is 
tricked by a fox, saying “Since March began, 
full thirty days and two,” meaning 32 days 
after March 1, which would be April 1.

Others suggest it originated in the Middle 
Ages, when many European cities celebrated 
New Year’s Day on March 25. The week-long 
celebration ended April 1, and those who 
marked New Year’s Day on Jan. 1 were made 
fun of.

One of the more famous hoaxes started in 
1698, when people were tricked every year 
into going to the Tower of London to see “the 
lions washed.” It even included authentic 
looking tickets that told holders to enter at 
“the white gate.” The tower had long since 
gotten rid of its zoo and it does not have a 
white gate.

Customs surrounding the day can vary 
from country to county.

In Ireland, it was traditional to entrust the 
victim with an “important letter” and ask 
them to deliver it to a particular person. That 
person would read the letter, then ask the 
victim to deliver it to another person and so 
on. The letter read, “send the fool further.”

In the United Kingdom, it is customary to 
stop playing tricks on people at noon. Those 
who do so afterward are considered to be a 
fool.

The media also has been known to get 
involved. No joke!

The BBC in 1957 showed footage of what 
appeared to be Swiss farmers picking freshly 
grown spaghetti. The network was so inun-
dated with requests from viewers as to where 
they could buy a spaghetti plant that it was 
forced to reveal the hoax the next day. 

The Detroit News once ran an editorial 
warning people about the dangers of “fresh 
water sharks” invading the Great Lakes.

One of the more memorable was the Sports 
Illustrated issue of April 1, 1985, containing 
a cover story about an unusual baseball pros-
pect named Sidd Finch. The fi rst letters in 
each of the words to start the story spelled 
out “Happy April Fools’ Day.”

Hopefully you had a chance to pull off 
some good ones on your family and friends 
Tuesday.

LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes letters to the editor. 

All letters should be typed and signed with the writer’s full 

name and local address, as well as a daytime telephone 

number for verifi cation or questions. Letters longer than 

300 words may be edited for length. All letters may be

edited for content. We reserve the right to refuse any

letter. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. Monday. Letters 

may be submitted via email to editor@grossepointenews.

com or by fi lling out the letters form on our website, 

grossepointenews.com.
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Pure GP
There was a bit of excitement 
Monday afternoon when an in-
jured Cooper’s hawk, likely in its 
fi rst year of life, fl ew into the 
municipal parking garage in the 
City. Those who gathered were 
careful to stay at least 20 feet 
away from it, which helped fl ush 
the raptor from underneath a 
parked car to the top of another 
car parked closer to the opening 
of the garage’s second fl oor. After 
a few minutes, the hawk fl ew out 
to safety. 
Cooper’s hawks are wild birds 
with sharp beaks and talons and 
are dangerous to approach. They 
may be startled by loud noises. It 
is always best to call a wildlife re-
habilitator if an injured bird is 
found.
This photo of the injured 
Cooper’s hawk was safely taken 
from 20 feet away using the zoom 
feature on a cellphone.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

N
ow that we are roughly a quarter of the 
way through this century, we think it is 
time to make some updates to the way 
things are done in the Grosse Pointes. 
Even if we have to pull you kicking and 
screaming along for the ride.

First, we should start with the obvious. Time to 
have just one Grosse Pointe. People already use the 
term to describe the collective fi ve Pointes, so we 
might as well be one, big, happy family … er, city.

We shall call it the City of Grosse Farkoodores, a 
Michigan Village.

The city council, for starters, can be made up of 
the fi ve current mayors. They may not, however, be 
able to get much business done, since they all will be 
looking at each other, asking, “Do I hear a motion? 
Do I hear a motion?”

We are not suggesting this as a cost-saving mea-
sure and we certainly do not want to see anyone lose 
their jobs. It works out nicely because each of the 
fi ve administrative positions — public safety direc-
tors, city managers, city clerks, etc. — gets one day 
a week to be in charge.

Speaking of public safety, our new city should give 
tickets to people attempting to fi le reports who either 
a) left their vehicle unlocked and items were stolen 
from within or b) left their vehicle unlocked WITH 
the keyfob inside and said vehicle was stolen. Fines 
from these tickets can be called a dunce tax.

And why not invite the TV show “Live PD” to fi lm 
a few episodes here? Might drum up some tourism 
or new residents when the country sees how safe it 
is around here.

It also will be illegal to conduct a society or charity 
event that does not include a VIP and/or afterglow 
component.

As for parks, one city only needs one offi cial park. 
We vote for Lake Front Park because the Woods for 
all these years has been the only city not to have a 
park within its actual boundaries. Plus, it has two 
cool waterslides.

The other parks would still be open to residents, 
but they can generate some income by charging 
admission to nonresidents.

Other new streams of revenue could be allowing 
pot shops and short-term rentals. Maybe in the same 
locations.

And for crying out loud, maybe our new city coun-
cil can fi nally get the timing right of the traffi c lights 
along the Mack and Jefferson/Lakeshore corridors. 
We understand these are county roads, but we can 
dream, right?

Now, about those schools. It seems the writing is 
on the wall when it comes to enrollment, so it might 
be time for the Grosse Pointe Public School System 
to revert back to one high school.

Grosse Pointe South High School can handle that. 
Green and blue would not be terrible school colors 
and the Norse Devil athletic teams could have a bit 
of pink piping on their uniforms for that real Grosse 
Pointe touch of fl air.

Grosse Pointe North High School could become 
one big middle school. Afterall, it has a working pool. 
One of the current middle schools could still be a 
school (nudge, nudge, wink, wink) and the other two 
could be sold to developers and turned into afford-
able housing. Just think of the infl ux of young fami-
lies with school-age children that the former 389 St. 
Clair will bring.

If the GPPSS board of education decides not to 
reopen the former Trombly Elementary School, then 
it should at least close each elementary school for 
one year on a rotating basis, just so everyone can 

Time for 
some changes

OUR VIEW

Bond issue
To the Editor:

I live in the Grosse Pointe Public School 
System section of Harper Woods. I have for 
24 years and have happily paid my high 
taxes. I’m not going to vote yes on any 
bond that is in support of opening Trombly 
school. It was closed for good reasons. 
Now it is in much worse shape after sitting 
empty for years. It is old, dark and run 
down. We will never have the large families 
that were once here. Eventually, Grosse 
Pointe may want to consider building a 
new school. 

EILEEN ROSS
Harper Woods

Supported and appreciated
To Superintendent Dr. Andrea Tuttle:

Dear Dr. Tuttle,
I’m saddened there is even a need to send 

this (letter). As ’72 and ’75 Grosse Pointe 
South grads, the parents of a ’99 South 
grade and the grandparents of South and 
Pierce students, my husband and I, and our 
family, have been invested in our schools 
and community for decades. While Grosse 
Pointers have always welcomed new neigh-
bors, some recent transplants would have 
you believe resident longevity means very 
little. We disagree. It demonstrates com-
mitment and an understanding of the com-
munity that is earned over the years.

We are alarmed recent interactions and 
grandstanding by some trustees on the 
recent board majority may leave you with 
the impression your performance leaves 
something to be desired. On the contrary, 
in the years we’ve followed the GPPSS, you 
stand out as a seasoned and very capable 
leader of the highest caliber. Residents 
were enthusiastic at the strides you and the 
previous board made in its short two years, 
from balancing the budget, ratifying a new 
two-year teachers’ contract, complete with 
raise, right-sizing administration post-
COVID, staff recruitment and bringing the 
fund equity back to appropriate levels. We 

See LETTERS, page 7A
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• All Brands! • All Budgets

10 Locations Including
GROSSE POINTE WOODS

20497 Mack Ave. between 7 & 8 Mile

313.881.0700
Buy Online! banksvac.com

Monday - Friday
10:00 - 6:00

Saturday 10:00 - 5:00

BANKS FREE & FAMOUS TUNE-UPS, REPAIRS,
AND SERVICE BENEFITS AFTER THE SALE!!

• REAL VACUUM EXPERTS  
• WE EXPLAIN EVERYTHING
• PRICE MATCH ON THE SPOT
• TRY BEFORE YOU BUY
• FREE ASSEMBLY
• FREE SMILES, MANNERS &
        COMMON COURTESY

WHY BUY AT BANKS?
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FAST
REPAIRS

SINCE 1956

(313) 963-6255 | www.dumoart.com | @dumouchelles

409 East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, MI 48226

Bid in the...

Auctions at 11 AM EST

Scan to Bid

17th & 18th, 2025

Featuring the property of the Detroit 
Institute of Arts, for the benefit 

of the museum.
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of the museum.

Tony Smith (1912-1980) 
1961, 'Spitball'

Frantisek Muzika (1900-1974)
1944, 'Popelec (Ash Wednesday)' �

Milton Avery (1885-1965) 
1944, 'Mama's Boy'�

Ron Gorchov (1930-2020)
1973, 'Untitled'

Ron GoGorcrchohovv (1(193930-0-20202020))
1973 'U titl d'

 Alfred Jensen (1903-1981) 
1958, 'Untitled'

1944, Popelec (Ash Wednesday) � 1944, Mama s Boy �

Sam Francis (1923-1994) 1976, 'Untitled'�

040325

are confident that with you as our 
superintendent, the school system can 
navigate the many issues it continues 
to face. We see you as someone able to 

pivot from one to another, remaining 
focused and decision driven.

We trust in your ability to lead, Dr. 
Tuttle. Please know your efforts are 
strongly supported and very much 
appreciated.

KAROLE AND TOM STEEN
Grosse Pointe Park

LETTERS:
Continued from page 6A

I  S AY  By Renee Landuyt

A 
porch. Not 
just any 
porch, but 
a covered 
p o r c h 
w i d e 

enough to sit on and read 
or rock when it’s raining 
and not get wet. It doesn’t 
have to be a wraparound 
porch, although those are 
amazing. It can be a porch 
that mostly goes the 
length of the front of the 
house. That works, too. 

Porch sitting is a simple 
joy. It takes us back to 
slower days, when things 
weren’t so ridiculous and 
stressful. Adulting is not 
always easy, but having a 
porch to relax on is a 
great place to sit or swing 
your cares away.

Did you watch “The 
Andy Griffith Show”? 
After supper, Andy, Aunt 
Bee, Opie and sometimes 
Barney would sit on the 
porch and just be together. 
Aunt Bee was always in 
her rocking chair and 
sometimes Andy would 
play his guitar and sing. 
That was always such a 
peaceful scene.

Having a porch is on 
my bucket list. I know, 
people think that is an 

odd thing to have on a 
bucket list, but those lists 
are not only for destina-
tions. The last house I 
owned had a small porch, 
so small that whoever 
was outside on the porch 
had to back up a bit when 
the front door opened. 
That shouldn’t even be 
classifi ed as a porch, if 
you ask me. More like a 
faux porch than a front 
porch.

Front porches are a 
family, friend and com-
munity gathering space. 
You could sit on your 
porch anytime of the day 
or night, greet your 
neighbor, gather with 
others or just watch the 
world, or your neighbor-
hood, go by. When I was 
younger I remember 
walking down the street 
and waving to neighbors 
who were on their porch, 
just sitting or rocking or 
swinging, depending on 
the porch seating. The 
block I grew up on and 
the blocks on either side 
of us were fi lled with kids 
and we’d gather at a 
friend’s house, where 
many of the neighbor-
hood kids would sit on 
the porch, the porch rail-
ing and the porch steps. 
Their bikes were strewn 
all over the front lawn. I 
miss that.

A porch is such a great 
t rans i t iona l  space 
between the house and 
the front yard. People can 

sit on the front porch 
without having to step all 
the way out into the 
world. It’s a place for 
refl ection, a place to con-
template life.

Think of all the things 
you can do on a front 
porch: listen to the birds, 
have tea or coffee, host 
happy hour, invite 
friends, make memories, 
sit alone and read a book, 
listen to music, listen to 
the rain fall, feel the cool 
breeze on a fall day, share 
a story, see a sunset or 
sunrise, watch the stars 
come out. The list is long.

This isn’t to say a back 
porch is second place, 
because those can be 
amazing, too. My siblings 
have amazing backyard 
outdoor places to gather. 
But I think those are more 
of a patio. Still fun and 
worthy of a mention. I 
have spent many delight-
ful days and nights hang-
ing out on their patios. 
There’s also balconies. 
Those are great, too.

But back to the front 
porch. Life is slower on 
the front porch, a place to 
unwind, entertain or just 
sit a spell, as they used to 
say. I feel peaceful just 
writing that and maybe 
you feel peaceful reading 
it.

People don’t sit on their 
porches much anymore. I 
don’t know why. When I 
get my own front porch, 
I’ll be sitting there often.

Porch sitting — a lost art

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE — A single 
unit within the Notre Dame townhome 
development recently received a 
$2,762.32 water bill for the quarter, 
prompting city administrators to take 
another look at their formula for multi-
user meter charges. 

“Effectively what happened is we had 
a large water line coming in to a single 
meter for these multi-units,” City 
Manager Joe Valentine explained, “and 
as a result, each unit was being charged 
the rate for the size of the line feeding the 
meter, which was really not the intent 
and nobody does it that way.” 

To address the new multi-family units 
being built in the community — including 
apartments in the former school admin-
istration building at 389 St. Clair, as well 
as a potential development on St. Clair 
behind the CVS lot — council in mid-
March amended the city’s ordinance gov-
erning multi-user meter charges.  

“This language will clarify that even 
though you have a larger line coming 

into a meter, we’re not charging based 
off that specifi c meter,” Valentine said. 
“Each unit will be based off the line com-
ing into that unit, which is more in line 
with how residential properties are 
charged.” 

The new language was drafted via a 
combined effort with the city’s building 
inspector, public service director, city 
attorney and city manager. 

Sec. 78-144 of the city’s utility ordi-
nance now states:

“Where two or more in-service family 
or business units are using one water 
meter, the minimum charges under sec-
tion 78-142 and section 78-143 shall be 
multiplied by the number of in-service 
family or business units on the meter 
using the rate equal to the diameter of the 
water line(s) servicing those units indi-
vidually.”

City council approved the amendment 
6-0, with Councilman Seth Krupp, M.D., 
absent. 

— Laurel Kraus

Water billing rectified 
for multi-unit properties



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, APRIL 3, 2025

8A  |  NEWS

Subscribe today. It’s easy by phone 
at (313) 882-6900 or online at
grossepointenews.com/subscribe

Prefer
to listen?

You can!

PHONE: (313) 882-6900 ◆  FAX:FF  (313) 882-1585 

6 56525 10011 6

Complete news coverage of all the Pointes

SEPTEMBER 26, 2024
GROSSE POINTE, MICHIGANYour community newspaper since 1940

SU
BS

CR
IB

E 
TO

DA
Y!

  
CA

LL
 (3

13
) 3

43
-5

57
8

 
GR

OS
SE

PO
IN

TE
N

EW
S.

CO
M

M I C H I G A N  P R E S S  A S S O C I A T I O N  N E W S P A P E R  O F  T H E  Y E A R

Week Ahead  . . . . . . .
Opinion  . . . . . . . . . . . 
Schools  . . . . . . . . . . 
Features. . . . . . . . . . .
Obituaries  . . . . . . . . . 
Sports  . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Classifi ed ads  . . . . . . 

VOL. 85, NO. 39, 36 PAGES
ONE DOLLAR (DELIVERY 95¢)

REALTORSREALTORS®

SCAN 
HERE

To view every 
listing in GP

244246226269209
2

0

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com
$$1,9951,995 Down$$1,9951,995**

per month,
24 months

No Appointments Necessary forNo Appointments Necessary forNo ApNo Appointments Necessary foro Appointments Necessary forpointments Necessary forNo Appointments Necessary forNo Appointments Necessary forNo Appointments Necessary forNo Appointments Necessary forp  Oil ChangesOil ChanOOil ChOil C Oil ChangesOil ChanOil ChangesOil ChaO

Like us oLike us oonn onus oons
FacebFacebooFaceboFacebookacebooke keceboFacebookcebebooFFaceeeeboo

$$169 169 **$$169 169 **

092624

** 0,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.24month lease.24month lease.1024month h lease. 0
details. Expires 9/30/24.See SSee Salesperson e Salesperson foe Salesperson Salesperson for e SSSeeSee SS e SaSalesperson for e 

p y pp y p Purchase a 2024 for
$24,799 Stock #B550045

26125 Va26125 Van Van VaVan Van DykeykeDykeykeDykeDyke • Center Linenter LinCeCCee e
(Just south of 69ust south of 6ust south of 69st south of 69Just south of 69soutsoutsououououtsouth of 69h of 69sou 6 on Va6 on Va6 on Van6 on Van Dyke6 on Van Dykenon Vannn6 onon Vann6 

yyy
(( )e

(((586555 )) 7554-700054-700054-7000707054-70004--700070700077000 • www.e www.eed www.edwww.edddrinke. wwwwwww www com
$159159959999*99

per mo. 24 Monthsper mo. 24 Monthth2 th

pp y f gNo Appointments Necesststss NeNe ary for Oil ChangesLikLike us on 
FacebookFacebook

092624
0

4
2624

*Prricing is priced on 24cing is priced on 24s priced o month lease. 10,000 milmonth lease. 10,000 milmonth leashth l 000 miln es per year, pluses per year, pluss pper year, pes per year, plus per year, plus
taxx, title, plate. See Stitle, plate. See Sitle, plate. See Stle, plate. See Se. Splate. SSee Se, plate. See Stee, plate. See alespalesperson for detailsperson for detaspersonespersonalesperson for details. a Expires 9/30Expires 9/30/24.res 9/9/30/24.9/s 9/s 9/30/24.

$1,9951,9959595,9951,9 5**5555
DownwnDown
,,

PurchaPurchasPurchasPurchaseurchase aPurchachchh 2024 2024 fforforrorforor
$$$$$43,56543,56543,56533 53,56643,5643,56543,5653$$$$$$ Stock #5438Stock #5438438386938686669

pp y ff gFacebook

*Pr***
taxtatt

2024 Chevy Blazer EV RS AWD

See section C

GROSSE GROSSE 

POINTEPOINTEGabbyGabby

advice for advice for 

real life real life 

is just an is just an 

email away!email away!

Above, Michigan State 
Police cruisers line 
Lakeshore in front of St. 
Paul on the Lake 
Catholic Church. Right,
troopers perform a 21-
gun salute at the end of 
the memorial service for 
Michigan State Police 
officer Daniel Kerstetter. fi

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

The memorial service
for Michigan State Police
Motor Carrier Officer 
Daniel Murray Kerstetter 
was held at St. Paul on
the Lake Catholic Church 
Friday, Sept. 20.

Kerstetter, a resident
of the City of Grosse
Pointe, passed away 
from injuries sustained

when his patrol vehicle
was struck by another 
motorist while he was 
conducting a traffic stop fi
on the side of north-
bound I-75 in Lincoln 
Park around 8:30 a.m. 
Friday, Sept. 13.

Fellow officers came
from far and wide to pay 
their respects — includ-

ing from his home state 
of New York and as far 
as North Carolina. Along 
with a 21-gun salute, the
service included a fly-
over by an MSP helicop-
ter, bagpipes and a finalfi
radio call for Officer 
Kerstetter. 

Previously having 
worked as an assistant 

equipment manager for 
the Detroit Red Wings
and then as a carpenter, 
Kerstetter joined the 
MSP as a motor carrier 
offi cer in early 2023.

He is survived by his 
wife, Katie, and three
children, and was prede-
ceased by his daughter,
Reagan Murray.

Fallen MSP officer laid to rest

The League of Women
Voters of Grosse Pointe
will host a panel discus-
sion on the senior ser-
vices millage proposal
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Oct. 8, at the 
W a y n e  C o u n t y 
Community College audi-
torium, 19305 Vernier, 
Harper Woods. This pro-
posal will be on the ballot
for the Nov. 5 election.

Specifically, voters in 
the Grosse Pointes and
Harper Woods will con-
sider a six-year, 0.35 mill-
age proposal to fund 
essential senior services. 
If passed by the voters, 
this millage will provide
necessary resources and 
support to promote and
protect the health and 
well-being of senior resi-
dents in the community.

The three panelists are:
◆ Prudence Cole-

Klimisch, president emer-
itus, The Helm
◆ T h o m a s  H .

Jankowski, Ph.D., interim 
director, Institute of 
Gerontology, Wayne 
State University
◆ Krista Siddall, execu-

tive director, The Helm
Panelists will respond 

to questions from the 

Program 
on senior 
services 
millage
proposal

CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE — “The city 
council sets the broad
brushstroke of the goals
and the strategic direc-
tion, because we act like 
the board of directors 
who lead in a corpora-
tion,” Mayor Sheila
Tomkowiak said to set
the stage for the city 
council’s annual list of 
goals. “The city manager 
behaves as the CEO and
they’re the ones who exe-
cute on that.”

Council this month set 
four overarching goals
for 2025, the first of 
which Tomkowiak said
takes priority over the

City 
sets
goals
for 2025
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— It’s been said before—
and it will be said again: 
There’s nothing more in-
teresting than a hole in 
the ground.

Whether it’s the Grand
Canyon or a ditch being
dug at the corner of 
Maumee and Bishop in 
Grosse Pointe Park,
there’s what criminal
defense attorneys call an
irresistible impulse to 
look over the edge.

In Arizona, erosion
coalescing into what is 
now the Colorado River 
formed the mile-deep 
canyon. On Maumee, a 

construction crew is
replacing a water main. 
Formation of the canyon 
required an estimated 70 
million years.

Work on Maumee isn’t 
budgeted to take that 
long.

Efforts by a crew from
low-bidder Bidigare 
Contractors is part of this
summer’s replacement of 
2,300 feet of water main
in three locations of the
city: between Bishop and 
Harvard on Maumee, on
Beaconsfield from Vernor fi
to Mack Avenue and to 
provide redundant sup-
ply to Defer Elementary 
School.

O l d ,  c o r r o s i o n -
impeded cast iron pipes 

are being replaced by 
larger plastic ones.

“There was a very small 
water main on Maumee,” 
City Manager Nick 
Sizeland said. “It was 
below today’s industry 
standards. We thought it 
was important to update 
it to standards.”

In Councilman Max
Wiener’s monthly report 
from the Infrastructure 
Committee, of which he 
is chairman, he charac-
terized the old Maumee 
main as “the source of 
past service interrup-
tions.”

Along with replacing 
water mains, crews are

Working on water mains
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Under 
guidance
from a
crew mate, 
the opera-
tor of an
excavator 
carefully 
positions 
the boom
between a 
water line,
at lower 
left, a man-
hole open-
ing and an-
other un-
derground 
utility line.

PHOTO BY 
BRAD 

LINDBERG
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optimism for what the 
City of Grosse Pointe can 
do,” Walsh said in March, 
after city council was 
presented with a set of 
projects to recommend to 
the foundation that 
included the replacement 
of trash receptacles in 
The Village and mounted 
traffi c speed signs. “That 
doesn’t mean that any of 
these aren’t impactful, 
but I think we could do a 
whole lot more.”

Walsh recently was 
appointed as council liai-
son to the city’s founda-
tion, after previous 
liaison, Councilwoman 
Maureen Juip, was 
appointed to the newly 
created Active Adult 
Commission, which will 
administer the senior ser-
vices millage to The 

Helm.  
Though the foundation 

is its own organization, 
city officials in recent 
years began the practice 
of  making annual 
requests on priorities 
deemed of most impor-
tance to the city.  

Also included on the 
list proposed to council 
in March was: 

◆ repair of the clock 
tower over Kercheval;

◆ enhancing Christmas 
decorations and adding 
bike racks in The Village;

◆ satellite data speed 
tracking to help public 
safety patrol areas with 
the most need;

◆ Neff Park kayak, 
canoe and paddleboard 
improvements;

◆ three new frame 
tents for park special 
events;

◆ and replacing wood 
bleachers at Elworthy 
Field with metal bleach-

ers. 
The list did include one 

big-ticket item — con-
structing a community 
center with bathrooms at 
Elworthy Field for 
$400,000.  

“We need, in my opin-
ion, the foundation to 
really gain traction,” 
Walsh said. “I believe we 
need to have projects 
that are impactful. 

“… I’m not disparaging 
(the current priorities), 
but I think we could try 
and shoot for bigger fi sh 
and try to make a greater 
impact for the city, in 
terms of what we could 
deliver to the citizens and 
residents.”

Walsh’s fellow city 
council members agreed 
to table the suggestions 
for foundation projects 
so those on a larger scale 
can be explored before 
the city’s wish list is pre-
sented to the foundation. 

SHIFT:
Continued from page 1A

director of the Tax 
Increment  Finance 
Authority and secretary 
of the Grosse Pointe Park 
Planning Commission.

Although there are no 
fi rm plans on how Rothe 
will be replaced, Sizeland 
said there won’t be a 
return to the city man-
ager being spread thin by 

also serving as assistant 
manager, commission 
secretary, TIFA director 
and more.

“Roles and responsibil-
ities must be spread out,” 
S i z e l a n d  s a i d . 
“Otherwise, things fall 
through the cracks. We 
want to keep improving 
continuously and make 
the lives of Grosse Pointe 
Park residents better. 
Having a professional 
assisting the city man-

ager only helps the city in 
the long run. It is a very 
important role.”

Candidates for the job 
must show Sizeland they 
have what it takes.

“They have to be the 
leader of the Park if I’m 
not here,” he said. “I look 
for someone in whom I 
have every confidence 
they can run Grosse 
Pointe Park.”

Rothe didn’t respond to 
interview requests.

ROTHE:
Continued from page 3A

ship of law enforcement 
and, in recent years, 
heading the Park’s three-
person detective divi-
sion.

“Most of all I’m going 
to miss the people, the 
camaraderie, the team-
work,” Pittman said.

“That’s been the atmo-
sphere since I came (to 
the detective bureau) 
three or four years ago,” 
Detective Paul Pionk 
said. “The goal for this 
office is to work as a 
team. We’re all in it 
together; strength in 
numbers.”

“Detective Sgt. Pittman 
has been a great leader 
for the department and 

detec t ive  bureau,” 
Detective Ryan Willmer 
said. “The department 
will be a little less without 
him, but that happens 
when good people retire. 
He’s a great investigator 
and the city of Grosse 
Pointe Park benefited 
from it.”

“We’re fortunate to 
have had Jeremy,” Chief 
Jim Bostock said. “Every 
position he’s fi lled he has 
done his job to his utmost 
best.”

Pittman was the inau-
gural recipient this year 
of the department’s 
Supervisor of the Year 
award.

“The men and women I 
work with are the best,” 
Pittman said. “We share 
something that, if you 
haven’t done it, you just 

don’t know. We all speak 
the same language. We 
all go through the same 
thing.”

“We have some good 
shoes to fill, but we’re 
looking at it as an oppor-
tunity for other people in 
the department to step up 
and grow,” Bostock said.

“There’s a promotion 
process that requires 
tests and interviews,” 
Pionk said. “The chief 
places whoever he wants 
in the position. We prob-
ably won’t know for a 
month or so.”

“We wish Jeremy noth-
ing but the best,” Bostock 
said. “It’s bittersweet for 
him as well. But, at the 
end of the day, he’s done 
his time with the Park 
and is looking to the next 
chapter in his life.”

BEAT:
Continued from page 3A

GROSSE POINTE 
SHORES — Public safety 
officers from three de-
partments spent several 
hours battling a house 
fire on Sunningdale 
Friday, March 28.

“We got the alarm right 
before 9 a.m., then we 
got a 911 call from the 
DTE fi eld tech,” Shores 
Public Safety Director 
Ken Werenski said. “The 
homeowners had smelled 
gas Thursday and again 
Friday morning, so they 
called DTE.”

No one was home at 
the time of the fire. 
Officers from Grosse 
Pointe Woods and Grosse 
Pointe Farms responded 
with mutual aid to the 
fi re that started in a sec-
ond-fl oor bedroom.

“Based on what we 
walked into, in my opin-
ion, we responded appro-
priately and quickly,” 
Werenski added. “When 
we got there, there were 
flames already coming 
out of the roof.”

Officers were able to 
enter the house initially, 
then had to wait for DTE 
to turn off the gas line.

“The ceiling actually 
melted down into the 
house, onto the beds,” 
Werenski said. 

The fi re was contained 
after about four hours as 
officers spent another 
four hours on scene 
doing cleanup and check-
ing for hotspots.

“This is our first big 
house fire since 2019,” 
Werenski said. “We’ve 
had some careless cooks 
and a few barbecue grills 
get out of control, but 

otherwise we’ve been 
pretty lucky.”

The cause of the fire 
remains under investiga-
tion.

—Ted O’Neil

Shores house burns

COURTESY PHOTOS

A recently installed fence surrounds a house on Sunningdale that caught fi re 
Friday, March 28.

Offi cers from three public safety departments battle 
a house fi re on Sunningdale Friday, March 28.
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TAKING FLIGHT… A JOURNEY TO SUCCESS 
Action Auction

The Grosse Pointe Academy 2025

THE GROSSE POINTE

ACADEMY

AUCTION CHAIRS
Katie and Billy O’Keefe
Celia and Steve Wade

HONORARY CHAIRS
Patti and Jim Anderson

DETAILS AND TICKETS 
PLEASE VISIT: 
GPA.CBO.IO

LIVE AFTER-PARTY 
ENTERTAINMENT 

BY SYKES INTERNATIONAL

QUESTIONS? 
CONTACT US AT 

AUCTION@GPACADEMY.ORG

SILENT & LIVE AUCTIONS, COCKTAILS, DINNER AND DANCING
SATURDAY, MAY 10, 2025

2025 RAFFLE 
Ahee Diamond Hoop Earrings 
(over 5 carat total diamond weight)

NORTHERN ITALY TRIP OF A LIFETIME
The best of Lake Como, the Valtellina wine region, and 
St. Moritz - Switzerland

ONE WEEK CAYMAN ISLANDS 7 MILE BEACH STAY 
FOR UP TO 6

COMPREHENSIVE ORTHODONTIC FULL - TREATMENT

ONLY 200 
TICKETS

$100 EACH
TICKETS AVAILABLE

STARTING APRIL 7, 2025.  

NEW GROSSE POINTE LOCATION 
OPENING SUMMER 2025

Donated by: The Brennan Family

Donated by:  
To purchase, please come to The Grosse Pointe Academy school days 8:30 am - 3:30 pm.

Donated by: Dr. Hummon & Dr. Gebeck, Orthodontic Associates PC

040325

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— A 40-year-old munici-
pal cap on administrative 
spending was increased 
recently to account for 
infl ation and afford the 
city manager and depart-
ment heads more lati-
tude to act quickly.

The cap, set in 1985 at 
$5,000, was quintupled 
during the March 10 city 
council meeting. The 
city manager now has 
authority to make indi-
vidual purchases and 
outlays of up to $25,000 
w i t h o u t  c o u n c i l 
approval.

Department heads, 
l ikewise,  are  now 
entrusted to enter into 

agreements costing as 
much as $10,000, double 
their $5,000 limit from 
1985.

City Manager Nick 
Sizeland introduced the 
request during a council 
meeting last September.

“Make the case from 
$25,000,” Councilman 
Max Wiener told him 
upon the topic being 
reintroduced March 10.

“I look at inflation,” 
Sizeland said. “The way 
things are going, there 
may be cases where sup-
plies or anything else are 
going to keep going up 
in price. Let’s say we go 
to $15,000 or $20,000. I 
feel we’re probably 
going to be back here in 
a year or two looking for 
authority to take that 

threshold higher.”
He cited recent exam-

ples of routine purchases 
being delayed due to 
waiting for council 
approval: city hall con-
crete walkway repairs, 
public safety training 
ammunition, a traffic 
arrow board, parking 
meters, Windmill Pointe 
Park play space earth-
work, watermain street 
repairs and more.

Higher limits come 
with written rules by 
which department heads 
must use approved con-
tractors and situations 
requiring competitive 
bids.

“A department head 
can spend $10,000 or 
less without the city 
manager correcting it?” 

C o u n c i l m a n  T o m 
Caulfield asked. “Does 
anyone have issue with 
that?”

“City departments 
under this policy would 
not be allowed to add a 
vendor,” Sizeland said. 
“They’d have to get 
approval from the city 
manager as well as talk 
with the fi nance director 
(about if) we need to 
refi ne the preferred ven-
dor list.”

“This outlines a couple 
of processes an employee 
needs to go through to 
m a k e  p u r c h a s e s , ” 
Finance Director Ginger 
Moriarty said. “There’s a 
clause, also, that says an 
employee can’t divide 
the purchases in order to 
game the threshold. 

They’re also going to 
have to look into their 
budgets to determine 
whether we planned for 
an expenditure and, if 
not, bring it to city coun-
cil for a budget amend-
ment.”

The present value of 
$5,000 from 1985 is 
$15,122, according to the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics infl ation calcu-
lator at bls.gov. Present 
valuation shows that, 
even by doubling the 
department head thresh-
old to $10,000, managers 
have less current-value 
discretion with the 
increase than 40 years 
ago.

Wiener and everyone 
except Councilwoman 
Christine Gallagher sup-

ported the new limit.
“The city administra-

tion’s been hamstrung,” 
Wiener said. “This is 
professionalizing and 
streamlining the admin-
istration to do its job. It 
is long overdue.”

“There’s been ample 
time, from my perspec-
tive, where we’ve had 
multiple levels (city staff, 
attorney, council and 
others) to provide feed-
back,” Councilman Tim 
Kolar said. “I’m comfort-
able having this policy 
provide clear instruc-
tions to the manager 
(and) directors about 
what their authorities 
are and allowing them to 
do their jobs, duties and 
responsibilities.”

“I’m comfortable that 
i t  w a s  p r o p e r l y 
researched,” Mayor 
Michele Hodges said. 
“There are checks and 
balances.”

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Purchasing limit raised fivefold

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— A preliminary hearing 
in municipal court last 
week ended with an ac-
cused sexual predator 
being returned to the 
Wayne County Jail.

Defendant Darren 
Joshua Bradford, 24, of 
Berkley, also was sched-
uled for arraignment in 
Wayne County Third 
C i r c u i t  C o u r t 
Wednesday, April 2, on 
two counts of third-
degree criminal sexual 
conduct.

He’s accused of the 
Feb. 5 alleged sexual 
assault of a 15-year-old 
Park girl in a car on 
Windmill Pointe Drive 

near Berkshire.
Each count carries a 

prison sentence of up to 
15 years.

During the Park pre-
lim March 26, Judge 
Carl Jarboe denied a 
request by Bradford’s 
attorney for a lower 
bond.

“We were able to keep 
the bond at $250,000 
until at least his next 
cour t  date , ”  Park 
Detective Paul Pionk 
said. “New facts popped 
up. There were more 
victims in Oakland 
County.”

Jarboe granted an 
assistant Wayne County 
prosecutor’s motion to 
clear the public from the 
courtroom during the 
Park girl’s testimony.

The day after the Park 
h e a r i n g ,  O a k l a n d 
County  Prosecutor 
Karen D. McDonald 
announced charges 
against Bradford for the 
same type of crime in 
Bloomfi eld Township.

“Bradford is alleged to 
have been known to pro-
vide vapes, marijuana 
and alcohol to high 
school students through 
Snapchat,” McDonald 
said in a news release. 
“He is alleged to have 
told a 15-year-old female 
victim he would not sell 
her vape products unless 
they had sex. Incidents 
o f  sexual  contact 
between the defendant 
and victim are alleged to 
have occurred in her 
home in Bloomfield 

Township and in the 
defendant’s car.”

Prior to the Park hear-
ing, Bradford already 
was in jail on $175,000 
bond and being prose-
cuted for the same fam-
ily of crimes in Berkley.

“He was a classic pred-
ator, a groomer, over the 
last three or four years,” 
Pionk said. “He uses a 
lot of tactics. He’s known 
throughout these com-
munities. He gets hold of 
them through social 
media or they get hold of 
him for vapes, mari-
juana or whatever. He 
plays on that angle, 
befriends them and does 
nice things for them, 
drives them around and 
takes advantage of 
them.”

“The facts alleged in 
this case are every par-
ent’s worst nightmare,” 
McDonald said. “This 
adult defendant appears 
to have preyed upon the 
vulnerabilities of a teen-
ager to coerce sex from a 

victim who wasn’t old 
enough and in a position 
to consent. Police believe 
there may be other vic-
tims. Anyone with infor-
mation about other 
incidents should contact 
their local police.”

Predator case heads downtown
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Sun: 10:00am - 3:00pm
Sat: 10:00am - 7:30pm
Mon-Fri: 10:00am - 7:30pm

(313) 435-0437

Grosse Pointe, MI 48230
17012 Kercheval Avenue
GrossePointe,MI

Simply
Ear-resistible

NothingBundtCakes.com
ORDERONLINE!WEDELIVER!
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because I represent our 
community on the school 
board, because I contrib-
uted money to politi-
cians,” Cotton said the 
morning after the meet-
ing, “everything he was 
angry about was me 
being an American.”

Cotton said he con-
tacted the Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety 
Department after the 
meeting, speaking to an 
officer who was at the 
meeting.

Few others at the board 
table spoke out after-
ward.

“It is unacceptable to 
make thinly veiled 
threats,” Trustee Clint 
Derringer said. “I’m 
sorry, Trustee Cotton, it 
happened to you.”

B o a r d  P r e s i d e n t 
Colleen Worden agreed.

“I, too, denounce any 
threats,” she said. “It’s 
not acceptable to come to 
that podium and make 
those kinds of threats.”

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Andrea Tuttle said she 
was “taken aback.”

“That was completely 
scary and I’m shocked 
it’s not being addressed 
differently,” she said.

Tuttle has since said 
Seaman is banned from 
any district property.

Worden sent the 
Grosse Pointe News a 
further statement the 
morning after the meet-
ing.

“References to weap-
ons or violence in any 
context are completely 
unacceptable in our 
school community,” she 
said. “Had I fully under-
stood the nature of these 
comments during the 
meeting, I would have 
intervened immediately. 
I believe that threats of 
violence, especially in a 
school setting, are repre-
hensible. 

“I appreciate the quick 
response from the Grosse 
Pointe Farms Police who 
arrived shortly after the 
remarks were made,” she 
continued. “Our schools 
must remain spaces 
where all students, staff, 
board members and com-
munity members feel 
physically and emotion-
ally safe.”

Seaman, who began 
his comments saying 
people should “look away 
from the national scene,” 
and asked for decorum, 
is scheduled to appear at 
9 a.m. Wednesday, April 
9, in Grosse Pointe 
Woods Municipal Court 
on a different matter.

He received a citation 

last month from the 
Woods building depart-
ment indicating a viola-
tion of the city’s sign 
ordinance. City Attorney 
Tim Tomlinson said the 
issue is not about the 
messages of the signs, 
but rather size limita-
tions. The ordinance only 
allows a maximum of six 
square feet and signs can 
only remain up 30 days 
once a complaint is fi led.

“He did take down 
some signs that depicted 
nude body parts ,” 
Tomlinson said. “The 
issue was because it was 
at a school crosswalk.”

The signs are located at 
the corner of Kings Court 
East and Cook Road, 
close to both Monteith 
Elementary School and 
Univers i ty  L igge t t 
School.

A van recently parked 
in the driveway of the 
home also had a message 
written on it, stating 
“Billionaire Sean Cotton, 
owner of GP News. Can 
say what he wants. Buy 
council & school board.”

A call to a cell phone 
number listed to an Ian 
Seaman living in the 
Pointes was met with a 
message from Verizon 
saying the number is no 
longer in service.

THREATS:
Continued from page 1A

PHOTOS BY TED O’NEIL

 Top, van parked in the driveway of Ian Seaman’s Grosse Pointe Woods home 
contained a message aimed at Sean Cotton, owner of the Grosse Pointe News, 
as recently as last week. Above, Ian Seaman has been cited by the city of Grosse 
Pointe Woods for this collection of yard signs. Offi cials say the total square 
footage of the signs violate city ordinances.

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — Students of St. 
Paul on the Lake Catholic 
School will perform 
“Grease :  School 
Version,” at 2 and 7 p.m. 
Saturday, April 5, in the 
school gymnasium.

“We’re very excited,” 
said Jacqueline Knuth, 
music director. “The par-
ents are energized and 
it’s brand new for the 
kids. We’re expecting a 
big turnout.”

Aside from Knuth, the 
production team includes 
Katie Bellanca as direc-
tor and Samantha Rinaldi 
as choreographer.

“We do this every 
spring,” Knuth said. “It’s 
a great tradition. We usu-
ally do a Disney musical, 
but we decided to ven-
ture out a bit this year.”

According to reviews, 
the performance “retains 
the fun-loving spirit and 
immortal songs of the 
blockbuster show, but 
removes any profanity, 
lewd behavior and 
Rizzo ’s  pregnancy 
scare.”  

“The songs are altered 
and it’s definitely kid-
friendly,” Knuth said. 
“There are little tweaks, 
but it’s nice and clean.”

The 90-minute perfor-
mance contains popular 
songs from the movie, 
such as  “Greased 
Lightnin,” “Summer 
Nights” and “We Go 

Together.”
The main characters 

will be played by stu-
dents in sixth through 
eighth grades, with the 
ensemble made up of 
fourth and fi fth graders.

“We also have a junior 
ensemble, for kindergar-
teners through third 
grade,” Knuth said. 

“They do a pre-show 
song and dance routine. 
We involve the whole 
school so that hopefully 
the younger students will 
aspire to stay involved as 
they get older.”

Tickets are $10 and 
available at cur8.com or 
at the door.

—Ted O’Neil

St. Paul to perform ‘Grease: School Version’

COURTESY PHOTO

St. Paul on the Lake Catholic School performs “Grease: School Version” at 2 
and 7 p.m. Saturday, April 5.

City of Grosse Pointe resident Violet Whitmore, 
a senior communication arts major at Grove City 
College, has been named to the Dean’s List with 
Distinction for the fall 2024 semester. She is a 
2021 graduate of Veritas Scholars Academy.

◆◆◆
Alexandra Karolak of Grosse Pointe Park was 

named to the Dean’s List for the fall 2024 semes-
ter at Washington University in St. Louis. Karolak 
is enrolled in the university’s College of Arts & 
Sciences.

◆◆◆
Dylan Miller of Grosse Pointe Farms is one of 

more than 200 student-athletes at Lebanon Valley 
College who competed for the Flying Dutchmen 
during the winter 2024-25 sports season. Miller, 
a graduate of Grosse Pointe South High School, 
is pursuing a Bachelor of Science degree in digi-
tal communications at The Valley. He was a 
member of the men’s ice hockey team.

◆◆◆
Abigail Pongratz of Grosse Pointe Farms and 

Claire Cameron and Jake Sands of Grosse Pointe 
Woods were named to the Dean’s List for the fall 
2024 semester at Saginaw Valley State University.

◆◆◆
Julianna Tague of the City of Grosse Pointe, a 

communication disorders major, was named to 
the Dean’s List at Emerson College for the fall 
2024 semester.

◆◆◆
Cameron E. Kaess of Grosse Pointe Farms 

recently was elected to membership in the honor 
society of Phi Kappa Phi at College of Charleston.

◆◆◆
University of Alabama junior Rachel Rybicki

of Grosse Pointe Park was named to the 2025 
Southeastern Conference Gymnastics Community 
Service Team. 

◆◆◆

PRIDE OF 
THE POINTES
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MEATBALLS
veal, pork, and beef meatballs, slow cooked

in Sunday sauce, dollop of ricotta, herbs

CLAMS CASINO
Jersey clams, bacon, onions, peppers, Italian breadcrumbs

MUSSELS
red sauce or white wine, herbs, Jersey baguette

FRIED BURRATA
semi-soft fresh mozzarella, Italian breadcrumbs,

lightly fried, pomodoro sauce

SPAGHETTI CARBONARA
spaghetti, pancetta, egg yolk, parmigiano, 

roasted garlic
PAPPARDELLE BOLOGNESE

pappardelle, ground veal, pork, beef, carrot, onion,
 pomodoro sauce, dollop of ricotta, herbs

CHICKEN PICCATA
artichokes, capers, oven-roasted tomatoes, white

 wine, lemon, herbs 
CHICKEN PARMIGIANA

breaded chicken pomodoro sauce,
fresh mozzarella, spaghetti, herbs

CHICKEN SORRENTINO
sliced eggplant, fresh mozzarella, light 

pomodoro sauce, herbs
CHICKEN MARSALA
sweet marsala wine sauce, mixed 

mushrooms, herbs
EGGPLANT ROLLATINI

ricotta stuffed rollatini, fresh mozzarella, 
pomodoro sauce, parmigiano, herbs

RIGATONI BOSCAIOLA
rigatoni, pancetta, mushrooms, peas, 

vodka sauce, parmigiano

CHOICE OF MIXED GREENS, CAESAR SALAD OR PASTA FAGIOLI

PR IX  F IXE  MENU
AVAILABLE SUNDAY -  THURSDAY |  3 :30PM - 5 :30PM

FRIDAY & SATURDAY |  3 :30PM - 5 :00PM
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$29.95
PER PERSON

EatPasta.io  |  17043 Kercheval Ave, Grosse Pointe, MI 48230  |  313-300-6319  |               @eatpastaio_grosse_pointe
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2024 Top Producer at Higbie Maxon Agney.
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Howard Buhl
howard.buhl@higbiemaxon.com
313-886-3400
313-319-1455
higbiemaxon.com
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Mutual of Omaha 
Mortgage and Saros Real 
Estate Services recently 
teamed up to support 
two charities and are 
offering the community a 
chance to get in on the 
action.

Hockey fans of all ages 
are invited to the first 
Pucks for a Purpose 
charity hockey game 
Saturday, April 12, at 
East Side Hockey Ice 
Arena, 4831 Canyon, 
Detroit.

Preceding the hockey 
game, organizers will 
offer a veterans and cli-
ent appreciation after-
noon Friday, April 11, at 
Saros, featuring a Cool 
Jacks ice cream truck. 
Realtors at the firm — 
including U.S. Marine 
Corps veterans Spencer 
Ray and Sam Genna — 
will be trained on the ins 
and outs of VA loans.

The following day, the 
puck drops on a hockey 
game spearheaded by 
Mutual  of  Omaha 
Mortgage Vice President 
of Mortgage Lending and 
Corporate Outreach 
Tony Gatliff and Danny 
DeKeyser, Realtor with 
Saros Real Estate and 
former Detroit Red 
Wings defenseman and 
current studio analyst.

“We just got together 
and were thinking about 
doing something good 
for our companies and 
the community,” said 
Gatliff, a Grosse Pointe 
Park resident.

“I’m part of probably 
12 to 15 charity games 
each year through the 
Detroit Red Wings 
Alumni Association,” 
said DeKeyser, a Grosse 
Pointe Shores resident. 
“We were interested in 
doing something on the 
Eastside; there’s not too 
many in this area.”

Proceeds benefit The 
Headstrong Project and 
the Jamie Daniels 
Foundation.

Jamie Daniels 
Foundation

The Jamie Daniels 
Foundation was estab-
lished by Ken Daniels 
and Lisa Daniels-
Goldman in memory of 
their late son, Jamie, who 
died from an overdose at 
age 23, while receiving 
treatment for substance 
use disorder.

“Despite the support of 
his family, Jamie’s life 
was tragically lost due to 
substandard care and the 
predatory practices that 
exist in the billion-dollar 
addiction and substance 
use recovery business,” 
according to the founda-
tion website. “Today, we 
are driven to affect 

change, by providing 
hope and support to fam-
ilies of children, youth 
and young adults strug-
gling with substance use 
disorder.”

“The Jamie Daniels 
Foundation was founded 
in 2018, by Jamie’s mom 
and dad,” said Chris 
Perry, executive director 
of the foundation. “… 
They started this founda-
tion to help other families 
and children avoid what 
they went through.

“Tony Gatliff and his 
organization, Mutual of 
Omaha Mortgage, has 
been supportive of the 
J a m i e  D a n i e l s 
Foundation for a number 
of years,” he added. “… 
We help kids, teens and 
young adults with sub-
stance abuse and recov-
ery.”

As a nonprofit, every 
dollar counts, Perry said.

“More importantly is 
the stigma,” he added. 
“Explaining the work we 
do with people we 
haven’t encountered 
before helps reduce the 
stigma. Stigma is a bar-
rier to acknowledging 
the problem and seeking 
out support.”

Stigma reduction is 
just one of three goals of 
the foundation, which 
also focuses on preven-
tion and recovery.

“We want to prevent 
children and teen use of 
substances to deal with 
anxiety or stress,” Perry 
said. “And we help those 
with a problem get into 
recovery, so they can bet-
ter manager their life and 
fulfi ll their dreams.

“… Our focus is on chil-

dren, teens and young 
adults, so age 24 and 
younger,” he noted. 
“Ninety percent of people 
who struggle with sub-
stance use disorder 
started using that sub-
stance before age 18. 
That’s why we say addic-
tion is a disease of ado-
lescence. If we can 
prevent children from 
using, they’re less likely 
to develop a problem and 
the quicker we can help 
them.”

More information 
about the Jamie Daniels 
Foundation may be found 
at jamiedanielsfounda-
tion.org.

The Headstrong 
Project

The second charity to 
benefi t from the hockey 
game is The Headstrong 
Project, which is a pro-
gram regularly supported 
by Mutual of Omaha 
Mortgage’s Patriot’s 
Charity Initiative.

“Every year, Mutual of 
Omaha Mortgage closes 
thousands of mortgage 
loans,”  said Dave 
Romano, vice president 
of development and mili-
tary affairs with Mutual 
of Omaha Mortgage. 
“From the income gener-
ated, we donate to the 
USO and military-
focused organizations 
that are very impactful to 
our veteran communi-
ties. The program allows 
us to bring awareness to 
these great organizations 
and help to support their 
causes.

“… Tony wanted to 
help increase awareness 
in the Detroit area and 

we felt we could help 
support The Headstrong 
Project from an event 
like this,” he continued. 
“Likewise, Tony is part-
nered with Saros Real 
Estate Services and 
together we are happy to 
support Jamie Daniels 
Foundation.”

Romano continued, 
“We created the Patriot’s 
Charity Initiative from 
our belief that one day a 
year is not enough to 
thank our veterans and 
active-duty service mem-
bers for defending the 
freedoms we enjoy every 
single day. We know that 
the charities which we 
have partnered with will 
put our donations to 
effective use in the vet-
eran and active-duty mil-
itary communities.”

Since its inception in 
2015, the Patriot’s 
Charity Initiative has 
donated more than $4.5 
million to charities like 
The Headstrong Project. 

“The  Headstrong 
Project is a veteran-
founded nonprofit that 
provides barrier-free, 
confi dential, stigma-free 
PTSD treatment to ser-
vice members, veterans 
and family members con-
nected to their care,” said 
Austin Stiffl er, marketing 
director  with The 
Headstrong Project. 
“Headstrong’s mission is 
to help clients ‘Triumph 
Over Trauma’ by provid-
ing best-in-class outpa-
tient care delivered via 
an extensive network of 
military-connected clini-
cians carefully selected 
for each client based on 
their individual needs. 

Headstrong covers the 
cost of 30 sessions per 
client, which equates to 
about a year of treat-
ment. 

“Since its inception, 
Headstrong has provided 
more than 218,000 men-
tal health sessions to 
thousands of service 
members, veterans and 
military family mem-
bers,” she continued. 

“Headstrong currently 
offers in-person treat-
ment in 17 states and is 
set to expand services 
into three additional 
s t a t e s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
Michigan, later this 
year.”

More information 
about The Headstrong 
Project may be found at 
theheadstrongproject.
org.

“The Headstrong 
Project’s mission to help 
our nation’s service 
members and veterans 
‘Triumph Over Trauma’ 
wouldn’t be possible 
without events like Pucks 
for a Purpose and com-
mitted partners like 
Saros Real Estate and 
Mutual  of  Omaha 
Mortgage,” Stiffl er said. 
“The funds raised 
through this event go 
directly towards provid-
ing no-cost mental health 
treatment for the brave 
men and women who 
served our country. 
Additionally, events like 
this help break the stigma 
surrounding mental 
health and show that ask-
ing for help is a sign of 
strength.

“We’re looking for-
ward to joining the 
Grosse Pointe commu-

nity to rally behind two 
important causes while 
witnessing an epic show-
down on the ice,” she 
added.

Taking the ice
Doors at ESH open at 

6:30 p.m. Ice time was 
donated by the East Side 
Y o u t h  S p o r t s 
Foundation. Ken Daniels 
will drop the puck at 7:30 
p.m.

“Representatives from 
all the charities and com-
panies will be there, too,” 
Gatliff said. “Ken Daniels 
will do the puck drop and 
Danny is playing and 
probably other Red 
Wings alumni.”

“It seems like most of 
the players are excited to 
get out and play,” 
DeKeyser said, “and sup-
port two great causes.”

The event also features 
concessions and a silent 
auction. Auction items 
include a hockey stick 
bench — created by 
Gatliff’s father, Tony 
Gatliff Sr., of Great 
Lakes Woodworking — 
as well as Detroit Tigers 
and Red Wings tickets, 
Red Wings autographed 
memorabilia and other 
items. 

Bids are accepted 
online in advance of the 
game.

“It will be an exciting 
hockey game that will 
help to bring the commu-
nity together to support 
two great organizations,” 
Romano said. “Both 
organizations are very 
dedicated to the commu-
nity and we feel it will be 
a lot of fun cheering on 
the teams and at the 
same time raising money 
to support two great 
foundations.”

Added Perry, “It’s 
going to be exciting. 
We’re going to meet new 
people who haven’t been 
introduced to the founda-
tion. And hockey is 
always a fun sport.

“We’re thankful to 
Tony Gatliff and the 
Mutual  of  Omaha 
Mortgage team for spon-
soring this. It’s an expres-
sion of their devotion to 
the community.”

Tickets are $15 and 
available at the door or 
online.

For more information, 
to purchase tickets or bid 
on an auction item, scan 
the QR code or visit
e.givesmart.com/events/
HYE/.

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Pucks for a Purpose benefi ts pair of charities

Friendly faceoff

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Mutual of Omaha Mortgage Vice President of Mortgage Lending and Corporate Outreach Tony Gatliff, 
left,  and Danny DeKeyser, Realtor with Saros Real Estate and former Detroit Red Wings defenseman.
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Family Center
The Family Center of 

Grosse Pointe and 
Harper Woods offers free 
programs and resources 
that help build happier, 

healthier families. The 
following programs take 
place at The War 
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
unless otherwise noted. 

Learn more at familycen
terhelps.org or RSVP to 
maryjo@familycenter
helps.org.

◆ Thriving Through 
Your Divorce, 7 p.m. 
Thursday, April  3. 
Presented in collabora-
t i o n  w i t h  T h r i v e 
Advantage Group and 
Grosse Pointe Law 
Center, this workshop 
will help navigate attend-
ees through the emo-
tional and practical 
challenges of separation 
with clarity, confi dence 
and support.

◆ Health for Her at The 
Helm, 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 8, at The Helm, 158 
Ridge, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. The topic is osteo-
porosis.

◆ Community Book 
Discussion, 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 30, at 
the Grosse Pointe Public 
Library Central Branch, 
10 Kercheval, Grosse 
Po in te  Farms .  In 
“Dopamine Nation,” Dr. 
Anna Lembke explores 
new scientifi c discoveries 
that explain why the 
relentless pursuit of plea-
sure leads to pain. Copies 
of the book are available 
at GPPL and the Harper 
Woods Public Library.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers a variety of classes 
a n d  p r o g r a m s . 

Registration is required 
at (313) 882-9600 for the 
following:

◆  W i s e  G u y s 
Conversation Group, 9 to 
10 a.m. Mondays.

◆ Pinochle Club, 1:30 
to 3:30 p.m. Tuesdays. 
Free for members, $6 for 
guests. 

◆ Texas Hold ’em 
Poker, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Tuesday. Free for mem-
bers, $6 for guests.

◆ Bocce League, 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesdays, 
beginning June 3. Free 
for members, $6 for 
guests.

◆ Mahjong Club, 1 to 4 
p.m. Wednesdays, Free 
for members, $6 for 
guests.

◆ Ping-Pong Group, 3 
to 5 p.m. Fridays. Free 
for members, $3 for 
guests.

◆ Social Media for 
Mature Learners, 4 to 5 
p.m. Fridays, through 
May 9, with instructor 
Janisse Green.

◆ Restorative Yin 
Evening Yoga, 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. Thursdays, 
April 3 and 17, and May 
1, 15 and 29. Cost is $7 
for members, $10 for 
guests. 

◆ The movie “The Six 
Triple Eight” is shown at 
noon Friday, April 4. 
Cost is $3 for members, 
$5 for guests, and 
includes snacks.

◆  S p a n i s h  f o r 
Beginners, 6 to 7:30 p.m. 

Tuesdays, April 8 to May 
13, and 10 to 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays, April 9 to 
May 14. Cost is $35 for 
members, $40 for guests.

◆ CPR/First Aid Class, 
6 to 7:45 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 8.

◆ Health for Her at The 
Helm, 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 8. Bone 
health and osteoporosis 
will be discussed. This 
program is in partner-
ship with The Family 
Center.

◆  M e e t  Y o u r 
Representative with 
State Rep. Veronica Paiz, 
noon to 1 p.m. Thursday, 
April 10.

◆ Field trip to Michigan 
Central Station, 11:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 16. 
Cost is $45 for members, 
$50 for guests.

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a 
variety of programs. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.

◆ Silent Book Club, 7 
to 8 p.m. Thursday, April 
3, at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Berlin: History & 
Highlights of a Great 
City, 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday, April 3, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Sensory Storytime, 
10:30 to 11 a.m. Friday, 
April 4, at Ewald, 15175 
E. Jefferson, Grosse 
Pointe Park.

◆  Letter Writing 
Afternoon, 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday, April 5, at 
Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆ Hustle for Health 
Dance Class, 12:15 to 
1:15 p.m. Saturday, April 

5, at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆  Teen Galact ic 
Combat Class, 2 to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, April 5, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Craft to Go, all day 
Monday, April 7, at all 
three branches.

◆ Meet Up & Make: 
DIY Magnetic Poetry, 
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Monday, 
April 7, at Central,  10 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

◆ DREAM Lab Teens 
Only, 4:30 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 8, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Tuesday Night Book 
Discussion, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 8, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Shelf Indulgence, 7 
to 9 p.m. Tuesday, April 
8, offsite. 

◆ Science Fiction Book 
Club, 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 9, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Reader Dog, 10 to 11 
a.m. Saturday, April 12, 
at Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Friend’s Purse Sale 
and $5 Bag Sale, 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Saturday, April 
12, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆ Saturday Drop-In 
Storytime, 10:30 to 11 
a.m. Saturday, April 12, 
at Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

GPAA
The Grosse Pointe 

Artists Association offers 
a variety of classes at its 
studio, located at The 
War Memorial ,  32 

The Grosse Pointe 
Historical Society pres-
ents its next Dr. Frank 
Bicknell Lecture at 7:30 
p.m. Wednesday, April 16, 
at the Cook Schoolhouse, 
20025 Mack Plaza, Grosse 
Pointe Woods. 

“ M a k i n g  W a v e s : 
Michigan’s Boat Building 
Industry, 1865-2000” will 
be discussed.

Michigan may be 
known as the automobile 
capital of the world, but it 
also boasts a similarly 
rich heritage in the devel-
opment of boat build-
ing.  By the  la te 
19th century, Michigan 
had emerged as the indus-
try hub, drawing together 

the most talented design-
ers, builders and engine 
makers to produce some 
of the fastest and most 
innovative boats ever cre-
ated. 

Author Scott Peters, 
using photos from his 
book of the same title, will 
explore the intriguing 
story of the industry that 
evolved in Michigan, but 
changed boating around 
the world.

The lecture is free and 
the public is welcome. 

Those unable to attend 
may view the lecture 
online on the GPHS 
YouTube channel, where 
past lectures also may be 
found.
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Shop with us in store 16906 Kercheval Ave
in the Village of Grosse Pointe, or online

shopglitterandscotch.com
(313) 571-3607

04
03

25

0
4
0
3
2
5

GIFTS • PARTY SUPPLIES • TABLEWARE
UNIQUE CARDS FOR EVERY OCCASION

Memorable Easter Entertaining
and Gifts from....

Hailed as one of the 
most powerful voices in 
war literature, bestselling 
author and decorated 
Vietnam veteran Karl 
Marlantes brings unpar-
alleled depth to the reali-
ties of combat and its 
lasting effects on the 
human spirit.

On Wednesday, April 9, 
The War Memorial pres-
ents “An Evening with 
Karl Marlantes: Echoes 
of the Vietnam War,” the 
latest event in its Vietnam 
War 50th Anniversary 
C o m m e m o r a t i o n 
Program Series. 

The evening begins at 6 
p.m. with a VIP reception. 
A moderated conversa-
tion with an audience 
Q&A follows at 7 p.m. in 
the Alger Center ball-
room. Victoria Stewart, 
assistant director of the 
Wayne State University 
Humanities Center, will 
moderate. The evening 
concludes with a photo 
o p p o r t u n i t y  w i t h 
Marlantes at 8 p.m.

“I’m a good storyteller 
with all kinds of stories,” 
Marlantes said in speak-
ing with the nonprofit 
organization in March. 
“I’m someone who was 
there at the time and has 
some perspective. This 
event is open to the audi-
ence and I’ll stay there as 
long as there are ques-
tions.”

The 80-year-old vet-

eran will share his 
insights on war, service 
and storytelling, includ-
ing his 2009 novel 
“Matterhorn: A Novel of 
the Vietnam War.” This 
book is set in Vietnam in 
1969 and draws from 
Marlantes’ experiences.

A Yale graduate and 
R h o d e s  S c h o l a r , 
Marlantes served as a 
Marine in Vietnam, earn-
ing the Navy Cross, 
Bronze Star and other 
honors. His celebrated 
novel “Matterhorn” was 

hailed by The New York 
Times as “one of the most 
profound and devastating 
novels ever to come out 
of Vietnam — or any 
war.” His other works 
include “Deep River,” 
exploring Finnish immi-
grants in the Pacific 
Northwest, and his latest 
release, “Cold Victory,” 
which examines Finland’s 
political climate after 
World War II.

The VIP reception 
includes an opportunity 
to meet and speak with 

Marlantes while enjoying 
a complimentary bever-
age and gourmet hors 
d’oeuvres. For the photo 
opportunity, pictures of 
individuals and groups 
with Marlantes will be 
taken with one’s own 
camera or mobile phone, 
facilitated by The War 
Memorial’s professional 
staff. Copies of Marlantes’ 
works will be available 
for purchase.

Premium tickets are 
$55, general admission 
tickets are $30 and stu-
dent tickets are $15. 
Discounts are available 
for veteran and active 
military. To purchase 
tickets, visit warmemo-
rial.org/eventcalendar11/
karl-marlantes.

The War Memorial, 32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, hosts a yearlong 
series of events and pro-
grams to honor the ser-
vice and sacrifice of 
Vietnam veterans and 
their families. Events will 
include a pair of military 
history exhibits and a 
documentary fi lm screen-
ing with expert-led dis-
cussions, art exhibits and 
educational lectures that 
explore the war’s social 
and psychological impact 
and conclude with 
Veterans Day breakfast 
featuring a keynote 
address by Medal of 
Honor Recipient James 
McCloughan.

Vietnam veteran, bestselling author 
to speak at The War Memorial

COURTESY PHOTO

Author Karl Marlantes will speak at The War 
Memorial at 6 p.m. Wednesday, April 9.

The Odawa, Ojibway 
and Potawatomi peoples 
have called Michigan 
home for thousands of 
years. Their vibrant com-
munities continue to 
thrive today.

Ford House hosts a 
presentation that delves 
into the deep history and 
enduring stories of the 
Anishnaabek through the 
perspective of Eric 
Hemenway, Anishnaabek 
historian.

He will present “A 
People of Influence: 
Michigan’s Anishnaabek” 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 
10, at Ford House, 1100 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores.

With more than 20 
years of experience, 
Hemenway brings a 

wealth of knowledge and 
insight from his work 
with the National Park 
Serv i ce ,  s ta te  o f 
Michigan, public schools 
and universities across 
the country. A dedicated 
advocate for Native 
American history, he also 
serves on the Michigan 
Historical Commission 
and as a trustee for the 
Michigan Historical 
Society.

His talk will illuminate 
the past and present of 
Michigan’s Indigenous 
communities, sharing 
stories that connect all to 
the land and its history.

Tickets are $10 for 
Friends of Ford House, 
$12 for the public. 

Purchase tickets online 
at tinyurl.com/ykdaf22h.

‘A People of Influence: 
Michigan’s Anishnaabek’ 
lecture scheduled April 10

‘Making Waves’ lecture 
looks at Michigan’s 
boat-building industry

AREA ACTIVITIES

See EVENTS, page 7B
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If you have been impacted by 
scammers there are things you 
must do to protect yourself. Firstly, 
don’t panic. Think through what 
happened and what information 
you think the crooks may have 
gained access to.

The Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC) has some tips on what to do 
if you have fallen prey to a scam. 
Does a scammer have remote 
access to your computer? If so, 
update your computer’s security 
software, run a scan and delete

Then take steps to protect your 
personal information wherever it 
looks like infromation may have 
been breached.

Also check your credit card, bank 

unauthorized charges or changes. 
If you see any, report them to the 
company or institution. Then go to 
IdentityTheft.gov to see what steps 
you should take. 

Did a scammer take control 
of your cell phone number and 
account?  In this case contact 
your service provider to take back 

control of your phone number. 
Once you do, change your account 
password and any others you may 
have stored on your phone. 

If you have paid a scammer 
money via a credit card or debit 
card you must contact the company 
or bank that issued the card. Tell 
them it was a fraudulent charge. 
Ask them to reverse the transaction 
and give you your money back.

If a scammer has made an 
unauthorized transfer from your 
bank account — contact your bank 
and tell them it was an unauthorized 

debit or withdrawal. Ask them to 
reverse the transaction and give you 
your money back.

Did you pay a scammer with 

contact the company that issued the 
gift card. Tell them it was used in a 
scam and ask them to refund your 
money. Keep the gift card itself and 
the gift card receipt. 

If you gave a scammer your 
Social Security numbe , go 
to identitytheft.gov to see what 
steps to take, including how to 
monitor your credit.

If you gave your username and 
password, create a new, strong 
password. If you use the same 
password anywhere else, change it 
there, too.

Always report the scam to the 
FTC. When you report a scam, 
the FTC can use the information 
to build cases against scammers, 
spot trends, educate the public 
and share data about what is 
happening in your community. If 
you experienced a scam — or even 
spotted one, report it to the FTC at 
reportfraud.ftc.gov.

If you have been victimized by scammers, here’s what you can do

  want
YOU!

Cybercriminals

By Grosse Pointe News Staff

Consumers can never let their guard down 
when it comes to identity theft. Personal 
information is much more accessible in an 
increasingly digital world. Consequently, 
instances of identity theft and consumer fraud 
continue to grow. Seniors are particularly at 
risk, as they may be unfamiliar with the types 
of scams circulating through populations.

The Identity Theft Research Center reported 
a record number of data compromises in the 
United States in 2021, up 68 percent over the 
past year. In the same year The Federal Trade 
Commission’s (FTC) Consumer Sentinel 
Network received more than 5.7 million 
reports of fraud and identity theft.

The FTC says identity theft is when someone 

without your consent. Commonly stolen data 
includes addresses, credit card numbers, 
bank account information, Social Security 
numbers, or medical insurance numbers.

Though thieves can gather information 
by intercepting it through digital channels 
or simply by stealing mail or going through 
trash, many times people inadvertently 
share personal information with scammers 
themselves. It’s important to be on the 
lookout for anyone seeking information from 
anyone that you did not request to interact 
with.

Wayne County heriff Raphael Washington
urges the public to be aware that the most 
effective way to stop scammers in their 
tracks is to be educated on how to protect 
yourself. It pays to be skeptical and know 
what not to do if approached by a scammer – or 
encounter any situation that doesn’t seem to 
be on the level. In just a few seconds of time 
a scammer can change your life or cause red 
tape and heartache for years.

“We have to trust our intuition,” 
Washington said, “If it doesn’t seem right, 
it’s probably not right.”

Here’s a look at a few common scams.

Phone scams
Phone scams may involve telemarketers 

trying to sell you something in exchange for 
personal information given over the phone, 
as well as people impersonating government 
agencies or credit card companies. “Please 

some of the phrases these scams utilize. Never 
give out personal information over the phone 

speaking to is legitimate. Phone scammers 
can be pushy, so don’t worry about manners 
if you are feeling forced. Simply hang up!

Text links
The Pew Research Center says 81 percent 

of adult mobile phone users use text messages 
regularly. Scammers utilize text messages to 
try to gain information too. The text often 
includes a link to a site that will request 
personal information. Do not respond to such 
texts and avoid clicking on the links. If you 
are texted a link from a known source, it’s 
still a good idea not to click the link provided, 
but reach out in a new browser with a trusted 
web address.

Phishing emails
Phishing emails look like they are 

coming from legitimate sources, but they 

computers and other devices to steal identity 
data. Again, do not click these links but go to 
a browser and enter a trusted url.

Seniors are now being called, emailed or 
even visited in person by scammers claiming 
to represent Medicare. Perpetrators of this 
scam offer new services or new chipped 

Medicare numbers should be carefully 
guarded and seniors should keep in mind it’s 
highly unlikely Medicare representatives will 
contact them in this way. Work with a trusted 
Medicare advisor and they can handle any 
updates to your Medicare coverage.

Data breaches
It’s a fact of life that breaches are on the 

increase and just about everyone has been 
affected by one. Many major companies are 
being breached. By the time it’s discovered 
that data was stolen, your personal

information, which usually includes credit 
card numbers, email addresses and home 
addresses, has been circulating for some 
time. While it’s impossible for private citizens 
to prevent this type of data breach, a credit 
monitoring service can alert consumers 
if their information shows up where it 
seemingly doesn’t belong. Many companies 
that experience breaches offer free credit 
monitoring for a period of time, or you can 
sign up for these services on your own.

QR (Quick Response) codes
Thieves are taking advantage of using 

shady QR codes more often these days. It’s 
easy to get someone to quickly scan a code 

that it linked to a false web site designed to 
collect their private information for nefarious 
purposes. 

One senior was dining out recently when 
the waiter asked if she would give him a 
Google review. He produced a business 
card with a QR code on it, then grabbed her 
smartphone and scanned the code himself! 
He didn’t return to the table for about 30 
minutes. Later she recieved an alert that 
someone had tried to log in to her Google 
account during the same time frame the 
waiter was absent, but lucklily Google had 
blocked it. 

Scammers will use false familiarity to keep 
you off guard or make you feel embarassed 
not to trust them. Don’t fall for it. Never allow 
a stranger or someone you don’t know well 
to handle your smartphone and never scan 
a code that you aren t sure comes from 
a trusted source.

Unfortunately scammers are here to stay as 
the downside of modern tech convenience.  It 
will be an ever-present threat into the future 
and consumers must exercise due diligence 
to protect their personal information.   

Protect yourself and your data. Staying one 
step ahead of the bad guys is the only way to 

of technology.
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Independent Living & In-Home Care | Assisted Living Homes & Communities
Alzheimer’s & Memory Care Communities

No-Cost Senior Living Placement

The Guidance You 
Need For The Care 

They Deserve.

assistedlivinglocators.com/Metro-Detroit-East

Learn More

Larry Leto
Owner & Senior Living Advisor 

Contact Me Today
586-208-9938

The Legacy and Estate Planning
You and Your Family Deserve

What Happens
If You’re
Not Around?
Plan for Your Loved Ones
Today with Trinity Estate Planning

We’ll make it easy and affordable
to do the right thing for yourself,

and the people you love.

maura@trinityestateplanning.com | 313.575.3521

Maura
McKeever

Contact me 
today!
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Potted dahlia in the “Four Seasons” garden, 1936
 Clipping from The Detroit News of Edith Stanton Newberry and Earl D. Burke in her     

garden, following a meeting of the Michigan Horticultural Society, c. 1935.
Right: Stereoscopic view of the Newberry formal garden, c. 1920. 

Through its newest 
offering, The Helm at the 
Boll Life Center is giving 
older adults the chance 
to build bonds with peo-
ple who have common 
interests.

“We all know as we 
age, we tend to lose social 
connections,” said Krista 
Siddall, The Helm execu-
tive director. “We don’t 
have kids around any-
more, so we don’t have 
kids’ activities to go to. 
Or we’re empty nesters 
or our family moved 
away or we experience 
the death of a spouse. It 
gets harder to make new 
friends or have that sup-
port network. But a sup-
port network is critical to 
living longer and having 
better health outcomes.”

At the recommenda-
tion of one of its mem-

bers, The Helm has 
formed the Friendship 
Club, which meets 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m. the second 
Thursday of each month, 
beginning April 10. 
Members of The Helm 
and guests are welcome.

“Anyone can come,” 
Siddall said. “We hope 
people come who would 
like to meet someone 
new and make friends 
and fi nd someone to do 
something with — riding 
bikes or going out for 
lunch or forming a walk-
ing club or even going to 
the movies.”

Siddall said she’s heard 
from several The Helm 
members who no longer 
participate in their favor-
ite pastimes because 
their spouse has died.

“If we can help facili-
tate fi nding new friends 
to do things with, it’s a 
benefit for everyone 
involved,” she said. 

“… The surgeon gen-
eral has stated that social 
isolation is an epidemic,” 
Siddall added. “We see it 
predominantly in the 
elderly population, just 
because we lose so many 
social outlets as we age. 
If we increase those 
social outlets and help 
support them by offering 
programs they can take 
advantage of, we’ll help 
individuals and the com-
munity as a whole 
become healthier.”

The benefi ts are many, 
she noted.

“Yes, it’s super fun and 
social, but from my side, 
from the data side, from 
the healthy outcome side, 
we see reduced loneli-
ness, reduced depression 
and anxiety, improved 
mental health,” Siddall 
said.

On the physical side, 
she added, being engaged 
socially helps manage 

chronic conditions, leads 
to better checkups and 
encourages healthy hab-
its.

“As older adults engage 
with each other, they feel 
needed,” Siddall said. 
“They feel a sense of 
belonging and have pur-
pose. There’s less stress, 
too, and better immune 
function and resilience.”

Siddall said she hopes 
participants take owner-

ship of the group; The 
Helm will provide guid-
ance as needed, but won’t 
overstep or impede on 
the club.

“It’s up to them what it 
will look like,” she said. 
“We’re just getting them 
together to get to know 
one another and try to 
help facilitate pairing 
people that have com-
mon interests. … It’s a 
new option for people 
who like to meet new 
people and don’t have 
partners to do things 
with.”

Those who check out 
the group and find fun 
things to do together also 
are invited to partake in 

the many classes and 
programs offered at The 
Helm.

“I’m thankful we have 
a group to do this,” 
Siddall said. “It’s fun 
when we see new 
research coming out and 
can do creative and inno-
vative programs that are 
supported by the com-
munity. We create new 
programs based on what 
the community wants 
and we’ve heard from 
people this is what they 
want. We thought sum-
mer would be a good 
time to get it going.”

For more information, 
visit helmlife.org or call 
(313) 882-9600.

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Find new friends at The Helm
New club combats isolation, loneliness

The Helm at the Boll 
Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, is 
brimming with life as 
spring begins to bloom.

Among them is a new 
exercise class and the 
return of a longstanding 
favorite. 

The new addition to 
The Helm roster of ongo-
ing exercise classes is 
Stretch & Relax, which 
uses low-impact move-
ments to increase fl exi-
bility, core strength and 
balance. There will be a 
focus on breathing 
through stretches to pro-

mote relaxation, mindful-
ness and improved 
mental health. 

The class meets 11:45 
a.m. to 12:45 p.m. 
Thursdays, beginning 
April 3. Cost is $7 per 
class for members and 
$10 for guests.

Back this quarter is A 
Matter of Balance, an 
award-winning program 
that emphasizes practical 
strategies to reduce the 
fear of falling and 
increase activity levels. 
Falls are not inevitable 
with aging. Increasing 
strength and balance and 

understanding how falls 
happen and what can be 
done to control them, 
helps minimize and avoid 
them. 

This class takes place 
1:15 to 3:15 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
through April 24. It is 
free to members and 
guests.

Health for Her
The series Health for 

Her at The Helm contin-
ues with its next presen-
tation 6 to 7:30 p.m. 

The Helm hosts April offerings

See HELM, page 5B
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Charles Schwab Pricing Guide for Individual Investors or the Charles Schwab Bank 
Pricing Guide

 

Your satisfaction 
isn’t just a priority, 
it’s our policy.
Whether you’ve got serious life choices ahead or 
you’re just looking to invest some cash, Schwab 
is here with steady guidance to help you make 

services, we offer a 100% satisfaction guarantee. 1

Call or visit us today.

Kyle Hecht, MSF

Grosse Pointe Branch
20879 Mack Ave
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236
313-743-0433
schwab.com/GrossePointe

040325

Sunrise of Grosse Pointe Woods
21260 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236
SunriseGrossePointeWoods.com
313-343-0600

Quality Senior 
Care in Grosse 
Pointe Woods

• Expert, 24-hour care

• Designated Care Mangers

• Individualized service plans

• Memory care for those 
living with Alzheimer’s and 
dementia

• Three fresh, seasonal meals 
per day

• A daily, robust activities 
schedule

Our residents benefit from:

Our two communities in 
Grosse Pointe Woods, Sunrise 
on Vernier and Sunrise of 
Grosse Pointe Woods, provide 
personalized assisted living, 
memory care, and short-term 
stays.

Learn more about Sunrise in Grosse
Pointe Woods by reaching out to 
our communities.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Vernier

Sunrise on Vernier
1850 Vernier Road
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236
SunriseVernier.com 
313-642-2000

• Expert, 24-hour care

• Designated Care Mangers

• Individualized service plans

• Memory care for those 
living with Alzheimer’s and 
dementia

• Three fresh, seasonal meals 
per day

• A daily, robust activities 
schedule

Our residents benefit from:

Learn more about Sunrise in Grosse 
Pointe Woods by reaching out to 
our communities.

04440325

Quality Senior 
Care in Grosse 
Pointe Woods

Our two communities in 
Grosse Pointe Woods, Sunrise 
on Vernier and Sunrise of 
Grosse Pointe Woods, provide 
personalized assisted living, 
memory care, and short-term 
stays.

• Expert, 24-hour care

• Designated Care Mangers

• Individualized service plans

• Memory care for those 
living with Alzheimer’s and 
dementia

• Three fresh, seasonal meals 
per day

• A daily, robust activities 
schedule

Our residents benefit from:

S
tockwell Hall 
is a women’s 
dormitory on 
t h e 
University of 
M i c h i g a n 

campus. I lived there when 
I was a freshman in 1958-
59. We had rules. A friend 
recently gave me a book-
let published in 1950 that 
spells out regulations for 
the residents of Martha 
Cook, another U of M 
women’s dorm. The 
rules, as I remember, ap-
plied to all women on 
campus. Stockwell in-
cluded.

In 1958, the University 
of Michigan took “in loco 

parentis” seriously. The 
university viewed itself 
as a stand-in for the par-
ents of its women stu-
dents.

The rules were not for 
men. Only for women. 
Most women expected 
and accepted this. 
Today’s young women 
would fi nd the rules not 
only amusing, but down-
right hilarious.

Women students had 
to be in their dorms by 
10:30 on weeknights, 
12:30 on Fridays and 
Saturdays and 11 p.m. on 
Sundays. All doors 
except the front entrance 
were locked at 7:30 p.m. 

so the “night chaperone” 
— presumably a stern, 
elderly, matronly type on 
the university’s payroll 
— could make a note of 
who the latecomers 
were. Lateness was pun-
ished by imposing an 
earlier curfew the follow-
ing weekend nights.

And get this: The night 
chaperone flashed the 
porch light fi ve minutes 
before closing time and 
again at two minutes 
before closing. Then she 
waved everybody in and 
locked the door. So — 
especially on weekends 
— clutches of dating cou-
ples could be found lip-

locked, arms wrapped 
around each other, mak-
ing the most of their last 
few minutes together 
before the moment the 
porch light was turned 
off for good.

This scene occurred in 
spite of a warning in the 
1950s booklet in ALL 
CAPS not to display 
undue affection outside 
the front door. The same 
booklet also said,  “The 
card room on the first 
fl oor is not be used as a 
‘petting’ place.”

I also remember a rule 
specific to Stockwell 
because the dorm had a 
huge beautifully fur-
nished lounge area. 
Women who were “enter-
taining men in the 
lounge” were to make 
sure three of their four 

feet were fi rmly planted 
on the fl oor at all times.

Each hall in Stockwell 
had one telephone booth. 
If someone called you, 
the switchboard operator 
in the lobby buzzed your 
room and you had to go 
down the hall to the 
phone booth to answer. 
Conversations were sup-
posed to be limited to 
five minutes and long-
distance calls took prece-
dence over all other calls.

No alcohol was allowed 
in the building, but 
smoking was permitted. 
N e a r l y  e v e r y b o d y 
smoked! Ashtrays were 
scattered throughout the 
lounge.

Women wore dresses 
or skirts to class. I don’t 
remember if this was a 
rule, but it might as well 
have been. We never 
considered wearing 
pants or shorts or jeans 
to class. Jeans were 
allowed after classes, but 
no shorts or jeans were 
to be worn on Sundays.

Male guests were uni-
formly suspect. The uni-
versity just assumed they 

were up to no good. They 
were not allowed in pub-
lic areas before 1 p.m. on 
weekdays or before 8 
a.m. on weekends.

If your father or your 
brother had to go beyond 
the public areas for what-
ever reason —perhaps to 
carry heavy stuff to or 
from your room — you 
had to yell: “Man on the 
fl oor,” then wait a minute 
or two before he was 
allowed to venture into 
sacred female territory. 
This was presumably to 
warn those who were 
scantily clad to dash into 
their rooms and shut 
their doors.

In loco parentis petered 
out in the ’60s and ’70s, 
when female students 
were finally considered 
adults capable of making 
choices and decisions for 
themselves — just like 
male students.

Question: Were men in 
their all-male dorms 
required to yell “Woman 
on the fl oor!” if a woman 
showed up in their hall-
way?

Ha. I don’t think so.

By Margie Reins SmithBy Margie Reins Smith

Sec     nd Time Around

‘Man on the floor!’

Tuesday, April 8, when 
bone health and osteopo-
rosis will be discussed.

According to the Bone 
Health & Osteoporosis 
Foundation,

◆ of the estimated 10 
million Americans with 
osteoporosis, around 8 
million or 80 percent are 
women;

◆ approximately one in 
two women older than 
age 50 will break a bone 
because of osteoporosis; 
and 

◆ a woman’s risk of 
breaking a hip is equal to 
her combined risk of 
breast, uterine and ovar-
ian cancer.

During this Health for 
Her at The Helm, medi-
cal professionals will dis-
cuss women’s bone 
health and ways to 
strengthen bones and 
promote optimal bone 
health through diet, exer-
cise and pharmacologic 
treatments. The presen-
tation includes a ques-
tion-and-answer session 
between participants and 
presenters. 

Held in partnership 
with The Family Center, 
the event is open to the 
community free of 
charge. Wine and light 
snacks will be served. 
Henry Ford Health is the 
sponsor of this presenta-
tion.

The Health for Her at 
The Helm series covers 
health topics of special 
interest to women. 
Previous presentations 
covered sleep, heart 
health and menopause. 
Keep an eye out for 
future presentations.

Evening offerings
The Helm continues to 

expand evening pro-
gramming with presenta-
tions, workshops and 
semester classes. April 
welcomes a one-time 
interactive presentation 
and a language class.

If learning CPR is on 
the bucket list or a 
refresher is needed, 
come to The Helm 6 to 
7:45 p.m. Tuesday, April 
8, for this American Red 
Cross class. 

While calling 9-1-1 is 
first on the list in the 
event of an emergency, it 
still takes rescuers time 

to arrive. For every min-
ute without intervention, 
the chance of survival 
drops for a person expe-
riencing sudden cardiac 
arrest. CPR can signifi -
cantly improve some-
one’s chance of surviving 
when bystanders take 
prompt action. 

In this free workshop, 
attendees will learn the 
critical steps that must be 
taken quickly in the event 
of a sudden cardiac 
arrest.

The opportunity to 
learn a foreign language 
presents itself with 
Spanish for Beginners, 
which takes place 6 to 
7:30 p.m. Tuesdays, April 
8 to May 13. The class is 
designed for individuals 
with no prior Spanish 
language experience and 
begins with the basics of 
learning the alphabet, 
proper pronunciation, 
numbers, greetings and 
responses. Cost for the 
series of classes is $35 for 
members and $40 for 
guests.

Registration is required 
for all of these classes 
and programs. 

Register at helmlife.org 
or call (313) 882-9600.

HELM:
Continued from page 4B

Spring Serenade is April 4
A rite of passage at The Helm is the annual Spring Serenade, featuring per-
formers from Detroit Opera. This photo was taken at last year’s performance 
when guests were treated to an hour of familiar tunes from vocalists and the pi-
ano accompanist. In addition to the mesmerizing performance, guests enjoy 
coffee, tea and desserts. This year’s Spring Serenade takes place 1 to 2 p.m. 
Friday, April 4. Cost is $15 for members, $20 for guests.

PHOTO COURTESY OF 
THE HELM
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OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Peter J. Kernan III

Peter J. Kernan III, 72, of 
South Bend, Ind., passed 
away Saturday, March 22, 
2025.

Peter was born Dec. 9, 
1952, in Detroit, to Peter J. 
Kernan Jr. and Ann (nee 
Schaefer) Kernan. He 
graduated from Grosse 
Pointe University School 
(now University Liggett 
School) and was a National 
Merit Scholar. He gradu-
ated from the University of 
Notre Dame, as did his 
father and grandfather. 

Peter loved rock and roll 
and loved to travel. He 
began his music career by 
promoting concerts while 
still in high school for acts 
including Bob Seger, MC5, 
Ted Nugent, Amboy 
Dukes and Mitch Ryder. 
He continued promoting 
concerts at Notre Dame. 
For many years he pub-
lished an entertainment 
newspaper, The River City 
Review, and owned a 
chain of record stores 
called River City Records. 

He started a concert 
company, Pacific Coast 
Concerts, while living in 
Malibu, Calif. He traveled 
the world and worked with 
many musicians, includ-
ing Willie Nelson, Styx, 
The Rolling Stones, 
Chicago, Steely Dan, 
Ringo Starr, Aerosmith 
and more.

Left to cherish his mem-
ories are his siblings, Mary 
K. Mankowski (Vic) of 
Okemos, Christopher 
Kernan (Pam) of Sarasota, 
Fla., Gilbert Kernan (Kim) 
of Rowayton, Conn., and 
Genevieve Lyon (Frank) of 
Traverse City; cherished 
nieces and nephews, Peter 
Kernan (Caroline), 
Miche l l e  Newman 
(Brandon), Gregory 
Mankowski (Regan), 
Avery Kernan, James 
Lyon (Connor), Katherine 
Lyon (Nathan) and Kevin 
Lyon; great-nieces and 
great-nephews, Hazel and 
Tom Kernan and Carter, 
Mack and Kennedy 
Newman; and his aunts, 
uncles and cousins.

Services occurred at 
Kaniewski Funeral Home 
in South Bend, Ind. He 
was entombed at St. 
Joseph Cemetery. 

Memorial donations 
may be made to the 
University of Notre Dame 
F a m i l y  M e m o r i a l 
Scholarship, 1100 Grace 
Hall, Notre Dame, IN 
46556, bit.ly/4c4bpZo. 

Pete lived a great life 
and will be missed by all 
who knew him. His family 

thanks “Uncle Bear” for all 
the postcards he sent dur-
ing his travels.

Dorothy Marietta 
Charlotte Cusmano

Dorothy Marietta 
Charlotte (nee DeProfi o) 
Cusmano, 84, passed away 
Saturday, March 29, 2025, 
in Rochester Hills, after a 
courageous battle with 
cancer. She was a beloved 
wife, mother, grand-
mother, sister and educa-
tor.

Born Sept. 6, 1940, in 
Windsor, Ontario, Canada, 
she was raised in Detroit 
by her loving parents, 
Dorothy and Walter 
DeProfio, who prede-
ceased her. After graduat-
ing from St. David High 
School in Detroit, she 
earned a degree in educa-
tion from Wayne State 
University. Dorothy had a 
natural comfort and hap-
piness while surrounded 
by kids. She dedicated her 
early career to teaching in 
the Detroit Public Schools 
system. Later, she paused 
her teaching career to 
raise her family before 
returning to the class-
room. She spent more 
than 20 years as a devoted 
and highly respected 
teacher at Law Elementary 
School in Detroit, leaving 
a lasting impact on count-
less students and col-
leagues.

Dorothy is survived by 
her husband of 60 years, 
Samue l  Cusmano . 
Together they built a beau-
tiful family and created a 
home fi lled with liveliness 
and laughter. Her chil-
dren, Sam Cusmano, 
Jason Cusmano (Pam), 
Charlotte Zanolli, Geneva 
Yeager (Charles) and 
David Cusmano, were her 
absolute greatest joy. She 
cherished her role as a 
grandmother to fi ve grand-
children, Matthew, Sam, 
Michael, Alexa and Dylan. 
Dorothy also is survived 
by her much loved and 
supportive sisters, Yolanda 
Turner (Charles) and Edie 
DeProfi o.

Dorothy was a longtime 
resident of Grosse Pointe 
Park and lived there from 
1978 to 2021. She 
embraced life’s simple 
pleasures, from gardening 
and crossword puzzles to 
walking, playing the piano, 
reading and watching 
movies. A talented cook, 
she loved preparing meals 
for family and friends and 
creating cherished memo-
ries around the dinner 

table. Her incredible 
strength and determina-
tion were constants in her 
life. She never gave up on 
anything or anyone.

Dorothy’s life was 
defi ned by love, dedication 
and resilience. She will be 
deeply missed by all who 
knew her. The love she 
shared and the example 
she set will remain forever 
in the hearts of her family, 
friends and former stu-
dents.

A gathering to celebrate 
Dorothy’s life will take 
place this summer. In lieu 
of fl owers, memorial dona-
tions may be made in her 
honor to the Multiple 
Myeloma Research 
Foundation, P.O. Box 
414238, Boston, MA 
0 2 2 4 1 ,  t h e m m r f .
org/?campaign=470475.

Douglas Paul 
Schmitz

Douglas Paul Schmitz, 
84 ,  passed  away 
Wednesday, March 26, 
2025.

Doug was born in Flint 
and grew up on an 80-acre 
farm in Davison. As he 
grew up, he loved working 
on the farm in the summer 
and helping his father, 
Peter J. Schmitz, and 
mother, Elsie (nee Venne) 
Schmitz.

Doug attended Holy 
Redeemer Catholic School 
in Detroit, where he 
played football, basketball 
and had a special love for 
baseball. After high 
school, Doug worked as 
often as he could on the 
assembly line at General 
Motors to put himself 
through college at Eastern 
Michigan University. He 
earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in accounting.

Doug met his wife, Judy 
Curtis, at Eastern. They 
got married after gradua-
tion and Doug took a job 
a t  C h e v r o l e t 
Manufacturing in the 
accounting department. 
He also began teaching 
evening business classes 
at General Motors 
Institute (now Kettering 
University) part-time. 
Doug loved to teach. 

Doug and Judy had two 
children, Tim and Kelly. 
While the kids were 
young, Doug was trans-
ferred by Chevrolet to the 
Warren Tech Center in the 
finance department, 
where he held various 
positions.

Doug and Judy amica-
bly divorced and contin-
ued to raise their children. 

Doug loved to watch their 
high school sports games, 
and he and Tim played 
golf together. 

Doug married Susan 
Keller in 1987. Their son, 
Brian, was born in 1989. 
Doug came to know Jesus, 
and he and Brian pro-
fessed their faith with a 
baptism in 1997. Doug 
and his family’s lives were 
forever changed. They 
worshiped and served in 
their new church, 
Crosspointe Christian 
Church (formerly Grosse 
Pointe Baptist Church).

Doug loved watching 
his grandsons, Brett and 
Derek, play soccer, and 
they all played golf 
together when their sched-
ules permitted. Doug and 
Sue had fun babysitting 
Kelly’s daughters, Ally 
and Gianna. Grandpa 
enjoyed playing paper 
dolls with his adorable 
granddaughters. They set 
up BRIO trains often. 
Doug was a serious Lionel 
train man with an impres-
sive layout in a large room 
in his basement.

Before Doug completed 
36 years with GM, he 
enjoyed the assignment of 
controller of the large 
Pontiac Metal Fabrications 
facility. He accepted an 
early retirement buyout in 
1999. He began his new 
journey in retirement. He 
played golf with Sue and 
all of his boys. He also 
enjoyed his train layout, 
building many bridges 
and buildings himself.

Doug gave much of his 
time to his church. He 
served on the search 
committee for a new pas-
tor from 2002 to 2003. He 
was the deacon of prop-
erty for almost six years 
and worked tirelessly on 
big projects, such as 
building renovations, 
establishing electronic 
signs and the first fire 
alarm system and more. 
Doug loved reading his 
Bible and learning about 
his almighty God. Outside 
of church, he facilitated 
Bible studies in his home 
and attended Bible Study 
Fellowship men’s eve-
ning class with his sons, 
Brian and Tim, and 
grandsons, Brett and 
Derek, for several years.

Doug loved being a 
grandpa. The last six years 
of his life brought added 
joy to his heart with the 
blessing of his two young-
est grandchildren, Lydia 
and Nathan. The little 
ones attend daytime Bible 
Study Fellowship with 
Grandma Sue. It was 
Doug’s heart’s desire for 
all of his family and loved 
ones to know and love 
Jesus.

Doug is survived by his 
wife, Sue; son, Tim (Amal) 
and their sons, Brett 
(Katie) and Derek (Miya); 
daughter, Kelly Vesprini 
(Dino) and their daugh-
ters, Ally and Gianna; and 
son, Brian (Lisa) and their 
children, Lydia, 5, and 
Nathan, 2.

A funeral service will be 
held at 10:30 a.m. Monday, 
April 7, at Crosspointe 
Christian Church, 21336 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods, with visitation to 
begin at 9:30 a.m. A lun-
cheon will follow with 
burial at Resurrection 
Cemetery. 

Arrangements were 
entrusted to Chas. 
Verheyden, Inc. 

Amy Hartmann 
Taylor

Amy Hartmann Taylor, 
64, a longtime resident of 
Grosse Pointe, passed 
away Thursday, March 
27, 2025. Her life was 
marked by compassion, 
humility, public service 
and advocacy for others.

After graduating from 
Grosse Pointe South High 
School in 1978, Amy 
attended the University of 
Michigan and was a mem-
ber of Kappa Kappa 
G a m m a  s o r o r i t y . 
Following graduation 
from U of M in 1982, she 
moved to Washington, 
D.C., to work for the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

Amy returned to Detroit 
and attended Wayne State 
University Law School, 
where she was a member 
of the Wayne Law Review. 
Upon graduating in 1986, 
Amy spent nine years as 
an assistant United States 
attorney for the Eastern 
District of Michigan. 
During that time, she 
received the Director’s 
Award for Superior 
Performance. As co-
founder of the nonprofi t 
organization Michigan 
Children’s Law Center, 
Amy advocated relent-
lessly for the safety and 
well-being of children in 
Oakland and Wayne 
counties. In 2008, Amy 
left the public sector and 
began work in estate plan-
ning and trust administra-
tion, which culminated in 
her co-founding the estate 
and trust planning firm 
Hartmann & Nihem, 
PLLC, in 2018.

Amy’s dedication to the 
community was exten-
sive, including serving on 
the Legal/Financial 
N e t w o r k  o f  t h e 
Community Foundation 
for Southeast Michigan, 
being a member and vice-
chairman of the City of 
Grosse Pointe Downtown 
Development Authority 
and serving as a board 
member of The Family 
Center.

Amy is survived by her 
loving husband, Chick 
Taylor; son, Charlie; 
mother-in-law, Sue; and 
s is ter - in- law,  Sara 
(Cheryl). Amy was prede-
ceased by her mother, 
Elaine Hartmann; father, 
Joseph Hartmann; and 
stepsisters, Lesa and 
Nina.

Amy was a devoted 
wife, mother and daugh-
ter-in-law. She loved what 
she did and went above 
and beyond to help any-
one she knew in need. 
Amy, along with her 
heartwarming smile, will 
be profoundly missed by 
her family, friends and cli-
ents.

A gathering will take 
place at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
April 12, until an 11 a.m. 
service at Grosse Pointe 
Memorial Church, 16 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 

Farms. 
In lieu of flowers, the 

family requests memorial 
donations be made to the 
American Glaucoma 
Society, 655 Beach, San 
Francisco, CA 94109, or 
s e c u r e . a m e r i c a n
glaucomasociety.net/ags/
Donations. 

Arrangements were 
entrusted to Chas. 
Verheyden, Inc.

Robert Neil Brown
Robert Neil Brown, 80, 

passed away Tuesday, 
March 25, 2025, at his 
home in Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

Robert was born May 
23, 1944, in St. Joseph, 
Mich. He formerly 
resided in Washington, 
D.C., and Syracuse, N.Y., 
where he practiced law. 
He earned a Bachelor of 
Arts degree from the 
University of Michigan in 
1966, and attended 
University of Michigan 
Law School, earning a 
Juris Doctor degree in 
1969. He also attended 
George Washington 
University Law School 
and earned a Master of 
Laws degree in 1971.

Robert was a law pro-
fessor at University of 
Detroit Mercy, teaching 
const i tut ional  law, 
administrative law and 
elder law. He was an 
active member of Christ 
Church Detroit, serving 
on its capital campaign, 
finance and outreach 
committees. He was a 
Lay Eucharistic Minister 
and served on the vestry. 
Bob was a trustee of the 
Episcopal Diocese of 
Detroit, board member of 
the Salvation Army of 
Detroit and a member of 
the Country Club of 
Detroit.

Robert enjoyed travel-
ing, golfi ng, hiking, sail-
ing, contemporary art, 
reading and supporting 
Belle Isle. He supported 
the Detroit Symphony 
Orchestra and Detroit 
Institute of Arts. Bob had 
a wonderful sense of 
humor, could pratfall at 
will and was always kind. 

Robert was prede-
ceased by his parents; 
daughter, Alexa Jane 
Brown; and sister, 
Elizabeth Work. He is 
survived by his wife, 
Claire Pilliod Brown; and 
fi ve nieces and nephews. 

A funeral service will 
be held at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, April 12, at 
Christ Church Detroit, 
960 E. Jefferson, Detroit, 
with a private reception 
to follow. He will be 
interred at Christ Church 
Detroit.

Arrangements were 
entrusted to Chas. 
Verheyden, Inc. Share a 
memory at verheyden.
org.

Douglas Paul SchmitzDorothy M. CusmanoPeter J. Kernan III

See OBITS, page 7B

Robert Neil BrownAmy Hartmann Taylor

20705 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

(313) 884-5500

A neighborhood funeral home with longstanding roots in the 
community, A.H. Peters Funeral Home has served the community 

for over a century. It has been our honor to guide families through 
one of the most diffi cult moments in life. Our experienced and 

compassionate team will walk you through
the process and handle every detail.

Ser ving The Com munity Since 1917

Tim Harris
GENERAL MANAGER

 John Campbell
MANAGER

04
03
25
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Diane “Dee Dee” 
Hazen Lovelace
Diane “Dee Dee” Hazen 

Lovelace, 78, passed 
away peacefully Friday, 
March 21, 2025, at the 
Hidden Harbors Assisted 
Living and Memory Care 
Center in St. Clair Shores, 
where she spent the last 
several months of her life. 
She was the beloved wife 
of Donald Schmaltz for 
33 joyful years.

Diane was born Sept. 5, 
1946, in Detroit, to Robert 
A. Sr. and Dorothy (nee 
Shaw) Hackathorn, both 
now deceased. A long-
time resident of Grosse 
Pointe Shores, she 
attended local schools 
and graduated from 
Grosse Pointe High 
School with the Class of 
1964. She later studied at 
Stephens College in 
Columbia, Mo.

In addition to leading a 
loving and successful 
household, Diane spent a 
number of years working 
in the Grosse Pointe 
Public School System in 
various aide positions, 
where she was able to 
apply her joy of engaging 
with young people in the 
schools where she 
worked.

As a talented artist and 
lover of dachshunds, 
Diane cherished her time 
outdoors, especially dur-
ing the warm summer 
months. She often found 
joy visiting the commu-
nity parks of Grosse 
Pointe or basking in the 
sun along the Great 
Lakes. To extend those 
delightful summer days, 
she and Don spent sev-
eral months each year at 
their winter home in 
Beaufort, S.C. For Diane, 
sunny skies, a warm 
breeze and the shimmer-
ing waters of a lake or 
ocean (and maybe a mar-
garita) were the perfect 
ingredients for a wonder-
ful day. 

Diane had a wonderful 
sense of humor and loved 
to share that humor with 
her family and friends, 
who were a vital part of 
her life. Diane enjoyed 
hosting gatherings with 
loved ones and sharing 
laughter and cherished 
stories. She enjoyed the 
scenic views of Lake St. 
Clair from her deck, often 
accompanied by her 
favorite neighbors or din-
ing out with friends at her 
favorite local restaurants. 
Her joyful humor always 
was present and made 
those around her smile, 
even in her last days as 
her health failed, but her 
smile and sense of humor 
persisted.

In addition to her lov-
ing husband, she is sur-
vived by her children, 
Frederick “JR” Lovelace 
(Shannon Duffany) of 
Cheshire, Conn., and 
Cameron Love lace 
(Marlis) of Southington, 
Conn.; stepsons, Jon 
Schmaltz (Sara) of 
Marysville and Donald 
Schmaltz (Laura Davis) 
of Chicago; 10 grandchil-
dren, Jack, William, 
Vivienne, Rachel and 
Rebekah Shean and 
Abigail, Alexandria, 
Samantha, Jason and 
Julianna Schmaltz; and 
nieces, Anne Hackathorn, 
Courtney Smith and 
Kelly Newsome. She was 
predeceased by her 
brother, Robert Jr.; and 
sister-in-law, Letecha.

Memorial visitation for 
Diane will be held from 1 
to 4 p.m. Saturday, April 
5, at Kaul Funeral Home, 
28433 Jefferson, St. Clair 
Shores, with a memorial 
service at 4 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 

be made to Donald 
Schmaltz at Huntington 
Bank, 26501 Little Mack, 
St. Clair Shores, MI 
48081, to help with end-
of-life expenses.

Anthony Jenckes 
Morse

A n t h o n y  “ T o n y ” 
Jenckes Morse, 88, 
passed away Friday, 
March 14, 2025. He was a 
beloved husband, father, 
grandfather, great-grand-
father, stepfather, step-
grandfather and friend 
and leaves behind count-
less people who will cher-
ish his memory. 

Tony was born Dec. 30, 
1936, in Detroit, to 
Josephine Jenckes Morse 
and Clayton William 
Morse Jr. He was a 1954 
graduate of Grosse Pointe 
High School, where he 
played varsity tennis, 
learned to love classical 
music and opera and 
proudly played a small 
part in an opera with 
Maria Callas.  

He received a bache-
lor’s degree in literature, 

science and the arts from 
the  Univers i ty  of 
Michigan in 1959, and 
was a member of Psi 
Upsilon fraternity. Tony 
was a Michigan man and 
always made sure to have 
a Michigan baseball cap 
nearby.

With scholarly inclina-
tions and an adventurer’s 
heart, Tony set out to 
travel in his college and 
post-college years, resid-
ing for a time in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., and Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, where he took 
up skiing at nearby 
resorts. Making his way 
back home, he settled in 
Grosse Pointe to enter 
the family retail business, 
Sign of the Mermaid. In 
1964, Tony married 
S u s a n  G r a y 
Garl inghouse,  with 
whom he had two chil-
dren, Tony Jr. and 
Carolyn.

At age 40, he moved to 
northern Michigan and 
spent 27 years at his 
“Walden,” which included 
360 acres in the woods 
where, from the trees on 
the property, he built a 
cabin overlooking the 

Pigeon River that he 
named Fern Hill. Here he 
developed a love for 
walking, with daily saun-
ters through the Gaylord 
woods. He was active in 
the Gaylord Area Council 
for the Arts. With his 
longtime partner, Marie 
Brabb, he helped publish 
its newsletter, “Art 
Source,” and contributed 
many of his own writings. 
He also was responsible 
for bringing well-known 
musical and theatrical 
groups to the Gaylord 
area. Many late nights 
were fi lled with poetry, 
music and guessing 
games with kindred 
friends to name the poet 
or the song. During this 
period, he wrote his fi rst 
book, “Walking, the Art 
of Sauntering.”

Tony returned once 
more to Grosse Pointe in 
the early 2000s, where he 
met and fell in love with 
Pamela Sattley Morris. 
They were married in 
2007, and spent many 
happy years together. 
They enjoyed traveling, 
visiting family, art lec-
tures and many social 
and charitable events. He 
was a frequent visitor to 
the Detroit Institute of 
Arts and Detroit Public 
Library. During this time, 
Tony wrote his second 
book, “The Declaration of 
America and Other 
Writings,” a compilation 
of his many writings over 
the years. As stated on 
the book jacket, Tony 
was an intensely literary 
and probing writer who 
wrote with the same pas-

sion he brought to each 
day.

Throughout his life, 
Tony was an avid reader, 
writer and enthusiastic 
walker. He enjoyed dis-
cussing literature, history 
and philosophy with any-
one who was willing. 
Toward this end, he 
e n j o y e d  r e g u l a r 
Starbucks meetups with 
new, old and soon-to-be 
friends, which among his 
most treasured daily 
exchanges included read-
ing to his friend, a retired, 
blind professor from the 
University of Chicago. 
Later in life, Tony took up 
bridge and thoroughly 
enjoyed weekly games 
with close friends. He 
was quick to warm to 
new friends while main-
taining lasting friend-
ships from childhood, 
college, travels and 
beyond. He enjoyed 
spending time with them 
at different organiza-
tions, including the 
Detroit Racquet Club, 
Country Club of Detroit, 
Woodworkers  and 
American Legion.

A quote from Tony’s 
“The Declaration of 
America and Other 
Writings” encapsulates 
his lasting message: 
“Now darkness was clos-
ing in. But I had been 
tracking in this direction 
long enough. Trails are 
tender. Care should be 
taken to preserve the 
mystery. Our paths will 
cross again ...”

Tony was predeceased 
by his parents; and 
daughter ,  Caro lyn 

Miriani (Dennis). He is 
survived by his wife, 
Pamela Morse; sister, 
Suzanne Cassel; son, 
Anthony Morse Jr.; step-
sons, Chad Morris (Liz) 
and Stuart Morris 
(Shirley); stepdaughters, 
Leigh Merinoff (Charlie), 
Lindsay Morris (Stephen) 
and Carrington Morris; 
and extended family 
m e m b e r s ,  D e n n i s 
Miriani, Joe Posch and 
Cappy Morse.

He was adored by his 
f ive grandchildren, 
M a d e l i n e  W r u b e l 
(Justin), Lilly Miriani, 
Phoebe Miriani, Charlie 
Morse and Ian Morse; 
and eight step-grandchil-
dren. His four great-
grandchildren, Charlie 
Miriani and Jack, Lucy 
and George Wrubel, were 
a delight to him in his 
fi nal years. 

The family acknowl-
edges with gratitude the 
special care given to Tony 
by his caregivers, Brian 
Mendoza and Sol Sunga, 
as well as Leslie Mackey, 
who is a close family 
friend. The family is 
grateful for the daily vis-
its of Martha Henkel and 
devoted friends who 
came to call.  

A memorial service will 
be held at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, May 31, at 
Christ Church Grosse 
Pointe, 61 Grosse Pointe 
Blvd., Grosse Pointe 
Farms. Memorial dona-
tions may be made to the 
Belle Isle Conservancy, 
300 River Place Dr., Ste. 
2800, Detroit, MI 48207, 
bit.ly/3Ctm9Dd.

OBITS:
Continued from page 6B

Diane Hazen Lovelace Anthony Jenckes Morse

Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. To register for the 
following, visit grosse
pointeartcenter.org.

◆ Graphite Pencil 
Basics with Saveria 
Giovinazzo, 10 a.m. to 
noon Fridays, April 4, 11 
and 25, and May 2.

◆ Landscapes in the 
Style of Claude Monet 
with Donald Cronkhite, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 23, 
and Thursdays, April 24 
and May 1.

◆ Introduction to Kirie, 
the Japanese art of Paper 
Cutting, with Nobuko 
Yamasaki, 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Saturday, April 26.

Ford House
The Edsel & Eleanor 

Ford House,  1100 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:

◆ Storytime: “The Busy 
Tree,”  10:30 a .m. 
Tuesdays in April.

◆  C o m m u n i t y 
Appreciation Day, 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Saturday, April 
5.

◆ Rose Care 101, 1 p.m. 
Tuesday,  Apri l  8 . 
Admission is $10 for 
members, $12 for the pub-
lic.

◆ Drop-In Studio: Earth 
Day, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, April 12. 

◆ Native Plant Pre-Sale, 
order online April 15 to 
May 14.

◆ Easter Brunch, seat-
ings at 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Sunday, April 20. Ticket 
prices vary.

◆  C o f f e e  w i t h 
Collections, exclusive to 
Friends of Ford House 
members, 10:30 a.m. 
Thursday, April 24. Cost 
is $25.

For tickets and informa-
tion, visit fordhouse.org.

The War Memorial
The War Memorial, 32 

Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, offers programs 
and activities for the com-
munity. For information 
on the following, visit 
warmemorial.org

◆ YA Salsa Dance 
Party, 5:30 to 11 p.m. 
Saturday, April 5. Tickets 
are $20 in advance, $25 at 
the door.

◆ Silent Book Club, 6 to 
8 p.m. Tuesday, April 8.

◆ Evening with Karl 
Marlantes: Echoes of the 
Vietnam War, 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 9. 
Tickets prices vary.

◆ Earth Day Explorers, 
9 to 11 a.m. Saturday, 
April 12. Cost is $10 per 
child.

◆ Bunny Brunch, 10:30 
a.m. Sunday, April 13. 
Ticket prices vary.

Rotary
The Rotary Club of 

Grosse Pointe hosts its 
next meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 9, at 
Village Grille, 16930 
Kercheval, City of Grosse 
Pointe. Diallo Smith and 
Chris Lambert of Life 
Remodeled speak. Email 
grossepointerotary@
gmail.com. 

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:

◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 9, 
Grosse Pointe Memorial 
Church, 16 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆ 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Sunday, April 13, St. 
Joan of Arc Catholic 
Church, 21620 Greater 

Mack, St. Clair Shores.
◆  1  to  7  p .m. 

Wednesday, April 16, 
Jefferson Masonic Lodge 
No. 553, 22000 E. 11 
Mile, St. Clair Shores.

◆ 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Friday, April 18, The 
Neighborhood Club, 
17150 Waterloo, City of 
Grosse Pointe.

◆ 7:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. 
Friday, April 18, Henry 
Ford St. John Hospital, 
22101 Moross, Detroit.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

Veterans
The Grosse Pointe War 

Memorial Veterans Club 
meets 2 to 4 p.m. 
Thursday, April 10, at 
The War Memorial, 32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. Sandy Bower, 
director and founder of 
Veterans Returning 
Home, speaks. Social 
hour takes place after the 
meeting, until 5:30 p.m. 
Admission is free and 
guests are welcome. For 
more information, call 
John Bates at (313) 881-
4125.

The Grosse Pointe War 
Memorial Veterans Club 
hosts its annual dinner 6 

p.m. Thursday, May 8, at 
Waves Restaurant, 24223 
Jefferson, St. Clair 
Shores. Social time fol-
lows dinner, until 9 p.m.

Harper Woods 
Library

The Friends of the 
Harper Woods Library, 
19601 Harper, Harper 
Woods, host a book sale 
1 to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
April 26. Visitors may fi ll 
a tote bag for $5.

Life Line Screening
Life Line Screening 

offers a screening event 
Friday, May 9, at the 
Neighborhood Club, 
17150 Waterloo, City of 
Grosse Pointe. Guests 
can learn their risk for 
cardiovascular disease, 
osteoporosis, diabetes 
and other chronic condi-
tions, as well as HDL and 
LDL cholesterol levels, 
kidney and thyroid func-
tion and more. Package 
pricing starts at $159, but 
consultants can create 
packages that work best 
f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s . 
Registration is required. 
Call (877) 237-1287 or 
visit lifelinescreening.
com.

EVENTS:
Continued from page 2B

Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

040325

Worship
     Service

040325

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study

9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service

WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

6:30 p.m. - Worship Service
Solomon Spangler, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org
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Soroptimist International of 
Grosse Pointe, or SIGP, is a 
global volunteer organization 
whose mission is to provide 
women and girls with access to 
the education and training 
needed to achieve economic 
empowerment.

Wednesday, March 12, SIGP 
hosted its annual awards dinner 
at Fishbone’s Rhythm Kitchen 
& Café in St. Clair Shores.

The Virginia Wagner 
Educational Award honors the 
effort of a woman attending a 
college or university to earn a 
bachelor’s, master’s or doctoral 
degree. Judging is based on 
effort toward education, schol-
arship, extracurricular activi-
ties and fi nancial need.

This year’s Virginia Wagner 
Educational Award was pre-
sented to LaMia Garth. She 
graduated from Cass Technical 
High School last June with a 4.0 
grade-point average. She 
enrolled in Virginia State 
University last fall and is major-
ing in psychology. Garth said 
her goal is to specialize in 
trauma-informed care for teen-
agers and young adults who 
have experienced significant 
loss or hardship as a result of 
substance abuse.

Next, SIGP presented the 
Ruby Award, which honors a 
woman who, while volunteer-
ing or working for a nonprofi t 
organization that provides ser-
vices to women and/or girls, 

makes an extraordinary differ-
ence in improving the lives of 
those they serve.

This year’s Ruby Award was 
presented to Rosanne Plasky, in 
honor of the Mercy Education 
Project in southwest Detroit. A 
nonprofit organization, MEP 
was established in 1992 and 
began as a tutoring and sum-
mer program serving just over 
a dozen economically disadvan-
taged girls. Today, MEP serves 
hundreds of girls and women 
by offering a variety of pro-
grams to meet their basic edu-
cational needs. Plasky joined 
MEP in 2015 and plans to use 
the award to help cover the 
costs of transporting the women 

to GED testing sites. 
Finally, Live Your Dream 

Awards, which are specifi c to 
the Soroptimist International of 
the Americas, were presented. 
This unique award assists 
women who provide the pri-
mary source of fi nancial sup-
port for their families. 
Recipients must be working 
toward a college or technical 
degree and demonstrate fi nan-
cial need. This year SIGP pre-
sented LYD awards to Tyechia 
Stevens, Cerita Cholette and 
Charlene Okwu.

SIGP also demonstrates its 
commitment to helping women 
and girls reach their educa-
tional goals in other ways. Each 
year, SIGP funds up to five 
young women attending high 
school in Grosse Pointe to 
attend preparatory classes for 
the ACT/SAT tests used for col-
lege admission. 

In addition, SIGP annually 
sponsors up to five young 
women to attend the St. Anne’s 
Secondary School in Ghana, 
Africa.

Soroptimist International of 
Grosse Pointe is a 501(c)3 non-
profi t organization that accepts 
donations throughout the year. 
Meetings occur the second 
Wednesday of each month. To 
attend, email grossepointe
soropist@gmail.com. For more 
information, visit grossepointe
soroptimist.org/. Members need 
not live in Grosse Pointe.

GP Soroptimists award more than $11,000

COURTESY PHOTOS

Rosanne Plasky, Ruby Award 
winner.

From left, SIGP President Bette Lepouttre, Virginia Wagner 
Educational Award winner LaMia Garth, and SIGP Virginia 
Wagner Educational Award Chairwoman Carolyn Barth.

From left, SIGP President Bette Lepouttre; Live Your Dream 
Award winners Tyechia Stevens, Cerita Cholette and Charlene 
Okwu; and SIGP Secretary Mary Bryk.

Grosse Pointe resident 
and licensed Great Lakes 
captain Patrick McKee 
recently entertained 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
Pettipointe Chapter of the 
Questers with a lively and 
informative presentation 
on his personal involve-
ment, along with hun-
dreds of volunteers, in the 
restoration of the World 
War II USS LST 393, 
which took part in the 
D-Day Landings on 
Omaha Beach. McKee is a 
board member and repre-
sentative from the USS 
LST 393 Veterans 
Museum in Muskegon.

LST 393 — LST stands 
for Landing Ship, Tank — 
is one of only two surviv-
ing LSTs from a fl eet of 
1,051 used during World 
War II to transport tanks, 
jeeps, armaments and 
personnel to beachhead 
battlefields across the 
Atlantic to the European 
Theater and Pacific 
Theater. LST 393 carried 
28 Sherman tanks along 
with jeeps, soldiers and 
equipment to Omaha 
Beach on June 6, 1944. In 
all, LST 393 made 75 voy-
ages to foreign shores, 
including 30 to Normandy. 
It won battle stars for its 
service in the occupation 
of Sicily, the invasion of 
Salerno and the D-Day 
invasion.

McKee is vice president 
of Sand Products Corp., a 
fi rm founded more than 
100 years ago by his 
grandfather, Max McKee. 
Sand Products purchased 
LST 393 after the war and 
used it to transport new 
automobiles to dealer-
ships across Lake 
Michigan from Muskegon 
to Milwaukee. The auto 
ferry business continued 
until 1973, when the boat 
was placed in long-term 
lay-up at the company’s 
dock in Muskegon. There 
it sat more than 25 years 
until 2000, when a 
Muskegon museum group 
went to work and made 
some progress toward 
restoration, along with the 
help of the Michigan LST 
Association. 

After several years of 
effort, the volunteer 
groups returned LST 393 
to its wartime confi gura-
tion by painting it to look 
like it did during WWII 
and replacing the deck 
guns and bow ramp doors, 
which had not moved 
since they were welded 
shut in the late 1940s.

Today, the ship has 
been restored to near its 
original glory with the 
addition of thousands of 
artifacts, as well as the 
restoration of more areas 
of the ship. It serves as a 
veterans’ museum com-
munity center and impor-
tant attraction in the 
Muskegon area. The ship 
is open to the public for 
tours and hosts a major 
D-Day anniversary com-

memoration and salute to 
veterans each June.

Questers is an interna-
tional organization 
founded in 1944, to 

encourage the preserva-
tion and restoration of his-
torical landmarks. The 
Pettipointe Chapter began 
in Grosse Pointe in 1966.

By Kathleen Conway
Guest Writer

Questers learn history of World War II landing ships

Above, LST 393 unloading a Sherman tank on a 
European beachhead battlefield in 1944. Below, the 
restored LST 393 is now a veterans museum in 
Muskegon.

Betsy Berg-
Jachman con-
gratulates 
Patrick McKee 
after his presen-
tation on World 
War II Landing 
Ship, Tank 393.

PHOTOS 
COURTESY OF 

KATHLEEN CONWAY

The Moross Greenway 
Project is in search of 
volunteers for its annual 
spring cleanup event, 
which takes place 9 a.m. 
to noon Saturday, April 
12.

Those interested are 
asked to gather next to 
Mt. Pleasant Baptist 
Church, 21150 Moross, at 
Edgefield. Parking is 
available at the church.

Volunteers are asked 
to bring their own work 
gloves and dress for the 
weather, as the work will 
be done rain or shine. 
Rubber boots are recom-
mended, as the islands 
often are wet this time of 
year.

Water, trash bags and 
traffi c safety vests will be 
provided. 

Volunteers will focus 
on two main tasks:

◆ Trash collection on 
the large islands in the 
center of Moross.

◆ Garden bed cleanup, 
using a method of cutting 
plant material into small 
pieces and leaving it in 
the beds to nourish the 
soil. Volunteers are asked 
to bring hedge trimmers 
— especially battery-
operated trimmers — 
and/or pruning shears if 
they are interested in 
garden cleanup.

Moross Greenway 
board members will be 
on hand, working along-
side volunteers and able 
to answer any questions.

For more information, 
visit morossgreenway.
org.

Moross Greenway 
spring cleanup is April 12

COURTESY PHOTOS

The Grosse Pointe Rotary Club recently heard from 
Heidi Pfannes, president of the Albert Khan 
Foundation. She spoke to club members about 
Khan’s work to create Detroit’s skyline. On April 17, 
the foundation will host an event, inviting the pub-
lic to see some of Khan’s more than 10,000 drawings 
from the vault. A handful of Rotarians plan to at-
tend.

The Grosse Pointe Rotary Club celebrated March as 
Women’s History Month by gathering its female 
members for a photo.

Rotary notes
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www.partyadventureusa.com
23400 Greater Mack, SCS  •  586-776-9750

HAVE MORE PARTIES
LIFE IS SHORT
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GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY
Animals Available for 
Adoption at gpaas.org
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
313-884-1551 OR www.gpaas.org

Ca ll to a rra nge aCa ll to a rra nge a
Meet a nd Gre etMeet a nd Gre et

 MeetMeet

SHER RISHER RI  MeetMeet

IVANIVANFemale,Female,
1 year old,1 year old,
Shorthair,Shorthair,

Black.Black.

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

Male, 11 month‛s old, Labrador Male, 11 month‛s old, Labrador 
Retriever/Akita Mix, Blonde, 45 lbs.Retriever/Akita Mix, Blonde, 45 lbs.
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Next Open Houses
Sat., April 12th & April 26th

10-Noon

Mike Kroll was mind-
ing his own business as 
a docent at the Michigan 
Fl ight  Museum at 
Willow Run when he 
stumbled across some 
little-known information 
about Edsel Ford’s 
short-lived run at power-
boat racing.

“I was digging around, 
looking at Edsel,” Kroll 
said, noting he tried to 
further research his 
fi ndings, but “there was 
nothing out there. This 
story has been sitting for 
100 years.”

Kroll did some digging 
of his own and will share 
his fi ndings during the 
season’s fi nal Your Old 
Mansion lecture, pre-
sented by the Grosse 
P o i n t e  A r t i s t s 
Association, at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, April 6, at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms.

Ford was named pres-
ident of the company in 
1919. His powerboat 
racing era lasted from 
1920 to 1924, during a 
time when the company 
was experiencing expo-
nential growth as the 
Model T penetrated the 

market, Kroll said.
“He never went to col-

lege; he was absorbed 
into the plant out of high 
school,” said Kroll, a for-
mer fire investigator 
with a degree in library 
science. “So he takes 
over the company in its 
heyday. He’s in his late 
20s and into his 30s and 
the company is making 
buckets of money. He 
was a sportsman; he 
enjoyed fi shing and ice 
boating. Then he got 
into powerboat racing.”

Following World War 
I, with the growing pop-
ularity of boat racing on 
the Detroit River, Ford 
contemplated putting 
leftover airplane engines 
to a different use.

“Edsel decides to mod-
ify airplane engines and 
ended up holding a 
world speed record for 
two years,” Kroll said.

During his racing 
career, from 1920-24, 
Ford raced six boats and 
three different engine 
types. He entered 12 
races and won three 
times. He drove eight 
heats in six races and 
drove two wins. 

During the five-year 
span, his speed improved 
75.4 percent, from 35 to 
61.4 mph, and horse-
power improved 175 
percent, from 200 to 550 
hp.

Though Ford used a 
powerboat to commute 
from his home on Lake 
St. Clair to the offi ce at 
the Rouge Plant in 
Dearborn, his racing 
days were numbered.

By 1924, he turned his 
attention to aviation, 
Kroll said, and more 
specifi cally to the Ford 
Trimotor, nicknamed 
the Tin Goose.

Kroll said he hopes 
attendees get insight 
into Ford’s character 
through the lecture, 
which he called “a retire-
ment project.”

“I hope it provides 
some insight into Edsel’s 
character,” Kroll said. 
“Powerboat racing is a 
hard-cut business. His 
reputation amongst his 
powerboat racing crew 
… he always knew 

where he was going. 
They said he was the 
k ind of  guy who 
wouldn’t ask you to do 
something he wouldn’t 
do himself.”

Kroll said his lecture is 
open to anyone inter-
ested in learning about 
this little-known piece of 
history.

“It’s not only about the 
story,” he said, “but it’s 
a story that hasn’t been 
told in the fi eld in 100 
years. This is a story for 
everybody.

“… I hope they’re 
pleasantly surprised,” he 
added. “Of all  the 
research I’ve done, 

there’s never been one 
negative thing said 
about him. He was a guy 
with a silver spoon that 
didn’t waste it. He’s 
characterized as a per-
son who’s been camou-
fl aged by his creations. 
He was an artist and a 
businessman. … The 
powerboat story is the 
entertainment; the les-
sons learned — the char-
acter of the man — is the 
message.”

Tickets for the lecture 
are $30 for GPAA mem-
bers, $35 for nonmem-
bers, and available 
online at grossepointe
artcenter.org.

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

GPAA lecture is April 6

Q: I feel like people are ganging up 
on me — even my family and friends. 
Everybody tells me I need to go to treat-
ment. They tell me I’m out of control. 
But I still have a good job and my kids 
still love me (even though they live 
with my ex). I’m not lying in the gutter. 
The truth is, vodka is my best friend. 
It’s not judgy, it’s reliable and it’s legal. 
I just wish everybody would get off my 
back.

A: Aren’t you lucky? You’ve lost your 
marriage and custody of your kids. Your 
friends and family are turning up the 
heat. But, as luck would have it, your 
best pal can be found at the corner store. 

We suspect “disgusted” means more 
than just disgusted with the people 
around you. We think, when you look in 
the mirror in the morning, disgusted is 
what you feel. 

Think back a few years. Could you 
ever imagine yourself in this situation? 
Didn’t you look down on people who 
drank their way out of a good marriage? 
Didn’t you have choice words for people 
who lost custody of their kids? You didn’t 
plan it this way, did you? No one does.

No one volunteers to be an alcoholic. 
No one puts addiction on their bucket 
list. It’s not something a person can 
anticipate or avoid. It happens before 
our eyes, but we don’t see it. Alcoholism 
robs us of our most precious gifts, but we 
don’t realize it.

You’re in good company. Millions 
around the world have been in your 
shoes, from the penthouse to the out-
house. The AA people say this disease is 
“cunning, baffl ing and powerful,” and 
they’re right. We want to believe we’re 
in control, even as our world is falling 
apart.

You mentioned your friends giving 
you grief. Are they all non-drinkers? Of 
course not. We would bet they all drank 
with you at one time or another. But each 
one of them can probably tell you why 
your drinking has become a nightmare, 
with specific examples. When your 
drinking buddies say you have a prob-
lem, it’s shocking, isn’t it? What’s the 

world coming to?
One thing you said wasn’t quite right: 

that alcohol is reliable. True, you can 
count on the vodka early on, but as years 
pass, you need to drink more and more 
to get the same effect. You build up a tol-
erance — one of the early signs of a 
drinking problem. If you don’t cut back 
then, you’re on a slippery slope. We sus-
pect your tolerance increased again and 
again over the years. Today, alcohol 
probably isn’t all that reliable. We sus-
pect you’re probably having to use other 
things, too.

But you are lucky. You’ve still got 
friends and family who care (even if 
they’re annoying you). You still have a 
job and you still have enough heart to 
value the love of your kids. Now all you 
have to do is quit pretending. If you can 
quit pretending, you can probably quit 
drinking.

Why? Because the fi rst step in recov-
ery is accepting the truth. After you 
accept that you’re an alcoholic, then you 
can probably accept the fact you need 
help. After that, you quit trying to run the 
show and let someone guide you. Just 
follow the directions you get from people 
who have been there — and back. 

You’re lucky because your life is a 
mess and people still love you. Lucky 
you! Accept the help they’re offering. 
What do you have to lose? In our experi-
ence, if you put as much effort into 
recovery as you have into drinking, 
you’ll make it with room to spare. Every 
day, morning, noon and night, there are 
people attending meetings and fi nding 
relief from their alcoholism. The talk, 
they laugh and they fi nd their way into a 
new destiny. You’ll do the same, if you 
give yourself a chance. Just take the fi rst 
step. You’ll fi nd a chair in the meeting 
with your name on it: Lucky.

Jeff and Debra Jay help families resolve 
addiction problems. They live in Grosse 
Pointe Farms and have been working the 
recovery fi eld more than 30 years. Learn 
more about their work and their books at 
lovefi rst.net.

Why should I quit?
A S K  J E F F  A N D  D E B R A

Edsel Ford’s powerboating pastime

Edsel Ford modifi ed airplane engines leftover after World War I for use in 
powerboats.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF MIKE KROLL

For fi ve years, Edsel Ford raced powerboats on the 
Detroit River.
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Dear Gabby: A neighbor keeps let-
ting their dog do its business on my 
lawn without cleaning up. I don’t want 
to be the grumpy neighbor, but it’s get-
ting out of hand. Help! — Shocked in 
the Shores

Dear Shocked: Nobody likes step-
ping in surprise “gifts.” A polite chat 
might do the trick, but if that doesn’t 
work, a friendly sign like “Please 

scoop the poop — our shoes thank 
you!” could send the message with-
out confrontation. 

If the problem continues, a neigh-
borhood pet waste station might be 
a good community solution.

We love problem-solving and giv-
ing advice! Please send us your ques-
t i o n s  &  prob lems  to  adv ice@
grossepointenews.com.

No pooping; this
is my yard, not
your dog’s toilet

DEAR ANNIE: I’m 
writing in response to 
“Grieving and Not 
P r e p a r e d  f o r  a 
Confrontation” whose 
husband died before he 
could recoup a sum of 
money he lent to his 
brother; now, she needs 
that money and is look-
ing to collect. Your 
wishy-washy advice to 
this widow on how to 
approach her brother-in-
law Simon was like 
advising her to take a 
water pistol to a gun-
fi ght!

This ungrateful brother 
already “exploded” and 
made his position clear. 
“Grieving and Not 
Prepared” needs to teach 
this ingrate a lesson, hire 

a lawyer and subpoena 
the sister to verify there 
was indeed a loan that he 
admitted he would not 
pay back! This irrespon-
sible jerk should face the 
music. —  Enough Is 
Enough

DEAR ENOUGH:
You’re right that Simon 
needs to be held account-
able for his actions -- or 
lack thereof. Seeking the 
advice of a lawyer is a 
surefire way to deter-
mine what options 
“Grieving and Not 
Prepared” has in her sit-
uation.

When it comes to peo-
ple like Simon who are set 
in their ways and don’t 
play by the rules, the only 

hope for getting them to 
listen is taking action.

DEAR ANNIE: I am a 
happily married middle-
aged woman. In high 
school, I had a relation-
ship that continued off 
and on for a few years 
until he cheated on me 
and we fi nally went our 
separate ways. 

About 15 years ago, he 
bumped into my sister, 
and we got back in touch 
via email. It was cordial, 
and we mainly shared 
information about our 
spouses and children. 
One day, he called my 
offi ce, and when I asked 
him why he was calling, 
he said he wanted to 
know if there was “any-

thing left.” I told him that 
there wasn’t and that I 
had married my soul 
mate. He accepted that, 
and we went back to 
annual Christmas cards 
and emails of family 
updates. 

About eight years ago, I 
started to feel like I didn’t 
want to continue commu-
nicating (he’d sent an 
email that made me 
uncomfortable), so I 
stopped responding to his 
emails (he sends one every 
year on my birthday). 

A few weeks ago, I got 
a card at my offi ce saying 
he remembered that in 
college, I had a new down 
coat that was stolen from 
his apartment and that he 
was planning on sending 

me a new one. I recycled 
the card and thought 
nothing more about it. 
Last week, an expensive 
down coat arrived at my 
offi ce with a note saying 
it was a replacement for 
the one I lost 47 years 
ago. I returned the coat.

I’m baffled. I’m not 
sure if I should email him 
and ask him to stop com-
municating with me or 
continue to not respond. 
I thought that my eight 
years of silence would 
show him that I wasn’t 
interested in communi-
cating with him, but now 
I wonder if it just created 
a space for him to fi ll the 
silence with what he 
wants to believe. What 
should I do? Thanks for 
any advice. — Stumped  

DEAR STUMPED: While 
most people would 
indeed interpret silence 
as disinterest, your ex 
clearly needs a more 
straightforward mes-
sage. Send him one last 
email with any and 
everything you have left 
to say. Explain how 
uncomfortable you feel, 
and though that likely 
wasn’t his intention, you 
don’t wish to communi-
cate with him anymore 
in any capacity. Block 
him on all communica-
tion platforms. 

If he continues reach-
ing out or contacting you 
through your work, 
reach out to your local 
police department for 
guidance on how to pro-
ceed. Your safety and 
security are chief con-
cerns in this situation

DEAR ANNIE: A few 
years ago, my husband 
— always kind, patient 
and gentle throughout 
our nearly 40-year mar-
riage — began behaving 
in ways that shocked me. 
He became verbally cruel, 
aggressive, and would 
erupt in sudden fits of 
rage over seemingly 
nothing. It escalated to 
the point where he threw 
a plastic water bottle at 
me and threatened to hit 
me — something entirely 
out of character. I took it 
seriously, had him 
arrested and pushed for a 
medical evaluation when 
he refused to seek help 
on his own.

To everyone’s surprise, 
tests revealed he had suf-
fered a small stroke -- 
specifi cally in the part of 
the brain that governs 
personality and emo-
tional regulation. He had 
none of the typical symp-
toms like slurred speech 
or loss of motor skills, 
only this frightening and 
drast ic  personal i ty 
change. With treatment 
and medication, he’s 
improved significantly, 
and while some anger 
still surfaces, we under-
stand the root cause now.

I often read letters 
from people whose 
spouses are struggling 
with unexplained behav-
ioral changes later in life, 
and I wonder: How many 
of these cases could be 
due to a silent medical 
issue such as a stroke or 
neurological condition?

When a longtime part-
ner suddenly changes in 
disturbing or aggressive 
ways, how can a spouse 
distinguish between emo-
tional issues, mental ill-
ness and an underlying 
medical condition such as 
a stroke? What steps 
should one take to get 
help, and how do you bal-
ance love and safety dur-
ing such a crisis? — Still 
Together After 40 Years.

D E A R  S T I L L 
TOGETHER: Thank you 
for bringing more aware-
ness into the possibilities 
of personality changes 
later in life. Taking your 
husband’s threat seri-
ously and insisting on a 
medical evaluation saved 
your marriage.

Many people don’t 
realize that strokes or 
neurological issues can 
cause sudden, drastic 
changes in personality 
without the classic phys-
ical symptoms. Your 
experience is a vital 
reminder that behavioral 
changes, especially sud-
den aggression or confu-
sion, can have medical 
causes.

I hope your letter 
brings awareness and 
hope to others in similar 
situations. 

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2024 
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I have an old flame I can’t put out Dear Annie
by Annie Lane
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by Anna Lizer

5 Out Of 5

If there’s one thing I 
could do every single 
week for the rest of my 
life, it would be this: the 
head spa treatment at 
Chez Lou Lou Salon. 

I walked into the salon 
expecting a relaxing 
experience, but had no 
idea just how deeply 
restorative it would be.

From the moment I 
arrived, the entire team 
made me feel like I was 
about to embark on the 
most luxurious journey. 
The receptionist greeted 
me warmly and handed 
me a glass of water while 
Misty, the esthetician 
performing the service, 
welcomed me into the 
private head spa room. 
The stylists at Chez Lou 
Lou are truly special, 
kind, warm and profes-
sional, setting the perfect 

tone for an indulgent 
experience.

I’ll admit I thought this 
treatment was going to 
be done by a machine — 
maybe some high-tech 
scalp massager or futur-
istic automated system, 
something straight out of 
a sci-fi movie. When I 
realized Misty herself 
would be performing the 
service, I was even more 
thrilled. There’s some-
thing about an actual per-
son doing the treatment 
that makes all the differ-
ence. And let me tell you, 
Misty has a gift. 

The experience begins 
with you getting settled 
into an automated mas-
sage table that uses gen-
tle pressure points to 
relax your arms, legs and 
back.  Honestly,  that 
alone would have been 

enough to make my day. 
But then, the real magic 
starts.

Misty turns 
down the lights 
and begins a 
combination of 
s c a l p  t r e a t -
m e n t s ,  d e e p 
cleansing and 
hydrating thera-
pies. She incor-
p o r a t e s 
different types 
o f  m a s s a g e 
t e c h n i q u e s , 
tools and luxu-
rious products 
d e s i g n e d  t o 
nourish the hair 
and scalp. I lost 
track of time as 
she worked her 
magic, melting 
away any stress 
I had carried in 
with me. Her 

touch is precise and 
soothing, lulling me into 
a near-sleep state multi-

ple times.
By the time I walked 

out, I was in an absolute 
trance, like I had just 
come back from a week-
long vacation. My hair 
felt cleaner and health-
ier, my soul felt lighter 
and my mind was clearer 
than it had been in ages.

If I could recommend 
one gift to get for a 
stressed-out mom, hard-
working coworker, best 
friend, sister or, hon-
estly, anyone in your life, 
it would be this. The head 
spa treatment at Chez 
Lou Lou isn’t just a lux-
ury; it’s a necessity. 

And while I’d love to 
get this done every 
week, well, budgets 
exist and my bank 
account has other 
opinions. But let me tell 
you, this is one indul-

gence that is 100 percent 
worth the money. If 
relaxation had a price 
tag, this would be it. 

This treatment gets an 
obvious 5 out of 5 alliga-
tors. If you try it, give us 
a shout and let us know 
how you liked it. We are 
sure you’ll be extremely 
impressed.

We LOVE testing out 
new th ings !  Te l l  us 
about your favorite item 
or something you want 
us to try for you! Drop 
us a l ine at  media@
grossepointenews.com.

Sitting down at a 
decent (non-fast food) 
restaurant with an 
actual wine list can 
often be a pitfall for 
people who like wine 
but don’t know an awful 
lot about it.

Not every restaurant 
has a knowledgeable 
sommelier or even a 
w ine - savvy  server , 
leaving guests con-
fused by a wine list 
that looks more like 
hieroglyphics.

And with prices as 
high as they have been 
recently, the decision 
isn’t inconsequential. It 
can be costly and may 
lead diners to a choice 
that isn’t very tasty.

Without guidance 
from the staff, guests 
may get befuddled. In 
this short space, it’s not 
possible to cover many 
details. But there are 
some basics to apply.

First things first: 
When you order a bot-
tle of wine and it arrives 
at the table, the wait 
staff will show you the 
label. Make certain it 
conforms with what’s 
on the wine list.

This is crucial. In 
some cases, the list 
shows a particular vin-
tage. See if the label is 
the same. In most cases, 
the best wine should be 
young.  Today,  for 
example, reasonably 
priced chardonnays 

from 2023 are prefera-
ble to one from, say, 
2020.

H o w e v e r ,  m o r e 
expensive chardonnays 
might be better from an 
older vintage.

Equally as impor-
t a n t l y ,  t h e  b o t t l e 
brought to your table 
should be opened in 
front of you. If  the 
cork is already out of 
the bott le ,  immedi-

ately reject the wine. 
I t  d o e s n ’ t  h a p p e n 
often, but I’ve heard 
of restaurants reusing 
fancy bott les  (with 
image  labe ls )  tha t 
they’ve refilled with 
cheaper wine.

One indicat ion of 
higher  qual i ty  wine 
is  that  i t  has a l im-
i t e d  g e o g r a p h i c a l 
des igna t ion .  Wines 
wi th  a  “Cal i forn ia” 
des ignat ion  can  be 

f i n e .  B u t  d e s i g n a -
tions such as Sonoma 
County ,  Mendoc ino 
C o u n t y  o r  S a n t a 
Barbara County are 
usually better.

The best wines to go 
with dinner usually 
have moderate alcohol 
levels. About 13 per-
cent  i s  ideal ,  but 
chances are you won’t 
find anything below 14 
percent. If the restau-

rant isn’t busy, pick 
three wines that might 
appeal to you and ask 
the staff to bring the 
one with the lowest 
alcohol level.

If you’re seeking a 
lower-alcohol, slightly 
sweet wine (they go 
great with Thai food), 
ask the staff if they 
have German riesling. 
Often, they are at 10 
percent alcohol or less.

White and rose wines 

tend to be the best 
when chilled, but not 
frozen. Chardonnays 
and sauvignon blancs 
are good cool, but gen-
erally, you get more fla-
vor from a wine if it is 
not kept in the ice 
bucket forever.

Exceptions to this 
are riesling, gewurztra-
miner and other aro-
matic white wines.

In general, grape 
varieties that are not as 
popular are usually the 
best values. If a char-
donnay and a pinot 
b lanc  are  equa l ly 
priced, often the latter 
will be the better value.

Young red wines are 
best decanted, to give 
t h e m  s o m e  a i r . 
(Decanting higher-alco-
hol reds also helps to 
remove a bit of alco-
hol.) However, many 
restaurants are not set 
up to do this.

If you are shopping 
at a retail store, do not 
hesitate to use your 
cellphone as a research 
assistant. An app called 
Wine Searcher may val-
idate retail prices and 
explain the wine a bit.

Wine of the Week:
2023 Whitehaven 

S a u v i g n o n  B l a n c , 
Mar lborough ,  New 
Zealand ($18) — The 
attractive tropical fruit 
aroma has a hint of 
lime zest and white 

gooseberry. There is 
ample acidity to bal-
ance out a trace of 
sweetness. Made spe-
cifically for the United 
States market, it is 
often discounted to 
about $15. 

To fi nd out more about 
Sonoma County resident 
Dan Berger, visit the 
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2025 
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With our ever hungry 
household of six we are 
always on the hunt for 
recipes that are straight 
forward, fl avorful, hearty 
and full of good-for-you 
veggies and protein.

T h e  i n g r e d i e n t s 
came together in the 
pot rather quickly and 
was a big hit with every-
one. There were multi-
ple takers for seconds, 
and I’ll definitely be 
keeping this one on my 
list of go-to recipes in 
the future.

I chose to serve it 
alongside mashed pota-
toes (store bought to 
make it simple!) and 
dinner rolls, but that’s 
optional.

This stew is sure to 
satisfy everyone at the 
table and is also fabu-
lous as leftovers. This is 

one you could easily 
multiply for feeding an 
even bigger crowd as 
well. Enjoy!

Ingredients:

3 tbsp olive oil

1 tbsp butter

2 pounds beef stew 
meat (chuck roast), cut 
into cubes

Salt and pepper, to 
taste

1 medium onion, 
chopped

3 cloves garlic, minced

4 oz tomato paste

4 cups beef broth or 
stock

1 tbsp Worcestershire 
sauce

2 tsp dried thyme

1 bay leaf

4 large carrots, peeled 
and chopped

2 parsnips, peeled 
and chopped

1 cup frozen peas

Directions:

Heat the olive oil in a 
large pot or Dutch oven 
over medium-high heat.

Generously season 
the beef stew meat with 
salt and pepper. Brown 
the meat on all sides, 
about fi ve minutes, then 
remove from the pot and 
set aside.

In the same pot, add 
the chopped onion, car-
rots, parsnips, garlic and 
butter and cook until the 
onions are softened, 
about three minutes.

Add in the tomato 
paste and cook until 
color deepens to a deep 
red brick color. About 
fi ve minutes. 

Return the beef to 
the pot, then add the 
b e e f  b r o t h , 
Worcestershire sauce, 

thyme and bay leaf. 
Bring to a s immer, 
then reduce the heat 
to low and cover. Let 
it simmer for 1 hour, 
or until the beef is ten-
der.

Stir in the frozen peas 
and cook for an addi-

tional five minutes to 
heat through.

Remove the bay 
leaves, then serve the 
stew hot with your 
choice of sides.

Recipe adapted from 
The Pioneer Woman.

Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

PHOTO BY OLIVIA MONETTE

How much do you know?

                                                                                                           COURTESY PHOTO

A sommelier is a waiter in a restaurant who has 
charge of wines and their service.

Tender beef stew with veggies

Best
BAR BURGERSBAR BURGERS
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CALL for CARRY-OUTCALL for CARRY-OUT
18666 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Farms
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LENTEN DINNERS
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 • PERCH DINNER• PERCH DINNER
 • COD DINNER• COD DINNER
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ALL DINNERS INCLUDE
fries, cole slaw or salad

and a warm roll
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Special Writer
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MOVIE REVIEW
“The Outrun”

2024 - Rated R
1 hr 58 min
★★★★★

In my opinion, Saoirse 
Ronan is one of the fi nest 
actors to come along in 
quite a while. Perhaps it’s 
partially due to the fact 
that she’s so selective 
about the roles she takes 
on. Over the last decade 
or so, she’s has made a 
number of memorable 
f i l m s  i n c l u d i n g 
“Brooklyn,” “Atonement,” 
“Ammonite,” and “On 
Chesil Beach.” It should 
come as no surprise that 
she was nominated for 
four Oscars by the time 
she was in her mid twen-
ties. I think this fi lm just 
might be her fi nest perfor-
mance to date. 

“The Outrun” is the 
story of a young woman 
struggling with alcohol-
ism and the healing power 
of nature and solitude. It’s 
based on the memoir by 
Amy Liptrot, who also 
penned the screenplay 
with director Nora 
Fingscheidt (“System 
C r a s h e r , ”  “ T h e 
Unforgivable”). The fi lm 

takes place mainly in the 
Orkney Islands off the 
northern coast of Scotland 
and in London. The open-
ing scene is a gorgeous 
piece of fi lmmaking that 
seductively lures you into 
the story and simply won’t 
let go. 

We see a young girl 
walking along a rugged 
shoreline and then the 
camera shifts to a haunt-
ing underwater sequence. 
While this is occurring, 
we hear the voice of Rona 
(Saoirse Ronan) telling us 
the story of the origins of 
selkies. According to 
Celtic legend, they’re the 
spirits of drowned sailors, 
transformed into seals, 
and how they sometimes 
come ashore at night, 
shed their skins and take 
human form. It’s impor-
tant to keep this bit of 
magic in mind when view-
ing this fi lm as it parallels 
the life of Rona.

Our protagonist grew 
up on the remote island of 
Papa Westray (or Papay). 
Interestingly, this is the 
fi rst movie to be shot on 
the ruggedly beautiful 
island. She’s lured to 
London to pursue a grad-
uate degree when her life 

soon begins to unravel. 
Rona morphs into a party 
animal and becomes a 
raving alcoholic. She 
spends a good deal of 
time in pubs and her 
binges start to take their 

toll. Some of the time 
she’s just a happy drunk, 
living large and enjoying 
herself, dancing and 
hanging with friends. But 
often she spins out of con-
trol and becomes a vio-
lent, falling-down-drunk 
that simply can’t control 
herself. 

Rona has a devoted 

boyfriend Daynin (Paapa 
Essiedu) who tolerates 
her drinking at fi rst. But 
her binging eventually 
comes to a head one eve-
ning. It’s so over the top, 
he decides he can’t deal 
with her any longer and 
he needs to leave her. 
Rona gets so hammered, 
she can’t remember a 
thing about the night 
before.  The fi lm jumps 
back and forth in time 
from her childhood mem-
ories of growing up on 
Papay to her barhopping 
days. It’s a frenetic pacing 
that’s a bit jarring at times. 
The fi lm makes a subtle 
change when she fi nally 
decides to take her drink-
ing problem seriously and 
starts attending AA meet-
ings. It’s almost like 
watching a tide gently 
receding.

Rona returns home to 
spend time with her par-
ents. Her mother Annie 
(Saskia Reeves) is a 

devout Christian and the 
two of them are often at 
loggerheads. Her father 
Andrew (Stephen Dillane) 
lives nearby on his sheep 
farm and she helps him 
out with chores. Andrew 
suffers from bipolar disor-
der and it’s implied that 
this may be partially 
responsible for Rona’s 
alcoholism. 

Anxious to get away 
from the London scene, 
Rona takes a job with a 
wildlife organization, 
which entails looking for 
an elusive bird called a 
corncrake. It’s a migra-
tory bird that used to be 
common on the Orkney 
Archipelago, but is now 
rarely spotted. Her job is 
to travel the countryside 
in search of the bird. This 
is a welcome opportunity 
for her as it provides 
ample time for self-refl ec-
tion and healing by 
immersing herself in 
nature. 

There’s a scene near 
the end of the movie that 
I found extremely mov-
ing. Rona is walking 
along the rocky coastline 
as the waves crash 
against the shore. We 
hear powerful symphonic 
music building towards a 
crescendo as she flails 
her arms, as if conducting 
the elements. She throws 
her whole body into her 
performance and we real-
ize at this moment that 
she’s fi nally in control of 
her destiny. It’s such an 
exhilarating sequence, I 
was close to tears watch-
ing it. And it’s a scene I 
keep thinking about. 
(Actually, I’ve rewatched 
it several times and it has 
the same affect on me 
every time). 

If you’re looking for a 
masterpiece of a film, 
don’t miss this one. I 

highly recommend it. 
Warning: This film 

includes scenes with 
strobe lights, which can 
be potentially dangerous 
to people with health 
conditions associated 
with photosensitivity.

Currently streaming on 
Netflix. And to rent on 
Apple TV, Fandango, 
Amazon, and other 
steaming services.

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good 
book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your 
queue, you might watch 
it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel free to email me at: 
dominmark@yahoo.com. 

Also, if you’re looking 
for more recommenda-
tions, be sure to check 
out my blog: moviejunk-
iemark.blogspot.com.

by Mark Domin
“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”

Movie Junkie Mark

Rona (Ronan) with boyfriend Daynin (Paapa Essiedu).

Rona with her father (Stephen Dillane).

Conducting a symphony of waves.

                     PHOTOS COURTESY OFBROCK MEDIA, ARCADE PICTURES, BBC FILM AND MBK PRODUCTIONS

Actress Saoirse Ronan as Rona in the 2024 movie “The Outrun,” written by Amy 
Liptrot, Nora Fingscheidt and Daisy Lewis and directed by Nora Fingscheidt.

Take advantage of all the 
Grosse Pointe News has to offer:

Subscribe at (313) 882-6900
grossepointenews.com/subscribe

Kid Scoop
What’s your
   FAVORITE PART?

Send us a photo of you with your completed favorite part of our weekly 
KID SCOOP section in the comics — and you’ll be entered to win a 
$25 gift card to CHOCOLATE BAR CAFE in our monthly contest.

JUST EMAIL us at media@grossepointenews.com with your photo, name, 
city and a brief reason why you like KID SCOOP. Your photo may be used 

in our next promotional ad. The deadline is FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2025.

CONTEST!

“I love the 
word search!”

      — Charlotte,          
        Grosse Pointe   

        Woods

OUR MARCH
WINNER OF A $25

Whistle Stop 
Hobby & Toy

Movie Poster.
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Contract BridgeContract Bridge
WHEN THE IRON IS HOT

The opening lead plays a vital role 
in many hands. Just how big a dif-
ference it can make is illustrated by 
this extraordinary case from a rubber 
bridge game where West was Alvin 
Roth, one of the great players of all 
time. His double of three notrump 
was bold as well as imaginative, but 
it would have failed dismally had he 
chosen the wrong opening lead.

For example, if he had led a dia-
mond, as many players in his place 
would have done, South would have 
scored the first 10 tricks. Similarly, 
had Roth led a heart or a club, South 
would have taken the first nine tricks.

But Roth led a spade, and South was 
a dead duck. In desperation, he played 
dummy’s queen, which lost to the king 
and, oddly enough, simultaneously 
squeezed South. He was looking at 
nine cold tricks, but with the opponents 
on lead, he was in bad shape. Reluctant 
to part with a winner, he discarded a 
diamond. East thereupon returned a 
diamond to West’s jack.

Roth now made the excellent play of 
the jack of spades followed by a low 
spade. He wanted to make sure that 
East would return a diamond when 
he took the ace of spades. Roth was 
afraid that, if he led the four instead 
of the jack, East might suddenly get 
nervous and return a spade to assure 
defeat of the contract.

East did return a diamond, and 
the defense wound up scoring four 
spades and five diamonds to inflict a 
900-point (1,100 today) defeat! All 
of which can be attributed to a well-
judged double and — lest we forget 
— a well-judged opening lead.

©2025 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve BeckerWeekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
Moon Alert: Avoid 

shopping or important 
decisions from 2 p.m. to 
7 p.m. EDT today (11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. PDT). After 
that, the Moon moves 
from Gemini into Cancer.

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, April 3, 2025:

You’re sociable, charis-
matic and you have 
strong views. You can be 
persuasive and inspiring. 
This is a year of learning 
and teaching. Give your-
self time to refl ect. You 
might renew your spiri-
tual beliefs. Explore phi-
losophies that give you a 
better understanding of 
the true meaning of 
your life.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
Communications with 

others are challenging 
today. In addition to 
which, you might be 
worried. Worry is such a 
debilitating thing that 
robs you of your energy 
and distracts you of your 
concentration. And the 
irony is it has no reward. 
Worry is a habit that 
accomplishes nothing. 
Tonight: Hunker down.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

TYou don’t like it 
when you have prob-
lems with money or 
angst about your pos-
sessions and the things 
that you own. When 
this happens, it’s a drag 
and a major distraction 
for you. The good thing 
to know is that these 
worries today are tem-
porary and fleeting. 
Quite literally, they’re 
gone by tomorrow. 
Tonight: Chatty discus-
sions..

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

This might be a dis-
couraging day for you 
because relations with 
b o s s e s ,  p a r e n t s , 
teachers, VIPs and the 
police are not good. 
People in power will 
n o t  c o o p e r a t e . 
Instead, they’ll  say, 
Tonight: Check your 
money.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Avoid arguments about 
controversial matters related 
to religion, politics and racial 
issues. This is a poor day to 
tackle these topics. Likewise, 
your efforts to make travel 
plans will be met with chal-
lenges. Fortunately, later in 
the day, after the Moon moves 
to your sign, things will 
improve. Tonight: You win!

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

Financial discussions and 
anything related to taxes, 
shared property, inheri-
tances and debt will be chal-
lenging and discouraging 
today. This is a fact. 
Therefore, postpone these 
activities and discussions for 
another day if you can. After 
all, timing is everything. 
Tonight: Enjoy solitude.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

This is a challenging 
day. Interactions with 
groups as well as friends 
might be aggressive, even 
competitive. On top of that, 
discussions with partners, 
spouses and close friends 
are diffi cult. Fear not. This 
is a challenging day. 
Tomorrow is a lovely one. 
Tonight: Friendships.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

You like harmonious 
surroundings, and you 
like to keep the peace. 
Today this will be chal-
lenging. However, be 
smart and avoid contro-
versial subjects. Don’t get 
involved in work-related 
arguments. Coast through 
the Moon Alert, after 
which you’ll be high-viz. 
Tonight: You’re admired.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

This is a poor day for 
romantic discussions. 
Likewise, it’s a challeng-
ing day for parents to 
deal with their kids. 
Interactions related to 
the entertainment world, 
the arts and the hospital-
ity industry will also be 
diffi cult. Keep your head 
down and your powder 
dry. Tonight: Explore!

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

You’re an optimist who 
t h i n k s  p o s i t i v e l y . 
However, even optimists 
can have challenging 
days. Today is one of 
them. Family discussions 
w i l l  d i s a p p o i n t . 
I n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h 
spouses, partners and 
close friends will be dif-
fi cult. Get out in nature. 
C lear  your  head . 
Tomorrow is a great day. 
Tonight: Check your 
fi nances.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Today is a challeng-
ing day for everyone; 
however, more than 
most, you are psycho-
logically built to han-
dle  chal lenge with 
g r a c e  a n d  s t y l e . 
Capricorns aren’t sis-
sies. When the going 
gets tough, you tough 
it out. Keep a low pro-
file. Avoid arguments. 
Tonight: Cooperate.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

This is a poor day for 
important financial dis-
cussions. Likewise, it’s 
a poor day for major 
purchases. For starters, 
all things financial are 
squeezed, as it were. 
And secondly, there’s a 
Moon Alert  today, 
wh ich  d i scourages 
spending money for 
anything other than 
food and gas. Sit tight. 
Tonight: Work.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

Today the Moon is at 
odds with Mercury, 
Venus and Saturn in 
your sign. (This does not 
bode well for discussions 
with anyone.) Accept 
your fate and sail 
through this day with 
small expectations. 
Check the Moon Alert. By 
evening, all is well. 
Tonight: Socialize!

BORN TODAY
Actor Eddie Murphy 

(1961), actor Matthew 
Goode (1978), actress 
Cobie Smulders (1982).
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© 2025 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 3/27 Solution

Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

4/3

Universal Crossword

© 2025 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Stainberg April 3, 2025

3/27 Solution

Figure It Out by Drew Schmenner4/3

ACROSS
  1 Supervisor
  5 Deicing 

supply
  9 Entered 

quickly
 14 Holmgren on 

the Thunder
 15 
 16 Expensive 

seating 
section, often

 17 Short literary 

 20 Apple  
desktop

 21 Crackle and 

 22 Secrecy doc
 23 “As It ___” 

(Harry Styles 
hit)

 25 No more than
 27 Underwater 

attraction?
 33 Org. with 

Magic and 
Wizards

 36 Vicinity
 37 

contents
 38 Without a 

cloud in  
the sky

 40 Gaye and 
Terrell 
recordings, 
e.g.

 42 Undecided, 
on schedule: 
Abbr.

 43 Ultimate 
approval

 44 “Hamilton” 
actress 
Renee ___ 
Goldsberry

 45 Abound 
(with)

 47 Mysterious 
loch

 48 For sure, in 
slang

 49 Train track 
support

 52 Mosque 
leader

 54 “Thx”  
counterpart

 55 “Green” 

 56 “___ Lisa”
 60 ___ mater
 63 What  

Sherlock 
Holmes 
may do ... 
and a hint to 
the ends of 
17-, 27- and 
49-Across

 67 Televised
 68 Offerings  

at Lids
 69 “The lady 

___ protest 
too much”

 70 Buds, say
 71 Effortless 

feeling
 72 Customizable 

crafts site
DOWN
  1 Email 

stealthily
  2 

expect to see 
you here”

  3 
of work?

  4 Barbershop 
quartet 
toppers

  5 Holder of 
spider eggs

  6 Sculpture 
and others

  7 Claim on a 
residence

  8 “Educated” 
memoirist 
Westover

  9 
brother- 
in-law,  
familiarly

 10 “Why ___ you 
ready yet?!”

 11 Still going
 12 Peruvian of 

yore
 13 To the ___ 

degree
 18 Purple berry
 19 Cowboy boot 

attachment
 24 Comedy 

at 30 Rock
 26 Bench press 

targets, 
familiarly

 27 Lost color
 28 

cry
 29 “Whatever, 

go ahead”
 30 Mobster John
 31 Record 

company
 32 Milk source
 34 Singers with 

deep voices
 35 Cropped up
 39 Electoral rout
 41 
 46 Janitorial 

implement

 50 Snowballs, 
for a winter 

 51 
meant to be”

 53 Grounds- 

machine
 55 

Great Lake
 57 Start of a 

Grimm story
 58 March  

Madness org.
 59 Tour de 

France peaks
 61 Pointless to 

discuss
 62 Small army?
 63 Apply, as 

face paint
 64 They stopped 

outselling 

the U.S.
 65 Put to work
 66 Like kids at a 

new school, 
often

4/3

DOWN
  1 Email 

stealthily
  2 

expect to see 
you here”

  3 
of work?

  4 Barbershop 
quartet 
toppers

  5 Holder of 
spider eggs

  6 Sculpture 
and others

  7 Claim on a 
residence

  8 “Educated” 
memoirist 
Westover

  9 
brother- 
in-law,  
familiarly

Weekly   ChallengeWeekly   Challenge
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Wumo                                     Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler

Carpe Diem                                                          Niklas Eriksson

Andy Capp                                                                                        Reg Smythe

Flying McCoys     Glenn McCoy

          Peanuts                                                                                                                            Charles M. Schulz
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B.C.                                                                     Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Crankshaft                                                   Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
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Scott Ketchum, Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton

“i wish you’d make up your mind!
do you want clean hands... or clean towels?”

Dennis the Menace                        Hank Ketchum,

Mother Goose and Grim                                           Mike Peters

Beetle Bailey                               Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker
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Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John ReinerThe Lockhorns

“are trans fats the ones that go 
straight to your hip.”

Bizarro     Dan Piraro and Wayno

Reality Check      Dave Whamond

thursday  Comics
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Garfield                                                                                                               Jim Davis
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Blondie                                                                Chris and Dean Young
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Family Circus                              Bill and Jeff Keane

“Mommy! I like it when somebody
says I look older.”

©2025 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

  Ziggy                      Tom Wilson

Over The Hedge                                        Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus                                                                             Tony Carrilo

Wizard of Id        Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni
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Hagar The Horrible                                                     Dik Browne and Chris Browne
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Marmaduke                   Paul & Brad Anderson

“No, I believe he is a retriever.”
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Popeye                                                                  Bud Sagendorf

popeye.com

Crock                                          Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

thursday Comics

 Close To Home        John McPherson

“At Lego headquarters.”
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ANSWER: Tell it acorn-y joke! ANSWER:Tell it acorn-y joke!

Standards Link: Science: Living things need water, air and resources from the land.

Standards Link: Science: Humans use natural resources for everything they do.

Standards Link: Science: Identify 
natural resources. Language: 

Sort words in alphabetical order.

Look through today’s 
newspaper for five 

facts. List the facts and 
circle any you think are 
fun to know. Whether 
or not the fact is fun or 

not would be your 
opinion.

Fun Facts

I love this because:

I love this because:

I love this because: I love this because:I love this because:

I love this because:

Look at the pictures of the natural resources Earth provides for us.  Put a heart around 
each of the natural resources that you especially love. Under each one, write a sentence 
about how you will care for, conserve and appreciate this resource.

Do the math to find out what the different natural 
resources on this page provide people.

8 + 7
4 + 6
7 + 6
8 + 4
6 + 5
9 + 8

SOME CANDLES
PAPER
PLASTICS
CARDBOARD
GLASS
WOOD

=
=
=
=
=
=

7 + 2
8 + 8
7 + 7
6 + 2
9 + 9
4 + 3

WINDOWS
GASOLINE
COMPUTER CHIPS
MACHINERY
POTS & PANS
WIRE

=
=
=
=
=
=

Beware!
Taking too many 
natural resources 
from the planet 
means we could 
run out of them!

12 =

17 =

10 =

TREES
9 =

14 =

11 =

SAND

13 =

16 =

15 =

OIL

7 =

8 =

18 =

METAL ORES

Put the newspaper in the recycle bin.

Standards Link: Science: Recognize that some resources are renewable and others are nonrenewable.
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AIR
CONSERVE
EARTH
GIFTS
HAPPY
HEART
LOVE
METAL
NATURAL
OIL
ROCKS
RUN
SAND
TREES
WOOD Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 

words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

© 2025 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 41, No. 19

Look through the newspaper and make a list 
of companies in your area. How do natural 
resources help each of these companies?
Standards Link: Science: Identify resources in your community.

Company List
Finish this story:

I love the planet Earth 
because . . .

Love for 
Planet Earth

The noun resource means 
things that are available for 

people to use.

RESOURCE

Try to use the word resource 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

A natural resource is 
something in nature that 
can be used by people.

This week’s word:

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

When you recycle, your used 
items get turned into new 

products.

Fill in the missing vowels in 
each word listed below to 

discover some of the things 
these items can be made 

into after recycling.

n_pk_ns

b_ _ ks

sk_tchb_ _ks

n_wsp_per

binder paper

b_s_b_ll   b_t
a_to   p_rts

an_th_r   c_n
appl_ _nc_s

aluminum cans

sl_ _ ping   b_gs
ski  j_ck_ts

c_rp_t
t_ys

plastic containers

Earth is a planet full of natural 
resources – things that come from 
nature, like trees, water, air, rocks, and 
animals that people can use to help 
them live and make things they need.

These natural resources are kind of like 
Mother Earth’s free gifts!

If people waste these gifts, then these 
natural resources are lost.

Your Neighborhood
It’s what’s most important to you, to your 

kids, to your family. It’s easy to stay on top 
of what is happening around you with the Subscribing is easy. 

Call 313.343.5578
or visit grossepointenews.com

$4 50 Annual subscription, 
delivered weekly with 
24/7 online access

04
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25
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Athlete Of The Week Proudly Sponsored By:

313-822-6633
WWW.EXPERTHEATCOOL.COMEXPERTHEATCOOL

WWW.HEATCRAFTINC.COM

A H E E . J U L I E @ G M A I L . C O M   |   3 1 3 - 3 0 0 - 9 5 2 4

I’m Proud to be 
YOUR LOCAL Agent

Buying or Selling?

040325

Grosse Pointe 
North varsity soft-
ball is a team that 
wants to pride itself 
on pitching and 
defense. Senior 
Elliott Jarvi is one 
of the players at the 
heart of that pride. 
During her years 
with the Norsemen, 
Jarvi has become 
part of the core 
expected to lead the 
team to success this 
spring and she is glad to 
be doing so alongside 
some of her best friends. 

Jarvi is entering the 
2025 season with expec-
tations to be one of 
North’s go-to pitchers 
toeing the rubber. One 
of the most demanding 
positions on the entire 
diamond, Jarvi fell in 
love with pitching 
quickly after she began 
playing softball nearly a 
decade ago and has 
become more and more 
comfortable at the posi-
tion with each game.

“The minute I was able 
to pitch in Little League, 
I took the opportunity to 
learn how to pitch,” she 
said. “... Normally, when 
I walk onto the mound, I 
know the girls behind 
me will always back me 
up. I’ve been playing 

with all the girls behind 
me for quite a few years. 
I go into it with a posi-
tive mindset.”

Last season, Jarvi 
helped North win a dis-
trict championship with 
her arm, pitching in the 
district fi nal. She hopes 
she can do the same this 
spring and more, as the 
Norsemen look to return 
to and build upon the 
success of the 2023 sea-
son, Jarvi’s sophomore 
year, when the team 
reached the state quar-

terf inals in 
Division 1. 

Jarvi and a 
few of her fel-
low seniors on 
th is  year ’ s 
North team 
were part of 
t h a t  2 0 2 3 
squad.  The 
chemistry she 
has with her 
t e a m m a t e s , 
both new ones 
a n d  t e a m -
mates  with 
whom she has 
played softball 
f o r  m a n y 

years, is something in 
which Jarvi takes pride. 
She also sees it as one of 
the keys to another 
strong season for herself 
and the entire team on 
the diamond.

“We’re all very tal-
ented and I think our 
roster is really stacked,” 
Jarvi said. “I’ve played 
softball with a lot of 
these girls and couldn’t 
do it without them, so I 
think we’re set up for a 
pretty successful sea-
son.”

While Jarvi is proud of 
what her teammates can 
do in the field behind 
her while she’s pitching, 
she also wants to help 
out both the team and 
herself when it comes to 
providing run support 
on offense. Jarvi has 
known her skills at the 
plate could use some 
improvement and it was 
the main focus of her 
offseason in the buildup 
to her senior year with 
North. 

Jarvi has been work-
ing with her coaches 
since the high school 
season ended last year 
to help herself become a 
more confident hitter. 
She hopes everything 
she has put in will result 
in her moving up in the 
lineup and helping sup-
port her team on more 
than just defense.

“I’ve really improved 
on my hitting because 
my travel coach is also 
my hitting coach,” she 
said. “I’m excited to see 
where I can be in the 
lineup this season and 
how that translates to 
the field and I’m also 
always working on 
pitching.”

While she hopes to 
keep improving in any 
way she can on the fi eld, 
her attitude and effort 
off the field as well is 
something that North’s 
coaches feel has become 

invaluable. 
“Elliott brings a spark 

to the team every day,” 
North varsity softball 
head coach Ron Smith 
said. “Her personality is 
special, she is free-spir-
ited and full of life. She 
showed everyone last 
year that she has the 
determination and drive 
to put the team on her 
shoulders and do what 
needs to be done. (She 
is) a great player that 
every coach would love 
to have.”

Regardless of what 

this season holds for 
Jarvi and the Norsemen, 
she knows she wants to 
savor every moment in 
green and gold with her 
teammates. She is also 
focused on continuing to 
grow and enhance her 
skills as she prepares for 
the next phase of her 
co l leg ia te  so f tba l l 
career. 

Earlier this year, Jarvi 
signed her letter of 
intent to play NCAA 
Division III softball at 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Jarvi steps into role as one of 
North softball’s top pitching arms

ATH ETE

Elliott JarviElliott Jarvi

Sponsored by Expert Heating & Cooling

School: Grosse Pointe North
Sport: Softball

Epic Elliott
•  Pitched in 20 games for North softball in 

2024, including district championship win 

•  Three-year varsity player with North softball 

•  Committed to play college softball at 
University of Olivet

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Jarvi winds up to deliver a pitch for the Norsemen 
during last season’s Division 1 district champion-
ship game against Lakeview.

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 

See ATHLETE, page 6D

Baseball teams spring into action
Last week, the varsity baseball teams from Grosse Pointe South, above, and University Liggett School, top, took the opportunity to prepare for the upcoming 
season and have some fun in the sun during a spring break trip to Florida. The Blue Devils and Knights spent the week training and competing in exhibition 
games hosted by IMG Academy in Bradenton, Fla. Both teams returned to Michigan this week to begin the regular season.  Liggett opened the season after press 
time Tuesday, April 1, at home against Ann Arbor Father Gabriel Richard. South also started the season Tuesday, April 1, when the team hosted Fraser.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ERIN DILODOVICO AND JAY RICCI
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Village of Grosse Pointe Shores,
A Michigan City

795 Lake Shore Road
Grosse Pointe Shores, MI 48236

313-881-6565

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
A public hearing will be held at 7 p.m., on Tuesday, April 
15, 2025 before the Grosse Pointe Shores City Council 
sitting as the Zoning Board of Appeals, Council Chambers at  
795 Lake Shore Rd.
  The petitioner at 671 Lake Shore Rd. is requesting  

the following:
  Approval of a Lot Division

  The Petitioner at 50 Moorland is requesting  
the following:

  A variance request for a pool in the side-yard setback

  The Petitioner at 505 Lake Shore Rd. is requesting  
the following:

  A variance request for a pool in the easement

At the March 25, 2025 Planning Commission meeting, the 
Commission recommended to approve the petitioners’ requests.

Plans of the proposed projects are available for your viewing 

normal business hours Monday through Friday between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Bruce Nichols,
City Clerk

Published: Grosse Pointe News: 4/3/25

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Grosse Pointe Woods 
Planning Commission, under the provisions of Public Act 110 of 
2006, MCL 125.3101 as amended, and Grosse Pointe Woods City 
Code of 2022 Chapter 50, Article 7, Section 50-7.15, will hold a 
Public Hearing on Tuesday, April 22 at 7:00 p.m., at City Hall in the 
Council Chamber/Courtroom (located at 20025 Mack Plaza Drive, 
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236) for the purpose of considering a 
rezoning of 20160 Mack Avenue (Parcel ID 400090010001000) from 

commercial uses. 

All interested persons are invited to attend and will be given 
opportunity for public comment. The public may appear in person 
or be represented by counsel. Written comments will be received in 

Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services at 

at 313-343-2440 seven days prior to the meeting. The agenda and 
pertinent documents will be available at www.gpwmi.us.
For additional project information, contact the Building and Planning 
Department at 313-343-2426 or e-mail building@gpwmi.us.

 Paul P. Antolin
 City Clerk

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

G.P.N.:04/03/25

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
POLICE DEPARTMENT

WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN
NOTICE

 AUCTION OF 
IMPOUNDED/ABANDONED VEHICLES

Pursuant to PA 104, an auction will be held on 
APRIL 16, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. at Woods Towing, located 
at 22755 Lexington, East Pointe, MI, 48021 The following 
impounded/abandoned vehicles will be auctioned:

2003 JEEP LIBERTY ................... 1J4GL48K93W615712
2013 CHRYSLER TWN &CO ..... 2C4RC1G4DR815567
2017 JEEP RENEGADE .............. ZACCJABB1HPF16761
2022 PRATT TRAILER ............... 1P9UT1723NN343469
1999 CHEVY TAHOE .................. 1GNEK13R8XJ340525
2008 FORD FUSION .................... 3FAHP08ZXR237033
2012 CHEVY MALIBU ................ 1G1ZC5EU5CF380681
2020 MITSUBISHI OUTLAND .. JA4AD2A33LZ046851
2012 CHRYSLER TWN & CO .... 2C4RC1CG5CR401714
2012 FORD ESCAPE.................... 1FMCU9E70CKA70405
2016 GMC TERRAIN................... 2GKFLVE32G6122799
2012 CADILLAC SRX ................. 3GYFNFE30CS614734
2005 CHEVY TRAILBLZR ......... 1GNDT13S752227796
2002 HONDA ODYSSEY ............. 5FNRL186X2B020693
2006 SATURN ION ....................... 1G8AJ55X6Z112637
2003 FORD TAURUS ................... 1FAFP56S93G115094
1995 GMC YUKON ...................... 3GKEK18KXSG501945
2003 PONTIAC MONTANA ........ 1GMDX03E83D175822
1999 PONTIAC MONTANA ........ 1GMDX03E6XD10392
2007 SATURN ION ....................... 1G8AZ55F67Z205147
1993 MERCURY MARQUIS ....... 2MELM75W5PX642392
1997 CHEVY LUMINA ................ 2G1WL52M9V1131303
1995 FORD THUNDERBIRD ..... 1FALP62WXSH193278
1997 CHEVY LUMINA ................ 2G1WL52M1V1187218
1995 CHEVY IMPALA ................. 1G1BL52P2SR146737
2021 PRATT IND TRAILER ....... 1P9UT1720MN343122

The above vehicles can be viewed 1/2 hour prior to the 

check only. Cars listed may be pulled or released prior to the 
auction by the Harper Woods Police Department.

Lt. Thomas Teatsorth 

A copy of this notice can be viewed on www.harperwoodscity.org 
under Public Notices.

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH
Grosse Pointe South varsity girls tennis is hitting the court feeling 

excited for what success might come this spring. The Blue Devils return 
a good amount of players who had a big impact on last year’s team, which 
won the regional championship, while also adding a freshman who joins 
the team with high expectations.

That freshman is Dalina Kokoshi, who is going to take the team’s No. 
1 singles spot this season. Senior Olivia Kowal will play at the No. 2 sin-
gles spot with her younger sister, sophomore Charlotte Kowal, at No. 3 
singles, while senior Maddy Youngblood will be at No. 4 singles. 

The Blue Devils also are looking for strong contributions in doubles 
play. Leading the way will be the No. 1 doubles pair of Taylor Lewis and 
Kailtyn Strong, who was an All-State player last season.

Overall, South is hoping to end this year once again at the top of the 
region and make a run for the Division 2 state title. What the Blue Devils 
hope carry them to those goals is the team’s experience on the court, even 
with a freshman taking over such a large role in the top singles spot.

“(Kokoshi) has more match experience than maybe the rest of the team 
combined, so that doesn’t hurt us,” South girls tennis coach Mark 
Sobieralski said. “We have three of our other four singles players back, 
so we’ve got a lot of depth and experience. … Division 2 is really tough. 
We took seventh in the state last year and it’s going to be tough to move 
up even.”

South begins the season Saturday, April 5, by hosting a quad match at 
the Elworthy Field tennis courts at 8 a.m.

Girls Tennis

PHOTO BY ELIZA HIX

Grosse Pointe South girls tennis celebrates its 2024 regional championship vic-
tory, a milestone it hopes to repeat in 2025.

UNIVERSITY LIGGETT
This spring’s University Liggett School varsity girls tennis team is all 

about youth. The Knights enter the season without any seniors on the 
roster, being led by a few juniors and sophomores with a large incoming 
class of freshmen joining the team. 

The Knights have some talented players returning from last year’s 
lineup, with Audrey DiDio and Nina Shanidze being looked upon to help 
lead the way. The team also expects freshman Sonya Jayakar to step in 
and have an impact right out of the gate. 

Liggett will be challenged in its Catholic League schedule this year and 
in some strong non-league matchups throughout the spring. The team 
knows there may be some growing pains it has to endure with such a 
young roster, but the coaches are confi dent the unity and chemistry the 
girls already are displaying in practices ahead of the season will help 
everyone remember that winning is only part of the game.

“One thing that I’ve been impressed with is the team spirit and unity,” 
Liggett girls tennis head coach Jeff Collins said. “Tennis is basically an 
individual sport, but it’s unique because you get the chance to play for a 
team and the team comes fi rst. They’re very supportive of each other and 
cheer on each other and that positive spirit is going to make this season 
really enjoyable.”

The Knights start the season Friday, April 4, hosting St. Catherine of 
Siena at 4:30 p.m.

GROSSE POINTE NORTH
The Grosse Pointe North varsity girls tennis team is approaching the 

2025 season as a time to get its youthful roster ready for the future. While 
the Norsemen do have a few experienced players returning this spring 
ready to make an impact on the court, the team has a large group of new 
players joining the program for the fi rst time. 

Some of the experienced players back for another year include sopho-
more Laila Aslam, who is expected to take the No. 1 singles spot this sea-
son after being an individual regional champion last spring. Also expected 
to take on major roles are fellow sophomores Aakansha Nagori and 
Emma Dombrowski. 

Sophomores, juniors and some freshmen make up the bulk of the roster 
this year for North, who again will compete in the MAC Red Division. The 
large amount of youth on this year’s team might take time to develop into 

the talented players the coaches believe they 
can be, but North hopes some success this year 
will be a good sign for years to come.

“We’re super excited about the team this 
year,” said North girls tennis coach John 
VanAlst. “We’re a very young team and we’re 
very excited for that. We have 15 players ros-
tered this year and only fi ve are returners from 
last year’s squad.”

North begins the season on the road this 
Saturday, April 5, with a quad match at Mason 
High School against Mason, Allegan and Parma 
Western.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON PROPOSED

2025 SINGLE LOT ASSESSMENT ROLL
The City Council of the City of Grosse Pointe, Michigan, 
17147 Maumee Avenue, Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48230, 
313-885-5800, will hold a Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m. on 
Monday, April 21, 2025 on the proposed 2025 City Single 
Lot Assessment Roll.   Copies of the Single Lot Assessment 
Roll will be available for public inspection during regular 
business hours at the City Hall Building (17147 Maumee) 
beginning April 18, 2025.

Christopher Hardenbrook, 
GPN: 4/3/25                                                                                   City Clerk

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Liggett junior Audrey 
DiDio returns a shot in a 
match last season 
against Regina.
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NOTICE OF LAST DAY FOR FILING NOMINATING
PETITIONS FOR CITY OFFICES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to the City Charter and the Michigan Election Law 

One (1) MAYOR
Three (3) COUNCILMEMBERS

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF GROSSE POINTE, MICHIGAN 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
MONDAY APRIL 21, 2025, 7:00 PM

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN in accordance with the provisions of Public Act No. 110 of 2006 
the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, as amended, and the Grosse Pointe City Code, that the 
Grosse Pointe Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a public hearing as noticed above at 7:00 pm at 
the Grosse Pointe Council Chambers at 17145 Maumee Avenue, Grosse Pointe, MI. The Zoning 
Board of Appeals will conduct a public hearing considering the following items(s), in brief:

 1.  Consideration of the request of Michael Aubrey regarding the property located at 17449 
E. Jefferson Avenue (Parcel No. 37-005-05-0029-001) for a variance from Section Sec. 
90-237. Permitted Uses of the City of Grosse Pointe Zoning Ordinances, which stipulates 

 
 

the City of Grosse Pointe Zoning Ordinances. 

Public comment is welcome. If you are unable to attend the hearing, written comments will be 
accepted until 12:00 noon on April 21, 2025. Public comments can be mailed to City Hall or sent 
via email to city@grossepointecity.org. If further information is needed, please contact Grosse 

Christopher M. Hardenbrook, 
GPN: 4/3/25 City Clerk

grossepointenews.com/athlete-of-the-week

ATHLETE
F THEWEE

Do you know an outstanding high school athlete? 
Nominate them for Athlete of the Week and put 

them in the running for Athlete of the Year.
All weekly winners will be invited to the end of year Athlete of the Year 

Awards Gala – with top athletes winning scholarships!
Submit online at:

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH
The Grosse Pointe South varsity girls lacrosse 

team is hitting the fi eld for a new season with 
plenty of experience back for another year with the 
Blue Devils. While the team has a few standout fresh-
men and sophomores, experienced juniors anchor 
this year’s team with some senior leadership as 
well.

This year’s captains, who also are expected to be 
some of the team’s top performers, include juniors 
Lyla Hampton and Elizabeth Petz, along with 
seniors Soleil Rodriguez and Scout Webber. Those 
four make up part of the core of this Blue Devils 
team and have been playing at the varsity level 
together for a while. The bond they have formed 
over past seasons should be one of the team’s 
biggest strengths going into this spring.

“They all get along really well and I 
think that bodes well for our team 
chemistry,” South girls 
lacrosse coach Shaun 
Hampton said. “... 
They’ll play as a team out on the fi eld and if they play as a 
team out on the fi eld, then they’ll have some success. Our biggest 
strength is that camaraderie and the relationships the girls have with 
each other.”

Strong chemistry will play a major factor as the Blue Devils try to nav-
igate the MAC and a challenging non-league schedule. The team already 
faced one of its toughest opponents of the year, Detroit Country Day, in 
the season opener before spring break March 20, with South losing 17-4. 
This season, South also takes on crosstown foe University Liggett, as well 
as Northville and Troy as part of its schedule. 

The Blue Devils may not quite be sure where they will be in a couple of 
months when the season is coming to an end, but they hope to be deep in 
the postseason. To get there, the coaches want the players to focus on 
taking everything in stride.

“One game at a time and one day at a time,” Hampton said. “My goal 
for the girls is for them to get 1 percent better every single day and put 
the work in to see if we can go do something special.”

South returned from spring break to face Troy after press time 
Wednesday, April 2. The Blue Devils are in action again on the road 
Monday, April 7, traveling to Troy Athens.

UNIVERSITY LIGGETT
After reaching double-digit wins last season, the University Liggett 

School varsity girls lacrosse team is ready to hit the fi eld this spring to 
build on that success. The Knights have much of last year’s lineup return-
ing this spring and believe they have the right mix of talent and chemistry 
to collect plenty of wins. 

The core of this year’s team is comprised of seniors and juniors, almost 
all of whom have played signifi cant roles on the team for years, even since 
they were freshmen. Liggett’s coaches are confi dent this experienced 
group understands the program’s culture and each other well enough to 
carry the Knights far this spring.

“I think our biggest overall strength is our athleticism and team chem-
istry,” Liggett girls lacrosse coach Amanda Amine said. “This group of 
girls is tight-knit and really wants to build off of last year’s success this 
season. They’re hardworking and push each other to be better each day.”

Juniors and seniors are expected to make signifi cant contributions on 
offense this year. Seniors Aliya Abraham and Fiona Sierens, along with 
juniors Olivia Marcero, Avery Welsh and Madeline Hexter, are among the 
prominent names to watch. The Knights also anticipate freshman Antonia 
Randazzo making an immediate impact. On defense, Liggett will be sup-
ported by senior Sophia Secco, junior Reese Macek and sophomore 
Morgan Johnson. 

This group of Knights will have their work cut out for them this season. 
Liggett once again will have to fi ght its way through a tough Catholic 
League schedule to win a league title. The Knights also have set them-
selves up with some challenging non-league games against teams like 
Birmingham and crosstown foes Grosse Pointe North and Grosse Pointe 
South. 

“Our team goal this year is to win the CHSL Championship and our 
biggest competition is Ann Arbor Father Gabriel Richard, who has won 
this championship multiple years in a row,” Amine said. “Liggett’s 
lacrosse program has continued to improve over the past few years 

and I wanted to make our non-league schedule more competitive this 
year to refl ect that.”

Liggett opened the season after press time Wednesday, April 2, with a 
game on the road against Regina. The team takes the fi eld again Monday, 
April 7, hosting St. Catherine at 4:30 p.m.

GROSSE POINTE NORTH
Grosse Pointe North varsity girls lacrosse has another season ahead 

where it looks to continue building the program’s reputation. This spring, 
the Norsemen will be led by a group of veterans who are back for another 
year to lead the team to new heights while also mentoring the next gen-
eration of Norsemen. 

Among that group of returning veterans are senior Josie Cueter, fresh 
off of being named 2025 Miss Hockey for her achievements on the ice 
with North varsity girls hockey this winter, along with fellow seniors 
Angelina Vasilos and Piper Marshall. Senior goalie Brooke Thomas also 
is expected to play a key role in giving strength and stability to the 
Norsemen in the net. 

North will battle its way through the MAC and other non-league chal-
lenges throughout the spring. The Norsemen know that while they may 
not always end up in the win column this season, the goal is to continue 
building the program and doing so by embracing the spirit of teamwork.

“We’re defi nitely still trying to build up,” North girls lacrosse coach 
Emily Turnbull said. “... We try to get out there and have fun and make 
the most of it. … We aim to have a good time and have good sportsman-
ship and that’s really the biggest thing for them. And they have a really 
good team chemistry in terms of that.”

North opened the season Tuesday, April 1, after press time, with a road 
game at Eisenhower. The Norsemen take the fi eld at home Thursday, 
April 3, against Lakeview at 5:30 p.m.

b
t

  PHOTO BY
                     MIKE ADZIMA

       Scout Webber

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Angelina Vasilos, pictured in a game last spring against Grosse Pointe South, is 
one of North girls lacrosse’s returning senior leaders for the 2025 season.
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GROSSE POINTE SOUTH
The Grosse Pointe South varsity boys golf team is coming into this sea-

son with two main goals in mind: growth and development. 
The Blue Devils have some experienced golfers joining the roster again 

this year, but are seeing this season as a chance for everyone to grow 
and improve throughout the spring, to put the team in position to 
contend for both a league title and at regionals. 

“This is going to be a year of development,” South boys golf coach 
Bobby Mitchell said. “... We’re going with a roster that is almost 
75 percent new. It’s very important for our players to begin 
to develop what high school golf is all about right now. 
We’re going to be putting them in situations where 
the lights have never been on them before and we 
want them to be able to understand. By the end of 
the year, when it comes time for regionals, we want to 
be in a position to make a run at states, but most of all, this is a year 
that’s heavily about experience.”

Expected to lead the way for South are sophomore captains Charlie 
Thomas and Ben Bieri. While there is plenty of youth in this year’s team, 
the Blue Devils still have some senior leaders, including Wyatt Hepner, 
Luca Parlangeli and Lucas Bower, who will be looking to post low 
scores as well. Freshman Marty Wayman also has raised eyebrows 
on the team going into the season and is expected to make strong 
contributions on the scorecard right away. 

South begins the season with a rivalry match against Grosse 
Pointe North Thursday, April 10, at Gowanie Golf Club. 

GROSSE POINTE NORTH
As the new spring season begins, things are going to look pretty dif-

ferent on the course for the Grosse Pointe North varsity boys golf team 
this season. The Norsemen had seven seniors from last year’s team 
graduate and only have a couple of seniors on this year’s team, so there 
are going to be plenty of new faces trying to make their mark on the 
course. 

One of the very few senior leaders on this year’s team is Colin Smith, 
who is entering his fourth season of varsity golf with North. Smith 

will be expected to lead both on and off the course and could be 
the Norsemen’s best chance at having a presence at the state 
fi nals to end the spring. 

“I expect him to do well this year and qualify for a state spot,” 
North boys golf coach James Hansiger said. “Every year, he’s 
improved and I see that again this year.”

While the Norsemen see Smith as one golfer whose name could 
consistently be toward the top of the leaderboard, there are plenty 
more they are looking to make an impact. Sophomores Paul 

Howe, Charlie Mueller and Tyler Collins are all expected to make 
big improvements heading into the season. Former lacrosse 
player turned golfer Evan Michalski also is being looked at as a 
strong contender. 

North hopes those leaders can post good scores and fi nish high 
on the leaderboard in some of its biggest matches of the season. 
Those include two meetings with rival Grosse Pointe South on 

April 10 and May 1, and matchups throughout the season against 
the rest of the MAC Red Division as the Norsemen seek a league 
title. 

North begins the season Wednesday, April 9, with a match 
against Detroit Cass Tech at Lochmoor Club.

Boys Golf

UNIVERSITY LIGGETT
University Liggett School varsity boys golf comes into the 2025 season 

with what it believes might be the deepest team the school has had in 
quite some time. The Knights have 15 players on this year’s roster, with 
a mix of returning standouts and new golfers ready to make an impact 
right away. 

Leading the way for Liggett this year is the pair of senior captains 
made up of Charlie Cooksey and Steve McMahon. Both are expected to 
consistently be near the top of the leaderboard for the Knights through-
out the spring with the host of experience they bring to the table. 

The Knights also hope that other talented players such as Charlie 
Laethem and Blake Shock can also consistently post low scores. Nikko 
Cooksey, Peter Laethem, Cameron Stapleton and Jackson Miller are 
some of the younger additions to the team this year that Liggett hopes 
will begin developing into the next generation of talented Knights golf-
ers. 

The Knights begin the season Saturday, April 5, with a match against 
Ann Arbor Greenhills at Washtenaw Golf Club. COURTESY PHOTO

Liggett boys golf captains Charlie Cooksey, left, and Steve McMahon.
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CUSTOM PAINTING
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
RESTORATION
CUSTOM CARPENTRY
WOOD REPAIR & REPLACEMENT
PLASTER & DRYWALL REPAIRS
POWER WASHING
FLOOR EPOXY

PPainting

~ All Work Guaranteed ~~ All Work Guaranteed ~

Since 1965

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

119 TRANSPORTATION /
TRAVEL

586-267-5941

AIRPORT
SHUTTLE!

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

202 HELP WANTED
CLERICAL / OFFICE

You
Have

Heard?

FASTER

313-882-6900

Work For You

(313)882-6900 x4

(313)882-6900 ext. 1
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800 REAL ESTATE

TLC NEEDED
4674 Three Mile Dr.
 3 bedroom, 1 1/2

bath Colonial,
1,865 sq. ft.

AS IS
$150,000/
negotiable.

SELLER MOTIVATED!
Agent

Joanne Goolsby
(313)729-3032

By appointment.

801 COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS

COMMERCIAL
BUILDING

near 9 Mile/ Harper.
Approx. 1,600 sq. ft.

Good as New.
Up front offices and

warehouse,
parking, $179,900.
Brokers welcomed.

Land contract
considered. Quick

occupancy.
(313)618-5650 or

tkpointes@gmail.com

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS
2 BEDROOM
2 1/2 bath

on St. Clair,
basement,

2 car garage,
back up generator,

1,700 sq. ft.
No pets,

good credit.
1 year lease

$1,500.00 a month
plus security

$1,500.00
Available April 15.

(586)212-0995

720 ROOMS FOR RENT

HARPER WOODS
2 rooms for rent,
access to entire
house, laundry

facilities, appliances
and more.

$400 per room.
(989)965-6513

711 GARAGES / MINI
STORAGE FOR RENT

LOOKING
for garage to rent in
Grosse Pointe area

for classic car.
Needs to be dry,
secure and with

intermittent
access during
daytime hours.
248)797-4020

716 OFFICE / COMMERCIAL 
FOR RENT

PROFESSIONAL
OFFICES FOR LEASE

IN THE VILLAGE
One, Two and Three
room office space
available ranging
from 290 sq. ft. to
1,100 sq. ft. is size
and $580 to $2,110

per month rent.
CALL (313)881-2205

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

BEAUTIFUL
fully furnished
one bedroom
apartment on

Windmill Pointe.
Private entrance,
private parking,

pool and
lake privileges.

All utilities included.
$2,450 a month.
 (313)701-7993

Property For Rent

907 BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
Basement

Waterproofing
313-886-8088
911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

ACES AROUND
CONSTRUCTION,

LLC
30+ YEARS

EXPERIENCE
All types of roofing,

rough carpentry
(garages, decks

additions)
siding, gutters,

concrete.
Ask for Richard
(586)822-2021

MICHIGAN
RESIDENTIAL

BUILDER
•No Gimmicks

•No Drama
•No Regrets

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

KITCHEN & BATH
RENOVATIONS

Fast turnaround on
custom cabinetry

and built- ins.
Handyman services

available.
 Woods Building

David Kien
(313)882-8069

Licensed & Insured

SAFE STEP
North America's
#1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive

lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line
installation and

service.
Now featuring our

FREE shower
package and

$1,600 Off for a
limited time!
Call today!

Financing available.
Call Safe Step

1(855)861-4501

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling
Unwanted Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean Outs
•Basement/

  Garage Clean Out
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER • WINDOW
CLEANING

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

941 HOARDING

BACKGROUND
CHECKED
 BONDED
 INSURED

 www.cleanup
 clearout.com

 •Clutter •Debris
 •Hoarding

 •Estate Clean Outs
 Medium, Large,
 Extremely Large

 Projects
 5 to 30 Yard

 Driveway Safe
 Dumpsters
 Available

 (313)886-3330
 Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER
AFFORDABLE

 NEXT DAY
SERVICE.

Gardener serving
the finest

Grosse Pointe
homes since 1979.

Provencal,
Lake Shore
experience.

Spring clean up,
 weeding, edge

beds, cultivating,
planting,

rose pruning,
ornamental tree/

shrub care,
trimming,

mulch, much more.
Complete yard care,

residential and
condominiums.

Licensed, insured.
Ron, (313)377-1467

BRYS
LAWN & SNOW LLC

Spring cleanup,
weekly cutting,
bush trimming,

weeding.
Free quotes.

Established 1986.
Jim Sr.

(586)804-2186

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB
Tree Removal/

Trimming
Stump Grinding

FREE ESTIMATES
45% OFF SPRING

DISCOUNTS
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

* FIREWOOD *
AVAILABLE
25 Years

(586)216-0904
davestreeandshrub.

com

Jose's
Landscaping

Services
Power wash patios.
Brick patio repair,

installation
and sealer.

Landscape, mulch
and sod.

Shrub trimming.
Spring and Fall

Clean- up.
Garden

Maintenance.
(313)207-3276

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

POINTES
LANDSCAPING LLC

 Serving the
eastside full service

landscaping for
10+ years!

 Fully insured and
Free estimates!

 Weekly cut, edge,
and blow starting at

Just $35.
 Call Josh at

(313)407-6523

Serving Grosse
Pointe and the

surrounding areas.
Spring Cleanup
Lawn Service

Aeration
Mulch & More!

Call or Text:
Johnny Harrison
(313)550-3585

944 GUTTERS

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Handyman Service
Electrical - Plumbing

Carpentry

945 HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

We're your
"TO DO"

list handymen!
Let us help you with

any plumbing,
electrical,

carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is

GREEN, cost and
energy efficient.

Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC

can insulate
your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commercial
INSULATION

 EXPERTS
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

FREE ESTIMATES
 Interior/Exterior
 Commercial &

Residential
 313.882.9234

JOHN’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
 drywall, cracks,

windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

 insurance work.
 All work

guaranteed
 G. P. References
 License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

960 ROOFING SERVICES

RR CODDENS
Family since 1924

(313)886-5565
(313)550-6602

Licensed•Builder•Insured

Re-Roofs ~ Tear Offs
Flat Roofs

Chimney Repair

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

OLDER HOME
SPECIALIST

Free Estimates
Decades of
experience

working in the
Pointes.

ROOFING,
Chimney repairs

and masonry,
siding,

and repairs.
(313)354-2955
donparadowski

@yahoo.com

Residential
Commercial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

Directory of ServiceS
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

207 HELP WANTED SALES

ESTABLISHED,
family- owned

company is
growing!

Seeking account
executives for
advertising and
our new digital

marketing services.
Please send

your resume and
cover letter to

jobs@bluebook.ws

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

RETIRED RN
looking for

caregiver position in
the Grosse Pointes.
Resume available
with references
(313)720-5553

CITA ANGELS
HOME CARE

Caregiver services.
24 hour care. We
assist in cooking,
cleaning, bathing/
grooming, doctor's

appointments,
errands, etc.

Accepting
medicaid payments.

1(866)54-ANGEL

312 SITUATION WANTED
ORGANIZING

DUCKS IN A ROW
De-cluttering and
organizing your
home! Closets,

basements,
whole house.
Organize your
paper clutter.

Home information,
notebooks,

Medical journals,
memory albums.

Becky Schlaff
(313)580-2528
Susan Mason
(313)910-9705

schlaffb@
comcast.net
rwmason@

comcast.net

406 ESTATE SALES

406 ESTATE SALES

Estate Clean Out
Specialist

since 2007.
First Responder,
Senior, Veteran

Discounts Available
Background Check,
Bonded, Insured.

Call for your
Free Estimate
 (313)886-3330
www.cleanup
clearout.com

MJ'S ESTATE SALES
presents

Grosse Pointe
Woods estate
featuring fine

artwork, antiques,
household,
furniture,

collectibles and
sports memorabilia.

April 3, 4, 5.
Thursday, Friday

10- 4.
Saturday, 10- 2.

1098 S Brys

SERVICING
the

GROSSE POINTES
and

Surrounding Areas
Call for a

Free Estimate.
(313)214-7936

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

611 TRUCKS

GOOD RUNNING
used truck,

1997 GMC 1500
4x4, 177,00 miles,

recent tune- up
and brakes. $4,000.

(586)822-2021

See Classifieds for more details

Yard & Estate Sale Map

THIS WEEK: 1.  1098 S. Brys, GPW = ESTATE SALE

= YARD SALE

1

Classified Advertising
313-882-6900 ext 4 (313)882-6900 ext. 1

(313)882-6900 ext. 1
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Track & Field
2025Spring Sports Previews��

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH GIRLS
A new track and fi eld season has arrived for the Blue Devils as Grosse 

Pointe South varsity girls track and fi eld is bringing one of its biggest 
teams in program history into this spring. The Blue Devils have more than 
80 athletes on the roster, including 25 freshmen, and are confi dent in their 
depth across all events throughout the season. 

One of the biggest positives South feels like it has going into the season 
is the strength of its returning athletes. The Blue Devils have eight of their 
top 10 scorers returning from last year’s team, giving them a sense of expe-
rience and confi dence heading into the new campaign. 

“This experience is providing the perfect example of hard work and 
enthusiasm for our new team members,” South girls track and fi eld head 
coach Steve Zaranek said. “Team support, across the board, has been 
superb.” 

Two of the top scorers from last year returning to the track for South 
this season are juniors Morgan Duff and Evie Wodsisz. Seniors Sarah 
Koval and Chloe Caulfi eld are expected to lead the Blue Devils in the dis-
tance races after both had strong cross-country seasons in the fall. Also 
back this year is two-time state fi nalist in discus Olivia Barba. Seniors 
Adelina Parikh and Ella Hugh will lead the team in hurdle races and the 
team’s top sprinters should be fellow seniors Molly Reynolds and Jamison 
Diamond. 

With the new season ready to begin, South is looking to compete for 
championships in the MAC White Division and at regionals on the road to 
the state fi nals. While the team’s depth and returning talent could be 
enough to get there, everyone within the Blue Devils knows it will take a 
full team effort to achieve.

“Our team thrives on mutual support,” 
Zaranek said. “It is always our No. 1 objective. 
With it, the girls excel. Without it, perfor-
mances are meaningless. Our team is so good at 
this vital aspect of being great teammates.”

South’s season starts Thursday, April 3, when 
the team hosts a tri-meet with Warren Mott and 
Bloomfi eld Hills.

GROSSE POINTE NORTH GIRLS
Things may look a bit different for Grosse Pointe North varsity track and fi eld 

this spring. The Norsemen graduated several seniors from last year’s team and 
are coming into the new season with several new athletes, some of whom are 
upperclassmen transitioning to track and fi eld for the fi rst time. While there are 
always uncertainties when it comes to having a roster with less experience, the 
Norsemen are hopeful they can unlock some hidden talent within this year’s 
squad. 

While there are plenty of new faces on this year’s North team, there is still a 
solid core of returning athletes who are expected to step up and lead. Among 
them are senior captains Mimi Trupiano and Dene McCall, who are going to play 
major roles, especially in the relays and some sprint races. Juniors Lilliana Ivanaj, 
Nia Ruiz, Avery Boutell and Cassidy Finley all have been named captains as well. 

Ivanaj will be looked to for high scores in the long jump and high jump. Ruiz 
is the team’s top returning thrower, while Boutell and Finley are expected to make 
big contributions in mid-distance events and relays. Other notable names to 
watch include senior Ashlei Anatalio, junior Quinn Notebaert and sophomores 
Adirana Pearson, Kayli Johnson and Maliyah Jones. 

The Norsemen hope the combination of new and returning talent can lead to 
success in the MAC White and at regionals. The most important thing, in the 
team’s eyes, is improving day by day and helping set up the program for contin-
ued success in the future. 

“We would, of course, like to score as high as possible in the White Division 
both in terms of dual meet record and fi nishing place at the division meet,” North 

girls track and fi eld coach Diane Montgomery said. 
“Obviously, we’d like to qualify as many as possible 
to the state fi nals this year. With so many new faces, 
I’d like to just make sure they all have a successful 

and fun season.”
North started the season after press time Tuesday, 

April 1, with a meet against South Lake. The 
Norsemen host Eisenhower at home on Monday, 
April 7.

GROSSE POINTE NORTH BOYS
With over 80 athletes on the team this year, Grosse Pointe North varsity boys 

track and fi eld is hopeful that plenty of depth can also lead to plenty of good 
results as the new spring season begins. The Norsemen have their sights set 
on winning the MAC White Division championship, fi nishing near the top of 
the region and having a strong presence at the state fi nals, and the enthusiasm 
is already building. 

“Practices have been going well this year,” North boys track and fi eld coach 
Eric Eplin said ahead of the start of the season. “We have a large team this year 
with just over 80 athletes. A lot of new athletes who bring a lot of energy and 
life to the team.”

Leading the way this year are some of the team’s captains including Martez 
Jones, Phil Prost, Paul Stephens, Sam Parish, Jack Ryan and Malcom Ridgeway.

The Norsemen are hopeful to get top fi nishes at big meets like the MAC 
White Championship, the Woodhaven Warrior Invitational and of course the 
regional championship meet when the season comes to an end. 

North’s season kicked off Tuesday, April 1, after press time with a meet 
against South Lake. The Norsemen race at home Monday, April 7, hosting 
Stevenson at 4 p.m.

GROSSE POINTE SOUTH BOYS
The varsity boys track and fi eld team from Grosse Pointe South is ready 

to hit the ground running this season. 
Last season, the Blue Devils sent three athletes to the state fi nals and 

the team is looking forward to building on that and sending even more to 
states this spring, while also having its eyes on winning titles in the divi-
sion and region. 

“I’m blessed to coach a sport that allows everyone to compete, so there 
are so many eager young men ready to get to it,” South boys track and 
fi eld coach Mark Sonnenberg said. “The boys that have decided to join 
us have brought fresh enthusiasm, perhaps some of the best I have seen.”

South does have a strong core of returning athletes from last season, 
including senior captain distance runner Jack Martin. Tethyan McKenzie, 
Eddie Shall and Onction Zape all look to be poised for strong seasons as 
well. Jaiden Spratt is expected to lead in the long jump and high jump as 
well as the sprint relays. Conrad Squitieri is another name to watch, as 
he looks to compete for the state title in the discus. 

The Blue Devils will compete in the MAC White Division this season. 
They hope to make their fi rst season in the division count by winning a 
league championship and know that every dual meet will be important; 
however, perhaps the biggest event on the schedule for South this season 
is one it is hosting. 

On May 3, both the boys and girls track and fi eld teams at South will 
host the fi rst Wandering Wizard Invitational. The meet is being held in 

honor of longtime 
South track and 
field coach Mike 
Novak, who passed 
away last year after 
a battle with pancre-
atic cancer. The day 
will begin with a 
one-mile walk as a 
fundraiser for the 
National Pancreatic 
Cancer Foundation, 
followed by a stan-
dard track and fi eld 
invitational.

The Blue Devils 
begin the season 
Thursday, April 3, 
hosting a tri-meet 
with Waterford 
Mott and University 
Liggett School.

Now is the best time to install air conditioning if you are in
the market to repair or install, upgrade or have difficult areas 
that need to be cooled in your home...WE HAVE SOLUTIONS.

CALL 1-800-466-7827
10%
OFF
ANY A/C,
HEATING, 

PLUMBING OR
ELECTRICAL

SERVICE
Up to $200. Not valid with any other offer.

Must present coupon at time of quote.
With GPN coupon.

Expires May 30, 2025

$145
DRAIN

CLEARING
WITH

CAMERA INSPECTION
$275

Not valid with any other offer.
Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings.

With GPN coupon. Limited time only.
Must present coupon at time of quote.

Pricing may change depending on blockage.

Expires May 30, 2025

$200
OFF
ANY NEW

FURNACE OR
AIR

CONDITIONER
Not valid with any other offer. 

Must present coupon at time of quote.
With GPN coupon.

Expires May 30, 2025

$89
A/C OR 

FURNANCE
TUNE UP or 

COMBO
$159

Not valid with any other offer.
Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings.

With GPN coupon. 
Must present coupon at time of service.

Expires May 30, 2025

Having your drains
maintained and scoped 
can be one of the best
insurance policies you
can do to your home.

Check your insurance
policy as well.

Make sure you have 
drain back-up coverage.
Some insurance policies

cover inside and
outside drain coverage

and repair cost.

Relying on the
city main sewer drain 

system to handle heavy 
over load of rain has not 
been holding up to the 
demand in some cases. 

There is one way you 
can prevent your home

Install a back water 
drain check valve to 
your sanitary drain 

system. This way if the 
city main can’t handle

the over load, your 
check valve will hold 

back water from

your home or business.

Call Lakeview 
Plumbing, Heating
and Electrical and

have a representative 
come out and give you
a quote on having this 
installed in your home.
Phone 586-757-2700

Remember 
the flooding?

Could it happen
again?

You can be prepared!

We have
solutions.

AIR CONDITIONINGAIR CONDITIONING
HEATING • PLUMBINGHEATING • PLUMBING

ELECTRICAAALELECTRICAL
TTSTSTSSLLAACCECECPEPSSR SR SERELLOOBOBO AA SSSS CC TTIILLAAIIEEPPRREELLIIBBOILER SPECIALISOBOILER SPECIABOILER SPECIALISBOILER SPECIALIST

Here are a few reasons to have it
done now.ww

1. We can change out old Spacepak 
air conditioning systems or any existing 
air conditioning equipment that needs 
upgrading. Most old equipment is not

(You save money)
2. We can put in air conditioning

systems if your home has boiler heat.
3. Weather is cool and technicians

4.
it done in the peak season. Summer
might be over and you might have

5. We can handle other home

and insurance claims. Pre-season
pricing.

6. We have very experienced techs 
that can get the job done right.

7.
go higher. (You save money)

8. Take advantage of our special 

as cash. (You save money).

04
03

25
P

FREE
HUMIDIFIER

with purchase
of a

FURNACE
or

A/C
Expires May 30, 2025

SINCE 1979

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

0 DOWN
18 MONTHS

SAME AS
CASH

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D

the University of Olivet. 
She will be the fi rst to 
admit she was unsure if 
college softball was in 
her future until recently, 
but is excited for the 
opportunities ahead of 
her, to continue her suc-
cess after graduation 
from North.

“At fi rst, last season, if 
you had asked me, I 
would have said I’m not 
playing (college) soft-
ball,” she said. “I decided 
to continue reaching out 
to coaches. … I visited 
Olivet’s campus and 
really did love it and I 
really loved the coach. 
She’s really amazing 
and is young and was a 
pitcher before, so it 
really helped me fi nd my 
love again for the sport 
and come back and want 
to do it for another four 
years.”
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