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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com

$89 *

per mo. 24 Months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil ChangesLike us on 
Facebook

042425

*Pricing is priced on 24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus
tax, title, plate. See Salesperson for details. Expires 4/30/25.

$1,995*
Down

Purchase a 2025 for
$46,329 Stock #544905

pp y ff gFacebook

*Pr***
taxtatt

1

2025 Chevy Blazer EV RS2025 Chevy Blazer EV RS

Former Courtesy Vehicle

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com $,1995*
Down

per month, 24 months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

*Pricing is based on 24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate.
  See Salesperson for details. Expires 4/30/25

$$169 169 **$$169 169 **

Purchase for
$44,589 Stock #G552614

Former Courtesy Vehicle 042425

2025 Sierra 15002025 Sierra 1500
ElevationElevation
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*While supplies last. Not vaild for prior purchase or with any other
offers. Restrictions may apply. One per household. Expires 5/31/2025

*While supplies last. Not vaild for prior purchase or with any other
offers. Restrictions may apply. One per household. Expires 4/30/2025

GIFTS that are 
sure to please

See Section C
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GROSSE POINTE 
SHORES —  Jim 
Anderson says he owes 
everything in his life to 
Wayne State University.

“If I hadn’t gone there, 
I wouldn’t have started 
my  bus iness , ”  he 
explained. “If I hadn’t 
started my business, I 
wouldn’t have met my 
wife. And If I hadn’t met 

her, I wouldn’t have the 
family I do.”

Anderson was a Ph.D. 
student in engineering 
at Wayne State in 1977 
when he started his 
c o m p a n y ,  U r b a n 
Science, with $1,000. 
Today, the data analyt-
ics company brings in 
more than $200 million 
a year and employs 
more than 750 people in 
20 offices around the 
world.

Anderson had earned 
bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in engineering 
at Wayne State and was 
working as an instructor 
at the school at the time.

Earlier this month, 
Anderson and his wife, 
Patricia, gave $50 mil-
lion to Wayne State’s 
College of Engineering, 
which is being renamed 
in their honor. It’s the 
largest gift  in the 
school’s 157-year his-
tory.

“It was a pretty easy 

sell on their part,” 
Anderson said. “I’m a 
grateful graduate.”

Anderson said he 
chose Wayne State 
because he could fi nd a 
cheap apartment and 
job near campus.

“I had to work my way 
through school,” he 
recalled. “I didn’t have 
the money to go to a big 
school. Little did I know 
what was in front of 
me.”

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Paying it forward … and backward

COURTESY PHOTO

Jim and Patricia Anderson pose after making a $50 million gift to the Wayne State College of Engineering, 
which now bears their name.

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — Coming in 
lower than the engineer-
projected $3.1 million 
cost, the Farms is ready 
to reconstruct portions 
of seven streets this year 
at a price not to exceed 
$2,988,243.11.

“We picked these 
roads based on their cur-
rent condition and 
PASER (pavement sur-
face evaluation and rat-
ing) ratings,” said Matt 
Baka, director of public 
services. 

Up for construction 
are: 

◆ Fisher from Grosse 
Pointe Boulevard to 
Lakeshore, of which the 
cost will be split with the 
City of Grosse Pointe;  

◆ Moran from Grosse 
Pointe Boulevard to 

Lakeshore;
◆ Merriweather from 

Charlevoix to Grosse 
Pointe Boulevard; 

◆  K e r b y  f r o m 
Kercheval to Grosse 
Pointe Boulevard, which 
runs in front of city hall 
and the public safety 
station; 

◆ Carmel Lane;
◆ Christine Drive; 
◆ and Muir from 

McMillan to Kercheval, 
where water  main 
replacement work cur-
rently is ongoing.

“That was supposed to 
be done last year, but 
the water main got 
pushed off,” Baka noted, 
“so we were not going to 
do the roads until after 
the water main was 
done.”

City counci l  last 
Monday awarded the bid 

Fisher, Kerby, 
others up for 
reconstruction
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— All eyes will be on the 
kiddie pool at Windmill 
Pointe Park if the water 
fountain at its center is re-
moved this year.

“I think (the fountain) 
is symbolic of a wonder-
ful idea that proved to be 
more of an impediment 
to seeing across the 
pool,” said Howard 
Bouton, chairman of the 
recreation commission’s 
Windmill Pointe Park 
subcommittee.

“Although it’s aestheti-
cally pleasing, it presents 
a challenge,” said Chad 
Craig, director of parks 
a n d  r e c r e a t i o n . 
“Removing that would 
allow lifeguards to not 
have blind spots, but also 
for parents and grand-
parents to keep an eye on 
kids in the pool.”

Members of the Grosse 

Fountain 
likely 
a goner
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — The City’s 
U r b a n  F o r e s t r y 
Commission and mem-
bers of the Maire 
Elementary School Green 
Team partnered to plant a 
tulip tree at the corner of 
Notre Dame and 
Waterloo Thursday, April 
17, in honor of Arbor Day.

Tulip trees are a favor-
ite of swallowtail butter-
fl ies and can grow to 100 
feet tall. 

“Way back 300 years 
ago, they would cut these 
trees down and build 
ships’ masts out of them,” 
noted Rick Whitney, 
U r b a n  F o r e s t r y 
Commission chairper-
son. 

Maire Green Team stu-

Maire Green Team plants tulip tree

PHOTO BY LAUREL KRAUS

Urban Forestry Commissioner Alaine Bush preps Maire Green Team members 
on how to plant the tulip tree.

Pointers gift Wayne State $50M

See LIKELY, page 2A

See ROADS, page 3A

See FORWARD, page 4A

See TREE, page 9A

Home: Grosse Pointe Woods
Spreading motivation and 
positivity in academics 
and athletics.

Pointer of
INTEREST

See story, page 4A

Joe CiaravinoJoe Ciaravino
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15139 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE PARK

313-822-5800313-822-5800

106 Years

FREE Pick-up & Delivery in the Pointes

042425

BELDING
CLEANERS.C

O
M

25305 Little Mack Ave. Saint Clair Shores, MI 48081

(586) - 343 - 8253
Residential & Commercial
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Irrigation Installation & Repair • Outdoor Lighting

Our Daycare program isn’t like all the
others: every dog is treated as an

individual and we provide one-
on-one interactions with our 
staff. Your dog’s Daycare stay 
includes  a mile-long Country
Walk, with lots of opportunities 
for swimming in warm weather, 
as well as an afternoon treat.
Additional services available:

• Yappy Hour Treat Time
• Fetch Time

Also available –
Springfield Squad Daycare Membership

               DOGGIE DAYCARE

COUNTRY WALKS • BOARDING • GROOMING • TRAINING • SHOW DOGS

Pickup & delivery 
“Shuttle Service” to 
the Grosse Pointes

5200 Beard Road
North Street, MI 48049

springfieldpetresort.com

04
25

Pointe Park Foundation, 
which donated the foun-
tain and kiddie pool to 
the city in 2008, offered 
this year to renovate the 
pool and remove the 
fountain. In addition to 
blocking views, the foun-
tain’s plumbing and 

mechanical systems 
proved costly to main-
tain.

“The project, most 
likely (to) start in fall 
2025, would include 
removal of the fountain 
and installation of three 
new water features, 
resurfacing and addi-
tional shade structures 
on the pool deck,” 
according to a summary 

Craig presented to mem-
bers of the recreation 
commission April 9.

Commissioners unani-
mously recommended 
the city council approve 
the foundation’s offer.

“We appreciate the 
foundation’s efforts,” 
Commission Chairman 
Mike Hindelang said.

“Donations will be 
made to the city, then 

parks and recreation 
administration and city 
administration will make 
the decisions and take 
responsibility for the 
project,” Craig said.

Intentions are to keep 
the kiddie pool a kiddie 
pool.

“We don’t want to be 
too big or extravagant 
with water features that 
would be inviting to kids 
of older ages to cause 
mischief,” Craig said.

He foresees installing 
benign attractions, such 
as overhead buckets that 
automatically fill with 
water and spill onto any-
one below.

A doomsday scenario 
would be water cannons.

“They’re fun at water 
parks, but I can see indi-
viduals getting angry that 
one kid just won’t stop 
spraying everyone,” 
Craig said.

He said he is compari-
son shopping among 
three or four vendors for 
features, availability and 
prices.

“That would be going 
to the next foundation 
meeting,” he told com-
missioners. “Once we 
have that information, I 
will pass that along to 
you.”

“Will there be an 

opportunity for the sub-
committee and residents 
to weigh in on what goes 
in there?” Bouton asked.

Craig proposed solicit-
ing public comment by 
posting renderings of 
water feature options at 
the park.

“I’d be happy to discuss 
that with the founda-
tion,” he said.

“The specifi cs of that 
project will be flushed 
out over the course of 
summer and, hopefully, 
renderings posted for the 
public  to review,” 
Hindelang said. “Some 
sort of voting mechanism 
would be great. There are 
going to be options based 
on funding available.”

Discussions include 
what to do with the foun-
tain.

“That kiddie pool foun-
tain was beautiful,” 
Bouton said. “Will it be 
retained?”

“We are working on 
that right now,” Craig 
said. “The contractor can 
take it out in sections. It 
can be saved.”

LIKELY:
Continued from page 1A

All is well
Grosse Pointe South 

High School hosted 
Wellness Week March 17 
to 21. A different activity 
for students was sched-
uled every day at lunch. 
Activities included art 
therapy, therapy dogs 
and plant therapy. The 
idea behind Wellness 
Week is to promote men-
tal health awareness and 
self-care.

Above, from left, 
Sophia Martinez, Erin 
Korsak and Sofi a 
Tabaczynski work on 
decorating planters for 
their succulent plants 
during a plant therapy 
session Wednesday, 
March 19. Jennifer 
Vick, a Wellness Week 
adviser, checks out 
their progress. Right, 
Madeline Maks and 
Mariella Goodman 
show off their decorat-
ed planters.

PHOTOS BY 
RENEE LANDUYT

Alya 
Augspurger 
and 
Samantha 
Turner, 
Wellness 
Week lead-
ers, stand 
with deco-
rated plant-
ers next to a 
table that 
held the 
planting 
supplies 
needed for 
the project.

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— A master plan is a 
roadmap to the future, 
not a list of things in the 
glovebox.

The master plan being 
proposed for the Grosse 
Pointe Park Parks and 
Recreation Department 
is an aspirational docu-
ment; an itinerary, not 
an inventory.

“The master plan is a 
very high-level docu-
ment identifying what 
we have, what the com-
munity uses now, what 
we think the community 
would want to use going 
forward and coming up 
with broad guidance 
about how to accomplish 
fitting what assets we 
have into that vision,” 
said Mike Hindelang, 
chairman of the recre-
ation commission. “It is 
not a line-by-line, asset-
by-asset type of thing, 
(which) is more granular 
than we’d typically get 
into.”

“ I  u n d e r s t a n d , ” 
Commissioner Christina 
Buchanan said. “It’s not 
the minutia.”

Commissioners this 
month asked the city 
manager and council to 
allocate funds for a con-
sultant to guide prepara-
tion of the department’s 
inaugural master plan.

“We’re going to send 
out requests for propos-
als in June, as the new 
budget is adopted, and 
we’ll hopefully have a 
vendor selected in July,” 
said Chad Craig, director 
of parks and recreation.

“Assuming council 
approves that, we’re 

hoping to get a jump 
before July 1,” Hindelang 
said.

Matters for the plan to 
address involve utiliza-
tion of swimming pools, 
playground space, ame-
nities and activities.

“ F o r  e x a m p l e , ” 
Hindelang said, “we’ve 
had the picnic shelter at 
Windmill Pointe Park 
kind of kicking around 
for a couple years now. 
Are there desires to have 
more gathering spaces 
in the park?”

Public input
“Everybody wants 

everything,” Buchanan 
said of  recreat ion 
options. “Everybody’s 
going to say ‘I want this, 
I want that.’ So it’s 
important to conduct a 
survey where you under-
stand the insight of all 
that data.”

“The consultant will 
talk to us about method-
ology and how we 
a p p r o a c h  t h i s , ” 
Hindelang said. “I sus-
pect a survey to be part 
of it. I suspect the com-
munity engagement 
committee and city 
council to be part of it. I 
don’t want to tell you 
yes, no or maybe, 
because I just don’t 
know. That’s part of why 
we’re going to hire a 
consultant. We’re going 
to represent the commu-
nity’s interests.”

City offi cials knew the 
request for a consultant 
was coming.

“City management has 
identifi ed this as some-
thing they’d like us to 
work on because of the 
size and scope of the 
parks and recreation 

department,” Hindelang 
said.

The department’s 
$2,238,900 budget for 
the current fiscal year 
represents the second-
largest slice of the city’s 
general fund. Public 
safety is the largest at 
just over $8 million.

“In terms of the master 
plan itself, we are ulti-
mately an advisory 
body,” Hindelang said of 
the commission. “If there 
are surveys or commu-
nity engagement com-
mittee involvement, that 
could be run through 
either the community 
engagement committee 
or city management. 
Ultimately, we will prob-
ably be responsible for 
putting together a pro-
posed master plan the 
city council could review, 
revise or send back to us 
to tweak and then city 
council will adopt.”

Parallel process
Public comment was 

built into updating the 
city’s master plan a few 
years ago.

“A lot of community 
engagement (and) a lot 
of public input,” said 
C o u n c i l m a n  T o m 
Caulfi eld, liaison to the 
commission.

“If we’re involved — 
not just the commission, 
but we as a community 
— in all of these steps, 
we’re going to wind up 
with a better document 
in the end,” Bouton said.

“We’ll learn about our-
selves, as there may be 
some demographics that 
we get feedback from,” 
said Commissioner 

Rec Com seeks planner
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

See PLANNER, page 8A
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MONDAY, APRIL 28

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods City Council rescheduled 
meeting, 7 p.m. 

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Committee-of-the-Whole 
meeting, sitting as the Finance Committee, 7:15 p.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 3

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park City-Wide Shred Day, 9:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. at Windmill Pointe Park.

The Week Ahead

for the 2025 road reha-
bilitation program to 
Pro-Line Asphalt Paving 
Co., which was the sec-
ond-lowest bidder for 
the project.

“What appeared to be 
the low bidder turned 
out that they had an 
unbalanced bid sheet,” 
Baka explained. “They 
did not have the proper 
number of crew days — 
basically, how many 
days it was going to take 
you. They said it would 
take them 35. Everybody 
else said 200, which is 
way more realistic.”

City administration 
during the discussion 
also addressed the con-
dition of Lakeshore from 
Fisher to Warner Place, 
with Councilman John 
Gillooly labeling it as 
“absolutely outrageous,” 
as well as “not reason-
ably safe and convenient 
for public travel.”

Because that portion 
of road is eligible for 
federal funding, the city 
has applied for its 
repavement the last two 
years, City Manager 
Shane Reeside reported.

“We are on a list,” he 
said. “We are optimistic 
the funding will come 

through next year. We 
were hoping this year it 
would be included when 
we did Fisher.

“That’s definitely a 
high-priority road for 
the city,” he added. “It’s 
in probably one of the 
poorest conditions of 
our roads in the city.”

The cost of the 2025 
road rehabilitation pro-
gram will be covered 
through the city’s street 
funds, which include tax 
revenue from its dedi-
cated road millage. 
Residents renewed the 
millage for another fi ve 
years last November.

ROADS:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Volunteers are con-
verging on Patterson 
Park to continue sprucing 
up the old wooden play-
scape.

Members of the recre-
ation commission are 
coordinating efforts this 
year, the second consec-
utive during which hun-
dreds of members of the 
community are invited to 
follow through on their 
online petition to retain 
and restore the 34-year-
old structure.

“We’re working to 
identify what we’d like 
done in terms of mainte-
nance this year,” said 
Commissioner James 
Ceuninck, chairman of 
the playscape subcom-
mittee.

He said he met recently 
w i t h  P a r k s  a n d 
Recreation Director 
Chad Craig plus resi-
dents about setting an 
agenda. In the group’s 
sights are repairing and 
replacing chains, clean-
ing and sealing wood, 
replacing swing tops and 
repairing the tire feature, 
he said.

“We came up with two 
or three ideas I don’t 
think we individually 
would have come up 
with,” Craig said. “It was 
nice to have a group look 
it over. Now we have less 
head scratching trying to 

come up with creative 
ways to solve some of 
those problems.”

“I appreciate the com-
munication and defi ning 
more clearly how we can 
help,” Commissioner 
Howard Bouton said. “If 
we need volunteer help, 
it can fi t into the glove 
you guys are already 
sewing rather than us 
deciding what we think 
should get done.”

Volunteerism is as 
much a part of the play-
scape as its wood and 
nails.

Hundreds of Park resi-
dents in 1991 volun-
teered to construct the 
playscape, saving the city 
thousands of dollars and 
setting a prideful stan-
dard of community 
involvement which is 
proving hard to live up to 
given how few people 
helped work on the play-
scape last summer.

A fundraiser to build 
the structure generated 
donations from children 
and local businesses of 
720,000 pennies.

Endearing features of 
the structure consist of a 
pirate ship, dragon slide, 
rope bridge, tunnels, 
swings, playhouse, cas-
tle, moving floor and 
whatever a child’s imagi-
nation can conjure of 
such a structure.

“I think it’s going to be 
a great year at the 
Patterson playscape,” 
Bouton said.

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Gearing up for playscape work

Part of the Patterson Park playscape is more sure-
footed due to volunteers replacing a set of fl oor-
boards recently. Three volunteers replaced eight 
boards. Work represented incremental but steady 
progress toward returning the entire 34-year-old 
structure to as good as new as soon as possible.
“Smaller projects from our volunteer group in con-
junction with the (Parks and Recreation) depart-
ment’s maintenance efforts is the plan for the year,” 
said Howard Bouton, a member of the recreation 
commission.
Bouton, Councilman Tom Caulfield and James 
Ceuninck, chairman of the commission’s playscape 
subcommittee, did the task Thursday, April 17.
“This playscape has plenty of life and fun left in it,” 
Bouton said. “We are happy to help maintain it for 
another great year at Patterson Park.”

COURTESY PHOTO

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — Crime in-
creased 20.5 percent 
last year compared to 
2023, with residents 
leaving vehicles un-
locked playing a big 
part in that, according 
to the city’s 2024 annu-
al public safety report.

That included the 
number of stolen vehi-
cles jumping from 34 to 
59, with 13 of them 
taken from the parking 
lot at Henry Ford St. 
J o h n  H o s p i t a l . 
Incidents of larceny, 
many involving vehi-
cles, increased from 
120 to 146.

“We still need help 
from residents when it 
comes to locking their 
vehicles and not leav-
ing key fobs in their 
vehicles,” Public Safety 
Director John Kosanke 
said. “And if you do 
leave something in 
your vehicle,  make 
sure it’s out of sight.”

Larcenies from vehi-
cles included six weap-
ons last year, with two 
so far in 2025.

Overall, crime rose 
from 511 in 2023 to 616 
last year. That includes 
both index, which the 
FBI defines as the most 
serious, and non-index, 
or crimes that don’t 
involve violence.

Among index crimes, 
aggravated assault and 
b u r g l a r y  b o t h 
increased, from four to 
nine and 11 to 16, 
respectively. Incidents 

of criminal sexual con-
duct fell from eight to 
four and robberies fell 
from four to one.

The biggest  non-
index crime was fraud, 
i n c l u d i n g  i d e n t i t y 
theft, which increased 
from 97 to 111. Retail 
fraud went from 13 to 
22 and incidents of 
intimidation/stalking 
nearly doubled, from 
15 to 29.

A high-point of 2024 
was the installation of 
a new drug kiosk in the 
public safety lobby, 
courtesy of  Rotary 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l .  T h e 
state-of-the-art kiosk, 
the first of its kind in 
Michigan, uses acti-
vated charcoal to neu-
tralize drugs that are 
dumped inside.

Its bladder has been 
replaced nine times 
and  co l l ec ted  297 
pounds of pharmaceu-
ticals, which Kosanke 
said is the equivalent 
of 135,000 pills.

“We really made a 
good dent,” he said. 
“The residents have 
been very good about 
turning in unused med-
ications. It also pre-
vents contamination of 
drinking water from 
pills being flushed into 
the sewer system.”

The department also 
will receive $116,895 
over 18 years as part of 
a $725 million nation-
wide settlement with 
opioid manufacturers. 
Three people, includ-
ing two sisters, died of 

Woods crime 
up 20 percent
By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

See CRIME, page 5AGROSSE POINTE PARK 
— People in the know can’t 
verify an elected offi cial’s 
claim of a slow response 
by the city’s ambulance 
contractor.

Neither the Park public 
safety director, city man-
ager nor ambulance con-
tractor’s top administrator 
in Michigan are aware of 
nor have evidence indicat-
ing medics took the better 
part of an hour in January 
to arrive at the residence 
o f  a  f r i e n d  o f 
Councilwoman Christine 
Gallagher.

“A friend of mine, at 
their house, they were 
having trouble breathing 
and they called EMS and 
they waited over 30 min-
utes,” Gallagher said at 
the April 14 city council 
meeting.

She spoke during a por-

tion of the meeting sched-
uled for Kolby Miller, CEO 
of MedStar Michigan, to 
report on the company’s 
fulfi llment of its roughly 
1½-year-old ambulance 
contract with the Park.

The fact that Miller nor 
anyone at city hall knew of 
Gallagher’s claim was 
unusual for at least two 
reasons:

◆ MedStar service com-
plaints are supposed to be 
forwarded to the public 
safety director and city 
manager for investigation 
and redress, and

◆ a 30-minute response 
time is so outside the com-
pany’s statistical norm 
there’s no space to chart it 
on a graph documenting 
12 months of ambulance 
runs.

Miller’s report covered 
2024. It didn’t extend into 
January 2025, which is 
when Gallagher said her 
friend had trouble with 

the company.
During 2024, according 

to Miller, the company 
responded to 488 calls for 
service and met its con-
tractual obligation to 
respond on scene within 
an average 6 minutes, 15 
seconds.

“There were no service 
or clinical complaints 
received in 2024,” Miller 
said. “Service complaints 
all come to me. If Jim 
(Bostock, Park public 
safety director) had a call 
about a 30-minute 
response time, I would 
have heard about it in the 
middle of the night.”

“I would think if it was a 
complaint, I would have 
heard about it,” Bostock 
said the next day.

He said he couldn’t sub-
stantiate Gallagher’s 
account.

“Last night was the fi rst 
time I heard of that,” 
Bostock said.

“That was the fi rst we 
heard of an incident in 
which there was a 30-min-
ute response time,” City 
Manager Nick Sizeland 
said. “I nor Chief Bostock 
received any concerns 
from residents or any 
council member regard-
ing this complaint. Had 
we received that com-
plaint, we would have for-
warded it to MedStar to 
understand further why 
the situation might have 
been. To our knowledge, 
we did not receive any 
concern about a January 
situation with a 30-minute 
response time.”

Gallagher’s record of 
unsubstantiated claims is 
lengthy.

She recently claimed 
the city budget was in def-
icit, her miscalculation 
being a failed and incom-
plete reading of the latest 
audit report.

Before that, she accused 
city officials of secretly 

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Ambulance beef lacks meat

See BEEF, page 5A
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COLLISIONLLochmoorochmoor
RICK ROMATZ

IS BACK ON MACK AVENUE!
All Makes & ModelsAll Makes & Models
Specializing in Collision Insurance Repairs

22015 Greater Mack Ave.
(Between 8 & 9 Mile)

www.lochmoorcollisioncentermi.com
586-359-2867

30
YEARS

EXPERIENCE

l

24
HOUR

TOWING
586-

709-4657

RICK ROMATZ

042425

Your Comfort Is Our GoalYour Comfort Is Our Goal
•• HeatingHeating •• CoolingCooling •• Humidifi ers Humidifi ers 

•• Air CleanersAir Cleaners •• Rheem Air ConditionersRheem Air Conditioners

586-293-6883
PriebeMechanical.comPriebeMechanical.com

Heating & CoolingHeating & Cooling

CALL TODAY 
FOR FREE

QUOTE

Offering GeneratorsOffering Generators

042425

neighbors 
helping
neighbors

Will trade
X-box for equivalent value 

guitar or laptop. Serious only. 
Call Mike at (313) 000-0000.

Avon representative
I cover all of Grosse Pointe.

Call for a catalog or v
Rhonda (313) 000-0000.

Micronutrients

plants. Subscribers get a 
discount. (313) 000-0000.

Nanny wanted
ercheval/Fisher area. Three

kids, 5,7 and 9. References 
required. (313) 000-0000.

Barter
Swap weekly lawn service for 
5 home-cooked meals/week. 

I will buy ingredients. 
Trent (313) 000-0000.

Rare books
Small collection of classics,
1890s-1930s. Sold as lot or 
individually. (313) 000-0000.

Special CLASSIFIED ADS that showcase what you have to offer your 
neighbors or community — or post whatever you are looking for.

GET FAST RESULTS LOCALLY!

ONLY $25 for up to 35 words!

EX
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PLE
S

M
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nte. nte. 

g or visit. r vis
313) 000-0000.313) 000-0000.

NannNan
KerchKerch

S
die

3) 000-000) 000-000

Whether in the class-
room or on the course, 
Joe Ciaravino dedicated 
his career to shaping 
lives in both academics 
and athletics. With his 
long career of teaching 
and coaching in the 
Pointes coming to an 
end, all Ciaravino can 
do is reflect on how 
grateful he is for the 
experiences he had and 
the people he was able 
to help along the way. 

Ciaravino spent more 
than three decades as a 
math teacher at Parcells 
Middle School before 
retiring in January. 
Outside of teaching, he 
spent 25 combined sea-
sons as an assistant 
cross-country and track 

and field coach at 
Grosse Pointe North 
High School, coaching 
at his alma mater, where 
he was a cross-country 
state champion as a stu-
dent in 1976.

“I came from a legacy 
of excellence in cross-
country  at  Grosse 
P o i n t e  N o r t h , ” 
Ciaravino said.  “… 
When I went into teach-
ing, I started teaching in 
the late 1980s. I thought 
that maybe I’d like to 
get into coaching, but I 
had a young family, so I 
realized it might not 
work because of the 
time demand. I waited 
and then eventually 
coached for 14 years. I 
was able to coach all 
four of my boys. … 
Having the blessing of 
coaching all my sons 

was great for me.”
Ciaravino coached his 

fi nal season in the fall 
with North’s varsity 
boys  cross-country 
team. He fi rst joined the 
coaching staff in 2010, 
then joined the track 
and fi eld coaching staff 
in 2015. In 2017, he was 
named the Michigan 
Interscholastic Track 
Coaches Association 
Assistant Coach of the 
Year, an award for 
which he was nomi-
nated by his longtime 
friend and fellow coach, 
Diane Montgomery. 

Both Ciaravino and 
Montgomery shared 
many of the same phi-
losophies when it came 
to coaching cross-coun-
try and track together. 
The biggest philosophy 
was to remain positive, 
which is something 
Ciaravino has always 
prided himself on.

“ B o t h  C o a c h 
Montgomery and I have 
always been positive 
when talking to athletes 
and talking about what 
they want to accomplish 
and encouraging them,” 
he said. “During the 
race, we’re out on the 
course cheering them 
on and coming up with 
positive words that will 
help them succeed.”

The positivity and 
motivation Ciaravino 
always talked about was 
just as important in the 
classroom as it was in 
coaching track and 
c r o s s - c o u n t r y .  H e 
wanted his classroom to 
be a safe space for stu-
dents to bring ideas and 
work together.

“It’s so important for 
them to realize that 
you’re going to provide 
guidance,” Ciaravino 

said. “Having a sense of 
humor in coaching and 
the classroom is also 
important sometimes, 
so that students aren’t 
beating themselves up 
and keeping them from 
being too tough on 
themselves.  Seeing 
them develop their 
intellectual skills and 
knowing that it was OK 
to be wrong or mistaken 
on an idea because 
that’s not a bad thing.”

While he is no longer 
in the classroom teach-
ing or on the sidelines 

coaching, Ciaravino 
hopes his spirit of moti-
vation and encourage-
ment remains alive 
within the programs he 
loved for so long. 
Ciaravino became a 
master at motivation 
over the years, always 
wanting to help both 
athletes and students 
find the best within 
themselves. One of his 
favorite ways to do that 
was by using an exam-
ple from his own days 
as a Norseman.

“I would show them a 

picture of my freshman 
year — we had a huge 
team back then — and 
say, ‘Look at these guys. 
Which of them do you 
think eventually became 
part of a state champi-
o n s h i p  t e a m ? ’ ” 
Ciaravino said.  “… 
Seven of us were even-
tually state champions. 
It helped them see that 
excellence is within you 
if you choose to pursue 
it. It was important to 
g i v e  t h e m  v i s i o n 
because we tend to sell 
ourselves short.”

By Mike Adzima
Staff Writer

Ciaravino reflects on love of coaching, teaching

Ciaravino coached his final season with North cross 
country in the fall of 2024 after spending a com-
bined 25 seasons with North’s cross country and 
track and field programs.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Joe Ciaravino, right, with fellow current and former North cross country 
coaches Scott Cooper, middle, and Diane Montgomery.

Urban Science started 
while Anderson was 
working on the early-
stage development of 
computer mapping.

“As a lecturer, one of 
my roles was to visit 
other classes and give 
presentations about it,” 
he said. “One of those 
students ended up work-
ing for Cadillac and her 
job was to map where 
people in the Chicago 
area who owned luxury 
vehicles lived so they 
could decide where to 
place dealerships.

“She asked her boss, 
‘Well, why aren’t you 
using a computer for 
t h i s ? ’ ”  A n d e r s o n 
explained. “And his 
response was, ‘We tried 
and we asked three dif-
ferent companies to 
look at that and they all 
said the same thing: It 
cannot be done.’ And so 
she said, ‘Well, I know 
someone who can.’”

What originally took 
three weeks placing 
dots on a map by hand 
was fi rst reduced to 12 
hours using Anderson’s 
technology. That even-
tually got down to just 
seconds.

“We put a lot of dots 
on maps over the years,” 
he said. “We’ve proba-
bly put more dots on 
maps than McDonald’s 
has sold hamburgers.”

Anderson considers 
Urban Science among 
the fi rst in the world of 
AI.

“We didn’t improve 
the math, we improved 
the tools,” he said. “If 
you want to find the 
eight best locations for 
a dealership in metro 
Detroit, there are 81 
million billion options. 
We can do that in sec-
onds.”

A l o n g  t h e  w a y , 
Anderson was intro-
duced to his wife by a 
colleague he was work-
ing with in Grand Blanc.

“He told me his neigh-
bor was single and I was 

a footloose and fancy-
free bachelor ,”  he 
laughed. “The rest is 
history.”

The couple has been 
married 44 years and 
have four children and 
10 grandchildren.

They also have been 
involved in other philan-
thropic activities as 
well. In 2020, they 
donated $5 million to 
Beaumont Hospital, 
Grosse Pointe — now 
C o r e w e l l  H e a l t h 
B e a u m o n t  G r o s s e 
Pointe Hospital — for 
the creation of a hybrid 
surgical suite. They also 
were integral in the cre-
ation of an entrepre-
neurial program for 
engineers at Wayne 
State.

“I’m very humbled,” 
Anderson said. “First 
off, you can’t take it 
with you. And I want to 
make the world a better 
place because it has 
made my life better.”

FORWARD:
Continued from page 1A
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25 313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods 48236

FREE!FREE!
Monitored

Smoke Detector
with purchase of

security alarm and
monitoring services.

w w w. P o i n t e A l a r m . c o m

Life’s a journey. 
Find your way.

313.882.9600

“It’s so comfortable
to come here. It’s so
easy to fit in.”  —  Bill

meet me at the helm
Bill and his wife, Karen, come to The Helm twice a week 
for Active Fit, as he says, “to keep my body moving.”
He enjoys the exercise, conversation, instructor and
camaraderie. For Bill, Active Fit at The Helm is like having 
another family.

visit:
helmlife.org

check out our lineup of exercise classes
• Tai Chi
• Strength & Balance
• Yoga & Chair Yoga

• Indoor Walking Club
• Body Alignment
• Stretch & Relax

• Active Fit
• Awesome Abs
• Enhance Fitness

042425

Grosse Pointe Woods

Unlocked again
A resident in the 1800 

block of Fleetwood 
reported his cell phone 
was stolen from his 
unlocked vehicle some-
time the evening of 
Monday, April 21.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

City of Grosse Pointe

Swiped
A man’s wallet, con-

taining $430 and miscel-
laneous cards, was stolen 
when he momentarily 
left it on a service desk to 
retrieve his shopping cart 
inside a business in the 
16000 block of Kercheval 
at 3:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 15.

A follow up investiga-
tion led to the recovery of 
the wallet and all its con-
tents. The suspect is 
described as a 35-year-
old black man wearing 
glasses and a blue and 
white jacket.

Public urination
A 65-year-old Detroit 

man was arrested for dis-
orderly conduct after uri-
nating in a parking lot 
near an elementary 
school at 2 p.m. Friday, 
April 18.

Ran red
After running a red 

light on Mack at 9 p.m. 
Friday, April 18, a 
23-year-old Detroit man 
was pulled over and cited 
for driving with a sus-
pended license. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Park

House fi re
No one was home 

when fi refi ghters extin-
guished flames coming 
from the rear of a house 
in the 1400 block of 
Yorkshire Tuesday, April 
15.

Offi cers fought the fi re 
by entering the resi-
dence.

An investigator said 
the origin of the fi re is 
undetermined.

Stolen vehicle
A locked 2025 Dodge 

Durango was stolen 
while parked in the drive-
way of a house in the 
1300 block of Lakepointe 
b e t w e e n  m i d n i g h t 
Wednesday, April 16, 

and 5 a.m. Thursday, 
April 17.

The ignition keys 
weren’t in the vehicle.

Drunken driving
A 29-year-old male 

motorist from Detroit 
was arrested for drunken 
driving near the intersec-
tion of Mack Avenue and 
Yorkshire at 4 a.m. 
Friday, April 18.

A patro l  of f icer 
reported pulling him over 
for speeding and running 
a stop light.

“(The driver) had 
slurred speech and 
bloodshot eyes,” police 
said. “(He) failed field 
sobriety tests.”

Chased 
and caught

Offi cers from the Park 
and Detroit helped 
Eastpointe authorities 
capture three men in a 
stolen vehicle at 2 p.m. 
Friday, April 18, in the 
area of Mack Avenue and 
Marlborough on Detroit’s 
east side.

Park police had no fur-
ther description of the 
suspects. The trio was 
turned over to Eastpointe 
offi cers.

Eastpointe police said 
the men crashed a stolen 
vehicle near the border 

of the Park and Detroit.
“Suspects entered 

another vehicle that 
crashed,” according to 
Park police. “Three sus-
pects fled on foot and 
were arrested by Detroit 
(and) Park units.”

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public Safety 
Department, (313) 822-
7400.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Stolen Jeep
A black 2020 Jeep 

Grand Cherokee was sto-
len from the 200 block of 
Merriweather at 5:08 
a.m. Thursday, April 17. 
Its window was smashed 
to gain entry.

That night, another 
vehicle on the same block 
was ransacked. Keys, an 
ID card, coin purse and 
coins were stolen from 
the car, which the owner 
could not recall locking.

Assault 
on offi cer

A 29-year-old Detroit 
man earned an aggra-
vated felony assault on a 
police offi cer charge at 
10:17 p.m. Friday, April 

18, when he attempted to 
flee a traffic stop on 
Lakeshore. 

The offi cer intended to 
pull over the man on an 
e-bike to inform him he 
was not easily visible to 
other drivers, as he was 
wearing all black cloth-
ing and the bike had only 
small vehicle lights 
placed low to the ground. 
However, upon encoun-
tering the offi cer, the sus-
pect turned and began 
traveling the wrong way 
on Lakeshore. 

The offi cer grabbed for 
him, at which point the 
suspect stepped off the 
bike and kicked it at the 
officer, causing him to 
fall and sustain a fracture 
to his arm.

The suspect then 
punched a responding 
offi cer in the chest and 
attempted to grab 
another in a headlock 
before being successfully 
detained. 

Dead end
A vehicle was found 

stuck against a tree 
alongside a driveway, 
which commonly is mis-
taken as a cut-through, 
in the 400 block of 
Kercheval at 5:57 a.m. 
Saturday, April 19.

T h e  2 3 - y e a r - o l d 
Pontiac driver appeared 
intoxicated and a prelim-
inary breath test found 
her blood-alcohol con-
tent to be 0.179 percent, 
for which she was 
arrested. 

Grocery theft
An unknown amount 

of goods were placed in a 
backpack and stolen 
from a business in the 
18000 block of Mack at 
2:39 p.m. Sunday, April 
20.

T h e  s u s p e c t  i s 
described as an approxi-
mately 5-foot, 10-inch 
white man wearing a 
blue hoodie, dark pants 
and grey beanie.

Drunken 
speeding

A 41-year-old Taylor 
woman admitted to 
drinking because it was 
the anniversary of her 
dad’s death when she 
was pulled over for 
speeding 68 mph on 
Lakeshore at 12:54 p.m. 
Sunday, April 20.

A preliminary breath 
test found her blood-
alcohol content to be 0.21 
percent, for which she 
was arrested. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Nothing to report per 
dispatch.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about crime to Grosse 
Pointe Shores Public 
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

rezoning single-family 
residential districts to pro-
mote multiple-family 
housing. The basis for her 
claim is unknown, 
although during a presen-
tation by the city’s plan-
ning consultant she 
appeared to confuse the 
municipal zoning map 
with something else.

Gallagher’s allegation 
about MedStar contrasted 
with the resolution of an 
actual complaint about 
one of the company’s 
employees early in its con-

tract with the city.
“We had one piece of 

feedback early on — a 
couple months in — that 
one of our crew members 
was not terribly respectful 
with the interaction of 
public safety employees,” 
Miller said. “(The crew 
member) was decent with 
the family, but not like we 
like them to be and not 
respectful with public 
safety employees. We ter-
minated the employee the 
next day.”

“I worked with that resi-
dent,” Mayor Michele 
Hodges said. “They were 
very pleased with your 
response.”

overdoses in the city in 
June 2023 after buying 
cocaine laced with fen-
tanyl. A Harper Woods 
woman who is accused 
of selling the drugs 
was arrested by Woods 
officers and FBI agents 
last September.

T o t a l  a m b u l a n c e 
r u n s  b y  M e d S t a r 
decreased from 1,385 
in 2023 to 1,258 last 

year. The number of 
r u n s  r e q u i r i n g 
advanced life support 
fell 84 percent, from 
695 to 106. Average 
emergency response 
time was four minutes, 
34 seconds, with non-
emergency runs aver-
aging five minutes, 12 
seconds.

The department over-
all responded to 9,497 
calls for service in 
2024, which is above 
the five-year average of 
8,737.

Continued from page 3A

CRIME:Rec budget requests

BEEF:
Continued from page 3A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Upcoming capital re-
quests show why the 
Grosse Pointe Park Parks 
a n d  R e c r e a t i o n 
Department is the sec-
ond-largest expenditure 
in the city’s annual gen-
eral fund budget.

Three repair projects 
for which Parks and 
Recreation Director 
Chad Craig will seek 
funding in the new fi scal 
year starting July 1 total 
$320,000.

“Three items we’re 
going to be putting in for 
are a replacement projec-
tor for the Okulski 
Theatre, the heating and 
cooling unit for the gym-
nasium at Lavins Center 
and the pickleball courts 
at Patterson,” Craig told 
members of the recre-
ation commission April 9.

“I presume you had a 
qualified technician 
check the projector and 
make sure it’s not repair-
able?” Commissioner 
Larry Haggart asked.

“Yes,” Craig said. 
“There are functional 
parts in the machine that 
could be used to repair 
the other (projector in 
the Schaap) theater. We 
are going to keep the 
unit. It was going to be 
too expensive to repair it, 
between $50,000 and 

$70,000.”
He said he’s “fairly 

confident” his request 
will be approved.

Craig has more items 
on the improvement list.

“One is eventual reno-
vations to the Olympic 
pool,  with starting 
blocks, diving boards, 
concrete repairs, the 
mechanicals for the 
pools themselves,” he 
said.

He intends to submit a 
funding request to the 
city council.

“That monstrosity of a 
pool is not cheap,” said 
C o u n c i l m a n  T o m 
Caulfi eld, liaison to the 
commission and chair-
man of the council’s 
fi nance committee. “To 
replace it is going to be 
incredibly expensive.”

Another piece of equip-
ment operating on rela-
tively borrowed time is 
the Carol C. Schaap 
Theatre movie projector 
server. It costs $70,000.

“At the end of this year, 
extended warranties will 
be up on the server,” 
Craig said. “We should 
get another four or fi ve 
years out of it. We have 
parts from the other pro-
jector we can use if 
something fails for it.”

— Brad Lindberg
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GROSSE POINTE 7-DAY
WEATHER FORECAST

760

550

Mostly
Cloudy

 0%
SUNRISE 
6:37 am
SUNSET
8:23 pm

740

500

Rain

 80%
SUNRISE 
6:35 am
SUNSET
8:24 pm

630

430

Partly
Cloudy

 0%
SUNRISE 
6:34 am
SUNSET
8:25 pm

630

470

Partly
Cloudy

 0%
SUNRISE 
6:32 am
SUNSET
8:26 pm

720

580

Mostly
Cloudy

 0%
SUNRISE 
6:31 am
SUNSET
8:27 pm

660

460

Cloudy

 10%
SUNRISE 
6:29 am
SUNSET
8:28 pm

690

410

Cloudy

 20%
SUNRISE 
6:28 am
SUNSET
8:29 pm

THU  FRI  SAT SUN  MON  TUE  WED

April 24 – 30

Weather data courtesy of Channel 4, WDIV Detroit • ClickOnDetroit.com

LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes letters to the editor. 

All letters should be typed and signed with the writer’s 

full name and local address, as well as a daytime tele-

phone number for verifi cation or questions. Letters lon-

ger than 300 words may be edited for length. All letters 

may be

edited for content. We reserve the right to refuse any

letter. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. Monday. Letters 

may be submitted via email to editor@grossepointenews.

com or by fi lling out the letters form on our website, 

grossepointenews.com.

Forever grateful 
To the Editor:

Easter is traditionally a time of refl ection. 
I’m writing to you in regards to an incident 
that happened to me and my hero, Connor 
Hanigan of Grosse Pointe Park. We are 
coworkers at Allemon’s Landscape Center. 
In November, a group of us were putting 
away Christmas greenery. Mary and I were 
laughing and sharing a doughnut. All of a 
sudden, the doughnut stuck in my trachea. 
I could still breathe but not make a sound. 
Connor jumped in and started pounding me 
on the back, apologizing the whole time 
that he didn’t want to hurt me. Thankfully 
he was very persistent. The doughnut 
fi nally came out. This young man wants to 
be a fi reman and I think he would be a good 
one. Very cool under pressure. My family 
and I will be forever grateful. 

DELANE LOMBARDI
Clinton Township
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T
he story about Jim and Patricia 
Anderson (see page 1A) making a major 
donation to the Wayne State University 
College of Engineering got us thinking.

How truly blessed are we to have so 
many generous people in the Pointes?

Calling himself a “grateful graduate,” Jim Anderson 
said the reason for the donation is because if he 
hadn’t attended Wayne State, he never would have 
started his business, which led to him meeting his 
wife and having the family he does. Very touching.

Many of you probably have heard the term “time, 
talent and treasure,” most likely from the pulpit. They 
are the three pillars of giving, meaning you can vol-
unteer your time to a particular cause, leveraging a 
specifi c skill to benefi t others or use your fi nancial 
resources to fund initiatives.

In that regard, it would seem every single person 
in Grosse Pointe is a philanthropist. Our pages are 
fi lled every week with stories about volunteers who 
devote their time to everything from fundraisers to 
school activities to youth sports. 

A recent example of talent was our profi le of three 
Pointers who helped invent a seatbelt cushion to ease 
pain for women who have undergone surgery for 
breast cancer.

Treasure? How many boxes of Girl Scout cookies 
did you purchase recently? How many restaurants 
have you patronized on a specifi c school night? Then 
there are the myriad events, balls, galas, auctions and 
drives that raise money for everything under the sun.

Much of this charitable spirit can probably be 
traced back to Edsel and Eleanor Ford, who were big 
supporters of the arts, nature and family life. We still 
enjoy their gift today through their eponymous 
house, which hosts a plethora of activities, educa-
tional opportunities, concerts and more.

Benefi tting causes from recreation to early child-
hood education to economic development and non-
profits is the Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation. It 
supports not only southeastern Michigan but also 
western New York, where Wilson, a long-time Shores 
resident, was owner of the Buffalo Bills for more than 
fi ve decades.

The Boll name — Marlene and the late John — cer-
tainly is recognizable. It can be found at The Helm, 
athletic facilities at Grosse Pointe South High School 
and University Liggett School and a YMCA in Detroit.

As Boll wrote in his 2021 autobiography, “A 
Wheelbarrow and a Shovel: The Story Behind 
America’s Most Unlikely Real Estate Empire,” put-
ting his name on projects he donated to was not 
always top of mind. He noted that he often remained 
anonymous, but would agree to lend his name if he 
thought it would prompt other philanthropists to get 
involved.

Also at Liggett is the Manoogian Art Gallery, 
named for Richard and Jane Manoogian. 

An art gallery of the same name will be housed at 
the A. Paul and Carol C. Schaap Center for the 
Performing Arts in Grosse Pointe Park.

Residents of the Park also get to enjoy fi rst-run 
movies at the Carol C. Schaap Theatre and the 
Okulski Family Theatre inside the Delores and Paul 
Lavins Activity Center.

The Cotton family — including Grosse Pointe News 
owner Sean Cotton — also has been involved with 
several charitable acts. A recent example is the Shery 
L. Cotton Pediatric Emergency Department at Henry 
Ford St. John Hospital. It was made possible by a siz-
able donation from her and her son, Jon Cotton.

The Van Elslander family also has been involved in 

Fabulous 
philanthropy

O
ne of the most enduring, irrevo-
cable divine truths — across tra-
ditions and supported by

solid scientifi c research — is 
that we humans are 
made for together-

ness. Just as a bee is
drawn to pollen and a fl ower 

turns toward the sun and soaks 
up rain, we are created for rela-
tionship.

All of creation is connected 
and intertwined in ways we can’t 
even see or understand. As part 
of this beautiful creation, we 
humans, like all other living things, need to 
live by the laws of nature in order to function 
and evolve properly. Just like you can’t feed 
a plant gasoline, put it in a dark room and 
expect it to thrive, so too author and atheist 
Jonathan Haidt in his book, “The Anxious 
Generation,” observes how the digital age is 
affecting our growth, harming how our 
brains and social lives develop. 

He says, “We are connecting our young 

people to everyone in the world and discon-
necting them from the people around them,” 
and mourns our continued disregard for our 
innate design by observing, “People don’t get 

depressed when we face threats 
collectively; we get depressed 
when we feel isolated, lonely or 
useless.” 

His research shows children 
need to “be raised within com-
munities that offer a rich moral 
framework in order to develop a 
sense of place and meaning that 
enables them to thrive.” We are 
wired for friendship and collabo-

ration, but our culture frustrates our efforts 
to establish these healthy social ties.

Dr. Margaret Wheatley frames the chal-
lenge this way. She suggests that our creator 
speaks to us in nature in which we observe 
that “lasting change never happens as a 
result of top down, strategic plans or from 
the command of any single individual. 
Rather, change happens with little, sponta-
neous and irregular actions that spring up 

simultaneously in many different areas; 
large-scale change comes through small 
unpredictable beginnings. If we could sit 

Rooted in togetherness

On Wednesday, April 16, in preparation for Earth Day April 22, the Grosse Pointe South 
Save the Lakes group painted the rock on the front lawn in an Earth theme, with a heart 
above the words “Mother Earth.” Pictured from left are Lucy Caulfield, Sarah Koval, Abby 
Macey, Amy Ezop, Chloe Caulfield and Lucy Tull.

OUR VIEW

the health care fi eld when it comes to giving. 
That includes the Mary Van Elslander Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit and Special Care Nursery, 
opened in 2015 at Henry Ford St. John Hospital; 
the Van Elslander Cancer Center at the same 
hospital, opened in 1999; and more recently, a 
new home for the Full Circle Foundation.

We also have the foundations that support 
each of the Pointes, often raising money to 
improve recreational opportunities at the city 
parks.

Twice a year, the Grosse Pointe Foundation 
for Public Education and the GP Foundation for 
STEAAM Support give the Grosse Pointe Public 
School System hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars during their spring and fall grant cycles.

The relatively new Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety Foundation recently agreed to buy 
license plate readers for each of the Pointes and 
Harper Woods to help fi ght crime.

This is by no means an exhaustive list, so we 
apologize in advance for that, but thank you to 
everyone who helps make Grosse Pointe a 
great place to live, in ways big and small, seen 
and unseen.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Pure Grosse Pointe

G U E S T  V I E W  By Lisa Abad-Brown

See GUEST, page 7A



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, APRIL 24, 2025

OP-ED  |  7A

042425

J
ust when you 
think the world 
is completely 
sideways and 
true kindness 
has gone the 

way of the dodo, the truly 
special people of our com-
munity step in to remind 

us that Grosse Pointe is 
truly a magical bubble we 
are incredibly lucky to call 
home.

If you have never cared 
for someone with demen-
tia, you may not have 
experienced the chaos, 
sadness and immense ups 
and downs that come with 
it. But after an experience 
with a relative last week, it 
struck me just how many 

people around here are 
truly selfl ess helpers.  

Here in Grosse Pointe 
we have an off-duty nurse 
who picked up my aunt 
after a fall, comforted her 
and ultimately drove her 
to my house. We have 
cheerful and uplifting 
next-door neighbors and 
caregivers with patience I 
envy who bring so much 
joy by stopping to chat for 

a few minutes each day. 
And we have a public 
safety department with 
compassionate crisis offi -
cers who are consummate 
professionals and calmly 
handle these situations 
every day.

You may be thinking, 
“So what? It’s their job” or 
“It’s the right thing to do.” 
But what you may not 
have considered is when 

you are helping someone 
with dementia, you will 
likely not be met with a 
smile and a heartfelt thank 
you. You may get yelled 
at, accused of stealing 
from them or even worse. 
These people know they 
are helping to help and not 
for the accolades. When 
no one is looking and they 
won’t get much credit, 
they do it anyway.

Thank you to everyone 
in Grosse Pointe who goes 
out of their way to make 
life a little safer for the 
elderly. And a special 
thank you to Grosse 
Pointe Farms Public 
Safety Officer Paul 
Reygaert for his assis-
tance, advice and ability 
to provide a voice of rea-
son in a stressful situa-
tion.

Surrounded by selflessness

on a mountainside for many 
decades, we would see a tree 
here or there sprout up, and then 
more and more, until we had a 
forest. 

“But we would be hard-pressed 
to fi nd the blueprint. Our human 
behavior is part of this complex 
and delicate creation, but we 
have constructed unnatural 
mega-systems that don’t work. 
They are crumbling around us, 
and we are the casualties — 
stressed out, disconnected from 
each other, moving too fast.” 

So, what are we to do?
Dr. Brian Flanagan suggests 

we take a play from the Christian 
tradition of the 13th century 
when clergy and the big monas-
teries in Europe were deeply cor-
rupt; caught up in wealth and 
power; distracted from the hum-
ble way of life introduced by 
Jesus. A strong clamor for reform 
emerged among the people. Out 
of this confl ict, small groups of 
people working together to live 
more like the early followers of 
Jesus began to emerge and the 
communities that embraced this 
kind of simple life of sharing and 
poverty — such as the Franciscans 
— exploded in size. St. Francis 
went from practicing with just a 

few of his friends to having over 
40,000 friars within about 60 
years.

These little groups didn’t spend 
their time and energy directly 
confronting the institution, rather 
they found cracks in the older 
form of “doing church” that 
wasn’t working anymore and 
found creative ways to live 
authenticity in those cracks and 
to grow something new. Being 
deeply rooted in the Christian 
tradition made it possible for 
these little networks of people 
who shared a common vision of 
what was possible to innovate 
with integrity. 

As anthropologist Margaret 
Mead famously observed: “Never 
doubt that a small group of 
thoughtful, committed citizens 
can change the world. Indeed, it 
is the only thing that ever has.”

So, as we watch in awe as 
nature’s beauty bursts back to 
life around us this spring, per-
haps we too can plant ourselves 
anew into the rich, nourishing 
soil of community and together-
ness, that if lived with authentic-
ity, help us to grow in health and 
hope.

Lisa Abad-Brown is associate 
for children, youth and family at 
Christ Church Grosse Pointe. 
Visit lisaabadbrown.com for 
more of her writings.

I  S AY  By Anne Gryzenia

GUEST:
Continued from page 6A

1950
75 years ago this week

SCHOOL BOND SALE 
SETS NEW RECORD: That 
big municipal bond buyers of 
the country look with high 
favor on the credit of the 
Grosse Pointe area was evi-
denced April 12, when the 
bids were opened for the 
$3,185,000 school bond issues 
recently authorized by the 
voter for school construction. 
There were three bidders, 
Lehman Brothers of New 
York, the First of Michigan 
Corporation and Blythe and 
Company of Chicago.

1975
50 years ago this week

GPF OKAYS CLOSING OF 
LAKEVIEW: The Farms 
Council has decided to close 
Lakeview Avenue between 
Mary and Carver streets for a 
period of one year to see if 
the banning of vehicular traf-

fic eliminates problems of 
partying youths, racing cars 
and excessive trash which 
have brought numerous com-
plaints from area residents.

2000
25 years ago this week

CITY, VILLAGE TO FIGHT 
LITTER: Village Association 
members and the City of 
Grosse Pointe Council dis-
cussed ways to reduce litter in 
The Village, a month after 
some on the council com-
plained about how bad the 
problem was in the City’s 
shopping district. The plan 
Village Association President 
Michael Kramer presented to 
the council called for an 
awareness program to be 
instituted among Village busi-
nesses. Store operators would 
be made aware of the problem 
as well as what their responsi-
bilities are.

THE TIGERS’ NEW 
S T A D I U M  —  I T ’ s 
GRRRRREAT!: The stadium is 
dead; long live the stadium. 
Grosse Pointers should enjoy 

Comerica Park, the new base-
ball stadium that will be home 
to the Detroit Tigers for many 
years. The stadium was built 
after the voters of Wayne 
County approved a ballot pro-
posal that called for the joint 
fi nancing of the new stadium 
between the county and the 
Ilitch family. Construction 
began three years ago. Seating 
capacity is 40,120. In addition 
to regular seating, the stadium 
has 102 luxury boxes that can 
be rented for $125,000 a year 
and up.

2015
10 years ago this week

B I L L  M A N D A T E S 
BODYCAMS: Legislation 
regulating police body cam-
eras is getting a second show-
ing in the state House of 
Representatives. A bill intro-
duced this session reprises 
one from last year. The main 
difference — and backers see 
this as a positive — is a con-
servative Republican from an 
Oakland County suburb 
introduced the original bill 
while the second feature is by 
a liberal Democrat from 
Detroit.

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES

Take advantage of all the 
Grosse Pointe News has to offer:

Subscribe at (313) 882-6900
grossepointenews.com/subscribe

Kid Scoop
What’s your

 FAVORITE PART?
Send us a photo of you with your completed favorite part of our weekly 

KID SCOOP section in the comics — and you’ll be entered to win a 
$25 gift card to CHOCOLATE BAR CAFE in our monthly contest.

JUST EMAIL us at media@grossepointenews.com with your photo, name, 
city and a brief reason why you like KID SCOOP. Your photo may be used 

in our next promotional ad. The deadline is FRIDAY, , 2025.

CONTEST!
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a massage or facial 
spa gift card

$20 OFF*

when you gift BOTH with 
our Serenity Package

$40 OFF*

*Offers available online and in-store. Valid 4/14-5/11/2025. $20 off a guest-priced one-hour massage or 
facial gift card. $40 off a guest-priced Serenity Spa Package (includes a one-hour massage AND one-hour 
facial treatment). Excludes waxing, series packages, and cash denomination purchases. Not valid towards 
introductory offers. Rates and services may vary by location. Sessions include time for consultation and 
dressing. Offers may not be combined. Independently Owned & Operated. ©2025 Hand & Stone Corp. 

This Mother’s Day, give her what she really wants.

ST. CLAIR SHORES | 586-777-7030
21920 Greater Mack Avenue 

www.handandstone.com

04
24

25

042425

BOOK ONLINE
hustleglowcleaning.com

(773) 414-5277
 info@hustleglowcleaning.com

STANDARD CLEANING
 DEEP CLEANING

MOVE IN/OUT CLEANING
 HOME ORGANIZATION

OFFER: 20% OFF Mention this ad. 
First time customers only.

042425

042425

21480 Greater Mack Avenue |  St. Clair Shores
586-773-1500 | www.connerpark.com

Because Brunch Isn’t Enough...Because Brunch Isn’t Enough...

Mother’s Day is Mother’s Day is
Sunday, May 11thSunday, May 11th

04
24

25

Roger Basse, appointed 
to the board this year. 
“The parks are high-
level now and wonder-
ful, but we can look at 
improvement as an out-
line to go forward.”

“The city master plan 

went through four revi-
sions,” Caulfield said. 
“What I assume is going 
to happen is whoever 
gets hired is going to do 
their initial assessment. 
They’ll probably come to 
this body along with the 
city administration ask-
ing, ‘What do you have, 
how does this work, what 
do you see, what do you 

want?’ Then it will go to 
community engagement 
and compare that with 
other communities and 
what they’re doing. 
Here’s the goals the com-
munity asked for. Let’s 
work toward those.”

Buchanan speculated 
that the municipal park 
system is the second-
most popular draw to liv-

ing in the Pointes, public 
schools being the fi rst.

“There’s a huge bud-
get,” Buchanan said. 
“We want to give people 
their maximum value 
out of the parks.”

Hindelang forecast the 
final document as the 
department’s vision for 
programs, asset utiliza-
tion and investment for 

the next 10 years.
“Like a strategic plan 

for a business,” he said. 
“The master plan is the 
guiding structure. The 
parks and recreation 
master plan will allow us 
to have that big-picture 
view documented.”

“I think it’s going to 
identify and help this 
commission prioritize 

not only future needs but 
what should we be 
focused on, what is truly 
important to the commu-
nity,” said Caulfield, 
chairman of the fi nance 
committee. “And what 
are our top items from a 
cost perspective we need 
to start capital improve-
ment projects. It’s going 
to open a lot of stuff.”

PLANNER:
Continued from page 2A

GROSSE POINTE FARMS — Joining a 
number of other establishments on The 
Hill, Flyleaf bookstore and bistro at 92 
Kercheval was approved last Monday 
for an on-street dining platform to take 
up one metered parking space along 
Kercheval.

Rather than incorporate additional 
outdoor seating, the establishment 
intends to split the six sets of tables 
and chairs previously occupying its 
sidewalk patio between the patio and 
the soon-to-be-constructed temporary 
seasonal platform. 

“In the past, we had that sidewalk 
area and we had six two-top (tables),” 
said Lani Martin, Flyleaf representa-
tive, “so we’re just planning to move 
three of those two-tops onto the plat-
form to make a little bit more separa-
tion between the tables and just to 
make it look visually like, ‘Hey, we’re 
a bistro that’s open for dining.’”

City approval comes with a number 
of standard safety conditions.

To clearly separate the dining area 
and vehicular traffi c, a minimum two-
foot separation must be maintained 
between the platform and the Kercheval 

travel lane, with an additional two-foot 
buffer from the adjacent parking 
spaces.

Wheel stops must be incorporated to 
distinguish the platform from active 
parking spaces, while bollards or other 
vertical elements are required to 
improve visibility and protect patrons 
from vehicular traffi c. 

To maintain walkability in the down-
town district, there must be a minimum 
clear sidewalk width of five feet of 
unobstructed pedestrian access.

Similar to other on-street dining plat-
form arrangements in the district, the 
city will charge Flyleaf $240 per month 
to lease the parking space, compensat-
ing for revenue lost from the parking 
meter. 

Other on-street dining options on 
The Hill include Luxe Bar and Grill, 
Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, Bronze Door and 
Cafe Nini. 

Farms city council Monday, April 14, 
approved Flyleaf’s dining platform 5-0, 
with councilmen Neil Sroka and Lev 
Wood absent.

— Laurel Kraus

Flyleaf approved for 
on-street dining platformGROSSE POINTE PARK — The city 

needs lifeguards.
Pre-season rosters are down all 

over, according to Parks and 
Recreation Director Chad Craig.

“It’s not only Grosse Pointe Park,” 
he said.

He wants to hire another 10 guards. 
A total of 15 new guards would get 
him fully stocked.

“I feel fairly confi dent we should 
have time to get there,” he said. “The 
last few years have been kind of a 
challenge.”

For more information about work-
ing for the park as a lifeguard, email 
Craig at craigc@grossepointepark.
org or Recreation Special ist 
Steadman Tylor at taylors@grosse
pointepark.org.

National shortage
T h e  A m e r i c a n  L i f e g u a r d 

Association attributed shortages in 
recent years to young people seeking 
career-building jobs. Then came 
COVID.

“Social distancing meant fewer 
training opportunities for new life-
guards and certifi cation,” according 
to an article on the organization’s 

website, americanlifeguardassocia
tion.com. “The shortage has been an 
ongoing issue, with about a third of 
the country’s 390,000 public swim-
ming pools remaining closed or 
opened sporadically last year due to 
the shortage.”

Experienced guards also are 
becoming a rarity.

“The biggest thing has become the 
number of years we can keep life-
guards,” Craig said. “It used to be 
four or fi ve years. It’s gone down to 
a season or two before they move on 
to something else.”

Lifeguards can’t just show up, put 
on a bathing suit and go to work. 
They need to be certified by an 
approved provider, such as the 
American Red Cross.

The Farms lures lifeguards by pay-
ing up to $15 per hour, reimbursing 
up to $250 for certifi cation class and 
doubling hourly pay for guards will-
ing to stay on the job during the fi nal 
two weeks of the season.

Starting pay for lifeguards in the 
City and Woods is $13.50 and $13, 
respectively.

— Brad Lindberg

Lifeguard shortage
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GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— A recent survey by the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System showed 
396 children birth to age 
9 living in 227 houses in 
the catchment area of 
Trombly Elementary 
School.

Kelly Sullivan of Epic/
MRA, a Lansing-based 
polling firm, presented 
the results at the GPPSS 
Board of Education meet-
ing Monday, April 14.

Chris Stanley, assis-
tant superintendent for 
curriculum and technol-
ogy, said the survey 
grew out of one the dis-
trict developed late last 
year.

“It’s important to have 
someone from the out-
side look at it and say, 
‘Here are the facts, here 
are our fi ndings.’”

Postcards were mailed 
to all 1,687 households 
in the Trombly catch-
ment area, each with a 
unique code. The survey 
was open March 10 to 

28.
“We had a handful of 

duplicate responses, but 
the answers were basi-
cally the same,” Sullivan 
said. “That might have 
been the case where a 
head of household 
responded, then another 
head of household 
responded wi thout 
knowing the other 
already had.”

There were 438 total 
responses, but only 227 
met the criteria.

“If they didn’t have at 
least one child under the 

age of 9 in the house-
hold, they were directed 
to a thank-you page and 
then to the GPPSS web-
site,” Sullivan said.

Based on data from 
Plante Moran, the survey 
estimated there would 
be 500 households that 
met the criteria, giving 
the survey a sampling 
error of plus or minus 
4.9 points.

Of those 227 house-
holds, 48 percent said 
they had two children 9 
or younger. Another 24 
percent had one and 21 
percent had three.

Some 64 percent of 
those children were 
below kindergarten age, 
while 51 percent of them 
attended a private pre-
school.

Among parents of chil-
dren 4 and younger, 60 
percent said they would 

eventually send their 
chi ldren to  Defer 
Elementary School if 
Trombly was not an 
option by then. Of those 
who said they would not, 
half said it was due to 
overcrowding issues. 

Another 28 percent said 
they preferred private or 
parochial schools.

If Trombly were to 
reopen as a preschool, 
86 percent of parents 

Flo Abke, GRI
Office: ((586)774-2300    Cell: ((313)378-3376

www.floabke.com

List Price
$234,900

Lovely, large 1,840 square ft. 4 bedroom colonial
located in the Grosse Pointe School District has many
newer features. This home offers an entry foyer, sharp 
updated hardwood and vinyl flooring, new 2nd story
carpet in 2023, attractive remodeled kitchen with
stove, refrigerator and dishwasher, spacious family
room with updated flooring, newer interior doors, 5
custom ceiling fans, updated light fixtures, lots of 
newer interior paint, 2 full nicely remodeled baths, 
updated cement driveway in 2016, new stamped
concrete patio in 2016, updated dimensional roof
2009, new central air in 2023, vinyl windows, circuit 
breakers, glass block windows in basement and more.
Washer and dryer also stay. Seller needed to relocate
out of state. One year home warranty is included.

20681 BEAUFAIT STREET, HARPER WOODS

042425

dents were shown how to tease the 
tree’s roots — “Usually we don’t like 
teasing, but in this case we do,” said 
Alaine Bush, forestry commissioner — 
and provided shovels of dirt and gal-
lons of water to the freshly planted 

tree. Commissioners then showed stu-
dents how to spread mulch to make the 
shape of a doughnut rather than a vol-
cano to protect the tree’s trunk. 

“This tree is going to grow with you 
guys,” Mayor Shelia Tomkowiak said, 
“so we’re really glad you guys are 
doing this with us.” 

— Laurel Kraus

TREE:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — Grosse Pointe 
South High School senior 
Josh Koch fi nished sev-
enth out of 251 students 
at the National Academic 
Quiz Tournaments’ 
Individual  Player 
National Championship 
Tournament held earlier 
this month in Chicago.

The top nine competi-
tors advanced to the 
fi nals the second day of 
the competition.

“I was pretty happy 
because I barely missed 
it last year,” Koch said.

Koch fi nished 13th last 
year and 32nd as a soph-
omore.

He was fi rst in the cur-
rent events category, 
second in social studies 
and fi fth in geography.

“Those are my favorite 
subjects and that stuff 
just seems to stick in my 

head,” Koch said. “I read 
a lot of news, too. I like to 
read a lot in general.”

Koch said he wrote 
down a lot of information 
while preparing for the 
tournament.

“That really helped 
when I came across a 
practice question I didn’t 
know,” he added.

Koch said he and his 
mom also like to watch 
“Jeopardy!” as another 
way to practice.

Peter Palen, a social 
studies teacher at South 
and coach of the quiz 
bowl team, said Koch has 
been captain the past 
three years.

“He is one of the best 
players in the country 
and it is truly a spectacle 
to watch him play,” Palen 
said. “His ability to antic-
ipate the direction of the 
pyramidal-style question 
is incredible. We have 
the annual faculty match 
on April 23 after school, 

(which was after press 
time) and I think it is 
going to be hard to put 
together a teacher team 
that can take him on.”

Koch also was the top 
individual performer for 
the second consecutive 
year at the NAQT state 
team tournament earlier 
this month. South fin-
ished second overall 
while Grosse Pointe 
North High School came 
in fourth. 

Koch plans to attend 
the  Univers i ty  o f 
Michigan in the fall to 
study international rela-
tions.

“I’d eventually like to 
work for the state depart-
ment,” he said.

He also is a member of 
the Blue Devil swim-
ming, cross country and 
track teams.

“I like to stay active,” 
Koch said.

The quiz bowl teams 
from South and North 

are preparing for the 
national team tourna-
ment in Atlanta over 
Memorial Day weekend. 
Jack McHenry and Jack 
Rabaut from North fi n-
ished 58th and 88th, 
respectively, at the indi-
vidual tournament in 
Chicago.

Quiz bowl is a compet-
itive, academic, inter-
scholastic activity for 
individuals and teams of 
students, according to 
the National Academic 
Quiz Tournaments. Quiz 
bowl teams use buzzers 
and answer questions 
about science, math, his-
tory, literature, mythol-
ogy, geography, social 
science, current events, 
sports and popular cul-
ture. Participation in 
quiz bowl both rein-
forces lessons from the 
classroom and encour-
ages players to develop 
new intellectual inter-
ests.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

South student excels at Quiz Bowl

COURTESY PHOTO

Grosse Pointe South High School senior Josh Koch 
at the National Academic Quiz Tournaments’ 
Individual Player National Championship 
Tournament earlier this month.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Trombly survey results in

See SURVEY, page 10A

Experience the Diebold Difference

(313) 964-3750
www.DieboldInsurance.com

Zach Roberts | Risk Advisor 

STRENGTH AND CLARITY, WHEN YOU NEED IT MOST

Diebold Insurance Agency has been a trusted advisor for 
thousands of individuals and businesses in Michigan since 1929.

We are proud to support our community,
and all the communities in which we live and work.

In an ever-changing landscape, we offer
Strength and Clarity, when you need it most!

042425

WHAT DELICIOUS TASTY GROSSE POINTE TREATS 
ARE YOU CRAVING THIS WEEK?

Go for a meal out on the town...So much to enjoy in your own neighborhood!

Look for MORE great Nosh dining ideas and specials on May 29!
TO ADVERTISE, CALL (313) 882-6900

DELICIOUS SOUP & SALAD BAR 
Build your own salad, and choose your soup. ENJOY!

VILLAGE GRILLE
(313) 882-4555 • villagegrillegp.com

PRIME WATERFRONT DINING
Stunning dishes and incredible views

THE CONTINENTAL at FORD HOUSE
(313) 884-4222 • fordhouse.org/dining

BEST BURGER AND FRIES IN GP!
Voted BEST of the BEST by Grosse Pointe News

IRISH COFFEE BAR AND GRILL
(313) 881-5675 • Find us on Facebook

Tuesday’s Only - HALF-OFF RIBS - Dine in Only
3p - 6p, with purchase of a beverage. Daily Specials 

CHAMPS ROTISSERIE & SEAFOOD
(313) 886-7755 • champsrotisserie.com

042425

NOTHING BUNDT LOVE!

NOTHING BUNDT CAKES
(313) 435-0437 • nothingbundtcakes.com
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OPEN
7

DAYS!www.partyadventureusa.comwwwww paarttyaddvveennttuurreeuussaa commm

23400 Greater Mack (South of 9 Mile)

St. Clair Shores • 586-776-9750

Life is Short...Have More Parties!
Balloons Balloons •• PlatesPlates

Cups • Napkins • FavorsCups • Napkins • Favors

1010%% OFFOFF EVERYTHING*
With this coupon. Limit one coupon per customer.

May not be combined with other offers.
*Excludes sale and clearance items.

Shop Online w/Code: GPN10OFF. Expires May 31, 2025
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Ashley '04 & Neil Plamp

Tracy & Doug Blatt

Curis Enterprises

Alda & Daniel Stahl '01

Nicole & Tony Nausieda

Gretchen Knoell 
& Mark Higbie '75

Andrea & Christopher 
Provenzano

Katie & Gregg Nelson

BB ‘69 GPUS & Jud Reis David NicholsonAnn & Jim Nicholson 

Alicia & John Nicholson JJ & Anthony Curis

Camp Bow Wow 
Jamie & Tony Caruso

Laura '98 & John Ecclestone Karen & Art SteitzCarolyn Cassin

Thank you 
to our Liggett Knight sponsors, 

donors, volunteers and supporters.

2025 Sponsors

042425

with children too young 
for kindergarten said 

they would send their 
children there.

Among children ages 5 
to 9 in the Trombly catch-
ment area, 20 percent 
attend either a private or 

parochial school or are 
homeschooled. Of those, 
70 percent said they 
would choose Trombly if 
it reopened as an ele-
mentary school.

Of parents with chil-
dren attending Defer, 71 
percent said they would 
switch to Trombly.

“The survey shows 
these parents are largely 
in agreement in their 
desire to see Trombly 
reopen,” Sullivan said.

Trustee Sean Cotton, 
who owns the Grosse 
Pointe News, asked if the 
data could be extrapo-
lated to the 500 house-
holds that were assumed 
to have children age 9 or 
younger.

“I think the next step is 
to fi nd that number,” he 
said. “We have the data 
we can apply to it.”

Sullivan said that only 
would be possible if the 
district could find that 
exact number. Trustee 
Ginny Juip suggested the 
district work with Plante 
Moran and Trombly 
United — a group that 
formed to encourage 
participation in the sur-
vey and advocates for the 
school’s reopening — to 
pinpoint that number.

SURVEY:
Continued from page 9A

GROSSE POINTE PARK — After 
months of discussion, plus years of 
speculation, the Grosse Pointe Public 
School System Board of Education has 
committed to reopening the former 
Trombly Elementary School in some 
capacity after a 7-0 vote at its meeting 
Monday, April 14.

Trustee Clint Derringer made a 
motion to get the building up to code 
for future district use. Trustee Sean 
Cotton, owner of the Grosse Pointe 
News, seconded the motion, which 
came after a presentation about the 
recent survey detailing how many chil-
dren birth to age 9 live in the Trombly 
catchment area (see story, page A9).

Derringer said he expects the money 
to come from a renewal of the district’s 
“safe and secure” bond, which is 
expected to be on the Nov. 4 ballot. If 
it passes, the district would receive 
$120 million over 20 years.

“We also need to make sure that bal-
lot language refl ects that,” Derringer 
said. “It’s clear, cut and dried. We can 
do it tonight.”

There previously was discussion 
about a formal resolution on the mat-
ter, which usually requires two read-
ings, meaning it would not have been 
considered until late May.

Superintendent Andrea Tuttle said 
estimates show it will take at least $6 
million to accomplish the task.

“We can’t open it for the 2025-26 
school year, even if the bond passes,” 
she said. “But if it’s going to remain in 
our inventory, we need to maintain it. 
If it’s not brought up to speed now, it 
may not happen.”

Members of the district’s Bond 
Advisory Committee at its meeting two 
weeks ago ranked Trombly last out of 
17 projects. The committee’s role is to 
recommend which of the most critical 
needs should be addressed using $60 
million of the bond proceeds. 

That includes things like relocating 
the main offi ce at Grosse Pointe South 
High School, renovating the Christian 
A. Fenton Performing Arts Center at 
Grosse Pointe North High School, new 
classroom furniture and district-wide 
air conditioning.

“We’re at a time when there’s a great 
need for pre-K classrooms,” Derringer 
said. “Demand is up and our capacity 
is down. We have a tremendous oppor-
tunity to make that building as effi cient 
as possible.”

The district has long discussed early 
childhood centers as a way to increase 
enrollment, the belief being that stu-
dents who attend pre-K classes will 
remain in the district for K-12 offer-
ings.

BoE commits to Trombly
By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

University Liggett 
School’s annual auction, 
Liggett Knight, raised 
$532,000 to support aca-
demic initiatives, build-
ing improvements , 
athletic equipment and 
more.

Held April 11, at The 
War Memorial, this 
year’s event featured live, 
silent and fi shbowl auc-
tions, as well as a special 
paddle raise that gener-
ated a record-setting 
$257,000 for The Institute 
for Innovation in STEM 
at ULS. 

Cressie Boggs, ULS’s 
director of development 
and alumni relations, 
extended heart fe l t 
thanks to the 2025 Liggett 
Knight co-chairs, JJ Curis 
and Alicia Nicholson, 

whose leadership and 
vision were instrumental 
in the event’s success. 
She also expressed grati-
tude to the Liggett Knight 
committee and many 
dedicated volunteers 
whose energy and guid-
ance made the evening 
possible.

“We also extend our 
appreciation to the gen-
erous bidders, donors 
and sponsors whose sup-
port enriched the Liggett 
Knight 2025 experience, 
making it an unforgetta-
ble night,” Boggs said. 
“Thanks to their generos-
ity — and the strength of 
our community — we 
continue to uphold our 
core values of excellence, 
empathy, integrity and 
respect.”

Since its inception, 
Liggett Knight has raised 
more than $5.6 million to 
benefi t school initiatives.

Popular live auction 
items included:

◆ an elegant 18-karat 
white gold diamond halo 
pendant from edmund t. 
AHEE Jewelers;

◆ a Detroit VIP sports 
extravaganza with tick-
ets to Lions, Tigers, 
Pistons, Red Wings and 
University of Michigan 
games, donated by 
Danielly and Nicholas 
Noecker of the Class ’85; 
and

◆ a private dinner 
party and overnight 
accommodations at 
ALEO, courtesy of JJ and 
Anthony Curis.

“We are truly grateful 

for the incredible gener-
osity and enthusiasm 
shown for this year’s 
Liggett Knight,” Boggs 
said. “The unwavering 
commitment of our com-
munity — through spon-
sorships, ticket purchases 
and item donations — 
ensures that we continue 
to provide an exceptional 
educational experience 
for our students. Our stu-
dents’ accomplishments 
are made possible by our 
community’s support, 
which fuels our mission 
to inspire curiosity, con-
fidence and a lifelong 
passion for learning.”

ULS parents, faculty 
and staff contributed 
auction items for the 
event, which was hosted 
at The War Memorial for 
the first time in school 
history.

Liggett Knight is 
Univers i ty  L igge t t 
School’s premier fund-
raising event. Proceeds 
support technology 
upgrades, academic pro-
gramming,  fac i l i ty 
enhancements, the arts, 
athletics and more.

Liggett Knight raises $532,000 for ULS programs

Top, from left, 
Randall Juip, 
Maureen Juip 
of the ULS 
Board of 
Trustees and 
Lauren and 
Bill Graca.
Bottom, from 
left, Dr. Raz 
Haladjian, 
Carla 
Haladjian of 
the ULS 
Board of 
Trustees, ULS 
faculty mem-
ber Lisa 
Cornell and 
ULS alumnus 
Chris Cornell.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ULS

From left, Liggett Knight co-chairs JJ Curis and 
Alicia Nicholson, with ULS alumnus JD Spina.

From left, Head of School Tom Sheppard, Jennifer 
Sheppard, Scott Reilly and Gretchen Knoell Higbie, 
president of the ULS Board of Trustees.

041025P
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2024 Top Producer at Higbie Maxon Agney.
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Paula Draper
paula@higbiemaxon.com
313-886-3400
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15 Kercheval Ave.
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236
Phone: 313.343.6591
Email: noah.hauswirth@raymondjames.com
Website: raymondjames.com/noahhauswirth

It’s been a 30-year jour-
ney for Michael Gravame, 
director of Grosse Pointe 
Theatre’s season-ending 
show, “The Secret 
Garden.” 

Gravame directed the 
play in Troy 30 years ago, 
shortly after the rights 
became available, and 
now brings it back to the 
stage at Parcells Middle 
School May 2 to 11.

“It’s coming full circle,” 
he said, noting one of the 
actors from that long-ago 
performance — Doug 
Clark — was cast as the 
male lead for the current 
show. 

“This show has always 
held a special place in my 
heart,” he added. “It’s 
one of the most beautiful, 
haunting musicals ever 
written. It’s based on the 
novel  by  Frances 

Hodgson Burnett and is 
over 100 years old. So 
many young girls and 
moms have said they 
grew up reading this 
book. Some of the char-
acters who are just men-
tioned in the book are 
expanded in the musi-
cal.”

Set in the early 1900s, 
the story follows young 
Mary Lennox, who is 
sent to Yorkshire, 
England, to live with an 
uncle she’s never met 
after her family dies from 
cholera. The uncle, 
Archie Craven, is griev-
ing the loss of his wife, 
Lily, who died 10 years 
earlier.

Through unexpected 
friendships and the dis-
covery of a long-forgot-
ten garden, Mary sets in 
motion a journey of emo-
tional and physical heal-
ing for herself and those 
around her.

“Thirty years ago, I was 
a young director,” 
Gravame said. “You grow 
as a director; when you 
start, you might copy or 
mimic the original. I did 
come up with some cre-
ative ideas last time, but 
revisiting it, I have newer 
ideas for the show.

“It’s about grief and 
how to cope and moving 
on,” he continued. “I’ve 
experienced those things 
now that I’m older … 
thus enabling me to see 
this show from a new 
perspective and with a 
deeper appreciation for 
its message of hope, love 
and renewal.

“… There’s a reason 
this novel has resonated 
with audiences for over a 
century,” he added. “It 
speaks to the child in all 
of us and reminds us that 
even in the darkest of 
places, something beauti-
ful can grow.”

T h e  p r o d u c t i o n 
includes the presence of 
spirits who haunt the 
mansion — an element 
unique to the musical 
version. 

“Staging these ghostly 
characters was one of the 
biggest creative chal-
lenges,” Gravame said. 
“But it allowed us to 
explore grief and mem-
ory in a really moving, 
theatrical way.”

Nearly 70 hopefuls 
auditioned for “The 
Secret Garden,” which 
attracted the best of the 
best among community 
theater singers.

“It’s a classic musical 
that’s not done very 
often,” Gravame said. “It 
has not been reprised on 
Broadway since it origi-
nally opened in 1991. … 
Because it’s not done 
often, it attracted people 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

‘The Secret Garden’ 
closes GPT’s 77th season

PHOTO COURTESY OF GPT

Josephine O’Reilly stars as Mary Lennox in Grosse 
Pointe Theatre’s “The Secret Garden.”

Eric Backman has wit-
nessed the power of 
prayer in his own life and 
the lives of others, and 
eagerly speaks about his 
own transformation — 
from an atheist on a 
quest  to  d isprove 
Christianity to a faith-
filled believer in Jesus 
Christ.

Backman will talk 
about his faith journey 
and the power of prayer 
at the Mayors’ Prayer 
Breakfast, beginning at 
7:30 a.m. Thursday, May 
1, at the Grosse Pointe 
Y a c h t  C l u b ,  7 8 8 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores.

The event is sponsored 
by the Grosse Pointe 
Chamber of Commerce.

“I grew up in Grosse 
Pointe and didn’t have 
much of a Christian 
u p b r i n g i n g , ”  s a i d 
Backman, a Grosse 
Pointe Woods resident. 
“My parents were won-
derful. There was just no 
formal catechesis. At a 
certain point, I developed 
not an unbelief, but an 
irritation to those who do 
believe.”

His irritation sprouted 
during childhood when 
his father was diagnosed 
with lung cancer. Though 
initially, treatment suc-

cessfully rid his body of 
the disease, it came back 
more severe and wide-
spread.

“That’s the fi rst time I 
ever prayed,” Backman 
said. “I prayed for my 
dad to be healed. He died 
two weeks later. That 
had an underlying impact 
to my animosity toward 
faith.”

At Albion College, 
Backman refused invita-
tions to attend Mass — 
including from the 
woman who now is his 
wife. Instead, he said, “it 
sparked an irritation that 
I’m going to prove this 
wrong.”

He took classes, read 
spiritual classics and 
studied hard. He found 
more philosophical con-
sistency than he antici-
pated. Post-college his 
education continued, 
through podcasts and 
speaking with local pas-
tors about faith. He even 
took a course on 
Catholicism — all to dis-
prove Christianity.

“I found more good 
answers to the questions 
I posed,” he said. “I went 
from, ‘I don’t think this is 
true,’ to ‘maybe it could 
be true,’ to ‘I think it’s 
true.’ And that phase 
lasted a really long time.”

Backman joined the 
Catholic Church but still 
struggled with doubt. A 

“Journey Through the 
Bible” course helped, but 
it wasn’t until he attended 
a prayer workshop at 
Sacred Heart Seminar in 
2017, when things started 
falling into place.

He witnessed the 
power of prayer, within 
himself and others.

“That was when it went 

from the head to the 
heart for me,” he said.

Backman will share 
during the breakfast 
about that power, as well 
as how the Lord brought 
him deeper into his faith.

“It helped me to release 
control of my life — let-
ting go of the steering 
wheel,” he said. “Anyone 

who knows how I was 
knows that’s not my MO, 
but it totally is now. The 
more I release my tight 
grip, maybe not every-
thing will go well, but I 
will always have peace. 
How can I not like the 
plan if I know (God) is in 
charge? It has brought 
peace and joy to my fam-
ily, my business, my cli-
ents.”

A certified financial 
planner and founder of 
B a c k m a n  W e a l t h 
Management on The Hill, 
Backman developed a 
faith-based investment 
platform that screens 
investments for align-
ment with biblical prin-
ciples, helping clients 
steward their resources 
in a way that honors their 
values.

He also is an active 
member of St. Paul on 
the Lake Cathol ic 
Church; serves as vice 
president of vocations for 
Serra Club; is an advisor 
t o  t h e  C a t h o l i c 
Foundation of Michigan; 
chairs the board of 
Chesterton Academy of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
in Clinton Township; is a 
national advisor to 
Regina Caeli Academy; 
and helped launch the 
residency program at 
Gianna House.

On a personal level, 
Backman and his wife, 

Carrie, have four chil-
dren — Michael, Anne, 
Helen and Mary Rose — 
and a fi fth on the way.

“The Lord has given 
me a good story to share,” 
he said. “It’s not my time 
anymore; all of it’s his, 
but I know it’s good.”

In addition to speaking 
about the power of 
prayer, Backman will 
lead attendees in prayer, 
“and see how the Lord 
impacts their hearts,” he 
said. “My words can 
inspire, but he can 
change lives.”

This year’s Mayors’ 
Prayer Breakfast is spon-
sored by Corewell 
Health, Sean and Nancy 
Cotton and The War 
Memorial.

Tickets are $65 and 
may be purchased online 
at grossepointechamber.
com.

“This event is uplifting 
and beautiful,” said 
Abigail Turnbull, cham-
ber membership and 
event coordinator. “This 
will be my third prayer 
breakfast. Seeing all the 
people in the community 
with stories to share is so 
unique. People say it’s 
their favorite event of the 
year. To be with people 
who are likeminded and 
touched by faith is very 
special.”

For more information, 
call (313) 881-4722.

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Keynote speaker to highlight the power of prayer

COURTESY PHOTO

Eric Backman will share his journey from atheist to 
believer during the Mayors’ Prayer Breakfast.

Mayors’ Prayer Breakfast is May 1
See GARDEN, page 8B
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Get skin in top shape for springtime celebrations

Dr. Richard Ferrara and Dr. Katherine 
Caretti, of Grosse Pointe Woods’ Skin & 
Laser Center,  see many people come in 
during spring to check in on the status 
of their skin. As the Pointes head into a 
season of celebrations, from showers and 
weddings to graduations and vacations, 
photo opportunities will abound where you 
will want your skin to look its best.

After a long and drying winter, it’s 
perfect timing to assess any of the various 
dermal issues that can pop up — and get on 
track for a beautiful glow that will take you 
through celebration season  looking dewy 
fresh.

The docs walked our style team through 
some of the many available treatments that 
address imperfections and even out skin so 
it looks smooth and supple.

Here are some of the latest and most 
popular procedures  and products to keep 
skin in tip top shape:

Daxxify
This long-lasting, peptide-powered 

treatment takes care of those pesky 
expression lines that rob skin of its 
youthful freshness. It’s advised to time  this 
particular treatment  months prior to 
your special event.

Vi peels
These peel procedures are a great way to 

improve skin quickly with little downtime. 
Peels exfoliate the outer layer of skin to 
renew and rejuvenate your complexion, 
correcting minor skin imperfections such 
as wrinkles, acne scarring and uneven skin 
pigmentation. 

This procedure is recommended a series 
of three treatment spaced 

 months before he wedding or 
special occasion.

Diamond Glow
A customizable facial using a patented 
diamond-tip technology that exfoliates the 
skin and delivers a beautiful glow. This 
procedure is recommended as a series of 

treatments with the last facial timed 
just days before the big day. 

Latisse eyelashes

to grow fuller, longer lashes within 16 
weeks with daily applications. Plan ahead 
accordingly so that your round of treatments 
ends just prior to your celebration.

If you are looking for something that is 
easy to use on your own at home, here are 
some of the best products for skin that you 
can apply yourself:

SkinBetter Mystro
This adaptogen-based serum reduces 

redness as well as smooths out mottled 
pigmentation, dullness, and uneven skin 
texture. If you choose this product it 
is advised to start applying it regularly 
beginning 12 weeks prior to your event.

SkinBetter Alpha Ret 
These easy-to-use peel pads are an at-

home treatment for dull, uneven skin tone 
and texture. Use weekly for best results.

Alastin ReSurface Skin Polish
Uncover instantly smoother, visibly 

glowing skin with dual-action exfoliation 
powered by volcanic minerals and glycolic 
acid to sweep away dead skin cells. 

Whatever you are looking for to show off 
your best face for celebration season, Skin 
& Laser Center has the expertise and advice 
to give you a great glow. 

The Skin & Laser Center is located at 
20043 Mack Ave. For more information, 
contact them at (313) 884-5100 or online at 
ferraraderm.com.

         to bloomTime

COURTESY PHOTOS

Dramatic results from Vi peel treatments reveal smoother skin, with a more even tone.

Skin & Laser Center has the latest options for looking fresh and fabulous

Dr. Katherine CarettiDr. Richard Ferrara

MEET THE DOCTORS
The Skin & Laser Center of Grosse Pointe is the cosmetic aesthetic wing of Ferrara Dermatology. Their 

They offer a wide range of state of the art skin treatments.
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16847 Kercheval Avenue • Grosse Pointe
313-882-6880

www.theleagueshop.com

The Perfect Gift
for All the

Special Mothers
this Mother’s Day
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Our Private Banquet RoomOur Private Banquet Room
is the perfect place to host your event!is the perfect place to host your event!

Our Private Banquet RoomOur Private Banquet Room
is the perfect place to host your event!is the perfect place to host your event!

Call to Reserve for your Special Day!

16930 Kercheval Avenue (bet. Cadieux & Notre Dame)

313-882-4555 • www.villagegrillegp.com

Bridal Shower • Rehearsal Dinner • Wedding Reception
Sports Event • Baby Shower • Business Meeting

Grosse Pointe’s Grosse Pointe’s 
Friend liestFriend liest

Family  RestaurantFamily  Restaurant!!
LUNCH • DINNER • SPORTS BAR • KIDS GAME ROOMLUNCH • DINNER • SPORTS BAR • KIDS GAME ROOM

Sp i l D !CCallll to Reserve ffor y
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Gorski—Keene

Dr. Robert and Lucy Gorski of Grosse Pointe 
Shores announce the engagement of their daugh-
ter, Carolyn Gorski, to Drew Keene, the son of 
Doug and Tammie Keene of Alanson.

Ms. Gorski, a 2002 graduate of Grosse Pointe 
South High School, earned a bachelor’s degree 
in sociology and bioethics from Michigan State 
University. She is a program director in health 
and education with Bloom Pediatrics.

Mr. Keene earned a bachelor’s degree in math 
and physics education from Central Michigan 
University. He is a director of operations in the 
technology industry.

A September 2026 wedding is planned.

ENGAGEMENT

Carolyn Gorski and Drew Keene

Pastor Ruth Azar can 
relate to the young peo-
ple she serves through 
the Second Mile Center 
of Detroit. Like many of 
them, she grew up expe-
riencing domestic vio-
lence; she lost her father 
suddenly when she was 
9; she belonged to a 
motorcycle gang; she is 
from an immigrant fam-
ily.

“I was poor when I was 
young, but we didn’t take 
any handouts,” she said. 
“I can see why God might 
have chosen me. I can 
identify with them. I 
know how to survive.

“You have to have peo-
ple who are willing to 
take a chance,” she 
added. “I’m so blessed. I 
didn’t believe in God for 
30 years. I can relate to 
that, too.”

Azar is the founder 
and executive director of 
the Second Mile Center 
of Detroit, which has 
been serving the notori-
ous 48205 ZIP code since 
2007, teaching hope, 
faith and love to children 
and youth, while expand-
ing its outreach to the 
broader community.

She introduces her 
charges to new experi-
ences, from learning to 
milk cows to taking in a 
baseball game to visiting 

the Detroit Institute of 
Arts.

Second Mile Center 
offers food and clothing 
as well, but its main 
focus is faith in God.

“The center has offered 
mostly children’s pro-
grams through the 
years,” Azar said. “We’re 
trying to teach children 
that they are account-
able. They may not be to 
you or me, but they are 
accountable to God. I 
don’t want them to forget 
who they belong to. I call 
each one a child of God 
and that they are loved 
and they matter. That’s 
who they are to me and I 
don’t want them to forget 
that.

“We teach children to 
have God in their back 
corner and if they do their 
best, they can get out of 
every situation they want 
to,” she added. “And get 
educated — get a jump-
start on their future. 
Graduate high school and 
go on to college; we help 
with that.”

The center does as 
much as it can for youth 
in the community, includ-
ing feeding them and pro-
viding essential needs.

“We don’t hand out 

cash,” Azar said. “You 
work for me to earn 
money. There are no 
handouts.”

The center’s annual 
budget is $150,000, 
“which is nothing for the 
amount we do,” Azar 
said. But it operates with-
out grants or federal 
funding, “because we 
teach the word of God,” 
she added. “So we have 
to fi gure out ways to raise 
money.”

The center receives 
help — Grosse Pointe 
Memorial Church is one 
of the top three churches 
that support the non-
profi t — but more help is 
always needed.

To support its mission, 
Second Mile Center is 
hosting the second 
annual “A Night at the 
Races” fundraiser from 
5:30 to 10:30 p.m. 
Saturday, May 3, at 
Copper Hop Brewing Co., 
23401 Greater Mack, St. 
Clair Shores.

The Kentucky Derby-
themed event includes 
live race viewing, raffl es, 
derby-themed games and 
prizes, as well as best hat 
and best dressed con-
tests. Derby attire is 
encouraged.

“This will be a great 
event to raise needed 
operational funds,” Azar 
said, adding she hopes to 
bring in new annual 
donors as well. “Last year 
was such a success that 
our board knew immedi-
ately we had to do it 
again. Even though we 
started after the race, so 
many guests arrived in 
Derby-themed attire that 
we decided to lean fully 
into the theme this year. 
Now, we’re kicking off 
early so everyone can 
watch the race on the big 
screen and enjoy the 
excitement from start to 
fi nish.”

“Copper Hop is a great 
space,” added Alex Boles, 
a volunteer on the event 
committee. “They’ve 
always been gracious 
with the center in hosting 
events and with sponsor-
ships. … They under-
stand what the program 
is and how it affects 
young people in the area. 

“We want to raise 
awareness of the center 
and this is going to be a 
great event for a great 
cause,” he continued. 
“Anything we can do to 
help the community and 
bring a subset of people 
closer to God in the pro-
cess is a win-win-win for 
everybody.”

Boles said he hopes the 
fundraiser reaches a 
broad audience and 
allows new faces to get to 
know the center and offer 
help. 

“It’ll be nice to have 
new faces in the commu-
nity come out,” he added. 
“If it’s to support Second 
Mile Center, great. If it’s 
just to go to Copper Hop 
and spend a couple extra 
dollars, great. They can 
donate to the center and 
rest assured it’s going to 
a great cause.”

Tickets for “A Night at 
the Races” are $30 gen-
eral admission, $50 VIP. 
VIP tickets include two 
drinks and a commemo-
rative Copper Hop glass.

“It should be a fun 
night and it’s supporting 
a local business,” Azar 
said.

To register, visit 
shorter.at/aHWM3 or 
secondmilecenter.org, 
scan the QR code or call 
(734) 730-1594.

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

‘A Night at the Races’ benefits Second Mile Center

When she first was 
called to open the Second 
Mile Center of Detroit — 
a place that offers after-
s c h o o l  p r o g r a m s , 
summer activities, cloth-
ing, Bible studies, field 
trips and other opportu-
nities to young people liv-
ing in Detroit’s 48205 ZIP 
code — Ruth Azar didn’t 
feel equipped enough to 
answer the call.

She said as much to a 
fellow pastor, who 
assured her God would 
equip her.

Once convinced she 
could do it, she tried to 
set a time limit to her 
role.

“I told God I’d be here 
five years,” Azar said. 
“Here I still am. This was 
a call on me. I didn’t plan 
on doing it. He gave me 
orders; all I did was lis-
ten.”

Azar founded Second 
Mile Center in 2007, and 
has been a fi xture in the 
community ever since. 
She ministers to young 
people and the broader 
community about God 
and faith, responsibility 
and accountabil i ty, 
respect and love. In 
return, the hundreds of 
boys and girls, young 
men and young women 
who have fi ltered through 
the center over the years 
call her “Mom” and look 
out for her.

She says it’s simply 
because she shows them 
love.

“Most of these kids 
don’t feel a sense of 
belonging,” Azar said. “I 
tell them, ‘The gangs are 
outside. The gang in here 
is a Jesus Christ gang.’ I 
make sure they under-
stand how valuable they 
are. Do they make mis-
takes? Sure. But I’m 
going to be there for 
them a second time, a 
third time, a fourth time. 
I tell them, ‘Let’s just try 
to do better.’”

Azar and her team 
offer a variety of oppor-
tunities to young people 
who pass through the 
center’s doors. 

Prior to COVID, there 
were 265 children regis-
tered at the center. Now, 
100 young people partici-
pate in its offerings, 
which include everything 
from a Monday night 
community dinner and a 
food pantry to homework 
and job placement help.

“We get a lot of teach-
ing moments,” Azar said. 
“We try to teach about 
God, but we help them 
with their homework and 

anything that goes on in 
their life they need help 
with. We teach them 
games, too, and we teach 
them morals.”

“She’s a workhorse,” 
volunteer Alex Boles 
said. “She doesn’t have to 
do this, but choses to do 
it on top of a demanding 
career. She never stops. 
That says something 
about her work ethic and 
what the kids mean to 
her.

“… Since 2007, this has 
always been the biggest 
part of her life,” he added. 
“I didn’t know she was an 
accountant until I had 
enough money to need 
her services. That speaks 
to the drive she has, her 
commitment to the com-
munity and to making 
things better.”

The center will host a 
Kentucky Derby-themed 
fundraiser May 3 (see 
story, above), in hopes of 
raising money to support 
the center’s operational 
expenses, but also to 
spread the word about 
the work the center does.

“Living (in Grosse 
Pointe) has amazing lux-
uries and opportunities,” 
Boles said. “It’s a nice 
place to live and we can 
take it for granted. Drive 
10 minutes down the 
road and it’s a different 
area. They don’t have 
access to much, but that 
couple of hours (at the 
center) treats them to 
something new. … These 
are children without a 
good influence in their 
life. At the center, we 
have life skills, personal 
skills and God to teach 
them.

“… It’s not their fault,” 
he added. “They come 
from damaged homes, 
from a high-crime area. 
Coming to the center, 
even if it’s just for an 
hour or two, is an escape 
from a place that’s super 
dark. That’s enough for 
(Azar) to continue to do 
what she does.”

Every day includes les-
sons about God and his 
love, Azar noted.

“That’s why we’re 
there,” she said. “We are 
hoping we change their 
lives as well. We try to 
help them, feed them. 
They don’t forget your 
kindness. … You just 
have to be interested in 
them. It does change peo-
ple’s lives.

“Everyone of us can 
make a difference in 
somebody’s life,” she 
added. “I’ve seen it over 
and over and over. … 
Most kids just want to be 

Second Mile Center 
on a mission from God
By Jody McVeigh
Editor

May 3 event hosted at Copper Hop Brewing Co.

See MISSION, page 4B

The Grosse Pointe North Interact Club participated in a plarning 
project Feb. 27.
Plarning is the process of reclaiming plastic shopping bags, which 
are hand-made into plastic yarn used to weave into waterproof 
beds and pillows for the homeless. North student volunteers, un-
der the direction of Julie Nixon and Jill Davenport, converted 
strips of plastic bags, pre-cut by volunteers from North’s school 
staff and the Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary Club. 
The North Interact club is sponsored by Grosse Pointe Sunrise 
Rotary, who mentor and guide Interactors as they carry out proj-
ects and develop leadership skills. Interact clubs bring together 
young people ages 12 to 18, to develop leadership skills while dis-
covering the power of “Service Above Self.”
The community is encouraged by Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary 
Club members to join the Tuesday morning breakfasts and pre-
sentations at 7 a.m. at Ford House, Grosse Pointe Shores. Email 
dennis.rotary1591@gmail.com for further details. PHOTOS COURTESY OF MARISSA FORD

Special project
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When you don’t feel like 
reading you can

Listen!

We get it. Life is busy. You want to know what’s 
happening in the community  — but these days 
it’s hard to fi nd the time to read. That’s why we 
put each article of the Grosse Pointe News in 
an audio format. So while you’re multitasking, 

or in between podcasts, you can listen to what’s 
happening in your neighborhood. Smart.

Get the Pointes...Get the Pointes...

AUDIO NEWS

accepted. Breaking down 
walls — that’s what we’re 
trying to do. There 
shouldn’t be walls 
between us.”

Boles said he’s watched 
young people come 
through the center over 
the years and has seen 
changes in many of them.

“Speaking to the center 
in general, they come as 

people in need and leave 
as part of a family,” he 
said. “Years pass and 
some still come back, 
because it made such an 
impact.”

“I think we all need a 
mentor,” Azar added. “I 
tell them, ‘I’m your angel 
for a little while. I don’t 
know for how long, but 
use me for the time you 
have me. I’m not always 
going to be there. That’s 
why we have God.’

“It’s important for them 

to know I was there for 
them for that time,” she 
continued. “I wish I could 
do more. Whether you’re 
from Grosse Pointe, 
Harper Woods or Detroit, 
there’s one thing we all 
have in common — we all 
want love. They come to 
the people who love 
them.”

For more information 
about Second Mile 
Center, visit secondmile
center.org.

MISSION:
Continued from page 3B
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Anthony Marcellini of Progressive Art Studio Collective, left, with Lakeshore 
Optimist President Steve Licari.

Optimists learn about 
progressive art studio

Anthony Marcellini, founder and 
program manager for the Progressive 
Art Studio Collective, recently pre-
sented an overview of the organization 
to the Lakeshore Optimist Club. 

PASC was launched in January 
2021, as the fi rst and only progressive 
art and design studio and exhibition 
program in Wayne County dedicated 
to supporting artists with developmen-
tal disabilities and/or mental health 
differences to advance independent 
artistic practices and build individual 
career paths in the art and design 
fi elds. 

PASC runs three studios in Detroit, 

Southgate and Westland and works 
with over 190 artists with disabilities 
weekly. 

Artists work with a staff of peer 
practicing artists and curators who 
offer advice, expertise and encourage-
ment to aid PACS artists in their artis-
tic career paths. To learn more about 
the work of PASC, go to progres-
siveartstudiocollective.org.

Lakeshore Optimist Club meets the 
second and fourth Wednesdays of 
each month at 7:30 a.m. All are wel-
come to attend, listen to speakers and 
see what the club is all about. See 
gpoptimists.com for details.

Members and guests 
are invited to The Helm 
at the Boll Life Center, 
158 Ridge, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, for a Cards & 
Games Party 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. Tuesday, April 29. 

The Helm will have 
board games and playing 
cards set out, but attend-
ees are welcome to bring 
their own. There also will 
be lawn games — cro-

quet and corn hole — and 
the bocce court will be 
open too. A jigsaw puzzle 
also will be available.

Food and beverages 
will be provided. 

“The surgeon general 
cites social isolation as 
an epidemic, especially 
in the elder population 
when social circles 
become smaller and we 
lose social outlets,” said 

Krista Siddall, The Helm 
executive director. “The 
Helm is a welcoming 
place to spend some 
time, meet new friends 
and enjoy various activi-
ties.”

Game night costs $8 
per member and $12 for 
guests. Registration is 
required at helmlife.org 
or by calling (313) 882-
9600.

An evening of cards, 
games at The Helm

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers a variety of classes 
a n d  p r o g r a m s . 
Registration is required 
at (313) 882-9600 for the 
following:

◆  W i s e  G u y s 
Conversation Group, 9 to 
10 a.m. Mondays.

◆ Pinochle Club, 1:30 
to 3:30 p.m. Tuesdays. 
Free for members, $6 for 
guests. 

◆ Texas Hold ’em 
Poker, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Tuesday. Free for mem-
bers, $6 for guests.

◆ Bocce League, 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesdays, 
beginning June 3. Free 
for members, $6 for 
guests.

◆ Mahjong Club, 1 to 4 
p.m. Wednesdays, Free 
for members, $6 for 
guests.

◆ The Friendship Club, 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. the sec-
ond Thursday of each 
month.

◆ Ping-Pong Group, 3 
to 5 p.m. Fridays. Free 
for members, $3 for 
guests.

◆ Social Media for 
Mature Learners, 4 to 5 
p.m. Fridays, through 
May 9, with instructor 
Janisse Green.

◆ The movie “Here” is 
shown at noon Friday, 
April 25. Cost is $3 for 
members, $5 for guests, 
and includes snacks.

◆ Cards & Games 
Party, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 29. Cost is 
$8 for members, $12 for 
guests.

◆ The Spice & Tea 
Exchange Grosse Pointe, 
1 to 2 p.m. Tuesday, May 
6. Learn the ins and outs 
of the new business in 
The Village with owner 
Sara Biery.

◆ Out-to-Lunch Bunch, 
noon to 2 p.m. Thursday, 
May 8. The group will 
visit Golden Chopsticks. 
The bus ride costs $6 for 
members, $8 for guests. 
Those driving themselves 
should meet at the res-
taurant at 12:30 p.m.

◆ The first four epi-
sodes of “Man on the 
Inside” will be shown at 
noon Friday, May 9. Cost 
is $3 for members, $5 for 
guests, and includes 

snacks.
◆  Premier World 

Discovery presents 
“Albuquerque Balloon 
Fiesta and Santa Fe” and 
“Christmas Season in 
Victoria and Vancouver,” 
from noon to 1 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 13. Learn 
about these upcoming 
trips, planned in October 
and December, respec-
tively. 

◆ The movie “Bank of 
Dave” will be shown at 
4:30 p.m. Thursday, May 
15. Cost is $3 for mem-
bers, $5 for guests, and 
includes snacks.

◆ The last four epi-
sodes of “Man on the 
Inside” will be shown at 
noon Friday, May 23. 
Cost is $3 for members, 
$5 for guests, and 
includes snacks.

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a 
variety of programs. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.

◆ Mongolian Falconry 
a n d  W i l d l i f e 
Conservation with Dr. 
Carl, 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday, April 24, at 
Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆ Reader Dog, 10 to 11 
a.m. Saturday, April 26, 
at Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ GPPL Friends $5 Bag 
Sale, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, April 26, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆  Grosse Pointe 
C o m m u n i t y  G a m e 
Meet-Up, noon to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, April 26, at 
Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆  Family Center 
Community Book Club, 7 
to 8 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 30, at Central, 10 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

◆ Getting to the Art of 
Things with Ashley 
Menth, 6 to 7 p.m. 
Thursday, May 1, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Motor City Famous, 
7 to 8:30 p.m. Thursday, 
May 1, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆ Star Wars Craft, 2 to 
3 p.m. Saturday, May 3, 
at Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

Ecumenical 
Breakfast

The Grosse Pointe 
Men ’s  Ecumenica l 
Breakfast group meets at 
7:45 a.m. Friday, April 
25, at Grosse Pointe 
Memorial Church, 16 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. Thomas Coyle 
speaks. Cost for break-
fast is $7. Registration is 
not required and first-
time guests eat free.

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:

◆ 1 to 7 p.m. Friday, 
April 25, Our Lady of 
Hope Catholic Church, 
28301 Little Mack, St. 
Clair Shores.

◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 30, 
Holy Innocents Catholic 
C h u r c h ,  2 6 0 0 0 
Ridgemont, Roseville.

◆ 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 1, Pier 
Park, 350 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆ 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, May 6, First 
E n g l i s h  L u t h e r a n 
Church, 800 Vernier, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 
Thursday, May 15, 
Grosse Pointe United 
Methodist Church, 211 
Moross, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

◆ 7:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. 
Friday, May 16, Henry 
Ford St. John Hospital, 
22101 Moross, Detroit.

◆ 11 a.m. to 7:15 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 21, 
Richard Elementary 
School, 176 McKinley, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆  1  to  7  p .m. 
Wednesday, May 21, 
Jefferson Masonic Lodge 
No. 553, 22000 E. 11 
Mile, St. Clair Shores.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

POST Detroit
POST Detroit, 14500 

Kercheval, Detroit, hosts 
several workshops dur-
ing March. To sign up for 
the following, visit 

AREA ACTIVITIES

See EVENTS, page 7B
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The Friends of Art & 
Flowers auxiliary of the 
Detroit Institute of Arts 
will host its 25th annual 
Elizabeth Sites Kuhlman 
Lecture at 10:30 a.m. 
Monday, April 28, in the 
Marvin and Betty Danto 
Lecture Hall at the DIA. 

This year’s event fea-
tures Daniel Santamaria, 
an  in te rna t iona l ly 
acclaimed fl oral designer 
and creative director at 
the Escola Disseny Floral 
i  Pa i sa tg i sme  de 
Barcelona, bringing his 
global perspective to 
Detroit’s cultural land-
scape.

Santamaria is known 
for his bold, imaginative 

floral installations that 
merge European tradi-
tion with avant-garde 
techniques — an aes-
thetic rarely seen in the 
U.S. The Friends of Art & 
Flowers expects to draw 
artists, gardeners and 
design enthusiasts from 
across the region for his 
visit.

The Friends of Art & 
Flowers is a passionate 
group of museum mem-
bers who share a deep 
love of both art and fl oral 
design. Its mission is to 
beautify the museum 
with fresh, seasonal fl o-
r a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s 
throughout fall and 
spring. 

The group also hosts 
two public lectures each 
year. The Betsy Campbell 
Lecture in the fall spot-
lights outdoor gardening 
and landscape design, 
while the Elizabeth Sites 
Kuhlman Lecture in the 
spring showcases world-
class fl oral talent — with 
past speakers including 
Bart Hassam of Australia 
and Frédéric Dupré of 
France.

An optional lunch fol-
lows the lecture from 
noon to 1:30 p.m.

Cost is $45 for the lec-
ture only, $90 for the lec-
ture and lunch.

Reserve tickets online 
at tinyurl.com/hndppnbs.

Friends of Art & Flowers lecture April 28

“Branches & Twigs: 
Odes to the Mother Tree” 
is on display at the Grosse 
Pointe Congregational 
Church Arts Ministry Art 
Gallery through July 13. 
Works by 19 artists 
explore the powerful 
image of trees in water-
color, oil, acrylic, assem-
blage and photography. 

The theme of the exhi-
bition is inspired by the 
research of Dr. Suzanne 
Simard, summarized in 
her book, “Finding the 
Mother Tree: Discovering 
the Wisdom of the 
Forest.” Simard’s decades 

of research led her to con-
clude that at the center of 
a healthy forest is a 
Mother Tree, an old-
growth matriarch that 
acts as a hub of nutrients 
shared by trees of differ-
ent ages and species 
linked together by an 
underground fungal net-
work. 

In addition to the art, 
the gallery contains a 
prayer tree. Attendees are 
invited to write prayers or 
wishes on “leaves” to 
attach to a branch of the 
tree. At the end of the 
exhibition, all the prayers 

and wishes will be gath-
ered and burned during a 
brief ceremony in the 
Peace Garden at GPCC. 
The wishing tree was 
inspired by the Tanabata 
Celebrat ion,  which 
occurs every year in 
Japan around July 7, and 
was fi rst celebrated in the 
year 755. In present-day 
Japan, people generally 
celebrate this day by writ-
ing wishes, sometimes in 
the form of poetry, 
on small, colorful pieces 
of paper and hanging 
them on bamboo.

A reception open to the 

public takes place 7 to 9 
p.m. Arbor Day, Friday, 
April 25. The reception 
includes live jazz per-
formed by the Matthew 
Daher Trio and light 
refreshments. 

Participating artists 
i n c l u d e  N o b u k o 
Yamasaki of Grosse 
Pointe Shores; Linda 
Boyle, Ruth Harvey, 
Kathryn Poremski, Kari 
Rasmussen and Cindy 
Sommerville of Grosse 
Pointe Park; Jackie 
Brooks, Nina Goebel, 
Carol LaChiusa, Kris 
L i c a t a ,  K a t h l e e n 
M c N a m e e ,  J a c k i e 
Rybinski and Mary 
Stebbins Taitt of Grosse 
Pointe Farms; Lori 
Zurvalec of the City of 
Grosse Pointe; Deborah 
Maiale of Grosse Pointe 
W o o d s ;  S u s a n 
MacDonald of St. Clair 
Shores, Candace Law of 
Berkley; Laura Reed of 
Detroit; and Linda Allen 
of Shelby Township.

The gallery is located at 
G r o s s e  P o i n t e 
Congregational Church, 
240 Chalfonte, Grosse 
Pointe Farms, and is open 
to the public Sundays 
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. or by 
appointment. For more 
information, contact the 
church at (313) 884-3075 
or arts@gpcong.org.

A celebration of the ‘Mother Tree’ in art

COURTESY PHOTO

Pictured from left are Linda Allen, Deborah Maiale, Mary Stebbins Taitt, Lori 
Zurvalec and Cindy Sommerville.

Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary Club President 
Sandra Cobb stands with Joseph Walker of 
DuMouchelles Gallery during the club’s March 25 
meeting at Ford House.
A third-generation president and auctioneer, 
Walker shared with attendees the storied history of 
the Detroit art gallery and auction house, founded 
in 1927. He shared stories of art objects 
DuMouchelles has evaluated for customers, with 
one case in particular in which an item considered 
to be a household nicknack was found to be a price-
less antiquity. DuMouchelles continues to be a fam-
ily-run enterprise, curating premium fine art and 
antiques from across the country for nearly a centu-
ry.
The community is encouraged by Grosse Pointe 
Sunrise Rotary Club members to join their Tuesday 
morning breakfast and presentations at 7 a.m. at 
Ford House, Grosse Pointe Shores. Email dennis.
rotary1591@gmail.com for further details.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DENNIS HYDUK

True value

“Tell that to the 
Marines” is a phrase FDR 
used early in World War 
II to warn the enemy not 
to doubt America’s 
resolve.

Early next month, a 
Marine veteran speaks at 
The War Memorial about 
winning another kind of 
fi ght.

“He went from being 
alcoholic to being in 
recovery,” said Jim 
Brosnan, co-founder of 
the Sober Support 
Coalition. “He has chil-
dren, a wife and a home. 
He has a career. He’s 
rebuilt his life after it was 
overtaken by alcohol.”

The speaker, John T., 
will talk about how he 
probably couldn’t have 
done it without the coali-
tion’s help.

The coalition is a non-
profi t  organizat ion 
Brosnan and fellow 
Grosse Pointer Brad 
Gregory founded in 2021, 
to get recovering sub-
stance abusers back on 
track and into the swing 
of things.

“John T. is a wonderful 

young man who is sup-
porting himself and his 
family, paying his taxes, 
just like any normal per-
son,” Brosnan said. “But 
addicts and alcoholics 
need to get past the 
wreckage of their past 
before they can move 
on.”

The event, a fundraiser 
for the coalition, a 501(c)
(3) charitable organiza-
tion with a dedicated 
mission, is 5:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Wednesday, May 7. 
Admission is free.

“Donations are fully 
tax deductible,” Brosnan 
said. “We’ll have appetiz-
ers and non-alcoholic 
refreshments. The non-
profi t is putting this on 
with the hope we’ll 
receive donations to keep 
this growing.”

He and Gregory oper-
ate four sober living 
houses in which transi-
tion coordinators assist 
men reentering produc-
tive society absent reli-
ance on alcohol or drugs. 
The organization is 
expanding with another 
house for women.

“It gives them hope,” 
Gregory said.

He considers Brosnan 

a mentor.
“That’s what Jimmy 

did for me and, hope-
fully, what I do for other 
people,” Gregory said.

Transition coordina-
tors, including Pointe 
resident Lori Egan 
Josephs, assist in operat-
ing the houses.

“I’m like a case man-
ager for their clients,” 
Josephs said.

She’s a certifi ed coun-
selor in alcohol and drug 
dependency.

“I help clients with 
their basic needs, like 
trying to get them 
employed immediately 
so they can start having 
financial  stabil i ty,” 
Joseph said. “I work with 
getting them jobs, doctor 
and dental appointments 
— the stuff they kind of 
ignored throughout their 
addiction. Also making 
sure they’re going to 
their 12-step meetings.”

A key to recovery is 
fi nding a 12-step, mutual-
aid program, she said.

“It works,” Josephs 
said. “There’s a track 
record. It doesn’t have to 
b e  A l c o h o l i c s 
Anonymous, but a spiri-
tual program with 12 

steps is truly what helps 
most alcoholics the best. 
When they come in to us, 
they must attend five 
meetings per week mini-
mum. They come in, get 
established in the 12-step 
community, get spon-
sored and work the steps. 
I start seeing self-esteem 
building because, now, 
they’re doing esteemable 
things.”

Clients range from the 
homeless to profession-
als.

“It doesn’t make much 
of a difference,” Josephs 
said.

“We needed to fi ll a gap 
with somebody who can 
help these guys,” Gregory 
said. “That’s how we 
started putting social 
workers in sober living 
houses and paying for it 
through private dona-
tions.”

“The nonprofit funds 
itself fully through pri-
vate donations,” Brosnan 
said. “We haven’t taken 
any government money. 
Brad and I are volun-
teers. Donations go 
toward administrative, 
staff and mainly transi-
tional coordinators that 
work with these men and 

women.”
The mission is to help 

people who are in des-
perate need to help them-
selves.

“They’re trying to stay 
c lean and sober ,” 
Brosnan said. “They have 
enough to worry about 
with that. The idea 
behind this is we can 
help them with their 
other issues about that — 
medical, job placement, 
resume building, legal 
issues, family issues — 
anything they have to do 
to put their past behind 
them. That also can take 
the strain off society. 
Now they’re becoming 
functional members of 
society and making their 
own way.”

Brosnan, Gregory and 
Josephs know of which 
they speak. All can state 
down to the day how long 
they’ve been sober. The 
same with many others 
associated with the non-
profi t.

“We try to help who we 
can,” Josephs said.

Not everyone succeeds 

the fi rst time.
“The good news is 

they’re trying,” Josephs 
said. “They’re still on the 
path to recovery. But, it’s 
that consistency, disci-
pline and trust — you 
can’t give up even if you 
have a relapse. If they 
haven’t violated our rules, 
we bring them back. I’ve 
seen guys do much better 
the second time. It’s not a 
straight line.”

Stability born of steady 
employment also is criti-
cal.

“Discipline, consis-
tency and stability are 
three things that are 
going to launch you into 
a new life,” Josephs said. 
“I always tell them, ‘This 
is transitional housing. I 
don’t want you here too 
long.’ I want them to have 
a life. ‘You don’t want to 
stay here too long 
because it can become a 
crutch.’”

For more information 
about the Sober Support 
Coalition or to donate, 
v i s i t  sobersuppor t
coalition.org.

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Sober Support helps recovery
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Marcia Anne Kuypers 
went to be with her Lord on 
April 14, 2025. Prayers for 
perpetual light upon her and 
final peace in Christ.

Marcia was born on April 
16, 1937, the daughter of 
Mark and Anne C. (Brunner) 
Loush. Marcia was raised in 
Grosse Pointe Woods. Marcia 
met the “True Love” of her 
life (in her words) William 
Theodore Kuypers. The two 

were married on December 
26, 1959. They had 60 God 
blessed years of marriage. 
Marcia and Bill lived their 
lifetime of marriage in 
Grosse Pointe Shores. They 
worshiped at St. Paul on the 
lake.

Marcia was a school 
teacher and then became 
a social worker for the 
state of Michigan. Marcia 
volunteered for many 
organizations. She also 
belonged to many women’s 
clubs. Marcia and Bill 
belonged to the Nomads and 
traveled the world during 
their lifetime together. Marcia 
did so many wonderful acts of 
kindness in her lifetime. She 
loved to entertain and was 
a pro at that. She definitely 
gained her angel wings at her 
time of passing.

She is survived by nephew, 
Thomas (LuAnn) Johnstone 
of Houghton Lake; cousin, 

Barbara Davis of Grosse 
Pointe Woods; along with 
many nieces and nephews.

Marcia is preceded in 
death by her husband, 
William Kuypers; parents, 
Mark and Anne Loush; 
her in-laws, Theodore and 
Agnes Kuypers; brother-in-
law, Richard Kuypers; aunt, 
Mary Davis “Aunt Babe”; 
sister-in-law and brother-
in-law, Yvonne and Warren 
Daubenspeck; and her 
grandparents.

Marcia will be laid to 
rest at Great Lakes National 
Cemetery in Holly, Michigan.

Contributions in Marcia’s 
honor can be made to St. Paul 
on the Lake in Grosse Pointe 
Farms, Michigan.

Condolences can be shared 
with the family at www.
sorensonlockwood.com.

Arrangements entrusted 
to Sorenson-Lockwood 
Funeral Home.

Marcia Anne Kuypers

Anne LaFond

Anne LaFond, 75, of 
Grosse Pointe, passed 
away Tuesday, April 8, 
2025.

Anne was born Aug. 
20, 1949, in Detroit, the 
beloved daughter of 
Wilfred P. and Elizabeth 
L. Whyte, both now 
deceased. She lived a life 
rooted in love, family 
and deep friendships.

Anne was the devoted 
wife of Peter C. LaFond. 
Together they built a 
beautiful life fi lled with 
laughter, warmth and 
unforgettable memories. 
She was the cherished 
mother of Kimberly L. 
Hursley (Scott) and 
Stephanie A. Lyons 
(Joseph), and the proud 
g r a n d m o t h e r  o f 
Benjamin and Emma 
Lyons and Charlotte, 
William, Patrick and 
Michael Hursley.

She is survived by her 
loving siblings, David 
Whyte (Penny), Cathy 
Schaeffner (Kerry), Bill 
Whyte and Cynthia Kelly 
(Phil Chinnock). She was 
predeceased by her 
brother, Michael Whyte. 
Anne was a treasured 
daughter - in- law to 
Louise and Don LaFond, 
and a beloved aunt to 
many nieces and neph-
ews, including Hillary 
Rivard (David), Ashley 
Whyte, Tish Hastings, 
Carolyn Whyte (Kristy 
Revolt), Cici Kelly, Lisa 
Kelly, Peter Whyte, 
Jason LaFond, Don 
LaFond, Don Kelly 
(Laura) and Larry Kelly 
(Loraine). Her grand-
nieces and grandneph-
ews always brought a 
smile to her face, includ-
ing Michael Rivard, 
Hadley Rivard, David 
R i v a r d ,  M c k a y l a 
Hast ings ,  Kennedy 
Hastings, Kiley Hastings, 
Peyton Kelly, Cole Kelly, 

Sheena Kelly, Brandan 
Kelly, Connor Kelly and 
Austin Kelly.

Anne was a warm and 
welcoming presence 
who loved to entertain 
and have a house packed 
with family and friends. 
She was always in the 
kitchen, greeting every-
one who came through 
the door with a smile. A 
devoted wife, sister, 
mother, aunt, grand-
mother and friend, 
Anne’s love knew no 
bounds. She was the cat-
alyst for lasting family 
relationships, faithfully 
hosting Sunday night 
dinners every week, a 
tradition that brought 
generations together 
around her table.

Anne and her beloved 
husband, Pete, were 
blessed with a close 
group of lifelong friends. 
She was always up for 
lunch, a shopping trip or 
simply spending time 
with those who were 
close to her.

Her generous spirit 
extended beyond her 
family and friends. Anne 
volunteered with the Bon 
Secours Assistance 
League for more than 40 
years, dedicating count-
less hours to helping oth-
ers.

Anne enjoyed golfi ng 
with Peter and their 
friends in the summer. 
She loved spending the 
winters in Florida with 
Peter and her family and 
making the most of every 
sunny day. She also 
loved traveling the world 
with her brother, Mike, 
always returning home 
with thoughtful gifts and 
treasured memories to 
share.

Anne’s warmth, gener-
osity and love for life will 
be missed by all who 
knew her.

Visitation takes place 3 
to 7 p.m. Thursday, May 

8, at Wm. Sullivan & Son 
Funeral Directors, 705 
W. 11 Mile, Royal Oak. A 
memorial Mass will be 
held at 10 a.m. Friday, 
May 9, at Holy Name 
Catholic Church, 630 
Harmon, Birmingham. 
She will lie in state start-
ing at 9:30 a.m.

Memorial donations 
may be made to St. 
Anne’s Mead Assisted 
Living, 16106 W. 12 Mile, 
Southfield, MI 48076, 
stannesmead.org/give-
now. 

Share a memory at 
sullivanfuneraldirectors.
com. 

Russell Paul Milne
Russell Paul Milne, 50, 

passed away Wednesday, 
April 9, 2025.

He was the beloved 
husband and high school 
sweetheart of Heidi, to 
whom he was married 26 
years and with for 35 
incredible years. He was 
the loving and devoted 
father of Elizabeth and 
Russell; cherished son of 
Russell G. and Patricia 
Milne; adored brother of 
Heidi Helfen (John), 
Pat ty  Engebretson 
(Craig) and Thomas 
Milne (Meri); treasured 
son-in-law of Susan and 
the late Louis Kraetke; 
and brother-in-law of the 
late Louis Kraetke III and 
J o n a t h a n  K r a e t k e 
(Angela).

Russell was an adoring 
husband, loving father 
and wonderful son. Most 
days he could be found at 
Russ Milne Ford, where 
he often was orchestrat-
ing business and discuss-
ing the latest and greatest 
vehicles. Outside of 
work, he was an avid gui-
tar enthusiast and 
enjoyed spending time 
on the water at Harsens 
Island. His witty sense of 

humor and charming 
personality never failed 
to put a smile on the 
faces and laughter in the 
hearts of his loved ones, 
who will forever remem-
ber Rusty and the love he 
shared.

A funeral service took 
place Wednesday, April 
16, at Wujek-Calcaterra 
& Sons Inc., in Shelby 
Township. 

Memorial contribu-
tions are appreciated to 
The  Leukemia  & 
Lymphoma Society, lls.
org/mi-in. 

Share memories with 
the family in the online 
guestbook at wujek
calcaterra.com.

Patricia Smith
Patricia Smith 92, 

passed away Sunday 
March 30, 2025. She was 
a devoted and loving 
wife, mother, grand-
mother (Nannie), great-
grandmother and friend.

She was born March 
28, 1933, in Portsmouth, 
England, the daughter of 
William John Runnacles, 
a member of the British 
Roya l  Navy ,  and 
Elizabeth “Betty” Mahala 
Florence Runnacles. 

Patricia survived World 
War II, including being 
bombed out of her home 
three times along with 
her two siblings, Myra 
(now deceased) and 
Toney (now deceased), 
and her mother, Elizabeth 
(now deceased).

Patricia started a sing-
ing career in England, fell 
in love and gave up her 
profession to marry the 
love of her life, an 
American serviceman 
stationed in Shaftesbury, 
England, Charles Smith, 
a member of the U.S. Air 
Force. Chuck and Pat 
were married Aug. 28, 
1954, in Bournemouth, 
England. 

Charles and Patricia 
shared 70 wonderful 
years of  marriage 
together. They had three 
children and were privi-
leged to live many places 
in the world, including 
Great Britain, France, 
Japan, Washington State, 
M i c h i g a n ,  T e x a s , 
California and Florida.

In Pat’s younger years, 
she enjoyed playing golf. 

The last 10 years, she 
enjoyed exercising at the 
YMCA with her beloved 
lady friends. She often 
talked about how she 
loved having lunch at 
Champs Rotisserie & 
Seafood with her friends. 

Pat’s grandchildren 
meant the world to her. 
She never lost her love 
and passion for music 
and singing and passed 
this passion on to her 
granddaughter, Myra. 
Her grandson, Justin, 
said she defined the 
meaning of love and 
helped him believe it can 
be found. Lindsay, her 
granddaughter, fondly 
remembers one of her 
f a v o r i t e  q u o t e s , 
“Anything can be solved 
over a cup of tea, so let’s 
have a cup of tea.”

While she enjoyed 
working inside her home, 
at various times in her life 
she enjoyed working out-
side of the home. Patricia 
worked as an Avon dis-
tributor in Washington, a 
server  at  Howard 
Johnson in Texas, coun-
ter server for Verdonckt’s 
Bakery, cashier at The 
Food Basket in Grosse 
Pointe Woods and data 
entry employee at 
Georgian Court of 
America.

Patricia was very fond 
of all the beautiful care-
givers who helped her at 
Beachwood Manor 
Assisted Living in St. 
Clair Shores, her home 
during her last months of 
life. The staff offered her 
compassion, love and 
impeccable care.

Pat was a shining light 
and had a wonderful 
sense of humor. She was 
a very loving and com-
passionate woman, fi lled 
with empathy, and will be 
missed by all who knew 
her. Everyone loved her 
British accent and she 
kept it until the end. 

Patricia is survived by 
her beloved husband, 
Charles L. Smith; daugh-
ter, Mary N. Lamphier 
(Mark S.); sons, Thomas 
J. Smith (Daniel Capoferi) 
and Charles L. Smith; 
cherished grandchildren, 
Justin Smith, Dr. Lindsay 
Smith (Anthony Stronati) 
and Myra Elizabeth-Anne 
Lamphier (Jeffrey Sears); 
and great-grandchildren, 
Emmy and Owen.

A memorial service to 
be determined at a later 
date.

Memorial contribu-
tions in memory of 
Patricia Smith may be 
sent to the Alzheimer’s 
Association, donorser-
vices.alz.org, or Heart to 
H e a r t  H o s p i c e 
Foundation, 7240 Chase 
Oaks Blvd., Plano, Texas 
75025.

Arrangements were 
entrusted to Chas. 
Verheyden, Inc.  

Marilyn A. 
Schneider

Marilyn A. Schneider, 
86, of Grosse Pointe 
Shores, died Saturday, 
March 29, 2025. 

Marilyn is survived by 
her loving husband of 65 
years, Joseph; and her 
dearest children, Susan 
J. Schneider (Christian 
Lysholm), Jolynn A. 
Schneider, JB Schneider 
(Michele), Matthias John 
Schneider, Jill McKeown 
and Erin Beresniewicz. 
Marilyn was the cher-
ished grandmother of 
Max, Anna, Konrad, 
Thalia, Mathias, Mallory, 
Roarke, Isabella, Andrew 
Bruno and Maddie Alice. 
She was predeceased by 
her daughter, Marilyn 
“Teri” Schneider (Sam P 
Copeland).

A memorial Mass will 
take place Thursday, 
May 8, at Our Lady Star 
of the Sea Catholic 
Church, 467 Fairford, 
Grosse Pointe Woods. 
The family will receive 
guests starting at 10 a.m. 
until the start of Mass at 
10:30 a.m. 

Arrangements were 
entrusted to Chas. 
Verheyden, Inc.

Patricia SmithRussell Paul MilneAnne LaFond

Marilyn A. Schneider

See OBITS, page 7B

Daniel Scallen, 85, 
died of cardiac failure at 
Mission Hospital near 
his home in Brevard, 
N.C., Wednesday, 
Feb. 26, 2020. The 
COVID-19 shutdown 
prevented his wife of 
59 years, Alice Scallen, 
from holding a funeral. 

After Dan’s death, 
Alice relocated to 
Arden, N.C. She died 
of a stroke Sunday, 
March 13, 2025, at age 
87, at nearby Solace 
Hospice. 

Per their wishes, the family 
will hold a joint funeral 
for the couple at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, May 3, at St. Clare of 
Montefalco Catholic Church, 
1401 Whittier, Grosse Pointe 
Park. Visitation will be held 
from 9:30 to 10 a.m. in the 
sanctuary. 

Dan and Alice were both 
born in Detroit and grew up in 
Grosse Pointe Park. Dan was 
the eldest of three children 
born to Ed Scallen and Mary 
McCoy Scallen, both now 
deceased. Dan attended De La 
Salle Collegiate High School 
and earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in engineering 
from Michigan Technological 
University. He served as a 
captain in the U.S. Air Force 
for four years, fulfilling 
his ROTC requirement 
at a remote outpost in 
northeastern Iceland. He and 
Alice married Oct. 14, 1961, at 
St. Clare of Montefalco.

Dan was a sales engineer 
for Mobil Oil Corp., for 
more than 35 years. Upon 
retirement, Dan, Alice and 
their son, Jim, moved to 
Brevard, N.C., where Dan 
volunteered for numerous 
charitable organizations. He 
loved the Detroit sports teams, 
served as an active member of 
his church and enjoyed his 
roles as husband, father and 
grandfather to his namesake, 
Daniel Kohl Scallen. 

Alice, daughter of Charles 
T. McKinnon and Helen 
Lawton McKinnon, both 
now deceased, also was the 
eldest of three. She attended 
Dominican High School in 
Detroit and then earned an 
associate degree at Katharine 
Gibbs School in Boston. 
She worked as an executive 
assistant at Harvard Law 
School and General Motors 
before retiring to raise a 
family. 

Alice enjoyed walking 

the North Carolina 
mountains, reading 
biographies about 
influential women, 
visiting with a close 
circle of friends 
and managing the 
household using the 
skills she had honed 
as an administrative 
professional. Dan 
and Alice lived in 
various Michigan 
locales, including 
Frankenmuth, Saginaw, 
Detroit and Plymouth, 

before retiring to Brevard, 
N.C., in 1997. 

Dan and Alice are survived 
by their son, James P. Scallen; 
daughter, Mary Elizabeth 
Scallen (Tom); daughter-in-
law, Theresa Kohl Scallen (the 
late Tom); grandson, Daniel 
Kohl Scallen; sister, Mathilda 
McKinnon Kiernan (the 
late Michael); and brother, 
Thomas P. Scallen (Jan). They 
were predeceased by their son, 
Thomas D. Scallen; brother, 
Charles T. “Tim” McKinnon 
Jr.; brother, Michael Scallen; 
and brother-in-law, Michael 
Kiernan. 

The couple’s cremains 
will be interred at Mt. Olivet 
Cemetery at a future date. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made 
to Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
America, 2502 N. Rocky Point 
Drive, Ste. 100, Tampa, FL 
33607, bit.ly/3RQg6fQ; or The 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul, 
ssvpusa.org/donate/. 

Daniel Joseph Scallen and 
Alice Jane McKinnon Scallen
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Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

042425

Worship
     Service

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study

9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service

WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

6:30 p.m. - Worship Service
Solomon Spangler, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org

Patsy Ruth Setter

Patsy Ruth Setter, 95, 
of the City of Grosse 
Pointe, passed away 
peacefully at home 
Sunday, April 13, 2025.

A lifelong Grosse 
Pointe resident, Pat lived 
a full and independent 
life defi ned by her entre-
preneurial spirit, radiant 
style and generosity. A 
true trailblazer, she 
carved out a space for 
herself as a successful 
businesswoman at a time 
when few women dared. 
Pat also was a proud 
member of the Sailing 
Singles social club, 
through which she culti-
vated lifelong friendships 
and embraced lake life 
with the same passion 
she brought to everything 
she did. Pat’s kindness 
extended beyond her cir-
cle of loved ones, as a 
supporter of the Crawford 
Armstrong Association.

Pat was predeceased 
by her son, Terry 
Chouinard; and sisters, 
Colleen Barry, Kay 
Schultz and Gail Bedell. 
She is survived by her 
son, Ric Chouinard 
(Therese); daughter, 
Shelle LeFever Gazso 
(Dennis); grandchildren, 
Ric II, Chris (Tia), Rene 
(Kami), T.C., Blake and 
Carrie (Andrew); great-
grandchildren, Gabby, 
Elena, Brendan, Yves, 
Dee and Koralie; and her 
beloved grand-doggies, 
Mabel and Kai.

Doreen McPhail 
Kohr

Doreen McPhail Kohr, 
92, passed away Saturday, 
April 12, 2025, in the lov-
ing presence of her family 
and devoted caregivers. 

Doreen grew up in the 
Chicago area. She 
attended Michigan State 
University and was active 
with many roles within 
the Kappa Alpha Theta 
sorority. She was con-
vinced to move to Grosse 
Pointe by her fi rst beloved 
husband, Don “The 
Moose” McPhail.

Doreen began her life of 
service and advocacy 
while raising their two 
sons, Dean and Scott. She 
shuffl ed her boys to Boy 
Scouts, school, friends’ 
houses and sports games, 
in addition to her many 
avocations including 
Junior League of Detroit, 
Detroit PBS, Meals on 
Wheels, literacy classes 
and generally spiriting 
causes that fought for 
inclusion, kindness and 
justice. As her boys grew, 
she rejoined the work-
force in the world of pub-
lic relations with firms 
that advocated for the city 
of Detroit, including The 
Grosse Pointe Academy, 
Detroit Renaissance 
Corp., and Anthony M. 
Franco Inc., where she 
not only loved her ability 
to contribute, but also 
cherished the lifelong 
friends she found there.

As her career blos-
somed, she came to marry 
the second of her hus-
bands, Bill Kohr. She 
often mused she was not 
only lucky to marry one 
great man, but to actually 
have two great loves of 
her life. As she and Bill 
began to merge the fami-
lies, she brought together 
Dean and Scott McPhail 
with Bill’s children, Bill 
and Julie Kohr, always 
creating a gracious, wel-
coming and fun-filled 
home where everyone 
was family, including 
everybody’s friends. 

She became the beloved 
mother-in-law of Yuri 
McPhail (Dean), Gretchen 

McPhail (Scott) and Lisa 
Kohr (Bill). She jumped 
headfi rst into the role of 
very active and devoted 
grandmother to Bill and 
Lisa’s children, Will, 
Jamie and Jack Kohr; 
Scott’s daughter, Alex; 
great-granddaughters, 
La’a and Wai; and Dean 
and Yuri’s French bull-
dog, Moo. 

After Bill’s death, she 
continued her love of life-
long learning, attending 
classes all around the 
world, including at the 
University of Oxford and 
The Aspen Institute, and 
studying other cultures 
through her travels. If 
asked about her life, she 
would say she had so 
much more than one per-
son deserved.

Doreen will be remem-
bered by her friends and 
family as someone who 
always wanted to leave 
the world better than she 
found it. In all ways, she 
did so with joy. 

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 
be made to Hospice of 
Michigan, hom.org/
donate. 

Arrangements were 
entrusted to Chas. 
Verheyden, Inc.

Ralph Darwin 
Venen

Ralph passed away 
unexpectedly Wednesday, 
April 16, 2025, in Clyde 
Township. 

Born July 12, 1961, in 
Detroit, to Ralph and 
Waldtraut Venen, Ralph 
was a brother to three sis-
ters. He enjoyed a happy 
childhood living in 
Farmington, Cadillac and 
Otsego.

Ralph graduated from 
Otsego High School and 
attended Kalamazoo 
College, earning a bache-
lor’s degree in economics. 
While at Kalamazoo 
College, he was a member 
of the swim team and 
earned honors as a 
Division III All-American 
swimmer.

He enjoyed a long 
career at Ford Motor Co. 
While at Ford he earned 
an MBA from Wayne 
State University. After 
departing Ford, he 
worked for Stefanini, 
managing the Honda cus-
tomer service department 
and overseeing its call 
center in the Philippines.

Ralph’s love of teaching 
called to him and he 
earned his master’s 
degree in education from 
Wayne State. Until his 
death he served as an 
adjunct professor at 
Macomb Community 
College, launching new 
students into the business 
world.

A gifted musician, 
Ralph enjoyed playing the 
piano. He had the gift of 
playing by ear; it was not 
uncommon for him to see 
an empty piano, sit down 
and start playing. He had 
a great sense of humor, 
wide smile and infectious 
laugh.

He will be deeply 
missed by all who knew 
him. He is remembered as 
a kind, gentle man whose 
undying loyalty to his 
family and friends will live 
on.

Ralph is survived by his 
beloved daughter, Sara 
Venen of Chicago; 

mother-in-law, Alice 
Bakalis of Bloomfield 
Hills; sisters, Linda Cole 
of Rochester, Susan Bock 
(Kent) of Grosse Pointe 
Woods and Robin Boeling 
(Larry) of Oakland; aunt, 
L e n o r e  H o l s o p p l e 
(Richard) of St. Marys, 
Pa.; niece and nephews, 
Eric Cole (Lauren), Carter 
Bock, Caroline Bock, 
Timothy Boeling and 
Aaron Boeling (Katelynn); 
great-nephew, Sutton 
Boeling; as well as his for-
mer wife and loving friend 
of 40 years, Renee Venen; 
and dear friends, Patrick 
Duggan and Tim Ryan.

He was predeceased by 
his parents; brother-in-
law, Grant Cole; and 
beloved partner, Anne 
Morris.

A memorial gathering 
takes place Friday, April 
25, from 10 a.m. until the 
11 a.m. service at Chas. 
Verheyden Inc., 16300 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

Memorials may be 
given to Michigan 
Humane Society, michi-
ganhumane.org; or the 
Kalamazoo College 
Swimming Program, 
kzoo.edu/. Click “Giving 
to K Hornet Athletic 
Association.”

Dennis DeCoster
Dennis DeCoster, 

beloved son, brother, 
uncle, great-uncle and 
friend, passed away unex-
pectedly, but peacefully, 
Friday, Dec. 27, 2024, at 
age 74.

Dennis was born March 
16, 1950, in Detroit, to 
Oscar and Audrey 
DeCoster. He attended 
G a b r i e l  R i c h a r d 
Elementary and Junior 
High schools and Osborn 
High School in Detroit, 
where he made friends 
that lasted his entire life. 

He attended Lawrence 
Technological University 
and graduated from 
Wayne State University 
with a degree in fi ne arts. 
After graduation, Dennis 
began a 40-year career at 
General Motors as an 
interior designer, working 
initially in the corporate 
headquarters building on 
West Grand Boulevard. 
Over the years, Dennis 
became one of the most 
respected designers in the 
corporation, working with 
many senior executives 
on the design of their 
offi ces worldwide. He was 
known by his clients and 
colleagues not only for his 
design talent, but inter-
personal skills and kind-
ness as well. 

Dennis lived a very full 
life pursuing numerous 
and diverse interests. He 
was passionate about 
design, art and architec-
ture. He loved Detroit and 
his hometown of Grosse 
Pointe Farms and always 
looked for opportunities 
to express those feelings 
to others. Dennis’s love 
for design was expressed 
in his garden and frequent 
trips to Pewabic Pottery 
and Eastern Market. He 
was a creative and impec-
cable gardener, recog-
nized many times by the 
Grosse Pointe Farms 
Beautification Advisory 
Commission, which ulti-
mately awarded him with 
its distinguished Legacy 
Award. This lifetime 

beautifi cation award will 
now be known as the 
Dennis DeCoster Award. 

Dennis was a passion-
ate student and collector 
of Arts and Crafts 
Movement antiques and 
became well known 
across the country as both 
an expert and top collec-
tor. Over the years, 
Dennis acquired many 
rare and obscure pieces of 
fi ne art, decorative art and 
furniture, many of which 
were of museum quality.  

Dennis was equally pas-
sionate about motorcy-
cling. In his early years, 
he was a motocross fan 
and had numerous dirt 
bikes. He loved taking 
trips to East Tawas and 
Oscoda to ride with close 
friends. His interest later 
transitioned to café-style 
motorcycles. He spent 
many cherished hours 
with his father, “Ozzie,” 
designing and building a 
customized 1967 BMW 
café racer. His motorcy-
cles were striking exam-
ples of his commitment to 
art and design coupled 
with his ability to accom-
plish whatever he set out 
to do.

Dennis will be missed 
deeply by his family, 
friends and colleagues. 
He was meticulous in 
every way and opinion-
ated about pretty much 
everything. That is what 
endeared him to those 
closest to him. He was 
always kindhearted, dedi-
cated and never afraid of 
expressing love and how 
important people were to 
him. He reached out to 
everyone passing to 
admire his home and gar-
den and became a favorite 
stop for his canine friends, 
providing a scratch, treat 
and fresh water. In return 
he was loved by many and 
became an important part 
of their lives.

Dennis is survived by 
his sister, Patricia 
Maniaci; nephew, David 
Bokor (Lori); great-nieces, 
Kathleen and Hannah; 
great-nephew, Joshua; 
and those whose lives he 
touched. He hoped to be 
remembered for his pas-
sion for design, love of life 
and friends, and the leg-
acy of kindness and good-
ness he instilled. 

Patsy Ruth Setter Doreen McPhail Kohr Ralph Darwin Venen

Dennis DeCoster

OBITS:
Continued from page 6B

mutualadoration.com:
◆ Two-Day Ceramics 

Workshop: Mugs with 
Rachel Gervais, 10:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Saturdays, April 26 and 
May 3. Cost is $120.

◆ Sewing Machine 
Essentials Workshop: 
Drawstring Bags, 1 to 4 
p.m. Saturday, April 26. 
Cost is $75.

◆ Ceramics Drop-In 
Workshop: Paw Print 
Tiles, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday, April 27. Cost is 
$65.

◆ POST Script open 
mic,  6 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 30. 
Hosted by Siena Hassett, 
this cabaret includes 
music, poetry, visual arts 
and other material.

Ford House
The Edsel & Eleanor 

Ford House,  1100 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:

◆ Native Plant Pre-
Sale,  order online 
through Wednesday, 
May 14.

◆  C o f f e e  w i t h 
Collections, exclusive to 
Friends of Ford House 
members, 10:30 a.m. 
Thursdays, April 24 and 
Dec. 4. Cost is $25.

◆ Bird Walks, 8 to 
10:30 a.m. Saturdays, 
April 26 and May 3, and 
Sunday, May 4; and 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday, May 7, 
and Thursday, May 8.

◆ Native Plant Talk, 10 
a.m. to noon Saturday, 
April 26. Admission is 
$10 for members, $12 for 
the public.

◆ WeGP presents 
Stand Strong: Pathways 
to Support, Solidarity 
and Rights, 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 30.

◆ Preservation Guided 
Tour, 1 and 2:30 p.m. 
M o n d a y ,  M a y  5 . 
Admission for Friends of 
Ford House is $20.

◆ Storytime: “Flowers 
are Calling,” 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays in May, for 
ages 7 and younger.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

Rotary
The Rotary Club of 

Grosse Pointe hosts its 
next meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 30, at 
Village Grille, 16930 
Kercheval, City of Grosse 
Pointe. Tracey Webb, 
founder of the nonprofi t, 
We Fixin’ to Fish, speaks. 
Email  grossepointe
rotary@gmail.com. 

GPAA
The Grosse Pointe 

Artists Association offers 
a variety of classes at its 
studio, located at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. To register for the 
following, visit grosse
pointeartcenter.org.

◆ Introduction to Kirie, 
the Japanese art of Paper 
Cutting, with Nobuko 
Yamasaki, 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Saturday, April 26.

◆  I n t e r m e d i a t e 
Watercolor with Paula 

Fiebich, 1 to 4 p.m. 
Wednesdays, May 7 to 
28.

◆ Abstract and Non-
Representational Art 
Workshop with Marcia 
Hales, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Friday, May 23.

◆ Portraits in the Style 
of John Hoppner with 
Donald Cronkhite, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursdays, 
May 29, June 5 and June 
12.

◆  I n t e r m e d i a t e 
Watercolor with Paula 
Fiebich, 1 to 4 p.m. 
Wednesdays, June 4, 11 
and 18.

The War Memorial
The War Memorial, 32 

Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, offers programs 
and activities for the 
community. For informa-
tion on the following, 
visit warmemorial.org

◆ Vet-to-Vet, 8 to 9 
a.m. Thursday, May 1. 
Meet fellow veterans and 
chat over coffee and 
breakfast treats.

◆  Grosse Pointe 
Symphony Orchestra 
concert, 3 to 5 p.m. 
Sunday, May 4. Tickets 
are $20 for adults, $15 for 
seniors, $5 for college 
students and free for 
K-12 students.

◆  Mother ’s  Day 
Modern Calligraphy for 
Beginners, 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Friday, May 9. Tickets 
are $75.

◆ Silent Book Club, 6 
to 8 p.m. Tuesday, May 
13. 

◆ An Evening of Red, 
White & Blue, 5:30 to 
9:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
May 21. General admis-
sion is $225.

Harper Woods 
Library

The Friends of the 
Harper Woods Library, 
19601 Harper, Harper 
Woods, host a book sale 
1 to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
April 26. Visitors may fi ll 
a tote bag for $5.

Family Center
The Family Center of 

Grosse Pointe and 
Harper Woods offers 
free programs and 
resources that help build 
happier, healthier fami-
lies. The following pro-
grams take place at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms, unless 
otherwise noted. Learn 
more at familycenter-
helps.org or RSVP to 
maryjo@familycenter
helps.org.

◆ Ninth annual Suicide 
Prevention Walk and 
Mental Health Fair, fea-
turing more than 20 ven-
dors, 10 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, April 26, at 
Grosse Pointe North 
High School ,  707 
Vernier, Grosse Pointe 
Woods. 

◆ Evening Community 
Yoga, 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 29. The class is 
free, but registration is 
required. Bring a mat 
and water.

◆ Morning Community 
Yoga, 9 a.m. Wednesday, 
April 30. The class is 
free, but registration is 
required. Bring a mat 
and water.

EVENTS:
Continued from page 4B
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Grosse Pointe NewsGrosse Pointe News

Coloring Contest Week 2Coloring Contest Week 2

Winner 1Winner 1 Winner 2Winner 2
Charlotte Clor Fischer Groz

Congratulations

to our two winners

of a $2500 Whistle 

Stop Gift Card!

Runners UpRunners Up

Henry Picek Rose Picek Lena Picek Molly & Lydia
Peterson

who love to sing. … The 
voices in this show are 
some of the best in com-
munity theater.”

Among them is the 
show’s lead, 12-year-old 
University Liggett School 
s tudent  Joseph ine 
O’Reilly.

“She’s an old soul,” he 
said. “I say she’s a 
40-year-old trapped in a 
kid body. She’s a rock 
star. She carries the 
show — the amount of 
lines and songs and emo-

tions she brings.”
Gravame said the rapid 

pace of the show has 
been challenging, as is 
some of the music which 
features tight harmonies, 
but he is confident the 
talented cast and hard-
working crew wil l 
deliver.

“It’s a beautiful story 
that everyone can relate 
to,” he said. “It’s about 
that unspoken grief you 
can’t get through, the 
love of a child that trans-
forms people out of 
unimaginable grief. … It 
shows what the power of 
the love of a child can 

manifest in everyone.”
He noted the show 

isn’t all “doom and 
gloom.” He promised 
funny moments and 
funny characters as well.

“It’s a great time to see 
this show,” he added. 
“It’s about spring and 
rebirth and coming out 
of darkness into the 
light. We can always use 
an inspirational story.

“If you know the book, 
you will not be disap-
pointed. If you do not 
know the book, you’re 
still going to love it. It 
has something for every-
one.”

The details
What: Grosse Pointe Theatre 
presents “The Secret Garden”
When: 
8 p.m. Friday, May 2
8 p.m. Saturday, May 3
2 p.m. Sunday, May 4
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, May 7
7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 8 
8 p.m. Friday, May 9
8 p.m. Saturday, May 10
2 p.m. Sunday, May 11
Where: Parcells Middle 
School, 20600 Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Woods
Tickets: $25 to $35 for adults, 
or $15 for students with code 
Student25, excluding Sunday 
performances. Purchase tick-
ets online at gpt.org/secret or 
by calling (313) 881-4004.

The cast of “Secret Garden.” Amy Parenteau as Lily and Doug Clark as Archie.

GARDEN:
Continued from page 1B

“The 
Secret 
Garden” 
will be 
per-
formed 
May 2-11, 
at Parcells 
Middle 
School.

PHOTOS 
COURTESY 

OF GPT
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TED
RONEY
313.549.0123
realestateroney@gmail.com

18412 MACK AVE 
GROSSE POINTE FARMS

042425

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY
Animals Available for 
Adoption at gpaas.org
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
313-884-1551 OR www.gpaas.org

Ca ll to a rra nge aCa ll to a rra nge a
Meet a nd Gre etMeet a nd Gre et

 MeetMeet

MACKMACK
 MeetMeet

MOR EYMOR EY
Male, 1 year old,Male, 1 year old,

Shorthair, Brown Tabby.Shorthair, Brown Tabby.

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

Male, 2 years old, Shihtzu Terrier Male, 2 years old, Shihtzu Terrier 
Mix, White/Cream, 10 lbs.Mix, White/Cream, 10 lbs.

04
24

25

SCREENS & GLASS 
REPAIRED IN STORE
Bring in your screen doors, screen windows and 

broken glass windows and glass storm doors.

Expert Repair For 
Over 40 Years!!

04
24

25

Village Lock & Village Lock & HHome Repair

The only locksmith on Mack Avenue

18554 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48236

villagelockgp@gmail.com • 313-881-8603

Next Open Houses
Sat., May 3rd & May 17th

10-Noon

Early spring has fi nally 
arrived and as the sun 
touches the earth with 
sharper  rays ,  we 
Michiganders start to 
emerge from winter stor-
age. Our coats are 
swapped out for slightly 
thinner coats as blades of 
grass become slightly 
thicker. Flowers and 
wildlife soon will be in 
full bloom and with them 
emerges a unique crea-
ture on the hunt for 
eagles, birdies and alpha 
status in their respective 
packs. It is time for the 
rise of the Great Michigan 
Golfer. 

Golfers are growing in 
numbers every year and 
as a card-carrying mem-
ber of the cult, it is easy 
for me to see why. For 
those driven by the spirit 
for competition, the 
game is an unsolvable 
Rubik’s Cube where as 
soon as one side of your 
game becomes aligned, 
the other snaps out of 
order. But that great shot 
that one time will keep 
you coming back for life. 
For others, golf offers a 
chance to spend time in 
the sun sharing stories 
with loved ones. Those 
who can fi nd the balance 
between the two are on 
their way to reaching golf 
enlightenment. However, 
two-thirds of all golfers 
are missing the full expe-
rience when they choose 
to ride in a cart. 

Walking nine holes will 
add 5,000 to 6,000 steps 
or two to three miles to 
your daily count, which 

unlocks health benefits 
like weight loss, reduced 
cardiovascular disease 
risk, reduced stress, 
improved leg strength 
and endurance and 
increased stamina. Walk 
18 holes or play multiple 
times a week and watch 
your overall health start 
to transform. 

Being a healthier per-
son will improve your 
performance and lower 
your scores, no doubt. 
But walking the course 
offers another competi-
tive advantage — course 
management. While on 
foot you will gain a 
greater understanding of 
the hole’s layout, obsta-
cles, elevation changes 
and wind conditions, 
allowing you to plan your 
shot and make smarter 
decisions. Absorbing the 
architecture of a course 
helps scores and brings a 
greater appreciation to 
the golfi ng experience. 

Take in the natural 
beauty of the course and 
respect the ground you 
are on a little more by 
walking. Those social 
golfers who are here for 
a good time will learn 
that being on foot makes 
for better group chats as 
you walk from hole to 

hole as a group of four 
rather than speeding off 
as twos. 

This year make an 
effort to dust off that old 
push cart during your 
spring cleaning and 
splurge on a pair of good 
shoes because, oh yeah, 
you will be saving money 
too. Be sure to bring 
water and pack light. 

Evan Vasilauskas, PT, 
DPT, OCS, is a TPI-
certifi ed physical thera-
pist working with golfers 
who are looking to rehab 
a golf-related injury or 
looking to improve golf 
performance. Learn more 
at peakperformancemi.
com

The Family Center pro-
vides free programs and 
resources that help build 
happier, healthier fami-
lies. Learn more at fami-
lycenterhelps.org.

Easy steps to a lower score
A S K  T H E  E X P E R T S  By Evan Vasilauskas

Talks of hosting a 
community 5K have cir-
c u l a t e d  t h e 
Neighborhood Club 
since before the pan-
demic, but soon the idea 
will come to fruition as 
the first  “Run the 
Bubble” 5K is set to take 
place at 8 a.m. Sunday, 
May 18.

“It’s something we’ve 
always wanted to do,” 
Wel lness  Manager 
Becky Caulfield said. 
“For me, fi tness is where 
I  f o c u s  a t  t h e 
Neighborhood Club. 
And I’m a runner. We 
wanted to take fitness 
and community and 
bring them together. 
This is the perfect way.”

B e t w e e n  b u b b l e 
machines and individu-
als blowing bubbles, 
“Run the Bubble” will 
stay true to its name 
throughout the run, 
which starts behind the 
Neighborhood Club on 
Waterloo, which turns 
into Vernor.

“From there, we’ll go 
down to Three Mile 
Drive to Kercheval to 
Red Crown, where we’ll 
turn around and head 
back,” Caulfield said. 
“The fi nish line is where 
we started in the back.”

Participants are wel-
come to sign up early 
online — early packet 
pickup takes place 
Friday and Saturday, 
May 16 and 17 — or 
c o m e  t o  t h e 

Neighborhood Club 
beginning at 7 a.m. to 
register the day of the 
event.

“Everybody who signs 
up before May 2 will get 
a T-shirt,” Caulfield 
noted.

Each participant also 
will receive a medal and 
the top runners in each 
age group will get a 
plaque. 

“Afterward in the gym, 
we’ll have bagels and 
cookies and water,” she 
added. “And photos will 
be taken by John Martin 
o f  J o h n  M a r t i n 
Photography.”

Offi cial times also will 

be posted.
Caulfi eld said all ages 

have signed up for the 
run, but many more are 
welcome.

“Whether you’re 4 or 
74, it’s going to be fun 
for everybody,” she 
added. “You can walk or 
run. It’s going to be a 
good event and we hope 
to turn it into a yearly 
event every spring.”

“Besides supporting a 
community nonprofit, 
it’s a great way to enjoy 
a  non-compet i t ive , 
mood-boosting outside 
activity with other com-
munity members and 
feel a great sense of 

accomplishment,” said 
Kara Hardenbrook, mar-
keting and development 
director. “It doesn’t mat-
ter where someone is in 
their fitness journey, 
everyone is welcome.”

For those new to their 
f i t n e s s  j o u r n e y s , 
Hardenbrook developed 
a training plan, which is 
a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e 
Neighborhood Club 
website.

“If you’d love to be a 
part of it, but have never 
done a 5K, just go 
online,” Caulfi eld said.

The event is open to 
200 participants.

“Strollers are wel-
come,” Hardenbrook 
said, “but we’re asking 
that pets and bikes stay 
at home.”

Those who aren’t up 
for running or walking 
the route are invited to 
step outside with their 
own bubbles to show 
their support.

“Anyone in the com-
munity is welcome,” 
Hardenbrook said. “We 
want the route full with 
people blowing bub-
bles.”

Proceeds from “Run 
the Bubble” will benefi t 
programming at the 
Neighborhood Club.

“It will enhance our 
traditional programs, 
but also add new pro-
grams to make sure we 
have something for all 
ages and abilities,” 
Hardenbrook said.

There still is a need for 
volunteers, who will 
man each street corner 
to ensure runners’ safety 
— and blow bubbles. A 
VIP lounge will offer 
coffee and treats for 
those  who ass is t . 
Volunteers also receive 
T-shirts.

“This is a one-of-a-
kind, brand new event,” 
Hardenbrook sa id . 
“We’re excited to take it 
outside. And we deeply 
appreciate all of our 
sponsors and donors for 
their support of the ‘Run 
the Bubble’ 5K and the 
Neighborhood Club.”

Sponsors include:
Platinum Presenting 

Sponsors: Chamberlain 
Hospitality, The Bricks 
Pizzeria, Brine Oyster 
H o u s e ,  L e R o u g e 
Boulangerie, Red Crown 
Cantina

Bronze Sponsors: 
N a u t s ,  M c K i n n e y , 
Dwaihy and Beach, 
PLLC, John F. Martin 
Photography, Shana 
Sine Cameron — Sine & 
Monaghan Realtors, 
Sine & Monaghan 
Realtors

C o m m u n i t y 
S u p p o r t e r s :  C h r i s 
Cotzias — Real Estate 
One, Dr. Gregory Zoto, 
El’s Boutique, Goyette 
M e c h a n i c a l  C o . , 
Hanson ’ s  Runn ing 
S h o p ,  J a i m e  R a e 
Turnbull  — Higbie 
Maxon Agney, Tom 
Caulfield — Lockton 

Companies
For more information, 

to register or volunteer, 
visit neighborhoodclub.
org or call (313) 885-
4600.

“The Neighborhood 
Club has been here 114 
years,” Caulfi eld said. “I 
still think there are peo-
ple who don’t know 
what we have to offer. 
Whether you’re a mem-
ber or not, come check 
us out, get involved, 
learn what we’re about.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Neighborhood Club to host fi rst ‘Run the Bubble’ 5K

PHOTO BY JODY MCVEIGH

Everyone who signs up 
for “Run the Bubble” re-
ceives a medal.

COURTESY PHOTO

Participants who sign up by May 2 receive a “Run 
the Bubble” T-shirt.



DEAR ANNIE: I’m at a 
crossroads in my mar-
riage, and I don’t know 
what to do. My husband 
and I barely talk any-
more unless it’s about 
the kids or logistics. 
There’s no connection, 
no affection — just a 
quiet tension that lingers 
in the background of 
everything. We’ve tried 
counseling, and while it 
helped us communicate 
better for a while, noth-
ing has really changed.

I’ve thought about 
divorce more times than 
I can count, but every 
time I get close to mak-
ing a decision, I freeze —
because our children are 

so young. They’re just 3 
and 5 years old. They still 
crawl into our bed in the 
middle of the night, ask 
us to read bedtime sto-
ries together and light up 
when we’re all in the 
same room. I don’t want 
to take that away from 
them. I don’t want to 
split their lives in two.

At the same time, I 
worry about what stay-
ing in an unhappy mar-
riage is teaching them. 
They’re too young to 
understand everything, 
but they can feel the ten-
sion. I see it in their faces 
when we argue. I won-
der: Is it better to stay in 
a home where love is 

missing or to create two 
separate homes filled 
with peace and honesty?

I’m scared of making 
the wrong choice — for 
them and for myself. 
How do I know if I’m 
staying for the right 
reasons or simply out 
of fear? — Uncertain 
About What To Do

DEAR UNCERTAIN:  
Your letter speaks to 
something so many par-
ents silently wrestle with: 
the fear of breaking up a 
home, even when the 
foundation is already 
cracked. I hear the love 
you have for your chil-
dren, and I hear the pain 

you’re carrying. Let’s start 
with this: You are not self-
ish or broken for ques-
tioning your marriage. 
You are human, and you 
are trying to make the 
best decision you can with 
a heart full of love and a 
mind full of worry.

S t a y i n g  t o g e t h e r 
only for the children 
may feel noble, but it 
can also be damaging 
—  especially if your 
home becomes a place 
f i l led with s i lence, 
resentment or emo-
tional distance.

Kids may not under-
stand adult relationships, 
but they are incredibly 
intuitive. They notice 
when something’s off. 
They absorb tension like 
sponges. And over time, 
they learn to see your 
dynamic as “normal.”

That said, divorce is 
not a magic fix. It 

brings its own chal-
lenges and heartbreak. 
But in many cases, two 
calm, loving homes are 
better than one filled 
with quiet sadness.

You’ve already taken 
some strong first steps 
— counseling,  self-
reflection and thought-
ful consideration of 
your children’s well-
being. You might con-
s ider  a  temporary 
separation or thera-
peutic support focused 
specifically on co-par-
ent ing and c lar i ty . 
This doesn’t have to be 
a  rushed decis ion. 

Give yourself permis-
sion to pause, not just 
stay stuck.

The right choice is the 
one where your children 
are raised in love, and 
where you aren’t disap-
pearing in the process.

Whatever you choose, 
know this: You are a good 
mother. And your children 
will thrive with your love 
and honesty — no matter 
what path you take. 

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.
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Dear Gabby: I’m a 
high school senior and I 
really want to have a 
graduation party to cel-
ebrate with my friends 
and family. The problem 
is, my family is strug-
gling financially and I 
don’t want my parents to 
stress about this. I know 
they will try to make me 
happy, but it’s not worth 
it to create more debt.

Do you have any sug-
gestions for how I can 
still celebrate without 
spending a lot of money? 
— Budgeting in the City

Dear Budgeting: First 
of all, congratulations on 

your upcoming gradua-
tion! It’s completely 
understandable that you 
want to celebrate this 
special moment and the 
good news is that you 
don’t need a big budget to 
make it memorable.

Consider hosting a DIY 
backyard party with sim-
ple decorations, music 
and fun games. If space is 
limited, one of our amaz-
ing parks is a fun and 
relaxed spot everyone will 
appreciate. Think about 
parties you have been to 
— chances are the more 
laidback, the more fun.

Another fantastic 
option is to combine cel-

ebrations with a friend or 
two who also are gradu-
ating. Splitting costs 
makes it more affordable 
for all families involved. 

If a party isn’t possible, 
you can still make the day 
special by organizing a 
group dinner at an inex-
pensive restaurant or 
simply spending time 
with your closest friends 
doing something mean-
ingful, like a movie night 
or a fun outing.

Remember, graduation 
isn’t about the size of the 
party — it’s about cele-
brating your achievement 
with the people who care 
about you. No matter 

how you choose to mark 
the occasion, it will be 
special because it’s about 
you and your hard work. 
Do not worry about keep-
ing up with the Joneses 
on this one. Your accom-
plishments are not 
defi ned by one night of 
custom cupcakes and a 
food truck.

Wishing you a joyful 
and memorable gradu-
ation!

We love problem-solv-
ing and giving advice! 
Please send us  your 
questions & problems to 
advice@grossepointe-
news.com.

The Nautical Mile, for tasty dining this summer

Dear Annie
by Annie Lane

GROSSE POINTEGROSSE POINTEGabbyGabby Pointing you in Pointing you in 
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Food Gossip
by Nina Taormina

It’s no secret we are 
blessed with a plethora of 
dining options in our neigh-
borhood and surrounding 
areas. If there ever was a 
time to venture to the 
“other side of town,” it 
would be now. Our neigh-
boring restaurants and bars 
in St.  Clair Shores, on the 
Nautical Mile, are in the 
midst of a two-year sewer 
construction project. With 
summer making its usual 
slow arrival, this is the bus-
iest time of year for many 
of the establishments along 
this stretch of Jefferson. 
This project is going to 
affect their summer rush, 
so let’s zig-zag across 
Jefferson to the hot spots 
along the “mile” for a quick 
reminder of places to dine 
this summer. 

First up — and a personal 
favorite — is Fishbones 
Rhythm Kitchen, at the cor-
ner of Nine Mile and 
Jefferson. The Gatzaros 
family has poured much 
love into this location for 
more than 30 years. With a 
French Quarter vibe, 
they’re serving up New 
Orleans-style recipes, as 
well as delicious seafood, 
steaks, pastas and, of 
course, sushi. 

If I’m being honest, 
owner Nico Gatzaros is the 
reason I like sushi. This 
man made me taste it for 
the fi rst time and I’ve never 
looked back. I recommend 
you get the sushi pizza. 
Thank me later — and 
thank you, Fishbones! They 

are now offering made-to-
order sushi trays to go and 
party platters with six dif-
ferent sushi options. With 
44 to 64 pieces, these are 
excellent for any gathering 
or party. 

They also have a large 
banquet space for private 
events as well. “Rhythm” is 
in their name for a reason: 
live music. Tunes can be 
heard most weekends while 
dining. Patio season is here 
and this is one of the best. 

Plus, they just updated 
their lunch menu, so defi -
nitely check it out. Gumbo 
ya-ya and a po’ boy sand-
wich always sound good. 
Happy hour is 2:30 to 6 
p.m. Monday through 
Friday and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
weekends. They’ve got 
great specials.

Sitting kiddy corner 
across the street, is Leo’s 
Coney Island, a hot spot for 
the breakfast hour. This 
particular location is tricky 
to access, so pack your 
patience — your coffee and 
eggs will still be there.

Nautical Deli is next in 
line. The soup/sandwich/

salad mecca of the Shores 
is open Monday through 
Saturday with extended 
hours to 6 p.m. Thursdays 
and Fridays. This fan favor-
ite serves as the perfect 
place for a midday change 
of scenery while working 
from home. They’ve got a 
big variety from which to 
choose. It’s always fresh 
and the service is excellent. 
Daily soups are posted 
online at nauticaldeli.com, 
so don’t forget to check 
them out. Their “Pick 2” is 
my go-to: half sandwich 
and small soup.

Lake views on the mile 
start at Zef’s Dockside Bar 
& Kitchen located within 
Trader Tod’s Marina. Arrive 
by land or sea and you 
are guaranteed a flavor-

filled experience.
The Dockside burger is 

itself a conversation piece 
and the Greek salad just hits 
differently. Home to the fi rst 
rooftop bar of the area, I 
personally cannot wait for 

summer cocktails with 
friends under the stars. 
Brothers in business, Donny 
and Christopher Palushaj 
have done a superb job with 
this location. 

Boat traffic is heavily 
welcomed at Hook, located 
in Emerald City Marina. 
For a fi ner dining experi-
ence and for seafood lov-
ers, this is the place to be. 
Chef Bobby Nahra and his 
team have transformed this 
summer hot spot into some-
thing the area hasn’t seen 
in years, if ever. With an 
open-kitchen concept, din-
ing inside provides a visual 

experience on its own.
Crab cakes at the bar? Yes 

please! While outside, you 
get a glimpse of beautiful 
boats coming and going and 
“island vibes” sitting at the 
tiki bar with music playing 
and conversations happen-
ing. It’s a great date-night 
location, excellent happy 
hour and perfect for 
Mother’s Day brunch too. 

Back across the street, all 
in a row, are Waves, Golden 
Chopsticks and the newest 

addition, Johnny Blacks 
Lakehouse East. Waves has 
stood the test of time on 
this stretch. Since 1997, its 
island theme has carried 
itself. With a menu that is 
easy to please anyone and 
a Hawaiian salad people 
fl ock to, this Nautical Mile 
“chill and grill” has earned 
its keep.

Craving Chinese? It is 
impossible to pass up 
Golden Chopsticks. You 
can see that giant green 
peak from miles away. 
Open Tuesday through 
Sunday with all the Chinese 
classics on both the lunch 
and dinner menus, I can 
promise they haven’t left 
out anything. It’s a St. Clair 
Shores staple on the mile 
for sure. 

Then there’s the new kid 
on the block, Johnny. When 
it was announced that the 
Johnny Blacks group was 
expanding and heading to 
the Shores, the excitement 
was real. With multiple suc-
cessful locations across 
Macomb County, there was 
no doubt Johnny Blacks 
Lakehouse East would be 
any different. They opened 
their doors at 24409 
Jefferson, after months of 
renovating what was previ-
ously Dragon’s Landing, 
weeks after construction 

was in full swing. Shout out 
to their ownership and 
amazing staff for opening 
this new location under this 
much stress, because once 
you step inside, it’s like the 
place has been there for 
years. With excellent ser-
vice, food and atmosphere, 
it’s perfect for every game 
day possible. The patio will 
be a fun one this summer, 
too. Welcome, Johnny 
Blacks. We’re so glad 
you’re here. 

Back to more great 
mar ina  res taurants , 
Watermark Bar & Grille is 
located at Jefferson Beach 
Marina. On a warm sum-
mer night, there could eas-
ily be more boats docked in 
their bay than cars in their 
lot. A spacious patio lines 
the entire marina restau-
rant cove, with sunset 
views, so your dining expe-
rience is sure to be memo-
rable. Watermark is an 
excellent location for pri-
vate events in the glass-
windowed, ceiling-to-fl oor 
banquet room. There is 
always a view to be seen. 
They offer lunch and din-
ner menus with monthly 
specials as well, including 
Sunday brunch, Mother’s 
Day brunch and a beautiful 

See  FOOD, page 3C

                        COURTESY PHOTOS

Fishbones’ sushi pizza.

Zef’s Dockside burger.

Hook’s crab cakes.

Graduation party that is 
affordable and memorable

Is staying together for
the kids the right choice



by Anna Lizer

5 Out Of 5

Let’s be honest, most of 
us either shell out the 
money for the Lululemon 
fi t and quality, or wish we 
could. It’s no secret they’ve 
had the special sauce for 
the best fi t and longevity 
when it comes to athletic 
wear and, more recently, 
athleisure in general. But 
here’s the good news: 
There’s a new contender in 
town and it goes by the 
name of CRZ Yoga Men’s 
Performance Pants. It’s the 
budget-friendly doppel-
gänger we didn’t know we 
needed.

These pants don’t just 
rival Lululemon; they 
throw on their fastest run-
ning shoes and lap them in 
value. At about a third of 
the price, they offer the 

same high-end feel, mod-
ern design and perfor-
mance-grade construction. 
Think modern, sporty cut, 
but with just enough room 
to move (or lounge, or go 
to work or out to dinner). 
Oh, and they’re also wrin-
kle-resistant.

CRZ Yoga isn’t skimping 
on the details either. These 
pants come in a wide range 
of sizes and colors, so 
you’re not limited to “basic 
black” or “gym bro gray.” 
Feel like stepping out in 
navy, olive or even a crisp 
stone color? You can. They 
also offer high-end details 
like a zippered pocket to 
keep that phone or wallet 
from falling out. And go 
ahead and pick your three 
favorites, because you’ll 

get them for the price of 
one Lululemon ABC pant 
(their most popular men’s 
pant style).

Let’s talk laundry — 
because no one wants 
high-maintenance pants. 
These wash and dry like a 
dream, holding their shape 
and softness even after 
multiple cycles. There’s no 
pilling, no shrinking, no 
fading. Just reliable, dura-
ble, performance-friendly 
pants that keep up with 
your life.

In short, the CRZ Yoga 
Men’s Performance 
Pants are the unicorn 
of men’s athleisure: 
stylish, practical, 
affordable and fl atter-
ing. For those looking to 
save some serious cash 

without sacrifi cing quality, 
these pants are a no-
brainer.

Final verdict: 5 out of 5 
alligators. You can’t beat 
cool, well-made and 
affordable. They can be 
found on Amazon at 
tinyurl.com/2txef7yf.

We LOVE testing out 
new th ings !  Te l l  us 
about your favorite item 
or something you want 
us to try for you! Drop 
us a l ine at  media@
grossepointenews.com.

With the arrival of 
warmer weather, dedi-
cated wine lovers imme-
diately begin searching 
for white wines they can 
use for patio-sipping or 
pairing with chips and 
dip or other casual 
moments.

Although the easiest 
choices are the most 

common, such as char-
donnay and sauvignon 
blanc, the world is fi lled 
with dozens of fascinat-
ing choices that provide 
far more excitement than 
the mundane. Most 
Americans just don’t 
know enough about 
these kinds of wines to 
take a chance.

Here is a random list of 
white wines that should 
provide far more interest 
than the ordinary:

• Pinot grigio from 
Alto Adige: Pinot grigio 
from Italy usually comes 
from the Veneto, where 
it can be very good. But 
far more distinctive are 
those from Alto Adige 
(ahl-toe ah-dee-jay), a 
colder region where the 
wine’s aromatics lean 
more toward spice.

• Chenin blanc: This 
well-known grape vari-
ety that flourishes in 
South Africa (where it is 
often called Steen) 
makes a beautiful, 
slightly sweet white 
wine. In recent years, it 

is being made in a drier 
style. Look for Vouvray 
from the Loire Valley.

• Vermentino: An under-
rated Italian grape, it is 
slightly fl oral with a blos-
somy aroma. It is normally 
made dry, but some ver-
sions tend to be soft and 
very appealing when 
chilled.

• Arneis: Soft and rela-
tively fragrant, arneis 
(ahr -nayce)  comes 
mainly from northern 
Italy’s Piemonte and usu-
ally has a delicate fra-
grance and a slight bit of 
spice.

• Muscat: This is a sweeter 
white wine and the grape 
of the same name is the 
dominant component in 

Italy’s Asti Spumante. It 
has a very floral/spicy 
aroma and is a normally 
quite sweet wine.

• White Rhone blends: 
This is a relatively new 
category of white wine 
that has long been pro-
duced in France using at 
least a dozen different 
relatively obscure white 
wine grapes to produce a 
somewhat rich and 
beguiling wine. It has 
recently become popular 

with several California 
producers.

It is normally produced 
from grapes such as 
roussanne, marsanne 
and viognier.

To fi nd out more about 
Sonoma County resident 
Dan Berger, visit the 
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.com.
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Pistachios seem to be 
taking the internet by 
storm with the help of the 
viral Dubai chocolate bar.

It’s a brick of premium 
milk chocolate fi lled with 
a crunchy pistachio, 
tahini and kunafa cream. 
Kunafa is crispy, shred-
ded phyllo pastry.

If you have seen one of 
the thousand Tik Tok vid-
eos out there, then you 
know the satisfying 
sound of the crunch when 
you take a bite.

The original bar is hard 
to acquire but there are 
several knock offs on the 
market. Maybe one day I’ll 
splurge and pay the $50 to 
experience the trend.

For today, I’ll let pista-
chios inspire me in some 
other way. I wanted to 
take a savory approach to 
cooking with pistachios 

and decided on making 
pistachio pesto. Pistachio 
pesto is rooted in Siciliy 
where they created their 
variation of the tradi-
tional pesto which uses 
pine nuts. This pesto is 
full of fl avor from capers, 
garlic, lemon and just a 
pinch of red chili fl akes.

There is lots of fresh-
ness from fresh basil and 
mint. The mint is optional 
because not everyone 
prefers it but I highly rec-
ommend doing so.

This is a no-cook 
pasta sauce and the 
mint just energizes the 
entire dish. I added aru-
gula at the end which 
gently wilts into the 
pasta. Rigatoni is a good 
choice because it cap-
tures the pesto but any 
small shape, like far-
falle or orecchiette, 

would work well too.
The fact that you can 

make this sauce while the 
pasta cooks makes it a 
perfect weeknight meal. 
My son even commented 
that the pasta was “bus-
sin.” Of course I had to 
look up the definition. 
Bussin: when something 
is excellent, delicious, fl a-
vorsome or exceeds 
expectations. I’ll take the 
brain rot compliment!

Cheers, Mombeau

Pistachio Pesto Pasta

1 cup raw, shelled pis-
tachios

1 cup packed basil 
leaves

½ cup packed mint 
leaves (optional)

1 tbsp capers

Zest of 1 lemon

Juice 1 lemon

4 smashed garlic 
cloves

½ tsp red chili fl akes

½ tsp salt

½ tsp pepper

½ cup extra virgin 
olive oil

2 cups arugula

1 cup grated pecorino 
romano

1 lb rigatoni or small 
shape pasta

Bring a pot of salted 
water to a boil and add in 
your pasta. While the 
pasta cooks, add all ingre-
dients, except for the 
olive oil, to the bowl of a 
food processor. Pulse 
together until it forms a 

paste. Slowly drizzle in 
the olive oil while the pro-
cessor is running to emul-
sify the pesto until 
smooth and creamy. 
Taste for seasoning.

Add the pesto to the 
bottom of a large bowl. 
When the pasta has been 
cooked al dente, save 

about a cup of the pasta 
water and set aside.

Drain the pasta and 
add in the pasta, about 
half of the pasta water, 
arugula and the grated 
cheese. Toss everything 
together and add more 
pasta water if you think it 
needs to be thinned out.

Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

Exciting whites
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recommend reservations 
for all brunching events at 
this family-friendly place.

Then there’s Mike’s on 
the Water, “where the East 
Coast meets the Eastside,” 
as they say. Located at 
Michigan Harbor Marina/
Colony Marine, it’s now 
open seven days a week, 
from Memorial Day to 
Labor Day. Mike’s water-
front restaurant is one of the 
most popular on the mile.

If the sun is out, it’s a 
two-hour wait to get patio 
seating. With docking slips 
available, boaters literally 
can walk off their vessels 

directly to dining. Boat traf-
fi c is very consistent here. 

Known for their lobster 
rolls, Mike’s large menu 
also offers a variety of sea-
food dishes, entrees, sand-
wiches, salads and anything 
that you could possibly 
think of to enjoy outdoors. 
On cooler days, clam chow-
der is the answer. They, 
too, have a rooftop bar, but 
it’s a tad different. Mike’s 
rooftop has a food truck on 
it. Yes, you read that right 
— a functioning food truck 
on the roof.

Since opening in 2011, 
owner Mike LeFevre has 
done a stellar job of mak-
ing fun additions to this 
now locally famous sum-
mer destination restau-

rant. It sounds like there’s 
a new look for the 2025 
seasons too.

Ending the stretch of the 
Nautical Mile with another 
oldie but goodie is Pegasus 
Taverna.

Located at the corner of 
Jefferson and 10 Mile, 
Pegasus has historically 
served authentic Greek 
dishes for years at this loca-
tion. The dining room gives 
a vintage feeling of dining 
in Greece, while the all-sea-
sons patio is light and spa-
cious — and amazing in the 
summer. The saganaki 
fl ames start at 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday 
and noon on Sunday. Opa! 

At the time of this print-
ing, the Nautical Mile will 

be in the middle of its 
Restaurant Week, April 21 
to 27. Make sure to check 
out the Facebook page — 
The Nautical Mile SCS — 
to see who is offering what 
on their special menus for 
the week. A few mentioned 
also are offering Mother’s 
Day brunch too. Let’s sup-
port thy neighbor.

Fun Fact: There will be a 
trolley running from St. 
Clair Shores City Hall at 11 
Mile and Jefferson during 
Restaurant Week, 7 to 11 
p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday. Park there, hop 
on and head to your 
Nautical Mile destination(s). 
No need to stress out about 
construction or parking!

Stay tuned. Stay hungry. 

FOOD
Continued from page 2C

PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON

Bright and fresh pesto
Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

CRZ Yoga Men’s Performance Pants:
The best-kept secret in athleisure?
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New ideas for gifting mom with what she really wants
By Olivia Monette
Special Writer

There is no one more powerful than a mom. 
But Mother’s Day isn’t just about celebrating the 
women who raised us—it’s about honoring all the 
caretakers, nurturers, and magic-makers in our 
lives. Whether it’s your sister who always shows 
up, your best friend who juggles everything with 
grace, your cousin who feels like a second mom, 
or any woman who brings love and warmth to the 
people around her, this is the perfect time to show 
them just how much they mean to you. Grosse 
Pointe News is here to help with our special 
Mother’s Day section, packed with the best local 
gift ideas and experiences to make this Mother’s 
Day truly special.

From indulgent self-care to thoughtful gifts, 
we’ve curated a guide featuring the best of 
Grosse Pointe. Treat a special woman in your 
life to a luxurious head spa treatment at Chez 
Lou Lou Salon or a glowing skin refresh with a 
laser treatment from Taylor Reese. Sweeten her 
day with Nothing Bundt Cakes or Chocolate Bar 
Café, or surprise her with timeless jewelry from 
Ahee. Looking for something stylish? Savvy 
Chic and Glitter & Scotch have gorgeous fashion 

hosting a fun Mother’s Day giveaway to treat 
one deserving mom (or honorary mom) to an 
incredible experience. Because let’s be honest—
moms and all the women who do it all deserve to 
be celebrated in style.

Bags from Glitter & Scotch 
Brighten up Mom’s beach days with the 

Shiraleah Rocca tote, the ultimate summer 
statement bag. This woven beauty features 
vibrant color-blocking in playful creamsicle 
shades, complete with fun fringe details for 
a touch of texture. Crafted with durable yet 
lightweight materials, it’s roomy enough for all 
your essentials—think towels, sunscreen, and 
even your favorite beach read. Finished with 
comfortable faux leather handles, the Rocca tote 
is your perfect plus-one for sunny escapes. 

Say hello to your new seaside-inspired 
statement piece! The Coquille Minaudière is a 
chic, compact clutch featuring a delicate woven 

clasp. This bag brings coastal elegance straight 
to your wardrobe. With a removable gold chain 
strap, it’s perfect for both hands-free soirées or 
polished handheld moments.

Top: Mom hits the beach with a colorful Shiraleah Rocca tote 
in Fire, a blend of warm-tones perfect for a day of sunshine 
and happiness.The side fringe adds even more personality!

Above: Navy-hued Shiraleah Coquille Minaudiere clutch has 
a goldtone seashell clasp and open-loop chain for extra style.

  MOM
make

happy!
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AHEE Jewelers

For a Mother’s Day gift that truly shines, consider 
honoring Mom with a timeless piece of jewelry from 
edmund t. AHEE Jewelers. Stunning 8.5mm cultured 
pearl and diamond earrings in 18K white gold are a 
classic and sophisticated choice — perfect for the mom 
who exudes elegance in everything she does. 

If you’re looking for something with a bit of symbolism, 

in 18K yellow gold makes a lovely gift, representing 
transformation, beauty, and grace — just like Mom.  

Whether she prefers pearls or sparkling diamonds, 
these luxurious pieces will become family heirlooms 
she’ll cherish forever. Because let’s be honest, after 
everything moms do, don’t they deserve a little sparkle? 

Chez Lou Lou 
Chez Lou Lou Salon in Grosse Pointe is now offering 

the ultimate relaxation experience with their spa  head 
treatment. This luxurious service combines the soothing 
effects of a full-body massage with an invigorating 
head scrub and wash, all performed on a comfortable 
spa table. Available in 60- or 90-minute sessions, the 
treatment is designed to melt away stress, leaving you 
feeling refreshed and rejuvenated. Perfect for anyone 
in need of some serious pampering, this indulgent 
experience makes an unforgettable gift for someone you 
love—or for yourself!

In honor of Mother’s Day, Grosse Pointe News is 
giving one deserving mom the chance to experience 
this incredible service for free. Nominate a 

60-minute Head Spa treatment at Chez Lou Lou. To 
enter, tag a deserving mom in our Instagram Mother’s 
Day post or email media@grossepointenews.com and 
tell us why she needs this service!

Nothing Bundt Cakes 
Nothing says “I appreciate you” quite like a luscious 

treat, and Nothing Bundt Cakes has the perfect options 
to make Mother’s Day extra special. Whether you’re 
hosting a Mother’s Day brunch or just want to surprise 
Mom with something delicious, these beautifully 
decorated bundt cakes and Bundtinis are a guaranteed 
hit. With their signature rich, moist cake and velvety 
frosting, these treats look as good as they taste.

Go for a show-stopping decorated bundt cake as the 
centerpiece of your celebration. Topped with adorable 

sign, these cakes are a sweet way to show Mom just how 
much she means to you. Or or pick up an assortment of 
mini Bundtinis for a bite-sized taste of paradise. A little 
dessert therapy might be just what Mom needs to thank 
her for all the baking she has done over the years.

Chocolate Bar Cafe
If Mom has a sweet tooth, Chocolate Bar Café is the 

day extra special. From beautifully frosted cupcakes to 
decadent chocolates, this local favorite is known for its 
nostalgic charm and irresistible desserts. Whether you 

swirled cupcake, or an old-fashioned milkshake, every 
bite feels like a little indulgence. Pair it with a heartfelt 
card, and you’ve got a simple yet thoughtful way to show 
Mom just how much she’s loved. 

Savvy Chic Boutique
Check out unique and versatile cotton totes in fun 

prints — with ample room to carry everything mom needs 
for the day. 

A fresh aesthetic contemporary sneaker perfect for 
everyday wear.  In sapphire blue with classic pink color 
blocking at the heel.  Mom will love to sport these shoes 
all around the town.

Taylor Reese
Taylor Reese, a standout beauty and wellness 

destination Grosse Pointers love, offers a variety of 
premium services for moms seeking top-tier beauty 
treatments. From advanced laser therapies to indulgent 
grooming and relaxation options, this spa is a go-to for 
a comprehensive beauty experience. Here’s some ideas 
for Mother’s Day gifting from their beauty bar offerings:

BBL HERO laser treatments
One of Taylor Reese’s most advanced offerings is the 

BBL HERO laser, a cutting-edge treatment designed to 
target a variety of skin concerns. BBL, or BroadBand 
Light, uses intense pulsed light to address pigmentation 
issues, sun damage, age spots, and uneven skin tone. 
The HERO (High Energy Rapid Output) version takes 
this technology a step further by offering faster and 

in less time. Clients love this laser for its ability to leave 
skin looking brighter, smoother, and more youthful with 
minimal downtime. It’s a versatile treatment that can 
be customized for different skin types and concerns, 
making it a popular choice for those looking to reverse 
signs of aging and sun exposure.

Moxi laser for skin renewal
Taylor Reese also offers the Moxi laser, another 

revolutionary treatment designed to rejuvenate the 
skin. The Moxi laser is a gentler, non-ablative laser that 
stimulates collagen production and improves overall 
skin texture and tone. It’s perfect for individuals looking 
to refresh their skin with minimal downtime. Moxi 
treatments are highly effective for addressing early 

procedure is comfortable and can be tailored to different 
levels of intensity depending on the client’s skin needs, 
making it an excellent option for those seeking a 
refreshed glow with little recovery time.

Waxing services for smooth skin
For traditional hair removal, Taylor Reese provides a 

range of waxing services. From precise eyebrow shaping 
to full-body waxing, their skilled estheticians ensure 
smooth and irritation-free results using top-quality wax. 
These services are ideal for those looking for quick and 
effective hair removal in a comfortable setting.

Brow and lash enhancements
Taylor Reese offers eyebrow and lash treatments for 

clients looking to enhance their natural beauty. Their 
eyebrow shaping and lamination services help create 

long-lasting volume and color for a dramatic, low-
maintenance look.

Nail services for every occasion
Their nail services range from simple manicures and 

pedicures to more intricate designs. With high-quality 
products and expert technicians, clients can enjoy nails 
that look polished and healthy for any occasion.

Massage and relaxation services
For clients seeking relaxation, Taylor Reese provides 

a variety of massage therapies, including deep tissue 
and Swedish massages. These treatments help relieve 
tension, promote relaxation, and offer a rejuvenating 
escape from daily stress.

With its range of advanced laser treatments like the 
BBL HERO and Moxi lasers, along with a suite of beauty 
and wellness services, Taylor Reese continues to be a 
premier destination for self-care in Grosse Pointe.

A delicious bundt cake, above, for Mom — 
from Nothing Bundt Cakes.

Give Mom the gift of stress relief with a massage from the 
spa at Taylor Reese.

Your mother will love a manicure in spring’s 
hottest colors — from Taylor Reese.

Magic happens upstairs at Taylor Reese, above.

Enhanced brows and lashes are “in” for Mom this year.

Sapphire blue Gola sneakers, above, help moms make 
tracks around the Pointes.

Animal print tote 
from Savvy Chic 
Boutique , below, 
is a winning gift.

Treat your mom to yummy cupcakes, above,  and other 
sweets from Chocolate Bar Cafe.

Chez Lou Lou , above left, is the place to try an 
invigorating head treatment, above right. For the ultimate  
in feel-good moments, treat Mom and yourself to this 
unique experience. 

Roberto Coin Jasmine 

Culuted pearl and 
diamond earrings, above.

AHEE Jewelers • 20139 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Woods  • (313) 886-4600 • ahee.com • Instagram: @aheejewelers
Chez Lou Lou • 16900 Kercheval Ave. • Grosse Pointe • (313) 647-0525 • chezloulousalon.com • Instagram @chezloulousalon

Chocolate Bar Cafe • 20737 Mack Ave • Grosse Pointe Woods • (313) 881-2888 • chocolatebar-cafe.com • Instagram: @chocbarcafe
Glitter & Scotch • 16906 Kercheval Ave. • Grosse Pointe • (313) 571-3607 • shopglitterandscotch.com • Instagram: @shopglitteandscotch

Nothing Bundt Cakes • 17012 Kercheval Ave. • Grosse Pointe • (313) 435-0437 • nothingbundtcakes.com • Instagram: @nothingbundtcakes 
Savvy Chic Boutique • 16822 Kercheval Ave. • Grosse Pointe • (313) 466-3388 • savvychicgp.com • Instagram: @savvychicgp

Taylor Reese • 84 Kercheval Ave. • Grosse Pointe Farms • (313) 571-3323 • taylorreeseshop • Instagram: @taylorreeseshop
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MOVIE REVIEW
“My Penguin Friend”

2024 - Rated PG
1 hr 37 min
★★★★✩

They sure don’t make 
movies like this any more. 
Or I should say, they rarely 
do. I just loved this family-
friendly take on the classic 
fi lm centered on the friend-
ship between an animal 
and a human. It’s in the 
same vein as films like 
“Free Willy,” “Hachi: A 
Dog’s Tale” and one of my 

all time favorites, “My 
Octopus Teacher.” “My 
Penguin Friend” is a touch-
ing, intelligent, well made 
fi lm that will appeal to folks 
of any age. One simply 
can’t watch it without feel-
ing moved. 

D i r e c t o r  D a v i d 
Schurmann (“Little 
Secret,”) is a respected 
fi lmmaker, known for his 
documentaries and works 
of fi ction. Here he teams up 
with writers Kristen 
Lazarian and Paulina 
Lagudi Ulrich to present 

the remarkable true story 
of the exploits of a 
Patagonian Penguin and a 
Brazilian fi sherman. He’s 
aided by the cinematog-
rapher Anthony Dod 
Mantle, who’s well 
known for his work with 
Danny Boyle (“Slumdog 
Millionaire,” “Yesterday,” 
“Trainspotting”). 

As the story begins we 
meet João (Pedro Urizzi) 
and his young son. It’s the 
boy’s birthday and he begs 
his dad to take him fi shing. 
Against his better judg-

ment and in spite of a 
potential storm on the 
horizon, he relents and 
takes him out to sea. When 
the weather turns, his son 
is thrown overboard and 
drowns. It’s a devastating 
blow that throws João into 
a deep and long-lasting 
depression. An event it 
appears he may never 
recover from. 

Several years later João, 
now played by Jean Reno, 
is out at sea where he dis-
covers a penguin in dis-
tress. The creature is 
coated with oil and is just 
barely clinging to life. João 
brings the penguin home, 
cleans him up and nurtures 
him back to health. You 
can tell right off that he has 
a sweet personality. João’s 
wife Maria (Adriana 
Barraza) isn’t totally com-
fortable taking a creature 
like a penguin into her 
home. While she’s skepti-
cal at fi rst, she eventually 
realizes what a special rela-

tionship it is and she warms 
up to the little fellow. She 
can also see the healing 
power the penguin has on 
her husband.

The day comes when 
João feels he needs to 
return his new friend to the 
wild. He takes him out to a 
nearby island and sets him 
free, only to discover the 
penguin returning to his 
home a few hours later. 
Joao accepts the new real-
ity and the two not only 
spend a good part of their 
days together, they’re a big 
hit with the local villagers. 
A young girl even gives 
him a name—DinDim. 
Eventually, the two pals are 
fi lmed and, thanks to the 
Internet, their story goes 
viral. They become an 
international sensation. 

Over a period of eight 
years, DinDim migrated 
along with a million other 
penguins to the southern 
tip of Argentina and 
returned to João every 
June — a distance of over 
5,000 miles. Of course, the 
story has to have a slightly 
dark side to it. This is when 
a group of researchers fi nd 
DinDim and decide to tag 
him and study him. They’re 
interested in doing 
research on what makes 
his behavior so unique. It’s 
the one part of the fi lm I 
thought could have been 
left out. Not only was the 
side story an unnecessary 
distraction, the actors who 
play the scientists were stiff 
and hardly up to the same 
level as the movie’s leads. 

The cinematography in 
“My Penguin Friend” was 
incredible. It included quite 
a few scenes of DinDim 
(played by a number of 
penguins) frolicking in the 
ocean. And we’re treated to 
several shots from the pen-
guin’s point of view, espe-
cially when he was getting 
into mischief! The score by 
Fernando Velazquez was 
absolutely gorgeous. It 
really added to the emo-
tional side of the fi lm. I’m a 
big fan of soundtracks, so 
I’ll be keeping an eye out 

for this one. Hopefully it’s 
out on CD (remember 
those?). 

If you’re looking for a 
great family movie, I can’t 
recommend this one highly 
enough. It’s something 
everyone will love. I ask 
you, could there be a cuter 
creature on the planet? It 
might make you want to 
pay the Penguin House at 
the Detroit Zoo a visit. I 
should warn you however, 
it is a tearjerker, but in a 
good way. So be sure to 
have some tissues handy! 

Currently streaming on 
Hulu. And to rent on Apple 
TV, Amazon, Plex, and 
other services.

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good 
book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your 
queue, you might watch 
it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel free to email me at: 
dominmark@yahoo.com. 

Also, if you’re looking 
for more recommenda-
tions, be sure to check 
out my blog: moviejunk-
iemark.blogspot.com.

by Mark Domin
“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”

Movie Junkie Mark

                                    PHOTOS COURTESY OF CITY HILL ARTS, CONTENT STUDIOS AND SCHURMANN FILMES

Left, Jean Reno as João with DimDin from the movie “My Penguin Friend,” 
written by Kristen Lazarian and Paulina Lagudi Ulrich and directed by 
David Schurmann.

The real João with DinDim.

Strolling though the village.

DinDim at sea.

Movie poster.

G R O S S E  P O I N T E  T H E A T R E  P R E S E N T S

This enchanting classic of children’s 
literature is reimagined in brilliant 
musical style by composer Lucy 

Simon and Marsha Norman, the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning playwright of ‘Night Mother. 
Orphaned in India, 11-year-old Mary 
Lennox returns to Yorkshire to live with 
her embittered, reclusive uncle Archibald 
and his disabled son Colin. The estate’s 
many wonders include a magic garden 
which beckons the children with haunting 
melodies and the “Dreamers,” spirits from 
Mary’s past who guide her through her 
new life, dramatizing The Secret Garden’s 
compelling tale of forgiveness and renewal.

h i l i f hhilildd ’’

DIRECTED BY
MICHAEL A .

GR AVAME

Performances will be held at:
Parcells Middle School

20600 Mack Ave. • GP Woods

Or call 313-881-4004
Student tickets are

$15 with code Student25
(not valid for Sunday performances)

Wednesday 
& Thursday

7:30 p.m.

Fridays & 
Saturdays
8:00 p.m. 

Sundays
2:00 p.m.

Tickets $25 to $35 at gpt.org/secret

PERFORMANCES
May 2ND-4TH & May 7TH-11TH

042425
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Contract BridgeContract Bridge
THE IMPOSSIBLE DREAM

Every once in a while, declarer 
finds himself struggling in a seem-
ingly hopeless contract. This situation 
might be caused by overbidding, mis-
bidding or any number of other good 
— or bad — reasons.

Whatever the cause, declarer must 
nevertheless try to find a successful 
resolution to his predicament. A con-
tract that appears impossible to make 

can sometimes be brought home by 
applying just a little bit of extra effort.

Consider this deal where South is 
in four hearts. Looking at only the 
North-South cards, it seems declar-
er must lose two diamonds, at least 
one club and at least one trump. Yet, 
despite this prognosis, South can 
make the contract if he pays close 
attention to the task at hand.

West leads the king of diamonds and 
continues with the ten to East’s ace. 
East shifts to a spade, won by South 
with the ace. Declarer sees that he 
must lose a trump trick regardless 
of how he approaches the suit, so he 
devotes all his thoughts to avoiding a 
club loser. This results in his adopting 
a line of play that — with some luck 
— will cause his seemingly inevitable 
club loser to vanish into thin air.

Declarer begins by finessing the 
queen of clubs at trick four, then leads 
a spade to his king and a club to dum-
my’s ace. Next, he ruffs dummy’s 
remaining spade.

The ace and another trump are now 
played, West winning with the king. 
Since West has no more clubs, he is 
forced to return a spade or a diamond, 
allowing declarer to ruff in dummy 
while he discards his remaining club, 
and the “impossible” game is home.

©2025 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve BeckerWeekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
Moon Alert: Avoid 

shopping or important 
decisions after 10:45 p.m. 
EDT today (7:45 p.m. 
PDT). The Moon is in 
PISCES. 

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, April 24, 2025:

You’re a perfectionist 
and a humanitarian. You 
are kind, devoted and 
protective of loved ones. 
This year is the begin-
ning of new adventures 
and major changes in 
your life. Keep your eyes 
open for new opportuni-
ties. Take action and 
define your goals. 
Prepare for leadership. 
Stay independent.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
Today you will act 

with restraint, caution 
and common sense. 
Many of you will choose 
to work alone or behind 
the scenes.  You’re 
assessing things and 
wondering about your 
next move. You’re not 
afraid to speak up, but 
you’re giving thought to 
what you will  say. 
Tonight: Solitude.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

T o d a y  y o u  w i l l 
express loyalty and 
support for someone 
older — either a friend 
or a charitable organi-
zation that you like to 
support .  Something 
unexpected might trig-
ger your feelings of 
responsibility and obli-
gation to others. After 
all, you care. Tonight: 
Responsibilities.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

Tread carefully when 
dealing with authority 
figures today, which 
means talking to par-
ents, bosses, teachers, 
VIPs and even the 
police. Your dealings 
with them are not pre-
dictable. Something 
u n e x p e c t e d  m i g h t 
occur.  Fortunately, 
others will see you as 
conscientious and reli-
able. Tonight: Show 
respect.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Sudden opportunities to 
travel might fall in your lap 
today. Conversely, travel 
plans might be interrupted. 
It’s a crapshoot. Meanwhile, 
you will embrace traditional 
values when it comes to reli-
gious and political issues 
today. You believe the old 
ways are tried-and-true. 
Tonight: Tradition matters.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

Tread carefully today, 
because unexpected news 
from bosses or authority fig-
ures might impact your finan-
cial scene. This could relate to 
shared responsibilities, 
shared property, inheritances 
or banking issues. Stay on top 
of things so you are not 
caught off guard. Tonight: 
Check your finances.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Today you have to go 
more than halfway when 
dealing with others. 
Therefore, be ready to com-
promise. Having said this, 
unexpected opportunities to 
travel or encounter some-
one from another culture 
might catch you off guard. 
Stay light on your feet so 
you can be fl exible. Tonight: 
Be there for someone.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

You are best served today 
by paying attention to your 
responsibilities related to 
your job, your work and 
even your health. Play by 
the rules. Do what is 
expected of  you. 
Nevertheless, cancellations, 
delays and broken equip-
ment might dog your foot-
steps. Be resilient. Tonight: 
Honor your obligations.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Your responsibilities to 
children and young people 
are important today, and 
you will respect these. 
Others know they can 
count on you. Pay atten-
tion, because this might 
be an accident-prone day 
for your kids. Avoid sports 
accidents. Tonight: Be 
sensible and responsible.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Small appliances might 
break down today or a 
minor breakage could 
occur -- something will 
interrupt your home rou-
tine. Perhaps someone 
unexpected will knock on 
the door. Nevertheless, 
you are aware of your 
responsibilities to care 
for someone older. And 
you will. Tonight: Secure 
your home.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Pay attention to every-
thing you say and do, 
because this is a mildly 
accident-prone day for 
your sign. However, it’s a 
good day to study and 
learn something new. 
Actually, someone older 
might have interesting 
news for you. Stay light on 
your feet. There’s an 
unpredictable element in 
the air today. Tonight: 
Advice.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Keep your eyes open 
when it comes to your assets, 
money and possessions. 
Something unexpected 
could impact them today. 
For example, you might fi nd 
money; you might lose 
money. Do what you can to 
protect what you own 
against  theft or damage. On 
the upside, you might 
improve your job. Tonight: 
Check your belongings.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

Today the Moon is in 
your sign dancing with 
Uranus, as well as lining 
up with both Saturn and 
Venus. This is a mixed 
bag. In one way, things 
are sudden, changing 
and unpredictable. Yet, 
in another way, you will 
toe the line and stick with 
what is tried-and-true. 
(Better safe than sorry.) 
Tonight: You’re reliable.

BORN TODAY
Actor Jack Quaid 

(1992), singer, actress 
Barbra Streisand (1942), 
actress Shirley MacLaine 
(1934).
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© 2025 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 4/17 Solution

Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

4/24

Universal Crossword

© 2025 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Stainberg April 24, 2025

4/17 Solution

Braces Oneself by Taylor Johnson4/17

ACROSS
  1 Gather over 

time
  6 Motor oil 

brand
  9 ___-chic 

(fashion style)
 13 A beginner in
 14 Great Plains 

people
 15 Six-sided 

state
 16 You can 

count on it!
 18 Ominous
 19 Queen in 

 20 Volume 
booster

 21 Prayer beads
 23 

daughter
 25 Swiss skiing 

spot
 26 Essential skill 

in the  
Information 
Age

 35 Org. on a 
mouthwash 
bottle

 36 They may 
say “Take 
me to your 

 37 Tennis great 
Arthur

 38 Harold who 
directed 
some 
episodes of 

 40 Rapper Lil 
___ X

 41 Keyboard 
goofs

 42 Those people
 43 Lipton  

competitor
 45 ___ out a 

living
 46 

parallel to  
the x-axis

 49 Unfavorable 
responses

 50 Chill (out)
 51 Like a  

glowing poker
 54 Polynesian 

staple
 56 Greek god 

whose 
name is an 
anagram of 

 60 Storybook 
brute

 61 Bets  
everything

 64 Petri dish gel
 65 Eye part 

that may be 
brown

 66 Solemn song
 67 Shiba Inu 

meme
 68 

UNLV
 69 Stand in  

good ___
DOWN
  1 Poker table 

payment
  2 Breakfast or 

brunch
  3 Hole-making 

tools
  4 Sandwich 

sausage
  5 Dirty digs
  6 Put one foot 

forward
  7 Tip of a boot
  8 Rodents  

kept as  
companions

  9 It makes 
insects  

 10 ___ cosa  
(another 
thing, in 
Spanish)

 11 Combed part 
of a doll

 12 “Good  

 14 Measure of 
resistance

 17 Katey of  
“Married ... 

 22 
shout

 24 
 26 ___ Vader
 27 State known 

for potatoes
 28 

 

 29 
fabric

 30 Smallest 
amount

 31 App with  
camera 
effects,  
for short

 32 Colorado ski 
town

 33 
matters most

 34 
replies

 39 Words from 
another room

 41 “A ___ of  

 43 Air hole?
 44 

legend who 
named his 
private jet 
Lisa Marie

 47 
place

 48 
 51 Paved way, 

say
 52 Toaster 

 53 Pull along
 54 Trident- 

shaped 
Greek letters

 55 Approves
 57 Like 

expensive 
Pokemon 
cards

 58 Gymnast 
Korbut

 59 Snow day toy
 62 Nest egg 

 63 
licenses, e.g.

4/24

DOWN
  1 Poker table 

payment
  2 Breakfast or 

brunch
  3 Hole-making 

tools
  4 Sandwich 

sausage
  5 Dirty digs
  6 Put one foot 

forward
  7 Tip of a boot
  8 Rodents  

kept as  
companions

  9 It makes 
insects  

 10 ___ cosa  
(another 
thing, in 
Spanish)

 11 Combed part 
of a doll

 12 “Good  

Weekly   ChallengeWeekly   Challenge
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Wumo                                     Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler

Carpe Diem                                                          Niklas Eriksson

Andy Capp                                                                                        Reg Smythe

Flying McCoys     Glenn McCoy
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B.C.                                                                     Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Crankshaft                                                   Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis

Scott Ketchum, Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton

“what came after
the fall 0f ROME?”

“the WINTER!”

Dennis the Menace                        Hank Ketchum,

Mother Goose and Grim                                           Mike Peters

Beetle Bailey                               Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

©
20

25
 C

om
ic

an
a,

 In
c.

 D
is

tr
ib

ut
ed

 b
y 

Ki
ng

 F
ea

tu
re

s 
Sy

nd
ic

at
e.

Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John ReinerThe Lockhorns

“first, i’d like to say that i prefer the
old employee evaluation process better.”

Bizarro     Dan Piraro and Wayno

Reality Check      Dave Whamond

thursday    Comics
          Peanuts                                                                                                                   Charles M. Schulz
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Blondie Chris and Dean Young
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Family Circus Bill and Jeff Keane

“Know who Noah’s wife was?
Joan of ark.”

©2025 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

  Ziggy Tom Wilson

Over The Hedge Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus Tony Carrilo

Wizard of Id        Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni
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Hagar The Horrible Dik Browne and Chris Browne
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Marmaduke Paul & Brad Anderson

“I threw only one Frisbee
for you to catch.”

Popeye Bud Sagendorf

popeye.com

Crock Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

thursday  Comics

 Close To Home        John McPherson

“Mike, those are the combs. The 
reading glasses are over here.”

Garfield Jim Davis
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11 + 3 =

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

O

W

H

E

C

R

O

F

K

Y

Q

B

H
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E

A
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A

O

O

L

D

O

O

W

C

O

W

Y

R

O

T

S

A

K
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T
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ATTRACT
AWAY
FORCE
HOOK
IRON
METAL
NATURE
POLE
PUSH
REPEL
STONES
STORY
STUCK
WOOD
YEARS

ANSWER: “Stick with me and 
I’ll take you places!”

Standards Link: Writing: Write about 
imagined experiences or events.

Select a photograph in 
the newspaper. What do 

you think happened 
BEFORE the photo 
was taken. What do 
you think happened 

AFTER the photograph 
was taken? Write a story 
about what is happening 
in the photograph and 
what happened before 

and after.

Tell a Story

          ccording to a legend, a shepherd 
               discovered magnets 4,000
years ago.

One day, the shepherd Magnes was 
walking in a region of Greece called 
Magnesia. He sat down and looked 
at his sandals.

He had metal nails in his sandals. 
The sandals kept sticking to the rocks 
where he was walking. 

The metal end of the shepherd’s hook 
also stuck to the rocks.

The rocks that stuck to metal were 
naturally occurring magnets called 
lodestones.

A

Standards Link: Math: Recognize even 
and odd numbers.

Standards Link: Reading: Recount stories including legends.

Standards Link: Science: Understand 
the interaction between magnets and 
magnetic materials.

Read the legend. Then number the pictures in order.

Is the legend true?
No one knows for sure. Some say the story took place in India instead of Greece. But 
finding rocks that could stick to sandals started some creative thinking and new 
inventions that have used magnets for thousands of years.

You can’t see the force that pulls certain kinds of 
metal towards a magnet. But it is a force in nature, 
like gravity is a natural force, that we can’t see.

What do magnets attract? Metals such as iron, 
nickel and cobalt are attracted to magnets. Other 
materials such as aluminum, glass, plastic and 
wood aren’t attracted to magnets.

Invisible Power: Magnetism

Magnets Push 
and Pull
We usually think of magnetic force 
attracting options towards a magnet.

But magnets can also 
repel or push away 
objects. This is because 
magnets have a north pole
and south pole.

In short, opposite poles attract, 
and the same poles repel.

A north pole side of a magnet 
will repel (push away) 
the north pole side of 

another magnet.
A south pole side of a magnet 

will attract the north pole 
side of another magnet.

4 + 1 =

9 + 9 =

12 + 8 =

4 + 3 =

13 - 4 =

6 + 4 =

1 + 3 =

9 + 9 =

12 + 8 =

4 + 3 =

13 - 4 =

6 + 4 =

Do the math to see which of these items are attracted 
to magnets. If the answer is an even number, 
that means it’s magnetic.

7 + 8 =

There is an invisible area around a magnet where its pulling force 
can be felt. Circle every other letter to find out what this area is 
called.

Standards Link: 

QMDATGBNYEMTUIACVFLIDEWLND
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Look through the newspaper for five words 
that are new to you. Look up each word in a 
dictionary and write the definition of each. 
Can you draw a picture that also shows the 
meaning of each?
Standards Link: Language: Determine the meaning of words 
through reference materials.

Five Fun Words

What if one of your 
hands suddenly 

became a magnet. 
Tell about your life 
with a magnet hand.

Stuck!

The verb repel means to 
force back or push away.

REPEL

Try to use the word repel 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

My raincoat was able to 
repel water and keep my 

clothes dry.

This week’s word:

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

Race a family member to see 
who can get to the magnet first!

3 + 3 =

Your Neighborhood
It’s what’s most important to you, to your 

kids, to your family. It’s easy to stay on top 
of what is happening around you with the Subscribing is easy. 

Call 313.343.5578
or visit grossepointenews.com

$4 50 Annual subscription, 
delivered weekly with 
24/7 online access
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Whether it is the regu-
lar season or postseason, 
there never seems to be a 
lack of excitement and 
unpredictability when 
the varsity softball teams 
from Grosse Pointe 
North and Grosse Pointe 
South meet on the dia-
mond. The crosstown 
rivals faced off in their 
only scheduled meeting 
of the regular season 
Monday, April 21, with 
the Blue Devils playing 
host. In a game that 
nearly came down to the 
wire, the Norsemen 
ended up victorious on 
their rival’s home fi eld, 
5-2. 

“I was very proud of 
the girls with the way 
they played and exe-
cuted and continued to 
work to get to what they 
wanted, which was ulti-
mately winning the 
game,” North softball 
head coach Ron Smith 
said. “South played a 
great game. Defensively, 
they were making every 
play. It was the way a 
rivalry game was sup-
posed to be.”

South broke onto the 
scoreboard first in the 

bottom of the third 
i n n i n g .  V i v i a n a 
Ostrowski put the first 
run on the board with an 
RBI double, then later 
came in to score the sec-
ond run of the game after 
a single by Kate Kalmink 

to make it 2-0 Blue 
Devils. 

T h e  N o r s e m e n 
answered back in the top 
of the fi fth. It took one hit 
to tie the game, with 
senior Addie Wakefi eld 
bringing in two runs on a 

single to even the score-
board at 2-2. 

The game remained 
tied going into the sev-
enth inning until another 
big hit for the Norsemen 
put them in front for the 
fi rst time. Addison Moses 

brought two runs across 
the plate with a single to 
make it 4-2 North. 
Freshman Emma Barr 
helped add another 
insurance run to the 
board with a sacrifice 
bunt to make it 5-2 

Norsemen.  North’s 
pitching and defense 
held onto the lead in the 
end and the team walked 
away with the rivalry 
win. 

“The team really has 
gelled as a coach can 
only hope for,” Smith 
said about his team’s 
chemistry after the vic-
tory. “They are truly driv-
ing that togetherness 
and that commitment 
and, from a coaching 
perspective, all you can 
do is sit there and be 
proud that that’s what 
you’re getting.”

Barr also was the win-
ning pitcher for North, 
pitching six innings and 
allowing two runs on 
four hits with three 
strikeouts. Moses got the 
save in the seventh 
inning with three strike-
outs. Murphy Russell 
pitched fi ve innings for 
South and allowed two 
runs on seven hits. 
Makenzie Waterson 
threw two innings for the 
Blue Devils and gave up 
three runs on three hits. 

The game was a much-
needed win for the 
Norsemen after suffering 
a loss in their previous 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

North bests South in rivalry 
showdown on softball diamond

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Carina Jensen crosses  home plate in hopes of scoring, but the batter was out. North went on to win the 
game over South, 5-2 Monday, April 21.

Baseball often can be 
defined as a game of 
slumps and hot streaks, 

both for players and 
entire teams. Sometimes, 
one player’s hot streak 
can lift an entire team. 
Right now, that might be 
the case for senior Henry 

Domzalski and the 
Grosse Pointe South var-
sity baseball team. 

The Blue Devils are 
13-1 so far this season 
and currently sit tied for 
first place in the MAC 
White Division, with 
league play just getting 
underway. One of the 
biggest contributors to 
South’s strong start this 
s e a s o n  h a s  b e e n 
Domzalski, who has 
been on an absolute tear 
at the plate. However, 
part of why Domzalski 
has been performing so 
well is rooted in what he 
learned about himself 
and the game last sea-
son, when he felt he did 
not live up to his full 
potential.

“Last year was kind of 
a disappointment for 
me,” he said. “I struggled 
a bit, so I’ve spent a lot of 

time in the (batting) 
cages this offseason, hit-
ting and working on 
what I could fix to get 
myself to the position 
where I am now.”

Domzalski currently is 
hitting above .500 this 
season with nine doubles 
and 18 RBIs. He also has 
showcased tremendous 
speed on the basepaths 
with nine stolen bases. 

A streak of strong per-
f o r m a n c e s  l i k e 
Domzalski’s may be 
attributed to luck, skill or 
a combination of both. 
What he has learned to 
reach this point focuses 
on managing the mental 
aspect of baseball, avoid-
ing self-doubt and main-
taining a carefree attitude 
toward whatever hap-
pens when he grips the 
bat.

“Going up to the plate 

w i t h o u t 
anything in 
your mind,” 
Domzalski 
s a i d . 
“ C o a c h 
( D a n ) 
Griesbaum 
J r .  h a s 
taught me a 
lot over the 
years and 
now that 
I’m on this 
hot streak, 
he’s letting 
me fi gure it 
out myself. 
… When you’re hot, you 
just don’t think about 
what you’re doing. You 
just go up there and try to 
keep things going.”

“I think we just needed 
some time together over 
his junior season and the 
offseason to find an 
approach and the right 
mechanics that work for 
his skill set,” Griesbaum 
added. “I think his hard 
work and his diligent 
approach to the drills 
we’ve talked about and 
the approach in the bat-
ter’s box is fi nally paying 

off and I’m really happy 
for him and, most impor-
tantly, happy for our 
team. As far as this hot 
streak goes, I must admit 
that I’ve actively stopped 
talking to him for now. 
Nothing I can do or say 
as a hitting coach right 
now will make him per-
form any better than he 
already is. This is one of 
the best stretches of hit-
ting I’ve seen in our his-
tory and I don’t want to 
get in his way right now.”

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Domzalski off to hot start at 
the plate for Blue Devils baseball

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 

ATH ETE

Henry DomzalskiHenry Domzalski

Sponsored by Shana Sine Cameron
Sine & Monaghan Real Estate

School: Grosse Pointe South
Sport: Baseball

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Domzalski rounds third base and heads toward 
home plate in South’s game against Utica last 
Wednesday, April 16.

Hammerin’ Henry
•  Recorded 18 RBIs and 9 doubles in 15 games 

with South baseball this season

•  Had 5 hits and 7 RBIs, including a 2-run HR, 
against Utica on April 17

See ATHLETE, page 2D

See SOFTBALL, page 6D
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Do you know an outstanding high school athlete? 
Nominate them for Athlete of the Week and put 

them in the running for Athlete of the Year.
All weekly winners will be invited to the end of year Athlete of the Year 

Awards Gala – with top athletes winning scholarships!
Submit online at:

With the fi rst month of 
the varsity baseball sea-
son nearly complete, 
teams are fully settled 
into the season as things 
heat up on the diamond. 
Last week was another 
action-packed one for 
the teams from Grosse 
Pointe South, Grosse 
Pointe  North  and 
Univers i ty  L igge t t 
School as they continue 
to stack wins as the 
heart of the season 
arrives. 

Grosse Pointe South
The Blue Devils have 

been red hot so far and 
showed no signs of slow-
ing down last week. 
South’s achievements 
included a three-game 
series sweep against 
MAC White Division foe 
Utica and a sweep over 
Royal Oak in a weekend 
doubleheader. 

South took the first 
game 10-1 over Utica in 
the MAC White series 
Monday, April 14. The 
t e a m s  m e t  a g a i n 
Wednesday, April 16, 
with South hosting. 
Once again, the Blue 
Devils came away with 
the win, 6-2 over the 
Chieftains. 

South dominated in 
t h e  w i n .  C h a r l i e 
Michelotti was the win-
ning pitcher after toss-
ing six innings and 
allowing just two runs 
on four hits with six 
strikeouts. Dane Lezotte 
helped lead the way at 
the plate with three RBIs 
on two hits. 

There was no shortage 
of offense in the final 
game of the series 
between South and 
Utica Thursday, April 
17. The fi nal score ended 
up looking more like a 
football game than a 
baseball game, but 
South fi nished the sweep 
of the Chieftains with a 
22-14 victory. 

The lead changed 
hands a few times in the 
high-scoring game. 
South jumped out to an 
early 3-0 lead, but ended 
up trailing 5-3 at the end 
of the fi rst inning. South 
tied the game in the sec-
ond inning and took 
back the lead 6-5 in the 
third inning, but once 
again, a big inning by 
Utica gave it the lead 9-5 

after three innings. 
However, South was 
able to tie things up and 
eventually take back the 
lead in the fi fth inning, 
then never looked back 
on its way to victory.

Henry Domzalski con-
tinued his string of 
strong performances at 
the plate this season 
with seven RBIs on fi ve 
hits in the win, including 
a two-run home run in 
the seventh inning. 
Lezotte also had another 
multi-RBI performance 
by driving in three more 
runs with his bat. James 
Michelotti also had three 
RBIs on three hits. 

Moving into non-
league play over the 
weekend, the Blue 
Devils hosted Royal Oak 
for a doubleheader 
Saturday, April 19. 
South improved to 13-1 
for the year by sweeping 
both games of the dou-
bleheader against the 
Ravens. 

G a m e  O n e  l a s t 
Saturday was a shutout 
win for South, 10-0 over 
Royal Oak. Helping pro-
pel the Blue Devils to the 
win was the perfor-
mance  o f  Gr i f f in 
Szatkiewski on the 
mound. The senior 
pitched all six innings 

and got the shutout win 
while allowing only 
three hits. 

On offense, it was 
another game with mul-
tiple RBIs for both 
Domzalski and Lezotte, 
who brought in two runs 
each at the plate. Adam 
Czarnik had three RBIs 
for South as well in the 
win. 

The Blue Devils picked 
up another victory in 
Game Two of the dou-
bleheader by winning 
5-1. Steven Zrimec had a 
pair of RBIs in the game 
and Jack Danielewicz 
was the winning pitcher, 
throwing three innings 
and striking out four 
batters with one earned 
run. 

The momentum for 
the Blue Devils kept roll-
ing into Monday, April 
21, when they hosted St. 
Clair in the fi rst matchup 
of another three-game 
MAC White series. 
Czarnik had a banner 
day with four RBIs on 
three hits. Szatkiewski 
and Drew Hess both had 
a pair of RBIs each as 
well. Danielewicz got 
another win on the 
mound, pitching all fi ve 
innings of the blowout 
victory without allowing 
a hit and racking up nine 

strikeouts. 
South visited St. Clair 

a f t e r  p r e s s  t i m e 
Wednesday, April 23. 
The Blue Devils come 
back home for the third 
game of the series 
against the Saints at 
4:30 p.m. Thursday, 
April 24.

Grosse Pointe North
The Norsemen have 

been trying to piece 
together any success 
they can this season. 
Last week saw more tal-
lies added to the loss col-
umn for North, but also 
a victory over the week-
end as the team tries to 
get on course. 

North began the week 
Wednesday, April 16, 
with the second game of 
a three-game series 
against Anchor Bay in 
the MAC White Division. 
The high-scoring game 
ended up being another 
loss for the Norsemen, 
with the Tars being vic-
torious 17-11. 

The Norsemen had a 
5-1 lead after the first 
inning before the Tars 
eventually ended up 
11-5 after three innings. 
A big fifth inning for 
North saw the team 
score six runs and tie the 
game at 11 apiece, but 

Anchor Bay had a big 
inning of its own in the 
seventh, scoring six 
more runs to eventually 
pull away for the win. 

Caleb Butler fi nished 
the game with four RBIs 
for North, all of which 
came on a grand slam in 
the fifth inning that 
helped tie the game at 
11-11. Senior Charlie 
Rocho also fi nished the 
game with a pair of RBIs 
on two hits. 

North and Anchor Bay 
played the fi nal game of 
their three-game series 
Thursday, April 17. 
While the game was not 
as high-scoring as the 
one the day before, the 
result was another loss 
for the Norsemen as 
Anchor Bay won 4-2. 
Rocho and Brandon 
Keyes brought in the 
only two runs for North 
with their bats. Keyes 
also pitched the com-
plete game, allowing just 
two earned runs on four 
hits over six innings. 

The Norsemen got a 
break from MAC White 
play over the weekend 
when they hosted a dou-
b l e h e a d e r  a g a i n s t 
Berkley. North ended up 
splitting the two games 
with the Bears, with 
North winning the fi rst 

game 8-6. Jacob Sahadi 
fi nished the game with 
three RBIs in the win. 
Deshawn Edwards and 
Rocho also had a pair of 
RBIs each for the 
Norsemen. 

Game Two of last 
Saturday’s  double-
header was won by 
Berkley 9-4.  Jacob 
Jarackas and Lorenzo 
Dichio each had two 
RBIs, accounting for 
North’s runs in the loss. 

North began another 
three-game MAC White 
series Monday, April 21, 
hosting Utica.  The 
Norsemen dropped the 
fi rst game of the series 
5-1 to the Chieftains. 
S e n i o r  A n d r e w 
MacGillis had the only 
RBI for North in the loss. 

The Norsemen visited 
Utica for Game Two of 
the series after press 
time Wednesday, April 
23. North hosts Utica for 
the final game of the 
series at 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, April 24.

University Liggett
The Knights had a rel-

atively quiet week last 
week with only a couple 
of games. They hosted 
Detroit Country Day 
Wednesday, April 16, in 
a doubleheader, where 
they ended up splitting 
the games with the 
Yellowjackets. 

Country Day was vic-
torious in Game One of 
the doubleheader, 12-5. 
Andrew Johnson and 
Ravi Hines each had 
RBIs for the Knights in 
the loss. 

Liggett bounced back 
and won Game Two of 
the doubleheader 5-0. 
Johnson fi nished with a 
pair of RBIs in the win to 
close out his strong day. 
Jackson Fetter and Joey 
Harris combined for the 
shutout on the mound. 
Fetter was the winning 
pitcher and tossed four 
innings with six strike-
outs and allowed just 
two hits. Harris closed 
out the last three innings 
without allowing any 
hits or runs while also 
tallying six strikeouts. 

The Knights hosted 
Allen Park Tuesday, 
April 22, after press 
time. The team is in 
action again at home 
Saturday, April 26, host-
ing a doubleheader 
against U of D Jesuit 
starting at 11 a.m.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

South baseball stays hot, North and 
Liggett try to piece wins together

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Henry Domzalski greets Lucas Ogden at home plate after both score runs in South’s win over Utica last 
Wednesday, April 16.

His coaches and team-
mates all see how special 
Domzalski’s perfor-
mance so far this season 
has been. The way they 
have helped him through-
out his career in both his 
best and worst games 
shows what South base-
ball is all about and how 
m u c h  c h e m i s t r y 
Domzalski has with the 
teammates with whom 
he has shared the dia-
mond for so long. 
Without that tight bond 
with his teammates, who 
knows if Domzalski 
would be where he is 
now.

“I played a lot of base-
ball with some of the 
guys on my team and 
some of them were sort 
of my rivals since they 
played for Farms-City 
Little League and I played 
for Grosse Pointe Park 
Little League,” he said. “I 

played against a lot of the 
Farms-City kids, so 
growing up, I knew them 
but didn’t play with them. 
Then, going to South, we 
all played baseball 
against each other and 
knew how we were. 
When we got on the same 
team, we got to know 
each other better. … You 
can see on the fi eld that 
we know each other 
super well and trust each 
other’s abilities in what 
we can do on the field 
together.”

Domzalski and his 
teammates are fi ring on 
all cylinders together 
lately. The Blue Devils 
have had one of the best 
starts to the season of 
any team in the state and 
do not seem to show any 
signs of slowing down. 

However, Domzalski 
and the rest of the Blue 
Devils know this is just 
the beginning. He, his 
teammates and his 
coaches still have a long 
way to go to ultimately 

reach their goals for this 
season. Domzalski hopes 
he can remain playing at 
this extremely high level 
as long as possible, but 
knows that everything 
has to be taken one day 
at a time so he can share 
some of the best moments 
of his senior season with 
his teammates.

“All of the returning 
players from last year 
have our sights set on 
winning the district and 
winning the region and 
making it to the state 
c h a m p i o n s h i p , ” 
Domzalski said. “I think 
this is a super talented 
group. Our coaches let us 
know that and we have a 
lot of trust in them. They 
trust us to get that far. 
It’s just about what we 
can do and what we can 
do in the offseason. 
We’ve had a really good 
start so far and I think 
this team is super tal-
ented and they push us 
every day to get us to 
where we want to be.”

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D
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University Liggett 
Schoo l  announced 
Wednesday, April 16, 
that Brian Anderson 
has been appointed as 
the school’s new direc-
t o r  o f  a t h l e t i c s . 
Anderson, who offi-
cially will start his new 
role July 1, currently 
serves as the athletic 
director at Stoney Creek 
H i g h  S c h o o l  i n 
Rochester Hills. 

“Beyond his profes-
sional experience, what 
impressed our commu-
nity most was the per-
son behind the resume,” 
Liggett Head of School 
Tom Sheppard said in a 
s t a t e m e n t  a b o u t 
Anderson’s  h ir ing. 
“During his visit to cam-
pus, Brian’s alignment 
with ULS’s mission and 
core values was clear. 
He connected with stu-

dents, parents, faculty 
and staff, and was 
praised for his rela-
tional leadership style 
—  b u i l d i n g  t r u s t 
through approachabil-
ity,  diplomacy and 
authentic engagement.”

A n d e r s o n ,  w h o 
attended the now-closed 
Lutheran High School 
East, has respected and 
admired Liggett since 
he competed against 
them as a student-ath-
lete many years ago. 
That respect for the 
school and its athletic 
programs remained 
with him over the years 
and ended up drawing 
him to the opportunity. 
The fi t, he said, eventu-
ally felt natural. 

“When I met every-
body at my interview, 
where I spent the better 
part of a day there, 
really, the people just 
drew me in,” Anderson 
said. “I could tell that 

they’re passionate about 
all the right things and I 
really can’t wait to work 
with them.”

During Anderson’s 
time at Stoney Creek, 
the Cougars won state 
championships in var-
sity girls soccer and 
competitive cheer. His 
roles before Stoney 
Creek included serving 
as district athletics 
director for Hamtramck 
Public Schools and 
assistant athletic direc-
tor for L’Anse Creuse 
North High School. 
Anderson graduated 
from Central Michigan 
University with degrees 
in English and journal-
ism. He also has a mas-
ter’s degree in sports 
management from the 
United States Sports 
Academy. 

Anderson already has 
ideas of how he can hit 
the ground running 
once he offi cially begins 

his new role with 
Liggett in July. Some of 
the biggest things he 
knows will be important 
right away will be build-
ing trust with the staff 
and reminding himself 
that sports are about 
having fun.

“Sometimes, you get 
lost in the business part 
of the job and the paper-
work and you have to 
remind yourself just 
how much fun it is,” 
Anderson said. “I get to 
be part of sports teams 
for a living, which is 
something I dreamed of 
doing since I was liter-
ally 14 years old. You 
have to make sure that 
you’re active and go to 
games and go to prac-
tices and see the joy 
that the kids have that 
comes from that. The 
other main thing is that 
it’s important to trust 
your people and also 
take care of your peo-

ple. I don’t want to 
micromanage and want 
my coaches to have the 
freedom to build their 

own vision. … You also 
have to lend a helping 
hand to make sure that 
they can do that.”

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

University Liggett hires 
new Director of Athletics

COURTESY PHOTO

University Liggett School announced last week that 
Brian Anderson will be the school’s new Director of 
Athletics beginning July 1.

G r o s s e  P o i n t e 
South’s  boys and 
girls track and field 
teams kept  the i r 
momentum in dual 
meets rol l ing last 
week. The Blue Devils 
faced Port  Huron 
Northern Tuesday, 
April 15, and both 
teams ended up victo-
r ious to maintain 
their top spots in the 
MAC White Division 
standings. 

T h e  g i r l s  t e a m 
dominated the previ-
o u s l y  u n b e a t e n 
Husk ies ,  w inn ing 
103-34. South’s girls 
won 15 of 17 events 
d u r i n g  t h e  d a y , 
including al l  four 
relays and all four 
field events. 

“We continue to do 
well with our very 
b a l a n c e d  a t t a c k 
across all 17 events,” 
South girls track and 
f ie ld  head  coach 
Steve Zaranek said. 
“Our girls continue to 
improve with major 
contributions coming 
from all four grades.”

Senior Sarah Koval 
earned a couple of 
first-place wins by 
taking both the 800 
and 1600. Evie Baer 
won the 100, while 
Morgan Duff won the 
200 to give South vic-
tories in the sprint 
races. In the hurdles, 
Ciara Pongratz was 
victorious for South 
in the 100 hurdles 
while Adelina Parikh 
took first place in the 
300 hurdles. 

Olivia Barba con-
t inued her  strong 
season by winning 
both the discus and 
shot put. Her senior 
teammate Catherine 
Pattie leaped to a win 
in the high jump. 
Junior Evie Wodzisz 
took first in the pole 
vault with an eight-
foot jump and Duff 
won the long jump by 
leaping 15 feet, four 

inches. 
Ja imi  D iamond , 

Ryan Wright, Molly 
Reynolds and Evie 
Baer teamed up to 
take first place in the 
400 relay for the Blue 
Devils. Diamond and 
Baer then teamed up 
with Duff and Sabina 
Stackhouse to win the 

800 relay. 
South’s boys team 

also earned the win 
89-48 with strong per-
formances. Zachary 
Wilson got a sprint 
victory for the Blue 
Devils by winning the 
100. Jack Martin was 
victorious in the 800 
a n d  1 6 0 0  w h i l e 
Nathan Tyler took 
f i rs t  in  the  400. 
Tethyan McKenzie 
continued South’s 

success on the day in 
the distance races by 
taking first in the 
3200. 

Edmund Shall won 
both the 100 and 300 
hurdles races. In the 
f i e l d ,  L i a m 
O’Donoghue won the 
pole vault and Jaiden 
Spratt earned first 

place in  the long 
jump. 

South’s teams trav-
eled to Grosse Pointe 
North for a cross-
town r ivalry  dual 
meet after press time 
Tuesday, April  22. 
Both the boys and 
girls teams will be in 
a c t i o n  S a t u r d a y , 
April 26, competing 
at the Steve Johnson 
Relays  hosted  by 
Warren Mott.

By Mike Adzima 
Sports Reporter

South track & field teams 
continue dual meet success

PHOTO BY GRACE GERESY

Adelina Parkih won the 300 hurdles and was part of South’s first-place 1600 re-
lay team in a dual meet victory over Port Huron Northern.

‘Our girls continue to improve 
with major contributions coming 
from all four grades.’
STEVE ZARANEK, GP SOUTH GIRLS TRACK AND FIELD 
HEAD COACH  



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, APRIL 24, 2025

4D  |  SPORTS

As the fi rst month of 
the season for Grosse 
Pointe South varsity 
girls lacrosse winds 
down, the Blue Devils 
seem to have hit their 
stride in recent games. 
South took the field 
twice over the past week 
and was able to secure a 
couple of key wins 
against Eisenhower and 
Northvil le to build 
momentum as the team 
moved into the heart of 
its schedule. 

South, who currently 
sits atop the MAC stand-
ings, hosted Eisenhower 
last Wednesday, April 
16. In a matchup against 
one of the other top 
teams in the MAC, 
South dominated with a 
score of 17-6. Lyla 
Hampton scored six 
goals in the win. Maddie 
Swarthout found the 
back of the net four 
times, and Sophie Brink 
also had a hat trick with 
three goals. 

The win was a major 
victory for South to stay 
on top of the conference 
standings. It also helped 
the Blue Devils’ coach-
ing staff continue to see 
the growth in team 
chemistry that the play-
ers have developed as 
the season has pro-
gressed, which is a 
promising sign for how 
far they believe this 
team can go.

“They’re really start-
ing to fi gure out how to 
play together and play 
as a team,” South girls 
lacrosse coach Shaun 
Hampton said. “If I look 
at our early games, it 
was like a tale of two 
cities…In the last cou-
ple of games, we’ve 
really been playing 
more as a team. The 
Eisenhower game, I was 
super impressed with…
We played Northville, 
whom we’ve struggled 
against in the last cou-

ple of years, and the 
girls understood that 
they have to work 
together,  and they 

played awesome.”
South then went on 

the  road  to  face 

Northvi l le  Monday, 
Apri l  21,  and got 
another win, 15-11. 
Hampton once again led 

the scoring for the Blue 
Devils with fi ve goals. 
F r e s h m a n  W e l l s 

Webber netted four 
goals while Brink and 
Swarthout both scored 
a pair each. 

As the Blue Devils 
prepare for their next 
s t re tch  o f  games , 
including a rivalry 
matchup  a t  home 
against Grosse Pointe 
North on Thursday, 
April 24, they hope that 
the momentum from 
their recent wins can 
keep building. To get 
there, the coaches want 
their players to con-

tinue to focus on team-
w o r k  a n d 
communication to keep 
things flowing on the 
fi eld.

“It’s been a lot of 
things going into it that 
have allowed us to have 
success,” Hampton said. 
“One person can’t win a 
game by themselves…
All of the ingredients 
are adding up to a pretty 
good cake right now. 
When they play well 
together, they can be 
pretty darn good.”

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Blue Devils girls lacrosse builds 
momentum with pair of big wins

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Ava Mueller battles past the Eisenhower defense to score in South’s win over the Eagles last Wednesday, April 16.

‘They’re really starting to fi gure
out how to play together and play as
a team.’
SHAUN HAMPTON, GP SOUTH GIRLS LACROSSE 
HEAD COACH

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required.
We accept credit cards, cash  
and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WORD ADS:
35 words for $25.00;
additional words are 30¢ each.
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AND CENSORSHIP
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each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves 
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We assume no responsibility for the 
same after the first insertion.
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TREE & SHRUB

Specializing In:
Tree Removal / Trimming

FREE ESTIMATES

 FIREWOOD AVAILABLE 

25 Years Experience
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GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
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GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
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202 HELP WANTED
CLERICAL / OFFICE

COLOR
Your Ad

(313)882-6900 x4
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801 COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS
COMMERCIAL

BUILDING
near 9 Mile/ Harper.
Approx. 1,600 sq. ft.

Good as New.
Up front offices and

warehouse,
parking, $179,900.
Brokers welcomed.

Land contract
considered. Quick

occupancy.
(313)618-5650 or

tkpointes@gmail.com

803 CONDOS / APTS / FLATS

OPEN SATURDAY
& SUNDAY

3- 5
RIVERHOUSE COOP

APPARTMENTS
Beautiful

1 bedroom,
1 bathroom
with view of

Belle Isle Bridge
and Detroit River.

Secured gated
community.

8900 E Jefferson
apartment #1109,

Detroit 48214,
$69,500.00

Contact
Natoshia Anderson,

(248) 730-8162
for appointment.

701 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
DETROIT/WAYNE COUNTY

SPACIOUS LOWER
Unit; 2 Bedroom,

Dining Room,
Natural Fireplace,
Shared Basement,

Clean Quiet
Neighborhood,

$1,000.00+ Utilities.
SECTION 8
WELCOME.

New Flooring
Throughout;
Carpet, Tile.

NO SMOKING
(586)945-8566

720 ROOMS FOR RENT
HARPER WOODS
2 rooms for rent,
access to entire
house, laundry

facilities, appliances
and more.

$400 per room.
(989)965-6513

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

1374 Wayburn St.
Grosse Pointe Park
3 bedroom, 2 bath

home for rent.
$2,500/ month.

Steps from
Charlevoix and

Kercheval business
districts. Updated

single family home.
GPHF approved.

Call (313)400-1531
for details. View
posting online.

GROSSE POINTE
PARK

lovely 1,600 sq. ft.
2 bedroom 2 bath,

upper unit with
basement and
1 car garage.

$1,850 per month.
Available May.
830 Harcourt
(586)945-1092

Property For Rent

907 BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
Basement

Waterproofing
313-886-8088

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
Masonry • Tuckpointing

Porches • Walkways
313-886-8088

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

KITCHEN & BATH
RENOVATIONS

Fast turnaround on
custom cabinetry

and built- ins.
Handyman services

available.
 Woods Building

David Kien
(313)882-8069

Licensed & Insured

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

SAFE STEP
North America's
#1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive

lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line
installation and

service.
Now featuring our

FREE shower
package and

$1,600 Off for a
limited time!
Call today!

Financing available.
Call Safe Step

1(855)861-4501

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling
Unwanted Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean Outs
•Basement/

  Garage Clean Out
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166

Estate,
Rental Property &

Foreclosure
Clean Outs

Appliance Pick-Up
Debris Removal
Free Estimates

Mark
(313)433-1959

Matthew
(313)829-4570

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER • WINDOW
CLEANING

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

941 HOARDING

BACKGROUND
CHECKED
 BONDED
 INSURED

 www.cleanup
 clearout.com

 •Clutter •Debris
 •Hoarding

 •Estate Clean Outs
 Medium, Large,
 Extremely Large

 Projects
 5 to 30 Yard

 Driveway Safe
 Dumpsters
 Available

 (313)886-3330
 Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER
AFFORDABLE

 NEXT DAY
SERVICE.

Gardener serving
the finest

Grosse Pointe
homes since 1979.

Provencal,
Lake Shore
experience.

Spring clean up,
 weeding, edge

beds, cultivating,
planting,

rose pruning,
ornamental tree/

shrub care,
trimming,

mulch, much more.
Complete yard care,

residential and
condominiums.

Licensed, insured.
Ron, (313)377-1467

BRYS
LAWN & SNOW LLC

Spring cleanup,
weekly cutting,
bush trimming,

weeding.
Free quotes.

Established 1986.
Jim Sr.

(586)804-2186

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB
Tree Removal/

Trimming
Stump Grinding

FREE ESTIMATES
45% OFF SPRING

DISCOUNTS
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

* FIREWOOD *
AVAILABLE
25 Years

(586)216-0904
davestreeandshrub.

com

POINTES
LANDSCAPING LLC

 Serving the
eastside full service

landscaping for
10+ years!

 Fully insured and
Free estimates!

 Weekly cut, edge,
and blow starting at

Just $35.
 Call Josh at

(313)407-6523

Serving Grosse
Pointe and the

surrounding areas.
Spring Cleanup
Lawn Service

Aeration
Mulch & More!

Call or Text:
Johnny Harrison
(313)550-3585

944 GUTTERS

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

944 GUTTERS

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Handyman Service
Electrical - Plumbing

Carpentry

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

We're your
"TO DO"

list handymen!
Let us help you with

any plumbing,
electrical,

carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

948 INSULATION

Residential
Commercial
INSULATION

 EXPERTS
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is

GREEN, cost and
energy efficient.

Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC

can insulate
your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

FREE ESTIMATES
 Interior/Exterior
 Commercial &

Residential
 313.882.9234

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Custom Paint - Plaster
Repair & Restoration

FREE CONSULT

313-886-8088
HANDYMAN SERVICES

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Custom Paint - Plaster
Repair & Restoration

FREE CONSULT

313-886-8088
HANDYMAN SERVICES

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Custom Paint - Plaster
Repair & Restoration

FREE CONSULT

313-886-8088
HANDYMAN SERVICES
INTERIOR / exterior

paint, drywall
install / repair and

general renovation.
Very reliable, on

time and on budget.
Quality work and
great customer

experience.
Guaranteed. Grosse

Pointe based.
Call Andrew

(917) 412-3995.

JOHN’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
 drywall, cracks,

windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

 insurance work.
 All work

guaranteed
 G. P. References
 License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

960 ROOFING SERVICES

RR CODDENS
Family since 1924

(313)886-5565
(313)550-6602

Licensed•Builder•Insured

Re-Roofs ~ Tear Offs
Flat Roofs

Chimney Repair

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commercial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

YouHave

Heard?
You’ll sell 

it FASTER 
here! classifieds

313-882-6900

Directory of ServiceS
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

207 HELP WANTED SALES

ESTABLISHED,
family- owned

company is
growing!

Seeking account
executives for
advertising and
our new digital

marketing services.
Please send

your resume and
cover letter to

jobs@bluebook.ws

300 SITUATIONS WANTED
BABYSITTERS

ATTENTION:
by MICHIGAN LAW

DAY CARE
FACILITIES

(In-Home & Centers)
Must Show Their

Current License To
Advertising

Representative
When Placing Your
Ads. THANK YOU.
Parents- Please

Verify All Child Care
Licenses!

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

CITA ANGELS
HOME CARE

Caregiver services.
24 hour care. We
assist in cooking,
cleaning, bathing/
grooming, doctor's

appointments,
errands, etc.

Accepting
medicaid payments.

1(866)54-ANGEL

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

HUSTLE & GLOW
CLEANING

Embrace life,
leave the

cleaning to us.
Your local Grosse
Pointe home care
specialists offering

Bi- Weekly or
Monthly

Maintenance
Cleanings

Deep Cleanings
Spring Cleaning
Move In or Out

Cleaning
Mention this ad

and receive
20% off

your first cleaning!
Contact Jen at
(773)414-5277

312 SITUATION WANTED
ORGANIZING

DUCKS IN A ROW
De-cluttering and
organizing your
home! Closets,

basements,
whole house.
Organize your
paper clutter.

Home information,
notebooks,

Medical journals,
memory albums.

Becky Schlaff
(313)580-2528
Susan Mason
(313)910-9705

schlaffb@
comcast.net
rwmason@

comcast.net

406 ESTATE SALES

Estate Clean Out
Specialist

since 2007.
First Responder,
Senior, Veteran

Discounts Available
Background Check,
Bonded, Insured.

Call for your
Free Estimate
 (313)886-3330
www.cleanup
clearout.com

SERVICING
the

GROSSE POINTES
and

Surrounding Areas
Call for a

Free Estimate.
(313)214-7936

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

ACTUAL
MOVING SALE!
Friday 4/ 25 &
Saturday 4/ 26

9am- 4pm.
Sunday 4/ 27

10:30am- 3pm.
Downsizing
33 years of
collectibles.

Dishes, antiques,
furniture,

Depression glass,
vintage jewelry,

chintz,
women's clothing.
1121 BUCKINGHAM

GROSSE POINTE
PARK

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

Classifieds: 313-882-6900 x 4

Buy! $ell! Hire! Fast! Call now...

See Classifieds for more details

Yard & Estate Sale Map

THIS WEEK: 1. 1121 Buckingham, GPP = ESTATE SALE

= YARD SALE

1
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ESYSF Awards 2025 
McSorley Scholarship
The East Side Youth Sports Foundation (ESYSF) awarded the 2025 McSorley 
Scholarship during its Hockey Night in Detroit event on April 5. This year’s 
recipient was Grosse Pointe North senior Leanna Phillips. Phillips will be 
attending the University of Michigan after graduating from North this year and 
plans to study cellular and molecular biomedical science  and engineering. The 
McSorley Scholarship is awarded each year by ESYSF in honor of Jack 
McSorley, a former Bulldogs hockey player. The scholarship is given to a 
graduating high school senior who was also previously part of the Bulldogs 
organization.

COURTESY PHOTO

game against Utica last 
Thursday, April 17. North 
fell to the Chieftains 5-0, 
unable to get any runs across 
the board while tallying 
seven hits in the game.

North visited Anchor Bay 
after press time Tuesday, 
April 22. The Norsemen 
return home to host Romeo 
at 4:30 p.m. Thursday, April 
24.

South took the rivalry loss 
despite racking up plenty of 
wins in recent games. The 
Blue Devils won three games 
last week, including a nar-
row 5-4 win over Warren 
Woods Tower last Thursday, 

April 17. 
The Blue Devils played 

three games over the week-
end last Saturday, April 19. 
The first was a dominant 
11-1 win over Berkley, with 
three RBIs from Lucia Gabel 
and a strong pitching perfor-
mance by Russell leading 
the way. South then went on 
to beat Woods-Tower yet 
again, this time 14-9 before 
ending Saturday with an 8-1 
loss  to  B i rmingham 
Seaholm.

The Blue Devils faced 
another crosstown foe after 
press time Tuesday, April 
22, playing a doubleheader 
against University Liggett. 
South hosts New Haven at 
4:30 p.m. Thursday, April 
24. 

SOFTBALL:
Continued from page 1D

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

North’s Emma Barr reaches out to tag Maddie Agnone out on the basepath.

Knights earn narrow 
win over Ravens
University Liggett varsity boys lacrosse defeated Royal Oak 8-7 last 
Wednesday, April 16. Landen Maltby, above left, was one of the goal scorers in 
the Knights’ close win, while Nick Gould led the way with four goals. Above 
right, Brendan Beland from Liggett battles for a faceoff early in the game.

PHOTOS BY MIKE ADZIMA

FOLLOW
GROSSE POINTE NEWS
SPORTS

The Grosse Pointe News is proud to announce our new 

social media page completely dedicated to bringing you the 

best sports news and moments from around the Pointes. 

@GPNewssports on Instagram is where you will be able to 

find instant updates from the biggest games and amazing 

highlights from athletes and teams at every level from

youth sports to high school freshman, JV and varsity. 

Best of all, we want to highlight all of the moments that 

YOU share with us. Send your best sports photos and 

achievements to our DMs on Instagram or to our email, 

sports@grossepointenews.com, for your chance to be 

featured on our social media and even in the sports

section of the Grosse Pointe News each week! 

Scan the QR code below to follow us!
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