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GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— He wanted no funeral, 
no headstone, no formal 
burial nor grave.

In accord with his 
wishes, he’s fading with-
out much fanfare, but 
won’t be allowed to com-
pletely slip away for a 
while.

The late Brian Colter, 
city forester since 1994, 
received as close as he’d 
want to eulogies during a 
tree-planting ceremony 
in his honor early Friday 
afternoon, April 25, Arbor 
Day, near the boardwalk 
at Patterson Park.

Around 100 represen-

tatives and residents of 
all five Grosse Pointes 
and more attended.

“I was so thankful for 
everyone and for the 
memories and words of 
admiration that were spo-
ken,” said Lisa Kyle of the 
Park, Colter’s longtime 
partner. “It is incredibly 
comforting to see how 
many came to bid Brian 
farewell.”

Colter, a heart patient, 
died in his sleep last 
month at age 57.

He was city forester of 
the Park, City and Farms.

Colter spent most of his 
career in the Park.

In addition to tree care, 

Final goodbyes
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Lisa Kyle, 
Brian 
Colter’s long-
time partner 
and chair of 
the beautifi-
cation com-
mittee, and 
Colter’s 
brother, Alan 
Colter, shov-
el dirt 
around the 
base of the 
tricolor 
beech tree 
planted in 
Colter’s 
memory as 
Wayne 
Nemeth with 
J&W Tree 
Artisans 
stands by.

PHOTO BY 
RENEE LANDUYT

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — Cindy 
Parravano had the “inter-
im” tag removed from her 
title and now offi cially is 
principal at Grosse Pointe 
South High School.

The Grosse Pointe 
Public School System 
Board of Education voted 
7-0 on the matter at its 
meeting Monday, April 
14.

She was named interim 
principal in December 
when Moussa Hamka, 
who held the position 
since 2014, was named 
assistant superintendent 
for human resources.

“As a teacher, you’ve 
got a certain set of stu-
dents you impact and 
build relationships with,” 
Parravano said. “As an 
administrator, you have a 

South 
gets new 
principal
By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

GROSSE POINTE PARK —
Most sit-ins are monomers. Most 
are sit outs.

They’re conducted by individ-
uals sitting outside a building or 
somewhere. The goal is to stress 
a complaint against others hav-
ing business within.

Park council members, how-
ever, staged a literal sit-in this 
week.

Upon concluding a specially 
scheduled meeting Monday, 

April 28 — during which they 
passed a resolution urging pub-
lic school board members to 
allocate $12.6 million of antici-
pated bond proceeds for the 
reopen ing  o f  Trombly 
Elementary School as a learning 
center — they, the council mem-
bers, sat in at a meeting of the 
Grosse Pointe Public School 
System Board of Education and 
promised to keep doing so until 
they get their way. 

Members of the school board 
bond committee are considering 
putting the renewal request on 

the November ballot.
“(We) will have representa-

tion at all future meetings of the 
bond committee and the board 
of ed,” Mayor Michele Hodges 
said. “We encourage the com-
munity to do the same.”

The council resolution urged 
the district to earmark roughly 
10 percent of its $120 million 
anticipated bond renewal for 
Trombly’s resurrection. 

“Now is not the time to short-
change Trombly,” Hodges said. 
“That was done before and it 
can’t happen again. Park resi-

dents need to see Trombly in 
that bond allocation in order for 
it (the Park) to strongly support 
(the renewal) from a voting 
standpoint in the fall.”

“I hope the school board looks 
at this and says, ‘We’ve got seri-
ous people in Grosse Pointe 
Park and they want it open,’” 
Councilman Marty McMillan 
said. “It is our money. We’re 
putting money into this, the tax-
payers.”

Councilman Max Wiener indi-

Park disputes district’s Trombly tally
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

PHOTO BY LAUREL KRAUS

Public Safety Director John Alcorn honors Offi cer 
Jacob Gentile, left, as the 2024 offi cer of the year 
Monday, April 21.

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — After just fi ve 
years with the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety Department, 
Offi cer Jacob Gentile last 
week was named offi cer 
of the year for 2024.

“I wouldn’t be able to 
make it happen without 
having such a good team 
and good leadership,” he 
said, “and I’m proud that 
I can work hard for the 
city and keep its people 
safe.”

Gentile also earned the 
department’s annual 
Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving award for the 
most drunken driver 

arres ts  las t  year ; 
received two unit cita-
tions for larceny from 
auto arrests; and partici-
pated in a six-day sting 
operation to arrest a 
thief targeting homes of 
the recently deceased, 
for which he gained a 
third unit citation. 

The raid to arrest the 
suspect at his home at 
the conclusion of the 
case was Gentile’s fi rst 
operation as a member 
of the Eastern Wayne 
County Special Response 
Team.

The offi cer, who said it 
was his lifelong dream to 
be on a SWAT team, 
earned a difficult-to-
obtain spot on the team 
last year. 

“I used to tell my mom 
when I was younger, ‘I 
want to be the one to 
kick in the door,’” 
Gentile recalled. “I was 
like 5 years old and I 
made it happen. It’s the 
only thing I’ve ever 
wanted to do other than 
work in Grosse Pointe.” 

Growing up in Grosse 
Pointe  Woods,  he 
a t t e n d e d  F e r r y 
Elementary School, 
Parcells Middle School 
and Grosse Pointe North 
High School. 

“I feel a special con-
nection to the area,” he 
noted. “It makes me 
happy. It’s just fun. It’s 
homey.”

Gentile named City’s 
2024 officer of the year
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

See TALLY, page 2A

See COLTER, page 2A

See GENTILE, page 3A

See SOUTH, page 12A
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Join the Beautification Advisory 
Commission for our 50th annual flower
sale on the front lawn of the Robert
Novitke Municipal Center, located at 
20025 Mack Ave.

Sale Dates and Times:
 • Friday, May 9 (10 am – 5 pm)
 • Saturday, May 10 (8 am – 4 pm)

The area’s premier fundraising flower 
sale offers a large selection of high-
quality annuals, perennials, multi-plant
porch pots and hanging baskets, tropical 
plants and vegetables - all available at
competitive prices just in time for

Mother’s Day. Individual bags of compost,
from Indian Summer Recycling, will
also be available as the perfect soil
supplement for strong and healthy plants.
Experienced gardeners will be available
for individualized attention and advice.

Proceeds from this sale support
beautification programs and plantings
throughout the city, including 
the Adopt-a-Garden Program,
as well as honoring residents
and businesses with the
City of Grosse Pointe Woods
Beautification Awards.

M A Y  9  &  1 0 ,  2 0 2 5

 G R O S S E  P O I N T E  W O O D S

50th Annual
Flower Sale

050125

(586) 775-7472
21707 Harper Avenue
Saint Clair Shores
Equipment Sales & Service

Time for a tune-up?
We will pick up and deliver your 
equipment! Call for details.

Forton’s
Mower Service

313-980-8586
www.eastsidehvac.com
service@eastsidehvac.com 050125

cated the tide is cresting 
on chances to direct 

funds toward Trombly.
“The reason this is so 

pertinent and pressing 
now is this is really the 
last opportunity to get 
real capital funds into 

Trombly,” Wiener said. 
“This is our last real 
opportunity to steer 
funds toward it from the 
school board. If this ship 
sails, to have that kind of 
major capital allocation 
is going to be very diffi -
cult. This is why I’m 
imploring people to be 
engaged. This is why this 
council’s trying to help 
infl uence or at least edu-
cate the decision making 
in that bond committee.”

School officials shut-
tered Trombly in 2019. 
Rationale given at the 
time, declining elemen-
tary-age population, is no 

longer the case, accord-
ing to Park offi cials.

They intend to prove it 
at a town hall meeting 6 
p.m. Wednesday, May 7, 
to which district offi cials 
are invited to be schooled. 
The location of the town 
hall hasn’t been set, but 
may be in the Grosse 
Pointe North High School 
library in Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

“We’re awaiting confi r-
mation,” Hodges said. 
“The goal is to show unity 
throughout the district.”

Park offi cials intend to 
present a revised analy-
sis of a Trombly district 
school-age population 
survey they say district 
consultants conducted 

but got wrong.
“In all science, you 

have a sample and try to 
find a way to use your 
sample to represent the 
whole,” said Councilman 
Brent Dreaver, a data-
driven program manager 
in his business life. 
“Where (the district’s) 
survey data fell short was 
using sample data to rep-
resent the whole. They 
said they were not going 
to make statements about 
the whole. But, that’s the 
whole point. That’s what 
we’re trying to do — 
make statements about 
the whole.”

“That’s part of what the 
town hall is intended 
for,” Hodges said. “There 

will be a presentation on 
the data analysis. We’ve 
been able to fi nd Grosse 
Pointe Park-based talent 
to help us do (the analy-
sis) in an empirical and 
credentialed way.”

“What we found, pre-
liminarily, is there are a 
lot of kids there,” Dreaver 
said. “There’s way more 
there than we thought. 
We’re starting to see a bit 
of a small surge from 
zero to 4-year-olds com-
pared to 5- to 9-year-olds. 
In a couple years, our 
p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h i n 
schools is going to grow.”

“The board of ed needs 
tha t  in format ion , ” 
Hodges said. “That’s the 
purpose of the town hall.”

TALLY:
Continued from page 1A

he interacted with com-
munity groups and 
schools about the role of 
trees in the environment 
and their relative perma-
nence.

As part of that, he set 
up a cross-section of an 
American elm tree trunk, 
called a tree cookie, in 
the lobby of city hall as a 
municipal timeline. Push 
pins in the tree’s annual 
growth rings mark events 
of historical importance, 
such as the tree germinat-
ing in 1912 at the corner 
o f  Je f fe rson  and 
Lakepointe, and the tree 
succumbing to Dutch elm 
and being cut down in 
2004.

“Part of what we’re 
going to do to honor 
Brian is to show his birth-
day on the ring,” said 
Nick Sizeland, city man-
ager.

Mayor Michelle Hodges 
said she was trying to 
think of something to say 
about Colter that hadn’t 
already been said when 
she looked to the sky and 
realized:

“There it is — Brian 
inspired us to look up and 
see the trees, the birds, 
the sunshine, the beauti-
ful clouds, to look up 
even symbolically as to 
what we can achieve as 
individuals.”

Rain was forecast to 

fall during the ceremony, 
but held off until dusk. 
Still, gray clouds covered 
the sky. Waves from Lake 
St. Clair made shushing 
sounds breaking against 
the rocky shoreline.

A breeze that in a week 
or two would rustle 
spring leaves of trees 
that, if planted within the 
last three decades, grew 
from holes Colter had a 
hand in digging, passed 
silently through bare 
branches.

Colter’s older brother 
and sister, Allan Colter of 
Dearborn and Nancy 
Hascall of western 
Michigan, think he was 
inspired to become an 
urban forester by the loss 
of American elms in the 
Dearborn neighborhood 

in which they grew up.
“This time of year is 

especially sad because of 
all the blooming, blos-
soming trees,” Allan 
Colter said. “I have ques-
tions about trees I’ll have 
to connect with him on 
the breeze about. I feel 
he’ll be living on. There 
was a fun side to Brian. 
I’ll miss that immensely.”

Pat Deck, a member of 
the Grosse Pointe Park 
B e a u t i f i c a t i o n 
Commission, gave an 
example of Colter’s sense 
of humor.

“I remember the time I 
heard the sound of a 

chicken clucking,” Deck 
said. “I said, ‘Brian, what 
is that?’”

It was the ringtone of 
Colter’s telephone.

“He went on to tell me 
that whenever his phone 
was clucking, it was a 
sign that the call came 
from someone he did not 
want to talk to,” Deck 
said. “His presence in all 
the Pointes will be left in 
the legacy of the many 
trees he planted that will 
outlive us all.”

“Brian helped contrib-
ute to a 38 percent tree 
canopy in Grosse Pointe 
Park,” Sizeland said. “In 
an urban-centered com-
munity, that is astronom-
ical. That is truly because 
of Brian. Last year alone, 
we planted 340 trees.”

“Today is the perfect 
day to permanently 
remember him and the 
impact he’s had on our 
community,” Hodges 
said. “I hope this com-
forts us all and enables us 
to move forward and 
tighten our bonds as a 
community.”

Colter’s memorial tree, 
a tricolor beech, stands 
close to a pawpaw tree 
memorializing his mother 
near the park boardwalk.

Hascall said Colter’s 
cremated remains will be 
spread in a forest.

COLTER:
Continued from page 1A

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Brian Colter’s family, from left, his brother-in-law, 
Allan Hascall; longtime partner, Lisa Kyle; sister, 
Nancy Hascall; cousin, Tom Vogtmann; brother, 
Alan Colter; and sister-in-law, Lisa Colter, with his 
97-year-old uncle, Walt Vogtmann, seated in front.

Left, Grosse Pointe Park Mayor Michele Hodges 
welcomed guests and said a few words about Brian 
Colter. Above, Colter’s brother and sister, Alan 
Colter and Nancy Hascall, thanked attendees for 
coming and shared a few words about their brother.

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — A Brownell 
Middle School student 
who rode his bike 
through a Touraine inter-
section and into a moving 
vehicle around 8:50 a.m. 
Monday, April 28, is re-
covering well from the ac-
cident, according to an 
email sent to the 
Brownell community by 
Principal  Rodger 
Hunwick later that morn-
ing.

“Earlier today, at 
approximately 8:50 a.m., 
on Touraine Road a bik-
ing accident involving a 
Brownell student and a 
vehicle occurred — no 
one is to blame, it was an 
accident,” the email 
reads. “The Grosse 
Pointe Farms Police and 
ambulance personnel 
provided medical atten-
tion to the student and 
parent(s) transported 
them to the hospital. The 
school has been in con-
tact with the student’s 
parent(s) and they report 
their child is well and 
recovering from the acci-
dent.”

While the investigation 
was ongoing as of press 
time, employees of a 
landscaping company 
were traveling behind the 
vehicle — which report-
edly was a city vehicle — 
on Charlevoix and 
provided offi cers with a 
witness statement.  

“According to the wit-
ness, the cyclist was com-

ing from Touraine to 
Charlevoix and was 
crossing Charlevoix,” 
said Sgt. Tim Harris, who 
was at the scene. “He 
entered the intersection 
of  Charlevoix and 
Touraine and hit the side 
of the pickup truck.” 

Hunwick ’s  emai l 
stressed reminders to the 
community regarding the 
importance of wearing a 
helmet while biking; 
using proper intersec-
tions for street crossings; 
adhering to all signage; 
and putting away cell-
phones while walking, 
running or operating any 
vehicles. 

The Brownell student 
is not believed to have 
been wearing a helmet at 
the time of the accident.

Harris, at the time, was 
unable to confirm 
whether the student was 
on his phone.

“When you’re coming 
off Touraine from Ridge 
to Charlevoix, it’s a real 
steep hill,” Harris said. 
“Your bike gets moving 
and it’s hard to stop, so it 
is hard to tell if he was on 
his phone or if his bike 
just didn’t have good 
enough breaks to stop 
when he was fl ying down 
Touraine. It’s just specu-
lation as to whether or 
not he was on his phone 
or if that was an issue.” 

No charges against the 
driver of the vehicle are 
being sought at this time.

— Laurel Kraus 

Brownell 
student doing 
well after 
bike accident
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GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — On the heels 
of the city’s Egg Stroll, 
albeit hopefully with 
better weather, Spring 
Fest runs noon to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, May 3, at 
Chene-Trombly Park.

“There’s no cost and 

no registration,” accord-
ing to Owen Gafa, parks 
and recreation director. 
“Just show up any time 
and have fun.”

The day will feature 
activities from The 
Friendship Factory, 
which recently opened 

on Mack, presentations 
by the Detroit Institute 
of Arts, face painting, 
lawn games and the 
Treat Dreams ice cream 
truck.

The event is hosted by 
the Woods Citizens 
Recreation Commission.

Spring Fest was cre-
ated in 2022 after 
COVID restr ict ions 
forced the city to cancel 
Winter Fest in 2021.

C o u n c i l w o m a n 
Angela Coletti Brown, 
city council’s liaison to 
the recreation commis-
s ion ,  sa id  Chene-
Trombly was picked as 
the location to highlight 
improvements that were 
being made there. It will 
continue to be held 
there, while Winter Fest 
will continue to be at 
Ghesquiere Park each 
January.

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — The plan to 
convert the old Chase 
Bank building at the cor-
ner of Rivard and 
Jefferson into a counter-
service restaurant with a 
liquor license and focus 
on grab-and-go items, is 
over before it began. 

The building has sat 
vacant since Chase Bank 
consolidated with its St. 
C l a i r  l o c a t i o n  i n 
December 2021. Grosse 
Pointers and restaura-
teurs Curt Catallo and 
Ann Stevenson won a 
bidding war for the 
property and announced 
intention to repurpose 
the building into a res-
taurant in early 2023 — 
though they ultimately 
never pursued the nec-
essary city variances. 

“As much as we were 
excited about the oppor-
tunity to bring a Union 
Joint to the neighbor-
hood — which is our 
neighborhood, because 
we live nearby — as we 
were working on the 
building, we heard from 
the neighbors that they 
weren’t interested in 
having anything food 
related in the old Chase 
Bank,” Catallo said. “I 
think we just looked at it 
and said, ‘OK, do we 
have the energy to make 
this kind of investment 
of our passion and our 
money into this property 
if we’re going to encoun-
ter this kind of resis-
tance? It just made 
better sense to see if 

somebody else was 
interested in using it, 
because we were told by 
the neighbors that food 
was not an acceptable 
usage.”

They found the right 
buyer in a local entre-
preneur and investor, 
who received approval 
from the city’s zoning 
board of appeals last 
week to use the building 
as a personal office 
space. 

“When we say offi ce, 
he’s not employing 20 
people,” the applicant’s 
real estate agent, Patty 
Vasilos, noted. “(It’s) 
basically himself and 
maybe some administra-
tors, so five to 10 
employees tops.” 

Though commercial 

use of the pre-World 
War I building was 
grandfathered in when 
the property was zoned 
as part of a single-family 
residential district, the 
city’s zoning ordinance 
stipulates a noncon-
forming use cannot be 
reestablished once dis-
continued for six months 
or more. 

Neighboring residents 
hoped to see the historic 
building preserved and 
residentially adapted as 
something akin to con-
dos or apartments, but 
the majority who spoke 
during the public hear-
ing were amenable to 
the low-impact office 
use proposed. 

“By right, what would 
happen with that prop-

erty is, it’s zoned R-1, 
which is single-family 
residential ,”  Mayor 
Shelia Tomkowiak said, 
“so the only thing that 
someone could do with-
out our permission is 
tear down that building 
and put in single-family 
homes based on the 
parameters of what the 
size of the lot should be 
and the setbacks from 
the property lines. 

“If we don’t want that 
to happen and we want 
to preserve the fabric of 
the community, which 
the majority of our resi-
dents have said they 
wanted to do, then we 
have to make some kind 
of compromises.” 

It has been more than 
20 years, City Planner 

John Jackson said, since 
the city last granted a 
similar use variance for 
a building that didn’t 
meet the standards for 
the typical use in its 
area.

“Granting these use 
variances are very rare,” 
he noted, though recom-
mending the ZBA do so. 

The ZBA’s vote — 
which passed 5-0 with 
members Maureen Juip 
and Chris Moyer absent 
— came with a handful 
of conditions to further 
minimize impact on the 
residential neighbor-
hood.

Namely, the building 
only will be open to the 
public between 8 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday; there 
will be no overnight 
parking of commercial 
vehicles in its lot — 
which Vasilos stated 
was never the intention 
— and the approved use 
is tightly limited to gen-

eral office functions, 
specifically restricting 
medical or dental as a 
more intensive category 
of offi ce uses. 

“I look back at this and 
I go, ‘Wait, this was a 
bank,’” Councilman 
Chris Walsh noted. 
“They had traffi c coming 
in and out all the time 
and that’s what every-
one that has been there 
for any length of time 
was used to. You’re now 
t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a 
6,500-square-foot place 
with a family offi ce. In 
my opinion, the neigh-
bors should be ecstatic 
about this.” 

To prepare the space 
for professional office 
use, construction prior 
to occupancy will run 
around nine months to a 
year, Vasilos estimated.

The interior of the 
building will be adapted, 
alongside updates to the 
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Realtor to Grosse Pointe and
surrounding areas since 1991

Kelly Martin-Marshall
Office: (313) 884-0600
Cell: (313) 300-9621
kmartinrah@aol.com
kmarshall.realestateone.com

One Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI
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From sunrise to sunset,
there’s no challenge

too great for 
Kelly Martin-Marshall

I take the time to guide you through 
the process from beginning to end.

AHEE.COM   |    313 .886 .4600

A W A R D - W I N N I N G  A R T I S T R Y

S U P E R I O R  S E L E C T I O N

E X C E P T I O N A L  E X P E R I E N C E
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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com

$1,9951,995 Down$$1,9951,995**

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

2025 Encore GX2025 Encore GX
PreferredPreferred

per month,
24 months

$179 179 *$$179 179 **

*24 month lease.10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, plate. See Salesperson for details. Expires 4/30/25.

Purchase for $26,619
Stock #B552278

MONDAY, MAY 5

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public School System Facilities 
Committee meeting, 5:30 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public School System Policy 
Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m.

 ◆ City of Grosse Pointe City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Committee-of-the-Whole 

meeting, 7:15 p.m.

TUESDAY, MAY 6

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Joint Finance and City 
Council meeting, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 7

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park Beautifi cation Commission 
meeting, 7 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods rescheduled Community 
Tree Commission meeting, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, MAY 8

 ◆ City of Grosse Pointe Beautifi cation Commission 
meeting, 6 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Historical Commission meet-
ing, 7:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, MAY 9

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Beautifi cation Advisory 
Commission Flower Sale, 10:45 a.m. to 5 p.m.

SATURDAY, MAY 10

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Beautifi cation Advisory 
Commission Flower Sale, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

 ◆ Shred Day at Osius Park, 9 to 11:30 a.m.

The Week Ahead

Gentile, who considers 
himself a proactive offi -
cer, also recently became 
a field training officer, 
responsible for teaching 
the ropes to new recruits. 

“In addition to his out-
standing body of work in 
2024, Jake works hard 
every shift and always 
keeps an infectious posi-

tive attitude, which is 
nice to be around,” 
Public Safety Director 
John Alcorn said. “He’s a 
team player. He watches 
out for his partners and 
always has an eye on 
offi cer safety. He’s good 
at both ends of the job — 
police and fire — and 
we’re truly lucky to have 
him. He’s well deserving 
of being named offi cer of 
the year for 2024.”

GENTILE:
Continued from page 1A

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Chase bank building contracted for personal office

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

The old Chase Bank building at 17449 Jefferson has been vacant since 
December 2021.

See BANK, page 4A

Woods Spring Fest Saturday
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Call or Text: Johnny Harrison
313-550-3585

✔ Spring Cleanup
✔ Lawn Service
✔ Aeration
✔ Mulch & More!

SERVING GROSSE POINTE
 AND THE SURROUNDING AREAS
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Your Comfort Is Our GoalYour Comfort Is Our Goal
•• HeatingHeating •• CoolingCooling •• Humidifi ers Humidifi ers 

•• Air CleanersAir Cleaners •• Rheem Air ConditionersRheem Air Conditioners

586-293-6883
PriebeMechanical.comPriebeMechanical.com

Heating & CoolingHeating & Cooling

CALL TODAY 
FOR FREE

QUOTE

Offering GeneratorsOffering Generators

050125

USPS 230-400

PUBLISHED EVERY
THURSDAY BY

WEEKLY BUGLE, LLC

16980 KERCHEVAL AVE.
GROSSE POINTE, MI 48230

PHONE: (313) 882-6900

PERIODICAL POSTAGE PAID at Detroit, 
Michigan and additional mailing offi ces.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: $49.50 per year 
via mail in the Metro area, $70 outside.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Grosse Pointe News, 16980 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe, MI 48230.

The deadline for news copy is 3 p.m. 
Monday.

Advertising proof deadline is 5:00 p.m. 
Friday.

CORRECTIONS AND ADJUSTMENTS:
Responsibility for display and classifi ed 
advertising errors is limited to either 
cancellation of the charge for or a 
rerun of the portion in error. Notifi cation 
must be given in time for correction 
in the following issue. We assume no 
responsibility of the same after the fi rst 
insertion.

THE GROSSE POINTE NEWS reserves 
the right not to accept an advertiser’s 
order. Grosse Pointe News advertising 
representatives have no authority to 
bind this newspaper. Only publication of 
an advertisement shall constitute fi nal 
acceptance of the advertiser’s order.

586-489-3884
Schedule today!

www.McCarverMech.com
Visit our website

FOR A LIMITED TIME GET A

$75 A/C
TUNE-UP
REBATE!

WHEN BOOKING YOUR A/C MAINTENANCE WITH
MCCARVER MECHANICAL HEATING AND COOLING!

HOMEOWNERS MUST COOL THEIR
HOME THROUGH DTE & HAVE NOT
RECEIVED A REBATE IN 2024

AS A TRADE ALLY, WE CAN
TAKE CARE OF THIS TUNE-UP
FOR YOU ON BEHALF OF DTE!

FOR A LIMITED TIME GET A

586-489-3884
Schedule today!

www.McCarverMech.com
Visit our website

MCCARVER MECCHHANICAALL HEATING AANNDD CCOOOOLING!

HOMEOWNERS MUST COOL THEIR
HOME THROUGH DTE & HAVE NOT
RECEIVED A REBATE IN 2024

AS A TRADE ALLYLL , WE CAN
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FOR YOU ON BEHALF OF DTE!
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For someone who never 
took a marketing class in 
college, Ted Coutilish has 
experienced a great deal 
of success in the fi eld. 

That includes leader-
ship positions in market-
ing communications at 
the  Univers i ty  of 
Michigan,  Eastern 
Michigan University and 
Oakland University, 
among others, with a few 
awards along the way. 
One such honor was being 
named Communicator of 
the Year in 2012 by the 
Detroit Chapter of the 
International Association 
o f  B u s i n e s s 
Communicators, which 
involved his development 

at Eastern Michigan of the 
“TRUEMU” branding 
campaign, the longest 
such campaign currently 
in use among Michigan 
universities.

He also was named an 
outstanding alumnus of 
Grosse Pointe North High 
School.

“I’ve worked with some 
amazing teams over the 
years,” he said. “It’s nice 
when you have an interac-
tion and there’s a glimmer 
of an idea. You plant the 
seed, water it and it 
becomes something 
great.”

Growing up in Grosse 
Pointe Woods, Coutilish 
wanted to be a sports 
writer. He credits Richard 
Amberg, his school news-
paper advisor, for helping 

develop his love of writ-
ing.

“He’s the one who 
taught me how to use 
strong verbs and write 
compelling ledes,” he 
said.

After earning a bache-
lor’s degree in journalism 
from Wayne State 
University, Coutilish did 
spend some time as a 
sports writer, but decided 
on a different path.

“A lot of small papers 
were closing and we had 
the JOA (joint operating 
agreement) between The 
Detroit News and Detroit 
Free Press,” he said. “I 
realized I could use the 
skills I learned from jour-
nalism in marketing com-
munications.”

He returned to school, 
earning a master’s degree 
in liberal studies with a 
concentration in commu-
nications from University 
of Detroit-Mercy. 

“Although I never took 
a marketing class, I’ve 
taught them,” Coutilish 
said. “It takes a lot of 
preparation, but the unin-
tended consequence is 
that the students chal-
lenge you. It made me 
become a better profes-
sional.”

He met his wife, Mary 
Beth Langan, while at 
UDM, where she works in 
the registrar’s offi ce as co-
director of transfer credit 
and degree audit. They 
married in 1996 and have 
a son, Andrew, 24. 
Andrew was born with 
Fragile X Syndrome, a 
genetic condition affect-
ing the X chromosome 
and the most common 
cause of autism and intel-
lectual disabilities in the 
world.

“Of all my roles — hus-

band, brother, son, 
employee — my favorite is 
father,” Coutilish said. 
“He is my world. He’s 
taught me patience, 
because I was not very 
patient growing up. When 
you have a child with spe-
cial needs, that’s fused 
into the relationship. 
There are challenges all 
the time, so there’s no 
sense getting upset.”

After living 19 years in 
the City of Grosse Pointe, 
the family moved to 
Grosse Pointe Shores in 
2019.

“The house next door to 
my sister-in-law was for 
sale and she wanted my 
mother-in-law, who was 
living alone in Detroit, to 
be closer,” Coutilish said. 
“My brother-in-law and 
nephew also are there. 
Even though my mother-
in-law passed away not 
long after we moved in, 
it’s been a wonderful sup-
port system.”

Being within walking 
distance to the Shores city 
hall means getting to 
indulge in one of Andrew’s 
favorite pastimes — riding 
elevators and escalators.

“Hours and hours,” 
Cout i l i sh  laughed. 
“Sometimes we’ll even go 
out to the Somerset 
Collection or the RenCen. 
That’s the big time.”

Because of his market-
ing expertise, Coutilish 
often is asked to apply 
that to volunteer efforts.

“I try to limit that 
because I don’t want to 
shortchange my family or 
my employer,” he said.

Shortly after moving to 
the Shores, he was asked 
to get involved with the 
city’s communications 
committee, which he now 
chairs. Results over three 
surveys since then have 
shown a marked improve-
ment in satisfaction 
among residents in the 

city’s communications 
efforts.

In the most recent sur-
vey, late last year, 89 per-
cent of respondents said 
they felt “informed,” “very 
informed” or “extremely 
informed” about city 
information. That’s up 
from 48 percent in 2020.

“His leadership in com-
munications has been out-
standing,” Shores City 
Manager Steve Poloni 
said. “He’s done a fantas-
tic job. From where it was 
to where it is now is night 
and day.”

He’s also on the board 
of directors of the FRAXA 
Research Foundation, a 
member of the develop-
ment committee for the 
Autism Alliance of 
Michigan and social 
m e d i a  c h a i r  f o r 
Assumpt ion Greek 
Orthodox Church’s 
annual festival.

Katie Clapp, president 
and co-founder of the 
F R A X A  R e s e a r c h 
Foundation, said Coutilish 
is the defi nition of a team 
player.

“All of us on the board 

are parents of children 
with Fragile X, so his 
heart is really in it,” she 
said. “He works on every-
thing, but communica-
tions is his main focus. 
He’ll write articles when 
we fund research and 
make the science acces-
sible to the reader. He 
brings the researchers 
alive as to what motivates 
them.”

Coutilish said Andrew 
also has taught him to be 
open to new opportuni-
ties. To that end, he 
recently started a new 
role as vice president of 
communications at 
Yellow Flag Productions, 
a branding, marketing 
and production company 
focused on college and 
high school athletics.

“This is a good strategic 
leadership opportunity,” 
he said. “My commitment 
to enhancing communica-
tions processes, refi ning 
strategies and introducing 
marketing fi rsts parallels 
Yellow Flag’s ambition for 
growth and innovation in 
the communications 
fi eld.”

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

The great communicator

COURTESY PHOTOS

Ted Coutilish and son, Andrew, rooting for the 
Detroit Lions.

Ted Coutilish and Mary Beth Langan with their son, 
Andrew, taking in one of Andrew’s favorite hobbies 
riding an escalator.

exterior. 
“It needs attention,” 

Vasilos said. “Everything 
has been neglected for a 
long time. He’s not going 
to change the overall 
appearance of the build-
ing, but he is going to be 
making changes, getting 
it back to its prime.” 

The two-story, white 
bui ld ing at  17449 
Jefferson has a rich his-
tory, which has been 
charted in part by the 
Grosse Pointe Historical 
Society. Throughout the 
years, it’s served Grosse 
Pointers as doctors’ 
offices, a hardware 
s t o r e ,  S c h e t t l e r ’ s 

Drugstore from 1918 to 
1947, a barber shop, a 
beauty shop, Board of 
Health offices and a 
string of banks: Grosse 
Pointe Savings Bank, 
Grosse Pointe Bank, 
National Bank of Detroit 
and, fi nally, Chase Bank. 

“This site was dis-
cussed at length as part 
of the master plan pro-
cess,” Jackson said, 
“and the feedback that 
we got during that pro-
cess is that this is one of 
those unique physical 
characteristics in the 
city — an old traditional 
commercial building on 
a corner site in the city 
that has been part of the 
fabric of the city for 
decades. 

“… There was a lot of 

discussion about how 
the city can be creative 
in terms of preserving 
that building, but in a 
way that didn’t adversely 
impact the surrounding 
residential area.” 

Catallo, who has sig-
nificant experience in 
repurposing historic 
buildings into eateries, 
spoke in support of the 
new ownership and 
handing over the reins. 

“We love the building 
so much,” he said. 
“We’re just glad it’s 
going to a good home. 
We see it every day and 
we think the world of 
the building. It deserves 
to be preserved.”

BANK:
Continued from page 3A
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Educating Patients: 
The Pivotal Role Nurses Play

By Sheri L. Testani, RN

Nurses play a pivotal role in educating patients about 
their diagnoses, treatments and medications. We 

serve as the primary point of contact for patients, often 
spending more time with them than any other healthcare 
professional. This unique position allows nurses to 
provide clear and concise information tailored to the 
patient’s level of understanding. We utilize teach-back 

methods to ensure comprehension, which involves asking patients to repeat 
information in their own words to confirm understanding. 
 Nurses explain medical terms, the purpose of medications, potential side 
effects and lifestyle modifications necessary for managing health conditions. 
For example, if a patient is diagnosed with diabetes, the nurse will educate 
them about blood sugar monitoring, dietary changes and the importance of 
regular exercise. This education is crucial in helping patients take charge of 
their health and make informed choices about their treatment options. 
 Additionally, nurses employ various teaching methods, including 
brochures, videos and one-on-one discussions to accommodate different 
learning styles. Visual aids can be particularly helpful for patients who may 
struggle with reading or understanding complex medical terminology. 
By leveraging these diverse educational tools, nurses can enhance patient 
understanding and retention of critical health information. 
 To enhance your involvement in healthcare, patients can take several 
proactive steps: 
 1. Ask Questions: Patients should feel empowered to ask their healthcare 
providers about their diagnoses, treatment options and any concerns they 
might have. Having support of family is also beneficial during these dialogues 
in most cases. Asking questions not only clarifies understanding but also 
fosters a collaborative relationship with healthcare providers. 
 2. Take Notes: Writing down key information during appointments can 
help patients remember important details about their health. This practice 
can also serve as a reference for future discussions with healthcare providers. 
 3. Use Available Resources: Patients should utilize educational materials 
provided by their healthcare team and seek reputable online resources for 
further information. Corewell Health provides an after-visit summary (AVS) 
that often includes patient education resources that are available to help 
reinforce what was discussed during your hospital visit. 
 4. Engage in Follow-Up: Actively participating in follow-up appointments 
and communicating changes in health status is essential for ongoing care. 
Patients should keep their healthcare teams informed about any new 
symptoms or concerns that arise.

Sheri L. Testani, RN is Chief Nursing Officer at Corewell Health Beaumont Grosse 
Pointe Hospital and a board-certified nurse executive.
 Corewell Health Beaumont Grosse Pointe Hospital is a Magnet designated hospital, 
which is the highest honor for nursing excellence awarded by the American Nurses 
Credentialing Center. This prestigious designation reflects the hospital’s dedication to 
providing exceptional nursing care, which includes prioritizing patient education. 
 Corewell Health Beaumont Grosse Pointe Hospital is located at 468 Cadieux Road in 
Grosse Pointe. For patient relations, call 313-473-6816.
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FREE!FREE!
Monitored

Smoke Detector
with purchase of

security alarm and
monitoring services.

w w w. P o i n t e A l a r m . c o m

Springfield is a combination of
155 acres of fields, woods, water,

and a building designed to house
animals in such a way that they enjoy
and appreciate the fresh air and
outdoors. There are three types of 
kennels available for your pets.
We have:

• Outdoor Area
• Indoor/Outdoor Heated Area
• Climate Controlled Indoor Area

Check out our website for further details.

               THE RESORT

COUNTRY WALKS • BOARDING • GROOMING • TRAINING • SHOW DOGS

Pickup & delivery 
“Shuttle Service” to 
the Grosse Pointes

5200 Beard Road
North Street, MI 48049

springfieldpetresort.com
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Grosse Pointe Farms

Rainy day
A 24-year-old Detroit 

woman was reported for 
being unconscious in the 
driver’s seat of a vehicle 
that had its windows 
down in the rain and was 
parked in a lot in the 
18000 block of Mack at 
8:43 a.m. Monday, April 
21.

As offi cers spoke with 
her, it became apparent 
she was waking from a 
deep sleep rather than 
under the influence of 
drugs or alcohol. 

The woman received 
citations for driving with 
a suspended license, no 
vehicle insurance and 
driving an unregistered 
motor vehicle. 

Extradition 
warrant

After being pulled over 
at Mack and Moross for a 
non-functioning brake 
light and badly cracked 
front windshield at 4:04 
p.m. Tuesday, April 22, a 
21-year-old Detroit man 
was found to have an 
extradition arrest war-
rant out of Kentucky for 
trafficking controlled 
substances.

Porch pirate
A package containing 

three pairs of children’s 
shoes was stolen from a 
porch in the 400 block of 

Moran at 2:25 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 22.

Double whammy
After driving through a 

red light at Mack and 
Kerby at 8:29 p.m. 
Saturday, April 26, a 
30-year-old Warren 
woman was found to 
have her 6-year-old son 
in the backseat without a 
car seat.

She was cited for never 
acquiring a license, viola-
tion of the child restraint 
law and disobeying a 
traffi c signal. 

Good try
Only loose change was 

stolen from a vehicle 
parked in the 400 block 
of McKinley overnight 
into Sunday, April 27.

The owner believed he 
locked the vehicle with 
his key fob, but the bat-
tery had died so it was 
unsuccessful.

Halfway there
A store employee in the 

18000 block of Mack 
managed to stop a 
woman from stealing a 
$63 bottle of alcohol at 
7:44 p.m. Sunday, April 
27, by grabbing the bag 

that contained it as it was 
carried out of the store.

It wasn’t discovered 
until later that the thief 
successfully got away 
with another $119 bottle.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

City of Grosse Pointe

Thief attire
Three men wearing 

hoodies and backpacks 
were seen rummaging 
through an unlocked vehi-
cle in the 800 block of 
Fisher at 2 a.m. Thursday, 
April 17.

Nothing appeared to be 
taken.

Bike stolen
An unlocked 21-speed 

mountain bike was stolen 
from in front of a business 
in the 17000 block of 
Mack around 3:15 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 23, 
while the owner was 
inside working.

Loan fraud
A Grosse Pointer’s 

address was used to 
fraudulently apply for two 
loans Wednesday, April 
23. Both were denied.

Prowler
A 19-year-old Detroit 

man was seen by several 
homeowners going 
through their yards on 
Notre Dame and Rivard at 
7:45 p.m. Friday, April 25.

After a brief foot chase 
with Farms officers, he 
was arrested for trespass-
ing and then turned over 
to the Farms on charges 
of resisting and obstruct-
ing offi cers.

Wheel locks
Wheel locks worth $300 

were stolen from inside 
an unlocked vehicle in the 
1000 block of Lincoln 
overnight into Sunday, 
April 27.

Privileges 
revoked

A 67-year-old Detroit 
man was arrested for tres-
passing inside a business 
in the 16000 block of 
Kercheval, from which he 
previously was banned for 
stealing.

He then was turned 
over to the Macomb 

County Sheriff’s Offi ce on 
a warrant for narcotics 
possession. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Park

Stolen vehicle
Broken glass was all 

that remained of a 2020 
Jeep Cherokee stolen 
overnight Tuesday, April 
22, while parked with its 
doors locked in a church 
lot on Maryland between 
Charlevoix and Mack 
Avenue.

Bike taken
A sign of spring 

appears in the police 
blotter in the form of a 
bike theft occurring 
between 8 a.m. and 2:25 
p.m. Tuesday, April 22, 
on the campus of Pierce 
Middle School.

Taken was a red Giant 
Boulder mountain bike 
valued at $600, left 
unlocked at a bike rack.

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about these and other 

crimes to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public Safety 
Department, (313) 822-
7400.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Nothing to report per 
dispatch.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about crime to Grosse 
Pointe Woods Public 
Safety, (313) 343-2400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Be aware
A Grosse Pointe Woods 

woman and a motorcycle 
rider were taken to Henry 
Ford St. John Hospital 
after colliding around 
7:30 p.m. Thursday, April 
24, on Lakeshore.

The woman was 
attempting to turn north 
on Lakeshore from 
Crestwood. She went to 
change from the interior 
lane to the exterior one 
and hit the motorcycle, 
which was in her blind 
spot.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about crime to Grosse 
Pointe Shores Public 
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— “Dive in” movies might 
be on the bill this summer 
at Windmill Pointe Park.

An outdoor movie 
screen would be posi-
tioned poolside for view-
ing by people in the 
water.

“We could allow infl at-
able tubes that night for 
them to fl oat around in the 
pool and watch the 
movie,” said Chad Craig, 
director of parks and rec-
reation.

Roger Basse, a member 

of the recreation commis-
sion, suggested schedul-
ing “Jaws” or “Sharknado.”

“It would be nice to 
offer two or three events 
this summer as long as 

staffing allows for it,” 
Craig said.

Youth pickleball
T h e  L a k e s h o r e 

Optimist Club of Grosse 
Pointe provides a free 
pickleball clinic for youth 
ages 8 to 16, 11 a.m. to 1 

p.m. Saturday, May 3, at 
Patterson Park.

Bad weather shifts 
activities to the Golden 
Gymnasium at Windmill 
Pointe Park.

“This is their second 
time doing this for us,” 
Craig said. “They were 

great the last time we ran 
it. We’ll provide lunch 
and instruction for the 
kids. They won’t have to 
pay anything.”

Pickleball is a popular 
sport for residents of all 
ages.

“We added a third ses-

sion of pickleball this 
spring,” Craig said 
recently. “All three ses-
sions sold out.”

Gazebo
Repairs are being 

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

‘Dive in’ and tidbits

See PARK, page 8A
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GROSSE POINTE 7-DAY
WEATHER FORECAST

710

530

Rain

 70%
SUNRISE 
6:23 am
SUNSET
8:34 pm

630

410

Rain
Showers

 50%
SUNRISE 
6:22 am
SUNSET
8:35 pm

610

420

Mostly
Clear

 0%
SUNRISE 
6:21 am
SUNSET
8:36 pm

680

500

Mostly
Clear

 0%
SUNRISE 
6:20 am
SUNSET
8:37 pm

730

470

Mostly
Clear

 0%
SUNRISE 
6:19 am
SUNSET
8:38 pm

710

510

Cloudy

 10%
SUNRISE 
6:18 am
SUNSET
8:39 pm

720

470

Mostly
Clear

 10%
SUNRISE 
6:17 am
SUNSET
8:40 pm

THU  FRI  SAT SUN  MON  TUE  WED

May 1 – 7

Weather data courtesy of Channel 4, WDIV Detroit • ClickOnDetroit.com

Many thanks
To the Editor:

Our community came together to raise 
awareness and show support for those 
who have lost someone to suicide and to 
learn about mental health resources in our 
area at the ninth annual Suicide Prevention 
Walk & Mental Health Fair on April 26, at 
Grosse Pointe North High School.   

Thank you to the staff and students from 
Grosse Pointe North’s Peer 2 Peer Club, 
Grosse Pointe South’s Wellness Club, 
Harper Woods High School and Pierce 
Middle School, and to the Grosse Pointe 
Public School System, Kevin’s Song and 
the 23 mental health professionals and 
organizations who participated in the fair. 
For more information on local support, 
visit familycenterhelps.org and kevins
song.org.

If you or someone you know needs help, 
the 988 (call or text) Suicide & Crisis 
Lifeline provides free and confidential 
emotional support to people in suicidal cri-
sis or emotional distress. 

MARYJO HARRIS
Director of Programs & Administration

The Family Center

Thank you to 
the chalk artist
To the Editor:

I am a senior citizen who enjoys daily 
walks around my neighborhood. Early on 
Monday, I left on my usual route. I headed 
toward North High School, east on 
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E
veryone is aware of the dangers of dis-
tracted driving. It can come in many 
forms, from shaving to applying makeup 
to hollering at kids in the backseat. 

Of course, the most well-known form 
is cell phone use: texting, dialing, talk-

ing, etc. Unfortunately there are still selfi sh people 
who insist on using their phones behind the wheel — 
putting us and them in danger — despite the penalties 
involved.

But what about distracted learning? Two bills cur-
rently under consideration in the Michigan Legislature 
are attempting to tackle that issue.

The fi rst, in the House, would prohibit students in 
kindergarten through fi fth grade from having cell 
phones on school grounds and ban students in sixth 
through eighth grade from using cell phones during 
instructional time, lunch and recess. High school stu-
dents would be prohibited from using their phones 
during instructional time.

A less restrictive bill has been introduced in the 
Senate that would require school districts to develop 
their own policies “that seek to limit student cell 
phone use during school hours.”

The House bill was introduced by Rep. Mark Tisdell, 
R-Rochester Hills. The Senate bill was introduced by 
Sen. Dayna Polehanki, D-Taylor. Both are in response 
to Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s February State of the 
State address, where she called for “bipartisan legis-
lation to limit the use of phones in class.”

“We’ve seen encouraging data about how common-
sense restrictions on phone use during class led to 
more learning and less bullying,” she said at the time. 
“Kids listen, raise their hands and make more friends.”

But there is an R and a D involved, so naturally the 
fi rst inclination is to criticize each other’s proposal.

Sen. Erika Geiss, D-Taylor, the majority vice chair-
woman of the Senate Education Committee, said 
Tisdell’s bill would limit the ability for students to con-
tact their parents during an emergency, such as a 
school shooting. She told The Detroit News she once 
received a text  from one of her children during a 
school lockdown that said, “If I don’t make it, I love 
you and dad.”

Tisell, however, told The Detroit News it would be 
disruptive for hundreds of parents to fl ood a school 
and interfere with the efforts of fi rst responders in the 
event of an actual emergency, nor would he want stu-
dents distracted by their phones in an emergency.

“They have to be focused on the trained adults at 
the head of the room,” he said.

First off, conventional school districts, public char-
ter schools and private schools already have the abil-
ity to craft their own policies on the matter, so we are 
not really sure what the Democratic bill accomplishes. 
On the other hand, we have reservations about the 
Republican measure as it relates to local control. 
Voters elect school board members for their own rea-
sons, chief among them to set policy.

And the Grosse Pointe Public School System 
already does have a policy addressing the issue.

Policy 4.21 states: “Except as authorized by a 
teacher, administrator or IEP team, by regulations 
issued by the superintendent, or pursuant to the dis-
trict’s Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) initiative, stu-
dents are prohibited from using personal 
communication devices during instructional time, 
including while off-campus on a fi eld trip, to capture, 
record and/or transmit words or sounds (i.e., audio) 
and/or images (i.e., pictures/video) of any student, 
staff member or other person. Students may utilize 
personal communication devices before and after 

Distracted 
learning?

instructional time, during the student’s sched-
uled lunch time or as directed by a teacher or 
other staff member for educational purposes. 
Students may possess personal communica-
tion devices on their person during times when 
their use is not permitted, but the devices must 
be stored out of sight during such times.”

According to our reader poll (right), only 13 
percent of you agree with the current policy. A 
plurality of our readers, 35 percent, favor an 
outright ban. Another 29 percent say they 
should only be used in an emergency, while 23 
percent of you want students to always have 
access to their cell phones.

In this day and age of school violence, it is 
understandable why parents would want to 
maintain immediate access to their students. 
Plus, with everyone so accustomed to instant 
communication, parents may just want to 
remind their student of something as simple as 
an upcoming appointment or wish them good 
luck on that third period math test.

As for local control, Anchor Bay School 
District is implementing a new policy for the 
2025-26 school year called “away for the day.” 
Students will not be able to use cell phones, or 
any electronic device — such as smartwatches 
or laptops — at all, including during nonin-
structional time.

The district in a social media post said the 
policy will improve academic performance by 
removing distractions and it will enhance 
social skills, reduce cyberbullying and limit 
classroom disruptions.

A new book by psychologist Jonathan Haidt 
has been getting a lot of attention regarding the 
effects of smartphones on youth. “The Anxious 
Generation” posits that such devices are caus-
ing a “rewiring of childhood” and causing an 
“epidemic of mental illness.”

Haidt suggests children should not be given 
smartphones before reaching high school, not 
be allowed on social media until age 16 and not 
have phones in schools.

Parents instead should prioritize what he 
calls “real-world play” and teach indepen-
dence.

Haidt has called smartphones “experience 
blockers” and that they consume any spare 
time a youngster has, leading to a loss of child-
hood.

Mental health professionals have long been 
urging people to take breaks from online activ-
ities to unwind and de-stress. You probably 
have heard the term “doomscrolling,” meaning 
excessive amounts of time spent on content 
that is overwhelmingly negative and can lead 
to anxiety, stress and even depression.

It reminds us of the cartoon with a wife ask-
ing her husband when he will come to bed as 
he sits at a computer. “Someone is wrong on 
the internet!” he replies.

The counter term would be “go touch grass,” 
meaning put the phone down and get outside. 
It may have started as a dismissive way to 

insult someone’s opinion, but it also is good 
advice.

So with warmer weather upon us and our 
wonderful parks, we suggest everyone get out 
and touch some green, or a paddleball court, 
or pool water, or … you get the picture.

Following a recent fire, 
which destroyed the 
hoop house at Detroit 
Abloom, Grosse Pointe 
Garden Center Co-
Presidents Sandra 
Fischer and Marsha 
Goan presented Detroit 
Abloom owners Tom 
and Nancy Milan, a 
check for $1,000 to help 
rebuild the structure. 
Originally developed for 
vegetable farming, hoop 
houses are used to pro-
tect crops like tomatoes 
and cucumbers in the 
summer and extend the 
season into the fall.

COURTESY PHOTO

OUR VIEW

Pure GP

Thoughts on 
cell phones 
in school?

POINTER 
POLL

Poll taken via GPN Facebook and Instagram. Follow us to see upcoming polls. 
We want to hear from you!

only
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23%
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See LETTERS, page 7A
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Vernier and south on 
Lakeshore. There are 
gorgeous spring blooms 
and lake views to enjoy 
along the way. 

Much to my surprise, 
there appeared affi rma-
tions on the sidewalk. A 
chalk sidewalk artist 
had written many slo-
gans along the route. 
WOW! What a lovely 

start to the week. (On 
Tuesday) I repeated the 
same pathway with pen-
cil and paper in hand, as 
I’m sure the rain later 
today will erase most of 
the messages. I tried to 
take a few photos, but 
most were getting faint. 
Here are a few of the 22 
I saw: “Trust you can 
and you will.” “You’re 
unstoppable.” “Enjoy 
the small things in life.” 
“Your story matters.” 
“You’re capable.” “Stay 

p o s i t i v e . ”  “ Y o u ’ r e 
loved.” “You got this.” 
“You’re perfect the way 
you are.” “It’s okay to 
ask for help.” “Thank 
you.” “Be there for you.” 
“The sun will shine 
again.”

Thank you so much to 
the younger soul who 
can easily get down to 
the sidewalk to etch his 
or her sayings for all to 
enjoy!

BARBARA BURNHAM
Grosse Pointe Shores

LETTERS:
Continued from page 6A

M
y best 
b u d d y 
— tech-
n i c a l l y 
k n o w n 
as my 

nephew, Theodore — 
turned 3 years old over 
the weekend and the 
things that come out his 
mouth these days are the 
greatest source of enter-
tainment for our family. 

Easter Sunday after-
noon, my sister was qui-
etly putting the little man 
down for his daily nap 
when he turned to her, 
peered up through the 
dark and said, “Pontius 
Pilate.” 

No context. Nothing 
further to say. 

Later in the day, when 
he heard her recounting 
his mic-drop moment, he 
— unprompted — 
launched into a retelling 
of the Easter story 
through the eyes of a 
child. 

It was as accurate as it 
was adorable.

Highlights include 
when Jesus, having been 
laid to rest in the tomb, 
“woke up and got out of 

his bed.” Later, according 
to Theodore, “he played 
with his friends.”

Even the Gospel 
authors had their own 
ways of relaying Jesus’ 
resurrection to the world.

Luke’s message serves 
to share the truths of 
Jesus which exemplify 
how entirely human He 
was, while John’s testi-
mony focuses on how He 
also was entirely God. 

John’s Gospel also 
includes some additional 
details not revealed by 
the other three, which lay 
the groundwork for some 
pretty hilarious Christian 
jokes — not intended to 
take away from the holi-
ness of the resurrection, 
on which the entire 
Christian faith rests. 

Namely, the running 
gag that John the Apostle 
kept calling out Simon 
Peter.  

It’s most apparent 
when Judas betrays Jesus 
and the chief priests and 
soldiers come to arrest 
Him in the garden at 
Gethsemane. 

The other three Gospel 
writers note that “one of 
them” who was with 
Jesus, and in defense of 

Him, draws a sword and 
cuts off the ear of the 
high priest’s servant, 
which Jesus heals. 

Then along comes 
John’s account, in which 
he more or less writes, “It 
was Peter. Peter was the 
one who did it.” 

(Of course, I’m very 
much paraphrasing John 
18:10).

Because the Gospel of 
John is believed to have 
been the last to be writ-
ten, speculation exists 
that he chose to name 
Peter because the other 
apostle would have been 
dead by that time, mean-
ing no consequences 
could come against him 
for being cited as the one 
to attack the servant of 
the high priest. 

However, the same 
argument can’t exactly 
be applied to when John 
also made it a point to 
note that he was faster 
than Peter when they ran 
to Jesus’ empty tomb. 

“So they ran together: 
and the other disciple 
(John) did outrun Peter, 
and came fi rst to the sep-
ulchre,” John 20:4.  

The imagined rivalry is 
all in good jest, of course. 

Easter with a 
dash of humor

I  S AY  By Laurel Kraus

1950
75 years ago this week

POINTES FACE BIG 
DRAIN EXPENSE: As 
forecast in the NEWS sev-
eral weeks ago, the Park, 
the City of Grosse Pointe 
and the Farms are going 
to be faced with the neces-
sity of treating their storm 
water sewage overfl ow at 
Fox Creek. When Detroit 
abandoned its effort to 
compel the three Grosse 
Pointe communities to 
share with it the expense 
of by-passing this vent 
and carrying the storm 
water overfl ow down to 
Conner Creek, it was 
done with the understand-
ing imposed by the Water 
Resources Commission 
that it would provide sew-
age treatment facilities at 
the Conner Creek outlet 
to handle its own sewage 
from that part of Detroit 
which impinges on Grosse 
Pointe.

1975
50 years ago this week

MACK PARKING 
UNDER FIRE: The con-
troversial parking restric-
tion imposed early in 1969, 
on Mack Avenue between 
Harvard and Cadieux, 
again came under fi re at 
the Park Council meeting 
April 28. No action was 
taken because of a tie vote 
— one councilman was 

absent — and the matter 
was tabled until the next 
regular session. At a coun-
cil session April 14, the 
solons received a petition 
signed by the business 
people, including two new 
tenants, asking for the lift-
ing of the “No Parking — 3 
p.m. to 7 p.m.” ban which 
has been in effect for the 
past six years, because it is 
hurting their businesses.

2000
25 years ago this week

LOW LAKE LEVEL 
HAS SAILBOATERS 
WORRIED: If lake levels 
drop below six feet, no 
amount of dredging will 
help deep-draft sailboats, 
warn marina officials 
throughout the Pointes. 
“The lake’s water level is 
extremely low,” said City 
of Grosse Pointe manager 
Tom Kressbach. “Some of 
the deep-draft sailboats 
could have diffi culties as 
they approach the shore 
because their keels are six 
feet and there’s only fi ve 
feet of water.” 

SHORES RESIDENT 
NAMED VOLUNTEER 
OF THE MONTH: Betty 
Hayden of Grosse Pointe 
Shores was named 
Volunteer of the Month at 
St. John Hospital and 
Medical Center. Hayden 
has volunteered at the hos-
pital for 23 years, counting 
more than 4,000 hours of 
service. For the last 10 
years, she has also been 
legally blind.

2015
10 years ago this week

CITY HALL WILL BE 
MEETING PLACE: A 
councilman is taking 
Craigslist up on a deal to 
protect traders from fraud 
and attack. Robert Gessell, 
of the Grosse Pointe 
Shores City Council, rec-
ommended this month the 
public safety department 
allow web-based Craigslist 
transactions in the munic-
ipal parking lot or lobby of 
city hall. Both locations 
are under video surveil-
lance.

S U P E R  F I E L D 
NARROWED TO TWO: 
The Grosse Pointe Public 
School System Board of 
Education selected Gary 
Niehaus and Steven 
Matthews as the fi nalists 
for the position of superin-
tendent. The two candi-
dates faced day-long 
interviews with selected 
members of the commu-
nity, teachers, union rep-
resentatives and students, 
as well as fi nal interviews 
with the board of educa-
tion.

SCHOLARSHIP IN 
THE NAME OF ULS 
LEGEND: University 
Liggett School has created 
a scholarship to honor 
alumnus Bob Wood, who 
spent more than 50 years 
on Liggett’s campus as a 
student, teacher, coach 
and athletic director. 
Established by his son 
Doug and daughter-in-law 
Beth, the Robert G. Wood 
Endowed Scholarship rec-
ognizes Wood’s many ath-
letic achievements.

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES
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GET YOUR BEST
VACUUM VALUE AT 
BANK’S VACUUM
SUPERSTORES!

Better Service • Better Selection
Better Prices • Better Everything!

• All Brands! • All Budgets

10 Locations Including
GROSSE POINTE WOODS

20497 Mack Ave. between 7 & 8 Mile

313.881.0700
Buy Online! banksvac.com

Monday - Friday
10:00 - 6:00

Saturday 10:00 - 5:00

BANKS FREE & FAMOUS TUNE-UPS, REPAIRS,
AND SERVICE BENEFITS AFTER THE SALE!!

• REAL VACUUM EXPERTS  
• WE EXPLAIN EVERYTHING
• PRICE MATCH ON THE SPOT
• TRY BEFORE YOU BUY
• FREE ASSEMBLY
• FREE SMILES, MANNERS &
        COMMON COURTESY

WHY BUY AT BANKS?

050125

FAST
REPAIRS

SINCE 1956

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

SYNOPSIS: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
APRIL 21, 2025

The regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 7:00 P.M.
ROLL CALL:All Councilpersons were present

MOTIONS PASSED

meeting held on March 3, 2025.

RESOLUTIONS PASSED

3) to adopt the attached policy to Provide Accommodations to Disabled Persons at City Council 

the Mayor and the acting City Manager to sign the contract.

_________________________ _________________________
Valerie Kindle, Mayor Leslie M. Frank, 

Published: GPN, May 1, 2025

scheduled to the gazebo 
at Patterson Park.

Removal of vines from 
the structure’s roof 
revealed rotted lattice-
work.

“The lattice structure 
will be coming down 
soon,” Craig said. “I 
don’t have a date locked 
in yet. We also will be 
replacing that. Once the 
parks and recreation 
master plan is in place, 
we will dive into the 
gazebo more.”

Concessions
The concessionaire at 

Windmill is welcome to 
return for another sea-
son.

“We’re working on 
finalizing having him 

back this season,” Craig 
said.

The stand may open a 
couple of weeks prior to 
the Memorial Day week-
end.

“Probably a couple 
weeks early with limited 
hours,” Craig said. “That 
would allow his staff to 
get a feel for everything. 
After a complete season 
last year, they know 
what they’re in for this 
season. We had a nice 
run with them last year. I 
think they’ll do an even 
better job this year.”

KA6
Attendance at the 

Kercheval After 6 street 
fairs this summer is 
expected to be as much, 
if not more, than usual.

But they’ll be less 
crowded due to the ven-
ue’s expanded size.

“New for this year, we 
are extending the foot-
pr int  to  go from 
Nottingham down to 
Wayburn,” Craig said.

The street parties, 
scheduled 6 to 10 p.m. 
June 28, July 26 and Aug. 
23 — all Saturdays — 
will cover four blocks, 
not  three,  in  the 
Kercheval commercial 
zone.

“This will involve 
another block of busi-
nesses,” Craig said. “It’s 
nice to extend it to an 
area that doesn’t see 
many special events. It 
will be nice to see how it 
goes. If anything, it will 
space items out, give 
more room and not be as 
crowded. Plus, there’s 
some new businesses on 
that end of Kercheval 
that I think would gain 
from special events.”

PARK:
Continued from page 5A

Through its recent 
acquisition of Cadieux-
based Detroit Gas Burner, 
Eastside Heating and 
Cooling ensured a com-
pany with rich local his-
tory  wouldn ’ t  be 
swallowed by private 
equity groups with no 
connection to the com-
munity.  

“A lot of our local com-
petitors in the past fi ve 
years have been bought 
by out-of-state private 
equity groups,” said 
Andrew Casazza, partner 
with Eastside Heating 
and Cooling. “When the 
private equity groups 
bought them and merged 
a lot of them together, 
essentially prices went 
up, customer service and 
quality went down, and 
those guys who were sta-
ples in our community, 
the community approach 
to their business just was 
dead on arrival as soon as 

private equity took over.”
The genesis of Eastside 

Heating and Cooling was 
founder Dan Stubleski’s 
bid to retain residential 
mechanical companies 
rooted in personal rela-
tionships, craftsmanship 
and commitment to the 
community rather than 
corporate profi ts.  

When Detroit Gas 
Burner owner Rick Slavik 
announced intention to 
retire and sell the 86-year-
old business rooted in 
reliability, expertise and 
tradition, the acquisition 
became a natural pro-
gression based on shared 
company values. 

“It’s all about keeping 
the hyper-local, cus-
tomer-forward, good-
quality product company 
values that we’ve liked 
and we’ve seen go away 
in a lot of our local com-
petitors,” Casazza said.  

Somewhat of a local 
legend in the HVAC 
industry, Slavik pur-
chased Detroit Gas 

Burner in 1987 from its 
original owner and, since 
2003, ran a one-man 
operation banking more 
than 2,000 clients. 

“People really like Rick, 
so we have really big 
shoes to fi ll, because he’s 
been at the front of 
Detroit Gas Burner for 
the past 40 years,” 
Casazza noted. 

To honor and preserve 
its legacy, Detroit Gas 
Burner will retain its 
name and keep the spirit 
of personalized, high-
quality service alive, 
while offering customers 
the expanded capabilities 
and modern technology 
Eastside Heating and 
Cooling is able to pro-
vide. 

“Our goal isn’t to 
change what made 
Detroit Gas Burner 
great,” Stubleski said. 
“It’s to carry it forward. 
Together, we’re stronger, 
more responsive and bet-
ter equipped to serve the 
next generation of fami-

lies and businesses in 
Grosse Pointe and 
beyond.”

With Slavik remaining 
to help with the transi-
tion, customers should 
expect a seamless blend 

of nearly a century of tra-
dition with Eastside’s 
n e i g h b o r h o o d - f i r s t 
approach to heating and 
cooling.  

Of its 10 employees, 
seven are born and raised 

Grosse Pointers. 
“It’s about as local as 

you get,” Casazza said. 
Services may be found 

online at eastsidehvac.
com or by calling (313) 
980-8586.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Building on tradition 

COURTESY PHOTO

Detroit Gas Burner employees in the 1940s.

Eastside Heating & Cooling acquires Detroit Gas Burner

GROSSE POINTE WOODS — Although 
Pendy’s Grosse Pointe fi led for bankrupt-
cy in late March, owner Susan Pendy said 
that doesn’t mean the restaurant is clos-
ing.

“We’re in the process of reorganizing,” 
she said. “We’re also trying to get things 
straightened out with the banquet room.”

Oddly, a different landlord owns the 
part of the building where the banquet 
room and one-third of the kitchen is 
located compared to the landlord who 
owns the rest of the building.

“We can still do banquets in the main 
dining room,” Pendy noted.

On top of that, the building is for sale.
“We can’t come to an agreement on a 

lease,” she added. “Our hands are tied.”
According to the IRS, Chapter 11 

bankruptcy is designed to help busi-
nesses that are struggling fi nancially but 
have the potential to be viable again. It 
allows them to negotiate with creditors, 
propose a plan to repay debts and con-
tinue operating while working through 
the process. 

It differs from Chapter 7 bankruptcy, 
which includes liquidating assets to pay 
off as much debt as possible.

Pendy said the issue primarily is slow 
weeknights.

“We heard the community wanted a 
restaurant that was open Monday nights, 
but there’s no traffi c,” she said. “We do 
great Fridays and Saturdays, but it’s 

slow Monday through Thursday.”
To that end, the restaurant recently 

posted a new deal on social media that is 
good on those nights. The dinner for two 
for $65 comes with a choice of beer-bat-
tered cod, chicken St. Lucy, osso buco 
ravioli or broiled whitefi sh with a bottle 
of red or white Evolution wine.

“We have a varied menu that hits all 
price points,” Pendy said. “We’re not a 
destination place. You can have prime 
rib or just come in for a burger and a 
beer. And I think we have the best bar in 
town.”

Pendy and her late husband, David, 
opened the restaurant at 20930 Mack in 
June 2023. They owned The Hill Seafood 
and Chop House from 2000 to 2003, 
which was named metro Detroit restau-
rant of the year by the Detroit Free Press 
and Hour Magazine in 2001. The couple 
then spent two decades running country 
clubs in Michigan, Missouri and 
Maryland.

“We’ve been in the hospitality busi-
ness our entire careers,” David Pendy 
said in 2023. “We’re aiming to have a 
country club-like atmosphere because 
that’s what people are attracted to.”

Pendy’s is open 5 to 9 p.m. week-
nights, 5 to 10 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays, closed Sundays.

Visit thependys.com for more infor-
mation.

— Ted O’Neil

Pendy’s files for bankruptcy, will stay open
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Be Glamorous and Support 
GGrroossssee PPooiinnttee HHiissttoorryy!!

Friday, June 13, 2025 • 6:00 - 11:00 p.m.

arty in the home and on the grounds of an important 
mansion, beautifully-restored for contemporary living. Completed 
in 1932, the house has a history of important society figures, with 
ties to Hudson’s Department Stores and Motor Car Company, 
and the DSO. Support the Grosse Pointe Historical Society — an
important community asset! Sponsorship includes publicity and a
special reception.

• Restored historic mansion
• Open bars
• Creative cuisine from contemporary chefs
• Hudson autos on display

Learn more, buy tickets and sponsorships 
by scanning the QR code to the left or by 
visiting www.gphistorical.org.

Mr. and Mrs.
Paul D. Alandt

Molly and
Mark Valade

Ann and Jim
Nicholson

Kris and Ruth Pfaehler Mary and Tom Shafer

Photo: First Impression Photography

Photo: 405 Hospitality Group

050125

Visit www.warmemorial.org/memorialweek
or scan the QR code for event information 
and to purchase tickets.

Presented by Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Moulton Alger, lll

Wednesday, May 21, 2025
You’re invited to a party with a purpose!

Experience The War Memorial’s signature gala—an 
evening of food, fun, and meaningful celebration.

Your presence helps preserve this community gem 
for generations to come.

22
26
29

5

Calendar of Events
OUR COMMUNITY SALUTES
Thursday, May 22 | 6pm

MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY
Monday, May 26 | 10am

PUZZLE PALOOZA
Thursday, May 29 | 6pm

A LOW COUNTRY SHRIMP BOIL
Thursday, June 5 | 6:30pm

For more information visit warmemorial.org/events

May

May

May

June

050125

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — Four stu-
dents from Grosse Pointe 
North High School have 
been named recipients of 
the Evans Scholarship, a 
four-year full housing 
and tuition scholarship 
for golf caddies that’s re-
garded as the nation’s 
largest privately funded 
scholarship program.

T h e y  a r e  C h r i s 
O’Connell, Carter Cole, 
Caleb Kosel and Jack 
Ryan. Kosel, O’Connell 
and Ryan all caddie at 
Lochmor Club, while 
Cole does so at the 
Country Club of Detroit. 
All of them started in 
either eighth or ninth 
grade.

Ironically, none of 
them play golf.

“I took lessons in ele-
mentary school, but it 
didn’t take,” O’Connell 
laughed. “But being a 
caddie is great exercise 
and helps build social 
skills.”

Kosel agreed.
“It’s been an amazing 

experience and really 
helped me grow out of 
my shell post-COVID,” 
he said.

Cole said he knew 

nothing about the game 
when he started.

“I had to really cram 
during that first two-
week orientation,” he 
noted.

Ryan said he doesn’t 

have time for golf, due to 
extracurricular activi-
ties, but will go to the 
driving range on occa-
sion. He plays viola in 
the school orchestra and 
throws the discus and 

shot put for the track 
and fi eld team.

All four have other 
interests. O’Connell is 
part of the school’s 
Model U.N., Cole is part 
of the Gearheads robot-
ics team and Kosel is on 
the cross-country and 
track teams in addition 
to being in the National 
Honor Society.

Their university selec-
tions and intended 
majors are:

◆ O’Connell: Michigan 
State University, astro-
physics,

◆ Cole: Michigan State 
University, fi lm studies 
and psychology,

◆ Kosel: University of 
Michigan, business and

◆ Ryan: Michigan 
State University, statis-
tics.

They all agreed with 
what Cole said is the 
main role of caddies.

“You keep up, clean up 
and shut up,” he joked. 
“But over time you do 
develop a relationship 
with the golfers.”

O’Connell said he’s 

had interesting conver-
sations with golfers and 
Kosel said he received 
advice from some on 
how to get into the Ross 
School of Business at U 
of M.

“The golfers expect 
you to know the course,” 
Ryan said, “but once you 
prove yourself, you’re 
welcomed in.”

T h e  s c h o l a r s h i p 
awards are based on 
four selection criteria: 
experience as a caddy, 
academic excellence, 
fi nancial need and out-
standing character. The 
program, founded in 
1930, is overseen by the 
W e s t e r n  G o l f 
Association, headquar-
tered in Glenview, Ill.

According to the WGA, 
1,190 caddies currently 
are receiving the schol-
arship at 24 universities 
across the country. That 
includes 87 students at 
MSU and 58 at U of M. 

Around 360 Evans 
Scholars are named 
nationwide each year. 
North and Notre Dame 
Prep each had four win-
ners this year out of 36 
a w a r d e d  a c r o s s 
Michigan.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

North lands four Evans Scholars

PHOTO BY TED O’NEIL

From left, Grosse Pointe North High School seniors and golf caddies Chris 
O’Connell, Carter Cole, Caleb Kosel and Jack Ryan have been named Evans 
Scholars, earning four-year, full tuition and housing scholarships through the 
Western Golf Association.

The Grosse Pointe 
Foundation for Public 
Educat ion recent ly 
announced it will host its 
annual Spring Benefi t at 
6 p.m. Thursday, May 15, 
at The War Memorial, 32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. 

As the GPFPE’s largest 
fundra iser ,  Spr ing 
Benefi t proceeds support 
the organization’s mis-
sion of funding extraor-
dinary educat ional 
opportunities within the 

Grosse Pointe Public 
School System. Since 
2006, the GPFPE has 
donated close to $4.5 mil-
lion to GPPSS in grants 
that enhance learning 
and support students in 
and outside of the class-
room, thanks to the gen-
erosity of its donors. 

“The Spring Benefi t is 
not only an opportunity 
for the GPFPE to cele-
brate and support our 
students with our amaz-
ing donor community, 

but it is also one of the 
most critical pieces of 
our fundraising,” GPFPE 
President Cynthia Sohn 
said. “We are looking for-
ward to a beautiful eve-
ning at  The War 
Memorial and we are 
grateful to the sponsors 
and volunteers who are 
helping make this event 
possible.”

This year’s benefi t will 
include lakefront cock-
tails, a sit-down dinner 
and a live auction. 

Auction items include a 
one-of-a-kind oil paint-
ing, a private pickleball 
party, season tickets to 
the inaugural season of 
Grosse Pointe Theatre at 
the Schaap Center for the 
Performing Arts and a 
Batch comfort bicycle. 
There also will be a wine 
pull and a paddle raise. 

“The Spring Benefit 
committee has been hard 
at work to create a lovely 
and meaningful evening 
for our guests,” Spring 

Benefit Chairwoman 
Maria Quint said. “Over 
the years, this event has 
become a must-attend 
date on the spring social 
calendar and this year 
will be no exception. The 
War Memorial sets a 
beautiful stage for a 
memorable night with 
our wonderful commu-
nity of public school sup-
porters.”

The 2025 Spring 
Benefi t sponsors include: 

Platinum Sponsor: 

Beth and Joe Moran
G o l d  S p o n s o r s : 

E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Maintenance Engineers 
Inc.; Plante Moran 
Realpoint;  Gail  L. 
Warden; Wolverine 
Packing Co. 

Silver Sponsors: Dr. 
David S. Balle — Grosse 
Pointe Dermatology; 
PEA Group; Ford House; 
the Gough family; the 
Stover family; Testing 

GPFPE’s annual Spring Benefit is May 15

See SPRING, page 12A
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CAMPS FOR KIDS
313 LACROSSE

Give your kids an edge by having them learn from
Michigan’s longest enduring and most compre-
hensive Lacrosse organization. 

313 Lacrosse fosters a culture of excellence, 
sportsmanship and personal growth through the 
game of Lacrosse. Their mission is to provide a 
dynamic and supportive environment where ath-
letes can develop their skills, build lasting friend-
ships, and cultivate a passion for the sport. 

“We’ve carefully put together a team of expe-
rienced Lacrosse experts who do more than just 
teach – they’re like mentors, passionate about 
helping young people grow,” said Ken Brubaker, 
also known by the kids as “Coach B.”  

“For over 20 years, we’ve been turning dreams 
into reality. We don’t just set high standards; we 
create them. Our top-notch coaching and caring 
guidance lead to success that goes beyond just 
the game,” the coach said.

For your child’s Lacrosse opportunities this 
summer, contact 313lax.com.

ANIMAL SCIENCE SUMMER CAMP
GP Zoology is a private animal sanctuary with

a 1000 square foot clean learning space. Located 
at 21151 Mack Ave. in Grosse Pointe Woods,  
the micro zoo's mission is to  inspire education 
through nature. Kids learn about conservation and 
respect for all living creatures through the rescued 
animals who live here. From the rough red scales 
of “Eva" the Madagascar tree boa to the soft fur 
of “Oliver" the slow moving South American sloth. 

Get hands-on with larger than life reptiles from 
all over the world and cozy up to some tropical 
warm blooded critters for a fantastic story night. 
Whether you are looking to plan a Scout class, 
science camp, story night or private party event, 
get ready to enjoy the tranquility of nature. For 
information call (313) 989-9223.

NUMBER NINJAS MATH CAMP
Some children tend to suffer from "summer 

slide." They may have a harder time getting back 
up to speed at the start of the new school year.  
But there is help — and it's wrapped up in a whole 
lot of fun.

 Number Ninjas Math Camp, led by a 31-year 
teaching veteran and mom of three amazing 
Grosse Pointe kids, is a great opportunity to keep 
children current on grade-level math skills during 
the summer. In a super-fun, outdoor-indoor 
environment — a combination of movement, 
activity, and repetition creates permanent 
memorization of math facts and math procedures.  

new, effective memorization techniques — so 
Number Ninjas is for everyone.

 All camp sessions are capped at 10 students so 
that each child achieves maximum impact. This 
is your chance to make your child a true Number 
Ninja! Call (313) 473-0540 for info.

 REGINA HIGH SCHOOL
Come see what “play like a girl” really means 

at Regina Summer Sports Camps. Regina High 
School’s teams are amongst the most competitive 
in Macomb County, the Catholic High School 
League, and the Michigan High School Athletic 
Association. All grade-school girls are invited to 

skillset, have fun, compete, and develop a love 

hockey, soccer, softball, tennis, dance, volleyball, 
lacrosse, cheer, cross country, and ice hockey. 
Camps are led by current Regina student-athletes, 
coaches, and alumnae. Some of Regina's most 
talented athletes started out at these very same 
camps! Visit www.reginahs.com/sportscamps to 
register today.

UNIVERSITY LIGGETT SCHOOL
 For generations, ULS Summer Programs have 

been the gold standard of summer fun, and this 
year promises to be no different. Whether they’re 
perfecting their athletic skills with experienced 
University Liggett School coaches or exploring 
their creative side in one of the enrichment camps, 

ULS sports camps focus on skill development, 
teamwork and strategy, allowing young athletes 
to improve through fun drills, games, and friendly 
competitions. For those interested in hands-on 
learning, ULS enrichment camps offer opportunities 
for aspiring scientists, engineers, musicians and 
gamers to dive deep into their passions. Kids can 
experiment in the Mad Scientists at Work Camp, 
explore the digital world in Minecraft Camp, 

Specialized sports camps are available too — like 
the DeKeyser Training Institute Hockey Camp and 
Detroit Tigers Baseball Camp, where young players 
can learn from the pros. This summer, give your 
child the gift of discovery, friendship, and fun at 
ULS Summer Programs — where unforgettable 
memories are made. Register today at uls.org/
summerprograms.

UNIVERSITY OF DETROIT 
JESUIT HIGH SCHOOL

U of D Jesuit High School and Academy is
offering a number of youth camp and enrichment 
opportunities for middle school students this 
summer, ranging from football, basketball, 
chess, Quiz Bowl, soccer, and lacrosse. The 
campus summer programming is designed to 
keep boys from grades 6-12 active and engaged 
in a safe, productive environment. From academic 
enrichment to youth and high school athletic 
camps in a variety of sports —  there’s something 
for everyone. Whether your son is practicing a 
sport, preparing for the next school year, or just 
trying something new, our programs make it easy 
to create a summer plan that works for your family.

YMCA CAMP NISSOKONE
YMCA Camp Nissokone  is northern Michigan’s

premier overnight camping destination for kids 
and teens. Located near Lake Huron in Oscoda, 
Michigan, Camp Nissokone is in its 110th year, 
offering day and overnight camp for children ages 
5-18 from Michigan and beyond.

Summer Camp is a great introduction to the
outdoors, as it helps kids make new friends, develop 

skills focused around the camp’s core values 
of honesty, caring, respect, responsibility and 
inclusion. For boys and girls grades K-10 there is no 
better way to spend a safe and fun week enjoying 
a quality camp program. The fun, interactive, age-

camps, visit ymcadetroit.org/nissokone or call 
(248) 887-4533.

More
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ANIMAL SCIENCE SUMMER CAMPS!SUMMER CAMPS!

TEXT OR CALL FOR DETAILS!

TEXT OR CALL FOR DETAILS!
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Many adults have great memories of 
days at summer camp. In households 
with two working parents it's wise 
to find an interesting camp to 
accommodate youngsters so they can be 
engaged and entertained over summer 
vacation. Though today there are many 
exciting  summer camp options, it's still 
a challenge to find the right one for 
your child.

No two children are the same and 
kids change quite a bit as they grow up. 
So a camp that worked before may not 
make the perfect fit this summer. With 
that in mind, parents can consider these 
tips to find the right summer camp for 
their children.

• Ask around. Even if no two campers
are the same, it can still benefit parents to 
ask friends and colleagues for advice on 
camps. Summer camp spots are limited 
and it’s not uncommon for competition

for available spaces to develop, which 
can make it more difficult to gather 
information. However, ask neighbors 
whose children have outgrown summer 
camp if there’s one they might recommend 
and why.

• Pursue a package deal. Though
package deals might not result in lower 
rates, approaching a camp with the 
parents of your child’s friend or friends 
may work in your favor. Kids undoubtedly 
will be more excited about camp if their 
friends will be there as well. Camp 
officials may see these quasi-package 
deals as beneficial and a quick and easy 
way to fill spots.

• Ask kids how they want to spend
summer. Specialized camps run the gamut 
from sports camps to general outdoor 
recreation camps or arts. The general 
camps offer a wide range of activities 

throughout the summer — which might 
appeal to children who are less interested 
in a specialty. It's a precious summer of 
your child's childhood, so find out what is 
important to them — what will bring them 
joy as well as benefits like learning and 
confidence. Get their input before making 
a final decision. Involve kids in the search 
by showing them websites of prospective 
camps and asking them what they think 
of each one. If attending an in-person 
consultation, bring kids along so they can

form their own impression.

• Make sure the camp suits your
schedule. Kids’ preferences are important 
but are not the only opinions to consider. 
In households with two working parents, 
moms and dads must find a camp that 
aligns with their work schedules too. 
Many camps offer half-day sessions and/
or full-day sessions, but some offer just 
one or the other. If parents need full-day 
sessions, they might need to begin their 
search early to ensure they can secure a 
spot before they fill up.

LEARN MORE YMCADETROIT.ORG/NISSOKONE

Sparkling waters. Breathtaking sunsets. Trails leading to extraordinary 
adventures.  YMCA Camp Nissokone has been Michigan’s premier ‘up north’ 
overnight camp for over 100 years. We help kids make new friends, develop 
confidence, independence, and build lifelong skills focused around our core 
values: Honesty, Caring, Respect, Responsibility, and Inclusion. 

HERE FOR ALL.
OVERNIGHT CAMP
AT YMCA CAMP NISSOKONE
Ph. 248-887-4533
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Find the right camp for your kids

high school and academy
University of Detroit Jesuit

From the Classroom to the Field— 
Your Summer Adventure Starts Here.

Our campus is open year-round with diverse summer programming 
designed to keep boys from grades 6-12 active and engaged in a safe, 
productive environment. From academic enrichment like science and 
chess to youth and high school athletic camps in a variety of sports, 
there’s something for everyone.

Whether your son is , preparing for the next 
school year, or just trying something new, our programs make it 
easy to create a summer that works for your family.

Scan here to learn more
about summer programming.

www.uofdjesuit.org

ULS Summer Baseball Camp

Our sports camps focus on skill development, teamwork, 
and strategy, allowing young athletes to improve through 
fun drills, games, and friendly competitions. We also offer 
specialized camps like the DeKeyser Training Institute 
Hockey Camp and Detroit Tigers Baseball Camp, where 
young players can learn from the pros.

Learn more at uls.org/summerprograms

Our four-day camp focuses on:
• Hitting
• Fielding
• Base running ... and more!

Build skills and confidence 
through expert-led drills, 
games, and instruction.

Boys’ & Girls’ Basketball

Detroit Tigers Baseball Camp

DeKeyser Training Institute
Hockey Camp

Girls’ Field Hockey

Boys’ & Girls’ LAX

CoEd Soccer

Volleyball

Register for our ULS Sports Camps

050125
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2025 Summer Camp

No Experience Required | Grades 2-12Graaddes 2 1

Register at 
313lax.com
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Mack Alger Firestone
22025 Greater Mack Ave. • Saint Clair Shores
586-771-7050 • Mackalgertire.com
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www.Mackalgertire.com

COMPLETE AUTO CARE
Diagnostic Testing • Certified Mechanics

See Store for Details

Offer Valid thru May 31, 2025

BACK BY MAIL ON A FIRESTONE
VISA® PREPAID CARD WITH THE
PURCHASE OF 4 ELIGIBLE
FIRESTONE TIRES.

$60
GET

UP
TO

REBATE

See Store for Details

Offer Valid thru May 31, 2025

BACK BY MAIL ON A BRIDGESTONE 
VISA® PREPAID CARD WITH THE
PURCHASE OF 4 ELIGIBLE
BRIDGESTONE TIRES.

$80
REBATE

GET
UP
TO

050125

C C + Co. Catherine Canino Jewelry Pop-Up
May 2 - 10   ·   10 am - 5 pm 

“Here’s How” We Celebrate Mom
May 8   ·   5 pm - 7 pm

Jennifer Tyler Trunk Show
May 16 - 17   ·   10 am - 5  pm

May 22   ·   5 pm - 7  pm

Coming Up At

74  KERCHEVAL AVE .  GROSSE POINTE  FARMS,  M I

WWW.SHOPPEARL .COM   ·  @SHOPPEARL .GP   ·  313  458  8719

Scan
the QR code to learn

m
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e

·
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e QR code to learnm
ore

·
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neighbors 
helping
neighbors

Will trade
X-box for equivalent value 

guitar or laptop. Serious only. 
Call Mike at (313) 000-0000.

Avon representative
I cover all of Grosse Pointe.

Call for a catalog or v
Rhonda (313) 000-0000.

Micronutrients

plants. Subscribers get a 
discount. (313) 000-0000.

Nanny wanted
ercheval/Fisher area. Three

kids, 5,7 and 9. References 
required. (313) 000-0000.

Barter
Swap weekly lawn service for 
5 home-cooked meals/week. 

I will buy ingredients. 
Trent (313) 000-0000.

Rare books
Small collection of classics, 
1890s-1930s. Sold as lot or 
individually. (313) 000-0000.

Special CLASSIFIED ADS that showcase what you have to offer your 
neighbors or community — or post whatever you are looking for.

GET FAST RESULTS LOCALLY!

ONLY $25 for up to 35 words!

EX
AM

PLE
S

M
LES

EX
nte. nte. 

g or visit. r vis
313) 000-0000.313) 000-0000.

NannNan
KerchKerch

S
die

3) 000-000) 000-000

much broader impact.”
Parravano, who has 

been at South since the 
2017-18 school year, 
obtained a bachelor’s 
degree in education from 
E a s t e r n  M i c h i g a n 
University and taught for 
a while in Redford Union 
Schools. 

A vacation to visit cous-
ins in Arizona convinced 
her to move there.

“I loved the heat,” she 
said. “It’s tough here in 
the winter not being able 
to play golf.”

She eventually earned a 
master’s degree in sports 
administration from the 
University of Northern 
Colorado and one in edu-
cational leadership and 
administration from the 
University of Phoenix.

“I had thought about 
working as an athletic 
director for a college,” she 
said, “something to do 
with Title IX and compli-
ance.”

After serving in a vari-
ety of roles, including 
dean of students, assistant 
principal, athletic director 
and principal at various 
school districts in Arizona, 
Parravano returned to 
Michigan to be closer to 
family.

As principal now, 
Parravano said she 
doesn’t have to act as such 
a disciplinarian.

“The assistant princi-
pals are the ones who go 
through the daily grind 
with students, keeping 
them in their lane to grad-
uate, sort of like bumpers 
that cover up the gutters 

in bowling,” she said. 
“The principal is respon-
sible for making sure that 
the overall conditions are 
right for teaching and 
learning.”

She also has received 
support from the staff at 
South.

“I speak for many of us 
who know and deeply 
respect Cindy,” Beth 
Bornoty, a math teacher 
at South, said during the 
public comment portion 
of the board meeting. 
“She has the skill and 
heart and supports our 
school community by lis-
tening, learning and lead-
ing.”

Board President Colleen 
Worden called Parravano 
a “terrifi c” choice.

“We are lucky to have 
her and she is well-liked 
by her students,” she said. 
“She is exactly what we 
need at Grosse Pointe 
South.”

Superintendent Andrea 
Tuttle said it “speaks 
highly” of the district that 
it can hire people who can 
grow into other roles.

SOUTH:
Continued from page 1A

Cindy Parravano

Engineers & Consultants 
Inc. 

Bronze Sponsors: 

Collins & Blaha P.C.; DC 
Insurance Group; Fisher 
Pointe Dental; Grosse 
P o i n t e  E d u c a t i o n 
Association; Imperial 
D a d e ;  L a n d s c a p e 
America Inc.; MOSS; Poe 

R e s t o r a t i o n  & 
Waterproof ing;  TK 
Elevator; VanTol & Vitelli 
I n s u r a n c e  G r o u p ; 
Wolfson Bolton Kochis 
PLLC

Valet Sponsor: Lifetime 
Orthodontics

For a complete list of 
sponsors, to become a 
sponsor or to purchase 
tickets, visit gpfpe.org or 
contact Katie Stanley at 
(313) 432-3058 or stanlek
@gpschools.org.

The Grosse Pointe 
Foundation for Public 
Education is an indepen-
dent, not-for-profi t orga-
nization with the mission 
of funding extraordinary 
educational opportuni-
ties for the students of the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System.  Since 
2006, the GPFPE has pro-
vided close to $4.5 million 
in funding to the GPPSS, 
supporting a wide range 
of programs and projects 
at every school and every 
grade level throughout 
the district.

SPRING:
Continued from page 9A

Keaton Hamilton of 
Grosse Pointe Park has 
been named to the Dean’s 
List for the fall 2024 
semester at Michigan 
State University. He is 
studying mechanical 
engineering.

◆◆◆
University Liggett 

School senior Kerith 
Short of Grosse Pointe 
Woods earned an 
appointment to the 
United States Military 
Academy at West Point, 
N.Y. Most recently, ULS 
alumna Hannah Homsy 
Palladino, Class of 2016, 
attended West Point. 

◆◆◆
Miles Wujek of Grosse 

Pointe Farms was one of 
230 Hofstra University 
students who partici-
pated in the annual Pride 

and Plant event, which 
connects students with 
local homeowners who 
need help with yard work 
and planting. 

◆◆◆

PRIDE OF THE POINTES

Kerith ShortKeaton Hamilton
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2024 Top Producer at Higbie Maxon Agney.
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Caitlin Kashef
caitlin@higbiemaxon.com
313-886-3400
586-212-9694
higbiemaxon.com
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Dan and Jill Connell 
were not in the market to 
move when they fi rst laid 
eyes on 30 Preston Place 
in Grosse Pointe Farms. 
But once they took it all 
in — its exquisite wood-
work, intricate plaster 
and detailed dentil 
moulding — they were 
smitten.

“Dan walked in and 
started drooling,” Jill 
Connell said. “He’s a 
builder. Once he looked 
at the stairway, the dentil 
work, he said, ‘We’re 
buying this house.’”

After extensive renova-
tion and restoration, the 
Connells are inviting the 
community into their 
home, as hosts of the 
Grosse Pointe Historical 
Society’s 2025 gala, 

“Glamorous Night,” 
which takes place Friday, 
June 13.

“Dan was so happy that 
nobody ruined this 
house,” Connell said. 
“Nobody did anything to 
it, but nobody ruined it. 
They didn’t modernize it. 
We tried to restore it 
more than anything, but 
at the same time tried to 
provide updates for 
today.”

The work
The Connells pur-

chased the house late 
2017, and moved in by 
March 2018. They first 
renovated a wing for 
their children, three of 
whom were seniors in 
high school at the time. 
While putting their chil-
dren fi rst, “Dan and I had 
no kitchen, no bedroom,” 
Connell said. “It was a 

chaotic mess.”
It took three years to 

complete renovations, all 
while paying close atten-
tion to the home’s history 
and character.

“My stepson’s bed-
room was part of our 

bedroom, so we rear-
ranged it so the old bed-
room is now my closet,” 
Connell said. “We took 
the closet, which had 
such beautiful wood-
work, and made it a bath-
room. We switched 
things around. The guest 
quarters, there were four 
rooms. We turned them 
into two en suites. 

“Dan literally would 
take the jamb off the 
door, rebuild the room 
and put the old door jamb 
and old hardware back 
on,” she added. “He liter-
ally polished thousands 
of pieces of brass, that 
were black, and rein-
stalled them.”

The kitchen was gutted 
and updated, but “we 
made it to look old,” 
Connell said. “You don’t 
see the fridge or any 
appliances. It all looks 
like cabinets. There was 
an incinerator in there … 
and I turned it into a fi re-

place. There’s subway 
tile on the wall. I wanted 
it to have the feel of the 
back of the house, how 
kitchens used to be — 
utilitarian, not like they 
are today. The best part 
about it is nobody hangs 
out in the kitchen.”

Floors throughout the 
house have been refin-
i s h e d  a n d  w a l l s 
repainted. Bathrooms 
featuring Pewabic tiles 
also were refurbished.

“All the plumbing is 
brass, not copper,” 
Connell said. “This house 
was really well built; it’s 
so solid. And we put in all 
new landscaping.”

An area at the side of 
the house was turned 
into an all-season sun-
room and a 54-foot-long 
awning was added to the 
back of the house, so the 
family can enjoy shaded 
time outdoors.

Several other touches 
have been made to the 

house, of which the 
Connells are the third 
owners.

The history
The house originally 

was built as a springtime 
residence for Louise 
Webber Jackson of the 
Hudson’s department 
store family. It stood on 
10 wooded and land-
scaped acres, spanning 
Kercheval to Lakeshore. 
Designed by New York 
a r c h i t e c t  D u n c a n 
Candler and built by 
Detroit contractor Bryant 
and Detwiler, it was com-
pleted in 1932.

Webber Jackson’s fi rst 
husband, Hugh Jackson, 
was president of Hudson 
Motor Car Co. After he 
died in 1934, she married 
John “Cap” O’Brien.

In 1961, the home was 
purchased by Edward 
Frohlich and his wife, 
Jessie. Eventually, the 
estate was turned into 
the Preston Place subdi-
vision. Still, the home 
was the scene of many 
social and musical 
events.

“He was really into 
music,” Connell said of 
Frohlich. “He loved the 
Det ro i t  Symphony 
Orchestra. When he 
passed, he left the home 
to them in a trust for 10 
years. The head conduc-
tor lived there for years. 
Yo-Yo Ma stayed in our 
home at one time.”

Known as the DSO 
House, the property 
eventually become avail-
able for sale.

“The home was unoc-
cupied; it hadn’t been a 
home in 25 years,” 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Proceeds benefit Grosse 
Pointe Historical Society

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE GROSSE POINTE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Dan and Jill Connell’s home at 30 Preston Place in Grosse Pointe Farms will be the site of the Grosse Pointe Historical Society’s summer gala.

Grosse Pointe goes ‘Glamorous’ for June 13 gala

Appliances are hidden behind cabinetry at 30 Preston Place, giving the kitchen 
a utilitarian feel.

The library at 30 Preston Place. See GALA, page 9B
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Shop with us in store 16906 Kercheval Ave
in the Village of Grosse Pointe, or online

shopglitterandscotch.com
(313) 571-3607
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2020737337 777 MaMaMaMackck AAAveveve.. (N.(N(N  of Vernier)
GrGrGrGrosososossese PPPPoio nte Woods

333111333..8888811.22888888
www.chocolatebar-cafe.com
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AVAILABLE IN PINK AND
BLACK OPTIONS

A Sweet Surprise
In Every Hat

Sun: 10:00am - 3:00pm
Sat: 10:00am - 7:30pm
Mon-Fri: 10:00am - 7:30pm

(313) 435-0437

Grosse Pointe, MI 48230
17012 Kercheval Avenue
GrossePointe,MI

Treat Mom 
to Something 

Sw�t

NothingBundtCakes.com
ORDERONLINE!WEDELIVER!
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MMother’s Day
is May 11 th

16822 Kercheval Avenue
www.savvychicgp.com
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25

CHERRY REPUBLIC • MOTAWI TILES
WIND CHIMES • ART POLES

YOUR SHOP FOR MADE IN THE USA GIFTS

050125

Minimum $50.00 Purchase  • Offer expires May 31, 2025
*Valid at Wild Birds Unlimited Grosse Pointe Woods location only. Cannot be used with other offers, with DSC 
discounts, on DSC memberships, smart feeders or houses or optical equipment. Coupon valid in-store only.

$10 00 OFF* YOUR
PURCHASE

Bringing People and Nature Together for 33 years
The Perfect Place to Shop for Mother’s Day

20381 Mack Avenue, six blocks South of Vernier
(313) 881-1410

www.wbu.com/grossepointewoods
FREE Gift Wrapping

Curbside Pickup & Home Delivery Available

Around 10 years ago, 
after 20 years of provid-
ing therapy to children, 
Nicole Runyon, LMSW, 
began to notice among 
her patients the onset of 
major mental health 
issues. 

The pronounced rise in 
suicide attempts, self-
harm, panic disorders 
and other troubles didn’t 
make sense to her.

Trained to see each 
child in the context of 
their environment, the 
Grosse Pointe Shores 
resident honed in on the 
use of technology among 
young people.

“I started digging into 
how technology was 
affecting them,” she said, 
“but there was not a lot of 
information on that.”

Through her own 
r e s e a r c h ,  R u n y o n 
amassed enough data to 
compile a book. “Free to 
Fly: The Secret of 
Fostering Independence 
in the Next Generation,” 
currently is available for 
pre-order online and will 
be released Tuesday, 
May 6.

It already has received 
positive reviews. It’s been 
called “an important 
guide in a societal shift 
from ‘the anxious gener-
ation’ to a generation of 
strong, independent and 
healthy kids,” by Nicki 
Reisberg, founder and 
host of the podcast, 
Scrolling 2 Death.

Author Katherine 
Johnson Martinko called 
it “a compelling book 
that explains why so 
many kids are failing to 

thrive — and what 
parents can do 
about it. Nicole 
Runyon writes with 
compassion, urging 
parents to show up 
for their kids. She 
gives them permis-
sion to say no, 
which just might be 
the most important 
thing they’ll ever 
hear.”

Runyon’s book 
aims to show par-
ents where they’ve 
gone wrong and 
how to get their 
children back on 
track. Knowing is 
one thing; putting a 
plan into action is 
entirely different.

“I started talking in the 
community,” Runyon 
said. “People were really 
receptive to it, but didn’t 
want to do anything 
about it. We know this is 
a huge epidemic with 
kids. It’s not just tech 
causing disruption to 
their development, but 
also parenting. They go 
hand in hand.”

Runyon believes par-
ents are not instituting 
good rules or boundaries 
with their children, 
because “they can’t bear 
to see their kids in pain of 
any kind,” she said.

Parents worry if they 
take away devices, their 
child will be singled out, 
isolated and left out, she 
said. It’s a line she’s 
heard among those in her 
own peer group.

“Other therapists say 
you can’t take their 
phones away; it’s their 
lifeline,” Runyon said. 
“With me it’s the oppo-
site. Their lifeline should 

be their family. It should 
be the community. Our 
community has eroded. I 
want to restore that. … 
We’re going backward 
instead of forward and 
that needs to change. 
Our lives depend on it.”

Following her own 
resolve, Runyon switched 
her Grosse Pointe Farms 
practice from providing 
therapy to children to 
coaching parents. 

“Coaching adults is 
more about coming from 
the place of, here’s the 
problem; you’re going to 
commit to working on 
the solution,” she said. 
“We’re not getting into 
the history of why. 
Therapy is a deeper level 
of understanding where 
the problem came from; 
what to do about it comes 
later. But with coaching, 
it’s immediate.”

Through her practice, 
she reinforces that par-
ents are the authority; 
they are in charge. Being 

permissive with children 
is designed to make the 
parents comfortable, she 
added.

“We’re parenting out of 
our wounds,” Runyon 
said. “Parents need the 
ability to work out our 
own stuff. That’s what 
our kids need from us.”

Chapters in “Free to 
Fly” include the topics of 
family health, genera-
tional differences, allow-
ing for discomfort and a 
deep dive into child 
development, among 
others. She rebuts par-
ents’ notions that keep-
ing kids connected to 
their devices equals 
keeping them safe.

“They’re not learning 
natural consequences in 
the name of safety,” 
Runyon said. “They’re 
not failing. We have to go 
back to the old-school 
way of parenting. The 
world is scary and dan-
gerous. It’s important 

that parents let their kids 
go and have healthy sep-
aration.

“… I don’t want to 
scare people too much,” 
she added. “I tell them 
what’s safe, what’s not 
safe. Safe is going on 
bike rides, going to the 
park with friends, having 
a real life away from the 
computer screen.”

Runyon also discusses 
Big Tech and gives rec-
ommendations for tech-
nology use.

“Free to Fly” is for any-
one who has kids in their 
life — parents, grandpar-
ents, aunts and uncles.

“I want to help people 
understand that child 
development doesn’t 
change because we have 
tech now,” she said. “I 
really want parents to 
feel they have all the 
facts.”

She practices what she 
preaches with her own 
children, ages 16 and 11.

“They’re fine,” she 
said. “They’re not miss-
ing out. They have thrill-
ing social lives. It can be 
done.”

She recommends no 
smartphone until age 14, 
and no social media until 
18. 

“No devices at all for 
my 11-year-old — no 
iPad, no phone,” she said. 
“She has a Gabb Watch, 
but it’s limited to 10 con-
tacts and is parent con-
trolled. It’s just to stay in 
touch with caregivers.”

Even though her teen 
has an iPhone, there are 
rules he has to follow, 
she added.

“We have tech-free 
zones in the house, like 
the kitchen table, so the 
family can connect,” she 
said. “He has a limited 
number of apps. He 
doesn’t have it in his 
room at night.”

In return, she does not 
use Life360 or other 
tracking apps on his 
phone.

“We let him feel that 
we trust him and he feels 
he can trust himself,” 
Runyon said.

“Free to Fly” is widely 
available online and 
locally at Next Chapter 
Books, 16555 E. Warren, 
Detroit.

If it sells well in 
advance of its May 6 pub-
lication, it will appear on 
more bookshelves. Visit 
freetoflybook.com to 
order a copy and receive 
$300 worth of bonus 
materials for free, includ-
ing two assessments, an 
activity cheat sheet fea-
turing nine pages of age-
appropriate chores and 
access to a 40-minute 
master class.

“We don’t have to do 
what everyone else is 
doing,” Runyon said. 
“That’s not working. 
Let’s do something else. 
Just try it. Kids are not 
well. We need to make 
changes.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Book shares secrets to ‘fostering 
independence in the next generation’

A focus on the future

COURTESY PHOTOS

Nicole Runyon’s new book 
comes out May 6.
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 10 ways to show senior  10 ways to show senior 
Moms your appreciationMoms your appreciation

By Grosse Pointe News Staff

Mother’s Day is near and it’s the perfect time 
to let senior moms know how much you value 
them. From Day One, Mom has been your best 
supporter — and you’ll never really know all the 

for your happiness and well being. 
Surely you have shown her your love in

myriad ways on Mother’s Days past. As mom
ages, her needs and wants change, so it’s always 
good to check in to see how your mom would 
like to be honored on her special day. Here are 
a handful of loving ideas to let her know you 
see her, appreciate her and want to make her 
special day a happy one.

1. Help with chores
Everyone has a to-do list! Seniors often 

need help with some of the simpler things they 
may no longer be able to do. Even changing 
lightbulbs that require a ladder, unscrewing 
jars or cleaning underneath furniture can be 
a welcome lifesaver for seniors with certain  
health challenges.

Lending a hand with little chores around 

ideal way to show Mom you care. This can also 
include mowing the lawn, weeding garden beds, 
shoveling snow, raking leaves, or even taking 
the garbage pails in and out on collection days.

Helping someone who is struggling with the 
little things in life is a love language that is 
appreciated in a big way.

2. Visit regularly
Frequent visits are one of the most basic ways 

to show senior moms you love them. Whether 
she lives in a private home or managed care
facility, visitors brighten days in important ways, 
especially if mom rarely gets out and about as 
frequently as she once did.   

Spending time together and sharing a lifetime
of personal stories can bring smiles and offer 

to feel connected, and knowing they are not 
forgotten in a busy world does wonders for 
their well being, offering happiness, hope for 
the future and something to look forward to in
between visits.

3. Plan activities thoughtfully
 When organizing special events for Mom, 
consider the needs of seniors, whether for Mom
herself — or for others on the guest list. This 
applies not only for Mother’s Day — but for 
celebratory events year round.
 If you’re taking your mother or grandmother 
out to dinner at a restaurant, pay attention 
to accessibilty in seating and parking.  Even
those who don’t use a cane or wheelchair need
consideration if they have pain or mobility 
issues. Many seniors keep earlier hours, so plan 

events that don’t go too late into the night if you 
know your mom or dad are early risers.

At larger hall parties, honor seniors by adding 
music from their era to playlists or DJ requests. 
Cater to mom’s tastes or food sensitivities when 
planning menus. Seat senior guests with mobility 
issues near exits and restrooms if necessary.

Lastly, make sure to arrange for photos of 
Mom with the group or with individual family 
members to help keep family history alive. Mom 
will be tickled, too! Note: Don’t leave out more 
sedentary guests. They will feel special that even 
though they aren’t as active and visible at the 
party, they are not forgotten.

4. Thank Mom
Any reason to thank a senior mom is 

appropriate. From small personal gestures only 
the two of you know about, to grand milestone 
moments, Mom will be thrilled at your gratitude. 

Include thanks for aspects of your mother’s life 
aside from being a mom. It shows you see her as 
a person in her own right, beyond motherhood. 
Perhaps she served in the military, made pottery, 
taught school children or volunteered her time 
with animals. Celebrate accomplishments big 
and small with a simple “thank  you.” If the
world is a better place because of your mom, tell 
her so, with your appreciation. A cute plaque or 
card to acknowledge her accomplishments is a 
nice keepsake for her to cherish, a reminder that 
she is recognized for her lifetime achievements.

5. Prepare a great meal
Honoring Mom with her favorite home-

cooked meal with the family is a great way to 
give thanks for all the meals she’s prepared 
for you. Make it a regular occurrence on the 
calendar. If she cannot get out easily, bring a
nice hot meal over to her place instead.

Senior meals sometimes get downsized 
over the years, especially for widows who are
cooking for one. Often it’s a sandwich or frozen 

full hot meal, made with love, will be a welcome 
change and a special treat.

If she is out of state, surprising Mom with a 
DoorDash or other delivered meal from her 
favorite restaurant will brighten her day and let 
her know how much you care across the miles.

6. Bring something sweet
Whip up some delicious baked goods just for 

Mom. If she happens to be the family baker, 
surprise her this year with some ready-made 
homemade baked goods that she has always 
loved but no longer gets to bake herself. Those 
whose baking skills leave a little to be desired 
can get some freshly baked treats that Mom can 
enjoy all week from a local bakery.

Or a morning of baking together is a fun way 
to start Mother’s Day! Let her supervise while 
you and the kids do the heavy lifting. It will 
give her the chance to treat you all to learning a 
cherished family recipe you’ll enjoy forever, not 
to mention the baking memories. The aroma of 
freshly baked goodies around the house will set 
a homey tone for the rest of Mom’s big day. 

7. Take to the road
Another way to make Mother’s Day extra 

special is to turn the celebration into a weekend
affair. A two-day getaway can be a welcome
breath of fresh air for mothers and serve as
a great opportunity for the family to unwind 
and celebrate Mom away from everything that 
reminds her of the hustle and bustle or sameness
of everyday life. 

Pack up the generations and head to a bed
and breakfast, grand luxury hotel or lakeside 
cabin. Keep Mom’s preferences in mind when 
choosing a location and activities so she’ll
know the weekend is all about her. Nothing will 
make her happier than being surrounded by 
everyone she loves in a stress-free, work-free
environment. Make sure everyone treats her like
the queen she is by catering to her all weekend!

8. Book a unique experience
Experiential gifts have been wildly popular 

in recent years, so why not incorporate this
trend into Mother’s Day celebrations? Book a 
tour of a local vineyard or winery, take Mom to
a live theater performance, leisurely day at the 
museum or take her out for a day on the water, 
complete with brunch and a champagne toast. 

Reserve a spa day for her or for the two of you
or treat her to a hair and makeup makeover. Go

including shoes and a purse. Such memorable
experiences won’t soon be forgotten and can
provide an exciting alternative to previous 
Mother’s Day celebrations.

9. Capture your love with art
Treat Mom to a beautiful work of art to 

commemorate motherhood. Local galleries and 
art fairs have unique original works that will
show Mom that she is one of a kind. Choose a 
theme that your mother has always loved, from

abstract. Mother and child paintings would be
a great choice too. Or commission a portrait of 
Mom herself that will become a family heirloom.
No matter what you choose, the beauty on her 
wall will be a daily reminder of your affection.

10. Spoil her!
Whatever you do, ensure that Mom doesn’t lift 

by letting grandkids in on the fun of taking care 
of her every need. The only rule is she can’t do 
anything for anyone else! She can’t get drinks,
cook or wash dishes after the Mother’s Day 
meal. It’s her job to recieve on this day.

While everyone else pitches in, let her relax

with a good book, taking a nap or just putting 
her feet up while others bustle. Mom will
undoubtedly appreciate a full day of pampering, 
which might just make for the best gift of all.

Let’s celebrateLet’s celebrate
Mother’sMother’s 
DayDay

chores
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Join Our Memory 
Care Support Group

ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

SunriseVernier.com

V E R N I E R

SunriseGrossePointeWoods.com

GROSSE POINTE WOODS

© 2025 Sunrise Senior Living RCFE# 198320179

Call 313-643-5845 to learn more and 
ask about our next meeting.

Sunrise on Vernier | 1850 Vernier Road
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

Over the holidays, you may have noticed that a family 
member is experiencing memory loss. You’re invited to join 

our monthly meeting where you can get support from others 
who have a loved one living with Alzheimer’s or dementia.

050125

I 
am a logophile. I 
love words. I ma-
jored in English. 
Taught English. I 
have no affection 
whatsoever for 

numbers. I learned to 
add, subtract, multiply 
and divide way before 
New Math was invented.

I have favorite words 
— the delicious ones that 
roll off our tongues like 
syrup because they 
sound good — words like 

kerfuffl e and subliminal 
and Galapagos and snug-
gle, rambunctious, hissy 
fit, cattywompus, she-
nanigans, schnozz and 
fl ummoxed. The person 
who introduced me to the 
phrase “hissy fi t” actually 
demonstrated its mean-
ing. She threw one, just 
for the fun of it.

I particularly like 
words that sound like 
what they mean, a phe-
nomenon called ono-

matopoeia. Buzz; pitter 
patter; sizzle; pop; 
thwack; flibbertigibbet; 
fl ip fl op; squeegee; blab-
ber. Thwack sounds like 
a folded-up newspaper 
landing on a front porch.

I love alliteration — 
words in close proximity 
that have the same 
sounds. Tongue twisters 
are alliterative: Give papa 
a cup of proper coffee in 
a copper coffee cup. 
Thirty-three thirsty, 

thundering thorough-
breds thumped Mr. 
Thurber on Thursday.

My favorite literary 
example of well-crafted 
alliteration is a single line 
from “The Raven,” a 
poem by Edgar Allan 
Poe: “The silken sad 
uncertain rustling of 
each purple curtain.” 

Silken, sad, uncertain 
and rustling repeat the 
“S” sound. To seal the 
deal, uncertain rhymes 
with curtain. Thank you, 
Edgar.

I also like words that 
make no sense if the pre-
fi x or suffi x is lopped off 

— disheveled; disgrun-
tled; bemused. Then, I 
like to use the un-pre-
fi xed or unsuffi xed naked 
root word: shoveled; 
gruntled; mused.

A word I dislike? Belly. 
With the exception of the 
word bellybutton when 
associated with cute 
babies or small, adorable 
children, I can’t think of 
a nice way to use the 
word belly. Belly up? Pot 
belly? Belly flop? Pork 
belly? Beer belly?

My favorite phrase is 
“run amok.” Maybe 
because of “amok,” a 
word for which there is 
no other use than in this 
phrase.

I avoid most swear 
words, but they pop out 
occasionally when some-
thing has gone awry and 
I’m disgruntled. Which 
reminds me ... when my 
oldest grandson was 
about 4 years old, I was 

walking beside him while 
he tried out his new two-
wheeled bike with train-
ing wheels. We were 
chatting. As usual, he 
was full of questions. I 
tried to answer each as 
best I could, but this day 
he came up with one that 
had me flummoxed. 
“Gramma, will you tell 
me all the swear words if 
I promise not to say any 
of them?”

I don’t remember how 
I wheedled out of that 
one. I’m quite sure I DID 
NOT recite a list of all the 
swear words I knew.

He’s now in his 20s. He 
doesn’t remember the 
bike-riding incident, but 
these days he can proba-
bly identify more swear 
words than I can. I should 
ask him what some of 
them mean. Somebody is 
inventing new ones and I 
haven’t been able to keep 
up.

By Margie Reins SmithBy Margie Reins Smith

Sec     nd Time Around

Favorite words

Some things can’t be avoided. 
Turning 65 and signing up for Medicare 
is one such milestone. 

To help explain the required steps, as 
well as various drug and 
supplementa l  p lan 
options, The Helm offers 
its free New to Medicare 
program 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. Thursday, May 15.

Medicare counselors 
will be at The Helm, 158 
Ridge, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, to provide a com-
prehensive overview of 
Medicare, including cov-
erage, costs, pros and 
cons of different optional plans, and 
how to sign up. 

The ideal time to take the class is 
three to six months before turning 65. 

The class is free, but space is limited, 

so call (313) 649-2110 or email taltovi-
lla@helmlife.org to make a reserva-
tion. 

The Helm offers the New to Medicare 
class about three times 
each year. Preference is 
given to residents of 
Harper Woods and the 
fi ve Grosse Pointes.

The Helm also offers 
free, individual appoint-
ments throughout the 
year with Medicare coun-
selors to help people 
understand their options, 
choose the best plans 
and answer any specifi c 

questions. 
Contact Tony Altovilla at taltovilla@

helmlife.org or (313) 649-2110 to 
schedule a one-on-one appointment 
with a Medicare counselor.

The Helm workshop explains 
the ins and outs of Medicare

As spring extends its 
warm embrace, inviting 
winter-weary Pointers to 
enjoy the great outdoors, 
the community is invited 
to enjoy a day or two out-
side during a pair of fun-
draisers in support of 
The Helm.

First up is the second 
annual Sporting Clays 
Classic, which takes 
place 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 14, at 
The Huntsman Hunt 
Club in Dryden.

Guests may arrive at 

the club between 11 and 
11:45 a.m. to prepare for 
the 11:45 a.m. competi-
tion. Teams of four will 
compete to see who hits 
the most clay pigeons. 
While the winning team 
earns bragging rights 
and a nominal prize, the 
event is simply a day of 
sporting fun in support of 
The Helm. 

The two-hour competi-
tion is followed by a 
strolling lunch and bev-
erages. Sponsorships for 
four-person teams are 

$4,000, $2,500 and 
$1,500. Sponsorships 
include ammunition, 
snacks and lunch, cock-
tails, beer, wine and soft 
drinks. 

Non-competition spon-
sorships are available, as 
is a lunch/beverage-only 
option.

The second event is the 
seventh annual Fore The 
Helm Golf Outing, which 
takes place Monday, 
June 23, at Lochmoor 

Pull! Fore! Registration open for 
two outings benefi tting The Helm

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE HELM

Participants review gun safety and the rules of the competition before heading 
out to the fi eld.

See OUTINGS, page 5B
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The Guidance You Need
For The Care They Deserve.

Contact Me Today 
313.604.1395

No-Cost Senior Living Placement
• Independent Living & In-Home Care
• Assisted Living Homes & Communities
• Alzheimer’s & Memory Care Communities

assistedlivinglocators.com/Metro-Detroit-East

Learn More

Sophan Buffa
Eldercare Advisor

050125

Retirement planning 
doesn’t end when 
you retire.
Whatever your retirement goals may 
be, you’ll need ongoing planning. Let 
a knowledgeable Schwab Financial 
Consultant help.

Call or visit us today.

Investing involves risk, including loss of principal.

©2025 Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. All rights reserved. Member SIPC. 
CC10310046 (1124-WZ6Z) ADP126278B-00 (12/24) SCH13677 (03/25)

Grosse Pointe Branch

20879 Mack Ave 
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

313-743-0433
schwab.com/GrossePointe
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The Legacy and Estate Planning
You and Your Family Deserve

What Happens
If You’re
Not Around?
Plan for Your Loved Ones
Today with Trinity Estate Planning

We’ll make it easy and affordable
to do the right thing for yourself,

and the people you love.

maura@trinityestateplanning.com | 313.575.3521

Maura
McKeever

Contact me 
today!
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Club in Grosse Pointe 
Woods. Henry Ford 
Health is the lead spon-
sor of this event.

Event registration 
begins at noon with a 
shotgun start at 1 p.m. 
for this four-person 
scramble-style event. All 
golfers receive a boxed 
lunch, use of a cart for 
two, entry into contests, 
heavy hors d’oeuvres fol-
lowing the event and four 
drink tickets to use 
throughout the after-
noon-long event. 

Prizes will be awarded 
for low score for men’s, 
women’s and mixed 
teams, as well as men’s 
and women’s closest to 
the pin. A separate put-
ting contest is available 
as well.

Cost per golfer is $300 
or $1,200 per foursome. 
Sponsorships still are 
available. In addition to 
signage recognition, 
sponsorships include 
entry for a four-person 
team. 

Not a golfer? Purchase 
a $50 ticket to the after-
glow for hors d’oeuvres, 
cocktails and mingling.

“While activities at The 
Helm are geared toward 
senior adults, anyone of 
any age can participate in 

these events,” said Krista 
Siddall, The Helm execu-
tive director. “It’s a great 
way to enjoy some fresh 
air, camaraderie and fun 
competition.”

Participation is limited, 
so registration is encour-
aged as soon as possible. 
For more information 
about sponsorships and 
to register for either 
event, contact Sara 
Roberts at sroberts
@helmlife.org or (313) 
649-2100.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE HELM

Carts head out for an afternoon of golf.

OUTINGS:
Continued from page 4B

Golfers tee off during last year’s Fore The Helm 
event.

The Grosse Pointe 
Chamber of Commerce 
applied and was selected 
to partner with the Detroit 
Institute of Arts for its 
Inside/Out program, 
which brings replicas of 
artwork housed at the 
DIA into the community.

Reproductions are 
scheduled to be installed 
by Thursday, May 8.

“We’re going to have 14 
installations throughout 
all of Grosse Pointe,” 
Chamber President and 
Executive Director 
Jennifer Boettcher said. 
“It starts in May and goes 
through October.

“This will offer, not just 
the community, but sur-
rounding communities as 
well, the chance to come 
and see all the art,” she 
added.

Representatives from 
the DIA and the chamber 
hit the town months ago 
to find sites that would 
best fi t the project.

“All the businesses are 

thrilled to be a part of 
this,” Boettcher said, add-
ing that maps will be 
available, “so everybody 
has the opportunity to see 
the artwork.”

“There will be a mix of 
paintings on walls or on 
stakes in the ground,” 
added Abigail Turnbull, 
chamber membership 
and event coordinator. 
“We’ll be doing some 
small events to encourage 
people to see the paint-
ings and support the busi-
nesses that are hosting 
them. It will help drive 
traffic to various busi-
nesses.”

One such event includes 
Grosse Pointes’ social dis-
tricts. 

“With all the cities that 
have social districts, we’re 
going to pick evenings 
where we can do walking 
tours,” Turnbull said. 
“People can get a drink, a 
bite to eat and, with their 
social district beverage, 
walk around and enjoy 
the paintings in their 
respective areas.”

The chamber also plans 

to partner with the Grosse 
Pointe News to offer chil-
dren’s art contests, simi-
lar to the newspaper’s 
recent Easter-themed col-
oring contest, “but featur-
ing paintings that are part 
of Inside/Out,” Turnbull 
said. “Children will get a 
chance to create their 
interpretations of them.”

One example Turnbull 
mentioned was centered 
on Vincent Van Gogh’s 
“Self-Portrait,” which will 
be posted at Pere Gabriel 
Richard Park,  41 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

“They’ll draw their own 
self-portrait,” Turnbull 
said. “And of course we’ll 
have prizes for different 
ages.”

This contest will occur 
in July on dates to be 
determined.

“It’s something fun in 
the summer to break up 
those long, hot months,” 
Turnbull added.

Now in its 16th year, 
the Inside/Out initiative 
aims to make it easier for 
residents to engage with 

art in their everyday lives, 
fostering a deeper con-
nection between the 
museum and its audi-
ences in southeastern 
Michigan.

Other areas of Wayne 
County that will feature 
reproductions include 
Schoolcraft College, 
River Rouge, Grosse Ile, 
University of Detroit 
Mercy, Van Buren 
Township and all of 
W a y n e  C o u n t y 
Community College 
District’s campuses.

Art lovers can enhance 
their Inside/Out experi-
ence online with interac-
tive webpages at dia.org. 
Featuring detailed maps 
for every participating 
community, the digital 
tool makes it easy to 
trace artworks back to 
the DIA.

“And don’t forget, if you 
live in Wayne, Oakland or 
Macomb counties, you 
can go to the DIA for 
free,” Turnbull added. 
“So many, but still so few, 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Inside/Out in Grosse Pointe

See INSIDE, page 9B

Assumption Cultural 
Center hosts its ladies’ 
night event, The Spring 
Fling, 6 to 10 p.m. 
Thursday, May 1, at 
Assumption,  21800 
Marter, St. Clair Shores.

Attendees will be 
treated to appetizers and 
refreshments while shop-
ping for merchandise 
and gifts from more than 

30 vendors. A cash bar 
also is available.

Cost is $35 per person. 
All proceeds benefi t the 
philanthropic outreach of 
Assumption’s Ladies 
Philoptochos Society.

For more information, 
contact Olivia at assum
ptionspringfl ing@gmail.
com or call (586) 779-
6111.

Assumption hosts 
Spring Fling May 1

The Grosse Pointe 
Garden Center presents 
its Sue Abbott Lecture, 
f e a t u r i n g  k e y n o t e 
speaker Amber Velvet 
Kirkland, at 7 p.m. 
Monday, May 5, at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

The lecture, which 

honors floral arranger, 
lover of fl owers and gar-
dens Sue Abbott, fea-
tures a fl oral arranging 
demonstration and talk.

Kirkland, a Detroit fl o-
ral designer and events 
stylist, will show off her 
unique flair for design 

Sue Abbott Lecture is 
May 5 at War Memorial

See LECTURE, page 8B
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Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Edward “Tom” 
Pavlock, age 88, 

passed away peacefully 
on April 19, 2025. 
A master picture 
framer, Tom founded 
The Framing Gallery 
of Grosse Pointe in 
1971 and established 
The Framing Gallery 
North in 1986. Mr. 
Pavlock’s expertise 
and commitment to the 
profession led him to 
be elected as president 

of the national 
Professional Picture 
Framers Association, 
a testament to his 
leadership and 
contributions to the 
industry.

Through its 54 years, 
The Framing Gallery 
became more than a 
business—it became 
a cornerstone of 
artistry and meticulous 
craftsmanship within 
the community. His 
work has preserved 
countless memories and 
masterpieces, creating 
frames that didn’t just 
encase artwork but 
honored the stories 
within them. He leaves 
behind a lasting legacy 
of excellence and 

dedication to his craft.
Beloved husband 

to his wife Della for 
67 wonderful years. 
Loving father of 
Robert A. (Margaret) 
Pavlock, Michael 
(Denise) Pavlock, and 
Sandra Jewell. Proud 
grandfather of Scott 
(Lyndsey) Pavlock, 
Nicole Pavlock, and 
Lauren Jewell. His 
impact extended 
beyond the walls of his 
galleries, touching the 
lives of family, friends, 
and co-workers alike. 

live on in the works 
he helped preserve, 
the people he inspired, 
and the community he 
enriched.

  In Loving Memory of
Edward “Tom” Pavlock

05
01
25

Caroline Gray

C a r o l i n e  ( n e e 
Robertson) Gray, 92, 
died Tuesday, April 1, 
2025, at Beth Israel 
Deaconess Medical 
Center in Boston after a 
brief illness. She was a 
resident of Westwood, 
Mass., and a former resi-
dent of Grosse Pointe.

Carol was born Nov. 4, 
1932, in Springfield, 
Ohio, the youngest of 
four children of Merlin 
Gladstone and Elenore 
Glover (nee Wachs) 
Robertson. She gradu-
ated from Kingswood 
School (now Cranbrook 
Schools) in Bloomfield 
Hills with the class of 
1950. She earned a bach-
elor’s degree in English in 
1954, from Connecticut 
College in New London, 
Conn., and received a 
master’s degree in art 
history in 1974, from 
Wayne State University 
in Detroit.

Carol was an avid 
weaver who owned 
looms and enjoyed quilt-
ing and other fabric arts. 
She studied ceramics at 
the Detroit Society of 
Arts and Crafts and 
taught art history at 
Wayne State University. 
She also was a voracious 
reader who possessed an 
unusually keen intellect 
for and was especially 
well versed in art archi-
tecture and history. 
Fluent in French, Carol 
and her late husband, 
Cliff, maintained an 
apartment in Lyon, 
France, which they used 
as a base for travels 
around the world for 
more than 25 years. Carol 
was very devoted to her 
dogs and had a strong 
fondness for German 
Shepherds.  

Carol was the wife of 
the late Cliff Fell Gray 
Jr.; and the former wife 
of Leet Edward Denton 
II. She is survived by fi ve 
ch i ldren ,  Caro l ine 
“Carrie” Crowley Davis 
of Patchogue, N.Y., Leet 
“Trip” Edward Denton III 
of Philadelphia, Dana 
Denton Edelman of 
Philadelphia, Hillary 
Denton Kohler (David) of 
Westwood, Mass., and 
Cameron Brown Denton 
(Meara Quinn)  of 
Baltimore. She was pre-
deceased by her daugh-
ter, Heidi Joan Denton 
(Scott Kauffman) of 
Sparks, Md.; and son, 
Kelsey Reed Denton. 

Carol was the stepmother 
of Martha Lane Gray 
(Ju l ius  Pere l i )  o f 
A r l i n g t o n ,  M a s s . , 
Elizabeth Gray Balaguer 
(Eugene) of Austin, 
Caroline Gray Guenette 
(Francis) of Chicago, 
Cliff Fell Gray III of 
Chicago and the late 
Rebecca Levick Gray. 
She was the sister of 
R e e d  R o b e r t s o n 
(Marion), the late David 
Bruce Robertson and the 
late Joan Wissinger 
Duddingston. Carol also 
is survived by numerous 
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews. 

Services and interment 
will be private. In lieu of 
fl owers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the 
College for Creative 
Studies, 201 E. Kirby, 
Detroit, MI 48202.

Joann Tsangalias
Joann Tsangalias, 85, 

of Grosse Pointe Farms, 
passed away Easter 
Sunday, April 20, 2025, 
peacefully in her sleep at 
home. 

Joann was born April 
7, 1940, in Detroit, to 
George and Mary 
Georgeades. She grew up 
in Grosse Pointe on 
Fisher Road and often 
told her family stories 
about living just feet 
away from her schools, 
Richard Elementary 
School and Grosse Pointe 
High School, as well as 
the Punch and Judy 
Theater and other well-
known Grosse Pointe 
landmarks.

She was very involved 
in her church youth 
group and met the love of 
h e r  l i f e ,  S t e l i o s 
Tsangalias, after he 
arrived in Detroit to do 
his surgical residency. 
He was looking for a 
Greek church to attend 
and Assumption Greek 
Orthodox Church was 
suggested. Joann’s par-
ents kindly invited the 
newcomer to dinner. 
Stelios quickly caught 
Joann’s eye and it wasn’t 
long before they were 
married in March 1964. 
Within several years, 
they were blessed with 
three daughters. 

Joann led a vibrant and 
joyful life and was well-
known for her hearty, 
contagious laugh. A con-
summate host, Joann 
loved to entertain friends 

and family, cooking deli-
cious Greek delicacies 
and getting everyone on 
the dance fl oor at wed-
dings. She loved her fam-
ily above all else. Her 
generosity toward them 
was boundless — not just 
materially, but more 
importantly with her 
time, energy, attention 
and love. Of her many 
roles in life, her favorite 
might  have  been 
Grandma. And she 
excelled at this role, 
showering endless love 
and attention on her 
grandkids, getting to 
know each one and cele-
brating them all.

Joann was a natural 
caretaker in her profes-
sional and personal life. 
Following graduation 
from Grosse Pointe High 
School, she became a 
dental hygienist at age 20 
and, many years later, 
went back to school and 
earned her credentials 
and license as a regis-
tered nurse. As an RN, 
her  compassionate 
nature led her toward 
caring for hospice 
patients and nursing 
home residents. 

She befriended people 
wherever she went, 
maintaining beautiful 
lifelong friendships that 
she valued. She con-
nected deeply and made 
sure each friend knew 
how special they were to 
her. She traveled the 
world with Stelios and 
visited her daughters and 
t h e i r  f a m i l i e s 
often because family was 
everything. She loved 
gardening, yoga, cooking 
and baking and even 
owned and ran a bakery 
for a while. In her typical 
generous spirit, she often 
gave away more baked 
treats than she sold. She 
truly enjoyed spending 
time by the Gulf of 
Mexico on Longboat Key 
Island at her beloved 
v a c a t i o n  h o m e , 
Delphinia. 

She is survived by her 
husband of 61 years, 
S t e l i o s  “ S t e v e ” 
Tsangalias; sister, Sylvia 
Stuart; daughters, Cindi 
Portwood (Richard), 
Penelope Tsangalias 
Mulch (Theodore) and 
Stacy Jurgiel (Robert); 
and grandchildren, Max 
Portwood, Olivia Jurgiel, 
Ally Portwood, Joanna 
Jurgiel, George Jurgiel, 
Cooper Mulch, Chloe 
Mulch and Ruby Jurgiel.

Visitation takes place 

10 to 11 a.m. Saturday, 
April 26, at Assumption 
Greek Orthodox Church, 
21800 Marter, St. Clair 
Shores. A funeral service 
begins at 11 a.m.

Joann was a huge 
advocate for positive 
mental health. In lieu of 
fl owers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the 
National Alliance on 
Mental Health (NAMI) 
Mich igan ,  401  S . 
Washington, Ste. 104, 
Lansing, MI 48933; 
Assumpt ion  Greek 
Orthodox Church, 21800 
Marter, St. Clair Shores, 
MI 48080; or any organi-
zation that supports men-
tal health.

Paul Arthur Kvale
Paul Arthur Kvale, 86, 

passed away Thursday, 
April 24, 2025.

Paul was born April 19, 
1939, in Brooklyn, N.Y., 
and raised in Falls 
Church, Va. Paul lived a 
life of service, love and 
dedication to his family, 
profession and faith.

He was predeceased 
by his beloved parents, 
Arthur and Frances 
Kvale;  and s ister , 
Susannah Armstrong. 
He is survived by his 
devoted wife of 65 years, 
Susan (nee Gehrlich); 
and their children, 
Valerie Long (John), 
Craig (Laura Keck) and 
Heidi Tigges (Todd). He 
was a proud grandfather 
to nine grandchildren 
and fi ve great-grandchil-
dren, each of whom 
brought him immense 
joy.

Paul attended Capital 
University before earn-
ing a medical degree 
from the Medical College 
of Virginia. To support 
himself and his young 
family through his stud-
ies, he worked oversee-
ing a local pool — an 
early example of the ded-
ication that defi ned his 
life.

He served his country 
with honor in the U.S. 
Navy from 1966 to 1969, 
stationed in both the 
Philippines and San 
Diego.

A gifted and compas-
sionate physician, Paul 
devoted more than 50 
years to the fi eld of pul-
monary medicine at 
Henry Ford Hospital in 
Detroit, where he also 
served as department 
chair. He was deeply 
committed to patient 
care, earning the admira-
tion of those he treated 
with his warm bedside 
manner. Equally pas-
sionate about education, 
he mentored generations 
of medical students and 
residents. His research 
for lung cancer and AIDS 
was groundbreaking, 
and he lectured on these 
subjects around the 
world. He also served as 
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e 
American College of 
Chest Physicians.

A man of deep faith, he 
was a dedicated member 
of St. Paul Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
where he served as pres-
ident of the congrega-
tion, sang in the choir 
and joyfully created sets 
for  the chi ldren’s 
Christmas programs. 
Church was a vital part 

of his life and he rarely 
missed a service.

Outside of medicine 
and ministry, Paul was a 
man of many interests. 
He loved spending time 
with his family, sailing, 
golfi ng and traveling the 
world with his wife, 
Susan. His grandchil-
dren especially cher-
ished the cakes he 
lovingly baked and deco-
rated — each decorated 
with their favorite char-
acters.

He will be deeply 
missed by all who knew 
him, but his legacy lives 
on in the lives he touched, 
the students he men-
tored and the family he 
loved so dearly.

A memorial service 
will be held at 10:30 a.m. 
Thursday, May 8, at St. 
P a u l  E v a n g e l i c a l 
Lutheran Church, 375 
Lothrop, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. Visitation with 
the family will be held at 
the church beginning at 
9:30 a.m. A celebration 
of life reception will be 
held from noon to 4 p.m. 
at Bayview Yacht Club, 
100 Clairpointe, Detroit.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 
be made to St. Paul 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, 375 Lothrop, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 
48236, stpaulgp.org/give, 
or the Parkinson’s 
F o u n d a t i o n ,  1 3 5 9 
Broadway, Ste. 1509, 
New York, N.Y. 10018, 
p a r k i n s o n . o r g /
?form=19983. 

Joseph “JP” Paul 
Simon Jr.

Joseph “JP” Paul 
Simon Jr. ,  43,  of 
Glenview, Ill., passed 
away Tuesday, April 22, 
2025.

JP attended St. Paul on 
the Lake Catholic School 
and graduated from 
Grosse Pointe North 
High School in 2000. He 
obtained a bachelor’s 
degree at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison in 
2004. He earned a Juris 
Doctorate from the 
University of Chicago’s 
John Marshall Law 
School (now University 
of Illinois Chicago School 
of Law) and supple-
mented his post-degree 
coursework in corporate 
finance and financial 
accounting at  the 
University of Chicago 
Booth School of Business. 
He also studied interna-
tional law in Nice, 
France.

JP served the Optio 
Law family of companies 
as its founder, chairman 
and CIO. He was the 
founding partner of 
Americus Capital in 
2009, which led him to 
his current ownership of 
the software company, 
BookedOut. He was pri-
vate counsel to many pri-

v a t e  a n d  p u b l i c 
companies during his 
career.

His passion for hockey 
started at age 6 and con-
tinued throughout his 
life. He loved hockey and 
played for the University 
of Wisconsin. His second 
passion was fly fishing 
from every shore he 
could all over the U.S., as 
well as overseas. He 
loved to travel with his 
golf clubs and fl y fi shing 
rod. His special trips 
included f lying to 
Jackson Hole, Wyo., 
Montana and Belize in 
remote areas to fish. 
While in Florida during 
the winter, he would 
drop the golf clubs and 
fish all the ponds. 
Anywhere he went, the 
fl y fi shing rod went.

He was a very loving 
father to his beautiful 
daughters and gave them 
his full attention. He 
enjoyed playing the gui-
tar and harmonica with 
his girls. They adored 
him. He was compassion-
ate, funny, generous, 
thoughtful and very intel-
ligent.  

JP was predeceased by 
his best friend, Uncle Jeff 
Simon. JP is survived by 
his two loving daughters, 
Colette “Coco,” 8, and 
Casey, 6; his loving par-
ents, Joseph and Karen; 
as well as the mother of 
his children, Blair Simon. 
He also is survived by 
many loving aunts, 
uncles, cousins and 
friends.

Services were held at 
A.H. Peters Funeral 
Home in Grosse Pointe 
Woods. A funeral Mass 
took place at St. Paul on 
the Lake Catholic Church 
in Grosse Pointe Farms. 

Peter Brankovic
Peter Brankovic, 82, 

died Saturday, April 26, 
2025. 

Peter is survived by 
his beloved wife of 58 
years, Shirley Brankovic; 
and his loving children, 
Melissa Verlinden (Jay), 
Janice Potter (Patrick), 
Peter Brankovic Jr. 
(Rosa) and Amanda 
Marko. Peter was the 
cherished grandfather 
of Brendan Kelso, Jacob 
Kelso, Samantha Potter, 
Zachary Potter, Mia 
Marko, Ellie Marko and 
Lily Mae DeCraene; and 
the dearest great-grand-
father of Charlie Kelso, 
Bennett  Kelso and 
Amelia Kelso. He also is 
survived by his brother, 
Michael Birach (Diane). 

Visitation takes place 
3 to 7 p.m. Thursday, 
May  8 ,  a t  Chas . 
Verheyden Inc., 16300 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Park. A memorial ser-
vice will begin at 6:30 
p.m.

Paul Arthur KvaleJoann TsangaliasCaroline Gray

Peter BrankovicJoseph Paul Simon Jr.

See OBITS, page 7B
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Jack Frakes

Jack Frakes ,  90 , 
passed away Friday, 
April 18, 2025.

Jack lived his life with 
unassuming passion 
and insatiable curiosity 
that left impressions on 
everyone who knew 
him. A modest man 
with outsized talents, 
Jack was never one to 
a d v e r t i s e  h i m s e l f , 
though he became an 
admired and influential 
figure in Detroit adver-
tising history.

Born Oct. 28, 1934, in 
Wayne, to George and 
Evelyn Frakes, Jack 
spent idyllic summers 
with his cousin, Mickey, 
at his Grandpa Lewis 
Mott’s cabin on Brevort 
Lake in Michigan’s 
Upper Peninsula. His 
initial ticket to success 
was his uncanny ability 
to draw just about any-
thing, a skill that served 
him well throughout 
life. Jack graduated 
with a degree in fine 
arts from Michigan 
State University, where 
he made lifelong friends 
as a member of the 
Sigma Nu fraternity. 
Weeks before gradua-
tion, he met his future 
wife of 66 years, Kathy 
Arnold, of Battle Creek, 
at MSU. 

Jack began his career 
in San Francisco but 
soon moved with Kathy 
to the Detroit area, 
where their four chil-
dren were born. They 
settled in Grosse Pointe 
Park in 1971. Jack rose 
steadily to the top of the 
advertising community, 
becoming the head of 
the creative team at 
McCann Erickson in 
Troy, then later, Ross 
Roy. His position was 
rare among top execu-
tives, as he wrote and 
directed many of the 
agency’s  te levis ion 
commercials. Respect, 
integrity and hard work 
were his stock and trade 
and people noticed. 
Celebrated photogra-
pher and close friend, 
Rob Gage, who worked 
on campaigns around 
the country and over-
seas with Jack, said 
Jack was extremely 
humble, something he 
said was rare in the 
advertising world.

Jack’s interests were 
multiple and wide-rang-
ing. He was an avid run-
ner who finished the 
Detroit Marathon six 
times. He loved playing 
broomball, touch foot-
ball and softball, and 
cheered for Spartan 
football and basketball. 
He had a great appreci-
ation for literature, 
music and visual art. He 
marveled at his good 
fortune and never took 
it for granted. He trav-
eled the world for busi-
ness, working with 
celebrities and luminar-
ies in the film industry, 
but always attributed 
his real success in life 
to the bedrock of a fam-
ily founded in his love 
for Kathy and their 
home in Grosse Pointe. 

Ever an aesthete, Jack 
created and appreciated 
art throughout his life. 
Hundreds of friends 
and family members 
awaited his hand-silk-
screened Christmas 
cards each December, 
which he created for 64 
years. Homes across 
the country have framed 
collections of these 
cards adorning their 
walls. For many years, 
he enjoyed demonstrat-
ing silkscreen printing 
to students at Trombly 
Elementary School who 
visited his backyard 
studio.

Jack coached youth 
hockey for years. Every 

season, he did an indi-
vidual drawing depict-
ing each player in 
action on the ice. These 
drawings are prized 
possessions of former 
hockey players to this 
day.

Jack was fascinated 
with animals and cre-
ated dozens of sculp-
tures of porcupines, 
cows, rhinos, moose, 
turtles, beetles, birds 
and more, made of clay 
and salvaged metal 
materials — a spirited 
menagerie of creatures 
graced with his indeli-
ble sensibility. These 
sculptures remain to be 
enjoyed by generations 
to come, as well as the 
large, spirited mosaic 
panels he created for 
both public and private 
spaces.

Following retirement 
from Ross Roy in 1993, 
Jack was a valued and 
enthusiastic volunteer 
f o r  H a b i t a t  f o r 
Humanity, working on 
numerous builds in 
Detroit and across the 
country. He was the 
project leader respon-
sible for converting a 
dilapidated bowling 
alley into the headquar-
ters for the Detroit 
branch of Habitat for 
Humanity. On two occa-
sions, he built houses 
elbow-to-elbow with 
Jimmy and Rosalynn 
Carter.

Forever inspired by 
Jack and all he repre-
sented are his wife of 
66 years, Kathy; sister, 
Joanne Gentry; his chil-
dren, Drew (Janell), 
Eric (Karen),  Evan 
( G i n a )  a n d  E l y s e 
(David); grandchildren, 
Cortney (Tré), Whitney 
(Steve), Jack (Grace), 
Celeste, Paige, Brady 
and Ben; and great-
g r a n d d a u g h t e r , 
Eleanor. All of them 
carry the memory of an 
un forge t tab le  ro l e 
model and an abiding 
love for a remote island 
in Ontario, Canada, just 
north of the Minnesota 
border. Jack and Kathy 
bought this property 
with their dear friends, 
John  “Sp ike”  and 
Phyllis Osler. This was 
Jack’s heaven. He spent 
untold happy hours 
there, teaching his chil-
dren and grandchildren 
to fish and appreciate 
the beauty of nature, 
making masterful pen-
and-ink drawings of 
ancient pines, moss and 
lichen and sharing sto-
ries on the screened-in 
porch wi th  Kathy, 
Spike and Phyllis as the 
sun sank below the 
horizon.

A celebration of life 
and art will take place 
Monday, June 16, at the 
Tompkins Center at 
Windmill Pointe Park, 
14920 Windmill Pointe 
Drive, Grosse Pointe 
Park. Visitation begins 
at 1:30 p.m., with the 
program starting at 2:30 
p.m. 

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations 
may be made to Grosse 
Pointe Congregational 
Church, 240 Chalfonte, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
MI 48236, gpcong.org/
donate/, or Habitat for 
Humanity, 14325 Jane, 
Detroit ,  MI 48205, 
h a b i t a t d e t r o i t . o r g /
donation/.

Jack Frakes
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20705 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

(313) 884-5500

A neighborhood funeral home with longstanding roots in the 
community, A.H. Peters Funeral Home has served the community 

for over a century. It has been our honor to guide families through 
one of the most diffi cult moments in life. Our experienced and 

compassionate team will walk you through
the process and handle every detail.

Ser ving The Com munity Since 1917

Tim Harris
GENERAL MANAGER

 John Campbell
MANAGER
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Maynard F. 
Rupp Jr.

Maynard F. Rupp Jr., 
84, of Grosse Pointe 
Woods, passed away 
Tuesday, April 8, 2025.

Maynard was born Jan. 
10, 1941, and lived life 
full throttle. As a world-
champion drag racer 
turned award-winning 
s a i l b o a t  s k i p p e r , 
Maynard conquered 
land, sea and air with 
equal fervor. His journey 
from model airplanes to 
the professional pilot’s 
seat not only fueled his 
competitive spirit but 
became his livelihood 
and led him to his wife, 
Jane. Together, Maynard 
and Jane built a family as 
dynamic as Maynard’s 
pursuits. He leaves 
behind a wake of thrilling 
stories and broken 
records and a legacy that 
proves life’s greatest 
adventure is living it. 

Maynard is survived by 
his wife, Jane; sons, 
Chris (Debbie) and Steve 
(Vivian); grandchildren, 
B r i d g e t t e  a n d 
Christopher; his loving 
caregiver, Sandra; the 
Martin nephews and 
their families; and a leg-
acy of excellence that 
will inspire his family for 
generations. 

A private family service 
will be held. 

Thomas Nihem
Thomas Nihem, 87, of 

Grosse Pointe Woods, 
passed away peacefully 
Saturday, April 26, 2025, 
at home in the loving 
presence of his family.

T o m  w a s  b o r n 
Christmas Day 1937, to 
Mary and Jack Nihem. 
Tom grew up in Detroit 
where he spent his early 
years working at his fam-
ily’s grocery store near 
the historic Fox Theater 
on Park Avenue in 
Detroit. At the young age 
of 17 he met the love of 
his life, Bernadette 
Bertoncello. Together, 
they built a beautiful life 
and celebrated 66 years 
of marriage.

Tom was a devoted 
husband, father, grandfa-
ther and great-grandfa-
ther. He and Bernadette 
raised three children: 
Thomas J. Nihem (Julie), 
Darryl Nihem (Nancy) 
and Christina Tompson 
(Jim). He was the proud 
g r a n d f a t h e r  o f 
Mackenz ie  Burch i 
(Michae l ) ,  Nata l ie 
B o e t t c h e r  ( L u k e ) , 
Hannah Nihem, Ashley 
Nihem and Jennifer 
Nihem; and the adoring 
great-grandfather of 
three great-granddaugh-

ters, Emma Burchi, Blair 
Boettcher and Alice 
Burchi. Alice was born 
April 26, 2025, with her 
guardian angel watching 
over her. 

Professionally, Tom 
had a long and successful 
career as a stockbroker 
with First of Michigan, 
where he was senior vice 
president. His love for 
the stock market was 
deep, but was always sur-
passed by his unwaver-
ing love for his wife, 
family and the simple 
joys of life — especially 
sharing a good cigar with 
his sons and laughter 
with all his girls. To his 
beloved granddaughters 
he was affectionately 
known as “Jido,” and to 
his great-granddaugh-
ters, “Papa Jid.”

Tom had a passion for 
sports, which included 
coaching Little League 
baseball and a special 
devot ion to  Duke 
University basketball. A 
true movie buff, he 
enjoyed classic fi lms as 
much as he loved good 
conversations about 
them. In his free time, he 
was a talented wood-
worker, crafting beauti-
ful pieces with patience 
and care. His curiosity 
and knowledge were 
unmatched and he loved 
testing his trivia skills 
w h i l e  w a t c h i n g 
“Jeopardy!” — often 
impressing everyone 
with how much he knew 
about so many topics.

An adventurous spirit, 
Tom and Bernie traveled 
the world, visiting 17 
countries throughout his 
life. Still, some of his 
favorite memories were 
made closer to home, 
traveling north of the 
Mackinac Bridge with his 
family and enjoying the 
beauty of Michigan’s 
upper peninsula.

Above all, Tom’s life 
was defi ned by love — for 
Bernie, his No. 1 girl, and 
for the family they cre-
ated together.  His 
warmth, humor and 
devotion leave a legacy 
that will be cherished by 
all who knew him.

A funeral service will 
be held at Christ Church 
Detroit, 960 E. Jefferson, 
Detroit,  MI 48207, 
Saturday, May 3, at 11 
a.m. He will lie in state 
from 10 to 11 a.m., with 
the funeral at 11 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions 
may be made to The 
Salvation Army.

Arrangements were 
entrusted to Chas. 
Verheyden, Inc.

Margaret Ann 
McLaughlin

Margaret Ann (nee 
Crowther) McLaughlin, 
82, died Friday, April 25, 
2025.

Margaret was the 
beloved wife of 55 years 
of Paul McLaughlin; lov-
ing mother of Michael 
and Julie McLaughlin; 
and grandmother of 
Jake, Lauren, David and 
Allyson McLaughlin. 

Margaret was born 
Sept. 13, 1942, in Detroit, 
to Mary Louise and 
Robert Crowther as the 
third oldest of 10 chil-
dren. She grew up in 
Grosse Pointe and gradu-
ated in 1960 from St. 
Paul Catholic School in 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
She attended Detroit 
Business College and 
worked as an operations 
manager in Detroit for 13 
years for Blyth Eastman 
Dillon, a New York Stock 
Exchange brokerage 
fi rm.

After her children were 
in school, Margaret 
worked for the Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System as a receptionist 
at Grosse Pointe North 
High School. She retired 
in 2006 after 11 years of 
work. She loved her job 
and met many wonderful 
people at North.

After retiring, Margaret 
v o l u n t e e r e d  w i t h 
Eastside Tutoring at 
Monteith Library in 
Detroit until it closed. 
She then volunteered 
with the Detroit Public 
School  System at 
Marquette Elementary-
Middle School. While 
tutoring, she also was a 
longtime volunteer with 
the Holley Ear Institute at 
Ascension St. John 
Hospital (now Henry 
Ford St. John Hospital) 
testing the hearing of 
newborn babies. It was 
her favorite volunteering 
job. She always loved 
children, so it was a per-
fect fi t.

Margaret is survived by 
her brothers, Robert 
Crowther (Lyn), John 

Crowther (Barbara) and 
Kevin Crowther; sisters, 
Mary Louise Leichliter, 
E l i z a b e t h  B o j a l a d 
(George), Julie Kerr 
(James) and Clare 
Crowther; and many lov-
ing nieces and nephews. 
She was predeceased by 
her brother, Thomas 
C r o w t h e r ;  s i s t e r , 
Catherine Crowther; and 
parents, Robert and Mary 
Louise Crowther.

Margaret loved travel-
ing with her daughter 
and longtime grade 
school friends, and 
enjoyed many ladies’ 
weeks on Harsens Island. 
She also enjoyed playing 
pinochle and mahjong. 
She always was grateful 
for the wonderful family 
and many friends she 
had.

A memorial Mass takes 
place Saturday, May 3, at 
St. Paul on the Lake 
Catholic Church, 157 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. Her family will 
receive guests from 9:30 
a.m. until Mass at 10 a.m.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 
be made to Capuchin 
Soup Kitchen, 1820 Mt. 
Elliott, Detroit, MI 48207, 
cskdetroit.org/ways_to_
give/monetary_gifts, or 
Make-A-Wish America, 
bit.ly/3REDVHB. 

Arrangements were 
entrusted to Chas. 
Verheyden, Inc.

Maynard F. Rupp Jr. Thomas Nihem Margaret A. McLaughlin
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and creativity, merging 
her engineering back-
ground with her creative 
sense of style. Her focus 
is on details, mixing vari-
ous textures and colors 
in unconventional ways, 
resulting in one-of-a-kind 
fl oral arrangements.

Born and raised in 
Detroit, Kirkland is the 
founder and owner of 
The Velvet Touch Events. 
An engineer by trade, but 
a fl orist by choice, she is 
a self-proclaimed “fl eur-
engineer.”

“Engineering feeds my 
mind, but styling floral 
and events feeds my 
heart and soul,” Kirkland 
said. “I love to merge my 
techie/nerdy side with 
my artsy/creative side 
when I style events.”

Tickets for the lecture 

are free for members of 
the Grosse Pointe Garden 
Center and $10 for non-
members.

Now celebrating its 
75th anniversary, the 
Grosse Pointe Garden 
Center is a gardening 

resource for Grosse 
Pointe and neighboring 
communities. The non-
profit offers public lec-
tures by noted speakers; 
p r o v i d e s  M a s t e r 
Gardener and college 
horticultural scholar-
ships; manages the Trial, 
Garden, Test and Arbor 
Perennial gardens at The 
War Memorial; offers 
annual garden tours and 
workshops, among other 
gardening activities.

P r o g r a m m i n g  i s 
funded through dona-
tions, memberships and 
fundraisers. 

To become a member 
or for more information, 
visit gpgardencenter.org 
or call (313) 889-1647.

To purchase tickets to 
the Sue Abbott Lecture, 
v is i t  bi t . ly /gpgcsue
abbott2025 or scan the 
QR code.

With 10 years of suc-
cessful joint perfor-
mances through their 
Christmas on Lakeshore 
concert, The Grunyons 
and Noteworthy are pair-
ing up for their first 
spring concert together.

“Spring Sing: An eve-
ning of a capella” at 7:30 
p.m. Tuesday, May 6, at 
Crosspointe Christian 
Church, 21336 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods. 
The concert will include 
a mix of music styles 
f r o m  M o t o w n  t o 
Broadway to Bruno Mars 
and more.

Performances by these 
a capella outfi ts tend to 
sell out and a limited 
number of tickets are 

available. 
Cost is $17 in advance, 

$25 at the door, cash 
only. For tickets, visit 
eventbrite.com or scan 
the QR code.

For more information 
about Noteworthy, visit 
noteworthysings.com.

For more information 
about the Grunyons, visit 
thegrunyons.com.

Grunyons, Noteworthy 
unite for 1st spring concert

Noteworthy

The Grunyons

LECTURE:
Continued from page 5B

An example of Kirkland’s work.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Amber Velvet Kirkland will speak at The War 
Memorial Monday, May 5.
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Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

050125

Worship
     Service

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study

9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service

WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

6:30 p.m. - Worship Service
Solomon Spangler, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org

Grosse Pointe Historical 
Society President Stuart 
Grigg said. “It wasn’t in 
horrible shape, but it was 
ready to be re-envi-
sioned. So we had the 
pop-up there (in 2016) 
because people like to 
see what’s going on. We 
had a lot of traffi c that 
day.”

Enter the Connells.
“We bought it to fi x it 

up and sell it,” Connell 
said. “Then COVID hap-
pened. It was so nice hav-
ing all this space. With 
fi ve kids between the two 
of us, who are always 
coming and going — and 
if we have grandkids — 
we’re going to need the 
space.”

Wanting to share with 
others how an older 
home can be restored, 
the Connells contacted 
the society about the 
gala.

“We appreciate old 
homes,” she said. “We 
just always thought it 
would be so cool once we 
fixed it up if we could 
show people what you 
can do with an old house. 
You don’t have to gut it 
or tear it down. We want 
to show people what we 
can do to an old house to 
preserve its character, 
charm and history.”

“When we got to see it 
— it’s been eight years 
since the pop-up — when 
it was all done, we were 
gobsmacked,” Grigg 
added. “Jill is a Realtor 
and designer and Dan is 
in construction. … 
They’ve done some 
seamless and thoughtful 
renovations.

“So now the historical 
society is doing what it’s 

supposed to do — draw-
ing attention to the amaz-
ing houses that we have 
in Grosse Pointe. … This 
is another treasure 
tucked away that most of 
Grosse Pointe doesn’t 
know about, but will get 
to see.”

“Although it’s really 
large — 9,000 square feet 
— it doesn’t live large,” 
Connell noted. “It’s sur-
prisingly really cozy. It’s 
not a ton of little rooms, 
but a lot of large rooms. 
It feels really cozy and at 
the same time it’s great 
for entertaining.”

Connell said she’s 
looking forward to shar-
ing the space with gala 
guests. 

“Normally the people 
who come to these events 
appreciate the home,” 
she said. “It will be fun to 
show it to people who 
appreciate this kind of 
thing like we do.” 

The party
A sponsor preview 

party begins at 6 p.m. 
and features a pianist 
and hors d’oeuvres. 

Doors open to the pub-
lic at 7 p.m.

“There will be no tent 
this year; the homeown-
ers are welcoming guests 
into their house,” Grigg 
said. “There will be food 
in the house and the 
yard. The Kruegers last 
year were gracious 
enough to do the same — 
opened their house and 
yard — and we noticed 
it’s what people prefer.”

A speakeasy-themed 
afterglow will take place 
10 to 11 p.m. downstairs.

“The house was 
d e s i g n e d  i n  t h e 
Prohibition era, so the 
lower level had a hidden 
bar,” Grigg said. “Dan’s 
done a wonderful job of 

sprucing it up. Tickets 
are limited to 50 or 60, 
and there will be enter-
tainment and special 
cocktails.”

The gala also includes 
valet parking, open bars, 
music, classic “Hudson” 
cars on display and a 
strolling supper catered 
by 405 Hospitality Group, 
which is co-owned by 
Connell ’s son, Jay 
Cooper.

“He graduated from 
Liggett and went to culi-
nary school; he’s a chef,” 
Connell said. “He created 
this company,” with 
Matthew Monsour , 
Vincent Pucillo and 
Spencer Lukas. “They’re 
all super talented.”

Lifelong Grosse Pointe 
friends, Cooper and 
Monsour moved into an 
apartment in East 
Lansing in 2020. Their 
apar tment  became 
known by friends as the 
premier place to gather 
to enjoy the Cooper’s 
cooking and Monsour’s 
hospitality. The 405 
Hospitality Group was 
named after the apart-
ment unit where it all 
began. 

“We’re excited to be 
bringing 20-something 
chefs to entertain in a 
house one of the partners 

knows because it’s his 
home,” Grigg said. “It’s 
pretty exciting to put a 
21st century spin on it.”

The purpose
Proceeds from the gala 

benefi t the general oper-
ations of the historical 
society, which protects 
historic artifacts, shares 
Grosse Pointe history on 
its campus and website, 
and brings history to life 
through research, pro-
grams, lectures, exhibits 
and activities.

The society currently is 
in the midst of strategic 
planning.

“Thirty or 40 years ago 

we renovated the 
Provencal-Weir House, 
which ultimately led to 
the construction of the 
history center for our 
archives,” Grigg said. 
“Now we’re looking at 
what the P-W House 
needs structurally and 
f o r  p r o g r a m m i n g . 
Having funds to operate 
and support our staff is 
critical to doing our job 
in Grosse Pointe. That’s 
why we need folks to 
sponsor and attend 
events like this.”

The historical society 
doesn’t receive major 
grants nor does it have 
an endowment and relies 

largely on members, its 
annual appeal and the 
gala to operate.

“We look forward to 
entertaining guests from 
the community,” Grigg 
said. “We have amazing 
gratitude to the Connells, 
(gala chairs) Michael 
and Mary Farley, the 
sponsors and potential 
ticket buyers for their 
support. It’s going to be a 
heck of a good party.”

General admission 
tickets are $200 each. 
Sponsorship opportuni-
ties and tickets are avail-
a b l e  o n l i n e  a t 
gphistorical.org or by 
calling (313) 884-7010.

GALA:
Continued from page 1B

The rear yard features a 54-foot awning, allowing 
the homeowners to relax outdoors and stay com-
fortable in the summer sun.

Above, the expansive 
front hall will provide a 
welcoming entrance to 
gala guests. Left, the din-
ing room provides an el-
egant space for family 
meals.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF 
THE GROSSE POINTE 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

take advantage of that.”
Locally, those interested may look for 

artwork in the following Grosse Pointe 
locations:

 ◆ Pere Gabriel Richard Park, 41 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Farms — 
Vincent Van Gogh, “Self Portrait”

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public Library 
Central Branch, 10 Kercheval, Grosse 
Pointe Farms — Henri Matisse, “The 
Window”

 ◆ Provencal-Weir House, 376 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Farms — 
Antonello da Messina, “Saint Jerome in 
His Study”

 ◆ The War Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms — Henri Gervex, 
“Cafe Scene in Paris”

 ◆ Atwater in the Park, 1175 
Lakepointe, Grosse Pointe Park — Jose 
Clemente Orozco, “Mexican Pueblo”

 ◆ The Needle Pointe, 15027 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Park — Peter 
Bruegel, “The Wedding Dance”

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public Library Ewald 
Library, 15175 E. Jefferson, Grosse 
Pointe Park — Vincent Van Gogh, “Bank 
of the Oise at Auvers”

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public Library Woods 
Library, 20680 Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods — Edgar Degas, “Dancers in the 
Green Room”

 ◆ Lenahan Insurance Agency, 20535 
Mack, Grosse Pointe Woods — James 
McNeill Whistler, “Nocturne in Black 
and Gold — The Falling Rocket”

 ◆ Churchill’s Bistro & Cigar Bar, 
19271 Mack, Grosse Pointe Woods — 
Amedeo Modigliani, “A woman”

 ◆ Ghesquiere Park, 20025 Mack 
Plaza, Grosse Pointe Woods — Charles 
Henry, “The Lily Pond Eaton”

 ◆ Ghesquiere Park, 20025 Mack 
Plaza, Grosse Pointe Woods — William 
Frederick Yeames, “Staunch Friends”

 ◆ George Elworthy Field at the Rotary 
Tot Lot, 750 St. Clair, City of Grosse 
Pointe — Franz Marc, “Animals in a 
Landscape”

 ◆ Fisher Pointe Dental, 383 Fisher, 
City of Grosse Pointe — Mary Cassatt, 
“In the Garden”

INSIDE:
Continued from page 5B

The Grosse Pointe 
Community Chorus pres-
ents its “Spring Concert 
of Peace and Refl ection” 
at 3 p.m. Sunday, May 4, 
at St. Clare of Montefalco 
Catholic Church, 1401 
Whittier, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

The concert will feature 
all seven movements of 
John Rutter’s “Requiem” 
and introduce European 
works, including Gabriel 
Fauré’s “Cantique de 
Jean Racine” sung in 
French and Johannes 
Brahms’ “Sehnsucht” 
sung in German. Also 
included are American 
standards chosen for 
their messages of hope, 
grace and peace.

Tickets are $20 for 

adults, $5 for children, 
and may be purchased at 
the door. 

The Grosse Pointe 
Community Chorus starts 
i ts  fal l  season in 
September. The chorus 
rehearses 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
Tuesdays at Grosse 
Pointe North High 
School.

For more information, 
v i s i t  g rossepo in te

communitychorus.org or 
scan the QR code.

GPCC spring concert is May 4
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  eople choose pets for various reasons, including the size

certain type or breed. Cats and dogs are wildly popular pets, 
and many households even have both.

When it comes to selecting a breed of kitty or pup, certain
options seem to be more popular than others. Across the
globe, these breeds of canine and feline have recently been 
listed as top breeds, courtesy of The Cat Fancier’s Associa-
tion and Highland K-9 Training.

Dogs
Bulldog 

Most popular in the United Kingdom and growing in the 
United States, this muscular, medium-sized dog once was

-
able bulldogs into calm, loveable companion animals.

Labrador Retriever 
Whether they’re chocolate, black or yellow, labs have 

been loved for decades. Originally called the St. John’s Wa-
ter Dog, Labs originated in Newfoundland, but have since
loved their ways into homes across the globe.

German Shepherd 
The German Shepherd’s popularity shows no signs of 

waning. It’s the third-most registered breed in the United 
States and its high trainability, speed, agility, and other traits 
make it a popular family pet.

Cats
Ragdoll 

This longhaired cat with a soft, plush coat has gained pop-

in 1998, and its mellow disposition and bright blue eyes have 
made it a favorite among cat lovers.

Maine Coon
This is the largest of all pedigree cat breeds, and is con-

sidered the “gentle giant” of the feline world. Shaggy-coated 
and attractive, these cats are quite popular around the world.

Exotic
The Exotic was developed as a more easily maintained 

alternative to the Persian (also a top breed). A short, dense
coat with a variety of patterns has inspired the admiration of 
cat lovers across the globe.

P

Popular breeds enjoy the limelight Top breeds:
Bulldogs — such as 
the French Bulldog,
far left, and the 
Ragdoll cat, left,
are just two breeds 
that bring trendy 
companionship to
people and families.

JEFFERY TORRICE

(313) 881-0200

Guiness
Male, 3 years old,

Staffordshire Terrier, brown, 50lbs.
To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

BelleK ita
Female, 1 year old, Akita, 

black/white, 50 lbs.
To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

Merlin
Male, 1 year old, American Bully, 

dilute tri merle, 55lbs.

(586) 774-0090(313) 343-6494
DAN BATTJES

Female, 6 years old,
Staffordshire mix, gray, 45 lbs.

Margo
Female, 4 years old,

Pitbull Terrier mix, gray/white, 50 lbs.
To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

(313) 882-7233

(313) 881-5675

Morey
Male,2 years old, Shih tzu Terrier mix,

white/cream, 10lbs.
To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

StanleyFaith
Female, 2 years old, Pitbull Terrier

mix, gold brindle, 45 lbs.
To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

Riley
Female, 2 years old,

Pitbull Terrier, gray/white, 45 lbs.
Male, 2 years old, Yorkshire Terrier,

gold/silver, 8 lbs.

Teddy
Male, 2 years old,

Mixed breed, white/brindle, 45 lbs.
To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

(313) 332-0549
pointedesigns.com

Big Boy
Male, 2 years old, shorthair,

black
To adopt this cat

please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

To adopt this cat
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

To adopt this cat
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

AmandaClover
Female, 3 years old, Yorkshire Terrier,

gold/silver, 10 lbs.
To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

Starlight
Female, 1 year old,

shorthair, black
Female, 8 months old,
shorthair, white tabby

Elvis
Male, 2 years old, Yorkshire Terrier, 

gold/silver, 15 lbs.
To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551

SPONSORED BY:

(586) 775-2441
bobdowneyplumbing.com

(586) 775-2441
bobdowneyplumbing.com

JEFFERY TORRICE

(313) 881-0200

JEFFERY TORRICE

(313) 881-0200

(586) 415-6700 JEFFERY TORRICE

(313) 881-0200

JEFFERY TORRICE

(313) 881-0200

(313) 882-6900(586) 854-9278

Adopt Peta Every pet deserves a home.
GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY • gpaas.org

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY 
20542 Harper (at Lennon) in Harper Woods  •  (313) 884-1551  •  www.gpaas.org
It’s EASY to donate with Kroger Community Awards and at gpaas.org/donate/wishlist

OPEN HOUSE

10 AM to 12 PM

MAY 3, 17 & 31
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www.partyadventureusa.com

23400 Greater Mack, SCS  •  586-776-9750

HAVE MORE PARTIES
LIFE IS SHORT
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The Grosse Pointe 
Academy hosts its 57th 
Action Auction at 5:30 
p.m. Saturday, May 10, 
and with it provides 
attendees the chance to 
support a groundbreak-
ing initiative for stu-
dents at the storied 
school.

Proceeds from the 
Paddle Raise will sup-
port an AI innovation 
center at The Academy, 
which will bring cut-
ting-edge equipment 
and software; develop-
ment of a comprehen-
sive AI curriculum 
focused on AI literacy, 
machine learning, data 
analysis and ethics; and 
faculty training and 
development.

A former educator 
and engineer, Katie 
O’Keefe has a particu-
lar interest in AI. She 
also was raised in the 
footsteps of her father, 
Jim Anderson, a pio-
neer in the AI industry.

Anderson and his 
wife, Patti, are honor-
ary chairs of the auc-
tion.

“We’re going to plan 
a well-thought, well-
done, professional AI 
program for kids to 
come out after middle 
school ready to use AI 
to get through high 
school,  college and 
beyond,” said O’Keefe, 
who is co-chairing the 
auction with her hus-
band, Billy O’Keefe, 
and Celia and Steve 
Wade. “Funds will be 
used to purchase soft-
ware and hardware, as 
well as for curriculum 
and professional devel-
opment — including 
e t h i c s
 — because above all, 
we want them to use AI 
to solve problems that 
have never been solved, 

but still remain strong 
ethically. All of those 
are very important to 
us.”

Added Director of 
Development Emily 
Scupholm, “Our hope 
would be to give them 
the education and guid-
ance to use it properly 
and ethically, which is 
a benefit of starting 
when they’re young.”

O’Keefe noted the 
goal of the initiative is 
for students to “stay 
ahead of the curve,” in 
the rapidly growing 
world of AI. The school 
hopes to implement 
part of the initiative 
this fall.

“We can’t just jump in 
headfirst,” she said. 
“We need to do it pur-
posefully,  meaning-
ful ly ,  thoughtful ly . 
We’re not throwing 
everything at the wall 
to see what sticks.”

To bring this goal to 
fruition, The Academy 
hopes to raise $300,000 
through i ts  Paddle 
Raise, which is just a 
portion of the evening’s 

highlights. True to tra-
dition, the live auction 
touts an array of nota-
ble items.

Among the trips up 
for auction are a beach-
front getaway to Seven 
Mile Beach in the 
Cayman Is lands;  a 
Caribbean getaway to 
St. Thomas, including 
lodging at The Ritz-
Carlton Club; and a 
s e v e n - d a y  l u x u r y 
adventure  through 
Northern Italy and the 
Swiss Alps.

Experiences up for 
grabs include admis-
sion to the Country 
M u s i c  A w a r d s  i n 
Nashville and a 20-per-
son suite at Comerica 
Park, for which the 
winning bidder gets to 
choose  between a 
Detroit Tigers game or 
a  concert  by  The 
Lumineers.

An additional high-
light of the night is a 
Super Silent Auction. 
The winning bidder will 
be among the first to 
experience the A. Paul 
and Carol C. Schaap 
C e n t e r  f o r  t h e 
Performing Arts before 
it opens to the public. 
The package provides 
four guests a private, 
b e h i n d - t h e - s c e n e s 
hard-hat tour of the 
new building, followed 
by VIP access to the 
grand opening gala. 

“This is priceless,” 
O’Keefe said.  “You 
can’t get an invitation 
for that. Plus Dr. Paul 
Schaap is giving the 
tour himself.”

The evening’s raffle 
also is a can’t-miss 
opportunity. 

“We’re offering some 
absolutely stunning 
diamond hoop earrings 
that were donated to us 
f u l l y  b y  A H E E 
Jewelers,” Celia Wade 
said. “They are abso-
lutely gorgeous.”

The 18k white gold 
earrings feature 86 
round, brilliant-cut dia-
monds weighing more 
than five carats and are 
valued at  $10,000. 
Raffle tickets are $100 
each and only 200 are 
available.

A variety of more per-
sonal items will be auc-
tioned as well.

“After getting advice 
from previous chairs 
from 1987’s auction, we 
brought back the old 
tradit ion of having 

every student paint 
their own tile — a 
Pewabic-style tile — for 
sale, for each family to 
get the opportunity to 
purchase something,” 
O’Keefe said. “It’s a 
30-plus-year-old tradi-
tion where everyone 
can take home a piece 
of their children’s his-
tory.”

In  l ine  with  the 
Paddle  Raise ,  th is 
year’s auction theme 
also focuses on the 
future.

“Visually, you’ll see a 
l o t  o f  b u t t e r f l i e s 
around,” Wade said. 

“Each one is unique. 
Our theory is children 
arrive at The Grosse 
Pointe Academy in the 
3-year-old preschool 
program as sweet cater-
pillars and, through 
time at The Academy, 
in The Academy family, 
they’re in their cocoon, 
learning, doing the 
whole chrysalis trans-
formation, with the 
goal being, once they 
leave eighth grade at 
The Academy, they’re 
very unique, individual 
butterflies, flying on 
their own individual 
paths that The Academy 
h a s  h e l p e d  t h e m 
develop. We’re focus-
ing on that final state 
and helping these chil-
dren figure out their 

p a t h  a n d  b e c o m e 
unique butterflies of 
their own.”

The Academy relies 
on fundraisers like its 
Action Auction to fill 
funding gaps, as the 
independent school 
does not receive state 
or local funding.

The fun begins at 5:30 
p.m. Saturday, May 10, 
at The Grosse Pointe 
A c a d e m y  T r a c y 
Fieldhouse.

Tickets are $250 and 
include cocktails and 
hors d’oeuvres, a seated 
dinner and an after-
party featuring dancing 
and live entertainment 
from Jared Sykes.

For  t ickets ,  v is i t 
gpacademy.org/ and 
click “Auction.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

GPA Action Auction is May 10
Paddle raise proceeds benefit AI initiative

COURTESY PHOTOS

These diamond earrings 
are the featured raffl e 
prize at the Action 
Auction.

A private tour of the Schaap Center is the Super 
Silent Auction prize this year.

A beachfront getaway to Seven Mile Beach in the 
Cayman Islands is among the big-ticket auction 
items this year.

The highest bidder on this auction item will receive 
two nights at the Renaissance Nashville Hotel and 
two tickets to the Country Music Awards.

The trip to northern Italy includes private villa ac-
commodations on Lake Como, a boat tour of 
Bellagio, private tastings in the Valtellina wine re-
gion, a hands-on Italian cooking class and much 
more.

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY
Animals Available for 
Adoption at gpaas.org
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
313-884-1551 OR www.gpaas.org

Ca ll to a rra nge aCa ll to a rra nge a
Meet a nd Gre etMeet a nd Gre et

5

 MeetMeet

SHER RISHER RI

 MeetMeet

WINNIEWINNIE
Female, 1 year old,Female, 1 year old,
Shorthair, Black.Shorthair, Black.

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

Female, 5 years old, Pitbull Terrier, Female, 5 years old, Pitbull Terrier, 
Fawn, 45 lbs.Fawn, 45 lbs.
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Next Open Houses
Sat., May 3rd & May 17th

10-Noon



Dear Gabby: My sib-
ling and I have com-
p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t 
parenting styles and it’s 
causing tension at family 
gatherings. How do I 
keep the peace? — War 
in the Woods

Dear War: Parenting 
styles are personal and no 

one wants unsolicited 
advice. Stick to your own 
lane and focus on what 
works for your family.

If a specific situation 
arises — like discipline dif-
ferences at a family event 
— a simple, “Let’s just do 
what works for our own 
kids” keeps it neutral. 

And if things get tense, 

distraction is key. 
Suggest a fun activity for 
the kids so the adults can 
relax!!

We love problem-solv-
ing and giving advice! 
Please send us  your 
questions & problems to 
advice@grossepointe-
news.com.

Dear Annie
by Annie Lane

GROSSE POINTEGROSSE POINTEGabbyGabby Pointing you in Pointing you in 

the right the right 

direction with direction with 

real-life advice!real-life advice!
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If I need your advice
in the future, I’ll ask

DEAR ANNIE: After 
living in separate cities 
for most of our adult 
lives, my older sister 
moved just a couple of 
miles away from me a 
few years ago. One 
unexpected benefit of 
her being nearby is 
that  we are  of ten 
invited to join mutual 
friends and extended 
family for dinners out. 
Since I am financially 
able, I usually pick up 
the tab and do most of 
the driving, and I have 
been happy to do so.

Here is the issue: Every 
time we enter a restau-
rant, my sister rushes to 
grab the seat with the 
better view — usually the 
one facing the room or 
window — leaving me 
stuck staring at a wall. 
Every single time.

After months of this, I 
asked if we could alter-
nate seats or at least take 
turns. She did not really 
respond, and despite 

asking more than once, 
nothing has changed. At 
this point, I am begin-
ning to dread going out 
with her because this 
one-s ided dynamic 
makes me feel invisible 
and taken for granted. 
The resentment is grow-
ing, and it is starting to 
damage our relationship.

Am I overreacting? 
Should I let it go and 
accept this as one of her 
quirks, or is it time to 
stop putting myself in a 
situation that makes me 
feel small? — The 
Queen’s Jester

D E A R  Q U E E N ’ S 
JESTER: You are not 
overreacting. You’ve 
been generous with your 
time, your gas tank and 
your wallet. The least 
your sister can do is offer 
you a seat that doesn’t 
face the wallpaper.

This isn’t about who 
gets the “scenic” view; 
it’s about consideration. 

You’ve asked nicely, 
more than once, and 
she’s chosen to ignore 
you. That says a lot. Now 
it’s your turn to choose. 
Maybe let her treat you 
to dinner for once; she 
can sit wherever she 
likes while you admire 
the menu.

If someone insists on 
always having the royal 
seat, they shouldn’t 
expect you to keep play-
ing the court jester.

DEAR ANNIE: It’s 
been five years since I 
last spoke to my younger 
sister. We were never the 
picture-perfect siblings, 
but there was a time 
when we were close -- 
inside jokes, late-night 
talks, supporting each 
other through breakups 
and heartbreaks. But as 
a d u l t s ,  s o m e t h i n g 
shifted. She became 
sharp-tongued, dismis-
sive and increasingly 
hurtful. I often felt like I 

was walking on egg-
shells around her, trying 
to avoid the next jab or 
judgment.

The fi nal straw came 
during a holiday gather-
ing when she made a cut-
ting comment about my 
marriage in front of the 
whole family. I was 
stunned and humiliated. 
When I tried to talk to 
her privately afterward, 
she laughed it off like I 
was being dramatic.

That was the moment I 
realized I couldn’t keep 
putting myself in situa-
tions where I felt disre-
spected and unloved. I 
cut contact, blocked her 
number and stepped 
away from the relation-
ship entirely.

At first, I felt relief. 
There was no more dread 
before family events or 
knots in my stomach 
after our conversations. I 
finally had peace. But 
over time, that peace has 
turned into something 
more complicated. I miss 
her — who she used to 
be, or maybe who I 

hoped she’d become. 
When I see sisters laugh-
ing together or posting 
birthday tributes online, 
I feel that old ache.

Now, mutual relatives 
are nudging me to recon-
nect. “Life’s too short,” 
they say. “Family is fam-
ily.” But they didn’t see 
the way she tore me 
down. I’ve worked hard 
to heal, and I’m afraid 
that reopening this door 
could undo all of that.

How do I know if it’s 
time to try again — or if 
I’ve already made the 
right choice by walking 
away? — Still Hurting, 
Still Hoping

D E A R  S T I L L 
HURTING: You made a 
hard but necessary 
choice to protect your 
peace. That takes cour-
age. Estrangement is 
painful, but so is staying 
in a relationship that 
consistently hurts you.

People say, “Life is 
short,” but it’s also too 
short to keep putting 
yourself in the path of 
someone who doesn’t 
treat you with respect. If 
your sister has truly 
changed, rebuilding 
would require account-
ability and sincere effort 
— not just a smile at the 
next holiday dinner.

As for forgiveness, it’s 
not the same as recon-
ciliation. Forgiveness is 
something you do for 
your own heart, to let go 
of the anger and pain. It 
doesn’t mean you have 
to reopen the relation-
ship.

If you ever choose to 
reach out, do it because 
you’re ready — not 
because others think 
you should. You’ve 
worked hard to find 
peace. Don’t trade it 
away unless it’s truly 
worth it.

DEAR ANNIE: I am a 
26-year-old woman 
deeply in love with some-
one my parents can’t 
stand. He’s not what they 
envisioned for me; he’s 
rough around the edges, 
has tattoos, rides a 
motorcycle and works 
with his hands for a liv-
ing. My parents like 
clean-cut, college-edu-
cated types in suits, and 
he’s the complete oppo-
site.

Yes, he has a bit of a 
“bad boy” past. He’s 
made some mistakes in 
his younger years — got 
into trouble, partied too 
hard, even had a brush 
with the law. But that 

was years ago. Since 
then, he’s turned his life 
around. He’s steady, 
loyal, hardworking, and 
treats me with more 
respect and care than 
anyone I’ve ever dated.

Despite all that, my 
parents won’t give him a 
chance. They’re polite 
when he’s around, but I 
can tell they’re just wait-
ing for me to wake up 
and realize he’s “not 
good enough.” They con-
stantly drop hints about 
fi nding someone “more 
suitable” or “more sta-
ble,” and it’s starting to 
wear me down. I feel 
caught in the middle — 
between a man I love and 
parents I don’t want to 
disappoint.

I’m not blind to his 
fl aws, but I believe in the 
man he is now. How do I 
move forward when the 
people I ’ve always 
looked to for support 
can’t accept the person 
I’ve chosen? Am I being 
naive for thinking love is 
enough, or are my par-
ents  judg ing  h im 
unfa i r ly?  —  Torn 
Between Love and 
Loyalty 

DEAR ANNIE: It is 
hard to be in love with 
someone your parents do 
not approve of, especially 
when you have always 
valued their support. Your 
heart is clearly in this rela-
tionship, and you are try-
ing to balance love with 
family expectations.

You have acknowl-
edged your boyfriend’s 
past and seem proud of 
the man he is today. That 
matters. People grow 
and change. If he is now 
kind, respectful and 
steady, that speaks vol-
umes. Your parents may 
still be seeing who he 
was, not who he is.

Have an open, honest 
conversation with them. 
Share what you see in 
him, not to convince 
them, but to help them 
understand. If he contin-
ues to show up with 
maturity, they may come 
around.

At the end of the day, 
this is your life. Love 
does not always come in 
the package parents 
expect, but that does not 
make it any less real. 
Trust yourself and take 
things one step at a time.

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.
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Seeking peace with sisters

G R O S S E  P O I N T E  T H E AT R E  P R E S E N T S

This enchanting classic of children’s 
literature is reimagined in brilliant 
musical style by composer Lucy 

Simon and Marsha Norman, the Pulitzer 
Prize-winning playwright of ‘Night Mother. 
Orphaned in India, 11-year-old Mary 
Lennox returns to Yorkshire to live with 
her embittered, reclusive uncle Archibald 
and his disabled son Colin. The estate’s 
many wonders include a magic garden 
which beckons the children with haunting 
melodies and the “Dreamers,” spirits from 
Mary’s past who guide her through her 
new life, dramatizing The Secret Garden’s 
compelling tale of forgiveness and renewal.

h i l i f hhilildd ’’

DIRECTED BY
MICHAEL A .

GR AVAME

Performances will be held at:
Parcells Middle School

20600 Mack Ave. • GP Woods

Or call 313-881-4004
Student tickets are

$15 with code Student25
(not valid for Sunday performances)

Wednesday 
& Thursday

7:30 p.m.

Fridays & 
Saturdays
8:00 p.m. 

Sundays
2:00 p.m.

Tickets $25 to $35 at gpt.org/secret

PERFORMANCES
May 2ND-4TH & May 7TH-11TH

042425



by Anna Lizer

5 Out Of 5

After seeing what felt like 
a million Grüns ads on 
Instagram and TikTok, I 
finally caved. And some-
what surprisingly, Grüns 
Vitamin Gummies might 
just be the most delightful 
way to sneak a multivita-
min into your day since 
Flintstones.

But unlike your child-
hood chalky chewables, 
these gummies are all 
grown up, plant-based and 
packing a serious nutri-
tional punch.

With thousands of 
five-star reviews, I fig-
ured there had to be 
something legit about 
these gummies — and I 
was right. Each gummy 
is a tiny powerhouse 
packed with 60 potent 

ingredients, including 
super  greens,  whole 
fruits and veggies, adap-
togens, mushrooms, pre-
biotics and more. 

The fl avor? It’s supposed 
to be a strawberry, “sweet 
greens” fl avor. I would say 
it tastes a little odd at fi rst, 
because it’s not the grocery 

store fruit snack many of us 
are used to. My kids were 
split on whether they loved 
the taste, but all were ame-
nable to eating them with-
out issue.

The best part? These 
gummies are a total game-
changer for my family. 
Getting my teenagers to 
take vitamins used to feel 
like convincing them to fold 
laundry: impossible. But 
now? They’re actually ask-
ing for them in the morn-
ing. It’s the easiest way to 
fi ll in the gaps on those not-
so-perfect eating days 
(hello, pizza for breakfast?) 
and it’s become a no-
brainer daily habit we all 
look forward to.

E a c h  i n d i v i d u a l l y 
wrapped snack pack con-

tains eight gummy bears, 
so no more juggling bot-
tles or chasing pills with 
orange juice. Just grab a 
pouch and go. There are 
28 packs per box, so 
you’re set for the month. 
We actually ended up 
subscribing for regular 
deliveries.  

Bonus points for being 
vegan, gluten-free, dairy-
free and nut-free, with low-
sugar and sugar-free 
options, too. There’s no 
artifi cial junk, just clean, 
science-backed nutrition 
with the receipts to prove it 
— 35,000 research publi-
cations, to be exact.

Our fi nal rating is 5 out 
of 5 alligators. Your gut, 
brain and immune system 
will high-five you — and 

your taste buds won’t com-
plain either. The price is 
higher for these, around 
$1.63 a day for a four-week 
supply for two people. You 
can find them online at 
Amazon or on their own 
website, gruns.co.

We LOVE testing out 
new th ings !  Te l l  us 
about your favorite item 
or something you want 
us to try for you! Drop 
us a l ine at  media@
grossepointenews.com.

From the end of 
Prohibition (1933) until 
Robert Mondavi founded 
his Napa Valley winery 
(1966), the wines that 
most Americans con-
sumed had roughly 18 
percent alcohol and had 
brandy added to them.

Dry table wines almost 
did not exist in this 
country.

The damage that 
Prohibition did in the 
United States to the 
dry wine industry has 
been with us for more 
than a century, most 
notably in our under-
standing of wine with 
food. For the most part, 
p o s t - P r o h i b i t i o n 
Americans understood 
very little about wines 
that go with food.

So much of the wine 
w e  d r a n k  a f t e r 
Prohibition was sweet 
because technology did 
not exist to the degree it 
does today. Most wines 
were fortified. We had 
port, tokay, madeira and 
lots of other odd, generic 

sweet wines.
By 1970, dry wine was 

making a major impact 
in our culture, and the 
quality of those wines 
improved dramatically. 
In the last 50 years, our 
domestic dry wines have 
become superb. But 
sweet, fortified dessert 
wines are now an after-
thought.

Which is, frankly, too 
bad. It is defi nitely a cat-
egory of wine that needs 
to be explored, because 
properly made sweet 
wines can be an abso-
lute joy. I simply adore 
finishing a wonderful 
meal with a sip of a 
carefully made dessert 
wine.

About 50 years ago, 
Andy Quady got a similar 
notion and began making 
sweet dessert wines in the 
San Joaquin Valley. It all 
started when Sacramento 
wine merchant Darrell 
Corti told Quady, a UC 
Davis graduate, that he 
ought to make a port from 
zinfandel.

Quady did,  Corti 
stocked it and savvy con-
sumers found that the 
wine was exceptional. 
This launched Quady 
into an investigation of 
all kinds of dessert 
wines. Today, he cele-
brates 50 years in the 
business as one of the 
few dessert-wine special-
ists in this country.

Making dessert wine is 
far more complicated 
than most people realize. 
The producer must 
adhere to sound wine-
making techniques, in 
which an obvious pitfall 
is spoilage.

Quady’s wines are 
always precise and 
delightfully flavored. I 
have never tasted a 
Quady dessert wine that 
was not exemplary and 
much better than I ever 
anticipated.

His secret, among oth-
ers, is that the wines are 
always impeccably bal-
anced with great acidity, 
so the sugars are never 
out of balance.

What is fascinating 
about this project is that 
Andy seems to have an 
unending curiosity about 
how to push the enve-
lope and develop remark-
able products, most of 
which have no particular 
counterpart in the old 
world.

Take, for example, a 

wine called Electra —
four of them, actually. 
Electra Moscato is 
slightly sparkling with 
flavors of fresh peach 
and lime; a red version 
has more aromatics of 
berries; and Electra 
Black has more dark 
fruits. All of the Electra 
wines are $15.99.

Orange muscat is a 
unique grape that Andy 
uses to make a fascinat-
ing spiced white wine 
called Essensia ($23.99). 
Perhaps the most alluring 
of all of his exotic dessert 
wines is Elysium, which 
has the aroma of boysen-
berry and black cherry.

Andy, who just turned 
80, also makes two sen-
sational vermouths, 
world-class port-style 
wines and a dozen other 
exciting dessert wines. 
With production now up 
to more than 150,000 
cases per year, Quady 
wines may be found 
throughout the United 
States.

Recently, he was hon-
ored with a lifetime 
achievement award from 
the California State Fair 
C o m m e r c i a l  W i n e 
Competition.

Wine of the Week:
Vya Whisper Dry 

Vermouth ($23.99) — 
Vya is Andy Quady’s 
brand that he uses for 

unique vermouths that 
feature a proprietary 
blend of botanicals 
along with a very deli-
cate base wine that fea-
tures such appealing 
fl avors that the wine can 
be sipped all by itself. 
Some people use it in 
making traditional mar-
tinis, and others simply 

pour it over ice cubes for 
a fascinating aperitif.

To fi nd out more about 
Sonoma County resident 
Dan Berger, visit the 
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.com.
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My family has been 
getting very reliant on 
having grilled chicken 
breast, sliced up and 
ready to grab, on hand at 
all times. It’s so useful 
for quick lunches, 
healthy snacking and 
last minute dinners.

The great debate is 
how to most effectively 
marinate the meat. I tend 
to jump between dry 
rubs, wet rubs and brin-
ing depending on how 
much time I can let the 
meat sit. And what fl a-
vors most successfully 
penetrate the meat with-
out turning the texture 
too soft.

Here is what I know. 
Too much citrus juice 
and  vinegar  or “over 
marinating” will break 
down the proteins and 
turn the meat to mush. 
Not enough will leave 
you with a dried-out, 
tough result.

Salt is absolutely 
essential for fl avoring. 
It draws out the mois-
ture from the meat so 
the meat can then re-
absorb the fl avors of the 
marinade. My frustra-

tion comes when I think 
I’ve done everything 
right with flavor, salt 
and acidity levels, mari-
nated the chicken breast 
overnight only to end up 
with a flavorless out-
come. 

This week, I’m shar-
ing a great success. I’m 
not a food scientist to 
tell you why this mari-
nade worked so well but 
it did. It had salt, heat, 
sweet, acid and is based 
on several recipes for 
Peruvian grilled chicken 
with green sauce that I 
came across.

This is a wet paste 
that is rubbed onto 
chicken thighs then set 
aside for just an hour. 
Aji amarillo pepper 
paste is traditionally 
used and is fruity and 
spicy. Since I couldn’t 
fi nd it, I substituted chi-
potles in adobo sauce. 
This addition added 
such a great smokey and 
vinegary taste.

Soy sauce adds the 
needed salty, umami 
flavor. Honey mellows 
out the heat and smoke 
from the chipotle and 

lime juice brightens it 
all up. Maybe it was 
the wet paste method 
or maybe it was the 
e x t r a  f a t  o n  t h e 
chicken thighs that the 
breast doesn’t have, 
but this worked really 
well and produced ten-
der, juicy and flavorful 
chicken.

The green sauce is a 
vivacious, fl avor explo-
sion. It’s an ideal com-
plement to the smoky 
chicken. Fresh jalapeno, 
cilantro and parsley are 
blended together with 
lime juice and creamy 
greek yogurt and mayon-
naise to give you a 
creamy, spicy and tangy 
sauce.

I found myself dipping 
everything in this sauce. 

I served this over a bed 
of white rice, grilled 
lemon halves and grilled 
pita. It was a huge hit with 
my family and made for 
even better leftovers. Add 
some serious flavors to 
your next dinner with this 
easy recipe. The blender 
did most of the work!

Cheers, Mombeau

Semi-Peruvian 
Marinated Grilled 

Chicken with Green 
Sauce

2 heaping tbsp chipo-
tle in adobo sauce

1 tbsp cumin

1 tbsp oregano

Juice of 2 limes

2 tbsp soy sauce

1 tbsp honey

4 garlic cloves

¼ cup vegetable oil

2 tsp salt

1 tsp pepper

10 boneless, skinless 
chicken thighs

Place all marinade 
ingredients into a blender 
and blend until a smooth 
paste forms. Pour over 
the chicken thighs and let 
sit for at least an hour.

Grill on high heat for 
about 10 to 12 minutes 
per side or until the inter-
nal temperature reaches 
165 degrees.

Green Sauce

1 jalapeno, seeded

3 green onions

2 garl ic  c loves, 
smashed and peeled

1 cup cilantro

1 cup parsley

¼ cup mayo

¼ cup greek yogurt

Juice and zest of a lime

2 tbsp olive oil

½ tsp each salt and 
pepper

Blend all ingredients 
until smooth.

Refrigerate until ready 
to use.

Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

Quady’s dessert wines
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The great marinade debate
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MOVIE REVIEW
“Farewell Amor”
2020 - Not Rated

1 hr 35 min
★★★★✩

There have been a num-
ber of fi lms over the last 
decade or so, dealing with 
the topic of immigration. 
But they’ve largely been 
focused on illegal immi-
grants. Rare is the movie 
that deals with legal immi-
grants, and the challenges 
they face trying to assimi-
late into our country and 

culture. My grandparents 
emigrated at the begin-
ning of the last century 
from Poland, and I can’t 
imagine just how diffi cult 
it must have been for them 
to give up their lives and 
homeland to come here —
especially knowing they’d 
probably never return to 
their birthplaces. 

“Farewell Amor” is the 
debut fi lm for writer/direc-
tor Ekwa Msangi and it 
certainly portends great 
things to come. It’s a very 
polished piece of fi lmmak-
ing that I found totally 
engaging. The movie is 
loosely based on stories 
from her family and is pre-
sented in an imaginative 
way. It doesn’t hurt that 
she has three solid leads in 
her fi lm.

Additionally, the fine 
camerawork by Bruce 
Francis Cole helps deliver 
a fi lm I feel deserves wider 
recognition. 

The fi lm is the story of 
three people, separated as 
a result of the war in 
Angola. Walter (Ntare 
Guma Mbaho Mwine) left 
the country and emigrated 
to the United States where 
he found a new life as a 
cabbie in Brooklyn, New 
York. His wife Esther 
(Zainab Jah) and daughter 
Sylvia (Jayme Lawson) 
fled to Tanzania, where 
they’ve lived for the past 
seventeen years. After the 
long separation, they’re 
finally reunited at the 
beginning of the fi lm in a 
quiet, silhouetted scene at 
the airport. 

Msangi tells their tales 
in three separate but over-
lapping sections — a veri-
table triptych of a saga. 
Early on we learn that 
Walter had carried on an 
affair with Linda (Nana 
Mensah) and the couple 
actually lived together 
until recently in his small 
apartment. When Esther 
discovers mail with 
Linda’s name on it, Walter 
explains that it was prob-
ably delivered to the 
wrong address. But her 
suspicion still remains. 

The fi rst section of the 
fi lm is from Walter’s point 
of view. He’s a quiet, con-
siderate man and you can 
sense his awkwardness in 
the way he tries to recon-
nect with his wife and 
daughter. He makes a liv-
ing driving a taxi, but he’s 
just barely making ends 
meet. On the fi rst night the 
family is reunited, he pre-
pares an elaborate meal 
for them. When Esther 
wonders who taught him 
how to cook, he explains 
that people who have the 
will to learn can teach 
themselves anything.  

Sylvia is the focus of 
the second part of the 
movie. She a smart, shy 
girl who misses her 
friends back home. She 
spends a lot of her free 
time communicating with 
them via text messages. 
We learn that she loves to 
dance and when an 
opportunity to compete 
in a dance competition 
opens up, she’s all over it. 
She’s encouraged to com-
pete by a young suitor 
Devin “DJ” Jamison 
(Marcus Scribner). When 
her mother walks in on 
the couple at their apart-

ment, she’s outraged and 
scolds her daughter about 
the relationship and the 
fact that she wants to 
dance, which she consid-
ers sinful.

In the last section, 
devoted to Esther, we get 
an explanation about her 
actions and personality. 
To help her get through 
her isolation during her 
years in Tanzania, Esther 
became a  devout 
Christian. She embraced 
religion as a form of ref-
uge. When the family sits 
down to dine, Esther 
breaks into prayer and 
we can feel the awk-
wardness both Walter 
and Sylvia feel. Walter 
has embraced his new 
life in America and is 
defi nitely a modern man. 

The fi lm takes a close 
look at how a family, long 
separated by distance, 
time and cultures tries to 
heal after being reunited. 
After the initial hugging 
at the airport, they have 
to confront how they’ve 
changed and what they 
can do to move forward. 
In each section of the 
fi lm, we see some of the 
same scenes through 
each person’s perspec-
tive.  We also see differ-
ent interactions, which 
add to the rich fabric of 
the story. But the most 
meaningful time the fam-
ily spends, is in the some-
what  c lausterfobic 
confines of their small, 
one bedroom apartment. 
There, they share with us 
a feeling of optimism. 

About the only negative 
thing about the movie is 
there are a couple times 
Walter and Esther speak 
in Portuguese without any 

subtitles. Other than that 
minor nit, I thoroughly 
enjoyed this quiet, 
nuanced movie. 

Streaming on Kanopy 
(free with your library 
card) and AMC and to 
rent on Apple TV, 
Amazon, Fandango, and 
other services.

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good 
book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your 
queue, you might watch 
it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel free to email me at: 
dominmark@yahoo.com. 

Also, if you’re looking 
for more recommenda-
tions, be sure to check 
out my blog: moviejunk-
iemark.blogspot.com.

Unfortunately the wrong answer box for last week’s Universal Crossword 
puzzle was used and caused a bit of confusion among our readers. Here is the 
correct box for the 04-24-25 issue, with apologies for any inconvenience this has 
caused for all of our consistent and dedicated puzzle fans.

by Mark Domin
“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”

Movie Junkie Mark

                          PHOTOS COURTESY OF PARK PICTURES, GOOD GRAVY FILMS AND LUCKY 13 PRODUCTIONS

Left, Zainab Jah as Esther and Jayme Lawson as Sylvia share a moment 
from the movie “Farewell Amor,” written and directed by Ekwa Msangi.

Sharing tight quarters.

Esther (Zainab Jah) singing praise.

Walter played by Ntare 
Guma Mbaho Mwine.

Sylvia (Lawson) & Devin (Marcus Scribner).

Walter & Sylvia.

The fi rst look at the new digs.

Walking Tall by Guilherme Gilioli4/24

Correction

Reunited at the airport.

Take advantage of all the 
Grosse Pointe News has to offer:

Subscribe at (313) 882-6900
grossepointenews.com/subscribe

Kid Scoop
Keep on enjoying the Grose Pointe News’ weekly feature — 

KID SCOOP — chock full of fun, facts and puzzles! Along with the 
comics, it’s the kid-friendly place for Grosse Pointe’s youngest readers.

Test your skills and learn while having a fantastic time every week.

CONTEST!

The
APRIL WINNER

of a 
$25 gift card to 
CHOCOLATE 

BAR CAFE
is

Leah Peabody,
age 10, of 

Grosse Pointe Farms.

Congratulations, 
Leah!
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Contract BridgeContract Bridge
A SOPHISTICATED DEFENSE

Assume you’re East, defending 
against four hearts, and your partner 
leads a club. You cash the Q-A, South 
playing the jack on the second round. 
What would you do next?

It’s not easy to find the right play 
even if you see all four hands. How-
ever, there is no doubt about the cor-
rect move at this point if you consider 
the matter carefully. You should play 
another club at trick three! 

This might seem to be a dreadful 

play, since it has been drummed into 
every player that a defender should 
never present declarer with a ruff-
and-discard, and every thoughtful 
player sooner or later learns that 
in bridge, words like “never” and 
“always” don’t mean exactly what the 
dictionary says they mean.

In the present case, it should be fair-
ly obvious — from looking at dum-
my and taking South’s bidding into 
account — that there is no real chance 
of defeating the contract unless 
declarer has only four trumps.

You should therefore shape your 
defense to fit that circumstance. If 
you “play safe” by returning a spade, 
a heart or a diamond, declarer will 
force you to win the first, second or 
third trump lead and will easily score 
the rest of the tricks.

But if you return a club at trick three, 
intentionally giving declarer a ruff-
and-discard, he cannot make the con-
tract whatever he does. He can ruff 
in either hand and lead two rounds of 
trump — both of which you’d refuse 
to win — but he would then have no 
effective continuation. If he led a third 
trump, you would win and force him 
to ruff a club, establishing your last 
trump as the setting trick. And if he 
stopped playing trumps, you’d eventu-
ally ruff a diamond to beat the contract.

©2025 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve BeckerWeekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
Moon Alert:After 3:45 

a.m. EDT today (12:45 
a.m. PDT) there are no 
restrictions to shopping 
or important decisions. 
The Moon is in CANCER. 

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, May 1, 2025:

You’re observant, intui-
tive and nurturing. You 
rely on your instincts. 
You are also a realist. 
This is a year of service 
for you, perhaps service to 
family. Therefore, take 
good care of yourself 
because you are a 
resource. This could be a 
good time for a makeover.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
Be aware that conver-

sations with family 
members today, espe-
cially female relatives, 
might be confusing or 
subject to misinterpre-
tation. Someone might 
need a sympathetic ear 
to talk to. Whatever 
happens, make sure you 
clarify what others want 
from you. Tonight: 
Home and family.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

Today you might be in 
a dreamy state of mind 
full of fanciful illusions, 
which  seem more 
important than reality. 
Don’t worry if you spend 
time daydreaming or 
lost in a fantasy world. 
However, be aware that 
this is a poor day to 
make important deci-
sions or embark on an 
impor tan t  p ro jec t . 
Tonight: Discussions.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

I t ’s  important  to 
know that today the 
Moon is in your Money 
House, but it is chal-
lenged, which means 
your financial deci-
sions might be unwise 
or based on hopes 
rather than reality. You 
can deal with this by 
s imply  pos tponing 
financial decisions and 
delaying major pur-
chases .  Be  smart . 
Tonight: Check your 
money.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Today the Moon is in your 
sign at odds with several 
planets, which means you 
might feel more emotional 
than usual. And at the same 
time, you also might feel 
confused, especially in your 
dealings with parents, 
bosses and authority fi gures. 
Therefore, postpone impor-
tant decisions. Tread care-
fully. Tonight: You win!

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

Cut yourself some slack 
today. Don’t worry if you 
feel self-doubt or you fi nd 
yourself second-guessing 
your decisions. It’s just 
what’s happening. In fact, 
many others feel this way 
as well. Knowing this, you 
realize it’s a poor day for 
important decisions, espe-
cially about travel and legal 
matters. Tonight: Solitude.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

You might feel close to a 
friend today. Or perhaps 
you’ll admire someone in a 
club or an organization. 
Whatever the case, despite 
this warm fuzzy feeling, be 
careful about agreeing to 
anything, especially if it 
involves raising funds or 
sharing something or decid-
ing about an inheritance. 
Tonight: Friendships.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Beware of the fact that 
you are high-viz today, 
which means people notice 
you more than usual. In 
fact, there’s a strong likeli-
hood that some people will 
know personal details about 
your private life, for what-
ever reason. Tonight: 
You’re strong.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Today you want to run 
away and join the circus. 
You want to break free 
from routine, duties and 
responsibilities. If you can 
do something different, 
great. However, because 
an element of confusion is 
present, postpone impor-
tant decisions. Tonight: 
Explore and learn.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

You might fi nd yourself 
dealing with taxes, debt, 
shared property, insur-
ance issues or inheri-
tances — stuff like that. If 
this is the case, be care-
ful, because an element 
of confusion is present. 
You might not have all 
the facts. Someone might 
even give you the wrong 
information. (Innocently 
or otherwise.) Tonight: 
Check your fi nances.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

This is a tricky day 
because in one way, you 
are best served by going 
more than with halfway 
when dealing with others. 
You need to cooperate. 
However, the tricky part is 
that communications are 
confused, especially with 
family members or home 
repairs. Be aware of this. 
Tonight: Cooperate.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Today you might be 
interested in learning 
more about mystical 
information or supernat-
ural phenomena. The 
unusual will intrigue you 
(which is actually not 
surprising). You’ll notice 
that your sensitivity to 
your immediate environ-
ment and your daily sur-
roundings is finely 
tuned. Tonight: Get 
organized.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

Be careful, because 
although you might 
have some imaginative 
ideas today, especially 
about how to make 
money or find a new 
job, this is a very shaky 
day for fi nancial deci-
sions. Write down your 
clever ideas and review 
them tomorrow. Don’t 
go overboard shopping! 
Tonight: Socialize!

BORN TODAY
Singer, actor Tim 

McGraw (1967), film-
maker Wes Anderson 
(1969), actor Jamie 
Dornan (1982).
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© 2025 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 4/24 Solution

Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

5/1

Universal Crossword

© 2025 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Stainberg May 1, 2025

4/24 Solution

Split a Meal by Drew Schmenner5/1

ACROSS
  1 “Wait a ___!”
  4 “Dancing 

Queen” 
quartet

  8 Grab with 
force

 13 
 14 Authentic
 15 Computer 

 

 16 

 

 18 Thick coin  

 

 19 Ancient 

 20 Score that 

overtime
 21 

 22  
feature 

 24 Sign  
prohibiting 

 

 28 
 29 

 30 
an anagram 

 31 

 32 
 33 Breath  

 34 

a theme hint
 38  

the tab

 39 
 40 Coffee  

 41 

 42 Sob
 43  

counterpart
 44 

 46 

___ : kitchen 

 50 
 51 
 52 Where to 

 53 

 56 

 58  

 59 

 60 “Thx”  
counterpart

 61 
 62 What a 

 63 
DOWN
  1  

  2  
requiring 

  3 

  4 “We ___  

  5 

  6 Where to 

  7 ___ vera
  8  

  9 
park

 10 
 11 

Kravitz
 12 

 15 About to be 

 17 

 23 Lab coat 
concern?

 24 
a crook

 25 

 26 
 27  

 29 

 31 Come to be
 33 

 34 

 35 Not giving 

 36 

 37 

 38 Encouraging 
touch

 42 ___ Suffrage 
Movement

 43 

 45  

 46  

 47 
 48 Submit 

 49 

 51 Dutch 

 53 

 54 Name  

nut”
 55 

“brow”
 57 ___TV

5/1

DOWN
  1  

  2  
requiring 

  3 

  4 “We ___  

  5 

Weekly   ChallengeWeekly   Challenge
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Wumo                                     Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler

Carpe Diem                                                          Niklas Eriksson

Andy Capp                                                                                        Reg Smythe

Flying McCoys     Glenn McCoy
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B.C.                                                                     Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Crankshaft                                                   Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
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Scott Ketchum, Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton

“boy, they sure don’t make things the way they used 

to! mr. wilson said i’ve worn out my welcome.”

Dennis the Menace                        Hank Ketchum,

Mother Goose and Grim                                           Mike Peters

Beetle Bailey                               Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker
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Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John ReinerThe Lockhorns

“excuse me . . . how much complaining do we
have to do to get a free dessert?”

Bizarro     Dan Piraro and Wayno

Reality Check      Dave Whamond

thursday    Comics
          Peanuts                                                                                                                   Charles M. Schulz
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Blondie                                                                Chris and Dean Young
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Family Circus                              Bill and Jeff Keane

“What’s God gonna do with
all that money?”

©2025 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

  Ziggy                      Tom Wilson

Over The Hedge                                        Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus                                                                             Tony Carrilo

Wizard of Id        Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni
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Hagar The Horrible                                                     Dik Browne and Chris Browne
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“That’s the rule. You Slobber on 

it, you bought it.”

Popeye                                                                  Bud Sagendorf

popeye.com

Crock                                          Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

thursday  Comics

 Close To Home        John McPherson

“Seriously?! We locked ourselves out of 
the space station? Wait! There’s 

 hide-a-key rock right in front of you!”

Garfield                                                                                                                             Jim Davis

Marmaduke                   Paul & Brad Anderson
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Teachers work hard. They also 
make learning fun, listen when 
students are having problems 
and sometimes even take care 
of scraped knees and elbows.

What does your teacher 
do for you and your 
classmates?

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

Standards Link: Social Studies: Discover jobs and careers in our community.

The National PTA celebrates 
Teacher Appreciation Week 
with a theme each year. Use 
the code to discover this 
year’s theme!

Board Boo-Boos

Teachers Care

Students decorated this white board for Teacher Appreciation Week,
but they made a few mistakes. Can you fix their spelling errors?

Decorate this ‘We Appreciate YOU!’ award 
for your teacher!

Teach
Listen
Smile
Dry tears
Comfort
Help Solve Problems

Clean
Make jokes
Talks
Friendship
Hugs

Teacher 
Appreciation 

Ad

Standards Link: Use the 
newspaper to locate 

information.

Cut out pictures and 
words from the 

newspaper to create an 
advertisement thanking 
your teacher for their 

good work. Paste them 
on another sheet of 

paper to make a 
collage.

Draw your teacher 
at this desk.

= C

= E

= F

= G

= H

= I

= R

= B = O

= S

= T

= U

= W

= Y

= A = L

I appreciate 
my teacher 
because …
Finish this sentence. 

Add a few more sentences!

The noun appreciation
means a feeling of thanks.

APPRECIATION

Try to use the word 
appreciation in a sentence 

today when talking with your 
friends and family members.

I feel appreciation for my 
awesome teacher!

This week’s word:

Standards Link: Find 
similarities and differences 
in common objects.

Teacher, 
Teacher
Can you find at 
least 10 differences 
between these twin 
teacher pictures?

Have a friend or 
family member try. 
Did they find any 
differences you 
missed?

Pretend you have $500 to spend on a gift for 
your teacher. Look through the newspaper to 
find out what you could buy. Can you find 
items that add up to exactly $500?
Standards Link: Calculate sums to a particular amount.

Shopping Trip

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
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AWARD
CARE
COMFORT
DESK
DRAW
FIX
FUN
HELP
LISTEN
PAPER
SMILE
TALKS
TEACHER
THEME
WORK

ANSWER: Because he was 
the teacher’s pet.

The National PTA celebrates 
Teacher Appreciation Week 
with a theme each year. Use Decor

This year, Teacher Appreciation 
Week starts on another special day: 

Cinco de Mayo!

On Cinco de Mayo, it’s fun to break 
open a piñata filled wth treats. 

Look closely to find the piñata below 
that is different than all the others.

Your Neighborhood
It’s what’s most important to you, to your 

kids, to your family. It’s easy to stay on top 
of what is happening around you with the Subscribing is easy. 

Call 313.343.5578
or visit grossepointenews.com

$4 50 Annual subscription, 
delivered weekly with 
24/7 online access

05
01

25
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Athlete Of The Week Proudly Sponsored By:

313-822-6633
WWW.EXPERTHEATCOOL.COMEXPERTHEATCOOL

WWW.HEATCRAFTINC.COM

A H E E . J U L I E @ G M A I L . C O M   |   3 1 3 - 3 0 0 - 9 5 2 4

I’m Proud to be 
YOUR LOCAL Agent

Buying or Selling?
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Friday, April 25, for-
mer Grosse Pointe 
South Blue Devil and 
University of Michigan 
c o r n e r b a c k  W i l l 
Johnson realized a life-
long dream when the 
Ar i zona  Card ina l s 
selected him with the 
47th overall pick in the 
second round of the 
2025 NFL Draft. 

“We were  rea l ly 
excited to pick Will 

t h e r e , ”  A r i z o n a 
Cardinals general man-
ager Monti Ossenfort 
said during a post-draft 
press conference. “He’s 
a guy we did a lot of 
work on and had been 
watching him for a cou-
ple of years. He played 
in a great conference in 
the Big Ten and went up 
against some really 
good receivers.”

Throughout much of 
the pre-draft process, 
Johnson was widely 
considered to be one of 

the top defensive backs 
in the entire draft and 
an expected fi rst-round 
pick. However, injuries 
during his college career 
at Michigan and reports 
in the days before the 
draft about a potential 
knee injury could have 
been contributing fac-
tors in Johnson not 
being selected until the 
second round.

“We did the same pro-
cess we do with all the 
prospects, and it’s an 
extensive process, and 

(we) ended up good 
with Will,” Oseenfort 
said about Johnson’s 
health. “... I know we’re 
going to get a very moti-
vated Will to come in 
here ready to compete 
and earn a spot.”

Johnson was a two-
time All-American dur-
ing his time with the 
Wolverines, being fi rst 
team All-American in 
2023 and second team 
in 2024. He was also a 
two-time All-Big Ten 
se lec t ion .  Johnson 
received the honor of 
being the Defensive 
MVP of the 2023 College 
F o o t b a l l  P l a y o f f 
National Championship 
Game, helping Michigan 
defeat the Washington 
Huskies to win the 
school’s first national 
championship in over 
two decades. 

He had nine career 
interceptions in 32 
games for Michigan and 
had three interceptions 
returned for touch-
downs, setting a school 
record. Two of those 
interceptions returned 
for touchdowns came in 
the 2024 season, one 
against Fresno State 
and the other against 
Southern California. 
Johnson only played in 
six games for the 
Wolverines in 2024, tal-

lying three pass break-
ups and 14 total tackles. 

Whi le  a t  Grosse 
Pointe South, Johnson 
was widely regarded as 
the top recruit in the 
state of Michigan for the 
class of 2022. He was 
named All-State by sev-
eral  organizat ions, 
including the Michigan 
High School Football 
Coaches Association.

“ E l i t e  c o v e r a g e 

instincts,” Cardinals 
head coach Jonathan 
Gannon said about 
Johnson’s abilities. “(I) 
really like his ability to 
play the ball. He’s long 
and a bigger guy. Very 
smart and very instinc-
tive. … He played in 
multiple systems, and 
both of those were NFL-
made systems. … This 
guy is as smart as they 
come.”

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Former Blue Devil Johnson picked by 
Arizona in second round of NFL Draft

COURTESY PHOTO

Johnson, center, attends the 2025 NFL Draft with fa-
ther Deon Johnson, left, and mother Kafi  Kumasi.

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN ATHLETICS

Grosse Pointe South alumni and former University of Michigan cornerback 
Will Johnson was selected 47th overall by the Arizona Cardinals in the 2025 
NFL Draft last Friday, April 25.

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 

People might say being 
a goalie in lacrosse is per-
haps one of the least 
desirable positions to 
play in all of sports. 
However, those who are 
brave enough to take on 
the position show their 
toughness and pride in 
the goal crease, just like 
Lucas Valice from Grosse 
Pointe South varsity boys 
lacrosse. 

The senior goaltender 
for the Blue Devils has 
grown over the years into 
one of the best goalies in 
the state, proven by his 
third team All-State selec-
tion by the Michigan 
High School Lacrosse 
Coaches Association in 
2024. Valice’s journey to 
becoming a great goalie, 
however, started mostly 
by chance.

“Every kid I was friends 
with started playing, so it 
was just sort of natural 
wanting to join my 
friends,” he said. “I 

started playing attack for 
the first few years. My 
friend broke his leg and 
he was the goalie, so I 
sort of just fi lled in for a 
second and ended up 
starting over him when 

he came 
back.”

Valice is 
trying to 
continue 
last year’s 
s u c c e s s 
this sea-
son with 
hopes of 
having his 
name on 
the All-
State list 
again and 
h e l p i n g 
S o u t h 
make a 
deep run 

in the playoffs. He is 
showing no signs of slow-
ing down, saving 65 per-
cent of shots he has faced 
and allowing only 6.1 
goals per game. 

Valice’s performance 

often speaks for itself, but 
he knows everything is 
still about the team. The 
biggest thing that has 
stood out to him this sea-
son is the quality of com-
munication among the 
defense, combining to 
create a diffi cult back line 
for South’s opponents to 
break through.

“Everyone this year has 
been incredible at talking 
and communicating,” 
Valice said. “... We’ve had 
a great, cohesive group of 
d e f e n s e m e n .  … 
Everyone’s a lot more 
connected and it’s work-
ing out great.”

Communication is key 
in most sports and for 
Valice to have solid com-
munication with his 
defense from back in the 
goal crease is something 
that can give South a 
major advantage. It can 
help Valice not have to 
face as many shots to 
begin with, but when he 
does, he remembers how 
comfortable he has 
become in net by facing 

shot after shot over the 
years.

“My 313 Lacrosse head 
coach was a goalie, so he 

took me through the 
basics,” Valice said. 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Valice provides toughness, 
consistency in net for South lacrosse

ATH ETE

Lucas ValiceLucas Valice

Sponsored by Expert Heating & Cooling

School: Grosse Pointe South
Sport: Lacrosse

COURTESY PHOTO

Lucas Valice has been a solid presence in net this 
season for South boys lacrosse, saving 65-percent of 
shots that he has faced.

See ATHLETE, page 2D

The Wall
•  Saved 65% of shots faced this season for 

South boys lacrosse

•  Allowing average of just 6.1 goals per game

•  Named Third Team All-State in 2024
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739 CLAIRE POINTE
ST CLAIR SHORES 

SOLD - BUYERS AGENT

21820 STATLER
ST CLAIR SHORES 

PROUDLY SERVING ALL OF GROSSE POINTE & 
SURROUNDING WATERFRONT COMMUNITIES

Your Lake St. Clair Realtor®

19708 AVALON
ST CLAIR SHORES 

SOLD - LISTING AGENT PENDING - LISTING AGENT
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Council adopted the 
following zoning ordinance amendment at its meeting held on 
Monday, April 28, 2025.  The zoning ordinance amendment was 
adopted in accordance with the City Charter and will become effective 
May 8, 2025, and is hereby published by title:

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
OF THE CITY OF GROSSE POINTE WOODS, CHAPTER 50 
– ZONING; PROVIDING A DEFINITION OF SHORT-TERM 
RENTALS AND REGULATING SHORT-TERM RENTALS.

The ordinance is available for public inspection or purchase from the 

through Friday, or www.gpwmi.us.

 Paul Antolin
 

T h e  U n i v e r s i t y 
Liggett School varsity 
boys lacrosse team 
probably could not 
have asked for a better 
first month of the sea-
son than it had through 
much of April. The 
Knights have started 
with a  6-1  record 
through their  f irst 
seven games and have 
found themselves able 
to win games in a vari-

ety of ways.
Some of those wins 

have been in high-scor-
ing games where the 
Knights seemed to have 
little trouble finding the 
back of the net, with 
the biggest example 
being their 21-0 win 
over Detroit Cass Tech 
Tuesday, April 22. The 
shutout win is even 
more of a testament to 
how ba lanced  the 
Knights have been so 
far. Offensive firepower 
was one thing Liggett 

knew it would have 
before  the  season 
began, but the team 
was not expecting to be 
so solid defensively as 
well. 

‘“In the pre-season, I 
thought that we would 
be very strong offen-
sively and on defense 
we would have to play 
catch-up,” Liggett boys 
lacrosse coach Mike 
Costanzo said. “But it’s 
been the other way 
around. Our defense 
has been really solid. … 
I’ve been happy and 
surprised with the 
defensive effort so far.”

The Knights followed 
up the shutout win over 
Cass Tech with a 13-5 
victory over Grosse Ile 
Wednesday, April 23. 
The  Kn ights  then 
proved to be solid 
defensively once more 
in a crosstown rivalry 
matchup against Grosse 
Pointe North Saturday, 
April 26, which Liggett 
won 11-1. 

While the defensive 
effort has been led by 
some strong play on the 
back line, especially 
f rom goa l i e  Ryan 
Cordaro, the Knights’ 
strength on the attack 
also has had plenty of 
strong contributors. 
Mac Costanzo, who has 
scored ten goals, has 
shown impressive per-
formance as a fresh-
man, and veteran Luke 
Slanec has tallied 11 
goals so far this season. 
Perhaps the biggest 
standout on the offen-
sive side has been lead-
ing scorer Nick Gould, 
who has found the back 

of the net 32 times.
“He’s kind of shown 

the way for the rest of 
the team and is sort of 
pacing us offensively,” 
Costanzo said about 
Gould. “... He’s just 
been a real strong 
player and the funny 
thing is that I think he 
can do a lot more. A lot 
is expected of him and 
he’s delivered and I 
think there’s  even 
another level he could 
reach.”

Whi le  there  has 
seemed to be plenty 

going right for the 
Knights as they navi-
gate the season, there 
still are plenty of things 
the team knows it can 
work on. The offense 
has been clicking in 
most games, but the 
Knights want to see the 
contributions coming 
from more than just the 
attack.

“We’ve got to score, 
especially from the 
midfield,” Costanzo 
said. “We need more 
production from our 
top midfielders. … Also, 

basic stuff like catching 
and throwing and fun-
damental stuff that I 
think has hurt us, even 
though we’ve  won 
games, we might have 
won by more if we just 
had our fundamentals 
dialed in a bit more.”

The Knights hosted 
Ann Arbor  Father 
Gabriel Richard after 
press time Tuesday, 
April 29. They take the 
field again Thursday, 
May 1, going on the 
road to face Bishop 
Foley.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Liggett boys lacrosse piling up 
wins as season continues

Freshman Mac Costanzo has stepped into a major 
role with Liggett boys lacrosse right away, scoring 
10 goals so far this season.

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Junior Luke Slanec, pictured during a game against Royal Oak, has been one of 
the Knights’ leading scorers this season wih 11 goals.

“Everything else is just 
getting reps over years 
and years of shots. You 
fi gure out your own way 
of doing it and your own 
stance. It’s really just 
whatever works for you 
that’s kind of the best. 
Over time, you just hone 
it by seeing a crazy 
amount of shots.”

Returning to the basics 
is never a bad thing and 
is something Valice tries 
often to work on. He 
would not describe him-
self as the perfect funda-
mental goalie,  but 
perhaps that is part of 
what makes him the 
goalie he is. Valice puts in 
plenty of work through-

out the season wanting to 
be at the top of his game, 
with his main focus this 
season on consistency 
and knowing where he 
needs to be at all times.

“I’m trying to get more 
consistent with my move-
ments and be more effi -
cient,” he said. “I don’t 
play a very technical 
style, so I’m just working 
on getting better at the 
basic fundamentals and 

clearing (the ball) too.”
Perhaps what makes 

Valice a valuable asset 
for South lacrosse and a 
strong teammate is the 
pure enthusiasm he has 
for playing as a goalie. 
He might have been put 
in the position by chance 
many years ago, but he 
has fully embraced the 
importance of the role 
and knowing in every 
game the Blue Devils 
win, he will play a big 
part.

“I really like the idea of 
affecting every part of 
the game,” Valice said. 
“You’re not scoring 
goals, but you could theo-
retically carry your team 
to a win no matter what. 
It doesn’t always happen, 
but it’s a neat idea. Every 
save is so exhilarating.”

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D

COURTESY PHOTO

Valice was named Third Team All-State as a goalie by the Michigan High 
School Lacrosse Coaches Association in 2024.

‘I really like the 
idea of affecting 
every part of the 
game’
LUCAS VALICE, SENIOR,
GP SOUTH VARSITY BOYS 
LACROSSE

Submit your
nominee today!

ATHLETE
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Proposed 2025-2026 City Budget

The City Council of the City of Grosse Pointe Farms will hold 
a Public Hearing on the proposed 2025-2026 City Budget, 
at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, May 12, 2025 in the City Hall at  
90 Kerby Road, or as otherwise posted at the City website at:  
www.grossepointefarms.org.
The property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to 
support the proposed budget will be a subject of the 
Public Hearing.

the City’s website.
The following is a summary of the proposed Budget:

GENERAL FUND
ESTIMATED REQUIREMENTS

Contingency   50,000

Total

Fund Balance Appropriation   200,000

Total

Public comments, oral or written, are welcome at the  
Public Hearing on the proposed City Budget.

G.P.N.: 05/01/2025

The fi rst month of the 
high school varsity base-
ball season has ended 
and teams are reaching 
the heart of their regular-
season schedules. As the 
games and action con-
tinue for Grosse Pointe 
South, University Liggett 
School and Grosse Pointe 
North, all three teams are 
looking to build momen-
tum as the calendar fl ips 
to May.

Grosse Pointe South
The Blue Devils contin-

ued to prove they are one 
of the hottest teams in 
the state. South com-
pleted another MAC 
White Division series 
sweep last week, taking 
all three games against 
St. Clair. 

Wednesday, April 23, 
South shut out the Saints 
6-0 thanks to a complete-
game performance from 
Charlie Michelotti on the 
mound. The sophomore 
threw all seven innings 
and allowed only four 
hits while tallying seven 
strikeouts. South fin-
ished the three-game 
sweep Thursday, April 
24, with an 11-1 win that 
included three RBIs each 
from Dane Lezotte and 
Alex Dilodovico, along 
with two by Henry 
Domzalski. 

South hosted a couple 
of non-league opponents 
Saturday, April 26. The 
fi rst game of the day was 
another shutout win for 
the Blue Devils, taking 
down Detroit Edison 7-0. 
The Blue Devils were led 
by a shut-down perfor-
mance on the mound, 
this time by senior Griffi n 
Szatkiewski, who went 
all seven innings and sur-
rendered just one hit.

South’s second game 
Saturday was a matchup 
with Detroit Western 
International. The Blue 
Devils won 8-3, with 

Adam Czarnik bringing 
in a pair of runs with his 
bat. Drew Hess got the 
win as South got another 
complete-game perfor-
mance from its pitching. 
The sophomore threw 
seven innings with seven 
hits and three earned 
runs. 

South’s winning streak 
came to an end Monday, 
April 28, in the fi rst game 
of a three-game MAC 
White series against 
Anchor Bay. The Blue 
Devils fought hard on the 
road and lost by the slim-
mest of margins 1-0 in 
extra innings. 

Anchor Bay’s game-
winning lone run came in 
the eighth inning on a 
sacrifi ce fl y. Despite the 
loss, it was still a strong 

day on the mound for 
junior Jack Danielewicz, 
who pitched over seven 
innings and had 11 
strikeouts. 

The Blue Devils hosted 
Anchor Bay after press 
time Wednesday, April 
30. The two teams fi nish 
their three-game series at 
Anchor Bay Thursday, 
May 1. 

University Liggett
The Knights started 

last week on a positive 
note by picking up a 4-1 
win over Cranbrook-
Kingswood at home 
Wednesday, April 23. 
Andrew Johnson helped 
lead the way for Liggett 
in the win with a pair of 
RBIs, while Kanaan 
Taylor got the win on the 

mound by pitching fi ve 
innings and allowing just 
one run on two hits with 
seven strikeouts. 

Liggett then moved on 
to a weekend double-
header at home against 
University of Detroit 
Jesuit Saturday, April 26. 
The Knights and Cubs 
split the doubleheader, 
with U of D Jesuit taking 
the fi rst game in a shut-
out 4-0. 

The Knights bounced 
back in Game Two last 
Saturday, taking down 
the Cubs 4-3. The game 
came down to the wire 
and, with Liggett trailing 
by one in the bottom of 
the seventh inning, Ben 
Wehrmann was the hero 
with a two-RBI single to 
bring in the tying and 

game-winning runs for 
the Knights. 

The momentum from 
the walk-off win to end 
Saturday’s doubleheader 
seemed to carry over into 
Liggett’s next game when 
i t  hos ted  Merr i t t 
Academy Monday, April 
28. The Knights were 
dominant, earning a 16-1 
win in just three innings. 
Johnson again was one 
of the sparks on offense 
for Liggett, bringing in 
fi ve RBIs with two home 
runs in the game. Javion 
Gray also had a banner 
game with three RBIs. 

Liggett visited cross-
town foe Grosse Pointe 
North for a doubleheader 
after press time Tuesday, 
April 29. The Knights 
take the major league 
field Friday, May 2, 
against crosstown oppo-
nent Grosse Pointe South 
at Comerica Park, with 
fi rst pitch scheduled for 4 
p.m.

Grosse Pointe North
The Norsemen seem to 

be trying to find their 
footing as the fi rst month 
of the season draws to an 
end. There were more 
tallies added to the loss 
column for North last 
week, but the team was 
able to fi nd one victory in 
its most recent matchup. 

North was swept by 
Utica in a MAC White 
Division series last week. 
The team lost the first 
game Monday, April 21, 
5-1. In the second game 
of the series Wednesday, 
April 23, the Norsemen 
suffered a heartbreaking 
2-1 loss in a game that 
ended on a walk-off for 
the Chieftains. Even in 
the loss, Brandon Keyes 
still had a strong game on 
the mound with nine 
strikeouts over six 
innings. 

T h e  N o r s e m e n 
dropped the fi nal game 
of the series Thursday, 
April 24, losing 13-4. 
They then played a pair 
of games over the week-
end Saturday, April 26, 
the first being an 11-7 
loss against Detroit 
Western International. 
Senior captain Trevor 
Lipscomb had three 
RBIs and Charlie Rocho 
had two for North in the 
loss. 

North also lost its sec-
ond game last Saturday 
when it faced Detroit 
Edison. The Norsemen 
fell 8-2, with Deshawn 
Edwards bringing in both 
of North’s runs with a 
two-run home run in the 
third inning. 

North got back in the 
win column Monday, 
April 28, in the fi rst game 
of a three-game MAC 
series against L’Anse 
Creuse North. The 
Norsemen won 3-1, with 
Edwards getting the win 
on the bump and tallying 
10 strikeouts through six 
innings. 

The Norsemen hosted 
a doubleheader against 
University Liggett after 
press time Tuesday, April 
29. The team fi nishes its 
series against L’Anse 
Creuse North on the road 
Thursday, May 1. 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Baseball teams hit their stride, 
fight for wins in heart of spring

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

After being swept in a three-game MAC White Division series against Utica last week, Grosse Pointe North 
baseball earned a division win with a 3-1 victory over L’Anse Creuse North Monday, April 28.

South girls lacrosse
wins big over North

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Grosse Pointe South varsity girls lacrosse earned a dominant rivalry win 21-5 over Grosse Pointe North 
last Thursday, April 24. Junior Lyla Hampton, above, scored 10 goals for South in the win.
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L
ast week, 
the Grosse 
Pointe News 
and the NFL 
allowed me 
the privilege 

of traveling to Green 
Bay, Wis., to report on 
the 2025 NFL Draft, as 
there were strong con-
nections between this 
year’s draft and the 
Grosse Pointe area, 
namely with former 
Grosse Pointe South 
football player Will 
Johnson being among 
the fi eld of prospects. It 
was my fi rst time report-
ing on an NFL Draft (I at-
tended the draft last year 
in Detroit, but just as a 
fan) and only my second 
time in the state of 
Wisconsin. It only felt ap-
propriate to share some 
of my experiences from 
the draft and my time in 
America’s Dairyland. 

Most football fans 
know Green Bay is the 
smallest city to be the 
home of an NFL team. 
The population is just 
over 100,000 and, from 
being there, it seems 
pretty clear that whether 
it’s the draft or the Green 
Bay Packers, football is 
the main attraction of 
the city. Everything 
you’ve heard about 

Lambeau Field basically 
being located in the mid-
dle of a suburban neigh-
borhood is true, as you 
pretty much drive 
through streets of 
houses until you sud-
denly end up at an NFL 
stadium. 

This made for a unique 
draft experience. Some 
of you might have seen 
from viral videos online 
that Green Bay locals 
were selling parking 
spots in their driveways 
or on their lawns for fans 
to park for the draft, 
with some even offering 
patrons access to their 
houses to use the bath-
room. This certainly was 
true as almost every 
house within a mile or 
more of Lambeau Field 
and the draft had a park-
ing sign outside. 

It was a sign of 
Midwestern hospitality 
that one would only 
expect from a place like 
Wisconsin and I have to 
say pretty much every 
local person I met 
around the draft was 
v e r y  w e l c o m i n g . 
However, since they are 
Packers fans and I’m a 
Lions fan, it doesn’t 
mean I have to like them. 

I could say the same 
about most of the other 
media members I met 
throughout my two 
nights in the packed 
media area inside the 
convention center, right 
next to the draft stage. I 
had a great time getting 
to know other media 
members from different 
markets around the 
country and talking 

about football with them. 
While the draft stage 

and most of the fanfare 
were centered around 
Lambeau Field and the 
stadium parking lot, it’s 
safe to say the NFL did 
the best it could with 
what it had. It was not 
like Detroit or other big 
cities that have hosted 
the draft, where there is 
a big downtown area to 
explore around the fes-
tivities, but being in the 
shadow of Lambeau 
Field gave me more of 
the feeling that every-
thing about this draft 
was purely centered 

around football. 
Of course, one of the 

things I was most excited 
about when it came to 
spending the better part 
of a week in Wisconsin 
was the food. I was stay-
ing in Appleton, about 30 
minutes south of Green 
Bay, so most of my meals 
were eaten there. While 
there might not be much 
to do in a small city like 
Appleton, if you some-
how fi nd yourself there, 
just know you will never 
go hungry. 

My fi rst night there, I 
had a delicious burger 
from Tanner’s Grill and 

Bar and washed it down 
with a pint of Spotted 
C o w ,  a  f a m o u s 
Wisconsin beer, which 
turned out to be nothing 
too special. When you go 
to Wisconsin, you have 
to get cheese curds and 
the ones I had during 
lunch at Stone Arch 
Brewpub in Appleton 
were probably the best 
I ’ l l  e v e r  h a v e . 
Unfor tunate ly ,  the 
C u l v e r ’ s  h e r e  i n 
Michigan I go to when-
ever I have a craving for 
cheese curds will never 
be able to compare. 

I had a lot of questions 

about whether Green 
Bay was the right place 
to host such a big event 
like the NFL Draft and I 
have to admit I was 
slightly disappointed 
going into it that my fi rst 
time covering something 
like this had to be there. 
While there may not be 
much appeal to the area 
for most people outside 
of football fans, nobody 
does an event like this 
like the NFL. The league 
was able to make it a 
spectacle even in its 
smallest city and I would 
not trade my experience 
last week for anything.

Football, cheese and cheeseheads: 
Adventures in Wisconsin for the NFL Draft

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Green Bay’s Lambeau Field set up for the 2025 NFL Draft Red Carpet last Thursday, April 24. 

I  S AY  — S P O R T S  E D I T I O N  By Mike Adzima

Classified Advertising 
AD OF THEOF THTHEHE WEWEEEEKEK
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De-cluttering & Organizing
Your Home!

CLOSETS • BASEMENTS • WHOLE HOUSE

We’ll organize your paper clutter,
home information, notebooks,

medical journals, memory albums.

Becky Schlaff • (313)580-2528
schlaffb@comcast.net

Susan Mason • (313)910-9705
rwmason@comcast.net

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required.
We accept credit cards, cash  
and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WORD ADS:
35 words for $25.00;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP
We reserve the right to classify
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves 
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CORRECTIONS
AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified
advertising errors is limited to either 
a cancellation of the charge or a 
re-run of the portion of the error. 
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue. 
We assume no responsibility for the
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M. 

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 4 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS 103 ATTORNEYS/ LEGAL

119 TRANSPORTATION /
TRAVEL

586-267-5941

AIRPORT
SHUTTLE!

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL
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803 CONDOS / APTS / FLATS

OPEN SUNDAY
1- 4

172 WINDWOOD
POINTE

UPPER CONDO
Jefferson/
9 1/2 Mile

Sunny, spacious,
2,154 sq. ft.

2 bedrooms, 2 1/2
baths, family/ third

bedroom, great
closets, laundry,

enclosed sundeck,
attached garage,

unfinished
basement.
$365,000.
By owner

NO brokers please.
(313)410-0154

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

BEAUTIFUL
fully furnished
one bedroom
apartment on

Windmill Pointe.
Private entrance,
private parking,

pool and
lake privileges.

All utilities included.
$1,995 a month.
 (313)701-7993

720 ROOMS FOR RENT

HARPER WOODS
1 room for rent, ac-

cess to entire
house, laundry

facilities, appliances
and more. $400.
(989)965-6513

Property For Rent

907 BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
Basement

Waterproofing
313-886-8088
911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
Masonry • Tuckpointing

Porches • Walkways
313-886-8088

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

KITCHEN & BATH
RENOVATIONS

Fast turnaround on
custom cabinetry

and built- ins.
Handyman services

available.
 Woods Building

David Kien
(313)882-8069

Licensed & Insured

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

SAFE STEP
North America's
#1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive

lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line
installation and

service.
Now featuring our

FREE shower
package and

$1,600 Off for a
limited time!
Call today!

Financing available.
Call Safe Step

1(855)861-4501

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling
Unwanted Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean Outs
•Basement/

  Garage Clean Out
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166
929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER • WINDOW
CLEANING

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

941 HOARDING

BACKGROUND
CHECKED
 BONDED
 INSURED

 www.cleanup
 clearout.com

 •Clutter •Debris
 •Hoarding

 •Estate Clean Outs
 Medium, Large,
 Extremely Large

 Projects
 5 to 30 Yard

 Driveway Safe
 Dumpsters
 Available

 (313)886-3330
 Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

AFFORDABLE
 next day service.
 Spring clean up,
 weeding, edging,

 cultivating,
planting, pruning,

trimming,
mulch, more.

 (313)377-1467

BRYS
LAWN & SNOW LLC

Spring cleanup,
weekly cutting,
bush trimming,

weeding.
Free quotes.

Established 1986.
Jim Sr.

(586)804-2186

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB
Tree Removal/

Trimming
Stump Grinding

FREE ESTIMATES
45% OFF SPRING

DISCOUNTS
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

* FIREWOOD *
AVAILABLE
25 Years

(586)216-0904
davestreeandshrub.

com

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

Jose's
Landscaping

Services
Power wash patios.
Brick patio repair,

installation
and sealer.

Landscape, mulch
and sod.

Shrub trimming.
Spring and Fall

Clean- up.
Garden

Maintenance.
(313)207-3276

POINTES
LANDSCAPING LLC

 Serving the
eastside full service

landscaping for
10+ years!

 Fully insured and
Free estimates!

 Weekly cut, edge,
and blow starting at

Just $35.
 Call Josh at

(313)407-6523

944 GUTTERS

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Handyman Service
Electrical - Plumbing

Carpentry

945 HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

We're your
"TO DO"

list handymen!
Let us help you with

any plumbing,
electrical,

carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is

GREEN, cost and
energy efficient.

Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC

can insulate
your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commercial
INSULATION

 EXPERTS
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

FREE ESTIMATES
 Interior/Exterior
 Commercial &

Residential
 313.882.9234

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Custom Paint - Plaster
Repair & Restoration

FREE CONSULT

313-886-8088
HANDYMAN SERVICES

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Custom Paint - Plaster
Repair & Restoration

FREE CONSULT

313-886-8088
HANDYMAN SERVICES

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Custom Paint - Plaster
Repair & Restoration

FREE CONSULT

313-886-8088
HANDYMAN SERVICES

INTERIOR / exterior
paint, drywall

install / repair and
general renovation.

Very reliable, on
time and on budget.

Quality work and
great customer

experience.
Guaranteed. Grosse

Pointe based.
Call Andrew

(917) 412-3995.

JOHN’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
 drywall, cracks,

windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

 insurance work.
 All work

guaranteed
 G. P. References
 License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

960 ROOFING SERVICES

RR CODDENS
Family since 1924

(313)886-5565
(313)550-6602

Licensed•Builder•Insured

Re-Roofs ~ Tear Offs
Flat Roofs

Chimney Repair

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commercial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

981 WINDOW WASHING

Directory of ServiceS
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

YouHave

Heard?
You’ll sell it FASTER here!

classifieds
313-882-6900

406 ESTATE SALES

BEAUTIFUL ESTATE SALE
May 2nd and 3rd

Friday, 9am – 3pm • Saturday, 9am – 2pm

313-881-1800
Auctions • Appraisals • Estate / Moving Sales • Clean Outs

STREET NUMBERS HONORED AT 8:30 A.M. FRIDAY ONLY.
Our numbers available 8:30 A.M. ~ 9:00 A.M. Friday only.

Check website for photos and details. stefeksauctions.com

050125

This lovely home features nice furniture, decorative items,  
Disney collection and more. Check website for photos and details.

2569 DEVONWOOD
Troy

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

CITA ANGELS
HOME CARE

Caregiver services.
24 hour care. We
assist in cooking,
cleaning, bathing/
grooming, doctor's

appointments,
errands, etc.

Accepting
medicaid payments.

1(866)54-ANGEL

SENIOR
companion/

caregiver seeks
part- time work.
2 or 3 mornings

a week.
Flexible days/

hours.
No weekends.
Over 20 years

experience with
great references.

Call Diane at
(586)209-8529

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

HUSTLE & GLOW
CLEANING

Embrace life,
leave the

cleaning to us.
Your local Grosse
Pointe home care
specialists offering

Bi- Weekly or
Monthly

Maintenance
Cleanings

Deep Cleanings
Spring Cleaning
Move In or Out

Cleaning
Mention this ad

and receive
20% off

your first cleaning!
Contact Jen at
(773)414-5277

312 SITUATION WANTED
ORGANIZING

DUCKS IN A ROW
De-cluttering and
organizing your
home! Closets,

basements,
whole house.
Organize your
paper clutter.

Home information,
notebooks,

Medical journals,
memory albums.

Becky Schlaff
(313)580-2528
Susan Mason
(313)910-9705

schlaffb@
comcast.net
rwmason@

comcast.net

406 ESTATE SALES

406 ESTATE SALES

Estate Clean Out
Specialist

since 2007.
First Responder,
Senior, Veteran

Discounts Available
Background Check,
Bonded, Insured.

Call for your
Free Estimate
 (313)886-3330
www.cleanup
clearout.com

SERVICING
the

GROSSE POINTES
and

Surrounding Areas
Call for a

Free Estimate.
(313)214-7936

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

327 & 338
Merriweather

Household items,
children's toys and

clothing, adult
clothing, antiques,

and books
Friday and

Saturday 9 to 4

ALEXANDER
 ANNUAL

45TH STREET SALE
11 Mile/ Jefferson
 St. Clair Shores

 May 3, 9am- 5pm;
May 4, 11am- 4pm

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

THIS  WEEK

= ESTATE SALE = YARD SALE See Classifieds for more details

Yard & Estate Sale Map

1. 327 & 338  
Merriweather 

Grosse Pointe Farms

2. Alexander Street 
St. Clair Shores

3. 2569 Devonwood
Troy

3

1

1

2
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6D  |  SPORTS

GIRLS 
SOCCER
Grosse Pointe 
South varsity girls 
soccer earned a win 
on the road Monday, 
April 28, taking 
down Utica 4-1 in a 
MAC White 
Division matchup. 
Brooke Hepner 
found the back of 
the net twice while 
Savannah 
Spangler and Lila 
Brundage added 
the other pair of 
goals for South in 
the win. 

The Blue Devils 
went on the road to 
face Stevenson af-
ter press time 
Wednesday, April 
30. They return 
home Friday, May 
2, to host 
Chippewa Valley at 
7 p.m.

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION OF PRIMARY ELECTION
AUGUST 5, 2025

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Primary Election scheduled for August 5, 2025  
is CANCELLED

PUBLISH GPN:  05/01/2025

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
CITY COUNCIL

MUNICIPAL BUILDING
HARPER WOODS, MICHIGAN  48225

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Harper Woods will be holding a Public Hearing 
on Monday, May 19, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. for the purpose of obtaining public input on the 
distribution of the special assessment levy.

Residents who are unable to attend this hearing may submit their written comments regarding 

 Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk

POSTED: April 8, 2025
PUBLISHED: May 1, 2025

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Grosse Pointe Woods 
City Council, under the provisions of Public Act 110 of 2006, MCL 
125.3101 as amended, and Grosse Pointe Woods City Code of 2022 
Chapter 50, Article 7, Section 50-7.15, will hold a Public Hearing 
on Tuesday,  May 19, 2025 at 7:00 p.m., at City Hall in the Council 
Chamber/Courtroom (located at 20025 Mack Plaza Drive, Grosse 
Pointe Woods, MI 48236) for the following purpose: Consider 

Commercial.

All interested persons are invited to attend and will be given 
opportunity for public comment. The public may appear in person 
or be represented by counsel. Written comments will be received in 

preceding the hearing. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary 
aids or services at the meeting should contact the Grosse Pointe Woods 

agenda and pertinent documents will be available at www.gpwmi.us. 
 For additional project information, contact the Building and Planning 

 Paul P. Antolin
 City Clerk

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

G.P.N.:05/01/25

Whether it’s games, meets or matches, high school spring sports in the Pointes are in full swing and the 
Grosse Pointe News is here to bring you all the varsity action. Some of the week’s biggest hits and highlights 
from include:

TRACK & FIELD
Grosse Pointe South’s boys and girls varsity track and fi eld teams continued their success in dual meets this sea-
son, as both stayed undefeated with victories over Grosse Pointe North last Tuesday, April 21. South’s boys team 
defeated the Norsemen 105-32, winning 16 of 17 events on the day, while the Blue Devils’ girls team won 95-42 
over North. 

Additionally, South’s girls team earned a major feat last Saturday, April 26, when the team fi nished in fi rst place at 
the Steve Johnson Relays hosted by Warren Mott. Highlights included Amy Ezop, Sarah Koval, Chloe Caulfi eld, 
and Morgan Costello winning the 4x3200 relay and   South’s sprint medley team of Jaimison Diamond, Sabine 
Stackhouse, Evie Baer and Morgan Duff  earning a come from behind victory.

HITS& HIGHLIGHTS

COURTESY PHOTOCOURTESY PHOTO

BACK ON THE DIAMOND
Players from the Cubs and Dodgers in the majors division of the Grosse Pointe Farms 
City Little League shake hands as the sun sets on Kerby Field last Thursday, April 24, 
as the teams played in one of the fi rst games of the new Little League season. 

IRON 
MAN
Grosse Pointe South 
alumni Dougie Cowan 
fi nished seventh place 
in the male age 18 to 
24 age group at an 
Ironman competition 
in Texas last week. 
The fi nish was high 
enough to help 
Cowan qualify for 
Worlds. 

PHOTO BY NICOLE PUENTE WINKLER

COURTESY PHOTO

BOYS GOLF
Grosse Pointe South varsity boys golf hosted the Blue Devil Invitational at Country Club of Detroit 
Monday, April 28. All three teams from the Pointes were in action, with South fi nishing third, University 
Liggett in sixth and Grosse Pointe North in ninth. Two Pointes golfers did end up fi nishing under par 

for the day, with South’s Marty 
Wayman shooting a two-under par 
70 and Steve McMahon from 
Liggett going one-under par at 71.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM
WINDOW REPLACEMENT

TROMBLY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

The Board of Education of the Grosse Pointe Public School System, Wayne County, Michigan, 
will receive sealed bids for the exterior window replacement at Trombly Elementary School; 

• Removal and replacement of the existing exterior windows

 
Thursday, May 8, 2025

NON-MANDATORY Pre-Bid meeting will be held on Thursday, May 8 2025 @ 10:00 
a.m. (local time)

Sealed bids will be due Thursday, May 22, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. (local time) at the 

The School Board will not consider, accept, or open a bid received after the date and time 

The bids shall be accompanied by a sworn and notarized statement disclosing any familial 

The Board of Education shall not accept a bid that does not include this sworn and notarized 

 

 

BOARD OF EDUCATION  

S
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