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FFun!
Summer

Gear 
up at 
local 
shopsshops 

...and have 
the most exciting 

summer ever!

Caps off to you, 2025 grads!

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Graduating seniors from Grosse Pointe North High School, left, and Grosse Pointe South High School, right, celebrate the end of their high school careers at 
commencement ceremonies last week. Find more photos from North and South, as well as from University Liggett School, beginning on page 10A.

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — Those who ap-
preciate the newly painted 
crosswalk at Notre Dame 
and Kercheval Place need 
not fret. Rather than that 
area, it is the section of 
Notre Dame between St. 
Paul and Jefferson sched-
uled for reconstruction. It 
just won’t be this year.  

Though the 2025 road 
improvement plan — 
passed by council last 

September — highlighted 
the portion of Notre 
Dame as the city’s main 
millage-funded project 
this summer, it now has 
been pushed to next 
spring. 

“It’s just a deferral 
from the fall to the 
spring,” City Engineer 
Stephen Pangori said of 
the estimated $872,400 
project. “The same fi scal 
year, different quarters.”

The switchup is an 
attempt to best leverage 
savings and construction 
timelines, building upon 
initial adjustments to the 
bidding process that 
were put in place with 
the 2024 road improve-
ment plan. At that time, 
the city went out to bid 
for the reconstruction of 
Lakeland early in the 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Notre Dame work pushed to spring

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — City council 
at its meeting Monday, 
June 2, voted unanimous-
ly to double the ad-
ministration’s pur-
chasing threshold 
that doesn’t re-
quire its approval.

The amount 
goes from $10,000, 
set in January 
2023, to $20,000.

“With inflation 
and our ability to 
perform the busi-
ness we need to, it makes 
s e n s e , ”  C i t y 
Administrator Frank 
Schulte said. “We’re also 
the biggest of the 
Pointes.”

The move follows the 
actions of Grosse Pointe 
Farms and Grosse Pointe 

Park, which recently 
increased their thresh-
olds to $20,000 and 
$25,000, respectively. 
Thresholds for surround-
ing communities are City 
of Grosse Pointe, $5,000; 

Grosse Pointe Shores, 
$10,000; St. Clair Shores, 
$15,000 and Harper 
Woods, $5,000.

Woods voters in 
November 2022 approved 
amending the city’s char-
ter to increase the 
amount from $5,000 to 

$10,000. The ballot lan-
guage also allows council 
to adjust the amount by 
resolution moving for-
ward.

Repeat purchases of 
varying amounts, includ-

ing less than 
$20,000, will be 
presented to 
counci l  each 
month as routine 
agenda items, 
including things 
like paying legal 
bills, equipment 
purchases and 
public safety 
equipment and 

uniforms. 
“We’ll still follow that 

procedure for ordinary 
business, but the new 
ordinance would be for 
emergency situations or 
things that weren’t 

Woods increases spending threshold
By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
—  Lennon and 
McCartney needed eight 
days a week to show they 
care.

Park employees fi gure 
they can do it in half that 
time.

City hall shifts to a 
four-day, 10-hour work-
week starting Monday, 
July 7.

From then through 
Thursday, Aug. 28, 
municipal headquarters, 
excluding the public 
safety department, oper-
ates 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
M o n d a y  t h r o u g h 
Thursday.

Offi ces will be closed 
Fridays.

Hours following Aug. 
28 will be determined 
based on how things 
went.

City Manager Nick 
Sizeland said current 
hours, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, 
make it diffi cult for mem-
bers of the public work-
ing normal, 9-to-5 jobs, to 
conduct business in per-
son at city hall.

“The fi rst challenge is 
in the morning,” he said. 
“Contractors want to get 
in early to pull and pay 
their permits. The second 

challenge is we close at 
4:30 p.m. This is not the 
most customer service-
friendly time and does 
not allow visitors to city 
hall that are coming 
home from work.”

He proposed the 
change during the June 9 
city council with the slo-
gan, “Same service, more 
fl exibility.”

He said, “This trial 
allows us to look into util-
ity savings with having 
the lights off, a reduction 
of air-conditioning units 
and janitorial services.”

A review of utility and 
related bills during the 
period will be balanced 
against employee pro-
ductivity and public satis-
faction to determine if 
schedules revert to nor-
mal or continue anew.

Sizeland didn’t shy 
from pitching anticipated 
benefits to employee 
morale by implementing 
three-day weekends.

“Long weekends allow 
employees to schedule 
p e r s o n a l  e r r a n d s , 
appointments or child-
care without taking paid 
leave,” he said.

He also cited an 
endorsement by the 
International City/County 
M a n a g e m e n t 

City hall tries 
four-day week
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

‘With infl ation and our 
ability to perform the 
business we need to, it makes 
sense.’
FRANK SCHULTE
Grosse Pointe Woods City Administrator

See WORK, page 2A

See SPEND, page 2A See WEEK, page 3A
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GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— An out-of-sorts Anne 

Billiu complained to city 
council this week about 
receiving a $150 water 
bill during a period she 
and everyone else at her 

residence were out of 
town.

Municipal officials 
promised to look into it.

Yet, indirectly and on a 
citywide scale, a majority 
of the council addressed 
the problem then and 
there.

During the council’s 
June 9 meeting, mem-
bers voted 6-1 for a 23 
percent increase in water 
and sewer rates.

Resulting revenue will 
fi nance, in part, issuing 
bonds to replace nearly 

4,000 of the city’s water 
meters. Odds are that 
includes Billiu’s.

The old meters are 
road-weary, inaccurate 
and blamed for all kinds 
of costly problems, 
including not operating 
regularly and, when they 
do, not properly tracking 
water usage.

Overall evidence of 
chronic water loss is the 
city’s supplier, the Great 
Lakes Water Authority, 
pumping more water into 
the city than users regis-

ter.
“One of the findings 

from our water reliability 
study is that Grosse 
Pointe Park has tremen-
dous water losses,” said 
Councilman Max Wiener, 
chairman of the infra-
structure committee. 
“They’re estimating it at 
20 to 21 percent. There’s 
a couple factors: water 
main breaks, but basi-
cally, we have a lot of 
water meters that are out 
of date. They lock up, so 
we’re not getting accu-
rate readings.”

In addition to new 
meters, higher rates will 
fund the lining of four 

miles of the city’s 40-mile 
sewer system. The sec-
tions were judged at risk 
of collapse and targeted 
for restoration during a 
systemwide evaluation 
that included reconnoi-
tering the up-to-100-year-
o ld  network wi th 
remote-control miniature 
cameras.

“This is an expendi-
ture, but it protects us 
against failures,” Wiener 
said.

New rates mean the 
average Park home-
owner will pay $254.50 
every two months for 

Rate hike rated an investment

year with the intention 
to take advantage of 
early-bird pricing, as 
contractors would not 
already be booked with 
countless other projects. 

The city found fi nan-
cial success in doing so, 
Pangori reported, but hit 
a bump in the road with 
scheduling the project 
because it was budgeted 
in the 2024-25 fi scal year 
and therefore work 
couldn’t begin until July 
1 last summer.  

“From the time the 
contractor won our proj-
ect  in January or 
February to July, he 
picked up a whole bunch 
of school work,” Pangori 

explained. “The school 
work has to be done in 
that two-and-a-half-
month window in the 
middle of the summer, 
so he could not mobilize 
to do our project until 
the fall.”

By deferring the Notre 
Dame project, which is 
budgeted within the 
2025-26 fi scal year, the 
city plans to go out to 
bid in January and have 
construction begin in 
April. 

“By bidding it, award-
ing it and starting it, 
we’re hopeful that we 
can get a contract that 
will give us a good price, 
because they know the 
work is immediate and 
they can jump on it,” 
Pangori said. 

Street construction 
still will take place else-
where in the City this 
year.

Resurfacing of St. 
Clair from St. Paul to 
Waterloo is set to begin 

this month and is 81.25 
percent funded by a 
Michigan Department of 
Transportation grant. 
Fisher from Maumee to 
Lakeshore also will be 
tackled as a joint project 
funded by both the 
Farms and City. 

“St. Clair, Notre Dame 
and Fisher — that’d be a 
lot of disruption to do all 
three of those at the 
same time,” Mayor 
She i la  Tomkowiak 
noted. “So (deferring 
Notre Dame) might 
lessen some of the 
impact.” 

The 2025-26 budget 
also has committed 
$50,000 to the joint seal-
ing of roads that were 
resurfaced in the last 
two to seven years. This 
work will not require 
any road closures. 

Fisher road
Though the  two 

Pointes are continuing 
to move ahead with por-

tions of Fisher recon-
struction on their own 
dimes — the section 
between Waterloo and 
Mack was tackled in 
2022 — the City and 
Farms for several years 
have unsuccessfully 
attempted to lock down 
federal grant funding.

The City is applying 
again this year for grants 
that would ease the bur-
den of resurfacing 
Fisher from Maumee to 
Kercheval.  

The work is estimated 
to cost $1.2 million. 

A grant through the 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 
Economic Development 
Fund  Ca tegory  B 
Program would cover 
$250,000, while an addi-
tional grant applied for 
through the Federal Aid 
Committee would cover 
another $728,000. 

Any amount not cov-
ered by grant funding 
would be split between 
the two Pointes.

WORK:
Continued from page 1A

planned for,” Schulte 
said when the item was 
placed on the ballot.

An example could be if 
the Department of Public 
Works needed a new rid-
ing lawn mower in the 
middle of summer at the 
height of grass-cutting 
season. The previous pro-
cess could have taken 
weeks to complete, even if 
the cost was one penny 
over $5,000, including 
seeking two bids and pre-
senting the information at 
one of council’s two 
monthly meetings.

The $5,000 threshold 
was implemented in 2004. 

A memo from Treasurer/
Cont ro l l e r  S teven 
Schmidt to council said 
infl ation has increased a 
cumulative 65 percent 
since that time.

Schmidt also wrote the 
change would:

◆ simplify the account-
ing process by eliminating 
the need to track and 
depreciate small-value 
items,

◆ improve financial 
statements by focusing on 
more significant items 
and

◆ align strategic assess-
ment management to 
operational scale.

Schulte said he has not 
had to use the $10,000 
threshold in the past 
three years.

SPEND:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— The fi rst of nearly two 
dozen replacement trees 
were planted last month to 
reforest parkland cleared 
last year for construction 
of a fl ood-control valve.

About a half-dozen sap-
lings were donated and 
planted at no cost to the 
city along the driveway to 
Patterson Park.

They are the first of 
more than 20 trees being 
donated to replace those 
cut down last year for 
installation of an under-
ground extreme emer-
gency relief valve and 
replated piping. New 
trees now grow atop sec-
tions of concrete sewer 
pipe large enough for a 
youngster to stand in 
linking the valve near the 
park’s entry gate with a 
stormwater storage tank 
and outfall to Lake St. 
Clair.

Construction of the 
a n t i - f l o o d  s y s t e m 
required approval of state 
environmental regula-
tors. Park officials lob-
bied for it as a last resort 
against sewer backups 
that twice fl ooded base-
ments during heavy rains 

during the summer of 
2021.

“The contribution is tre-
mendous and another 
example of the extraordi-
nary engagement and 
generosity that help make 
so much possible in the 
Park,” said Councilman 
Max Wiener, chairman of 
the infrastructure com-
mittee.

He was scheduled to 
attend a recent ceremony 
at the Park honoring resi-
dents for donating money 
for EERV construction.

“I’ll never cease to be 
impressed with what res-
idents are willing to do 
for our community,” 
Wiener said.

“We in Grosse Pointe 
Park have the rare honor 
of having philanthropy 
support for almost all our 
needs, including our 
water and sewer infra-
structure as well as our 
green infrastructure,” 
Mayor Michele Hodges 
said. “That’s worth salut-
ing.”

Park resident Paul Van 
Tol donated the trees, 
each of which stands 
about seven feet tall.

“They should be twice 
as tall in about 10 years,” 
Van Tol said. “We’re 
planting three varieties: 

tulip poplar, sycamore 
and red maple.”

Mature tulip poplars 
top out at nearly 100 feet. 
Their bright green leaves 
are among the first to 
emerge during spring, 
turning orange-yellow in 
fall. Flowers are tulip-
shaped.

“Tulip poplar is a very 
interesting tree,” Van Tol 
said. “If you cut a limb, 
you can smell it, almost 
like perfume.”

Sycamores are charac-
terized by light, grayish 
outer bark that fl akes off 
to expose a cream-hued 
inner layer.

“You can tell by trees 
along Jefferson (in the 
Park), which are syca-
more or plane trees,” Van 
Tol said.

Sycamores are high on 
his list of favorites. He 
donated hundreds to the 
city last year for planting 
on municipal property, 
mainly between curbs 
and sidewalks in the 
northwest residential sec-
tion.

“They are magnifi cent, 
great trees,” he said.

Red maples have dark 
green leaves that turn 
bright red in autumn.

Van Tol grew and har-
vested the trees in 

Macomb County. He 
del ivered them to 
Patterson and, with help 
from three friends, put 
them in the ground.

“Trees are a vital part 
of who we are and what 
we have,” said one of the 
helpers, Ken Nyenhuis, a 
Park resident. “I’ve 

always enjoyed shade 
trees, especially after 
doing work and sitting 
under a shade tree for a 
little bit.”

Farms residents Ernie 
Miedema and Bruce 
Vande Vusse also 
assisted.

Their efforts contribute 

to the Park’s 38 percent 
canopy cover, exceeding 
the 25 percent minimal 
coverage recommended 
in the 2022 Journal of 
Arboriculture study, 
“Assessing Canopy Cover 
Over  Streets  and 
Sidewalks in Street Tree 
Populations.”

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Urban forest recruits The EERV 
construction 
zone near the 
Patterson 
Park driveway 
is being refor-
ested with 
trees donated 
by Park resi-
dent Paul Von 
Tol, left and 
planted last 
month with 
help from his 
friends, in-
cluding Ernie 
Miedema and 
Bruce Vande 
Vusse of the 
Farms. Not 
pictured is 
helper Ken 
Nyenhuis, a 
Park resident.

PHOTO BY 
BRAD LINDBERG

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

See HIKE, page 4A

Flo Abke, GRI
Office: ((586)774-2300    Cell: ((313)378-3376

www.floabke.com

List Price
$204,900

Just a short walk to Jefferson, restaurants, and 
the lake!! Lovely totally remodeled 2 bedroom 
BRICK 1 1/2 story home offers brand new paint
throughout, brand new flooring throughout, nice
breakfast nook, built-in dishwasher, partial brand 
new cement driveway in large 50 x 139 attractive 
backyard, 2.5 car vinyl sided garage, updated
furnace and central air approximately 9 years,
updated roof on house and garage approximately
6 years, professionally insulated and encapsulated 
crawl space, numerous updated vinyl windows,
first floor laundry room, circuit breakers and more!
Also includes large amount of finished 2nd floor 
storage space. Seller is providing a one year home
warranty policy.
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(586) 775-7472
21707 Harper Avenue
Saint Clair Shores
Equipment Sales & Service

Time for a tune-up?
We will pick up and deliver your 
equipment! Call for details.

Forton’s
Mower Service
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GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — A major in-
land district sewer sepa-
ration project in the 
Farms offi cially is off to 
the races, with construc-
tion of the fi rst of three 
phases kicking off at 
Tonnancour  and 
Lakeshore in May. 

As part of the selected 
route to transfer storm 
water from the inland 
district to Lake St. Clair, 
a gravity sewer will be 
cons t ruc ted  a long 
T o n n a n c o u r  f r o m 
Kercheval to Lakeshore, 
where an outfall will be 
installed in the break-
wall. 

Passersby also may 
have noticed a section of 
Lakeshore median has 
been removed to create a 
bypass, which will allow 
for the installation of the 

new storm drain to run 
across the road. Removed 
trees will be replanted 
after the drain is 
installed.

“We had a meeting 
with  (Tonnancour) 
n e i g h b o r s , ”  C i t y 
Manager Shane Reeside 
said. “It’s a major proj-
ect. It’s going to be very 
disruptive, but I think 
people are understand-
ing the scope of it and 
have been very coopera-
tive in our discussions.”

A Tonnancour timeline 
is as follows:

◆  Lakeshore and 
Tonnancour intersection 
road closure begins late 
May,

◆ Tonnancour water 
main replacement begins 
in June, 

◆ Tonnancour storm 
sewer installation mid-
July to mid-September, 

◆ Tonnancour full road 
replacement mid-Sep-

tember to mid-October
◆ and road resurfacing 

no later than end of 
October. 

As a bit of a consola-
tion prize for the signifi -
cant disruption to 
Tonnancour residents, 
city offi cials are includ-
ing in the deal a new 

8-inch water main along 
the road, given it already 
will be torn up.

“It’s an older main sub-
ject to frequent breaks, 
so we felt it made sense 
to price it out when we 
were going to be putting 

Association: “According 
to the ICMA, employees 
reported the alternative 
schedule increased their 
productivity and their 
ability to serve citizens.”

Of all days during the 
traditional fi ve-day work-
week, Friday sees the least 
traffic, maybe 10 to 15 
people tops, Sizeland said.

“If it doesn’t work, we’ll 
go back to the old way,” he 
told members of the coun-
cil.

The idea passed by a 5-2 
vote.

“It’s worth a shot,” 
Counci lman Marty 
McMillan said.

Councilman Brent 
Dreaver liked the idea of 
city hall being accessible 
later in the afternoon.

“It will expand our abil-
ity to serve residents,” he 
said.

“There’s a lot of utility in 
it,” Councilman Max 
Weiner said. “The beauty 

is it’s a trial.”
“We have a post-July 4, 

pre-Labor Day trial. I can 
l i v e  w i t h  t h a t , ” 
Councilman Tim Kolar 
said. “We shall see. We’re 
trying to fi nd the best way 
to serve our staff and 
community.”

“My fi rst reaction was 
not for support,” Mayor 
Michele Hodges said. 
“Our residents are No. 1. 
I’ll be supporting it 
because the rationale is 
strong and we have an 
opportunity to adjust it if 
it doesn’t work.”

O p p o s i n g  w e r e 
C o u n c i l m a n  T o m 
C a u l f i e l d  a n d 
Councilwoman Christine 
Gallagher.

“We’re in the hospital-
ity business,” Caulfield 
said. “We need to provide 
as much service as pos-
sible.”

“I don’t often agree 
with Mr. Caulfield, but 
we are in the hospitality 
business,” Gallagher 
said. “We’re here to cater 
to residents.”

WEEK:
Continued from page 1A

MONDAY, JUNE 16

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Infrastructure Committee 
meeting, 9 a.m.

 ◆ City of Grosse Pointe City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Farms City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Committee-of-the-Whole 

meeting, 7:15 p.m.

TUESDAY, JUNE 17

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Parks Committee meeting, 4 
p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

The Week Ahead

D E T R O I T  — 
Neighborhood residents, 
business owners and par-
ents of children at the 
Giving Tree Montessori 
Learning Center gathered 
at the school’s play-
ground Saturday after-
noon, separated by con-
struction fencing from 
where a Chick-fi l-A devel-
opment is proceeding at 
the corner of Mack and 
Marseilles. 

The grassroots com-
munity meeting featured 
a site visit by former 
Detroit police chief and 
current mayoral candi-
date James Craig, who 
listened to the concerns 
of affected community 
members — largely 
regarding the proximity 
of a high-volume drive-
thru directly alongside a 
school playground. 

Craig spoke in support 
of finding a location 
along Mack that would 
be a better fi t, such as the 
vacant Ray Laethem 
dealership lot, and com-
mented the current plan 
“makes no sense.”

“I offer this sugges-

tion,” he said. “I would 
make a last-ditch effort, 
maybe hold a meeting in 
the evening, invite the 
president of the city 
council, somebody from 
the mayor’s offi ce, some-
one from the police 
department and let them 
stand up and explain to 
you how this is going to 
work out. That’s the least 
they can do.” 

Craig also addressed 
the controversy with a 

Detroit zoning ordinance 
that prohibits fast-food 
drive-thru lanes within 
500 feet of a school. 
Giving Tree became a 
licensed elementary 
school with a fi rst-grade 
curriculum in June 2024, 
but city offi cials argue it 
was still a childcare cen-
ter at the time the project 
was approved in March 
2024. 

“I know at one point 
this wasn’t a school, but 

it is now,” Craig said. “… 
Yes, I support small busi-
nesses coming into com-
munities, but we have to 
do it the right way and it 
really is about safety. 
Safety fi rst. We’re talking 
about children.” 

Community stakehold-
ers who spoke included 
Joe Allemon of Allemon’s 
Landscape Center , 
Kendall Wrigley, who is 
the owner of Court4 
Detroit — where dozens 

of children at Giving Tree 
attend a tennis program 
by walking across 
Marseil l ies — and 
Michelle Elhosni, medi-
cal director for the 
Lakeshore Allergy and 
Asthma Center. 

“As a high-risk asthma 
specialist, I see fi rsthand 
what numerous medical 
studies have actually 
proven: close proximity 
(to) exhaust, fuel, pollu-

tion, is a direct link to 
increased rates of child-
hood asthma, allergies, 
eczema, recurrent infec-
tions, pneumonia and 
chronic illness,” she said. 
“… Children here as 
young as 3 months old, 
my son included, are 
depending on us.”

As construction contin-
ues, Chick-fi l-A intends 
to open the location this 
fall.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

James Craig speaks against Chick-fil-A development

PHOTOS BY LAUREL KRAUS

Left, former Detroit police chief and current mayor-
al candidate James Craig speaks with families and 
community stakeholders at the Giving Tree 
Montessori Learning Center’s playground June 7. 
On the other side of the black tarped fencing, Chick-
fil-A drive-thru lanes are planned. Above, Andrew, 
Annie and Ella Rose Rivers attend the meeting to 
protest against the Chick-fil-A development. Eight-
year-old Ella Rose was a Giving Tree student.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Sewer separation kicks off at Tonnancour

See SEWER, page 5A

Streetscape renova-
tions, set to begin next 
year in the Charlevoix 
commercial district, are 
about 60 percent through 
the preparation stage, 
according to Nick 
Sizeland, city manager.

Renderings of the proj-
ect feature a curbless, 
narrowed roadway 
intended to slow motor 
vehicle traffi c; wider side-
walks to encourage 
pedestrian access and 
sidewalk dining; safer 
crosswalks, pocket parks, 
benches, public art, trees 
and landscaping, shaded 
areas, environmentally 
friendly runoff-capturing 
bioswales and water fea-
tures that many residents 
and business owners sup-
port as conducive to mod-
ern l i festyles and 
community standards.

More public engage-
ment is scheduled for the 
first Kercheval After 6 
street party, 6 to 10 p.m. 
Saturday, June 28, on 
Kercheval  between 
N o t t i n g h a m  a n d 
Wayburn.

“We’ll have a booth at 
After 6 and ask residents 
for their input on key 

detail designs of the 
streetscape inclusive of 
benches, trash contain-
ers, bioswales, trees, art,” 
Sizeland said.

The city’s engineer and 
members of the munici-
pal administration will 
attend.

“We’ll all be asking 
people for input,” 
Sizeland said.

“We had another update 
with our city engineer,” 
Sizeland said. “We are 
submitting documents to 
the Michigan Department 
of Transportation for their 
review.”

About half of the proj-
ect’s $4 million cost is 
funded by a nearly $1.9 
m i l l i o n  f e d e r a l 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Alternatives Program 
grant.

Ideas for the new 
streetscape developed 
over the past two years 
with help from the public 
during regular TIFA 
meetings and special 
engagement sessions, 
including one a few 
weeks ago at a couple of 
businesses in  the 
Charlevoix district.

— Brad Lindberg

Charlevoix confab 
during Kercheval party
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Anyone involved with 
sweating out the mine-
field of special event 
planning knows it takes 
special drive and talent.

To describe it as orga-
nized chaos understates 
bedlam. To say it’s like 
herding cats insults 
felinity. Felinity is barely 
a real word, but anything 
associated with special 
events planning requires 
ingenuity and agility.

Putting on a special 
event is a cluster of mad-
ness, a disaster in the 
making, a road to confu-
sion and fear of things 
gone wrong. Then it goes 
off superbly and every-
one is happy as hell.

“Out of chaos God 
made a world,” is the 
philosophical equiva-
lent.

As Kalie Foster puts it, 
I told you so.

Foster is accomplished 
enough at special events 
and wedding planning 
that she can be honest 
about the frustrations 
and rewards.

She said, “It’s probably 
not healthy, but this is 
my mantra at a special 
event: ‘I love my job, I 
hate my job, I love my 
job.’”

She arrives at an event, 
everything is great. 
Everybody’s nice.

“I love my job.”
Then, things go totally 

off the rails. Something 
crazy happens.

“I hate my job.”
She snaps out of it.
“By the end of the 

night, it was beautiful. 
The clients are super 
happy. Well, I love my 
job.”

Foster is high energy. 
She described all of that 

in about two seconds.
“I’m chatty,” she said. 

“I’m kind of an open 
book. I love creating 
things, whatever it is. I 
love bringing people 
together.”

Foster’s also enterpris-
ing.

“Busy day, but a good 
day,” she said last week 
about her schedule.

She was born with the 
mindset.

“My parents are go-
getters,”  she said. 
“They’re awesome.”

Her parents operate a 
boat business in her 
hometown of Glennie 
near Hubbard Lake.

“I grew up around peo-
ple with the entrepre-
neurial spirit,” Foster 
said.

A couple years ago she 
married fellow entrepre-
neur, Brad Foster. They 
live in Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

Both are willing to 
jump at opportunities, 
even those that seem 
daunting, because they 
realize that opportunity 
can be fl eeting.

“We don’t like the 
word, ‘no,’ very much in 
our house,” she said.

Events planning is an 
offshoot of her main 
b u s i n e s s ,  E v e n t u s 
Detroit, which organizes 
business meetings and 
social events at locations 
beyond routine offi ce or 
convention settings.

The company mainly 
operates from the 
125-year-old, six-story 
former Riverside Storage 
& Cartage warehouse on 
Grand River in Detroit. 
The building has a walk-
in safe. Industrial-sized, 
martini-glass-style col-
umns support the ceil-
ings.

“Our vaults and stor-

age rooms are clean and 
dry,” according to a vin-
tage company advertise-
ment.

“There’s something 
fun about it,” Foster said 
of the setting. “This is a 
unique, cool place peo-
ple are excited to be. It’s 
not like a hotel banquet 
hall they’ve seen 1,000 
times before. It has all 
these little nooks and 
crannies from 100 years 
ago that people go crazy 
for. We’ll take them to 
the roof so they can see 
the view.”

Holding business 
meetings in nontradi-
tional environments can 
promote innovative 
thinking and problem 
solving.

A couple Stanford 
University professors 
characterized “leaving 
the offi ce or home work-
space to mine the world 
for unexpected insights 
(as the) disciplined pur-
suit of unexpected infor-
m a t i o n  s e e k i n g 
inspiration,” in “5 Ways 
to Boost Creativity on 
Your Team,” published 
March 28, 2023, on the 
H a r v a r d  B u s i n e s s 
Review website, hbr.org.

“It gets people think-
ing in a different way, 
especially for corporate 
events,” Foster said. “A 
pitch I use a lot is it gets 
your people thinking dif-
ferently, especially when 
you’re meeting about 
something creative. You 
put them out of their 
comfort zone. That’s 
important.”

Foster got started in 
event planning while an 
undergraduate business 
student at Grand Valley 
State University.

“The summer before 
my junior year, I got a 
job as a personal assis-

tant at a warehouse 
building in downtown 
Detroit,” Foster said. 
“They were throwing an 
artist’s show and fire-
works party. Nobody 
wanted to do it. I said, 
‘I’ll do it.’ It went super 
well. We had a great 
time. Then, the building 
owner and I sat down 
and said let’s make this 
into an event space 
because the event went 
well, people loved it and 
we were, like, there’s 
something here. We can 
book this.”

She was no longer a 
personal assistant.

“I hit the ground run-
ning but didn’t know 
what I was doing,” Foster 
said. “I just started call-
ing people. It turned into 

this great business. We 
had great clients, like 
Google. Some of (multi-
ple businesses owner) 
Dan Gilbert’s people 
came in. We had Red 
Bull. It was going really 
well. High-end clients.”

She maintained opera-
tions upon returning to 
campus for her junior 
year.

“I ran my team of fi ve 
or so people remotely 
until returning the next 
summer,” Foster said. “It 
was fun. I found a little 
niche I never thought of 
doing before.”

She added venues dur-
ing her senior year.

“People were starting 
to venture out of banquet 
hall spaces and wanted 
something cool,” Foster 

said. “If you have a repu-
table management com-
pany running multiple 
spaces similarly, you 
have a better collection 
of venues for clients. I 
went into my senior year 
with that mentality. I 
graduated in 2019 and 
l a u n c h e d  E v e n t u s 
Detroit. I was boots on 
the ground looking for 
venues.”

Although the old stor-
age warehouse is her 
bread-and-butter, she 
also organizes pop-up 
events at vacant proper-
ties that are on the mar-
ket. The rationale is to 
use otherwise dormant 
space to generate reve-
nue until the property is 
sold.

“You’re making money 
on something that would 
have just sat there,” 
Foster said. “I have affi li-
ate venues, too. I’ve 
helped get them off the 
ground and bring clients 
but not doing full-scale 
management.”

The Riverside Storage 
building has become 
popular for weddings.

“I wasn’t expecting it,” 
Foster said. “It’s been 
great. I love my wedding 
clients — really cool peo-
ple that book a wedding 
in a warehouse.”

Another offshoot is 
planning house parties.

“Being around all 
these events, I got a taste 
for party planning,” 
Foster said. “Brad and I 
are big entertainers. A 
couple times per year, 
we have big parties at 
our house. So, I kind of 
got a taste for party plan-
ning from that. A house 
party is a dying art. I love 
themes, making it feel 
like a professional event 
stage and wowing guests 
with little details.”

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Love-hate-love for events planner

COURTESY PHOTO

Kalie Foster, owner of Eventus Detroit special 
events planning company, prepares an event in her 
flagship venue, a 100-year-old former warehouse in 
Detroit.

water and sewer service 
beginning with the new 
fi scal year, July 1.

The figure is $47.67 
more than the current 
average bill.

Counci l  members 
chose the 23 percent 
increase, which a con-
sultant recommended, 
over a 19 percent hike 
City Manager Nick 
Sizeland presented as 
suffi cient to meet fore-
seen needs.

C o u n c i l m a n  T i m 
Kolar, a state govern-
ment accountant, said 
he supported spending 
more on infrastructure.

He reminded everyone 
of the city’s situation 
during the summer of 

2021 .  Two near ly 
unprecedented thunder-
storms overwhelmed the 
regional sewer system — 
including the Park’s, 
which at the time was 
partially clogged and, in 
some spots, blocked by 
debris and collapsed 
pipes — that, coupled 
with power outages at 
two Detroit pumping 
stations, caused wide-
spread basement fl ood-
ing.

“That is something I 
never want any of my 
neighbors ever to (expe-
rience) again,” Kolar 
said. “I want to get as 
close to no risk as pos-
sible. In 2021, a lot of 
reasons for the experi-
ences at the time were 
from decades of disin-
vestment by this council. 
I’m not going to allow 

the opportunity, when 
I’m on council, to not 
invest in things our com-
munity needs.”

He concluded, “When 
experts tell us what they, 
from their professional 
experience based on 
decades of studying 
municipalities, recom-
mend 23 percent, I’m in 
favor to (go) as high as 
possible,  especially 
because I know we have 
a fi nance director, a city 
council and city man-
ager (working transpar-
ently) and we can go to 
our neighbors and show 
them were every darn 
dollar is going,”

“Many res idents , 
including us,” Mayor 
Michele Hodges said, 
“would have easily 
traded that catastrophe 
for a rate increase if we 

could have prevented 
that. It would be fi scally 
irresponsible not to 
increase rates because 
catastrophes are far 
more expensive. Leaders 
plan and pro-act.”

Some 10 percent of 
the rate increase is a 
pass-through of higher 
prices GLWA enacted 
for the Park and the rest 
of its water customers 
throughout southeast-
ern Michigan.

Increased revenue 
also funds purchase of a 
sewer vacuum cleaning 
truck to remove debris 
from storm and sanitary 
sewers,  faci l i tat ing 
drainage. The balance of 
funds will be deposited 
in the water-sewer fund 
reserves, called a rainy-
day fund with no pun 
intended, for emergen-

cies.
All planned expendi-

tures — meters, pipe res-
toration and the vacuum 
truck — were part of a 
capital improvement 
plan council passed 
unanimously last year.

C o u n c i l w o m a n 
Christine Gallagher for-
got she supported the 
capital improvement 
plan.

“When did we vote for 
the plan?” she asked this 
week.

“Last year,” answered 
Wiener and Sizeland 
simultaneously.

A m o n g  r e a s o n s 
Gallagher lost her argu-
ment against higher 
rates was basing her 
case on an analysis of 
the municipal drinking 
water network, not the 
sewer system.

HIKE:
Continued from page 2A

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — In a repeat of 
last summer, Farms res-
idents will see a 4 per-
cent increase to water 
and sewers bills come 
July 1. 

The impact will be a 
$4.58 increase per 
1,000 cubic feet of 
actual metered water 
usage and a $2.43 
increase per billing 
cycle in flat charge for 
service.

“That’s primarily due 
to a 5.78 percent sew-
age charge increase 

passed down from the 
Great Lakes Water 
Authority,”  Finance 
Director Tim Rowland 
said. 

It also reflects a need 
for the city to rely less 
on consumption to gen-
erate revenue for the 
system.

Water usage in the 
city continues to trend 
downward since 2011, a 
situation Councilman 
Lev Wood, who also is 
chair of the budget and 
audit committee, called 
an existential problem 
being that water con-
sumption is critical to 
city revenue.

“Water conservation 
is wonderful for home-
owners,  because i t 
saves you money,” he 

added, “but it’s not so 
wonderful for the city, 
because we have to 
raise our rates because 
we need money to come 
in from the consump-
tion.” 

Significant capital 
improvements planned 
for the year are: 

◆ $2,033,222 in water 
main replacements,

◆ $250,000 in sewer 
lining,

◆ $300,000 in lead 
service replacements 
and catch basin rebuilds

◆  and a  bonded 
$11,704,419 for con-
struction of a force 
main and gravity sewer 
as the first phase of a 
major sewer separation 
project. 

Farms council unani-

mously approved the 
water and sewer charge 
increases during its 
meeting Monday, May 
12. 

Recycling
Farms residents will 

see no change to the 
recycling rate for fiscal 
year 2025-26. 

The rate remains at 
$12 per bi-montly bill-
ing cycle as part of a 
five-year contract with 
GFL Environmental, 
which has been contin-
ued by Priority Waste. 

The contract, which 
is in collaboration with 
t h e  o t h e r  G r o s s e 
Pointes and Harper 
Woods, has one year 
left and will run through 
Sept. 30, 2026.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Farms water, sewer rates rise 4 percent
Grosse Pointe 
Sunrise Rotary 
President 
Sandra Cobb 
stands with 
Diallo Smith, 
CEO of Life 
Remodeled, dur-
ing the club’s 
April 29 meeting 
at Ford House.
Smith provided 
attendees with 
details around 
the nonprofit or-
ganization’s ef-
forts to repurpose 
vacant properties into one-stop hubs of opportuni-
ties in the city of Detroit. Some projects involve vol-
unteers having fun cleaning up neighborhoods, 
leading to youth leadership development, academic 
achievement and career exploration. Since 2014, 
Life Remodeled has invested $51 million, boarded 
up 2,062 houses, beautified 2,369 blocks and en-
gaged 81,978 volunteers.

Life Remodeled

PHOTO COURTESY OF DENNIS HYDUK



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, JUNE 12, 2025

 PUBLIC SAFETY  |  5A

Grosse Pointe Shores

Unlocked 
vehicles

Two unlocked vehi-
cles at a residence on 
Renaud were gone 
through overnight into 
Wednesday, June 4. 
Around $15 in loose 
change was taken from 
one of them.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about this and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Shores Public Safety, 
(313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Park

Auto theft
There are no suspects 

for the theft of a 2015 
Jeep Grand Cherokee 
p a r k e d  o v e r n i g h t 
Wednesday, June 4, in 
the driveway of a house 
in the 600 block of 
Lakepointe.

Suspended
Three drivers being 

investigated for speed-
ing on Mack Avenue 
last week were arrested 
for violating suspended 
operator’s licenses.

All incidents hap-
pened between Three 
Mile and Somerset and 
involved motorists from 
Detroit.

One driver, a 52-year-
old man, was traveling 
70 mph.

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public 
Safety Department, 
(313) 822-7400.

City of Grosse Pointe

Illegal dumping
A man driving a white 

Ford F-150 is being 
sought for illegal dump-
ing after dumping gar-
bage into  a  local 
church ’s  dumpster 
twice in the last week. 

Unlicensed 
driver

A n  u n l i c e n s e d 
17-year-old Detroit girl 
was cited after being 
stopped at Mack and 
University for driving 
without headlights at 
1:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
June 4.

Printers
A 55-year-old Detroit 

man stole two printers 
worth $260 from a busi-
ness in the 17000 block 
of Mack at 1:15 p.m. 
Thursday, June 5.

He was arrested with 
the stolen property two 

hours later, while in a 
cab leaving the area. 

Attempted 
home invasion

Officers suspect they 
stopped an attempted 
home invasion with the 
arrest of a 40-year-old 
Canton man at 4:30 
p.m. Thursday, June 5.

The man was seen 
suspiciously walking 
around a home in the 
17000 block of Jefferson 
and ran when con-
fronted by an officer in 
the backyard.

He was arrested a few 
blocks away and a gun 
was discovered along 
his flight path.

Stolen iPhones
Two iPhone  16e 

smartphones worth 
$610 each were stolen 
from a local store at 
noon Friday, June 6, 
after they had just been 
purchased and were 
undergoing a data 
transfer.

T h e  s u s p e c t  i s 
described as a black 
man in his late 30s. 

Dog food theft
Dog food and other 

miscellaneous items 

were stolen from a store 
in the 17000 block of 
Kercheval at 3:45 p.m. 
Sunday, June 8.

T h e  s u s p e c t  i s 
described as a heavyset 
black woman in her 
30s.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Found keys
Car keys were found on 

the front lawn of Grosse 
Pointe South High School 
during the graduation 
ceremony Monday, June 
2. They are being held at 
the public safety station.

Soliciting
A 50-year-old Oregon 

man was arrested for 
soliciting/peddling with-
out a permit after he went 
door-to-door on several 
streets selling magazines 
around 5 p.m. Thursday, 
June 5. 

The man also had war-
rants for public-order 
crimes and soliciting in 
Ar izona,  Missour i , 
California and Idaho. 

Smoke alarm
Firefi ghters were called 

to a home in the 100 
block of Beaupre when 
smoke fi lled the house at 
8:40 p.m. Thursday, June 
5.

Vandalized bike
A bike was found van-

dalized with spray paint 
and bent handle bars last 
Tuesday, June 3, after it 
was forgotten unlocked 
at a bike rack on 
McMillan.

Dog attack
A Merriweather woman 

rece ived  punc ture 
wounds and a compres-
sion injury while attempt-
ing to stop a dog that 
escaped its leash from 
attacking her golden doo-
dle in front of her house 
at 4:21 p.m. Friday, June 
6.

Tailgating 
A  3 8 - y e a r - o l d 

Hamtramck woman who 
had just left a party told 
an offi cer she was confi -
dent in her ability to drive 
despite also saying she 
had never seen the motor-
cycle she was tailgating 
on Mack at 8:51 p.m. 

Saturday, June 7. 
A preliminary breath 

test showed her blood 
alcohol content to be 0.20 
percent, for which she 
was arrested.

Window tint
A 31-year-old Detroit 

man was cited for driving 
with a suspended license 
after being pulled over at 
Cook and Mack for illegal 
front window tint at 2:42 
p.m. Sunday, June 8. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Key fob
A 2018 BMW was sto-

len from inside a closed 
garage in the 19000 block 
of East Doyle overnight 
into Wednesday, June 4.

The key fob was inside 
the unlocked vehicle, 
which later was recov-
ered in Ecorse.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

a major sewer line down 
Tonnancour and have 
that disruption due to 
construction at the same 
time,” Reeside said. 

City council in May 
unanimously awarded 
the water main replace-
ment project to DiPonio 
Contracting — the same 
contractor handling 
phase one of the sewer 
separation project — 

with a total construction 
budget of $835,020. 

“That  would  be 
financed separately,” 
Reeside noted. “Not 
through the sewer (sepa-
ration) project, which is 
a bond project, but 
funded out of our water 
and sewer fund as part of 
our water main replace-
ment program.” 

Council approved the 
Tournaccour water main 
replacement contract 
during its meeting 
Monday, May 12.

SEWER:
Continued from page 3A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— The late-night ping of 
an email alert about in-
creased odds of stormwa-
ter fl ooding came as a wel-
come warning to manag-
ers of the city’s sewer sys-
tem.

“GLWA is asking resi-
dents to remain vigilant 
and, out of an abundance 
of caution, to remove 
items of value from their 
basements,” according to 
the email from the Great 
Lakes Water Authority, 
which handles most of 
southeast Michigan’s 
storm and wastewater 
sewer systems.

The message was sent 
to its clients and area 
news media at 11:27 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 4.

“It is also helpful if resi-
dents do not run their 
washing machines and 

dishwashers during heavy 
rain events,” according to 
the warning.

“It’s part of the Great 
Lakes Water Authority 
being transparent,” City 
Manager Nick Sizeland 
said. “When 
there is an 
i ssue  or 
something 
that could 
be an issue, 
they’re try-
ing to get 
out in front 
of it.”

He said alerts are more 
frequent and timelier 
since a big storm and 
power outages at Detroit 
pumping stations caused 
widespread basement 
fl ooding during the sum-
mer of 2021.

“They’re doing a good 
job of weather patterns 
and giving people heads 
up,” Sizeland said. “We 
are watching the weather, 

too, but it certainly assists 
us, especially with infor-
mation GLWA has com-
pared to the Park. We 
want to unitize their data.”

A rainstorm was enter-
ing the region as the mes-

s a g e  w e n t  o u t . 
Precipitation fell at a rate 
of 0.2 inches per hour, 
considered heavy, accord-
i n g  t o  W e a t h e r 
Underground.

Cond i t i ons  soon 
switched to light rain and 
mist and stayed that way 
through Thursday after-

noon, June 5.
“GLWA has stated that 

the regional system is cur-
rently working as designed 
and is in dry conditions 
and currently has capacity 
to handle the expected wet 

w e a t h e r 
flows into 
the system 
from the 
rain pre-
dicted over 
the next 
s e v e r a l 
d a y s , ” 
according 

to the alert.
GLWA warned of 

potential fl ooding due to a 
backup power problem 
earlier in the week at the 
a u t h o r i t y ’ s  W a t e r 
Resource Recovery 
Facility in Detroit.

The recovery operation, 
formerly called a waste-

water treatment plant, is 
in southwest Detroit 
across the Rouge River 
from Zug Island. Sewers 
in all fi ve Grosse Pointes 
lead to the plant, which 
has a pumping capacity of 
240 million gallons per 
day.

“While the facility is 
working at full capacity to 
treat wastewater, DTE 
Energy and GLWA are 
working in partnership to 
ensure the facility has its 
full triple power redun-
dancy restored, which is 

an industry best practice,” 
according to the alert. 
“The equipment currently 
powering the facility 
allows the facility to oper-
ate at full capacity.”

Shortly after sunup 
Thursday, Sizeland 
reported nothing awry: 
“Good news. No flood-
ing.”

Later, he said, “GLWA 
was simply notifying its 
customers of a power 
problem in one area. But 
they had backups operat-
ing.”

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GLWA warns of flood risk

‘When there is an issue or something 
that could be an issue, they’re trying to 
get out in front of it.’
NICK SIZELAND
Grosse Pointe Park City Manager
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FREE!FREE!
Monitored

Smoke Detector
with purchase of

security alarm and
monitoring services.
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Your Comfort Is Our GoalYour Comfort Is Our Goal
•• HeatingHeating •• CoolingCooling •• Humidifi ers Humidifi ers 

•• Air CleanersAir Cleaners •• Rheem Air ConditionersRheem Air Conditioners

586-293-6883
PriebeMechanical.comPriebeMechanical.com

Heating & CoolingHeating & Cooling

CALL TODAY 
FOR FREE

QUOTE

Offering GeneratorsOffering Generators
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GROSSE POINTE 7-DAY
WEATHER FORECAST

780

570

Chance
of Rain

 40%
SUNRISE 
5:54 am
SUNSET
9:09 pm

710

580

Chance
T-Storms

 30%
SUNRISE 
5:54 am
SUNSET
9:10 pm

740

600

Mostly
Cloudy

 50%
SUNRISE 
5:54 am
SUNSET
9:10 pm

770

610

Partly
Cloudy

 30%
SUNRISE 
5:54 am
SUNSET
9:11 pm

790

610

Partly
Cloudy

 30%
SUNRISE 
5:54 am
SUNSET
9:11 pm

860

650

Cloudy

 20%
SUNRISE 
5:55 am
SUNSET
9:11 pm

890

510

Cloudy

 40%
SUNRISE 
5:55 am
SUNSET
9:12 pm

THU  FRI  SAT SUN  MON  TUE  WED

June 12 – 18

Weather data courtesy of Channel 4, WDIV Detroit • ClickOnDetroit.com
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Happy Father’s Day!

“IT DOESN’T MATTER WHO MY FATHER WAS;
IT MATTERS WHO I REMEMBER HE WAS.”

F
irst off, congratulations to the School 
District of the City of Harper Woods. 
And we thought the Grosse Pointe 
Public School System was a long name!

Our neighbors to the east now have a 
health clinic at their high school. Better 

them than us, we say.
And here is the most amazing part. The cost, 

according to the Harper Woods school board’s 
agenda from Feb. 13, 2024, when it approved the 
project, was slightly over $400,000, including archi-
tectural and construction costs. Pretty good deal, 
huh?

We will get to their clinic in a minute, but fi rst a 
stroll down memory lane.

A proposed clinic at Grosse Pointe North High 
School fi rst came to light in May 2022, although no 
costs were discussed until six months later. In 
November, the GPPSS Board of Education voted 5-2 
in favor of the clinic after learning of its $700,000 
price tag with no discussion at the committee level. 
Within two weeks, that jumped to just shy of 
$916,000. 

To borrow a catchphrase from a popular sales 
pitch TV show, “But wait, there’s more.”

Two weeks after that, the fi nal cost came in at 
$989,000, which again was approved by a 5-2 vote. 
In both instances, Ahmed Ismail and Lisa Papas 
were in the no column, with Colleen Worden, Joe 
Herd, Margaret Weertz, Christopher Lee and David 
Brumbaugh voting yes.

Administrators at the time said the cost increases 
were due to bids the general contractor received. We 
wonder if that was a result of the unspoken “Grosse 
Pointe premium.” Hey, with that ZIP code, they can 
afford it, contractors fi gure.

Luckily, the misguided idea was 86’d in January 
2023 after a new school board was seated. Ismail and 
Papas were joined by Ginny Jeup and Sean Cotton, 
owner of the Grosse Pointe News, in voting to cancel 
the project. Worden, Brumbaugh and Valarie St. 
John voted against.

That was nearly $1 million in sinking fund money 
that subsequently has been spent on much more vital 
needs. 

The money would have been used to build out a 
science lab that was less than 20 years old. The only 
thing about all of it that made sense was that the 
clinic would have had a secure entrance from the 
outside — especially considering there would have 
been no idea about who was trying to access the 
space or why — and a secure vestibule between it 
and the school.

Beyond that, district taxpayers would have been 
on the hook paying for the maintenance and 
upgrades to the clinic while those running it would 
have had a steady stream of referral clients.

Renewal of the state grant that would have pro-
vided the bulk of the funding for the clinic would 
have been based on reaching a unique number of 
users each year. There’s no guarantee it would have. 
The district at the time said it would have cost 
$150,000 to convert the clinic back to its original 
state.

It would not be wrong to assume, based on senti-
ment in late 2022, that the new sinking fund millage 
passed in November 2024 would have been at risk 

Wait a 
minute, 
a clinic? ILLUSTRATION BY KEN SCHOP

— ANNE SEXTON

OUR VIEW

of failing had the clinic proceeded.
The opening of the Harper Woods clinic in 

April was met with great fanfare, including a 
performance by the high school marching band 
and a ribbon cutting ceremony. It will operate 
in a similar fashion to what would have occurred 
at North, with one key difference. While the 
clinic at North would have been available to 
students and residents ages 5 to 21, and for stu-
dents with disabilities through age 26, from the 
Pointes and Harper Woods, the Harper Woods 
clinic will maintain the same ages but will be 
open to all of Wayne County.

It will be open weekdays year round and 
staffed with Corewell Health employees, includ-
ing a nurse practitioner, medical assistant and 
social worker.

Funding comes from the Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services, the 
Michigan Department of Education and the 
Corewell Health East Foundation.

As would have been the case at North, the 
clinic will accept insurance, but insurance is not 
a requirement for care and families will never 
receive a bill. 

It makes more sense for such a facility to be 
located in Harper Woods rather than the 
Pointes. First off, the need is much greater. The 
poverty rate in Harper Woods is 19.8 percent, 
more than eight times that of the Pointes. 
Furthermore, according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, less than 3 percent of Grosse Pointers 
do not have health insurance. In Harper Woods, 

more than 9 percent of residents lack the 
same. 

Beyond that, the school district is much 
more compact. It has two elementary 
schools, a junior high and a high school, all 
in an area about the same size as the City of 
Grosse Pointe. Its buildings are essentially 
located within walking distance of each 
other.

During the April ribbon cutting, a few 
comments made to a local TV news station 
by those associated with the clinic stood out 
to us.

A Corewell offi cial said one aspect the 
clinic will focus on is “behavioral health.” 
Not “mental health,” but behavioral health. 
Everyone can have their opinion as to what 
the focus of the clinic at North might have 
been. We have ours and we will leave it at 
that.

Harper Woods Superintendent Stephen 
McGee also said he had been trying to get a 
clinic at the high school for fi ve years. That 
far predates any discussion in GPPSS about 
the issue. 

We wonder why, then, was North chosen 
instead of Harper Woods three years ago. 
Better grant writers? Better gravy train? We 
may never know, but we are thankful to 
have dodged that bullet.

The only question is, will the proponents 
who were so vocal in their support of a clinic 
at North take their children to this one?

Pure Grosse Pointe PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Les Braves II stands strong amidst looming storm clouds on the lakefront lawn of The War 
Memorial, whose patriotism was on display Memorial Day weekend.
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Springfield is a combination of
155 acres of fields, woods, water,

and a building designed to house
animals in such a way that they enjoy
and appreciate the fresh air and
outdoors. There are three types of 
kennels available for your pets.
We have:

• Outdoor Area
• Indoor/Outdoor Heated Area
• Climate Controlled Indoor Area

Check out our website for further details.

               THE RESORT

COUNTRY WALKS • BOARDING • GROOMING • TRAINING • SHOW DOGS

Pickup & delivery 
“Shuttle Service” to 
the Grosse Pointes

5200 Beard Road
North Street, MI 48049

springfieldpetresort.com
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I 
subscribe to the 
train of thought 
that we were nev-
er meant to know 
about — and 
have to process 

— everything that is go-
ing on in the world, par-
ticularly the injustices 
and tragedies. 

We have enough to 
deal with in our own 
backyards. 

That said, I have no 
complaints when the 
internet occasionally 

drops fascinating nug-
gets of insight into life in 
vastly different cultures.

While recently scroll-
ing away on social 
media, I came across a 
random post referring to 
Ethiopia’s “Church in 
the Sky.” 

Consider me immedi-
ately intrigued.  

Abuna Yemata Guh, 
located in Ethiopia’s 
Tigray region, is a stun-
ning feat of centuries-
old architecture. The 
church, incredibly, is 
carved directly into a 
rock mountain at a 
height of 8,460 feet 

above sea level. It is said 
to date back to the fi fth 
or sixth century. 

Even more incredibly, 
it still operates as a 
church today, despite 
the fact that the only 
way to reach it is by 
ascending a 1,000-foot 
cliff face using only foot 
and handholds chipped 
into the sandstone rock. 

At the top of the 
ascent, one must tra-
verse a ledge one-meter 
wide with a straight drop 
off along one side to 
reach the church’s 
entrance,  where a 
wooden door is built into 

the rock.
BBC Earth called it 

“the world’s least acces-
sible place of worship.” 

Inside, three cham-
bers are carved out of 
the rock — a music 
room, Holy Communion 
room and a space that 
holds an Ark of the 
C o v e n a n t  r e p l i c a . 
Centuries-old paintings, 
made from animal fat, of 
the 12 apostles and other 
biblical stories adorn the 
space. Ancient holy 
books also remain 
within the church. 

Today, brave tourists 
are welcome to climb up 

to Abuna Yemata Guh to 
see it themselves. 

“As we explored in a 
blissful daze, we met the 
kindly priest who makes 
the same perilous climb 
every day to continue 
the work of the early 
Christians who created 
this 6th century church,” 
blogged Erika Atienza, 
who made the trek in 
2019. “The experience of 
meeting him and feeling 
the undoubted spiritual-
ity of the church is over-
whelming. The climb is 
tough, sure, but ulti-
mately a small price to 
pay to visit this unique 

monolithic beauty.”
Church services and 

baptisms continue to be 
held — yes, mothers 
from nearby villages are 
said to still bring their 
newborns up to the 
church to be baptized 
closer to God — and 
countless sources say 
the danger of the trek 
has never once come to 
fruition throughout the 
centuries. 

“The route is blessed,” 
Father Assefa, a priest 
with the church, said in 
a 2019 interview with 
The Washington Post. 
“Not one has ever died.”

Ethiopia’s church in the sky
I  S AY  By Laurel Kraus

1950
75 years ago this week

HIGH SCHOOL HAS 
GRADUATED 5,553 
DURING LAST 25 
YEARS: On June 15, the 
commencement program 
will stress the Silver 
Anniversary of the 
Grosse Pointe High 
School’s fi rst graduating 
class. The 1950 graduat-
ing class has invited 
members of the first 
graduating class (class of 
1925) to be guests of 
honor at the ceremony.

GOAT, NOT COAT, 
FOUND BY POLICE: No, 
it really was a goat and 
not a coat, as the reporter 
fi rst fi gured it to be on 
the Park Police Day 
Book. Besides, coats 
don’t  escape from 
garages. A real old one 
might be “lifted” but only 
goats would escape and 
besides, the recovery of a 
worn and weary old coat 
would not warrant a 
police radio broadcast 
for its recovery.

1975
50 years ago this week

P O P U L A T I O N 
BATTLE RAGES: A bat-
tle has been carried on 
between The Woods and 
the Office of Revenue 
S h a r i n g ,  ( O R S ) , 
Washington, D.C., over 
the city’s population fi g-
ure, which is one of three 
criteria toward comput-
ing revenue sharing 
funds, and the resulting 
decrease in such monies 
from $92,000 received 
during fi scal year 1974-
75 to $88,720 for fi scal 

year 1975-76. The munic-
ipality first learned in 
March that its allocation 
would be changed 
because the ORS “arbi-
trarily and capriciously” 
made a decision to 
decrease our population 
based upon a report pre-
pared by SEMCOG, 
rather than base its deci-
sion on information sup-
plied by the community, 
said City Administrator 
Chester E. Petersen.

P A R K  H E A R S 
R E Q U E S T  F O R 
PARKING LOT: A pro-
posal to convert two lots 
at the southeast corner of 
Jefferson and Lakepointe, 
a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e 
Professional Building, to 
off-street parking, was 
referred to the Park City 
Planning Commission by 
the Park Council. The 
proposed lot would have 
room for about 35 cars, it 
was said.

2000
25 years ago this week

POINTE STUDENTS 
N E T  $ 9 5 2 K  I N 
MICHIGAN MERIT 
AWARDS: Sixty percent 
of high school juniors 
who took the MEAP last 
year will go off to college 
$2,500 richer. The 
Michigan Merit Award 
scho larsh ips  were 
offered to 381 students at 
Grosse Pointe North and 
South high schools. They 
qualifi ed for the scholar-
ship by achieving excel-
lent scores on the MEAP 
math, reading, writing 
and science tests. 

A C T I V I T I E S 
BUILDING GETS RAVE 
REVIEWS: The reviews 
are in and the word is 
out. The new activities 

building at Lake Front 
Park in Grosse Pointe 
Woods is “cool.” That’s 
what Jamie Radke said 
following an afternoon 
workout in the building’s 
air conditioned basket-
ball court. Woods offi-
cials said residents will 
get their money’s worth 
out of the park’s new 
$1,030,000 activities cen-
ter.

SCHOOLS, POLICE 
WARY OF HAZING: In 
an attempt to put an end 
to the tradition of end-of-
the-year “hazing,” school 
administrators and staff, 
parents and police will be 
on guard to ensure a safe 
last day of school dis-
missal. Over the years 
some of the playful 
pranks and celebration 
has turned to “hazing” 
underclassmen and 
eighth-graders by upper 
class high school stu-
dents — most notably by 
paddling. Grosse Pointe 
Park youth officer 
Detective Sgt. Jim Smith 
said, “It’s not hazing. It’s 
felonious assault.”

2015
10 years ago this week

C R O S S P O I N T E 
R E N O V A T I O N S 
R E V E A L E D : 
P a r i s h i o n e r s  a t 
Crosspointe Christian 
Church soon will see 
plenty of sunlight after 
spending six long months 
in the church’s basement 
while renovations were 
being made. The church 
opens its newly-refur-
bished worship area 
Sunday,  June 14 . 
Renovations include the 
installation of new car-
pet, seating, lights, paint, 
electrical work, sound 
and video systems, as 
well as work on the stage.

K-9 DUKE IS CAT’S 

MEOW WITH NEW 
VEST: A ballistic vest 
suits Duke the police 
dog, but don’t expect 
him to model it on the 
catwalk. The vest is all 
business, designed to 
thwart bullets and 
knives. “It’s cumbersome 
and heavy,” said the 
dog’s handler, PSO 

Timothy Harris of the 
Grosse Pointe Farms 
P u b l i c  S a f e t y 
Department. Duke, a 
2-year-old male German 
shepherd, weighs 80 
pounds. The eight-pound 
vest protects against bul-
lets and stabbings.

SCOUT CAR LOOTED 
AT FIRE: A man is being 

prosecuted for looting a 
police cruiser of medical 
supplies and a bullet-
resistant vest while offi -
cers concentrated on a 
four-alarm fire early 
Monday, June 1, that 
destroyed side-by-side 
businesses on lower 
Charlevoix in Grosse 
Pointe Park.

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES

Posterity Art & Framing Gallery, 17005 Kercheval, City of Grosse Pointe, pres-
ents “Celebrating Nature and the Imagined,” an exhibition showcasing the 
work of Ellen Kennary Doyle and Marcia K. Hales, now through Friday, June 
27. The immersive art exhibition showcases where the worlds of nature and 
imagination intertwine in a symphony of color and form. An artists’ reception 
takes place 5 to 7 p.m. Thursday, June 19. Guests are invited to meet the artists, 
enjoy complimentary refreshments and view the artwork.

Art 
show 
open
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GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— When Brad Foster was 
a card-carrying 21-year-
old, the place to go was 
Excalibur in the Park.

“Memories are always 
of the day before 
Thanksgiving,” he said. 
“That place is slammed, 
the homecoming for the 
entire community. A ton 
of memories being there 
elbow-to-elbow trying to 
get a Bud Light from the 
bar and running into peo-
ple I hadn’t seen for a 
long time.”

Foster is no longer 21. 
He’s an Ivy League grad 
and sort of a commercial 
real estate tycoon. He’s 
owned a mountainside 
hotel in Costa Rica and a 
lakeside restaurant in 
northern Michigan. But 
his recollections of 
Excalibur are fresh. And 
he likes the idea of pro-
viding similar memories 
for others.

The opportunity came 
this year. The bar hit the 
market.

Foster and his Realtor 
friend, Jimmy Saros, saw 
a deal that couldn’t be 
beat.

“We always joked 
about how cool it would 
be to buy Excalibur and 
have a piece of Grosse 
Pointe history,” Foster 
said.

Saros brokered the 
sale that closed last 
month.

“The longtime owner/
operator of the bar 
reached out to me and 
said it was time for him 
to retire,” Saros said. 

“With Excalibur being a 
great piece of property 
and being a patron of the 
Park, I was interested in 
helping the sale get into 
the right hands. Brad 
seems very excited. He’s 
going to bring new life to 
his venue that will be 
really exciting for the 
Park.”

Foster is entering the 
market at the right place 
and time. Excalibur is 
within the Charlevoix 
commercial district, due 
for  a  $4  mi l l ion 
streetscape enhancement 
project scheduled to start 
next year.

“There’s a lot of 
momentum in the Park,” 
Saros said. “I think it’s 
one of the best little 
downtowns in metro 
Detroit. Not only is he 
going to be able to capi-
talize on that, but I think 
he’s going to add to that 

momentum as well.”
“We’re going to be add-

ing entertainment every 
Friday and Saturday, and 
maybe Sunday in sum-
mer,” Foster said. “We 
had our first band last 
week. They were awe-
some. They had never 
played in Grosse Pointe. 
The place was packed. 
It’s a good chance to get 
entertainment that has 
never been in the area.”

“The  v i s ion  for 
Charlevoix takes hold 
when people like Mr. 
Foster seek not only to 
invest, but to engage in a 
way that builds commu-
nity and is complemen-
tary to our existing 
businesses,” Mayor 
Michele Hodges said. 
“With that formula, the 
energy and momentum 
will continue to grow, 
which is exactly what we 
want to see.”

New customers aren’t 
being sought at the 
expense of the old.

“The idea is, you have 
your local crowd,” said 
Foster, a Grosse Pointe 
Farms resident. “The 
local crowd is there every 
day. They love the place. 
We want to keep those 
people, but we want to 
add extra things on the 
off time, weekends and 
evenings. That’s where 
we are putting more of 
our energy. I don’t want 
it to just be a corner bar 
where everybody gets 
hammered.”

Foster hired Bruce 
Felts to manage the busi-
ness.

“He came from Mad 
Nice in Detroit and has 
been at a couple other 
restaurants in the area in 
leadership roles,” Foster 
said. “He’s overqualifi ed, 
but he’s awesome. He 

totally gets the vision and 
has connected us with a 
bunch of good people. He 
loves the music scene. 
We are excited about 
growing that part of the 
business.”

Foster reintroduced 
limited food service and 
has plans for more.

“Right now, we’re just 
doing hot dogs as a kind 
of fun thing,” Foster said. 
“The plan is to roll out 
pizza in house. We want 
to be the best cheap 
pizza. At one o’clock in 
the morning, it’s almost 
impossible in Grosse 
Pointe to get food. So, 
you can buy pizza for 
your friends and sit at the 
bar or in the backyard.”

Foster’s former restau-
rant at Hubbard Lake, 
the Tin Fish Boathouse, 
earned good reviews 
on yelp.com:

“As my family likes to 

say it, the service and 
food has never fell short 
of impeccable,” wrote a 
reviewer from Chicago.

“The restaurant is a 
fresh start, with enthusi-
asm and good food,” 
wrote another from 
Clinton Township. “The 
manager is enthusiastic 
and polite.”

“My main business is 
Foster Financial, a real 
estate development com-
pany,” Foster said. “We 
own office buildings, 
r e t a i l  b u i l d i n g s . 
Hospitality has been a 
passion of mine. We dug 
into the numbers and 
Excalibur made a lot of 
sense. Selfishly, we 
would hate to see it sold 
to somebody who is 
going to either knock it 
down and get rid of this 
local haunt for so many 
people. That was the 
motivation.”

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Excalibur stays in good hands

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Excalibur recently was acquired by Brad Foster.

COURTESY PHOTO

Brad Foster, new owner of Excalibur, and wife 
Kalie, celebrate the acquisition.

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — “I’m the friend 
of the group that’s kind of 
like the makeup skincare 
junkie,” Park resident 
Georgia Assaf said. “I try 
everything out. I give ev-
eryone recommenda-
tions.”

Last year she sold her 
nail polish brand, Huella, 
to pursue a dream kept on 
the backburner as she had 
children — a Pointe-based 
retail store carrying all 
things beauty. 

Pointelle opened in The 
Village at 17125 Kercheval 
last Thursday, featuring 

shelves stocked with 
makeup, skincare, hair-
care, hair tools, suncare 
and more. Brands include 
mid- to upper-range prod-
ucts spanning needs for 
young girls through 
women with mature, 
aging skin. 

The French-inspired 
store was named after the 
French word for a designer 
fabric pattern and as a nod 
to the Grosse Pointes. 

“In the future I’ll be add-
ing men’s care (and) pos-
sibly kid’s care like bath 
and body,” said Assaf, 
whose extensive beauty 
background also includes 
running a distribution 
center for global brands, 

as well as an organic 
makeup website.  

She launched Pointelle 
to fill a need for local 
makeup and skincare 
retail, which is particu-
larly diffi cult to buy online, 
where it can’t be matched 
against skin tones. 

“Makeup is so unique 
that one shade could look 
different on anybody,” 
Assaf said. “(Online) 
there’s a lot of returning or 
you’re stuck with some-
thing that you don’t really 
care for.” 

As she raises a young 
daughter, Assaf also was 
struck with the desire to 
provide a warm, welcom-
ing, safe place for girls to 
go in The Village. She 
intends to offer master 
classes for makeup and 
hair tutorials in the near 
future. 

“When you think about 
the young girls in the 
neighborhood, they all 
love makeup, but they 
don’t necessarily know 
too much about it,” she 
said. “It’s what they see on 
social media a lot of the 
time. … The master 
classes will teach these 
young girls how to do 
their makeup, how to feel 
confident, how to feel 
beautiful in their own skin 
and how to do it properly 
for their face shape, for 

their skin tone, skin tex-
ture.”

Hours at Pointelle are 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Wednesday, 10 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday 
and Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Saturday and noon 
to 4 p.m. Sunday. 

The shop can be found 
on Instagram, TikTok and 
Facebook. Its website — 
thepointelle.com — 
should be live in the next 
few months. 

“I definitely hope it 
leaves a positive impact 
on the young girls and 
women of the commu-
nity,” Assaf said. “… A 
great little place to go so 
they don’t have to go far 
to get their beauty prod-
ucts.”

Assaf and her husband, 
Zach, also are the owners 
of Village Wine and 
Fairfax Market, as well as 
the operators of the 
Windmill Pointe Park 
snack shack in the sum-
mer.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Skincare and makeup shop opens in The Village

Makeup brands at Pointelle
 ◆ Laura Mercier
 ◆ Westman Atelier
 ◆ RMS
 ◆ Sweed
 ◆ Jane Iredale & more

Skincare brands 
 ◆ Obagi
 ◆ Dermalogica
 ◆ Patyka
 ◆ Leahlani
 ◆ Avene
 ◆ Korres
 ◆ Indie Lee
 ◆ Torriden & More

The shop also has suncare brands including Coola, Supergoop, 
Colorescience and Vacation, as well as hair product brands in-
cluding Briogeo, Amika, Rahua and L’ange.

PHOTO BY LAUREL KRAUS

Park resident Georgia Assaf opened Pointelle in The Village last week, fueled 
by her passion for makeup and skincare.

15139 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE PARK

313-822-5800313-822-5800

106 Years

FREE Pick-up & Delivery in the Pointes

061225
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Shop with us in store 16906 Kercheval Ave
in the Village of Grosse Pointe, or online

shopglitterandscotch.com
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THE GROSSE POINTES 
— After four meetings 
across a little more than 
two months, the Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System Bond Advisory 
Committee has complet-
ed its fi rst task of trying to 
determine how $60 mil-
lion of a potential bond 
should be spent.

The group was pre-
pared to present its fi nd-
ings to the GPPSS Board 
of Education at its meet-
ing Wednesday, June 11, 
after press time.

“I’m hoping the board 
will accept our recom-
mendations with very lit-
t l e  c h a n g e s , ” 
Superintendent Andrea 

Tuttle said at the commit-
tee’s fi nal meeting.

The district is consider-
ing asking voters to 
renew a bond originally 
passed in 2018 this 
November.

The $111 million bond 
originally was approved 
by 55 percent of voters in 
November 2018. The dis-
trict can collect up to 3.14 
mills if the debt service 
schedule justifies that 
amount. A mill is $1 in 
taxes for every $1,000 of 
a property’s taxable 
value. 

If approved, the bond 
would bring in $120 mil-
lion over 20 years to use 
on facility upgrades. The 
sinking fund millage, 
approved by 66 percent 
of voters last November, 

will bring in $111 million 
over the next decade.

Should the board 
decide at its second meet-
ing in June to move for-
ward, the committee’s 
work won’t end. In seek-
ing committee volun-
teers, board President 
Colleen Worden and 
Tuttle said they were 
looking for a wide cross-
section of the district 
who could work to pro-
mote the issue.

In considering the 
bond, administration 
determined $60 million 
in critical needs that 
would be addressed if it 
passes. Those include 
e x t e r i o r  b u i l d i n g 
upgrades; HVAC, electri-
cal and plumbing work; 
security improvements 

and other infrastructure 
needs.

Those numbers range 
from a low of $2 million 
at Brownell Middle 
School to $12.5 million at 
Grosse Pointe South 
High School. Included in 
the tally is $5.9 million 
for the closed Trombly 
Elementary School, 
which the board previ-
ously committed to bring-
ing up to code and 
maintaining as a district 
asset.

In looking at the 
remaining $60 million, 
some of the highlights 
the committee favored 
are:

◆ $8.2 million for new 
furniture,

◆ $4 million to refur-
bish the Christian A. 

Fenton Performing Arts 
Center at Grosse Pointe 
North High School,

◆ $9.7 million for boiler 
replacements and 

◆ $750,000 to relocate 
the main offi ce at South.

The fi nal piece of the 
puzzle the committee 
addressed in late May 
was the remaining $5.2 
million. Members dis-
cussed six specifi c issues, 
each of which Tuttle said 
needed a two-thirds vote 
to be finalized. They 
included:

◆ $125,000 to resur-
face the track at South, 
96 percent approval,

◆ $50,000 to each 
building principal to use 
at their discretion on crit-
ical needs, 100 percent 
approval,

◆ $1 million for air 
conditioning upgrades at 
the administration’s dis-
cretion, 79 percent 
approval,

◆ $475,000 for early 
childhood initiatives, 96 
percent approval,

◆ $3 million for locker 
room renovations at the 
high schools, 83 percent 
approval and

◆  reopening the 
Parcells Middle School 
pool, 8 percent approval.

Without enough mem-
bers voting to approve 
reopening the pool, 
Tuttle said that left $3.7 
million to reconfi gure it. 
Some suggestions were a 
STEM lab, a maker 
space, an art and media 
center and an e-sports 
arena.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Bond committee work done, for now

GPPSS honors retirees, 
employees with 25 years of service
The Grosse Pointe Public School System held its annual reception honoring re-
tirees and employees with 25 years of service Thursday, May 29, in Grosse 
Pointe South High School’s Cleminson Hall.
Top, among the retirees in attendance were, from left, Susan Howey, Monteith 
Elementary School; Michelle Denison, Monteith; Kemmer Weinhaus, Mason 
and Ferry elementary schools; Amy Wilson, Richard Elementary School; 
Margaret O’Connell, Richard; Karen Januszek, Ferry; Kevin Kurkowski, 
Morningside and Ann Lightbody, Pierce Middle School. Not pictured are retir-
ees Jim Cadotte, Brownell, Parcells and Pierce middle schools; Joseph 
Ciarvino, Parcells; Jennifer Corbett, Parcells; George Flora, Barnes Early 
Childhood Center; Kim Gerlach, Brownell; Daniel Gilleran, Grosse Pointe 
North High School; Carol Holmes, North; Helen Johnson, Morningside; Diane 
Kozikowski, Richard; Kirk Sattelmeir, Ferry; Geneva Scully, Pierce; Erika 
Stout-Kirck, Parcells and Linda Trombley, Brownell.
Above, among employees with 25 years of service in attendance were, from left, 
Laura Loveday, Mason; John Chapman, Morningside; James Gross, Brownell; 
Susan Howey, Monteith; Seth Cueny, Morningside and Andrea Bolton, Pierce. 
Others with 25 years who are not pictured are Holly Bayster, Richard; 
Constance Cairns, Grosse Pointe South High School; Matthew Eszes, Pierce; 
Nora Hard, Ferry; Chad Hepner, South; David Martin, Pierce; Cynthia 
Morefield-Pinder, South; Rebecca Murawski, North; Julie Passamani, Parcells; 
Amanda Pata, North; Susan Schmitz, Ferry; Tamara Shepard, North and Mary 
Socia, North.

COURTESY PHOTOS

The Grosse Pointe 
North  and Grosse 
Pointe South Classes of 
1985 will come together 
for a joint 40th high 
school reunion from 6 
p . m .  t o  m i d n i g h t 
Sunday, Aug. 31, at 
Country Club of Detroit 
in Grosse Pointe Farms.

T h e  c e l e b r a t i o n 
includes dinner, danc-

ing, late night coneys 
from National Coney 
Island and a special per-
formance by Detroit’s 
o w n  S m i t h s  a n d 
Morrissey tribute band, 
The Smiths United, 
bringing everyone back 
to the ’80s soundtrack 
that defi ned a genera-
tion.

Alumni may visit their 

class Facebook groups 
— “GPN Class of ’85” or 
“Grosse Pointe South 
HS — Class of 1985” — 
to register and stay 
informed. Those not on 
Facebook may request 
details and a registra-
tion form by emailing 
the reunion committee 
at gpngps40@gmail.
com.

Classes of 1985 set joint 40th reunion

The following students 
were named to the 
Dean’s List at the 
University of Tennessee 
for the fall 2024 semes-
t e r :  M a r g a r e t 
Demkowicz, Brooke 
Lezotte ,  El izabeth 
Peberdy and Christopher 
Rosati of the City of 
Grosse Pointe; Isabella 
Leonard and Andrew 
Rulison of Grosse Pointe 
Park and Ashley Majni 
and Jack Rollins of 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆◆◆
Peter Hoffmann and 

Noah Spriet of Grosse 
Pointe Woods were 
named to the Dean’s List 
at Kettering University 
for the winter 2025 
semester. Hoffman also 
was awarded for excep-
tional achievement in 
Kettering’s introductory 
physics course sequence.

◆◆◆
University of Alabama 

gymnast Rachel Rybicki 
of Grosse Pointe Park 
was named a recipient of 
the NCAA Elite 90 
Award, becoming the 
fi fth gymnast in UA his-
tory to receive the presti-
gious academic award 
and the eighth Elite 90 
honor for the program.

Double majoring in 
economics and fi nance, 
with a minor in Spanish, 
Rybicki currently holds a 
4.00 GPA.

◆◆◆
Cameron Kaess of 

Grosse Pointe Farms 
recently was inducted 
into the College of 
Charleston Phi Beta 
Kappa Society. Kaess is a 
senior majoring in chem-

istry.
◆◆◆

The following students 
participated in Albion 
College’s recent Elkin R. 
Isaac Student Research 
Symposium:

Nicholas Miller of the 
City of Grosse Pointe pre-
sented “Activity of a 
M u t a n t  C a l c i u m /
Calmodulin Kinase 
A s s o c i a t e d  w i t h 
C o n g e n i t a l 
Cardiomyopathy” as a fea-
tured session and pre-
sented “Progress Toward 
the Synthesis of a Photo-
Switchable NMDA-
Antagonist” during the 
poster session. Miller is 
majoring in mathematics 
and biochemistry and is a 
member of the Prentiss M. 
Brown Honors Program.

Katie Woerner of 
Grosse Pointe Farms co-
presented “Invaders and 
Native Species: Using 
M e t a b a r c o d i n g  t o 
Compare Microbiomes of 
North American & 
European Blue Crabs” 

during the poster ses-
sion. Woerner is major-
ing in environmental 
science with a minor in 
geographic information 
systems and is a member 
of the Center for 
Sustainability and the 
Environment.

◆◆◆
The following students 

rece ived  academic 
awards during Albion 
College’s recent Honors 
Convocation:

Cameron Thompson 
of Grosse Pointe Park 
received a Cathy L. 
Young Endowed Award 
in French. Thompson is 
majoring in psychology 
with a minor in philoso-
phy. 

Allie McIntyre of 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
received a Cathy L. 
Young Endowed Award 
in French. McIntyre is a 
sophomore is a member 
of the Prentiss M. Brown 
Honors Program.

PRIDE OF THE POINTES

See PRIDES, page 10A

We do Adoptions by appointment almost every day
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NICONICO
Male, 1 year old,

Husky mix,
Tricolor, 40 lbs.

Male, 1.5 years old,
mixed breed, White/

Brindle, 45 lbs.

BELLEBELLE BOWIEBOWIE

Ope n Hou s e — Ju n e 14 t h, 2025Ope n Hou s e — Ju n e 14 t h, 2025

Female, 5 years old,
Staffordshire Terrier 

mix, Gray, 55 lbs.

HARLOWHARLOW
Female, 1.5 years old,

Pitbull Terrier mix,
Fawn, 50 lbs.

Sun: 10:00am - 3:00pm
Sat: 10:00am - 7:30pm

Mon-Fri: 10:00am - 7:30pm

(313) 435-0437

Grosse Pointe, MI 48230
17012 Kercheval Avenue
GrossePointe,MI

Dad Deserves
a Cake’Stache

NothingBundtCakes.com
ORDERONLINE!WEDELIVER!
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Maya J. Brousseau of 
Grosse Pointe South 
High School Class of 
2021, graduated May 3 
with double honors from 
Albion Honors College. 
Brousseau has won the 
departmental medal for 
i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y 
research for her thesis 
on climate change and 
circular models in eco-
nomics. She is the fi rst 
student from Michigan 
to study in Iceland, 
spending the winter 2024 
term doing fi eld research 
and impacts of ecotour-
ism on arctic climates. 
Her degree is in environ-
mental science and busi-
ness management. She 
hopes to be part of the 
bridge transitioning 
between sustainability 
and profi table business 
practices. 

◆◆◆
Grosse Pointe Woods 

student Dylan Cardinale 
graduated from Albion 
College with a degree in 
biology and a minor in 

communication studies. 
His degree was granted 
summa cum laude with 
the additional honor of 
Phi Beta Kappa recogni-
tion. 

◆◆◆
Grosse Pointe Woods 

student Christopher 
Marshall graduated from 
Albion College with a 
degree in kinesiology-
exercise science and a 
minor in biochemistry. 
His degree was granted 
cum laude. 

◆◆◆
Grosse Pointe Farms 

s t u d e n t  J e f f e r y 
McDougle graduated 
from Albion College with 
a degree in psychology 

and a minor in art. 
◆◆◆

Grosse Pointe student 
Nicholas Miller gradu-
ated from Albion College 
with degrees in mathe-
matics and biochemistry. 
His degrees were granted 
magna cum Laude with 
Albion College Honors 
and the additional honor 
of Sigma Xi recognition. 

◆◆◆
Ian Leszczynski of 

Grosse Pointe Farms was 
named to Southern New 
Hampshire University’s 
spring 2025 Dean’s List.

◆◆◆
Maria Mirkazemi of 

Grosse Pointe Farms was 
named to the Dean’s List 

for the spring 2025 
semester at Belmont 
University.

◆◆◆
Javier Quintero of 

Grosse Pointe Farms 
graduated with a Master 
of Science degree in data 
sc ience from The 
University of Texas at 
Austin in spring 2025.

◆◆◆
Rory MacMaster of 

Grosse Pointe Woods 
was named to the 
University of Evansville 
Dean’s List for the spring 
2025 semester.

◆◆◆
Cara Chadwell of 

Grosse Pointe Park 
earned a Bachelor of 

Science degree in phar-
maceutical science from 
Cedarville University.

◆◆◆
Charlotte O’Dell of 

Grosse Pointe Farms was 
named to the Dean’s List 
at Cedarville University 
for spring 2025.

◆◆◆
Grosse Pointe Farms 

student Ryker Mazey 
was named to Albion 
College’s Dean’s List. 
Mazey recently gradu-
ated with a degree in 
kinesiology-exercise sci-
ence and a minor in 
sports communication.

◆◆◆
Grosse Pointe Woods 

student Owen Schaaf 
was named to Albion 
College’s Dean’s List. 
Owen Schaaf recently 
graduated with a degree 
in psychology.

◆◆◆
Grosse Pointe Park 

s t u d e n t  C a m e r o n 
Thompson was named to 
Albion College’s Dean’s 
List. Thompson gradu-
ated with a degree in psy-
chology and a minor in 
philosophy.

◆◆◆

Grosse Pointe Park 
student Sevi Vogt was 
named  to  A lb ion 
College’s Dean’s List. 
Vogt is majoring in biol-
ogy and Spanish with a 
minor in history.

◆◆◆
Grosse Pointe Park 

student Julia Kado was 
named  to  A lb ion 
College’s Dean’s List. 
Kado is majoring in 
English education with a 
minor in English as a 
second language educa-
tion and a concentration 
in 5-9/7-12 secondary ed 
program and is a mem-
ber of the Prentiss M. 
Brown Honors Program.

◆◆◆
Grosse Pointe Woods 

student Allie McIntyre 
was named to Albion 
College’s Dean’s List. 
McIntyre is a sophomore 
at Albion College and a 
member of the Prentiss 
M.  Brown Honors 
Program.

◆◆◆
Kate Bania of Grosse 

Pointe Shores was named 
to the Western Carolina 
University spring 2025 
Chancellor’s List.

Maya Brousseau Cara ChadwellNicholas Miller

PRIDES:
Continued from page 9A

Above, Cara 
Kaslatas, se-
nior class pres-
ident, wel-
comes the se-
nior class of 
graduates. 
Right, Lilly 
Kline gives the 
commence-
ment address.

Above, Andrew Bernard performs “Viola Concerto in G major 1st 
movement” during the ceremony. Right, Grosse Pointe North’s band 
and orchestra, led by Tom Torrento, plays “Pomp and Circumstance” 
as the 2025 graduates walk to their chairs.

Grosse Pointe 
North Principal 
Sara Delgado 
gives her fi rst 
and only com-
mencement ad-
dress to the 
Class of 2025. 
Delgado is 
moving to a 
new position as 
the executive 
director of 
teaching and 
learning for the 
Grosse Pointe 
Public School 
System.

Tejas Shastri-
Deonikar and 
Wesley Ramsey 
sang a beautiful 
version of the 
song, “Gloria.”

PHOTOS BY 
RENEE LANDUYT

On a rain date that ended 
with good weather, 240 
students graduated from 
Grosse Pointe North 
High School. Right, Axel 
Cooper prepares to 
shake North Principal 
Sara Delgado’s hand as 
he walks across the stage 
to graduate.

Nice 
job, 
North!
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University Liggett School hosted its 2025 graduation Sunday, June 8, on its Grosse Pointe Woods campus. 
Sixty-seven seniors graduated. Above left, senior Claire Juip gives the invocation to open the commence-
ment ceremony for the Class of 2025. Below left, Liggett valedictorian Isabel Wimmer delivers an inspir-
ing address to the Class of 2025 during the school’s commencement ceremony, refl ecting on shared mem-
ories, academic growth and the journey ahead.

Congrats, Liggett grads!
COURTESY PHOTOS

Grosse Pointe South’s band and orchestra, led by Christopher Takis, play “Trumpet 
Voluntary” as the recessional song after the graduates toss their caps and depart the cere-
mony.

Moussa Hamka gives his last principal’s address to 2025 graduates 
as he is now in a new position as assistant superintendent of human 
resources for the Grosse Pointe Public School System.

Success 
for 
South!

Grosse Pointe South 
hosted its graduation 
on the school’s front 
lawn Monday, June 2. 
Two hundred eighty-
eight students walked 
across the stage. 

PHOTOS BY 
RENEE LANDUYT

Adelina 
Parikh 
gives a 
speech ti-
tled, “Oh, 
the Things 
We Do.”

With the Grosse Pointe Public School System Board of Education behind her, 
Aliana Ritter, senior class president, gives a speech titled, “From the Kitchen 
Table.”

Above, 
Superintendent 
Andrea Tuttle 
speaks to grad-
uates. Right, 
Alice Popek 
crosses the 
stage and 
shakes former 
Grosse Pointe 
South Principal 
Moussa 
Hamka’s hand 
as she gradu-
ates.
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Adrian College

Alabama A&M University

Alabama State University

Albion College

Alma College

Alverno College

American University

Arizona State University

Babson College

Baylor University

Belmont University

Berklee College of Music

Boston College

Boston University

Bowling Green State 
University

Butler University

Calvin University

Case Western Reserve 
University

Central Michigan University

Central State University

Clark Atlanta University

Colgate University

College for Creative Studies

Colorado State University

Columbia College

Connecticut College

Dartmouth College

Davenport University

Davidson College

DePaul University

Eastern Illinois University

Eastern Michigan University

Emerson College

Ferris State University

Fisk University

Florida A & M University

Florida Atlantic University

Florida Southern College

Florida State University

Fordham University

George Washington 
University

Georgia State University

Grand Valley State University

Hampton University

High Point University

Hobart and William Smith 
Colleges

Hope College

Howard University

Indiana University

Ithaca College

Jackson State University

John Carroll University

Kalamazoo College

Kettering University

Lake Superior State 
University

Lawrence Technological 
University

Lincoln University

Louisiana State University

Loyola University Chicago

Madonna University

Marquette University

Marymount Manhattan 
College

Massachusetts College of Art 
and Design

Miami University

Michigan State University

Michigan Technological 
University

Molloy University

Morgan State University

Nazareth University

New York University

Norfolk State University

North Carolina A & T State 
University

North Carolina Central 
University

North Carolina State 
University

Northeastern University

Northern Michigan University

Northwood University 

Oakland University

Oberlin College

Ohio Northern University

Ohio Wesleyan University

Otterbein University

Pace University

Parsons School of Design

Penn State University

Pratt Institute

Purdue University

Queens University of 
Charlotte

Rollins College

Saginaw Valley State 
University

Saint Mary’s College

Savannah College of Art and 
Design

School of the Art Institute of 
Chicago

Siena Heights University

Southern Methodist 
University

Spelman College

Spring Arbor University

SUNY College at Oswego

Syracuse University

Temple University

The New School

The Ohio State University

The University of Alabama

The University of Tampa

United States Military 
Academy at West Point

University of Arizona

University of Central Florida

University of Cincinnati

University of Colorado 
Boulder

University of Dayton

University of Detroit Mercy

University of Georgia

University of Houston

University of Iowa

University of Kentucky

University of Massachusetts 
(Boston)

University of Miami

University of Michigan

University of Minnesota

University of Mississippi

University of Mount Union

University of Northern 
Colorado

University of Notre Dame

University of Pittsburgh

University of Rochester

University of South Carolina

University of South Florida

University of Southern 
California

University of Toledo

University of Toronto

University of Vermont

University of Wisconsin

Valparaiso University

Villanova University

Virginia Polytechnic Institute

Wayne State University

Wentworth Institute of 
Technology

West Virginia University

Western Carolina University

Western Michigan University

Wilberforce University

Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute

Congratulations to the Class of 2025
The 67 seniors  
in the class of 2025 
were admitted  
to these colleges 
and universities.

Join our legacy of excellence
Learn More & Apply Today. 

uls.org/admissions  

061225
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Howard Buhl
howard.buhl@higbiemaxon.com
313-886-3400
313-319-1455
higbiemaxon.com

Serving the estate planning and related 
needs of individuals, families and business 

owners with a focus on Wills, Trusts, 
Advanced Planning, Retirement Trusts, 

Asset Protection, Charitable Giving, 
Long-term Care Planning, Powers of 

Attorney, Probate and Trust Administration.

“If it matters to you, 
it matters to us.”
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June is  National 
Pollinator Month and the 
week of June 16 is 
National Poll inator 
Week. It’s only fi tting the 
theme of the 33rd annual 
Grosse Pointe Garden 
Tour, which takes place 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday, June 20 
and 21, is “Pollinators 
Make Your Garden 
Grow.”

Seven private gardens, 
as well as the Veterans 
and Trial gardens at The 
War Memorial, will be 
featured on the tour, 
hosted by the Grosse 
Pointe Garden Center. 
Pollinators, of course, 
will be prominent. 

Kelly Konieczki’s gar-
den at 524 Lakepointe in 
Grosse Pointe Park not 
only entirely features 
native plants, but also 
includes bits of knowl-
edge she’s learned on her 
gardening journey.

“We moved in about 
eight years ago and I’ve 
been working on the gar-

den  s ince  2019 , ” 
Konieczki said. “It started 
with a small pollinator 
garden in the back cor-
ner. I knew nothing 
about gardening, but I 
wanted to help the mon-
arch butterfl y, because I 
heard the population was 
in decline.”

Detroit Abloom helped 
her select the perfect 
plantings and Konieczki 
began learning about and 
growing the garden with 
her daughter. 

“This is what started 
my journey into conser-
vation,” she said. “I was 
reading books, attending 
webinars. It was during 
the pandemic, so it was 
the perfect time to do a 
deep dive into pollinator 
gardens.”

Her small garden 
s l o w l y  e x p a n d e d 
throughout the spacious 
backyard and now 
includes much of the 
front yard. Signs dot the 
pesticide-free landscape 
explaining what’s grow-
ing and why.

Konieczki has spice-
bush, which attracts 
spicebush swallowtails; 
milkweed, which attracts 
monarchs; pearl everlast-
ing, which attracts 
American lady. She has 

plants that attract other 
specifi c species, like sul-
phur butterfl ies, golden 
northern bumblebees 
and sphinx moths.

“If you plant it, they 
will come,” she said, not-
ing that insects are picky 
eaters. “I focus on host 
plants a lot: caterpillar 
food. If something’s not 
eating your garden, it’s 
not part of the ecosys-
tem.”

T h r o u g h o u t 
Konieczki’s garden are 
informational signs and 
QR codes, offering fur-
ther learning opportuni-
ties for garden gazers. 
Guests can learn how to 
create and manage a 
habitat, for example, or 
create and maintain a 
brush pile.

“I plant plants to create 
something healthy for us 
— they help mitigate 
fl ooding and with fi lter-
ing pollutants — and it’s 
giving these insects a 
home, which is what they 
need,” she said. “… 
‘Weed’ is the common 
name of a lot of beautiful 
plants, but a lot of natives 
can look formal, beauti-
ful. Things can be beauti-
ful and benefi cial.”

A Michigan State 
E x t e n s i o n  M a s t e r 

Gardener information 
table will be hosted in 
Konieczki’s yard, where 
guests also will be able to 
pick up seed packets 
from the Grosse Pointe 
Public Library Ewald 
Branch’s seed library.

“I can’t tell you how 
much joy this brings me,” 
Konieczki said. “Every 
day out here there’s 
something new to dis-
cover. … My hope is that 
everyone takes some-
thing away they can 
implement into their 
home spaces, no matter 
how big or small.”

Such is the goal of the 
tour, which for a second 
year will feature a scav-
enger hunt involving 
items at all seven gar-
dens.

“There will be an item 
in each garden they have 
to find,” said Kathy 
Brown, who is co-chair-
ing the event with Ginny 
Brown. “We’re trying to 
emphasize pollinators, so 
the scavenger hunt items 
are going to be near pol-
linator plants. Children 
and adults loved it last 
year.”

Three yards will fea-
ture entertainment both 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Pollinators the focal point 
of Grosse Pointe Garden Tour

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Above left, most of Kelly Konieczki’s backyard contains plants and fl owers that attract pollinators. Above right, potted blooms line 
steps in Rebecca Barry’s rear yard.

An array of succulents are featured along the path 
leading to Jayne Kasuba’s backyard on Kensington.

A spicebush swallowtail fi nds a resting place on the 
spicebush in Kelly Konieczki’s front yard.

Above, whimsical touches are found throughout Rebecca Barry’s Balfour gar-
den. Right, potted fl owers and Boston ivy greet visitors to the side entrance of 
Jayne Kasuba’s Kensington home.

See GARDENS, page 6B

Raffl e round-up
The following items will be raf-
fl ed off during the 33rd annual 
Grosse Pointe Garden Tour:

 ◆ “Waiting,” a watercolor 
painting by Robert Fionda, val-
ued at $500.

 ◆ Wild Birds Unlimited gift 
basket, valued at $153.

 ◆ Garden Shoppe gift basket, 
valued at $125.

 ◆ Bee & Pollinator Collection 
basket, valued at $100.

 ◆ Waterford Balmoral crystal 
vase, valued at $85.
Winning raffl e tickets will be 
drawn at 4:30 p.m. Saturday, 
June 21, at 1246 Balfour, 
Grosse Pointe Park. Ticket 
holders need not be present to 
win; however, winners are re-
sponsible for collecting their 
prizes within 30 days. 
Raffl e tickets are $5 each or 
three for $10.
For information, call (313) 889-
1647 or email gpgarden
center@outlook.com.
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Josh Stuckless was try-
ing to maintain a low pro-
file while manning a 
friend’s merchandise 
table at a concert in 
Nashville. Though he 
posed for a few photos 
with people who recog-
nized him, the crowd 
went wild when he was 
invited onstage.

“We did a song together 
and people were singing 
it back to us,” said 
Stuckless, 21. “That was 
the closest thing I’ve felt 
to euphoria as a musi-
cian.”

Stuckless, whose artist 
name is Flatroom !!, said 
he’s still getting used to 
his newfound success. 
Part of that success 
means going to Nashville 
to take the stage as a spe-
cial guest during a Glitch 
Glum show. 

Part of it also means an 
impromptu piano duet 
with his all-time favorite 
artist, Porter Robinson, 
during the Electric Forest 
music festival. And part 
of it means watching his 
newly released album, 
“You Will Only Get 

Older,” hit No. 1 on the 
streaming platform, 
Bandcamp.

“This entire music 
community is based on 
the internet, so everyone 
is from everywhere,” 
Stuckless explained. 
“That’s how you meet 
people — in communities 
and forums. This is a love 
letter to the online music 
community. I couldn’t be 
more proud of it.”

The album dropped 
March 8.

“It took around five 
years to make,” Stuckless 
said, noting the album 
title changed as much as 
the track list. “At the end 
of last year I finally 
decided on a track list 
I’m proud of. I think I put 
the cap on it at just the 
right time. People really 
like it and I’m grateful 
people really like it.”

The album falls under 
the genre of hyperpop, 
but includes a variety of 
music styles.

“It’s pop, it’s electronic, 
it’s acoustic, it’s slow 
jams,” he said. “It’s every-
thing you can think of. 
There’s something on 
there for everybody.”

Other than contribu-

tions made by featured 
artists such as CMTEN, 
s s o h ,  S h i f t i n g 
Perspectives and Glitch 
Glum, every piece of the 
album was created in 
Stuckless’ bedroom.

“CMTEN and Glitch 
Glum had a song blow up 
on TikTok like crazy 
huge,” Stuckless said. “I 
started becoming fans of 
them in 2020. They 
inspired my sound so 
heavily. Being able to 
work with them was an 
absolute pleasure.”

The album cover, he 
added, was shot at 
Sweeney Park, near his 
home in Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

Stuckless was raised in 
an entertainment-ori-
ented family, with a 
musician father, an 
actress mother and a sis-
ter who just graduated 
from Interlochen and is 
moving to the Big Apple 
to pursue a Broadway 
career.

A cousin introduced 
him to electronic music 
12 years ago.

“My fi rst introduction, 
and the biggest, was 
Deadmau5,” he said. 
“Everything I listen to 

inspires my sound in one 
way or another.”

He quickly gravitated 
toward hyperpop, “where 
you’re taking a pop song, 
taking the vocals and 
putting them over some-
thing electronic and cre-
ating something new 
with it,” he said. “… For 
this album and the hyper-
pop community, having 
autotune all the way up is 
standard. On some of the 
songs I sound like a 
robot, but there are songs 
that are raw, just me 
singing into the mic.”

Stuckless began shar-
ing his work online and 
gaining traction, but got 
a huge boost in 2023, 
when he was accepted to 
appear in an online music 
festival, in which around 
15 artists are selected to 
create 20-minute perfor-
mance videos.

He was on a road trip 
with his family when he 
tuned into the festival. 
They made a pitstop at 
McDonald’s so they 
could use the Wi-Fi while 
watching his popularity 
rise in real time.

“People started notic-
ing me,” he said. “It was 
so humbling. … I got 
asked to do it again in 
2024 and they said I 
didn’t have to apply.”

At the close of his 2024 
festival performance, he 
announced his upcoming 
album, which he initially 
planned to release last 
fall. Though he fell 
behind schedule, he con-
tinued to hype the album, 
releasing the cover art to 
an enthusiastic following 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Chart topper
Woods man’s debut album 
hits No. 1 on Bandcamp platform

PHOTO BY JODY MCVEIGH

Josh Stuckless released his debut album, “You Will Only Get Older,” in March 
and saw it reach No. 1 on Bandcamp.

See CHART, page 6B

Women helping women achieve educational 
goals is the mission behind several honors 
awarded local students through the 
Philanthropic Educational Organization’s 
Chapter AO-Grosse Pointe, a chapter of the 
P.E.O. Sisterhood.

Two juniors — Lauren Loper of Grosse 
Pointe North High School and Eleanor 
Sahutske of Grosse Pointe South High School 
— received the Florence Miller Award in rec-
ognition of their academics, leadership and 
community service. The award is dedicated in 
honor and memory of Florence Miller, a lead-
ing educator in Grosse Pointe and advocate 
for women with P.E.O.

Allison Thomas, a senior at Grosse Pointe 
South, received the Johanna M. Gilbert 
Scholarship from Chapter AO. The scholar-
ship, supported through the Gilbert family, 
honors Johanna Gilbert’s membership and 
support of P.E.O. and longtime dedication to 
the arts, as well as being a talented musician 
herself. The award honors a South woman 
who has made an outstanding achievement in 
the arts.

In addition, Isabella Boedeker, a senior at 
Grosse Pointe North, received the competitive 
national P.E.O. award, a STAR Scholarship, 
given in recognition of leadership, academics, 
extracurricular activities, community service 
and the potential for future success. 

The P.E.O. Sisterhood is one of the oldest 
women’s organizations in the United States and 
Canada. Founded in 1869, P.E.O. has provided 
125,000 women with $432 million in educational sup-
port. Learn more at peointernational.org.

Honors for P.E.O. state offi cer
Beth Pressler of Grosse Pointe Park was among 

those honored for 50 years of membership in the 

P.E.O. Sisterhood at the group’s state convention in 
Lansing in May.

Pressler, a leading Realtor locally and nationally, 
has not only led the Chapter AO-Grosse Pointe in a 
variety of leadership roles, but for the past year has 
served as state secretary for the Michigan P.E.O. 
board. She will continue to serve in the coming year 
as state treasurer.

P.E.O. presents awards, scholarships

PHOTO COURTESY OF CHAPTER AO

Michigan P.E.O. State Secretary Beth Pressler, center, was 
honored for 50 years in P.E.O.  with several members of 
Chapter AO-Grosse Pointe.

Pickleball enthusiasts 
are invited to beat the 
summer heat and humid-
ity — and rainy and windy 
days — by playing indoor 
pickleball in an air-condi-
tioned gym at Assumption 
Cultural Center. 

Assumption has three 
courts in its Olympic-size 
gym that features a new 
hardwood floor. Courts 
are available to rent daily 
7 a.m. to 6 p.m. now 
through Friday, Aug. 1.

Courts may be reserved 
in advance or guests may 
call to check on same-day 
availability. Cost to rent a 

two-hour session is $40 
per court.

In the fall, winter and 
spring, Assumption also 
offers a variety of small 
group lessons and clinics 
to teach rules, scoring and 
techniques to newcomers, 
as well as help experi-
enced players improve 
their game. Clinics are 
instructed by Peggy 
Murphy Kurza, a certifi ed 
PPR instructor, and Mike 
Patton, a 5.0 player.

Assumption Cultural 
Center is located at 21800 
Marter, St. Clair Shores. 
Call (586) 779-6111.

Indoor pickleball offered 
at Assumption this summer

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:

◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 
Thursday, June 12, St. 
Margare t  Catho l i c 
Church, 21201 E. 13 Mile, 
St. Clair Shores.

◆ 1 to 5 p.m. Monday, 
June 16, Corewell Health 
Grosse Pointe Hospital, 
468 Cadieux, City of 
Grosse Pointe.

◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 17, Christ 
Church Grosse Pointe, 61 
Grosse Pointe Blvd., 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆  1  to  7  p .m. 
Wednesday, June 18, 
Jefferson Masonic Lodge 
No. 553, 22000 E. 11 
Mile, St. Clair Shores.

◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 
Friday, June 20, St. Clare 
of Montefalco Catholic 
Church, 1401 Whittier, 
Grosse Pointe Park.

◆ 7:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. 
Friday, June 20, Henry 
Ford St. John Hospital, 
22101 Moross, Detroit.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

The War Memorial
The War Memorial, 32 

Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, offers programs 
and activities for the 
community. For informa-
tion on the following, 
visit warmemorial.org

◆ Wine Down: A 
Tasting Experience with 
Michael Bottigliero, 7 to 
8:30 p.m. Thursday, June 
12. Cost is $80.

◆ Candlelight Open Air 
Concert: A Tribute to 
Adele, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, June 12. 
Tickets range from $30 to 
$63.

◆ Candlelight Open Air 
Concert: A Tribute to 
Fleetwood Mac, 8:45 to 
9:45 p.m. Thursday, June 
12. Tickets range from 
$30 to $63.

◆ Vietnam Through 
the Lens: The James 
“Skip” Liberty Story fi lm 
screening, 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 18.

◆ Picnic on the Lawn, 
4 to 7 p.m. Sunday, June 
22.

◆ Bridging the Gap: 
Modern Communication 
for Seniors, 10 a.m. to 
noon Tuesday, June 24. 
Cost is $25.

◆ Shakespeare on the 
Rocks: “The Tempest,” 7 
to 8:30 p.m. Thursday, 
July 10. General admis-
sion is $18. VIP tickets 
are $48.

Ford House
The Edsel & Eleanor 

Ford House,  1100 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:

◆ Storytime: “Over and 
Under the Pond,” by Kate 
Messner, 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays during June.

◆ “A Passion for 
European Art: The 
Collecting and Travels of 
Edsel and Eleanor Ford 
and Their Legacy of 
Philanthropy at the 
Detroit Institute of Arts,” 
7 p.m. Thursday, June 12, 
for ages 18 and older. 
Admission is $10 for 
members, $12 for the 
public.

◆ Travel Tales, 10:30 
a.m. Thursdays, June 26 
to Aug. 14, for ages 4 and 
older. Admission is $5 for 
member children, $7 for 
nonmember children.

◆ Explorers: Plant 
Detectives, 10 to 11 a.m  
Saturday, June 28, for 
ages 7 to 11. Admission is 
$7.

◆ Gather in the Garden, 
6 to 8 p.m. Saturday, 
June 28, for ages 21 and 
older. Tickets are $120 
for members, $150 for 
the public.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

Historical Society 
The Grosse Pointe 

Historical Society hosts 
its 21st annual summer 
gala from 6 to 11 p.m. 
Friday, June 13, at 30 

AREA ACTIVITIES

See EVENTS, page 5B

16822 Kercheval  Avenue
www.savvychicgp.com 061225
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After a well-attended 
resurgent season, the 
popular Park Farmers 
Market returns to the 
corner of Kercheval and 
Lakepointe in Grosse 
Pointe Park, from 9 a.m. 
to noon Saturdays, June 
14 to Sept. 13. Though 
the hours were cut — last 
year’s ran until 1 p.m. — 
everything else about 
this market is growing.

“Last year was a huge 
success,” said Philip 
Crouse, whose idea it 
was to bring back the 
summer market after it 
shut down several years 
ago. “We started with a 
vision to provide people 
with weekly staples for 
their pantry. We were 
able to achieve that.”

Expanding on last 
year’s success, the mar-
ket has grown around 30 
percent, offering more 
vendors, children’s pro-
gramming and live 
music.

“We measured our suc-
cess through our ven-
dors’ success,” said Alex 
Field, handling market-
ing for the market. “Some 
said they did better at our 
market than other expe-
riences they had.”

“It’s cool to see it grow 
as a community space,” 
Crouse said. “I’d see 
familiar faces week after 
week. It’s a place for pan-
try staples, but also a 
space to go to get out. It’s 
a neat way to see people, 
not just at school or at the 
baseball diamond.

“… There was market 
in Grosse Pointe before,” 
he added. “We had to 
prove to people we’d be 
there every Saturday. It 
was a big win to build our 
confi dence.”

Another boost came in 
April, when Grosse 
Pointe Park City Council 
renewed the market for 
two more summers.

Having a dependable 
space is one of the 
aspects market-goers 
valued most, according 
to a recently conducted 
community survey.

“We do bring an entre-
preneurial mindset to the 
product,” Crouse said. 
“We want to make it bet-
ter and not be stagnant. 
The survey underscored 
things we already knew, 
but we also learned some 
things we didn’t know. 
People said they wanted 
more produce;  we 
wanted that as well.”

The challenge was met. 
Every produce vendor 
from last year is return-
ing and more has been 
added through a partner-
ship with Eastern Market.

“Eastern Market has a 
program (Produce 
Assessment Project) 
where they pop up in dif-
ferent parts of the city 
with curated produce 
sets to sell,” Crouse said. 
“It’s great for us because 
it fi lls any produce gaps 
we have the entire sea-
son. People love to go to 
Eastern Market, but it’s 
far or maybe it’s hard to 
get to on a Saturday. The 
fact they’ll bring a set of 
produce that will comple-
ment our existing ven-
dors is an incredible 
win.”

Among returning ven-
dors is Freeman Meat 
Co., which was a periodic 
vendor last year, but will 
be at the market every 
week this season, Field 
said.

“It’s a really great mar-
ket that gets awesome 
community support and 
we’re excited to be a part 
of it this year,” Sydney 
Freeman said. “I’m look-
ing forward to seeing 
how the market has 
grown and changed. The 
community is hungry for 
a farmers market and I 

was amazed at the sup-
port it got in season one. 
It’ll be exciting to see the 
new vendors and how the 
community turns out.”

Freeman Meat Co., 
based in Shiawassee 
County, provides farm-
fresh frozen beef, pork 
and chicken, as well as 
farm-fresh eggs. The 
family-run business does 
not have a storefront, so 
farmers markets are 
important for its sustain-
ability. 

“Community farmers 
markets are important 
for keeping the commu-
nity together and keep-
ing everyone more 
community minded,” 
Freeman said. “It’s been 
a hard couple of years 
since the pandemic, so 
farmers markets are 
great for us. … The com-
munity support means 
everything.”

Other returning ven-
dors include ROI Urban 
Farms, Green Rebellion 
microgreens and New 
Order Coffee, the latter 
of which will alternate 
weeks with Decent 
Coffee — new to the mar-

ket — to keep guests caf-
feinated week after week.

Decent Coffee owner 
Leo Olofsson said the 
market sounded like a 
great opportunity to get 
his shop’s name into the 
neighborhood.

“We love farmers mar-
kets,” he said, “and par-
ticipating in this year’s 
set of markets feels like a 
dream.”

Hot and iced coffee, 
Kyoto-style cold brews 
and a selection of sodas 
and cold beverages will 
be on the Decent Coffee 
menu. A few other sur-
prises may be in store as 
well.

“We are still working 
out what other specials 
we can drum up for this 
one,” said Olofsson, add-
ing that he’s looking for-
ward to meeting and 
talking to community 
members, “and hopefully 
make a great impression 
on our neighbors in the 
Park.”

MI Great Lakes Fish 
Co. — the only vendor 
that was part of the mar-
ket’s previous iteration — 
is coming back for six 

Saturdays. 
A number of bakeries 

will fi ll the gap left by the 
closure of Hillside 
Hearth. Among them are 
Death by Pastry, Cookies 
by M-K and Bossy B’s. 

LeRouge Boulangerie 
is on tap to sell fresh pro-
duce and honey from its 
farm in Metamora, as 
well as LeRouge mer-
chandise and picnic fi x-
ings.

“We wanted to be a 
part of the market this 
year because we really 
pride ourselves on engag-
ing with the community,” 
said Kaycee White, man-
ager of LeRouge. “We fi g-
ured what better way to 
engage than participat-
ing in a program that was 
started by some amazing 
community members? 
Also, it was so nice to 
have the market across 
the street from us last 
year that we knew we 
wanted to be a part of it 
this year — really get in 
on the action.

“I am most looking for-
ward to connecting with 

the community and really 
being able to showcase 
the amazing produce 
from our farm,” she 
added.

In addition to food-
stuffs and fl oral vendors, 
the market is expanding 
on a popular feature from 
last year. During Craft 
Market Days, the market 
will highlight local arti-
sans and handmade 
goods. Three are planned 
this season: the third 
Saturdays of July and 
August, as well as the last 
day of the market.

Another new facet to 
the market is the addition 
of a tented seating area, 
thanks to marquee spon-
sor, Corewell Health. 
M a r q u e e  s p o n s o r 
Excalibur Park is spon-
soring live music most 
Saturdays.

Additional sponsors 
include John Adams 
M o r t g a g e ,  P o i n t e 
Acupuncture, the Pointe 
Hardware group includ-
ing Marvin and Festool, 
Fisher Pointe Dental and 
Jim Saros Real Estate 
Services.

Fans of the market will 
be happy to know Park 
Farmers Market mer-
chandise again will be 
available for purchase.

“It’s cool seeing kids 
and adults in the commu-
nity wearing our shirts,” 
Field said. “It brings fun 
and approachable brand-
ing to all of this … to cre-
ate merch people want to 
wear around.

“… We’re fi nding ways 
to engage people beyond 
the Park, in the other 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Park Farmers Market opens June 14
Participating 
vendors to date

 ◆ Bossy B’s Bakery
 ◆ Charcuterie on 13th
 ◆ Cookies by M-K
 ◆ Death by Pastry
 ◆ Decent Detroit
 ◆ Eastern Market Farm Stand
 ◆ Flavors of Jamaica
 ◆ Freeman Meat Co.
 ◆ Gajiza Dumplings
 ◆ Green Rebellion
 ◆ Hens & Honey Homestead
 ◆ Irish Shortbread
 ◆ Let’s Pop
 ◆ LeRouge Boulangerie
 ◆ Luv Roots
 ◆ MI Great Lakes Fish Co.
 ◆ Millie Lou’s Pretzel Co.
 ◆ New Order Coffee Roasters
 ◆ Pet Wants
 ◆ Purely Gluten Free
 ◆ ROI Urban Farms
 ◆ Slow Sundays
 ◆ Taco Hernandez
 ◆ Waterborn

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ORCHID BERTELSEN

Vegetables, fruits, microgreens and other freshly 
grown goods take the stage at the Park Farmers 
Market, which opens this Saturday.

See MARKET, page 5B

Studies show that 80 percent of 
chronic diseases are related to 
lifestyle. Obesity, diabetes, high 
blood pressure, arthritis, heart 
disease and some cancers are 
preventable and reversible. 

Lifestyle medicine is a spe-
cialty that uses lifestyle interven-
tions primarily to treat these 
chronic conditions. Scientifi c evi-
dence supports the role of a 
whole-food, predominantly 
plant-based diet as an important 
strategy.

Dr. Pooja Gupta presents three 
lifestyle classes aimed at improv-
ing health and longevity this 
summer at Detroit Abloom, 248 
Manistique, Detroit. The Food is 
Medicine series takes place noon 
to 3 p.m. Saturdays, June 21, July 
26 and Aug. 16.

Gupta has practiced cardiology 
more than 20 years and is a certi-
fi ed lifestyle medicine physician. 
She will share how to incorpo-

rate fi ber-fi lled, nutrient-dense, 
antioxidant- and phytochemical-
rich and minimally processed 
vegetables, fruits, whole grains, 
legumes, nuts and seeds into 
one’s diet to treat the root cause 
of diseases, strengthen the 
immune system, reduce the risk 
for several kinds of cancers and 
restore health. 

Each session begins with a wel-
come and introduction, then 
moves into a topic of discussion 
— the six pillars of lifestyle med-
icine, aging vibrantly and gut 
microbiomes, for example — fol-
lowed by a cooking demonstra-
tion, lunch and socialization. 
Each session ends in meditation 
with music.

The objectives of the seminars 
are:

◆ knowing the role of lifestyle 
medicine and its six pillars in the 
prevention, treatment and rever-
sal of the chronic diseases;

◆ learning about the concept of 
a whole-food plant-based diet and 
different food groups included;

◆ learning the difference 
between a nutrient-dense diet and 
a calorie-dense diet;

◆ understanding how food 
plays a role in heart health, brain 
health and longevity;

◆ learning to read labels, shop-
ping and meal prepping;

◆ learning to cook fast, deli-
cious, five-minute plant-based 
recipes;

◆ having an opportunity to 
connect socially and

◆ understanding the role of 
stress and learning and practic-
ing the ancient Eastern art of 
meditation.

Gupta will be available for one-
on-one personal consultation if 
anyone is interested. 

Cost is $25 and registration is 
requ i red  a t  t inyur l . com/
58t4hmkw

‘Food is Medicine’ class coming to Detroit Abloom
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OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

James Donald “Jimmy”  
MacConnachie, 70, of 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
passed away Saturday, 
May 31, 2025. 

James was born Nov. 
17, 1954, to Beverly 
(nee Eidt) and James 
MacConnachie. He was 
a devoted husband, 
proud father, loving 
grandfather, steadfast 
brother, unbelievable 
uncle and loyal friend. 
Jimmy lived a life of 
adventure, incredible 
energy and amazing 
generosity.

Jimmy was the second 
born and oldest male 
of ten siblings.. While 
attending St. Ambrose 
Catholic School, Jimmy 
faithfully served as an 
altar boy, solidifying 
his faith and fostering a 
strong foundation of his 
core beliefs and values. 

Jimmy started a 
painting business with his 
brothers while attending 
Grosse Pointe South High 
School. This painting 
business funded his 
college experience. The 
Mac Brother’s Painting 
Company grew as Jimmy 
became a proud graduate 
of Western Michigan 
University. This time was 
a true testament to the 
grit and determination 

earned him the nickname 
“T Boss.” After college, 
Jim’s father passed away 
and he willingly stepped 
into the role of family 
patriarch — a spirit he 

carried into every chapter 
of his life.

Jimmy was a seasoned 
and successful salesman, 
which led him to become 
a self-made entrepreneur 
who built his company, 
U.S. Financial Services, 
from the ground up. He 
dedicated more than 40 
years to its growth and 
success. His work ethic, 
vision and commitment 
to his customers and 
employees made him a 
respected leader in his 
industry.

Outside of business, 
Jim spent most of his 
time at home and in the 
great outdoors. He was 
a skilled hunter, boater, 
pilot, craftsman and 
skier, both on the water 
and the snow. Lake 
Charlevoix held a special 
place in his heart. He 
proudly taught his own 
children and nearly 35 
nieces, nephews, friends 
and grandchildren how 
to water ski. He also was 
an avid hockey player in a 
local men’s league. In his 
later years, he devoted 
his time to volunteering 
with Camp Quality of 
Michigan, teaching kids 
how to snow ski on the 
hills of Boyne Mountain 
and Otsego. His love of 
cars and motorcycles was 
equally legendary and he 
often was found behind 
the wheel or handlebars 
of something fast, classic 
or both.

Above all, Jimmy 
was a family man. He is 
survived by his beloved 
wife, Sara; and their 
four children, Krystin, 
Meghan, Ally (Jason) and 
Christopher (Ashley). 
He was a cherished 
grandfather of six, 
Tony, Sal, Gigi, Dean, 

Henry and James, each 
of whom brought him 
immense joy and pride. 
He also is survived by his 
siblings, Kathleen, Bill,  
Kevin, Maureen, Ian and 
Roseann; and 18 nieces 
and nephews. Jimmy 
believed in inspiring 
the next generation. He 
was predeceased by his 
parents, Beverly and 
Jim; and siblings, Doug, 
Cerene and Dan.

Jimmy lived life on 
the edge with a fearless 
heart and contagious zest 
for living. His risk-to-
reward threshold for life 
was higher than anyone 
else would attempt. He 
encouraged everyone 
around him to follow 
their dreams and live 
life to the fullest. His 
bright spirit, teaching 
heart and deep love for 
adventure and family 
leave an indelible mark 
on all who knew him. He 
will be deeply missed but 
forever remembered by 
his loved ones.

Visitation takes 
place from 3 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, June 18, 
with a prayer service at 7 
p.m. at Chas. Verheyden 
Inc., 16300 Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Park. A funeral 
will be held Thursday, 
June 19. He will lie in 
state from 10 a.m. until 11 
a.m. Mass at St. Ambrose 
Catholic Church, 15020 
Hampton, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

memorial donations 
may be made to Camp 
Quality of Michigan, P.O. 
Box 345, Boyne City, MI 
49712, campqualityusa.
org/ways-to-help/donate.

Arrangements were 
entrusted to Chas. 
Verheyden Inc.

James Donald
MacConnachie

Charles Robert 
Whitney Jr. 

Charles “Chuck” Robert 
Whitney Jr., 75, of Grosse 
Pointe, passed away peace-
fully Tuesday, April 22, 
2025.

Chuck was born Sept. 4, 
1949, in Detroit, to Charles 
Robert Whitney and 
Beverly Jane (nee 
Swetland), both now 
deceased. He is survived 
by his beloved wife of 33 
years, Virginia “Gina” (nee 
Baubie). He was the loving 
father of three children, 
Charles, McGregor (Heidi) 
and Elisabeth (James 
Kendzorski); devoted 
grandfather of Willow, 
Juniper and Finnley; and 
supportive brother of 
Marcia Whitney, Jane 
Whitney Gage (Jen 
Bradford) and the late 
Tracy Whitney Howe. 

Chuck had success in 
many roles throughout his 
life, but he found his call-
ing as a restaurateur. 
Together, he and Gina 
owned and operated 
Whitney’s of Charlevoix 
for more than two decades. 
He was in his element at 
the restaurant and had a 
talent for creatively solving 
problems while always 
maintaining compassion 
for his employees.  

Living up north was a 
huge part of Chuck’s life; 
he adored going out on the 
open water on his beloved 
boat, “Gina B,” with his 
daughter and wife. He 
would anchor in the mid-
dle of the water, grill a 
great meal and enjoy the 
ambiance. An avid sports-

man, Chuck spent many 
hunting seasons and 
peaceful times on the 
Pigeon River in the Lower 
Peninsula of Michigan, as 
well as the deep woods of 
northern Canada. He cher-
ished duck hunting on the 
waters of Lake St. Clair 
near Mitchell’s Bay, 
Ontario, Canada, with gen-
erations of family and 
close friends. It was a pas-
sion until the end of his life. 
Chuck also had a lifelong 
love of motorcycles. The 
highlight of his many jour-
neys was a legendary run 
in the late 1970s from 
Detroit through Canada 
and up the Alaska 
Highway, and a 3,600-mile 
cross-country Harley 
Davidson trip with his sons 
nearly 20 years ago, 
dubbed “Zoom ’06.” 

Chuck will be fondly 
remembered by his many 
friends, family, countless 
bartenders, servers, dish-
washers, cooks and 
patrons for his effortless 
ability to swap stories, 
quote obscure history and 
bring smiles with his quick 
wit. The Whitney’s of 
Charlevoix annual end-of-
season employee party, 
lovingly known as 
Chuckstock, is remem-
bered to this day as a 
northern Michigan sum-
mer highlight.  

In lieu of fl owers, memo-
rial donations may be 
made to the St. John 
Foundation, 1 Ford Place, 
Ste. 5A, Detroit, MI 48202, 
henryford.com/develop-
ment/priorities/st-john-pri-
orities/giving-form. 

A celebration of life will 

be held at 4 p.m. Friday, 
June 20, at Ford House, 
1100 Lakeshore, Grosse 
Pointe Shores.

Anne Bullock 
Sullivan

Anne Bullock Sullivan, 
63, a longtime Grosse 
Pointe Farms resident, 
passed away peace-
fully and surrounded by 
family Monday, May 26, 
2025, after a year of treat-
ment for ovarian cancer. 

Anne was a sparkling 
light of joy and positivity. 
She was born Feb. 21, 
1962, in Boulder, Colo., to 
Don and Mary Bullock, 
both now deceased. She 
was raised in Kalamazoo 
and graduated from Loy 
Norrix High School and 
Michigan State University.

Anne is survived by her 
husband and love of her 
life, Jim Dixon; children, 
Bridget Sullivan (Ted), 
Melissa Sullivan (John) 
and Mikey Sullivan 
(Janine); stepchildren, 
Jimmy Dixon (Holly), Sally 
Dixon and Danny Dixon; 
and her canine compan-
ion, Sassy. She also is sur-
vived by her siblings, Andy 
Bullock (Nancy), Susan 
Bennett (Tod) and Carol 
Russell (Scott); as well as 
many friends, cousins, 
nieces and nephews.

Anne’s enthusiastic zest 
for life meant she had a 
wide range of interests and 
activities. She loved gar-
dening, walking, yoga, 
reading, book club, mah-
jong and feeding the birds 
in her yard. Watching the 

sunrise over Lake St. Clair 
during all seasons was a 
special time for her. She 
loved all kinds of music, 
especially any that led to 
dancing in the kitchen or a 
family sing-along. She 
learned to sew as a child 
with her mother and that 
interest continued into 
adulthood as she became 
quite accomplished. She 
also enjoyed exploring the 
arts, frequently visiting the 
Detroit Institute of Arts 
and working on her own 
watercolor painting skills. 

Anne found motherhood 
extremely rewarding and 
took pride in building 
strong and loving relation-
ships with each of her chil-
dren. She was an active 
member of Grosse Pointe 
United Methodist Church, 
including singing in the 
choir, playing the bells and 
participating in a leader-
ship role with Stephen 
Ministries. She was cher-
ished by coworkers at all of 
her jobs over the years, 
most recently at Blaser 
Design Group, where she 
was described as the back-
bone of the business. Over 
the past four years, Anne 
had been walking across 
Michigan, from Lake 
Michigan to Lake Huron, 
with her two sisters. They 
completed 200 miles just 
prior to her cancer diagno-
sis last year.

In lieu of fl owers, Anne 
requested that memorial 
donations be made to the 
Ovarian Cancer Research 
Alliance, ocrahope.org/get-
involved/ways-to-give/

honor-a-loved-one, or the 
National Ovarian Cancer 
Coalition, 12221 Merit, Ste. 
1950, Dallas, TX 75251, 
ovarian.org/get-involved/
ways-to-give. 

A memorial service will 
be held at 11 a.m. Friday, 
June 20, at Grosse Pointe 
United Methodist Church, 
211 Moross, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. Visitation begins at 
9:30 a.m. Her family asks 
that people pay forward 
any compliment or act of 
kindness shown by Anne 
so her light may continue 
to shine.

Alice Staniec
Alice Staniec, 97, a for-

mer resident of Grosse 
Pointe Shores, passed 
away Monday, March 31, 
2025. Alice left this world 
peacefully and surrounded 
by her family in her 
adopted home of South 
Florida. After a life fi lled 
with love and accomplish-
ment, she reunites with her 
husband, Edward, the true 
love of her life. 

Alice’s parents, Dmytro 
and Anna Mudry, immi-
grated from Ukraine, so 
Alice and her three sisters 
— Dolores, Olga and Mary 
— grew up speaking 
Ukrainian as a secondary 
language. Alice passed on 
parts of the language to her 
children, mostly with sim-
ple phrases like “dyvys´ 
na” (“look here” in English) 
to get their attention. 

A mother of three and 
grandmother of fi ve, Alice 

was a devout Roman 
Catholic who regularly 
attended Mass at St. Paul 
on the Lake Catholic 
Church and prayed the 
Rosary daily. She worked 
as an elementary school 
teacher in East Detroit and 
later volunteered at both 
Ford House and Henry 
Ford Cottage Hospital.

Alice valued family, 
healthy living and exercise. 
She preached the virtue of 
patience, importance of 
education, benefi ts of exer-
cise and the value of a dol-
lar. She attended countless 
swim meets and football, 
basketball and baseball 
games, but loved nothing 
more than family mem-
bers’ Catholic sacraments 
and school graduations.

Alice was a great cook 
and hosted countless 
games of wiffle ball and 
Rummikub in her back-
yard. She walked or biked 
along Lakeshore every day 
and was a regular at the 
Grosse Pointe Woods and 
Shores parks. She always 
had a kind word for strang-
ers and crafted the most 
thoughtful handwritten 
cards for holidays.

Alice is survived by her 
children, Paul, Mary Anne 
(Michael McMillin) and 
Shelley (Scott Kudialis); 
grandchildren, Dana 
(Damian Suvaka) , 
Christopher, Scotty, 
Heather and Kristin; and 
great-grandchildren, 
Ariana and Alexander.

A funeral Mass will be 
held at St. Paul on the Lake 
Catholic Church.

Alice StaniecAnne Bullock SullivanCharles R. Whitney Jr.

Helene Joy Hackett  
AND

William John Hackett

Helene Joy Hackett, 91, and William John 
Hackett, 94, of Grosse Pointe Farms, went to 
heaven just six hours apart. Helene passed 
away Monday, May 12, 2025, and William 
in the early hours of Tuesday, May 13, 2025. 
They were childhood sweethearts and spent 
70 years of marriage together.

Helene and William were the cherished 
mother and father of John Hackett (Pamela) 
and Jamie Hackett (Ben Dixon); proud 
grandparents of Michael (Meredith Mengel), 
Jennifer, John (Adrian) and Tamie (Charles); 
great-grandparents of James, Logan, Nolan, 
Cassie and Amanda (Cody); and great-great-
grandparents of Lawson, Colton and Blakey. 

Helene was predeceased by her parents, 
John and Edith Wright; and her three 
brothers, Jack, Jim and Richard Wright. 
William was predeceased by his parents, 
Lyle and Leona Hackett. He is survived by 
his brother, Lawrence Hackett (Norma) and 
Diane Hackett. 

Helene was born June 21, 1933, in Flint, 
Mich. She graduated as valedictorian of Flint 
Central High School’s Class of 1951. She then 
graduated from Michigan State University 
with high honors. Helene taught elementary 
school in St. Clair Shores, Chesterfield 
Township, East Detroit and Ft. Lauderdale, 
Fla. She was a Brownie and Girl Scout leader 
for 14 years and taught Sunday school for 
18 years. She was a genealogy historian, 
member of the St. Lucie Historical Society 
and Daughters of the American Revolution. 
She was known for her sweet, giving, kind-
hearted personality and caring for others. 

William was born Oct. 25, 1930, in 
Rosebush, Mich. He drew people in like a 

magnet due to his servant’s heart, personality, 
sense of humor and positive attitude toward 
life. He proudly served his country in the U.S. 
Army and played baseball for the General. 
William was an educator and a principal for 
many years and was celebrated nationally 
for his achievements. He had a Masters 60 
and three minors. He was actively involved 
in the athletic endeavors of his children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
and was inducted into the Flint Athletic 
Hall of Fame for his role in the national 
championship in Hutchinson, Kan., for 
his college basketball-playing days. He was 
the “scout” for the original Grosse Pointe 
Bulldog hockey team, which was named after 
his nickname, “Bulldog Bill.” Ultimately, all 
travel teams in the GP Hockey Association 
took on the “Bulldogs” name through a 
vote. Some of Dad’s fondest memories were 
from his grandkids competing with GP 
Bulldogs hockey, GP South baseball, hockey, 
volleyball and football and GP Farms/
City Little League, Babe Ruth and the GP 
Redbirds.

They were both music lovers of a variety 
of genres. They appreciated God’s great 
outdoors and enjoyed traveling with the 
family throughout the United States during 
the summers in a pop-up camper. They 
really enjoyed their driveby birthdays in 
the front yard when the community would 
come by and honk and talk with them. Both 
exhibited a strong work ethic and instilled 
family values and were full of love. They will 
be missed dearly.

A private family service will be held  
this fall.



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, JUNE 12, 2025

CHURCHES  |  5B 

Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

061225

Worship
     Service

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study

9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service

WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

6:30 p.m. - Worship Service
Solomon Spangler, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org

Preston Place, Grosse 
P o i n t e  F a r m s . 
“Glamorous Night” 
includes catering by 405 
Hospitality Group, valet 
parking, open bars, live 
music, classic Hudson 
cars on display and more. 
Proceeds support the 
mission of the Grosse 
Pointe Historical Society. 
For tickets, visit tinyurl.
com/bdcz6fur.

POST Detroit
POST Detroit, 14500 

Kercheval, Detroit, hosts 
several workshops dur-
ing May. To sign up for 
the following, visit 
mutualadoration.com:

◆  F ree  +  Fun 
Community Clothing 
Swap, noon to 8 p.m. 
F r i d a y ,  J u n e  1 3 . 
Registration is required. 

◆ Mending Workshop: 
R e v e r s e  A p p l i q u e 
Embroidery, 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saturday, June 14. 
Cost is $65.

◆ Pressed Flower 
Workshop:  Framed 
Floral Art, 3 to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, June 14. Cost 
is $85.

◆ Meet the Maker: 
Melissa West of Studio M 
West, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, June 14.

◆ Screen Printing 
Workshop: Pet Portraits, 
10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Sunday, June 15. Cost is 
$100.

◆ Jewelry Workshop: 
Marbled Effects in 
Polymer Clay, noon to 3 
p.m. Sunday, June 15. 
Cost is $75.

◆ Fibers Workshop: 
Pom Pom Garland, 6 to 9 
p.m. Wednesday, June 
18. Cost is $60.

DIA
The Detroit Institute of 

Arts hosts a variety of 
exhibitions and installa-
tions during the month of 
June. Museum admission 
is free for residents of 
Wayne, Macomb and 
Oakland counties. For 
more information, visit 
dia.org.

◆ Drawing in the 
Galleries: American, 6 to 
8:30 p.m. Friday, June 13, 
and noon to 4 p.m. 
Sunday, June 15.

◆ Drop-in Workshop: 
Pamphlet Stitch Books, 6 
to 8:30 p.m. Friday, June 
13, noon to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, June 14, and 
noon to 4 p.m. Sunday, 
June 15.

◆ The fi lm “Holy Cow” 
is shown 7 p.m. Friday, 
June 13; 3 and 7 p.m. 
Saturday, June 14; and 2 
p.m. Sunday, June 15.

◆ Friday Night Live! 
Tunde Olaniran, 7 p.m. 
Friday, June 13.

◆ 2025 Annual Teen 
Summit, 9:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Saturday, June 14.

◆ The Rainbow Beard 
Show, 2 p.m. Saturday, 
June 14.

◆  G u e s t  A r t i s t 
Demonstration: Weaving 
with Michael L. Daitch, 
Coat of Many Colors 
Handweavers, noon to 4 
p.m. Sunday, June 15.

◆ Member Scavenger 
Hunt, 2 to 4 p.m. Sunday, 

June 15.
◆  G r e a t  L a k e s 

Chamber Music Festival, 
7 p.m. Sunday, June 15.

◆ The fourth annual 
Wayne County High 
School Art Exhibition, 
Friday, June 20, to 
Sunday, July 20.

Family Center
The Family Center of 

Grosse Pointe and 
Harper Woods has part-
nered with Grosse Pointe 
Woods and Grosse Pointe 
Farms to offer a free 
Family Movie Night at 8 
p.m. Friday, June 13, at 
Ghesquiere Park in the 
Woods. Families should 
bring snacks, lawn chairs 
and blankets to watch 
“Trolls Band Together.” 
Treat Dreams Ice Cream 
will be available for pur-
chase.

The Family Center of 
Grosse Pointe and 
Harper Woods hosts QPR 
& Quesadillas, from 4 to 
5 p.m. Tuesday, June 17, 
at Hydrangea Kitchen, 
371 Fisher. Attendees 
will learn to recognize 
the warning signs of sui-
cide, how to offer hope 
and get help. Training is 
free, but registration is 
required. Email maryjo@
familycenterhelps.org.

GPAA
The Grosse Pointe 

Artists Association offers 
a variety of classes at its 
studio, located at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. To register for the 
following, visit grossep-
ointeartcenter.org.

◆ Explorations in 
Abstraction with Valerie 
Allen, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday, 
June 14 and 15.

◆  “Nostalgia,”  a 
Japanese woodblock 
workshop with Nobuko 
Yamasaki, 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saturdays, June 21 
and 28, and July 12. 
Registration closes June 
7.

◆ Writing Workshop 
with Jan Dale: How to 
write better descriptions 
of your art show pieces, 1 
to 2:30 p.m. Saturday, 
June 21.

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a 
variety of programs. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.

◆ Readers’ Choice 
Book Discussion group, 
noon to 1 p.m. Saturday, 
June 14, at Ewald, 15175 
E. Jefferson, Grosse 
Pointe Park.

◆ A Look into Interior 
Design, 2:30 to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, June 14, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Beginning Sunday, 
June 15, all three library 
branches will be closed on 
Sundays for the summer.

◆ Monday Art with 
Mari, 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Monday, June 16, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆  Family  Movie 
Mondays, 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Monday, June 16, at 

Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Read, Rhyme & Play, 
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, June 17, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Read, Rhyme & Play, 
11 a.m. to noon Tuesday, 
June 17, at Ewald, 15175 
E. Jefferson, Grosse 
Pointe Park.

◆ Summer Book Binge: 
Teen Book Club, 6 to 7 
p.m. Tuesday, June 17, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ MESSY Art, 10 to 11 
a.m. Wednesday, June 
18, at Central,  10 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

◆ GPPL@Windmill 
Pointe Park, 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Thursday, June 19.

◆ Crafternoons@the 
Library, 1 to 3 p.m. 
Thursday, June 19, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Reader Dog, 10 to 11 
a.m. Saturday, June 21, 
at Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Saturday Drop-In 
Storytime, 10:30 to 11 
a.m. Saturday, June 21, 
at Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers a variety of classes 
a n d  p r o g r a m s . 
Registration is required 
at (313) 882-9600 for the 
following:

◆ Me and My Grand, 2 
to 4 p.m. Tuesday, June 
17. Grandparents and 
their grandchildren will 
decorate birdhouses. 
Cost is $10 for members, 
$15 for guests and free 
for children.

◆ Out-to-Lunch Bunch, 
n o o n  t o  2  p . m . 
Wednesday, June 18. 
The group will go to 
Watermark Bar & Grille. 
Bus fare is $6 for mem-
bers, $8 for guests.

◆  F ie ld  t r ip  to 
Orchestra Hall, 10 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. Friday, June 
20,  to  see “Let ’s 
Misbehave: The Songs of 
Cole Porter.” Cost is $52 
for members, $58 for 
guests.

◆ The movie “My 
Penguin Friend” is 
shown at noon Friday, 
June 20. Cost is $3 for 
members, $5 for guests. 

Auction/Dinner
The 33rd annual Bid 

for Life auction/dinner 
takes place Tuesday, 
June 17, at the Vintage 
House Banquet Hall, 
31816 Utica, Fraser. 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m., 
followed by a family-
style dinner at 7 p.m. The 
event includes live and 
silent auctions and a 
50/50 raffle. Hawaiian 
dress is encouraged, but 
not required. Tickets are 
$55 per person, $400 for 
a table of eight. Proceeds 
benefi t the Right to Life 
of Michigan Educational 
Fund. For tickets or 
information, call (586) 
774-6050, email macomb
rlm@rtl.org or visit rtl.
org.

EVENTS:
Continued from page 2B

Pointes,” he added. “It’s a 
really important goal. We 
want to get folks to come 
west Saturday mornings 
and join us. Give us a shot 
and check us out if you 
haven’t already. We want 
to bring together the 
Pointes and east Detroit. 
We want to be a bright 
spot in folks’ week.”

Education also is para-
mount to organizers. 

“We’re a local farmers 
market that sources from 
Michigan,” Field said. 
“Part of our role is edu-
cating people. The upside 
is that the quality and 
freshness and taste when 
things are in peak season 
locally outweighs the fact 
you can’t get everything 
all the time. It’s incum-
bent on us to provide edu-
cation and connect 
people with the source of 
their food.”

Those who would like 
to see the offi cial Grosse 
Pointe Chamber of 
Commerce ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony, featuring 
Park Mayor Michele 
Hodges, should arrive at 

8:45 a.m. opening day. 
“She’ll stick around our 

booth for ‘Coffee with the 
Mayor,’” Crouse said. 
“We hope to have differ-
ent city representatives in 
the booth with us on dif-

ferent Saturdays through-
out the season.”

For more information, 
visit parkfarmersmarket.
com or find it on 
Instagram @parkfarmer
smarketgpp.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ORCHID BERTELSEN

Florals are represented again at this year’s Park 
Farmers Market.

MARKET:
Continued from page 3B

COURTESY PHOTOS

“Enchanting Rose Garden” in Grosse Pointe Farms.

The Detroit Garden 
Conservancy welcomes 
guests to Detroit Garden 
Weekend, June 13 to 15. 
The three-day event 
offers a peek into several 
gardens, showcasing 
design, artistry and 
nature.

Friday, June 13, the 2.5-
acre Oudolf Garden 
Detroit on Belle Isle takes 
center stage through 
“Exploring the Oudolf 
Plant Palette for Year-
Round Beauty.” Ground 
crew members Meredith 
Simpson and Richard 
Thomas will discuss the 
design philosophy of Piet 
Oudolf, followed by a 
stroll through the garden. 
The program begins at 4 
p.m. Cost is $30 for 
Garden Conservancy 
members, $40 for the 
public.

From 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, June 14, five 
private gardens in Wayne 
and Oakland counties 
will welcome visitors dur-

i n g  t h e  G a r d e n 
Conservancy Open Days 
program. Open gardens 
include two in Grosse 
Pointe Farms, one in 
Grosse Pointe Park, one 
in Pleasant Ridge and a 
fi fth in the Boston Edison 
district of Detroit. 
Admission is $5 per gar-

d e n  f o r  G a r d e n 
Conservancy members, 
$10 for the public.

The weekend con-
cludes 2 to 5 p.m. Sunday, 
June 15, with “The Most 
Important Room of a 
House: The Garden,” dur-
ing which guests will 
learn about the Dorothy 
H. Turkel House, a Frank 
Lloyd Wright-designed 
residence in the Palmer 
Woods Historic District. 
Homeowners Norman 
Silk and Dale Morgan, in 
conversation with land-
scape architect Richard 
Hass, will discuss the 
interplay between archi-
tecture and landscape. 
Cost is $120 for Garden 
Conservancy members, 
$140 for the public.

Tickets for all three 
events may be purchased 
online at gardenconser-
vancy .org .  Garden 
addresses for the Open 
Days program will be 
released to ticket holders.

For more information, 
visit gardenconservancy.
org.

Detroit Garden Weekend is June 13-15

“An Urban Refuge for our Native Friends” in Grosse 
Pointe Park.

“Jardin a la Francaise” in Grosse Pointe Farms.
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days of the tour. Members 
of the Sweet Strings 
Dulcimer Band will per-
form at noon in the 
Ryszewski garden at 
1110 N. Oxford, Grosse 
Pointe Woods; Grosse 
Pointe South High 
School’s St. Clair Trio 
will perform at 1 p.m. in 
the DeSantis-Steyer gar-
den at 807 Roslyn, Grosse 
Pointe Woods; and 
South’s Festival of 
Flutists will perform at 11 
a.m. in Jayne Kasuba’s 
g a r d e n  a t  1 2 4 7 
Kensington, Grosse 
Pointe Park.

Kasuba’s Boston ivy-
covered home has been a 
“work in progress” for 34 
years.

“We chose to not have 
children; these are my 
children,” she said of the 
many plants and blooms 
that cover her front and 
back yards. “I was a 
librarian and would read 
gardening books at work 
and think, ‘I’m going to 
try that.’

“I love growing things, 
nurturing things,” she 
added. “Spring is my 
favorite time, seeing 
everything coming up 
that made it through the 
winter.”

The grounds were a 
blank slate when she 
moved in; now they’re 
full of dogwoods and aza-
leas,  junipers and 
hydrangeas, cranesbill 
and caladium and every-
thing in between.

“I learn through trial 
and error,” Kasuba said. 
“It’s fun to try different 
things. I go through it 
and make plans for next 
year. I just can’t help it.”

Park resident Rebecca 
Barry can relate.

“I always think I’m 
done, but then I’m always 
doing something,” Barry 

said. “There will be a 
‘next.’”

Her backyard retreat at 
1246 Balfour includes 
hostas, ferns, primroses, 
peonies and clematis that 
are accented by bird 
feeders, statuettes and 
other decorations, creat-
ing a whimsical backyard 
retreat. She began work-
ing on the space — which 
also includes a large 
raised vegetable garden 
— four years ago.

“I had a vision in my 
head of an illustration in 
a children’s book — the 
black marker with water-
color behind it,” Barry 
said. “I decided I was 
going to try to make it.”

H e r  v i s i o n  w a s 
brought to fruition and 
includes a birdbath, bird 
feeder and humming-
bird feeder with auto-
matic cameras that snap 
photos of the variety of 
winged visitors to her 
gated garden.

Refreshments will be 
offered at Barry’s gar-
den, also the site of the 
tour’s Garden Shoppe, 
which will carry hand 
soap, aprons, tools and 
other gardening sup-
plies. The yard also will 
showcase this year’s raf-
fl e items (see sidebar).

Other gardens on the 
tour include the Beals 
garden at 56 Mapleton 

in Grosse Pointe Farms 
and the Graziani garden 
at 51 Michaux Court in 
Grosse Pointe Shores.

“One of the things I 
love most about garden-
ing (is) we are always 
learning and experi-
menting with plants and 
designs,” Kathy Brown 
said. “In our quest for 
gardens each year, the 
goal Ginny and I have is 
to present different fea-
tures, designs and types 
of gardens, so that you 
come away with new 
and exciting ideas to try 
at home.”

For more information 
or for tickets, visit 
gpgardencenter.org.

GARDENS:
Continued from page 1B

Pictured clockwise, from left, Jayne Kasuba’s yards 
feature a variety of healthy blooms; Kelly Konieczki 
educates passersby about native plants and pollina-
tors with signs throughout her gardens; a massive 
vegetable garden is growing strong in Rebecca 
Barry’s rear yard.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Tickets, please
Tickets to the 33rd annual Grosse Pointe Garden Tour are $15 in 
advance, $20 on tour days. Tour-day tickets are only available at 
The War Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe Farms.
Tickets will be sold in advance at the following businesses:

 ◆ Coreander’s Children’s Bookshoppe, 15116 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Park

 ◆ Allemon’s Landscape Center, 17727 Mack, Detroit
 ◆ Other World Grosse Pointe, 17750 Mack, Grosse Pointe
 ◆ Charvat the Florist, 18590 Mack, Grosse Pointe Farms
 ◆ Viviano Flower Shop, 20087 Mack, Grosse Pointe Woods
 ◆ Moehring Woods Florist, 20923 Mack, Grosse Pointe Woods
 ◆ Wild Birds Unlimited, 20381 Mack, Grosse Pointe Woods
 ◆ Conner Park Florist, 21480 Greater Mack, St. Clair Shores
 ◆ Greenhouse Gardens, 21807 Greater Mack, St. Clair Shores
 ◆ Soulliere Landscaping and Garden Center, 23919 Little Mack, 

St. Clair Shores
 ◆ English Gardens, 22501 Kelly, Eastpointe
 ◆ The War Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe Farms

Tickets also may be ordered online at gpgardencenter.org and 
picked up the day of the tours at The War Memorial.

Jan. 1.
“I announced the 

album was going up on 
Bandcamp,” he said. “I 
thought I’d sell two or 
three CDs. By the next 
morning, it was com-
pletely sold out. That’s 
not counting digital sales 
and streams.

“That day I checked 
the charts for hyperpop,” 
he added. “It was No. 1 in 
that category, so I 
thought I’d dig a little 
deeper. It was No. 1 in 
Michigan, No. 1 in 
Detroit and, for elec-
tronic music, it was No. 
10 in the world.”

Flatroom !! digital 
downloads and mer-
chandise are available on 
flatroom.straw.page, 
while people who see 
him perform live have a 
chance to purchase an 
otherwise sold-out CD. 
Each one is signed and 
includes a print cover of 
one of his singles, as well 

as a guitar pick 
bearing his logo.

“I wanted to do 
s o m e t h i n g 
unique,” he said.

Stuckless per-
formed locally 
M a y  3 0  a t 
Cabbage Patch 
Saloon and, more 
recently, at The 
Blind Pig in Ann 
Arbor. He also 
has played the 
Crofoot Ballroom 
in Pontiac and 
N e w  D o d g e 
L o u n g e  i n 
Hamtramck.

“Every time I 
do a show, I learn 
a lot,” he said.

T h e  2 0 2 2 
Grosse Pointe 
N o r t h  H i g h 
School grad — 
who was naturally gifted 
with perfect pitch and 
synesthesia — hopes to 
someday tour the world 
performing shows while 
calling New York City 
home.

“That’s where all this 
music comes from, 

where the club scene 
originated for this 
music,” he said. “I want 
to do music for the rest 
of my life.”

In the meantime, he 
puts his natural talents to 
use as a music director 
for  Grosse Pointe 

Theatre’s Youth on Stage 
program. The students 
he worked with had an 
influence over his new 
album.

“When I was making 
the album, I thought a lot 
about my kids,” he said. 
“I was releasing it while I 

was working with the 
kids;  we just  did 
‘SpongeBob.’  So I 
decided I was going to 
make this album entirely 
clean; I can’t swear.”

While he’s still getting 
used to his rising-star 
status, his hometown 

roots help him make sure 
to keep his feet on the 
ground.

“I’m still learning what 
all of this means,” he 
said. “I don’t pretend I 
know everything. I’m 
lucky to have the support 
of people everywhere I 
go — my mom, my dad, 
my grandparents, my 
friends. They know I 
have a talent for this and 
this is what I want to do.

“… To build a career, 
you have to put yourself 
out there,” he added. “It’s 
hard, but it’s so worth it. 
To people who are trying 
to make a career out of 
music, put yourselves 
out there. The worst 
thing you can do is be 
parasocial with artists. 
Don’t lie about your sta-
tus as a musician. Be 
yourself, but don’t be 
scared to put yourself 
out there. Don’t be 
scared of opportunity. As 
a musician, you’re going 
to have regrets: ‘I wish I 
did this or I wish I did 
that.’ You don’t have to 
wish; just do it.”

CHART:
Continued from page 2B

Josh 
Stuckless 
recently 
performed 
at Cabbage 
Patch 
Saloon in 
Grosse 
Pointe Park.

PHOTO 
COURTESY OF 

TOM NIXON

The Detroit Artists 
Market’s exhibition, 
“Dope Women in Media,” 
curated by Laura Gibson, 
has been relocated to the 
Center Galleries at the 
College for Creative 
Studies.  Original ly 
scheduled to open Jan. 
24, the exhibition was 
postponed due to a sig-
nifi cant fl ood that tempo-
rarily closed DAM’s 
gallery for renovations.

“CCS is pleased to part-
ner with our friends and 
neighbors at the Detroit 
Artists Market to pro-

duce this exhibition,” 
said Lucy Cahill, CCS 
gallery coordinator. “The 
Detroit arts community’s 
resilience and creative 
impact is strengthened 
when we show up for one 
another, revealing the 
importance of thoughtful 
collaboration. ‘Dope 
Women in Media’ is a 
timely exhibition and 
these artists deserve their 
time in the spotlight.”

“Dope Women in 
Media” celebrates the 
groundbreaking contri-
butions of women in 

media arts. Featuring 
work by Detroit-based 
artists, the show explores 
intersections of film, 
video, photography and 
new media, highlighting 
personal and social 
themes shaping contem-
porary culture. Through 
bold, experimental and 
critical practices, the 
exhibition shines a spot-
light on the powerful 
voices of Detroit women 
working in art, fi lmmak-
ing and storytelling.

“I’m grateful to the 
Detroit Artists Market 

and the College for 
Creative Studies for part-
nering to showcase the 
‘Dope Women in Media’ 
exhibition,” curator 
Laura Gibson said. 
“DAM’s efforts to keep 
its programming alive 
while recovering its 
space is to be applauded. 
I look forward to seeing 
these amazing women 
photographers and fi lm-
makers on display at 
CCS.”

“Even in the face of 
unexpected challenges, 
DAM remains committed 

to program continuity 
and providing opportuni-
ties to showcase local art-
ists,” DAM Executive 
Director Miah J. Davis 
said. “We’re grateful to 
the College for Creative 
Studies for their gener-
ous partnership in ensur-
ing ‘Dope Women in 
Media’ receives the visi-
bility it deserves.”

Participating artists 
i n c l u d e  J u a n i t a 
Anderson, Danielle 
Eliska, Asia Hamilton, 
Arrielle Mock and Nina 
Young. The featured art-

ist is Deb King, curated 
by Gary Eleinko.

The exhibition opens 
Friday, June 20, and runs 
through Friday, Aug. 1, at 
CCS, 301 Frederick, 
Detroit. Gallery hours are 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday.

A free public opening 
reception takes place 5 to 
8 p.m. Friday, June 20. 
Guests will have the 
opportunity to meet the 
curator and artists. 

For more information, 
visit detroitartistsmarket.
org.

Detroit Artists Market, CCS present ‘Dope Women in Media’
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18412 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Farms

Kim Valice, Realtor
Sine & Monaghan REALTORS®

Kimpvalice@gmail.com
@kimperezvalice

Kim.searchmichiganhomesforsale.com

313-320-2544

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY
Animals Available for 
Adoption at gpaas.org
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
313-884-1551 OR www.gpaas.org

Ca ll to a rra nge aCa ll to a rra nge a
Meet a nd Gre etMeet a nd Gre et

MeetMeet

VANNAVANNA

gpaas.or

 MeetMeet

DENV ER DENV ER & BO U LD ER BO U LD ER
20542 Harper

(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

Both Males, Bonded pair, 5 years old, Both Males, Bonded pair, 5 years old, 
Pure Bred Beagles, Denver id Tricolor,Pure Bred Beagles, Denver id Tricolor,

Boulder is White/Brown.Boulder is White/Brown.

Village Lock & Village Lock & HHome Repair

The only locksmith on Mack Avenue

18554 Mack Avenue • Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48236
villagelockgp@gmail.com • 313-881-8603
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WINDOWS & DOORS

Storm Doors • Windows • Screen Repair
Home Safes, Keys & More

16
colors

Expert Installation & ServiceExpert Installation & Service

Next Open Houses
Sat., June 14th & June 28th

10-Noon

Male, 3 months old,Male, 3 months old,
Shorthair, Shorthair, White/Tabby.White/Tabby.

After 25 years of play-
ing music around the 
world, Adam Turla still 
gets a kick out of his 
memories of growing up 
in Grosse Pointe

“I think about the lake 
a lot,” he said during a 
recent phone interview. 
“I like to visit my old 
haunts when I come 
back. I’ll drive by a base-
ball fi eld and there’ll be a 
game going on and I 
think back to how many 
games I played there. 
Little League was a big 
part of my life growing 
up.”

The 1999 Grosse Pointe 
South High School grad-
uate and his band, 
Murder by Death, kicked 
off their farewell tour 
earlier this month where 
it all began, Bloomington, 
Ind. Turla and his now 

wife, Sarah Balliet, 
started the band in 2000, 
shortly after meeting as 
freshman at Indiana 
University.

“We’ve played more 
than 2,000 gigs,” he said. 
“That’s a lot of wear and 
tear.”

They’ll play their fi nal 

Detroit-area show at 6 
p.m. Friday, June 20, at 
St. Andrew’s Hall.

“I saw a lot of concerts 
there,” Turla said. “It was 
a very formative place for 
me. It was a culture you 
could imagine being part 
of.”

He also credits his step-

mother, Julie, for expos-
ing him to a lot of music.

“I was her concert 
buddy,” he laughed. “By 
the time I was 12, I’d seen 
Iggy Pop, Lou Reed, 
David Bowie.”

For those unfamiliar 
with the six-member 
band, Murder by Death’s 
music is far different 
from what the name 
implies. They are known 
for playing a mix of 
instrumentals, rock and 
alt-country, including 
Balliet’s electric cello.

Turla said he and 
Balliet, the only two orig-
inal members remaining, 
are a team.

“It’s been challenging, 
but also rewarding,” he 
said. 

Turla’s introduction to 
playing music came via 
his longtime classmate, 
Ryan Browne.

“He had a guitar and 
his mom found another 

one at a garage sale that 
I bought from her for 
$20,” he said. “We took 
lessons somewhere on 
Mack from a guy named 
Rob. He taught us blues 
and jazz scales and then 
we’d hang out in the 
basement practicing.”

He also has other fond 
memories of the Pointes.

“We used to skip home-
room and go get break-
fast at Janet’s Lunch,” he 
recalled. “And we used to 
ride our bikes every-
where.”

That included the for-
mer Shores Madrid the-
ater in St. Clair Shores at 
Nine Mile and Greater 
Mack.

“I still remember see-
ing ‘Indiana Jones and 
the Last Crusade’ there,” 
Turla said. “And I like to 
go to Travis for a burger 
when I visit.”

N o w  l i v i n g  i n 
Louisville, Ky., Turla and 

Balliet also are in the res-
taurant business as own-
ers of Pizza Lupo.

“It’s a big passion,” he 
said. “My brother-in-law, 
Max, is a co-owner and 
executive chef, so we’re 
partnering with his tal-
ent.”

Turla said he enjoyed 
trying different kinds of 
food while touring.

“When you travel, the 
one thing you can control 
is what you eat,” he 
explained. “It’s the one 
thing that changes every 
day.”

When the tour wraps 
up in November, that 
doesn’t necessarily mean 
the end of the band. They 
plan to still do their 
annual summer shows at 
The Caverns in Pelham, 
Tenn.

“We actually play in a 
cave, which is a really 
cool experience,” Turla 
said. “It’ll give us a 
chance to still connect 
with people.”

See murderbydeath.
com for more tour infor-
mation.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Pointer’s band winding down

The Detroit Institute of 
Arts recently announced 
the renaming of the 
director’s role to the 
Mary Anne and Eugene 
A. Gargaro Jr. Director, 
President, and CEO, in 
recognition of nearly $15 
million in gifts made to 
the museum’s unre-
stricted operating endow-
ment. The contributions 
will help ensure contin-
ued excel lence in 
museum leadership for 
generations to come. 

The endowment recog-
nizes Gene Gargaro’s 
decades of service and 
dedication to the DIA as 
chairman of the board, a 
position he held until 
2024, and underscores 
the impact he and his 
wife, Mary Anne, have 
had on the museum’s 
growth and stability. 

His leadership was 
instrumental in key mile-
stones, including spear-
heading fundraising for 
the museum’s $158 mil-
lion renovation, expan-
sion and grand reopening 
in 2007; maintaining the 
museum’s fiscal health 
during the 2008-09 global 
fi nancial crisis; guiding 
the strategic initiative in 
2013-14 to navigate the 
m u s e u m  t h r o u g h 
Detroit’s bankruptcy, 
including being a key 
leader in the “Grand 
Bargain”; achieving the 
DIA’s $100 million com-
mitment to the “Grand 
Bargain” to preserve the 
museum’s collection and 
secure the city of 
Detroit’s pension invest-
ments; co-chairing the 
museum’s original mill-
age in 2012 and its 
renewal in 2020; and 
overseeing nearly $800 
million in total fundrais-
ing over 20 years.

Mary Anne Gargaro 
has been her husband’s 
strategic partner and 
advisor, acting in many 
capacities at the DIA her-
self, including serving as 
gala chair and serving on 
the Associates of the 

American Wing Auxiliary 
Board. Both Gene and 
Mary Anne Gargaro 
received the 2015 
Lifetime Service Award.

The Gargaros, resi-
dents of Grosse Pointe, 
personally contributed 
$1 million to the endow-
ment, which has received 
nearly 100 gifts from 
donors, including seven-
fi gure gifts from numer-
ous families, including 
Bonnie Ann Larson; 
Mary Kay and Keith E. 
Crain; Jennifer and 
David T. Fischer; the 
Jennifer and Terence 
Adderley Foundation; 
Ann and James B. 
Nicholson; Anne and 
John H. Roberts; Anthony 
L. Soave; Molly and Mark 
Valade; and the Wayne 
and Joan Webber 
Foundation. 

“Gene Gargaro’s lead-
ership has been nothing 
short of transformative,” 
said Salvador Salort-
Pons, the Mary Anne and 
Eugene A. Gargaro Jr. 
Director, President and 

CEO of the DIA. “His 
vision and dedication 
have ensured the DIA’s 
long-term success and 
this endowment is a fi t-
ting tribute to his legacy. 
We are deeply grateful to 
Gene and Mary Anne 
Gargaro, as well as the 
many donors who have 
made this possible.”

“Mary Anne and I are 
very proud to share this 
special director naming 
recognition with all those 
who have joined us in 
supporting the DIA,” 
Gene Gargaro said. “This 
museum is a treasure for 
Detroit and our region 
and we are privileged to 
have played a role in its 
continued success.”

General admission to 
the DIA is free for resi-
dents of Wayne, Oakland 
and Macomb counties. 
Museum hours are 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Tuesday through 
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Friday and 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday.

DIA announces $15 million 
endowment honoring 
Gene Gargaro’s leadership

COURTESY PHOTO

Murder by Death members, from left, Emma 
Tiemann, Adam Turla, Dagan Thogerson, Sarah 
Balliet, David Fountain and Tyler Morse.

COURTESY PHOTO

Mary Anne and Gene Gargaro

Corewell Health Beaumont Grosse 
Pointe Hospital earned an “A” Hospital 
Safety Grade for spring 2025 from The 
Leapfrog Group, a national nonprofi t 
watchdog that sets standards for excel-
lence in patient care. 

The distinction recognizes the 
achievements of the hospital in pro-
tecting patients from preventable 
harm and error. 

Corewell hospitals in Greenville, 
Ludington, Trenton, Troy and Zeeland 

also earned “A” Hospital Safety Grades 
for spring 2025. 

“We are very proud to have six 
Corewell Health hospitals receive an 
‘A’ Safety Grade from the Leapfrog 
Group,” said Jeffrey Ditkoff, M.D., 
chief quality officer for Corewell 
Health. “We are extremely thankful 
for our clinical teams who have 
achieved excellent clinical outcomes 
and always keep patient safety at the 
forefront.”

Corewell GP earns ‘A’ Hospital Safety Grade
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Dear Gabby: I’m ner-
vous about drowning 
risks now that summer is 
here. What can I do to 
keep my young kids safe 
around water? — Worried 
in the Woods

Dear Worried: You’re 
smart to be thinking 
about this because 
drowning is fast, silent 
and preventable. 

Always assign a “water 
watcher” when kids are 
near any body of water — 
even a kiddie pool. That 
person should have no 
distractions and stay 
focused solely on the 
swimmers. 

Enroll your children in 
swim lessons and use 
properly fi tted life jackets 
for open water. 

Pool fencing with self-

latching gates is essential 
for younger children. 
Remember that floaties 
and inflatable toys are 
not substitutes for super-
vision.

We love problem-solv-
ing and giving advice! 
Please send us  your 
questions & problems to 
advice@grossepointe-
news.com.

Dear Annie
by Annie Lane

GROSSE POINTEGROSSE POINTEGabbyGabby Pointing you in Pointing you in 

the right the right 

direction with direction with 

real-life advice!real-life advice!

Food Gossip
by Nina Taormina

I’ve always said it’s no 
secret that our communi-
ties are built on family-
owned and operated 
businesses and restaurants. 
Husbands and wives for 
generations down the line. 
It’s what gives this area the 
charm it holds. 

This April, another hus-
band and wife duo joined 
our restaurant industry 
along Mack Avenue. In the 
location that was once the 
beloved Lyla’s Catering, a 
similar yet more “global” 
cuisine has fi lled the space 
with fl avors and specialty 
items like none other. 
Welcome home, Alison and 
Murad Abusoboh, owners 
of Pangea Global Kitchen. 

Alison’s family roots are 
here in Grosse Pointe 
Woods. A 1998 graduate of 
Grosse Pointe North High 
School, her love for educa-
tion took her overseas to the 
United Arab Emirates, 
where she taught English to 
kindergartners. There she 
met Murad, a special educa-
tion teacher from Jordan, 
who Alison ironically also 
was teaching English. 

“We fell in love over 
Google Translate,” she said 
of their relationship. 

And so their story began. 
After seven years away, it 
was time for Alison’s 
return home.

“I couldn’t wait for my 
family to meet Murad. I just 
knew he’d fi t in perfectly 
and he did,” she said. 

While overseas, Murad 
not only missed his family 
in Jordan, but more so his 
mother’s cooking. The only 

way to change that was to 
start making her home-
cooked meals himself. Step-
by-step directions from his 
mom via Skype led to his 
newfound passion for cook-
ing and doing so for others. 

Upon their big move back 
to the States, Murad also 
moved on from teaching. He 
began cooking for Alison’s 
family and venturing into 
different ethnic dishes. 

His passion grew, as did 
his confidence in the 
kitchen. Making lasagna 
for his wife’s Italian family 
was a hit. Take it from me, 
that’s not an easy sell! 
Alison tells me “He nailed 
it,” and in no time, they 
started their local catering  
company: Abu Lawrence 
Catering. When asked the 
meaning behind the name, 
they told me Abu Lawrence 
m e a n s  “ F a t h e r  o f 
Lawrence,” the name of 
their only son at the time. 

With the success of their 
home-based business and 
growing family, they knew it 
was time to look into their 
own space and 20083 Mack 
was waiting for new tenants. 
Both sides of their families 
got involved and provided 
much help throughout the 
whole process. 

Murad’s family hasn’t 
missed a beat, thanks to 
FaceTime. And Alison’s 
brother, Steve, might be a 
familiar face you’ll see 
behind the counter. Murad, 
along with close friends 
and family, did some per-
sonal renovations on the 
space and made it their 
own. They had a vision and 

they achieved it. A new 
storefront meant a new 
name, too. 

“Being able to cook 
meals from around the 
world, we thought that 
Pangea Global Kitchen was 
appropriate,” Alison said.  

While Alison’s days still 
start in the classroom, 
Murad’s workday starts 
with the prep team around 
9 a.m. He sources most of 
their products from some 
of his favorite local shops in 
Dearborn and uses a few 
distributors as well. With 
trying new recipes all the 
time, Murad fi rst cooks the 
original recipe, then makes 
it a second time, adding his 
own touch to perfect it. 

Some of Pangea’s staple 
items always available are 
mostly Mediterranean 
dishes like grape leaves, 
tomato kibble, falafel and 
Jordanian shawarma, made 
with Murad’s homemade 
Pangea seasoning. One 
can ’ t  over look the 
Musakhan, a combination 
of chicken, onion and 
sumac, rolled into a thin 
Arabic flat bread called 
makook, then baked. I 
admit I was hesitant at fi rst, 
but have since enjoyed it 
twice. It’s often found in 
their grab-n-go cooler for a 
quick reheat. 

Their homemade hum-
mus, extremely creamy and 
smooth, has become an 
item I want in my own 
fridge. I highly recommend 
adding a dollop to a fat-
toush salad and purchasing 
a bag of Murad’s “famous” 
pita chips with every con-
tainer. This guy is a season-
ing genius. Between his 
“special pita chip mix” and 
“ famous  homemade 
Pangea seasoning” for their 
shawarma, your tastebuds 
will be more than pleased. 

Their Sicilian lasagna, 
yes, the one Alison’s Italian 
family approved, as well as 
their Indian butter chicken 
are staple items available 
daily. When I asked what 
the fan favorites were so 
far, it was literally every-
thing mentioned above. 

The Indian butter 
chicken consists of chicken 
cooked in a rich, creamy 
tomato-based sauce, served 
over rice and naan. This 
was a meal that was fea-
tured in Pangea‘s second 
week of business. It was 
such a hit they made it a 
regular menu item. It can 
be ordered as a single meal 
or family meal, which 
serves four to six.  

Pangea’s house soup is 
lentil, which is available 
daily. More soup offerings 

will be available in the fall. 
Pangea also has specials 
that rotate weekly. 

“Our goal is to feature at 
least one authentic meal a 
week, maybe every two 
weeks, depending on how 
popular it is,” Alison said. 

I like this plan. It gives 
people something to look 
forward to as far as dinner 
plans go. Remember to 
check social media pages to 
see what the meal(s) of the 
week will be. 

With graduation season 
up upon us, don’t forget 
that Pangea started off as 
a successful catering 
business. Alison said 
there is a specifi c catering 
menu to choose from, but 
most of their offerings are 
found at the store. Call 
(313) 926-6021 or pop in 
and ask for the catering 
menu. Murad personally 
will walk through every 
event to ensure it is tai-
lored specifi cally to your 
party’s needs.

Delivery also is available 
for catered events. 

Pangea’s current business 
hours are 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday. 
For a quick dine-in bite, grab 
a seat at their fi ve-top win-
dow bar seating area. It’s 
perfect for a lunch break.

“The community has been 
wonderful at trying new 
things and venturing out of 
their normal taste buds, 
which is our favorite part,” 
Alison said. “Murad has a lot 
of ethnic recipes up his 
sleeve. You are in for some 
good eats and we can’t wait.” 

For all of Pangea’s daily 
updates and announce-
ments, follow them on 
Facebook at Pangea Global 
Kitchen and Instagram: @
pangeaglobalkitchen. 

Fun fact: Lyla and Bill of 
Lyla’s Catering formed a 
relationship with Alison 
and Murad over the years. 
Murad was fortunate to 
have worked with Lyla a 
few times to gain experi-
ence with her and learn 
from her expertise. Lyla 
trusted him to take over 
and “feed the community” 
the same way she did. Yes, 
Lyla essentially handpicked 
her family businesses 
replacement when she 
retired. They’re a perfect 
fi t. You might even catch 
her at the shop one day. 

Stay tuned. Stay hungry. 

                                                                                                         COURTESY PHOTOS

Pangea Global Kitchen storefront.

Summer water safety

DEAR ANNIE: Last 
year, I married the nicest 
guy I’ve ever met. I’m 40 
and wish I’d met him 
sooner, but better late 
than never.

On our month-long 
honeymoon in Europe, 
we attended a music 
festival. During the fes-
tival, my husband and I 
saw some other women 
in pasties, and in a 
moment of flirting, I did 
something totally out of 
character and bought 
some pasties myself 
and a glittery thong. I 
spent the next day 

dancing and partying in 
this revealing attire 
with my husband. I 
think everyone needs to 
have one wild moment 
in their life, and I had 
lots of fun. 

After we got home, I 
found out the festival 
had hired a photogra-
pher to take pictures for 
their  social  media 
accounts. There I was in 
three photos online 
wearing only the glittery 
thong and pasties over 
my breasts, dancing on a 
mini stage they set up in 
the crowd.

The pictures are 
untagged, so no one 
would connect them to 
me anyway, and my 
friends all think I look 
hot and that it isn’t a big 
deal.

I own my own busi-
ness, so I don’t need to 
worry about employ-
ment, and for now, only 
my friends know. Even 
so, I’m too embarrassed 
to tell my husband. 

Should I confess to 
him that I’m in these pic-
tures that will exist for-
ever? Should I try to get 
the photos removed 

somehow? Should I even 
feel embarrassed?

When I really think 
about it, it’s probably no 
big deal, but when the 
feelings of embarrass-
ment kick in, I don’t 
know what to do! — 
Festival Flashback

DEAR FESTIVAL 
FLASHBACK: Honesty 
is the best policy, espe-
cially in marriage, and 
this isn’t so much a con-
fession to your husband 
as it is simply sharing 
with him what you found. 
He was right there with 

you, participating in the 
event, too, even if there 
are no pictures of him to 
prove it. 

You’re in a fortunate 
position that the pictures 
don’t affect your job or 
personal life. Still, if con-
tacting the festival or 
social media account is 
easy enough, it’s worth 
asking if the photos can 
be taken down; you may 

care more later on and 
wish you had done so 
sooner. Don’t let this 
happy, carefree, inno-
cent moment in the past 
become something you 
beat yourself up for now.

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2024 
CREATORS.COM.

Regretting a raving good time

Musakhan.

Falafel sandwiches. Chicken shawarma. Grape leaves.

Indian butter chicken.

Cooking meals from around the world
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by Anna Lizer

4.5 Out Of 5

I’m sure many of us have 
seen them all over TikTok 
— the viral wavy 
headbands that 
promise to hold 
back your hair 
with just the 
right touch of 
volume and zero 
head pain.

As someone 
who has spent 
years cycling 
through old claw 
clips, tight harm-
ful ponytail hold-
ers and bad 
“gentle” solu-
tions, I fi gured it 

was my time to delve into 
the headband world and 

try this popular zigzag 
crown. 

The pack I got 
from Amazon — 
t i n y u r l . c o m /
yc224wmr — 
came with a few 
different shades 
of neutral colors 
varying from 
brown to black 
with all the same 
wavy, bendable 
design. I was 
skeptical as it 
looked like it 
would jab into 
my scalp.

Most head-

bands slide back in min-
utes or cause immense 
pain to my scalp. I slipped 
this one on during a fi nals 
week study session and 
was pleasantly surprised. 

The fi rst thing I noticed 
was how little pain it 
caused. The wavy edges 
allowed for distributed 
pressure better than other 
bands and I did not feel 
that telltale tight spot 
behind my ears, even after 
hours of wearing one.

It also held back my hair 
through the Wisconsin 
wind as I walked out of the 
library and through a brisk 

Starbucks run. The look 
gives modern yet retro ’90s 
with a little twist. 

The only drawback I can 
see is the hold loosens over 
the course of the day, espe-
cially if you have relatively 
thick or freshly washed 
hair. However, usually a 
quick adjustment does the 
trick. 

My verdict: 4.5 out of 5 
stars. Wavy headbands 
are an easy and afford-
able way to elevate a 
plain outfit without sacri-
ficing any comfort. I may 
just have to retire the old 
claw clips after this find. 

Now I am keeping my 
eyes on the metallic ver-
sions for summer.

We LOVE testing out 
new th ings !  Te l l  us 
about your favorite item 
or something you want 
us to try for you! Drop 
us a l ine at  media@
grossepointenews.com.

Each popular grape 
variety has its own aro-
matic profile, though 
many (most?) large wine 
producers  tend to 
homogenize any unique-
ness.

When you pay $10 or 
less for a bottle of wine, 
the grape variety listed 
on the front label is 
probably 75 percent of 
what’s inside the bottle 
(by law, it must be at 
least that amount), but 
the aroma and flavor 
don’t always conform.

Chardonnay is a good 
example. It’s a grape 
that has very little dis-
tinctiveness. Often, it is 
as neutral as the winery 
can make it, as most 
Americans do not like 
assertive wine flavors. 
Bland is good.

Because California’s 

climate is sunny and 
warm, grapes that pro-
duce modestly priced 
wines ripen quickly. 
Most grapes do not 
spend time on the vine 
developing fl avors.

The longer tomatoes 
ripen on vines, the more 
their flavors develop. 
Grapes operate simi-
larly.  As a result , 
cheaper wines tend to be 
bland. And they sell rel-
atively well, especially 
to people who do not 
drink wine regularly.

A good example of a 
modestly priced wine 
that is usually fairly 
simple is cabernet sau-
vignon. Its natural 
herbal aromas rarely 
show up in inexpensive 
versions.

But a variety that offers 
a bit more assertiveness 

and has seen a resur-
gence in interest lately is 
cabernet franc. Related 
to cabernet sauvignon, it 
was once thought of as a 
bit too herbaceous.

However, in the last 
several years, dedicated 
grape growers have 
begun taming cabernet 
franc’s forceful fl avors. 
Winemakers have seen 
benefi ts in making wine 
from it that has less 
astringency than caber-
net sauvignon, with a lit-
tle more charm and 
pizzazz.

It will not be as easy 
to fi nd a bottle of caber-
net franc as it is to fi nd 
cabernet sauvignon, but 
the former is typically 
more interesting. As 
many cabernet sauvi-
gnons are now similar 
to one another, caber-
net franc offers a dra-
matic new idea in red 
wine distinctiveness.

Steven Kent Mirassou 
was one of the first 
California wine makers 
to discover the charms 
of cabernet franc, and 
even though that was 
just 20 years ago, he 
was still ahead of the 
curve.

His eponymous win-
ery in Livermore Valley, 
east of San Francisco, 
specializes in cabernet 
franc and his most 
recent efforts are excep-
tional. One of those is 
his La Gamine (see the 
Wine of the Week).

If you can’t fi nd this 
wine, two French ver-
sions may be found in 
quality wine stores. One 
is called Chinon (she-
nohn). It is typically all 
cabernet franc without 
any aging in small bar-

rels. Another is called 
anjou rouge, also made 
from the same variety. 

Many of these wines 
can be found between 
$20 and $30 and are 
designed specifi cally to 
go with red meat dishes.

Wine of the Week:
2023 Steven Kent 

Cabernet Franc, “La 
Gamine,” Livermore 
Valley ($35) —  The aro-
mas and fl avors of this 
beautiful wine are based 
around red cherry and 

fresh plum notes and 
the tannins are gener-
ous and soft. Unlike 
many cabernet sauvi-
gnons that require 
aging before the astrin-
gency reduces, this 
attractive wine can be 
consumed sooner.

To fi nd out more about 
Sonoma County resident 
Dan Berger, visit the 
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2025 
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I am very excited to 
share this week’s recipe. 
It’s a passed down recipe 
that’s tried and true. 
Most importantly it’s the 
overwhelming victor of 
our friend’s best hors 
d’oeuvre contest at his 
annual White Elephant 
party. The accolades 
speak for themselves. 

This dish is a savory 
Greek spinach pie and 
comes to us from my 
friend’s mother who 
hails from Thessaloniki, 
Greece. It’s rich, cheesy, 
buttery and has a deli-
cate, crunchy phyllo 
dough crust. I know it 
was a hit at my house 
because I caught two of 
my kids rooting around 
the refrigerator looking 
to heat up the leftovers. 
Complimenting anything 
with spinach is not some-
thing they are apt to do 
at the dinner table.   

This dish is easy to 
make but does take some 
advance planning. Once 
it’s assembled it needs to 
set up in the fridge. The 
fi lling will thicken up so 
the bottom crust doesn’t 
get soggy. It’s easiest to 
prepare the day before.  
The filling is simple to 
put together. Your time 
will be spent brushing 
each phyllo sheet with 
butter to create the sig-
nature fl aky layers.

Phyllo dough dries out 
very fast so make sure 

that you have the butter 
melted and ready to go 
with your pastry brush in 
hand. Don’t worry if the 
layers don’t lay perfectly 
fl at. There are too many 
layers for anyone to notice 
a few imperfections.

The fi nal step before 
baking is cutting the top 
into squares for a beauti-
ful, professional look 
and easy serving.

Keep this recipe in the 
back of your head the 
next time you ask your 
host what you can bring 
to the gathering. It’s 
great hot or at room tem-
perature plus it feeds a 
crowd. 

Cheers. Mombeau

Spanakopita

10 oz fresh, baby 
spinach

1 large onion, chopped

1 cup grated parme-
san cheese

1.5 cups (12 oz) crum-
bled feta

4 eggs

3 tbsp olive oil

1.5 tsp salt

1 tsp pepper

1 lb butter, melted

1 16 oz box phyllo 
dough, defrosted

Working in batches, 
roughly chop the spinach 
leaves in a food processor. 
Add the chopped spinach 
to a large bowl along with 
the chopped onion, 
cheeses, eggs, olive oil, 
salt and pepper. Mix thor-
oughly and set aside. Melt 
two sticks of butter.

Using a pastry brush, 
brush the bottom of a 
9x13 inch baking dish 
with the melted butter. 
Next, unroll one package 
o f  phy l lo  dough . 
Generously brush the 
top side of the sheet and 
lay width-wise on one 
end of the dish. Each 
layer should have two 
sheets of phyllo dough to 
fi t the length of the dish. 
Repeat this process for 
all of the sheets in the 
package, brushing each 
top with butter. After the 
bottom layer is complete, 
pour in the filling and 
spread out to make an 
even layer. For the top 
crust, melt the remaining 
two sticks of butter. 
Open the second package 
of phyllo dough and 
unroll. Repeat the same 
method for the top that 
used to make the bottom 
crust until all sheets have 
been used. Brush the top 
of the spanakopita with 
butter and pour any 
remaining over the top. 

Cover with aluminum foil 
and set in the fridge for 
four hours or overnight. 

When it’s time to bake 
the spanakopita off, pre-
heat your oven to 350. 
While the oven is pre-
heating, take the pie out 

of the fridge. Trim off 
any edges. You want 
nice, neat sides. Use a 
sharp knife to cut the top 
into squares. I cut three 
lines lengthwise and 
seven lines widthwise to 
give me 24 pieces.

Bake for 45 minutes to 
an hour or until the top is 
golden brown and the 
sides are bubbling. Let 
sit on the counter for at 
least 10 minutes before 
cutting into squares. 
Enjoy!

Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

Cabernet Franc

PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON
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Summer is the perfect blend of fun, fashion, 
and freedom. As the weather is heating up, so is 
the style. Lightweight fabrics, bold colors, and 
playful prints take over closets everywhere. From 

retro sunglasses, summer fashion is all about 
comfort and personalization. It’s the season to 
experiment with trends, mix up some textures, 
and show off your favorite warm weather looks 
whether you’re headed to brunch, festival, a 
beach day, or a casual brunch. 

However, summer isn’t just about looking good, 
it’s about creating lasting memories. Long, sunny 
days and warm nights make it the ideal time to 
entertain. Think backyard barbecues, sunset 
picnics, and spontaneous adventures. With a cool 
drink in your hand and your favorite people by 
your side, even the simplest get togethers feels 
special. Add in some music, great food, and a few 
string lights and the summer vibes are high.  

Summer parties are the perfect time to gather 
with friends and family, and setting your table 
with pieces from The League Shop makes it 
both fun and effortless. Whether you’re hosting 
a backyard barbecue, garden party, and patio 
dinner, The League Shop has everything you 
need to create a stylish and inviting set up. From 

vibrant tableware to any themed decor that 

summer table. Mixing and matching pieces that 

What makes The League Shop especially 
enjoyable is how easy it is to pull together 
a cohesive look. Their curated sets and 
coordinating accessories take the guesswork 
out of decorating, leaving you with more time to 
enjoy the party. Adding a few playful details such 
as logo napkins, serving dishes, or a creative 
centerpiece vase leaves you with a festive and 
functional table. 

The League Shop’s collection of serving pieces 
is perfect for effortless summer entertaining. It 
combines style with practicality. Their vibrant 
platters, bowls, and trays are designed to bring 
personality to your table whether it is a casual 
barbeque or a beachside picnic. Many of their 
serving essentials are made from Goe Melamine 
which is a top choice for outdoor dining thanks 
to its incredible durability and lightweight 
feel. Unlike traditional ceramics or glass, Goe 
Melamine can withstand drops, spills, and 
outdoor elements without losing its charm. These 
are also dishwasher safe and make cleanups a 
breeze. With their playful pattern selection and 
coordinating pieces, The League Shop makes it 
easy and fun to create a functional summer table.

SUMMER FUN

Here’s our picks for living the good life this season                                                                                                                                           
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BEACHY KEEN
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HAPPY
HOSTING
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FRUITY FUN
FIESTA TIME

GARDEN
PARTY

A LEAGUE 
OF ITS OWN
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RELAXING 
FUN
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PINEAPPLE PERFECTION
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OUTDOOR FUN
Thinking about taking the family 

on a summer adventure? Half 

family. This outdoor lifestyle store 

and gear designed to make the most 
of Michigan’s sunny season. They 

options too — such as sun protective 

bottles from Hydro Flask to versatile 
sandals by Olukai. 

gifts and goodies for all ages, kids 
included, ensuring your summer 

surprises. From toys, puzzles, and 
craft kits to charming books, and 
Jellycat plushes there is plenty to 
keep little ones entertained during 
sunny days. Small Favors also offers 

items and outdoor entertaining items 

for family fun.
For adults, Small Favors has an 

impressive selection of gifts that 
blend styles and practical uses. 
Whether you’re looking for a hostess 

you covered.
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 • 17145 Kercheval Ave., Grosse Pointe • (313) 498-5287 •  
 • 16847 Kercheval Ave., Grosse Pointe • (313) 882-6880 •  theleagueshop.com  

• 17112 Kercheval Ave., Grosse Pointe • (313) 887-1774 • shopsmallfavors.com
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BIG CHILL

S’MORE TO LOVE
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WAVE OF EXCITEMENT

Local shops
provide all the
seasonal goods

RECHARGING 
PORT
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BUBBLES,
BUBBLES!

BUY it 
HERE
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By Donna Zetterlund
Special Writer 

The Grosse Pointe News Fishing Classic is in
full swing, with participants catching some truly 

St. Clair and the Detroit River. Custard, Wilson Marine and Chocolate Bar 
Cafe. An anonymous donor has provided a great 

Just a reminder that participants need an adult

household to enter, so now is the perfect time for a

The full rules of the Fishing Classic are posted 

202520252025
Fishing Classicing ClaFishing Classic

Skilled local Division B anglers 
ready to bring their A games

OFFOFF AND  AND 
RUNNINGRUNNING

Finn Ryan, 14, above, of Grosse Pointe Woods, 
snared a winning (tie) smallmouth bass for the B
Division with this hefty specimen. The 21” bass
was caught at Lake St. Clair, off of Lake Shore Rd. 

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE ENTRANTS

!!

2025 Grosse Pointe News Fishing Classic
   DIVISION A (ON SHORE) - Ages 12 & under
   DIVISION B (ON SHORE) - Ages 13 & older
   DIVISION C (BOATING) - Ages 12 & under
   DIVISION D (BOATING) - Ages 13 & older

Fishing area: Anywhere in the Grosse Pointes and the 
surrounding areas on land or boat

Dates: May 29 - June 28, 2025
Cash prizes:
• $50 divisions, plus $100

• $25 $50

Visit
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LEADERBOARDLEADERBOARD
LAL RGRRGESESEST TT FIFIFISHSH OOOF F THTHE E WEWEEEKEKEK PPPERERERREREERERRRRRRRRR FFFFFFFFFFISSSISI H HHHHH CATEGORY IIIN DIDIIDIIIIIVIVIVVIVIV SSISIONONNNY

Winners, all!

Division A’s Christian Phillips won the bass
category for his division with this 17.5 incher, 
above. That’s a beauty!

! DIVISION A
ON SHORE - AGE 12 AND UNDER

DIVISION B
ON SHORE - AGE 13 AND UP

DIVISION D
BY BOAT - AGE 13 AND UP

DIVISION C
BY BOAT - AGE 12 AND UNDER

1

2

3

3

4

5

6

7

8 

9

10

11 

12

13

14

ANDREW PHILLIPS        30” MUSKIE

ANDREW PHILLIPS     29.5” PIKE

TOM KOLOJESKI            24” PIKE

TOM KOLOJESKI            24” PIKE

JOSEPH MILLER     21” LM BASS (TIE)

FINN RYAN     21” LM BASS (TIE)

BEN JACOB     19” WALLEYE

DANIEL SHANLE     18.8’ LM BASS

ANDREW PHILLIPS     18.3” LM BASS

BEN JACOB     18” LM BASS

JOSEPH MILLER     17.5” SM BASS

ALEX BLYTH                     17” SM BASS

JOSEPH MILLER     17” SM BASS

SKIP MOODY     16“ MUSKIE

DANIEL SHANLE    15.5” LM BASS

G R O S S E  P O I N T E

Lakeside 
Fishing

MANY THANKS TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

1

2

3

4

PARKER HURD              23” SM BASS

CHRISTIAN PHILLIPS   17.5” LM BASS

MACKENZIE HURD    8“ SM BASS

CHRIS RAMALES         25” PIKE

BEN JACOB  22” SM BASS 

TOM KOLOJESKI   22“ PIKE 

TOM KOLOJESKI   21“ PIKE

TOM KOLOJESKI         18.5” SM BASS

ALEX BLYTH                 18.5” SM BASS 

ALEX BLYTH                 18.5” SM BASS

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Sponsored by:
Lakeside Fishing Shop
25110 Jefferson Avenue/10 Mile Road
St. Clair Shores  • (586) 777-7003

FISH TIPS
by Lakeside

Fishing Shop
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Meet the team who 
will help meet your 

052925

OU
R S

PO
NS

OR
S

Call (586) 777-7008

THIS WEEK’S TIP:
Early morning jigging for walleye and using 
harnesses all day. Walleye at Alter Road, bass 
biting on the Mile Roads. Finding muskie on 

Joe Miller’s 21” smallmouth bass, above, tied him in
the bass category for Division B.

Andrew Phillips’ 29.5” pike, above, was the category 
winner for B Division.

The 25” pike, above, won Chris Ramales, the number 
one pike spot for Division D (boaters.)

06
12

25

The 30” muskie, above, caught by Andrew Phillips, of 
Grosse Pointe Woods was both the top muskie and the

Congratulations, winners
and participants!

NO ENTRANTS

Ben Jacob’s 19” walleye, above, was top in the 
category for Division B.

2025
Fishing Classic

LEADERBOARD

DIVISION A
ON SHORE - AGE 12 AND UNDER

DIVISION B
ON SHORE - AGE 13 AND UP

DIVISION D
BY BOAT - AGE 13 AND UP

DIVISION C
BY BOAT - AGE 12 AND UNDER

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8 

9

10

11 

12

13

14

15

ANDREW PHILLIPS        30” MUSKIE

ANDREW PHILLIPS     29.5” PIKE

TOM KOLOJESKI            24” PIKE

TOM KOLOJESKI            24” PIKE

JOSEPH MILLER     21” LM BASS (TIE)

FINN RYAN     21” LM BASS (TIE)

BEN JACOB     19” WALLEYE

DANIEL SHANLE     18.8’ LM BASS

ANDREW PHILLIPS     18.3” LM BASS

BEN JACOB     18” LM BASS

JOSEPH MILLER     17.5” SM BASS

ALEX BLYTH                     17” SM BASS

JOSEPH MILLER     17” SM BASS

SKIP MOODY     16“ MUSKIE

DANIEL SHANLE    15.5” LM BASS

1

2

3

4

PARKER HURD              23” SM BASS

CHRISTIAN PHILLIPS   17.5” LM BASS

MACKENZIE HURD    8“ SM BASS

CHRIS RAMALES         25” PIKE

BEN JACOB  22” SM BASS 

TOM KOLOJESKI   22“ PIKE 

TOM KOLOJESKI   21“ PIKE

TOM KOLOJESKI         18.5” SM BASS

ALEX BLYTH                 18.5” SM BASS 

ALEX BLYTH                 18.5” SM BASS

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

NO ENTRANTS
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COURTESY  PHOTOS

Above: Ben Jacobs with his 22” smallmouth bass, an entrant in the 
Division D (boating) showdown. It was reeled in at Kerby Cove.

Left: Tom Kolojeski’s 22” pike, was entered in the D Division contest 
this week. The pike was caught boatside on Lake St. Clair.

Lake St. Clair for Division D. It’s always a treat to see what this skilled
angler is able to reel in from the lake. Another great catch!

BLU
E SK

IES

By Grosse Pointe News Staff

Lake St. Clair is a world-class
water sport destination — and on 

opportunities abound. Whether 
you seek bass, perch, pike, or the
wily muskie, the lake offers lots of 
water wildlife that will potentially 
send you home happy.

Lake St. Clair this summer.

7-9 feet. This will help you best

• Live bait such as worms and 

perch. Soft plastic lures work 
well too.

tend to be most lucrative for 

• Time your expedition for 
after a wind shift. The shorelines

and Canadian licenses are not

Lakesofusa.com reminds all

also important to know season

Look for smallmouth bass 
May–October near Lake St.

can be found May–September in 

October–November. Pike like to 

in shallow spots.

November in deep areas by boat.

can best be found April–May, and

of Bass Resource has these ideas

pay off. He recommends that as 

offshore, the best baits too utilize

in shallower waters. Bass tend to

zone in the summer months. 
Brinks concurs that with its

few miles out from the shoreline)
much of the lake measures within

depth.
“The “Mile Roads” serve as

markers for Lake St. Clair and

can be found at various distances
from the point where these roads
meet the shoreline,” Brinks offers.

He has discovered that the
current of the Detroit River, which

Detroit, provides some excellent

narrows near Grosse Pointe. He
recommends tubes, drop-shot

this area.
Lake St. Clair is home to 

whether you are on a boat or at
your favorite spot on shore. The

memorable environment that is 

as the whole family.

Fishing Lake St. Clair and the Detroit River

above, to talented Andrew Phillips. Phillips was a big winner this

by boat on Lake St. Clair. Blyth entered in Division D. 
Pike, above, are known for their sharp teeth, which help 
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WIN CASH PRIZES

OR GIFT CARDS AND FISHING GEAR

CONTEST RULES:
• 4 divisions to enter
   DIVISION A (ON SHORE) - Ages 12 & under
   DIVISION B (ON SHORE) - Ages 13 & older
   DIVISION C (BOATING) - Ages 12 & under
   DIVISION D (BOATING) - Ages 13 & older

• Fish categories:
   BASS (LARGEMOUTH AND SMALLMOUTH)
   MUSKIE
   PIKE
   WALLEYE

• C

• Lake St. Clair or the Detroit River

 to this ruler page, 
  like this

  Must be measured with ruler provided/assembled from this page  

SEE COMPLETE RULES ONLINE AT:

 and 7/17 issues of the 
Grosse Pointe News.
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ALIGN WITH 19.5’ MARK 
AND TAPE TOGETHER

LET’S GO 

FISHING!
May 29 - June 28, 2025

202520252025
Fishing Classicing ClaFishing Classic

G R O S S E  P O I N T E

Lakeside Fishing
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MOVIE REVIEW
“Green and Gold”
2025 - Not Rated

1 hr 45 min
★★★★✩

The “David  and 
Goliath” theme has been 
around since, well, bibli-
cal times. It’s a common 
plot narrative in folk-
tales, novels, music and, 
of course, movies.

Everyone loves to root 
for the underdog as (s)he 
takes on the big, bad 
adversary — be it a huge 
bank, mega-corporation, 
or heavily favored sports 
team. The recent indie 
film “Green and Gold” 
continues that tradition, 
but it also offers quite a 
bit more than just that 

clichéd storyline. 
The fi lm is the fi rst fea-

ture length outing for 
director Anders Lindwall 
who’s mainly done shorts 
until now. And what a 
remarkable debut it is. 
He wrote it along with 
Missy Mareau Garcia, 
Steven Shafer and 
Michael Graf.

Cinematographer Russ 
Fraser, whose oeuvre is 
mainly music videos, 
handled the beautiful 
camerawork. I wasn’t 
familiar with any of the 
actors involved, but they 
all turned in stellar per-
formances. What’s more, 
it’s based on a true story.  

It’s 1993 and the set-
ting is a small dairy farm 
in rural Wisconsin. The 

property has been in the 
same family for genera-
tions and is just barely 
surviving. Buck (Craig T. 
Nelson) is the patriarch 
who gets up before dawn 
to milk the cows and do 
all the usual farming 
chores. He’s helped by 
his granddaughter Jenny 
(Madison Lawlor), and 
his faithful wife Margaret 
(Annabel Armor). 

The primary focus of 
the fi lm is the relation-
ship and interaction 
between Buck and Jenny. 

Buck is a grizzly, stub-
born old codger who 
believes in tradition and 
doing things the old-
fashioned way. He milks 
his cows by hand and 
plows his fi elds behind a 
team of horses. Buck 
feels the land is sacred 
and is resistant to prac-
ticing modern farming 
methods. At one time he 
even bought a tractor, 
but fittingly it’s never 
been used.

Adding to the plot is the 
love the family has for the 
Green Bay Packers foot-
ball team. These folks are 
absolutely rabid fans of 
the Green and the Gold! 
They take Detroiters’ 
worshiping the Lions’ 
Honolulu Blue to the next 
level. I don’t recall a sin-
gle scene where Buck 
isn’t wearing something 
without the Packers logo 
on it. He and Jenny even 
skip out of Sunday 
church services early to 
rush home and catch the 
game. Then there’s the 
fact that he named his 
cows after players from 
the Packer’s 1967 Super 
Bowl team!

While Jenny realizes 
how much she’s needed 
on the farm, she also has 
her eyes on a different 
path forward. She’s a tal-
ented singer-songwriter 
and is slowly working 
toward a career in music. 
Jenny lives in the loft of 
a barn, which is where 
she writes and records 
her songs.

Occasionally, she per-
forms in bars in town, 
hoping to be discovered. 
What little money she 
earns she puts aside to 
help out with the farm. 
She frequently butts 
heads with her 
grandpa over her 
dreams of becoming 
a professional musi-
c i a n ,  a l t h o u g h 
Margaret fully sup-
ports her in her 
endeavors. 

As luck (or unluck) 
would have it, the family 
has fallen seriously 
behind on the mortgage 
payments. That’s when 
the greedy banker makes 
h i s  a p p e a r a n c e . 
Mortgage lender Jerry 
(Tim Frank) shows up 
and gives Buck an ulti-
matum — either they 
come up with all the 
money they owe or the 
farm will become prop-
erty of the bank and sold 
off to a commercial 
farmer.  Almost half jok-
ingly, Jerry proposes a 
wager: If the Packers win 
the Super Bowl, Buck 
will get a year’s grace 
period to come up with 
the money. If they don’t 
make it, Buck loses the 
farm immediately. 

That’s all I’ll tell you 
about this wonderful 
film. It’s a gentle little 
movie that has a lot of 
heart. It’s the story about 
rural America and the 
old-fashioned way of 
doing things. It’s also 
about family dynamics, 
caring neighbors and 
community and chasing 
ones dreams. Someone 
astutely observed that 
green and gold aren’t 
just the colors of Green 
Bay’s football uniforms, 
it’s also the subtle color 
theme to the movie. 
We’re often treated to 
rich green fi elds as the 
camera pans across the 
farmland and the scenes 
are often bathed in a 
shimmering, golden 
light. This is the kind of 
movie that slowly sneaks 
up on you — it’s such a 
warm and fuzzy tale, it’ll 
make you wish it lasted a 
bit longer. 

Currently streaming 

for free on Hoopla (with 
your library card) and 
Prime. Also available to 
rent on YouTube, Apple 
TV, Amazon, Fandango, 
and other services.

Note to parents: The 
movie is unrated but I 
think it’s fi ne for family 
viewing. 

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good 
book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your 
queue, you might watch 
it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel free to email me at: 
dominmark@yahoo.com. 

Also, if you’re look-
ing for more recom-
mendations, be sure to 
check out my blog: 
m o v i e j u n k i e m a r k .
blogspot.com.

by Mark Domin
“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”

Movie Junkie Mark

                                                                                     PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHILDE AND RESERVE ENTERTAINMENT

Craig T. Nelson as Buck in the 2025 movie “Green and Gold,” directed by 
Anders Lindwall.

The farmstead.

Jenny played by Madison Lawlor.

Buck (Craig T. Nelson) confronts Jerry (Tim Frank ).

Movie poster.

Jenny working the fi elds.

Musician Billy played by Brandon Sklenar.

Jenny
with

the
herd.
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Contract BridgeContract Bridge
TENDER LOVING CARE

It is easy to win tricks with aces and 
kings, and naturally far more difficult 
to win them with deuces and treys. 
Between these extremes, though, 
lies the challenge of making sure that 
intermediate cards — those of middle 
rank — pull their full weight. It is in 
this area that a player must frequently 
exercise tender, loving care.

Take this deal where West led the 
king and another diamond against 
four hearts. East took the ace and con-
tinued with a third diamond. South 
ruffed hopefully with the nine, and 

when West discarded a spade, declar-
er had gotten over his first hurdle.

Declarer next led a low heart to the 
jack, losing to the ace, but had to go 
down one when East returned anoth-
er diamond. It did not matter wheth-
er South ruffed with the seven or the 
queen; either way he would sooner or 
later lose a second trump trick.

South would have made the con-
tract had he handled his trumps more 
carefully. It was obvious that East had 
the ten of trump after the nine won 
the third trick, and it was not difficult 
to deduce from the bidding that East 
also had the ace of trump.

South should therefore have led the 
first trump from dummy, and not from 
his own hand. At trick four, he should 
have crossed to dummy with a club or 
a spade and returned a low trump.

If East followed low, South would 
win with the queen and lead a low 
trump back to the jack, depleting West 
of his trumps in the process. If instead 
East went up with the ace on the first 
trump lead and returned a diamond, 
South would ruff high, lead a low 
trump to the jack, return to his hand to 
draw East’s last trump and claim the 
rest.

Either way, by leading the first trump 
from dummy, declarer could neutral-
ize the defenders’ intermediate cards 
and at the same time make maximum 
use of his own. 

©2025 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve BeckerWeekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
Moon Alert: There 

are no restrictions to 
shopping or important 
decisions today. The 
Moon is in CAPRICORN. 

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, June 12, 2025:

You are energetic, 
self-contained, intelli-
gent and enthusiastic. 
You give yourself whole-
heartedly to your inter-
ests. This is the final 
year of a nine-year 
cycle, which means it’s 
time to take inventory of 
your life and let go of 
the people, places and 
things from the past 
that might have held 
you back.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
People notice you 

today. Fortunately, you 
will make an excellent 
impression on others 
because you’re in a happy 
frame of mind, which will 
encourage you to act 
warmly with others. In 
fact, you might use your 
infl uence to help some-
one. Tonight: Be modest.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

Today things that are 
exotic and different will 
attract you. In fact, as 
the collector of the 
zodiac, you might pur-
chase something that 
catches  your  eye , 
because your apprecia-
tion of beauty is height-
ened. Meanwhile, a 
flirtation or romance 
with someone “differ-
ent”  cou ld  beg in . 
Tonight: Learn.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

This is an excellent 
day to ask for a loan or 
a mortgage or to nego-
tiate anything to do 
with shared property 
or getting your fair 
share of something. 
Doors will open for 
you, and people will be 
ready to help you. 
Meanwhile, a secret 
love affair might be 
percolating! (You love 
an adoring peanut gal-
lery.) Tonight: Check 
your finances.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Tread carefully today. 
The Moon is opposite 
your sign, which means 
you have to be ready to 
compromise with others. 
Nevertheless, because the 
Moon is dancing beauti-
fully with Venus, relations 
with friends, as well as 
members of groups, will 
be warm and cordial. 
Tonight: Listen.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

In many ways, you will 
accomplish what you want 
to do today because people 
will help you. This could 
apply to your job or to any 
task that you set for your-
self. This infl uence will also 
apply to the health care you 
might receive, or your inter-
actions with a pet. Plus, you 
are well-liked right now. 
Tonight: Get organized.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Grab every chance to 
socialize and have fun today! 
Enjoy sports events. Playful 
activities with children will 
delight you. Make an effort 
to explore the arts, the enter-
tainment world, the theater 
and anything that show-
cases the talents of others. 
Accept invitations to party. 
Tonight: Relax.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

This is an auspicious day 
for you. You can use your 
excellent decorating skills 
to make your home look 
more attractive today. This 
is important, because more 
than any other sign, you are 
affected by your environ-
ment. Go crazy with throw 
pillows. Tonight: Cocoon.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Today you feel warm 
and pleasant to everyone 
around you, which is why 
you will enjoy being with 
siblings, relatives and 
neighbors. You also might 
feel protective of a loved 
one. Look for ways to 
improve your immediate 
surroundings; this will 
please you. Be inventive. 
Tonight: Discussions!

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Listen to your money-
making ideas today. 
You might be on to 
something worthwhile. 
You might see ways to 
make money that are 
related to the arts, jew-
e l ry  o r  c lo th ing . 
Meanwhile, if shopping 
today you’ll love to buy 
beautiful things for your-
self and others. Tonight: 
Check your money.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

This is a great day to 
schmooze with others 
because the Moon is in 
your sign dancing with 
fa i r  Venus ,  which 
makes you feel warm 
and  f r i end ly  wi th 
everyone. You don’t 
want to work today. 
Instead, you want to 
enjoy good food and 
drink and perhaps 
overindulge in some-
t h i n g  i r r e s i s t i b l e . 
Tonight: You’re strong.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Today you want to 
take it easy and hide 
behind the scenes. 
However, you will be 
interested in doing 
something to make 
where you live more 
attractive.  You wil l 
also enjoy entertaining 
at home. Conversely, 
you will accept invita-
tions to share good 
times with others as 
well. Tonight: Privacy.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

Your interactions with 
a female acquaintance 
or friend might be 
important to you today. 
You might even feel pro-
tective of someone and 
want to help them or 
keep them from harm. 
Meanwhile, you truly 
appreciate the beauty of 
your daily surroundings. 
Tonight: Be friendly.

BORN TODAY
Actor Rick Hoffman 

(1970), actor Dave Franco 
(1985), actor Timothy 
Busfi eld (1957).
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© 2025 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 6/5 Solution

Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

6/12

Universal Crossword

© 2025 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg June 12, 2025

6/5 Solution

In Full Bloom by Drew Schmenner6/12

ACROSS
  1 What  

smokers toss
  6 Mani-pedi 

target
 10 
 14 

 15 
 16 Seized 

 17 

 19 Imitated
 20 

 21 
 22 Cashbox
 24 

 27 Fish eggs
 28 

 29 

 30  
 

 31 Great White 

neighbor
 33 Prods
 35 

 39 
Messing

 40 

 43 
 46 Co. that 

TVs
 47 
 49 

 50 “United 

host whose 

 53 

 54  

kosher
 55 

division, 

 57 
 58 

at the starts 

35- and 

 62 
 63 

potato
 64 

 65  
paradise

 66 

 67 
DOWN
  1 K-pop  

  2  
dispenser

  3 
a Brit

  4 What a 

  5 
  6 

response to 

  7 Radiant
  8 Wrath
  9 
 10 Towering 

 11 
again, as  
a road

 12 
 13 

what to do

 18 

 21 1/2, to 2
 22 

Madness 

 23 
on an iPhone

 25 

 26 Smart TV 
brand

 28 
 32 

 33 
 34 Name hidden 

 36 
Howard, in 

 37 
UAE

 38 Drink made 

 41  

 42 
video  

 43 Some time
 44 Moved 

 45 

 47 NATO  
members, 
e.g.

 48 

 51 
 52 

 53 

 56 

 58 
 59 Kiss at the 

Abbr.
 60 
 61 

Anderson

6/12

DOWN
  1 K-pop  

  2  
dispenser

  3 
a Brit

  4 What a 

  5 
  6 

response to 

  7 Radiant
  8 Wrath
  9 
 10 Towering 

 11 
again, as  
a road

 12 
 13 

what to do

Weekly   ChallengeWeekly   Challenge
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Wumo                                     Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler

Carpe Diem                                                          Niklas Eriksson

Andy Capp                                                                                        Reg Smythe

Flying McCoys     Glenn McCoy
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B.C.                                                                     Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Crankshaft                                                   Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
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Scott Ketchum, Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton

“all of these people should be home in bed if they 

know they’re sick. i’m just here to find OUT.”

Dennis the Menace                        Hank Ketchum,

 Mother Goose and Grim                                         Mike Peters

Beetle Bailey                               Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker
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Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John ReinerThe Lockhorns

“i’ve got tech support, customer service and 

the helpline in a group chat . . . and now 

they’ve deleted me from it.”

Bizarro     Dan Piraro and Wayno

Reality Check      Dave Whamond

thursday            Comics
  Peanuts                                                                                                                                       Charles M. Schulz
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Blondie                                                                Chris and Dean Young
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Family Circus                              Bill and Jeff Keane

©2025 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

  Ziggy                      Tom Wilson

Over The Hedge                                        Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus                                                                             Tony Carrilo

Wizard of Id        Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni
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Hagar The Horrible                                                     Dik Browne and Chris Browne
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“I assure you, I do not want a snack.”

Popeye                                                                  Bud Sagendorf

popeye.com

Crock                                          Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

 Close To Home        John McPherson

“Thanks, guys, but I’m giving up all my 

coffee breaks over the next 16 years so

I can retire a year early.”

Garfield                                                                                                                                  Jim Davis

Marmaduke                   Paul & Brad Anderson
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thursday   Comics
‘
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“Mommy! I just took something shiny out

of PJ’s mouth and it’s your diamond!”



16C   GROSSE POINTE NEWS, JUNE 12, 2025

Make a list of words that describe your dad.

Choose the three best words from your list.

Find or draw pictures that represent the words you have chosen.
Cut out the pictures and arrange them on a letter-sized piece of paper to look 
like a flag.

Are you looking for a special way to say “Happy Father’s Day?” 
Make your dad a flag all his own! It’s simple!

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

CONGRESS
DAD
DAY
DRAW
FATHER
FLAG
HAPPY
HAND
LETTER
ROSS
SEWN
SIMPLE
SMART
SPECIAL
UNCLE

L

M

Q

A

H

Z

S

R

E

P

W

L

L

D
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T

Y

L
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R
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P
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V

D
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A

E
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P

L

S
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U

F

D
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R

K

E

Z

J

L

G

T

R

A

M

S

E

V

D

R

A

W

P

J

K

Standards Link: Design: Use a variety of media to create a design.

The flag of the United States of America has red and white stripes 
and white stars on a blue background. 

The first flag was sewn by hand by a seamstress in Philadelphia 
in the year 1777. Some say that New Jersey Congressman 
Francis Hopkinson came up with the idea for how the flag 
should look, and Betsy Ross made it.

The flag was approved by the Continental Congress on June 14, 
1777. Americans celebrate that day as Flag Day each year.

F L A G  D A Y

Only one of these flags is 
the real American flag. 
Can you find it? Have an 
adult check your answer.

Can you bring these 
spools of thread to 

Betsy Ross?

Look through the newspaper for five 
words that explain ways your dad, 

grandfather, favorite uncle or a friend 
is special to you. Put these words in 

ABC order.

ABC Dad

Standards Link: Spelling: Arrange words in 
alphabetical order.

Standards Link: Science Investigation: Find similarities and differences in common objects.

stripes 

lphia 

e 14,

Betsy Ross?

© 2025 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 41, No. 28

Look at the advertisments in the newspaper. 
What makes a great father? Create an ad for 
your dad (or uncle, grandfather, etc.)  that 
features all the best things about them.
Standards Link: Writing: Use stylistic and rhetorical aspects of 
writing.

An Ad for Dad

Design a “Thank You” ad 
for a special dad, granddad, 
uncle or family friend. Say 

why this dad is special.

Thank You, 
Dad!

The verb approve means 
to agree with an idea or to 

give permission.

APPROVE

Try to use the word approve 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

My parents do not approve
of me staying up past 9:00 

on school nights.

This week’s word:

Long before cell phones and radio communications, people on ships needed a 
way to communicate to people on other ships, or on shore – people who were 

too far away to be reached by yelling. A system of nautical flags was developed, 
each flag represented a letter of the alphabet and/or a meaning. Fill in the 

missing vowels to discover what these flag examples mean.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

The colors and symbols on the flags of 
countries and states are chosen with great 

care. They each mean something that 
people feel represents their country.

Color by numbers to discover what each 
color represents.

18 - 3 = 
11 + 5 = 

20 - 3 =
12 + 2 =

BLUE
RED
WHITE
YELLOW

_________ often  represents 

courage, hardiness, blood and/or valor.

________ often represents 

freedom, vigilance, justice, 

perseverance, peace and/or prosperity.

__________ often represents the 

sun, wealth and/or justice.

These three colors combined usually 

represent revolution and freedom:

__________ , ___________, 

and ____________.

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

Your Neighborhood
It’s what’s most important to you, to your 

kids, to your family. It’s easy to stay on top 
of what is happening around you with the Subscribing is easy. 

Call 313.343.5578
or visit grossepointenews.com

$4 50 Annual subscription, 
delivered weekly with 
24/7 online access
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DINO RICCI
#DinoSells

313-460-2225

This is a sign to call DINO to help you
Sell & Buy a new Home.
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Every kid who grew up 
loving baseball probably 
imagined themself at 
some point stepping up to 
the plate with the bases 
loaded and two outs in 
the fi nal inning of a must-
win game. That was 
where Grosse Pointe 
South senior Adam 
Czarnik found himself 
Saturday, June 7, in the 
bottom of the seventh 
inning of the Division 1 
state quarterfi nals. With 
South trailing by a single 
run, two outs and the 
bases loaded, Czarnik 
was able to come up with 
the most clutch hit of 
South’s season and bring 
in two runs to give the 
Blue Devils a 5-4 win over 
Woodhaven and a trip to 
the state semifi nals.

“I was just looking to 
protect,” Czarnik said. “I 
knew that with me being 
down 0-2, he wasn’t 
going to throw me 
another fastball; he was 
going to go off-speed and 
he did. He threw me a 
curveball and I just poked 
it into the outfield and 
thankfully, both runners 
were able to score.”

What got Czarnik and 
the Blue Devils to that 

point, fi rstly, was a domi-
nant 11-1 win over U of D 
Jesuit in the regional 
championship game ear-
lier in the day. Three-RBI 
performances from Luke 
Thompson and Evan 
Bernard, along with shut-
down pitching by Charlie 

Michelotti, set up South 
for a matchup against 
Woodhaven in the quar-
terfi nals. 

The Warriors jumped 
on South early, going up 
2-0 in the top of the fi rst 
inning. The Blue Devils 
did not get on the board 

until the bottom of the 
fourth inning, when Drew 
Hess brought in a run on 
a sacrifi ce fl y. 

In the top of the sixth 
inning, after a controver-
sial play where South’s 
second baseman, Jack 
Lupo, collided with 

Woodhaven’s baserunner 
Jace Davis, resulting in 
an out and a run being 
taken away from the 
Warriors, Woodhaven 
got the run back and 
went up 3-1 by scoring on 
a wild pitch. Thompson 
managed to lace an RBI 

single for the Blue Devils 
in the bottom of the sixth 
to pull them back to 
within one run. 

Woodhaven extended 
its lead once again in the 
top of the seventh inning 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Czarnik’s walk-off propels South baseball to final four
A win for the ages

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Grosse Pointe South baseball players storm the fi eld to celebrate after senior Adam Czarnik’s walk-off hit gave the team a 5-4 win 
over Woodhaven in the Division 1 state quarterfi nals Saturday, June 7.

See SOUTH, page 2D

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 

Ever since she began 
playing tennis at age 5, 
while her dad was work-
ing at the Eastside 
Tennis and Fitness Club, 
Dalina Kokoshi knew 
she wanted to eventually 
compete at a high level. 
She has been doing that 
for years, competing in 
tournaments around the 
country and the world, 
but decided she wanted 
to make her mark at the 
high school level with 
Grosse Pointe South as 
well. 

Kokoshi joined the 
Blue Devils this year as 
a freshman and knew 
right away she could 
contend for a state 
championship. She did 
just that, capturing the 
No. 1 singles state title 
in Division 2 at the state 
fi nals Saturday, May 31. 

“Going into states, I 
had confi dence but was 
also a little bit nervous, 
especially on the second 
day since I knew the 
competition would be 

better,” Kokoshi said. “I 
still just went in and 
tried my best and pulled 
off the win.”

The transition into 

high school sports as a 
freshman can be chal-
lenging, but Kokoshi 
took it in stride. She was 
used to competing 

against the best and 
never seemed to be wor-
ried about going up 
against opponents who 
might be older, bigger 
and stronger than her. 

“I was able to get into 
it right away,” Kokoshi 
said. “Usually, the tour-
naments I play outside 
of school are very high 
level. … It was a bit of a 
change from playing 
against people who 
always hit hard and 
move well, but it wasn’t 
much of a problem and 
I’m happy with the way 
I played.”

Kokoshi won nearly 
30 matches in the regu-
lar season and earned 
the No. 1 seed in the No. 
1 singles bracket for the 
state tournament on her 
way to becoming the 
champion. 

Her South coaches 

l i k e  t o 
d e s c r i b e 
K o k o s h i ’ s 
game as well-
rounded and 
she agreed 
that could be 
the case. It 
seems there 
is nothing on 
t h e  c o u r t 
K o k o s h i 
can’t do well 
after years of 
practice and 
competition.

“ M y 
g r o u n d 
strokes are pretty solid 
and I like my backhand 
a lot,” she said. “... I have 
a pretty good serve. It 
puts me in an offensive 
position when I play. 
And my game at the net, 
I train there a lot and 
play doubles, too, which 
helps me in my singles 

game when it comes to 
finishing points at the 
net.”

As she gets ready for a 
summer of playing in 
international tourna-
ments and training in 
Europe, Kokoshi should 
be back with the Blue 
Devils next spring, 
ready to defend her state 
championship. What 
was perhaps the biggest 
change for Kokoshi 
when she joined the 
team at South was 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

South freshman Kokoshi a rising 
star after tennis state title win

ATH ETE

Dalina KokoshiDalina Kokoshi

Sponsored by Oasis Heating & Cooling

School: Grosse Pointe South
Sport: Tennis

Heart of a Champion
•  Won Division 2 No. 1 singles state 

championship at 2025 MHSAA state finals 

•  27-1 record in regular season matches 
for Grosse Pointe South this spring  

COURTESY PHOTO

Dalina Kokoshi had an outstanding freshman sea-
son for Grosse Pointe South girls tennis, highlight-
ed by winning the Division 2 state championship in 
No. 1 singles.

See ATHLETE, page 6D
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
ON PROPOSED

2025/2026 TAX CERTIFICATION AND BUDGET
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on Tuesday, June 17, 2025 at 6:45 p.m. in the auditorium of 

of Education of the School District of the City of Harper Woods will hold a public hearing 
to consider the district’s proposed property tax millage rates and the proposed 2025/2026 
Budget, respectively.

The Board of Education may not adopt its proposed 2025/2026 budget until after the public 
hearing.  Copies of the proposed property tax millage rate and the proposed 2025/2026 
budget are available for public inspection during normal business hours at 19851 Anita St.,  

The property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to support the 
proposed budget will be a subject of this hearing.
This notice is given by order of the Board of Education.

 
  On behalf of 
  The Harper Woods Board of Education
Published: June 12, 2025

T h e  U n i v e r s i t y 
Liggett School varsity 
girls soccer team went 
into the Division 4 
regional championship 
game Thursday, June 
5, knowing it did not 
want to see its season 
end yet. The only way 
the Knights want the 
season to end is by lift-
ing a state champion-
ship trophy in East 
Lansing and they got 
one step closer with a 

victory in the regional 
title game last week by 
taking down Everest 
Collegiate 1-0. 

“There’s a huge sense 
of  excitement and 
accomplishment that 
we get to play in the 
state semifinal next 
week, but now the pre-
dominant feeling is just 
a p p r e c i a t i n g  t h i s 
moment,” Liggett girls 
soccer head coach 
David Dwaihy said 
after clinching the 
regional title. “... You 
don’t get too many 

moments like this as a 
coach or as a player, so 
you just want to savor 
it.”

The lone goal of the 
game was scored by 
Liggett’s Kerith Short 
about midway through 
the first half.  The 
Knights were awarded 
a free kick and Short 
was able to expertly 
guide the ball from 
over 20 yards away into 
the back of the net for 
what ended up as the 
ultimate difference-
maker in the game. 

“Any game we’ve 
achieved anything in, 
she’s kind of been at the 
center of it,” Dwaihy said 
about Short. “... What a 
leader by 
example we 
have. Her 
free kick 
was really 
well-taken 
going over 
the wall to 
t h e  n e a r 
post .  Not 
many peo-
ple expected 
that and I 
think it kind 
of took the goalie by sur-
prise and we were a little 
f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  i t 
squeezed in. You take a 
goal whenever it ’s 
given.”

While Liggett got a few 
more chances through-
out the game to score 
again, it was the defense 
that took over and shined 

for the Knights with the 
lead. The team defended 
Everest’s pushes toward 
the net as the game got 
closer to reaching an 
end. Sophomore goal-

keeper Aline Rahaim 
came up with some big 
saves late in the game to 
help Liggett hang on for 
the win. 

The Knights 
advanced to 
the Division 4 
state semifi nal 
where  they 
f a c e d 
P l y m o u t h 
C h r i s t i a n 
Academy after 
p r e s s  t i m e 
W e d n e s d a y , 
June 11. The 
Division 4 state 
championship 

game is scheduled at 1 
p.m. Saturday, June 14, 
at  Michigan State 
University’s DeMartin 
Soccer Stadium in East 
Lansing.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Liggett summits Everest in 
girls soccer regional final

PHOTOS BY MIKE ADZIMA

The University Liggett girls soccer team defeated Everest Collegiate 1-0 
Thursday, June 5, in the Division 4 regional championship game.

Kerith Short lines up for a free kick that would fi nd the back of the net for the 
only goal of Liggett’s 1-0 win in the regional championship game.

thanks to an RBI triple by 
Danterius Perry. That set 
up the drama that came 
in the bottom of the sev-
enth with South trailing 
by two runs. 

T h e  m o m e n t u m 
quickly shifted in South’s 
favor as the team loaded 
the bases with its first 
three batters of the 
inning. A hit by pitch and 
two errors set up the 
Blue Devils with an opti-
mal situation, having the 
bases loaded with no 
outs ,  and Andrew 
DiLodovico drawing a 
walk helped bring in a 
run to pull South back 
within one. 

However, the situation 
quickly became less opti-
mal when the Blue Devils 
suffered back-to-back 

strikeouts. It was bases 
loaded with two outs for 
South when Czarnik 
stepped to the plate. His 
walk-off hit came when 
South was down to its 
last strike. Czarnik’s hit 
found center field and 
Lupo crossed the plate to 
tie the game. Henry 
Domzalski was close 
behind to score the win-
ning run and send South 
to the fi nal four in East 
Lansing for the fi rst time 
since 2018. 

“It’s so apropos for a 
team that’s just been such 
a pleasure to be with,” 
South baseball head 
coach Dan Griesbaum 
said after his team’s dra-
matic victory. “They work 
so hard and they love 
each other. … I just can’t 
say enough about how 
proud I am of this team.”

While the bats ulti-
mately won the Blue 

Devils game, strong 
pitching helped keep 
them in it. The relief per-
formance of Griffin 
Szatkiewski was the 
highlight on the mound. 
He came in after starter 
Dane Lezotte was pulled 
af ter  1 .1  innings. 
Szatkiewski pitched the 
rest of the game, holding 
Woodhaven scoreless for 
nearly four innings and 
going 5.2 innings and sur-
rendering two hits on 
four runs with six strike-
outs. 

South advanced to the 
Division 1 state semifi -
nals, where it is set to 
take on Hartland at 9 
a.m. Friday, June 13, at 
McLain Stadium in East 
Lansing. The Division 1 
state championship 
game is scheduled for 
2:30 p.m. Saturday, June 
14, also at McLain 
Stadium.

SOUTH:
Continued from page 1D

PHOTOS BY MIKE ADZIMA

South senior Adam Czarnik brought in the game-tying and game-winning runs 
with a two-RBI single in the bottom of the 7th inning to give South a 5-4 victory 
over Woodhaven.

After South suffered an early 2-0 defi cit, Griffi n Szatkiewski entered the game 
and pitched 3.2 scoreless innings to help South pull closer. He would fi nish 
allowing two runs on just four hits in 5.2 innings of work.

‘There’s a huge sense of 
excitement and accomplishment 
that we get to play in the state 
semifi nal next week, but now the 
predominant feeling is just 
appreciating this moment.’
DAVID DWAIHY, LIGGETT GIRLS SOCCER
HEAD COACH
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739 CLAIRE POINTE
ST CLAIR SHORES 

SOLD - BUYERS AGENT

21820 STATLER
ST CLAIR SHORES 

PROUDLY SERVING ALL OF GROSSE POINTE & 
SURROUNDING WATERFRONT COMMUNITIES

Your Lake St. Clair Realtor®

19708 AVALON
ST CLAIR SHORES 

SOLD - LISTING AGENT PENDING - LISTING AGENT
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After winning the dis-
trict championship over 
its crosstown rival two 
weeks ago, Grosse Pointe 
South varsity softball 
kept rolling through the 
postseason last weekend. 
The Blue Devils took the 
diamond Saturday, June 
7, for the Division 1 
regional tournament and 
at the end of the day’s 
doubleheader ended up 
with more hardware to 
add to the trophy case by 
becoming regional cham-
pions. 

“They were dialed in 
from the minute we got to 
the fi eld,” South softball 
head coach Bill Fleming 
said. “They knew that 
they were going to have 
to play their best and they 
did. They deserve the 
regional championship 
because they earned it 
and worked hard and 
supported each other.”

South began last 
Saturday with a matchup 
in the regional semifi nal 
round against Warren 

Regina. After going down 
on the scoreboard early, 
the Blue Devils bounced 
back and eventually 
came away with a 5-2 
win. 

Regina took an early 
1-0 lead in the top of the 
first inning, but South 
was quick to answer in 

the bottom of the first 
when a two-RBI hit by 
Kate Dixon put the Blue 
Devils in front. Luna 
Agosta’s two-RBI double 
in the third inning 
extended South’s lead to 
4-1, and an RBI double in 
the fourth inning by 
Mackenzie Simon helped 

South seal the deal. 
Makenzie Waterson 

pitched all seven innings 
for South to get the win. 
The sophomore fi nished 
with fi ve strikeouts while 
allowing two runs on fi ve 
hits. 

The win over Regina 
earned South a spot in 

the regional champion-
ship game to fi nish last 
Saturday’s action. The 
Blue Devils went on to be 
victorious 9-5 over Fraser 
in the regional final to 
take home the title and 
keep their postseason 
going. 

South dominated the 

Ramblers much of the 
regional title game. A big 
six-run fourth inning 
helped put the Blue 
Devils up big and they led 
9-0 after the top of the 
seventh inning. Fraser 
scratched across fi ve runs 
in the bottom of the sev-
enth in a last-ditch effort 
for a comeback, but 
South hung on for the 
win. 

Simon finished the 
game with three RBIs on 
two hits, while Lucia 
Gabel also had a pair of 
RBIs. Waterson once 
again was the winning 
pitcher, tossing three 
scoreless innings with six 
strikeouts. Sophia Husek 
also had a strong pitching 
performance with 3.1 
scoreless innings, allow-
ing just one hit. 

South took on Henry 
Ford II after press time 
Tuesday, June 10, in the 
Division 1 state quarterfi -
nal. The Division 1 state 
semifi nal is scheduled for 
3 p.m. Thursday, June 12, 
at  Michigan State 
University’s Secchia 
Stadium in East Lansing. 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

South softball keeps adding to 
trophy case with regional title win

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Grosse Pointe South softball players hold the regional championship trophy high after a 9-5 victory over 
Fraser in the regional fi nal last Saturday, June 7.

COURTESY PHOTO

University Liggett School varsity baseball clinched a trip back to the Division 3 fi nal four in East Lansing with playoff victories over Ida and Jackson Lumen 
Christi Saturday, June 7.

University Liggett 
School varsity baseball 
fans probably do not 
need to look up direc-
tions to McLain Baseball 
Stadium in East Lansing 
at this point. With a 2-0 
win over Jackson Lumen 
Christi in the Division 3 
s ta te  quarter f ina ls 
Saturday, June 7, the 
Knights clinched their 
third appearance in the 
state fi nal four in the last 
fi ve years. 

“We were two outs 
away last year, and I 
think that’s how it works, 
is that you get close and 
then the second time you 
can seal the deal,” 
Liggett baseball head 
coach Jay Ricci said. “...
It was more excitement, 
and I think they all 
expected to win both 
games if we played our 
game, and they did.”

Liggett ’s  path to 
another f inal  four 
appearance was far from 

easy in last Saturday’s 
doubleheader of the 
regional championship 
and state quarterfi nals. 
The Knights pulled out a 
close win over Ida in the 
regional final for their 
fi rst win of the day, tak-
ing down the Blue 
Streaks 7-6. 

The Knights led 4-1 in 
the third inning before 
Ida tied the game at four 
runs apiece. Liggett 
scored three more times 
in the top of the fourth 
inning to take a 7-4 lead, 
and Ida’s pair of runs in 
the bottom of the sixth 
brought the team closer 
before they ultimately 
fell short. 

Offense was tougher 
to come by in Liggett’s 
second game of the day, 
the state quarterfinal 
against Lumen Christi, 
as the Knights were able 
to win 2-0. The game 
was deadlocked in a 
scoreless tie until the 
fourth inning, when 
Liggett put the fi rst run 
on the board on an RBI 

double by Andrew 
Johnson. 

Pitching and defense 
continued to dominate 
on both sides for more of 
the game. It was not until 
the seventh inning that 
Liggett scored its next 
run — an RBI single by 
Eddie Narva. Jackson 
Fetter then took the 
mound in the bottom of 
the seventh inning and 
finished off his com-
plete-game shutout to 
give the Knights the win, 
tallying five strikeouts 
and allowing just four 
hits in his seven innings 
of work. 

The Knights will face 
Traverse City St. Francis, 
whom they defeated to 
win their last state title 
in the 2021 Division 3 
state championship 
game, in the Division 3 
state semifi nals in East 
Lansing. Liggett and the 
Gladiators will face off at 
9 a.m. Thursday, June 
12, at McLain Baseball 
Stadium at Michigan 
State University. The 

Division 3 state champi-
onship game is sched-

uled for at 9 a.m. 
Saturday, June 14, also 

at McLain Baseball 
Stadium.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Knights win regional title and punch 
ticket back to Division 3 baseball final four
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700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS
UPPER FLAT,

1302 Beaconsfield,
Grosse Pointe Park.
$1,500 per month.
Air conditioning,

1 car garage,
washer, dryer.
(313)822-8928

709 TOWNHOUSES /
CONDOS FOR RENT

CONDO FOR RENT
420 Riviera Terrace,
2 bedroom, 2 bath,

9 Mile and
Jefferson,

pool, laundry,
RESTAURANTS!

$1,350 per month.
See photos and full

details at
Zillow.com

718 PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

HOME
MANAGEMENT
SERVICES L.L.C.

 SINCE 1989
David Fries

Owner
 (313) 909-5085

Property For Rent

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

14325 E. Nine Mile
Warren, MI 48089 

586.776.4440W I N D O W  M A N U F A C T U R I N G

Could lead to POTENTIAL PARTNERSHIP.
Local window manufacturing company seeks hands 
on person to help with all aspects of business 
operation: Sales • Production • Administration. 
Competitive compensation based on experience.

GENERAL MANAGER

LAUNCHING NEW PAINTED WINDOW PRODUCT
Comparable to National Window Manufacturing

companies that are THREE times the price.

406 ESTATE SALES

This is a beautiful sale! Everything is 
in perfect condition! We have a pair of 
contemporary ivory sofas, Ethan Allen 
sofa, pair Room and Board leather chairs, 
sectional, contemporary table with four 
chairs, nice selection of bedroom furniture, 
king bed, books, albums, bookshelf, men’s 
and women’s clothing, jewelry, Weber 
grill, outdoor set for six, patio heater, 
rowing machine, Airdyne bike, Hoist 
weight machine, True treadmill, TREK and 
Specialized bikes, lots and lots more!

313 779 0193
www.marciawilkestatesales.com

424 WASHINGTON
GROSSE POINTE CITY

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
JUNE 13 AND 14

9:00 - 4:00

061225

Street Numbers honored Friday at 8:30 a.m.
Check out some featured items  

at marciawilkestatesales.com Wednesday evening
We accept cash, checks, VISA, MasterCard, Discover, 

AMEX and Apple Pay 

 

Classified Advertising 
AD OF THE WEEK

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

In observance of
JUNETEENTH
CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

IS
MONDAY, 1PM
JUNE 16, 2025

FOR JUNE 19, 2025
ISSUE

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS
CONSUMER
CELLULAR

the same reliable,
nationwide

coverage as the
largest carriers.
No long- term

contract, no hidden
fees and activation

is free. All plans
feature unlimited

talk and text,
starting at just
$20/ month.

For more
information, call
1(866)306-6243

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

PREPARE for power
outages today with

a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive

a FREE 5 Year
warranty with

qualifying purchase.
Call 1(855)773-8191
today to schedule a
free quote. It’s not
just a generator.

It’s a power move.

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

* KITCHEN HELP *
Cooks, Prep Cooks,

Dishwashers
Needed.

Must be 18.
No experience

necessary.
Call RJ

(313)574-4277

203 HELP WANTED
DENTAL / MEDICAL

Local Outpatient
Mental Health

Clinic looking for
experienced Intake

Specialist.
Must have 1- 2

years of computer
scheduling

experience and
working with multi

line phone systems.
Send resume to:

info@icfsdetroit.com

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

CITA ANGELS
HOME CARE

Caregiver services.
24 hour care. We
assist in cooking,
cleaning, bathing/
grooming, doctor's

appointments,
errands, etc.

Accepting
medicaid payments.

1(866)54-ANGEL

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

Angel Wings
Senior Care LLC
We offer many

services:
•Companion or
Hospice Care

•Overnights or
24/ 7 Care
•Cooking

•Light
Housekeeping

•Rides to
Appointments

Christina LaBranche
(810)394-7779

clabranche1123
@gmai.com

312 SITUATION WANTED
ORGANIZING

DUCKS IN A ROW
De-cluttering and
organizing your
home! Closets,

basements,
whole house.
Organize your
paper clutter.

Home information,
notebooks,

Medical journals,
memory albums.

Becky Schlaff
(313)580-2528
Susan Mason
(313)910-9705

schlaffb@
comcast.net
rwmason@

comcast.net

406 ESTATE SALES

406 ESTATE SALES

PARIS
ESTATE SALE

626 S. Higbie Pl.
Grosse Pointe

Woods
Thursday 10- 4,
Friday, Saturday

9- 4.
Milo Baughman,

Henredon, La-Z-Boy,
Thomasville, Lane,

bakers rack,
recliners, painted

furniture, women's
clothes, desk,

Christmas,
china, crystal,

flatware, linens.
Dremel Sander,
Echo backpack
blower, Porter
cable router,

Ryobi ban saw,
Skil biscuit jointer,

Craftsman
tool chest,

outdoor patio set,
garden art & tools.
Much much more!

NO PRESALES!

Estate Clean Out
Specialist

since 2007.
First Responder,
Senior, Veteran

Discounts Available
Background Check,
Bonded, Insured.

Call for your
Free Estimate
 (313)886-3330
www.cleanup
clearout.com

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

1370 Harvard
Grosse Pointe Park

Friday- Saturday
June 13- 14
9am- 4pm

Multiple Family
Sale!

Clothing,
books, home decor

and more!

355 St Clair,
Grosse Pointe City.

Friday 9- 12 and
Sunday 12- 3.

Cleaning out sale,
lots of garden items

and old stuff.

GARAGE SALE:
June 14 and 15.
9 am to 2 pm.

175 Vendome Rd.
Mostly household
plus a large, solid

marble coffee table.

HUGE
GARAGE SALE

Men’s, Women’s
and Children’s

clothing and shoes,
home decor,

artwork, something
for everyone.
55 Lochmoor

Boulevard, Grosse
Pointe Shores

Thursday, June 12,
4pm- 8pm

Friday, June 13,
9am- 5pm

Saturday, June 14,
9am- 4pm

TOURAINE ROAD
 BLOCK SALE

 Friday, June 13,
and Saturday,

 June 14,
 9 to 3.

 FIVE HOUSES:
 312, 324, 328,

 329, 341.
 Toys, baby & kid's

clothes & gear,
board games,
 china, garden,
 scrapbooking,

sports equipment,
women's clothes
 & accessories.

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

600 CARS

5 speed manual,
147,000 miles,

powerful engine,
clutch replaced

2 years ago,
front end bumper

has very small
damage.

Bought the car
as a 2nd car,
never use it.

On road@
417 Belanger,
Grosse Pointe

Farms.
(734)904-5355

COLOR Your Ad
(313)882-6900 x4

Classifieds
Work For You

To place an ad call:
(313)882-6900 x4

YouHave

Heard?
You’ll sell 

it FASTER 
here! classifieds

313-882-6900

Classified advertising

Place an Order
MAIL OR FAX THIS FORM (OR PLACE AN ORDER ON OUR WEB SITE)
Grosse Pointe News
Mail: Classified Advertising, 16980 Kercheval Pl., Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

Phone: (313) 882-6900 Ext. 4  Fax: (313) 882-1585

Web: grossepointenews.com

Email: classifieds@grossepointenews.com

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT
CLASSIFICATION NAME:

$25 FOR 35 WORDS. ADDITIONAL WORDS, .30¢ EACH. CALL FOR COLOR!

NO. OF WEEKS:                  X    COST PER WEEK:                =    TOTAL:                 

36                      $25.3035                      $25.00

40                      $26.5039                      $26.2038                      $25.9037                      $25.60

YOUR CONTACT AND BILLING INFORMATION

NAME:

STREET ADDRESS:

CITY:                                                         STATE:                ZIP:

PHONE

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

CARD NO:                                                                 EXP. DATE:
Prepayment is required. We accept credit cards, cash and check.

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required. We accept 
credit cards, cash and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WORD ADS:
35 words for $25.00;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.

BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP
We reserve the right to classify 
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves 
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CORRECTIONS
AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified 
advertising errors is limited to either  
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error. 
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue.  
We assume no responsibility for the 
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M. 

General 
Listings
ANNOUNCEMENTS
097 Property for Sale
098 Greetings
099 Business Opportunities
100 Announcements
101 Prayers
102 Lost & Found
SPECIAL SERVICES
103 Attorneys/Legal
104 Accounting
105 Art
106 Business Services
107 Catering
108 Computer Service
109 Entertainment
110 Delivery Service
111 GP Miscellany
112 Health & Nutrition
113 Home Concierge Services
114 Music Education
115 Party Planners/Helpers
116 Local Harvest

117 Secretarial Services
118 Tax Service
119 Transportation/Travel
120 Tutoring Education
121 General Services
122 Alterations/Tailoring
123 Decorating Services
124 Beauty Services
125 Financial
126 Contributions
127 Video Services
128 Photography
129 Sports Training
130 Art Frame/Restore
131 Counselors/ Therapists
HELP WANTED
200 Help Wanted General
201 Help Wanted   
 Babysitter
202 Help Wanted Clerical/  
	 Office
203 Help Wanted Dental/
 Medical
204 Help Wanted Domestic
205 Help Wanted Legal

206 Help Wanted Part Time
207 Help Wanted Sales
208 Help Wanted Nurses 
 Aide/Caregiver
209 Help Wanted Professional
210 Help Wanted Restaurant
211 Help Wanted Management
212 Job Fair
SITUATION WANTED
300 Situations Wanted  
 Babysitter
301 Clerical
302 Convalescent Care
303 Day Care
304 General
305 House Cleaning
306 House Sitting
307 Nurses Aides
308	Office	Cleaning
309 Sales
310 Assisted Living
312 Organizing
MERCHANDISE
400 Antiques / Collectibles

401 Appliances
402 Arts & Crafts
403 Auctions
404 Bicycles
405 Computers
406 Estate Sales
407 Firewood
408 Furniture
409 Garage/Yard/  
 Rummage Sale
410 Household Sales
411 Clothes/Jewelry
412 Miscellaneous Articles
413 Musical Instruments
414	Office/Business		 	
 Equipment
415 Wanted To Buy
416 Sports Equipment
417 Tools
418 Toys/ Games
419 Building Materials
420 Resale/Consignment  
 Shops
421 Books

ANIMALS
500 Animals Adopt A Pet
502 Horses For Sale
503 Household Pets For Sale
504 Humane Societies
505 Lost And Found
506 Pet Breeding
507 Pet Equipment
508 Pet Grooming
509 Pet Boarding/Sitting
510 Animal Services

AUTOMOTIVE
600 Cars
601 Chrysler
602 Ford
603 General Motors
604 Antique/Classic
605 Foreign
606 Sport Utility
607 Junkers
608 Parts/Tires/Alarms
609 Rentals/Leasing

610 Sports Cars
611 Trucks
612 Vans
613 Wanted To Buy
614 Auto Insurance
615 Auto Services
616 Auto Storage

RECREATIONAL
650 Airplanes
651 Boats And Motors

652 Boat Service/Care
653 Boat Parts
654 Boat Storage/Docking
655 Campers
656 Motorbikes
657 Motorcycles
658 Motor Homes
659 Snowmobiles
660 Trailers/Tractors
661 Water Sports
662 Recreational Vehicles

Real Estate
RENTALS
700 Apts/Flats/Duplex:  
 Grosse Pointe/Harper Woods
701 Apts/Flats/Duplex:
 Detroit/Wayne County
702 Apts/Flats/Duplex: St.  
 Clair Shores/Macomb County
703 Apts/Flats/Duplex:
 Wanted to Rent
704 Houses: Rent
705 Houses: Grosse   
 Pointe/Harper Woods
706 Houses: Detroit/
 Wayne County
707 Houses: St. Clair Shores/
 Macomb County
708 Apts/Flats/Duplex: Rent
709 Townhouses/ 
 Condos to Rent

710 Townhouses/Condos  
 Wanted
711 Garages/Mini Storage  
 for Rent
712 Garages/Mini Storage  
 Wanted
713 Industrial/Warehouse  
 Rental
714 Living Quarters 
 to Share
715 Hunting Rentals
716	Offices/Commercial	
 for Rent
717	Offices/Commercial		
 Wanted
718 Property Management
719 Rent with Option to Buy
720 Rooms for Rent
721 Vacation Rental:   
 Florida

 
722 Vacation Rental: 
 Out of State
723 Vacation Rental:   
 Michigan
724 Vacation Rental: Resort
725 Rentals/Leasing
726 Waterfront
727 Relocation Services

HOMES/LOTS FOR SALE
800 House for Sale
801 Commercial Buildings
802 Commercial Property
803 Condos/Apts/Flats
804 Country Homes
805 Property for Sale
806 Florida Property
807 Investment Property
808 Waterfront Homes

809 Waterfront Lots
810 Lake/River Resorts
811 Lots for Sale
812 Mortgages/Land
       Contracts
813 Northern Michigan  
       Homes
814 Northern Michigan Lots
815 Out of State Homes &  
       Property
816 Real Estate Exchange
817 Real Estate Wanted
818 Sale or Lease
819 Cemetery Lots
820 Business For Sale
821 Open House
822 Vacation Properties
824 Mobile Homes
825 Estate Sales
826 Auctions

Guide to
Services
900 Air Conditioning
901 Alarm Installation Repair
902 Siding
903 Appliance Repairs
904 Asphalt Paving Repair
906 Basement Remodeling
907 Basement	Waterproofing
908	Bathtub	Refinishing
911 Brick/Block Work
912 Building/Remodeling
913 Cargo/ Auto Transport
914 Carpentry
915 Carpet Cleaning
916 Carpet Maintenance
917 Carpet & Tile Removal
918 Cement Work
919 Chimney Cleaning

920 Chimney Repair
921 Closets
922 Computer Services
923 Construction Repair
924 Demolition
925 Decks/Patios
926 Doors
927 Debris/ Clutter 
 Removal
929 Drywall/Plastering
930 Electrical Services
933 Excavating
934 Fences
935 Fire/Flood Damage
936 Floor Sanding/  
	 Refinishing
937 Floor Installation
938	Furniture	Refinishing/	
 Upholstering
939 General Services

940 Glass-Residential/  
 Commercial
941 Hoarding
942 Garages
943 Landscapers / Gardeners
944 Gutters
945 Handyman
946 Home Services
947 Heating/Cooling
 Repair & Installation
948 Insulation
949 Janitorial Services
950 Engine/Motor Repair
951 Iron Work
952 Locksmith
953 Marble/Stone
954 Painting/Decorating
956 Pest Control
957 Plumbing & Installation
958 Pool Maintenance

959 Power Washing
960	Roofing	Service
961 Security Enforcement
962 Sanitation Services
964 Sewer Cleaning Service
965 Shutters
966 Snow Removal
968 Shrink Wrapping
969 Swimming Pool Service
970 T.V./Radio/CB Radio
971 Tree Service
973 Tile Work
974 VCR/DVD Repair
975 Vacuum Sales/Service
976 Ventilation Service
977 Wall Washing
980 Window Installation
981 Window Washing
983 Welding

COMPLETE INDEX

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 4 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585
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Yard & Estate Sale Map

1.  355 St Clair, GPC 
2. 424 Washington, GPC
3. 1370 Harvard, GPC

4. 175 Vendome Rd., GPF
5. 312, 324, 328, 329, 341 Touraine Rd, GPF
6. 845 Harcourt, GPP

7. 626 S. Higbie Pl., GPW

See Classifieds for more details

= ESTATE SALE= YARD SALE

THIS WEEK
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907 BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
Basement

Waterproofing
313-886-8088
911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
Masonry • Tuckpointing

Porches • Walkways
313-886-8088

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

SAFE STEP
North America's
#1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive

lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line
installation and

service.
Now featuring our

FREE shower
package and

$1,600 Off for a
limited time!
Call today!

Financing available.
Call Safe Step

1(855)861-4501

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling
Unwanted Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean Outs
•Basement/

  Garage Clean Out
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER • WINDOW
CLEANING

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

941 HOARDING

BACKGROUND
CHECKED
 BONDED
 INSURED

 www.cleanup
 clearout.com

 •Clutter •Debris
 •Hoarding

 •Estate Clean Outs
 Medium, Large,
 Extremely Large

 Projects
 5 to 30 Yard

 Driveway Safe
 Dumpsters
 Available

 (313)886-3330
 Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER
GARDENER

serving the finest
Grosse Pointe

homes
since 1979.

Affordable next day
service.

Provencal,
Lake Shore and

condo experience.
Spring clean up,

trimming,
 weeding, bed

edging, cultivating,
shrub & flower

planting,
rose pruning,

ornamental shrub
and tree care,

mulch, plus more.
Ron, (313)377-1467

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB
Tree Removal/

Trimming
Stump Grinding

FREE ESTIMATES
45% OFF SPRING

DISCOUNTS
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

* FIREWOOD *
AVAILABLE
25 Years

(586)216-0904
davestreeandshrub.

com

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

POINTES
LANDSCAPING LLC

 Serving the
eastside full service

landscaping for
10+ years!

 Fully insured and
Free estimates!

 Weekly cut, edge,
and blow starting at

Just $40.
 Call Josh at

(313)407-6523

944 GUTTERS

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Handyman Service
Electrical - Plumbing

Carpentry

We're your
"TO DO"

list handymen!
Let us help you with

any plumbing,
electrical,

carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

945 HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is

GREEN, cost and
energy efficient.

Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC

can insulate
your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commercial
INSULATION

 EXPERTS
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Custom Paint - Plaster
Repair & Restoration

FREE CONSULT

313-886-8088
HANDYMAN SERVICES

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Custom Paint - Plaster
Repair & Restoration

FREE CONSULT

313-886-8088
HANDYMAN SERVICES

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Custom Paint - Plaster
Repair & Restoration

FREE CONSULT

313-886-8088
HANDYMAN SERVICES

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

FREE ESTIMATES
 Interior/Exterior
 Commercial &

Residential
 313.882.9234

INTERIOR / exterior
paint, drywall

install / repair and
general renovation.

Very reliable, on
time and on budget.

Quality work and
great customer

experience.
Guaranteed. Grosse

Pointe based.
Call Andrew

(917) 412-3995.

JOHN’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
 drywall, cracks,

windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

 insurance work.
 All work

guaranteed
 G. P. References
 License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

STEVE's PAINTING
since 1982

Plaster repair,
wallpaper removal,

drywall.
Meticulous prep,
quality materials,

references, insured.
Affordable.

Free estimates,
senior discounts.

(586)350-1717

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

960 ROOFING SERVICES

RR CODDENS
Family since 1924

(313)886-5565
(313)550-6602

Licensed•Builder•Insured

Re-Roofs ~ Tear Offs
Flat Roofs

Chimney Repair

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commercial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

981 WINDOW WASHING

J. SALVADOR
 MAINTENANCE

 Window cleaning
&

Power Washing.
Call Jim at

313.949.7550
Classifieds: 313-882-6900 x 4

Hire! Buy! $ell! Fast!
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The Grosse Pointe News is proud to announce our new 

social media page completely dedicated to bringing you the 

best sports news and moments from around the Pointes. 

@GPNewssports on Instagram is where you will be able to 

find instant updates from the biggest games and amazing 

highlights from athletes and teams at every level from

youth sports to high school freshman, JV and varsity. 

Best of all, we want to highlight all of the moments that 

YOU share with us. Send your best sports photos and 

achievements to our DMs on Instagram or to our email, 

sports@grossepointenews.com, for your chance to be 

featured on our social media and even in the sports

section of the Grosse Pointe News each week! 

Scan the QR code below to follow us!

The Grosse Pointe 
South and University 
Liggett School boys var-
sity golf teams capped 
off their respective post-
season runs at the 2025 
MHSAA state fi nals June 
6, showcasing strong 
individual and team 
efforts at Forest Akers 
G o l f  C o u r s e  a n d 
Meadows Golf Course at 
Grand Valley State 
University. 

Grosse Pointe South
Competing in the 

MHSAA Division 1 state 
finals at Forest Akers 
West in East Lansing, 
South placed 14th out of 
18 teams with a two-day 
total of 644 (+68). The 
Blue Devils matched 
their opening round 
score both days, carding 
back-to-back 322s (+34), 
thanks in large part to 
standout play from 
f r e s h m a n  M a r t y 
Wayman. 

Wayman fi nished 18th 
overall in the individual 
standings, shooting a 
150 (+6). He opened 
with a 74 (+2) as he tal-
lied birdies on holes 3, 
11 and 16, all par 4s, and 
especially played well on 
the back nine. He fol-
lowed this on day two 
with a 76 (+4), high-

lighted by birdies on 
holes 10 and 17, with 
another strong finish 
down the stretch.

Sophomore Charlie 
Thomas placed 44th with 
a 158 (+14). He shot 76 
(+4) in round one, with 
birdies on holes 5, 13, 14 
and 16, followed by an 
82 (+10) in round two 
with birdies on holes 1 
and 17. 

Sophomore Ben Bieri 
turned in a consistent 
showing to finish 51st 
with a 159 (+15), posting 
rounds of 81 (+9) and 78 
(+6), with birdies on 
hole 7 in both rounds 
and consistency on the 
front and back nines. 

Senior Nate Faulkner 
rounded out his varsity 
career with rounds of 92 
and 86, for a grand total 
of 178 (+34), while 
senior Quinn Cameron 
(91) and freshman Jack 
Babcock (89) contrib-
uted to the team’s scor-
ing both days. 

University Liggett 
School

The Knights competed 
in the Division 3 state 
finals at the Meadows 
Golf Course at Grand 
Valley State, finishing 
14th out of 18 teams with 
a combined total of 682 
(+114). After 347 (+63) 
in round one, the Knights 
rebounded with a 335 

(+51) in round two. 
S e n i o r  C h a r l i e 

Cooksey led Liggett with 
a 157 (+15), for a 14th 
place individual finish. 
He carded rounds of 79 
(+8) and 78 (+7), show-
ing great play on the 
back nine, including a 
birdie on hole 17 in 
round two.

Senior Steve McMahon 
was steady throughout 
the weekend, tying for 
36th with a 164 (+22) 
behind back-to-back 82s. 
He birdied holes 12 and 
14 in round one and 
holes 7 and 13 in round 
two, performing slightly 
better on the front nine 
Sunday. 

Sophomore Charlie 
Laethem placed 83rd, 
improving from a 92 
(+21) on Saturday to an 
86 (+15) Sunday, which 
included a birdie on hole 
2 and a stronger back 
nine fi nish. 

Freshman Jackson 
Miller posted rounds of 
94 (+23) and 89 (+18) 
for a 183 (+41), while 
senior Peter Laethem 
rounded out the Knights’ 
lineup with rounds of 
100 (+29) and 95 (+24) 
for 195 (+53) total. 

Both South and Liggett 
wi l l  graduate  key 
seniors, but are showing 
promise for these under-
classmen going into the 
2026 season.

Pointes golfers 
take final swings 
at state finals
By Meg Kelly
Staff Intern

COURTESY PHOTO

Grosse Pointe South varsity boys golf fi nished 14th at the Division 2 state fi nals 
in East Lansing last weekend. From left: Coach Bobby Mitchell, Nate Faulkner, 
Ben Bieri, Jack Babcock, Marty Wayman and Charlie Thomas.

grossepointenews.com/athlete-of-the-week

ATHLETE
F THE WEE

Do you know an outstanding high school athlete? 
Nominate them for Athlete of the Week and put 

them in the running for Athlete of the Year.
All weekly winners will be invited to the end of year Athlete of the Year 

Awards Gala – with top athletes winning scholarships!
Submit online at:

becoming part of a team 
in the fi rst place. 

For her entire career 
before becoming a Blue 
Devil, Kokoshi always 
played for herself. Now, 

she has the experience 
of working together and 
getting to cheer and be 
cheered on by her team-
mates.

“I’ve had so much fun 
playing with a team,” 
she said. “Everybody 
was so amazing and 
they’re so sweet. I liked 

having the support 
while I played. Usually, 
not many people come 
to my matches, so hav-
ing people watching me 
play and having their 
support was really nice. 
… It was so great to 
share that moment with 
my team.”

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D

COURTESY PHOTO

Kokoshi was the top seed in the Division 2 No. 1 singles bracket at this year’s 
state fi nals after tallying a 27-1 match record during the regular season.
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