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GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — As they have 
for the past several coun-
cil meetings, dozens of 
residents spoke out dur-
ing a public hearing 
Monday, Aug. 18, about 
rezoning 20160 Mack.

The property, currently 
a vacant medical offi ce, 
sits on the east side of 
Mack between South 
Renaud and Oxford, with 
a rear parking lot that 
spans between both side 
streets. 

Entrepreneur Justin 
Buccellato is asking the 
city to rezone the prop-
erty from offi ce to com-
mercial and wants to 
build three connected 
retail sites. He previously 
referred to the building 
there now as, “unsal-
vageable.”

The fi rst hearing on the 
matter, May 19, lasted 
more than two hours and 
saw 31 people speak 
against the plan. Council 

at that time voted to 
return the matter to the 
planning commission, 
w h i c h  o r i g i n a l l y 
approved it in April.

Neighbors speaking 
against the rezoning said 

their main concerns are 
related to health and 
safety. That includes 
increased traffi c, parking 
congestion, crime, storm-
water runoff, the possi-
bility of a chain restaurant 

locating there and an 
infl ux of rodents if any 
type of restaurant moves 
in.

Buccellato said he does 
not yet know what type 
of tenants would occupy 

the space. 
“It could be fitness, 

retail, a veterinarian,” he 
told council in May. 
“We’ve got the fi nancing 
approved.” 

He added, however, he 

would not complete the 
purchase without the 
zoning change.

City Administrator 
Frank Schulte said 
Buccellato agreed to sev-
eral site plan changes 
after residents in the area 
met with the architect 
and city offi cials.

That included reducing 
the footprint of the pro-
posed building by 2,000 
square feet, building a 
higher wall along the 
back of the parking lot to 
reduce noise, adding 
more landscaping, add-
ing more windows, put-
ting different lighting in 
the parking lot so it 
would not spill into the 
neighborhood and allow-
ing the city to put up 
signs making it illegal to 
exit the parking lot onto 
South Renaud or Oxford.

“The developer also 
paid for a traffi c study, 
which our contractor 
confi rmed,” Schulte said. 
“There would be no sub-
stantial impact on traffi c.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Opposition to rezoning continues

RENDERING COURTESY OF STUCKY VITALE ARCHITECTS

The proposed new building at 20160 Mack that would house up to three commercial businesses.

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Hefty hardwood mold-
ing and thick plaster 
walls aren’t the only 
things making Park hous-
es stout.

Add to that oversized 
water meters — water 
meters so big a registered 
municipal advisor hasn’t 
encountered them among 
his firm’s 150 clients 
throughout the state.

“We have never run 
into this before,” said 
Andy Campbell,  of 
Bendzinski Municipal 
Advisors, retained to 
advise Park offi cials on 
water rates. “It was a 
learning experience for 
us.”

Jumbo meters were 
cited this week as throw-
ing off Campbell’s calcu-
l a t i o n s  f o r  a n 
a c r o s s - t h e - b o a r d 
increase in Park water 
and sewer rates.

Part of the formula 

charged customers on 
usage, both coming and 
going. Use more drinking 
water, get charged more. 
Use more water, get 
charged more for sew-
age.

Members of the city 
council two months ago, 
June 9, used Campbell’s 
ca l cu la t ions  when 
approving a 23 percent 
w a t e r - s e w e r  r a t e 
increase. Proponents 
said proceeds were 
needed to meet higher 
costs to buy drinking 
water from the city’s sup-
plier,  fund capital 
improvements to the 
water-sewer system and 
beef up the system’s 
fi nancial reserves.

None of that ever got 
going. Some residents 
wound up walloped by 
water bills more than 
twice as great as they’d 
received before. City offi -
cials reacted by advising 
residents to stop paying 

Leveling 
water rates
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer CITY OF GROSSE 

POINTE — As recon-
struction of St. Clair con-
tinues, city administrators 
are taking the opportunity 
to identify additional ar-
eas of improvement that 
can be looped into the 
project.

A $10,000 add-on, 
approved by city council 
last week, is the creation 
of a Village drop-off zone.

“Currently what hap-
pens is you’ll have people 
that will come off of 
Kercheval and then park 
on St. Clair right in the 
plaza area and they’ll 
either unload or drop 
off,” City Manager Joe 
Valentine said. “Anybody 
turning right immediately 
has to stop for somebody 
who’s parked there or 
avert by going into 
oncoming traffic to go 
around. Defi nitely not a 
safe condition, but there’s 
no alternative.” 

The solution is the cre-
ation of a short-term 

drop-off parking space to 
be used for senior trans-
portation to Trader Joe’s, 
armored vehicles collect-
ing transactions and con-
tractors unloading parts.  

Slightly larger than one 
car length and able to fi t 
a short bus, it will be cut 
into the green space adja-
cent to St. Clair and the 

parking garage and 
directly across from the 
CVS lot driveway. 

“Having an area where 
vehicles can pull off and 
unload, there is a need 
for this in The Village, 
particularly for some of 
those resident drop-offs 

Drop-off area being 
constructed on St. Clair
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

PHOTO BY LAUREL KRAUS

The cut-in on St. Clair alongside the parking struc-
ture will serve as a short-term drop-off parking 
space for senior transportation to Trader Joe’s, ar-
mored vehicles collecting transactions and contrac-
tors unloading parts.

See RATES, page 2A

See REZONE, page 3A

See DROP-OFF, page 3A
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their water bills while 
things were corrected.

“This body made a 
decision to increase 
water rates by 23 percent 
based on a number of 
assumptions that later 
proved incorrect, or not 
what our understanding 
was,” Mayor Michele 
Hodges said during a 
special council meeting 
Aug. 25.

Offi cials concluded the 
meeting by rescinding 

the faulty rate formula 
but reapplying the 23 
percent increase uni-
formly to everyone, big 
user, little user.

“So, what we’re talking 
about now is to rework 
and go back to the old 
rates and apply 23 per-
cent across the board; all 
residents, all homeown-
ers will be getting the 
s a m e  i n c r e a s e , ” 
Councilman Max Wiener 
said.

City Manager Nick 
Sizeland said new rates 
translate into the aver-
age:

◆ single-family user 
receiving a bimonthly bill 
of $262.01, an increase 
from $212.91 prior to the 
increase; and

◆ multi-unit customer 
being billed $367.81 
bimonthly, an increase 
from $298.93 before the 
change.

Unless this new meth-
odology also proves 
faulty, no one, even prop-
erty owners with a big 
meter, should face an 
increase beyond 23 per-
cent.

Surprise-size 
meters

The problem with the 
rejected system was off-
beat meters.

“One of things we 
missed is meter sizes,” 
Campbell said. “They are 
not what the expectation 
was in the rate structure 
changeover.”

He and his team are 
used to formulating rates 
for communities with 
meters one inch or less in 

diameter.
“Primarily, 1½-inch 

meters (in the Park) is 
one of the main issues,” 
Campbell said.

Sizeland explained the 
problem. He said rates 
for customers with 
meters measuring 1½ 
inches or greater were 
charged rates beyond the 
23 percent increase. 
Rates increased incre-
mentally for meters 
beyond 1-inch diameter. 
Some houses in the Park 
have 3-inch meters.

“The Park supplies 
water to buildings based 
upon pressurized water 
passed through the sup-
ply line,” Sizeland said. 
“Inch-and-a-half meters 
were largely installed 
between 1948 and 1983. 
They used bigger meters 
because of galvanized 
metal. There was corro-
sion that could happen.”

“There also are single-
family homes in the 2- 
and 3-inch category,” 
Campbell said. “I don’t 
know why that is. Three-
inch meters are for car 
washes; heavy, heavy 
use. That’s a huge line. 
There are a lot of single-
family homes that have 
these huge lines. These 
(larger) meters were see-
ing a much higher multi-
plier on the fi xed charge 

t h a n  e x p e c t a t i o n s 
because, based on other 
rate studies we per-
formed, those meters 
were multifamily and 
commercial meters.”

Capital 
improvements

The rate increase is 
forecast to generate $1.3 
million additional reve-
nue per year for total 
annual water-sewer rev-
enue of $7.1 million.

Funds will be used to 
replace old water mains, 
which, being upwards of 
100 years old, are nearly 
worn out, brittle and 
ready to snap, according 
to Wiener, chairman of 
the infrastructure com-
mittee.

“We are dealing with a 
legacy of major infra-
structure work that needs 
to be done,” he said.

Another change to be 
made concerns water 
meters. They’re not only 
too big in many cases, 
almost all are so old they 
run slow, shorting the 
city on billing accurately 
for water usage. Sizeland 
put the loss at 20 percent.

“Eighty percent of our 
water meters are out of 
date,” Wiener said. “The 
first thing this (rate) 
increase is going into is 
changing those water 

meters. Most likely we’ll 
start rolling out new 
water meters in the fi rst 
quarter of next year. 
Then we’ll have real data 
going into 2027 budget-
ing. Then, we can start 
actually reworking rates.”

Charging people accu-
rately for water usage 
guarantees some peo-
ple’s consumption bill 
will go up.

“Maybe some residents 
are going to pay more, 
but they’re going to be 
paying for what they 
use,” Wiener said. “If 
someone is using water, 
they should be paying for 
it.”

Councilman Marty 
McMillan, who is by far 
the most avuncular 
offi ceholder in the city, 
mocked Councilwoman 
Christine Gallagher’s 
opposition to replacing 
the Park’s cast iron mains 
because, she said, por-
tions of a Greek town of 
antiquity still get by with 
clay plumbing.

Wiener also brushed 
off Gallagher’s claim that 
an engineering assess-
ment of the water-sewer 
system found nothing 
critically in need of 
upgrade.

“I don’t believe you 
understand how to read 
that report,” Wiener said.

RATES:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE 
PARK — Rick Courson 
began his woodworking 
career as a 4-year-old 
with his dad’s drill.

“He made smiley 
faces in our Mutschler 
kitchen cabinets,” said 
his father, Rick Courson 
Sr., of Grosse Pointe 
Park.

“They were there to 
the day we moved out,” 
said the son.

The younger Courson 
grew up to become a 
finish carpenter and 
custom cabinet maker. 
He partnered with his 
father to win the inau-
gural Festool Craft 
Competition, produced 
by Pointe Hardware 
Group during Kercheval 
After 6, Saturday, Aug. 
23.

The Ricks, as they 
called their team, beat 
six rivals to win $7,000 

worth of Festool prod-
ucts.

“I taught him the bare 
minimum and he took it 
from there,” the elder 
Courson said.

His son said the key to 
learning woodworking 
is not being afraid to 
fail.

“That ’s  how you 
learn,” he said. “You 
make mistakes. You 
throw things out, start 
over again and keep 
going.”

Teams weren’t told 
until the start of the 4 
½-hour competit ive 
build-off that each was 
to make a fi reside chair 
and table from scratch.

“Not even my team 
knew what they were 
going to build, except 
that they were going to 
build one of six items,” 
Pointe Hardware owner 
Waref Hawasli said. “It 
was very much on the 
fl y.”

“This is a tough situa-

t i o n , ”  s a i d  B r i a n 
S e d g e l e y ,  F e s t o o l 
trainer and internet per-
sonality. “I run build-
offs and give people a 
day and a half. When I 
heard the guidelines for 
this one, I thought, ‘Oh, 
I don’t know if I could 
do it.’”

Competitors included 
Brent Revello, an indus-
trial arts teacher for 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Schools. He built a table 
using strictly hand 
tools.

“He’s a craftsman 
who believes in building 
everything by hand,” 
Hawasli said. “It was 
fun to watch him. He’s 
training our youth to 
continue to be in the 
trades. Please, families 
out there, teach your 
kids how to use their 
hands. Use your hands 
and brain. This guy is a 
testament to that.”

Hawasli and Sedgeley 
judged each team on 

craftsmanship, creativ-
ity, functionality, time 
management and the 
marketability of the 
items they built.

“This is a business, at 
the end of the day,” 
Hawasli said. “The busi-
ness side is critical. This 
is very challenging work 
to do. You don’t just 
learn it overnight. The 
reason you’re paying 
what you’re paying is 
this is something these 
guys have been doing 
for 15 or 20 years, gen-
erat ional ly  handed 
down from a parent or 
picked up on their own 
and learned day-to-day. 
They invest in a lot of 
equipment.”

The second-place 
team,  Bo is  Noyer 
(French for walnut 
wood), consisted of 
independent contractor 
David Shettler and his 
14-year-old son. They 

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Locals eke out Festool win

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

Rick Courson and Rick Courson, the father-and-son 
woodworking team known as The Ricks, scratch-
built a fi reside chair and table that won fi rst place in 
the inaugural Festool Craft Competition produced 
by Pointe Hardware Group during the Aug. 23 
Kercheval After 6.See WIN, page 4A

GROSSE POINTE 
SHORES — Deputy Clerk 
Courtney Smith was ap-
pointed as the new city 
clerk at council’s meeting 
Tuesday, Aug. 19.

The vote was 6-0, with 
C o u n c i l m a n  D o n n 
Schroder absent.

Smith replaces Bruce 
Nichols, who is retiring 
after 14 years in the role. 
Nichols, a private prac-
tice attorney, did so on a 
volunteer basis.

“The qualifications 

have changed over the 
years to be a city clerk,” 
City Manager Steve 
Poloni said. “That is espe-
cially true with changes 
in election law. It’s pretty 
impractical to have a vol-
unteer in that position 
now.”

Poloni added the other 
Pointes all have a clerk 
on staff, as do most cities 
in Michigan he’s aware 
of.

Nichols, whose final 
meeting was last week, 
said he endorsed Smith.

“I’ve worked with her 
and she’s a very good 

choice,” he told council.
Smith joined the 

Shores in February 2024, 
as deputy clerk, also 
overseeing the building 
department and marina 
operations. She spent 
eight years prior to join-
ing the Shores as deputy 
city clerk and city accoun-
tant in Grosse Pointe 
Park.

“I started off volunteer-
ing there with ballot 
preparation and testing 
for elections,” she said. 
“That really piqued my 
interest and helped me 
get in the door. My expe-

rience made for an easy 
transition.”

The Park native and 
2007 Grosse Pointe South 
High School graduate is 
certified through the 
Michigan Association of 
Municipal Clerks. 

“We received a letter 
from the state Bureau of 
Elections with a list of 
classes a clerk has to 
complete within six 
months  o f  be ing 
appointed,” Poloni said. 
“It’s pretty intensive and 
Courtney already meets 

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Shores appoints new clerk

COURTESY PHOTO

New Grosse Pointe Shores Clerk Courtney Smith 
and retiring Clerk Bruce Nichols. See CLERK, page 5A
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GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — If feedback 
from a packed room at the 
Pier Park community 
building last week was 
any indication, proposed 
designs for the multi-mil-
lion-dollar pool complex 
likely no longer will in-
clude a lazy river.  

The Farms Parks and 
Harbor  Commit tee 
Tuesday, Aug. 19, hosted 
the community meeting 
to introduce initial plans 
and gather public input 
on the proposed new 
aquatic facility. 

“Really, I think the hall-
mark of the park and the 
area that’s been the least 
touched has been the 
whole aquatic area,” City 
Manager Shane Reeside 
said at the start of the 
meeting. “The pool was 
built in the mid-1960s at 
the same time as the 
bathhouse and, except 
for a little facelift that we 
did at the bathhouse in 

the mid-’90s, that core 
infrastructure is essen-
tially the same.

“About 25 years ago, 
we did upgrade the tot 
pool and added a splash 
pad, (but) that was 25 
years ago and frankly 
there are currently issues 
with those facilities.”

Highlights of the most 
recent proposed designs 

include:
◆  an eight- lane, 

25-meter competition 
pool with two diving 
boards off to one corner, 
deeper water for the 
starting blocks so swim-
mers can dive in, which 
they can’t do now, and an 
expanded area for spec-
tators;

◆ a separate recreation 

pool including three 
swim lanes, zero-depth 
entry, ADA accessibility 
and an attached mini lazy 
river; 

◆ a tot pool with water 
features that is one-and-
a-half-times the size of 
the current one;

◆ an upgraded bath-
house with improved 
ventilation and family 
changing areas;

◆ and a splash deck 
pathway leading up to the 
bathhouse instead of the 
current splash pad. 

The overwhelming 
majority of residents who 
spoke during an hour-
plus public comment por-
tion agreed the aquatic 
area revamp is a welcome 
and appreciated effort, 
but enthusiastically 
fought against removal of 
the splash pad and what 
was called the unneces-
sary addition of a lazy 
river. 

Disapproval for the lat-
ter encompassed the dif-
fi culty of lifeguarding a 
moving current, disinter-

est in the feature itself 
and preference for using 
the space it would take 
for more sought-after fea-

tures such as additional 
swim lanes in the recre-
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MONDAY, SEPT. 1

 ◆ Labor Day
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Community Bridge Walk, 

9:30 a.m.

TUESDAY, SEPT. 2

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Doggie Days of Summer 
swim, 4 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 3

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods rescheduled Community 
Tree Commission meeting, 7 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park Beautifi cation Commission 
meeting, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 4

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park Tax Increment Finance 
Authority meeting, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 6

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park Farmers Market, 9 a.m. to noon 
at Kercheval and Lakepointe.

The Week Ahead

“The city also offered 
mediation to come to 
some type of conclusion,” 
Schulte added, “but they 
(homeowners in the 
area) didn’t want that.”

Residents also have 
objected because John 
Vitale, of Stucky Vitale 
Architects, is a longtime 
member of the planning 
c o m m i s s i o n .  H e 
abstained from voting on 
the matter both times.

The commission in 
July voted to uphold its 
recommendation for the 
rezoning. A second read-
ing of the zoning ordi-
nance change is planned 
for the council meeting 
Sept. 8.

Per city ordinance, 
because more than 20 
percent of property own-

ers within 100 feet of the 
site signed a petition 
objecting to the change, 
council will need a super 
majority of five votes, 

rather than a simple 
majority of four votes, to 
approve the change.

Homeowners leading 
the opposition to the 

rezoning say they have 
collected some 600 signa-
tures from residents in 
the general area against 
the plan.

REZONE:
Continued from page 1A

for Trader Joe’s ,” 
Valentine said. “But with-
out parking on the streets 
to unload, there’s really 
no more safe way for that 
to happen.

“The opportunity pres-

ents itself, because the 
road is under construc-
tion now and this is an 
amendment or a contract 
modifi cation for the proj-
ect.”

City council approved 
the $10,741 cost from its 
major  street  fund 
Monday, Aug. 18.

To further prevent 

parking in the street on 
St. Clair, the city also is 
piloting two dedicated 
spaces in the CVS lot for 
DoorDash drivers who 
are quickly picking up 
orders from Village res-
taurants. 

“As this project is going 
on, we’re looking at vari-
ous aspects of where 

amenities could be 
improved,” Valentine 
said. “So, not only does 
the drop-off area come to 
mind, but also some drop-
off areas in Lot 4 (CVS 
lot) that we’re piloting 
during construction and 
then we’ll evaluate and 
see how it goes from 
there.”

DROP-OFF:
Continued from page 1A

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — Organizers 
doubled their initial goal 
to secure six porches for 
what they intend to be the 
City’s fi rst annual Grosse 
Pointe PorchFest from 
noon to 5 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 6.

“It’s really just meant 
to be a celebration for all 
ages of people in the 
neighborhoods,” said 
M a y o r  S h e i l a 
Tomkowiak, 
who cham-
pioned the 
event after 
b e i n g 
approached 
with the idea 
last year by 
r e s i d e n t 
G r e t c h e n 
White. “We 
have won-
derful walk-
able neighborhoods with 
great front porches and 
we want to celebrate that 
and foster a sense of 

commu-
nity and 
camara-
derie.” 

Spread 
through-

out the city on a dozen 
porches, 13 local musi-
cians each will play a 
45-minute set with genres 

including rock, country, 
folk and Americana 
blues.   

Attendees can stroll 
from yard to yard toting 
lawn chairs or may sim-
ply drop in for the acts in 
their neighborhood.

“We want it to be 
organic and to fl ow and 

to have people step out-
side on a Saturday after-
noon and say, ‘Oh, I’ll 
roam down there, see my 
neighbors, listen to some 
music and then roam 
back, ’”  Tomkowiak 
described. “… We have 
very modest goals for 
this fi rst time through.” 

The performance 
schedule is as follows:

◆ noon at 515 Fisher — 
The Bungalows

◆ 12:30 p.m. at 533 St. 
Clair — Jack Gorham

◆ 1 p.m. at 547 
Washington — The Six 
Shooters

◆ 1:30 p.m. at 849 
Notre Dame — ARCH 
entertainment

◆ 2 p.m. at 760 
Lakeland — Frank 
Szymanski’s Franklin 
Sane Synth Pop Duo

◆ 2:30 p.m. at 539 
Universi ty  — Ben 
Allemon

◆ 3 p.m. at 533 St. Clair 
— The Neighbors

◆ 3:30 p.m. at 843 Neff 
— Nolan Eszes; and at 
736 Notre Dame — 
MUDHOUNDS

◆ 4 p.m. at 856 Loraine 
— Mezz; and at 548 St. 
Clair — Poor Player

◆ 4:30 p.m. at 733 St. 
Clair — Indie Guinn

◆ 5 p.m. at 438 St. Clair 
— Robert Kolinski

The performance 
schedule is subject to 

change. Attendees may 
follow GP PorchFest on 
Facebook for updates 
and a performance map.

“We decided to start 
small and set ourselves 
up to grow as we move 
forward,” said Dr. Seth 
Krupp, councilman and 
member of the GP 
PorchFest Committee, in 
a release. “We were very 
excited to get 12 commu-
nity members to volun-
teer their porches and 
hope to double that again 
next year.”

The GP PorchFest 
Committee includes 
White and Tomkowiak, 
co-chairs; Krupp, porch 
p r o c u r e m e n t ;  B i l l 
Kalmar, music coordina-
tor; George “Buzz” 
Young,  promotion; 
Grosse Pointe Main 
Street Director Cindy 
Willcock, administrative 
support; and James 
VanFleteren, logo design. 

Funding for the 2025 
event was provided by 
the City of Grosse Pointe 
Foundation.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Musicians headline inaugural GP PorchFest

PHOTO BY GEORGE “BUZZ” YOUNG

The porch at 547 Washington will host The Six Shooters at 1 
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 6, as part of Grosse Pointe PorchFest. 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Farms residents nix lazy river, removal of splash pad

See SPLASH, page 8A

RENDERING COURTESY OF 
METZ GRISSIM METZ ANDRIESE ASSOCIATES

The proposed site plan includes a recreation pool, 
separate competition pool, lazy river, expanded tot 
pool and a splash deck pathway leading into the 
pool house.
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For longtime sailor, 
retired U.S. Marine and 
National Fleet Services 
founder and CEO Tim 
LaRiviere, life is about 
momentum — staying in 
motion, setting a course 
and pushing forward. 
From scrubbing boats at 
Crescent Sail Yacht Club 
to cultivating champion-
ship crews aboard inter-
n a t i o n a l l y  c r a f t e d 
sailboats, LaRiviere’s 
journey has been noth-
ing short of inspira-
tional.

“There’s no better time 
than going through the 
fi nish line,” the City of 
Grosse Pointe resident 
said. “I actually grew up 
in Harper Woods. I 
started in the working 
world at the age of 22, 
bought my fi rst Firestone 
store and also, at the 
same time, I ended up 
buying the boat that I 
scrubbed — and then the 
sailing career took off 
from there.”

LaRiviere has been 
racing nearly 50 years 
and spent time serving 
the country in the U.S. 
Marine Corps, to which 

he credits his leadership 
skills.

“I spent a brief time in 
the Marine Corps, which 
was a wonderful experi-
ence for me,” he said. “I 
wouldn’t be the person I 
am without having been 
in the Marine Corps.”

His reason for joining 
the military was clear 
and essential to his 
higher education. 

“I remember in high 
school thinking I really 
didn’t have any avenue 

to pay for college, so I 
thought I would just go 
into the Marine Corps,” 
LaRiviere said. “Then I 
bought my fi rst Firestone 
store when I was 22, and 
I’ve been in automotive 
ever since.”

LaRiviere has grown 
National Fleet Services 
into a national leader. 

“We started National 
Fleet in 1995,” he said. 
“We had a partner from 
Australia who brought 
his product to us and it 
was my job to get that 
product into Ford. Now 
we’re the largest Ford 
upfi tter in the country.”

While building his 
business career, sailing 
remained a constant pas-
sion at the forefront of 
his life. 

“The whole time (I 
was) spending as much 
time on the water as I 
could and racing consis-
tently for almost 50 
years,” LaRiviere said.

He served as commo-
dore of the Detroit Yacht 
Club in 1989, and 

Bayview Yacht Club in 
2008. Bayview, however, 
holds a special place in 
his heart. 

“Bayview, everything 
that she stands for, is our 
home,” he said. “It’s a 
club that is enriched with 
one mission: sailing.”

This year, LaRiviere’s 
crew won their class in 
the Port Huron to 
Mackinac Race and 
placed second in the 
Chicago to Mackinac 
Race, both aboard a 
brand new Italia 14.98. 
Their preparation for the 
season began long before 
race day, from scrubbing 
boats to planning to 
assembling the best 
crew.

“We had the best boat, 
the best a and the best 
sails, which is a winning 
combination,” LaRiviere 
said.

Even with the right 
gear, the key to success 
is the right people and 
being able to trust those 
who are aboard the boat.

“You can have the best 

owner and the best boat 
in the fleet and if you 
don’t have the right crew, 
you won’t win.” LaRiviere 
said.

His sailing life is fi lled 
with standout moments, 
including a dominant 
performance two years 
prior. 

“In the Chicago race, 
we were the fi rst boat to 
finish by almost nine 
hours,” he said. “We won 
fi rst overall, fi rst to fi nish 
and first in class, all 
three.”

Though he’s proud of 
his results, his fondest 
memories are rooted in 
family being on the 
island every year. 

His ties to the sailing 
world don’t stop at the 
f inish l ine e i ther . 
LaRiviere also is a pas-
sionate supporter of 
charitable causes like St. 
Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital and race spon-
sorships. 

Even with all he’s 

accomplished, LaRiviere 
isn’t ready to step away. 

“I am planning to race 
again next season,” he 
said. “With a little more 
discipline in my life and 
getting my body back in 
shape, I’ll continue to do 
this until I’m not breath-
ing.” 

Next up? A brand-new 
challenge: the Newport 
to Bermuda Race, which 
will be the fi rst time he’s 
sailed the course, so it 
will check off the next 
item on his racing bucket 
list. 

Despite the time, effort 
and logistics it takes to 
compete at this level, 
LaRiviere wouldn’t have 
it any other way. It’s 
clear from everything 
he’s built, on and off the 
water, that sailing is not 
just a sport. It’s a way of 
life.

“Preparation builds 
confidence,” he said. 
“And confi dence makes 
the race fun.”

By Meg Kelly 
Editorial Intern

Marine veteran, champion sailor, 
steward of Detroit’s sailing legacy

COURTESY PHOTOS

Above, Tim LaRiviere and his crew after placing first in the Mackinac race in 
Class B. Right, LaRiviere, left, after winning the Mackinac race this year.

LaRiviere and his crew racing.

missed winning by one 
point, but qualifi ed for 
$2,000 worth of Festool 
products.

“When this (competi-
tion) was conceptual-
ized, the top thing we 
were hoping for was the 
father-son component,” 
Hawasli said. “To watch 
this team was inspiring 
and exciting.”

In third was Mike 
Moran, a self-taught 
w o o d w o r k e r  f r o m 

Clarkston with 45 years 
of experience. He goes 
by  the  name Dr . 
Peppermill and won 
$1,000 worth of Festool 
products.

“He is a professional 
peppermil l  maker,” 
Hawasli said.

“This was a really 
t o u g h  d e c i s i o n , ” 
Sedgeley said. “Every 
team’s done a wonder-
ful job. They’re making 
it happen.”

“We hope to do this 
every year,” Hawasli 
said. “It’s been inspiring 
for me. It turned out a 

lot better than I antici-
pated.”

Woodworking isn’t as 
far out of reach of the 
average person as the 
average person may 
think.

“The trick is learning 
from your mistakes,” 
compet i tor  Jeremy 
Payton said.

He was partnered 
with David Kien, of 
Rahm and Kien Building 
in Detroit.

“I’ve got 40 years in it 
and am still learning,” 
Kien said.

“It’s the school of 

hard knocks,” Payton 
said. “The only way to 
get better at it is to mess 
up and, hopefully, next 
time you don’t mess 
up.”

“Anybody can do it,” 
Sedgeley said. “I teach 
people that it’s a jour-
ney. You don’t have to 
start with expensive 
stuff. You’ll work into 
expensive stuff, but you 
can start with more tra-
ditional joinery and 
learn. I suggest taking a 
class. Nowadays, those 
classes are online. On 
YouTube, they’re free.”

WIN:
Continued from page 2A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— When the Blue Devils 
football team launches its 
home season 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Aug. 28, with a 
presumptive thrashing of 
Renaissance High, the 
Grosse Pointe South 
Dance Team will have the 
blue and golds’ backs by 
revving the crowd from 
the sideline.

Dancers raised funds 
for their squad by volun-
teering as targets in the 
dunk tank during last 
Saturday’s third and fi nal 
Kercheval After 6 street 
fair of summer in Grosse 
Pointe Park.

“I like creating a fun 
atmosphere at football 
games and the pep 
assembly and having a 
fun team to dance with,” 
said captain Natalie 
Vassel, class of ’26, 
shown submerging with 
a splash.

“As a com-
munity, the 
dance team at 
South brings 
us a lot of joy,” 
said another 
c a p t a i n , 
A u d r e y 
McLean, class 
of ’27.

“It gets the 
crowd going,” 
said Emma 
Padden, class 
of ’26, captain. 
“It’s another 
way to hype 
up the crowd.”

It requires 
hours of prac-
tice for the 

15-member team to per-
form in unison such 
moves as triple pirou-
ettes, aerials, kip-ups and 
head springs.

“Working together as a 
team helps us be our best 
versions for the crowd,” 
McLean said. “They feed 
off that energy back and 
forth.”

It has become tradition 
during Kercheval After 
6s that the dunk tank be 
a fundraiser.

“There’s nothing better 
than seeing the commu-
nity come together and 
share an experience as 
incredible as this,” Mayor 
Michele Hodges said of 
the fairs. “I’m proud to 
have it here in Grosse 
Pointe Park and I know 
the community is wel-
come.”

—Brad Lindberg

Dunked for a cause

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG
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City of Grosse Pointe

Outside the lines
Swerving between 

lanes at Mack and Rivard 
clued in officers to a 
45-year-old Madison 
H e i g h t s  w o m a n ’ s 
drunken driving esca-
pade at 11:45 p.m. Friday, 
Aug. 22.

During her arrest, she 
also assaulted an offi cer.

Reputation 
proceeds

A 67-year-old Detroit 
man was caught on video 
stealing a Trek mountain 
bike from the 900 block 
of St. Clair at 11:50 a.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 24.

As the man is well 
known to the depart-
ment, he was identifi ed, 
located and arrested 
hours later.

No good deed
A nurse at a local hos-

pital was struck across 
the face, knocking off his 
glasses, as he tried to 
help an irate patient get 
up at 4:45 p.m. Sunday, 
Aug. 24.

The 45-year-old Detroit 
woman was reported for 
assault. 

— Laurel Kraus

Report information 
about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Drinking 
& walking

After being spotted 
d r i n k i n g  f r o m  a 
Budweiser can while 
walking along a Mack 
sidewalk at 9:03 a.m. 
Wednesday, Aug. 20, a 
38-year-old Detroit man 
was arrested for disor-
derly conduct, obstruct-
ing police and having 
narcotic paraphernalia in 
his pocket. 

Private park
After disregarding the 

Pier Park gate guard for 
the residents-only park at 
11:41 a.m. Wednesday, 
Aug. 20, a 30-year-old 
Flint woman failed fi eld 
sobriety tests and was 
found to be intoxicated, 
for which she was 

arrested.  

Porch pirate
An Amazon package 

containing $45 worth of 
children’s wrapping 
paper and miscellaneous 
school supplies was sto-
len from a porch in the 
100 block of Mapleton 
between noon and 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Aug. 20.

Lights out
A 28-year-old St. Clair 

Shores woman was 
arrested for driving intox-
icated after crashing into 
a l ight pole near 
Charlevoix and Stephens 
and causing it to fall par-
tially into the road at 10:25 
p.m. Friday, Aug. 22. 

In a hurry
When she was pulled 

over at Mack and Moross 
for an expired license 
plate at 8:35 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 23, a 
37-year-old Detroit 
woman was trying to get 
her daughter, who was in 

active labor, to Henry 
Ford St. John Hospital.

The woman was cited 
for not having a license 
and the expired plate.

An offi cer gave the fam-
ily a courtesy ride to the 
hospital. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, (313) 
885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Park

A backpack, reported 
stolen from an unlocked 
vehicle parked in the 
1200 block of Nottingham, 
was found about two 
blocks away near the 
intersection of Kercheval 
and Lakepointe shortly 
before 8 a.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 23, according to 
police.

“Nothing was missing 
from it,” police said.

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about this and other 
crime to the Grosse Pointe 
Park Public Safety 

Department, (313) 822-
7400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Nothing to report per 
dispatch.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about this and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Shores Public Safety, 
(313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Bad vision
A 36-year-old Detroit 

man is charged with fi rst-
degree retail fraud after 
stealing a pair of glasses 
worth $1,100 from a store 
in the 19300 block of 
Mack around 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Aug. 20.

He was caught by offi -
cers running through the 
alley behind the business.

Smoking is bad
An unknown male 

stole a carton of ciga-

rettes worth $123 from 
a gas station in the 
20700 block of Mack 
around 2 p.m. Friday, 
Aug. 22.

Landscaper’s 
loss

A backpack blower, 
hedge trimmer and pole 
pruner worth a com-
bined $2,400 were sto-
len from a landscaping 
truck in the 1700 block 
of Prestwick around 
3:25 p.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 23.

Larceny
Infotainment systems 

were stolen from Dodge 
Ram trucks in the 1900 
block of Allard and the 
1800 block of Prestwich 
overnight into Sunday, 
Aug. 24. The report did 
not indicate if either 
vehicle was unlocked.

—Ted O’Neil 
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

all the requirements.”
In her role overseeing 

the building department, 
Smith registers contrac-
tors; issues building, elec-
tr ical ,  mechanical , 
plumbing, roofing and 
fence permits; reviews 
fence and building permit 
applications for code 
compliance; arranges for 
plan reviews and sched-
ules electrical, mechani-
cal  and plumbing 
inspections.

CLERK:
Continued from page 2A

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— A lawsuit about storm 
and sewer water backing 
up into basements is no 
longer stalled in court.

A ruling by the 
Michigan Court of 
Appeals last week 
reversed a lower court’s 
dismissal of the action, 
representing mid-course 
affirmation for around 
3,000 households suffer-
ing water damage during 
a big thunderstorm dur-
ing the summer of 2021.

“I feel, based on doing 
these for over 25 years, 
we will be able to obtain 
compensation for the res-
idents,” said David 
Dubin, attorney for the 
plaintiffs. “This is a begin-
ning step. There’s still a 
lot of work that has to 
occur before we get to 
that point, but I feel very 
positive as a result of this 
opinion.”

Dubin said his discov-
ery process, legalese for 
research, revealed the 
region’s main electrical 
utility and at least one of 
its subcontractors crip-
pled a critical pump sta-
tion on Detroit’s east side 
prior to the storm. 
Damage consisted of a 
severed unmarked power 
cable that forced the sta-
tion to fend for the area at 
partial capacity.

“One of the contractors 
cut the cable three days 
in advance,” Dubin said. 
“That contractor was 
under DTE Energy’s 

supervision and con-
tract.”

“We are going to 
decline comment,” a DTE 
Energy spokeswoman 
said.

Dubin said operational 
records from the pump 
station — the Freud 
Sanitary facility south of 
Jefferson Avenue at 
Connor — indicate Great 
Lakes Water Authority 
employees reached out to 
DTE about the power 
interruption.

Freud has eight storm-
water pumps capable of 
moving a combined 290 
million gallons of water 
per day. The rate equals 
emptying 439 Olympic-
sized swimming pools 
every 24 hours.

GLWA manages Freud 
station as part of a multi-
county network of water 
and sewer infrastructure. 
The authority operates 
storm pumps and is con-
tracted to provide waste-
water services for the 
Grosse Pointes and 74 
other communities in 
southeast Michigan.

“It appears that in the 
effort to repair the line, a 
defective wire was used,” 
Dubin said. “That delayed 
the process even further 
so when the storm hit 
June 25, 2021, over half 
of that pump station’s 
pumps weren’t able to 
operate.”

GLWA has since outfi t-
ted Freud with a triple-
redundant power supply.

Dubin filed his class-
action suit against DTE 
Energy, Miller Pipeline, 
Utility Resource Group 

and TMCA.
The appeals court deci-

sion reversed a trial 
court’s refusal to let the 
plaintiffs add DTE as a 
defendant.

“The trial court con-
cluded DTE owed no duty 
to plaintiffs when the 
unforeseeable event was 
the cause of the damage,” 
according to the appel-
late court’s decision 
Thursday, Aug. 21.

By “event” and “unfore-
seeable,” the court 
referred to defendants 
blaming fl ood damage on 
a 1,000-year storm — a 
storm with only a 0.1 per-
cent statistical chance of 
happening in the area 
during any given year. 
Such a rarity represented 
an act of God that even a 
fully operational pump 
station couldn’t be 
expected to handle, 
according to the defen-
dants.

“It is not unforeseeable 
as a matter of law that 
failing to mark under-
ground utilities could 
result in the damages that 
plaintiffs allege here,” 
according to the appel-
late court’s reversal. 
“There is no evidence 
that there was undue 
delay or that plaintiffs 
acted in bad faith by not 
fi rst naming DTE Electric 
as a defendant.”

“I’m very optimistic 
that, fi nally, the rule of 
law is being respected,” 
Dubin said.

Infrastructure
Dubin rejected the 

defendants’ act of God 

argument as an excuse 
for not building adequate 
storm water and sewage 
infrastructure.

“Infrastructure is the 
forgotten stepchild that is 
ignored except when it 
fails miserably,” Dubin 
said. “These problems 
should have been 
addressed many years in 
advance. We shouldn’t be 
here. I wouldn’t have a 
job if people had done 
their jobs correctly.”

Grosse Pointe Park 
offi cials reacted to wide-
spread fl ooding in their 
city by investing millions 
of dollars clearing sewer 
lines of silt and debris, 
installing new pipes and 
a storm relief valve.

“In the last three years, 
we’ve spent roughly $6 
million in flood mitiga-
t ion  a lone , ”  sa id 
Councilman Max Weiner, 
chairman of the infra-
structure committee, dur-
ing a water-sewer rate 
hearing Aug. 25.

By a 6-1 vote, the coun-
cil increased rates 23 per-
cent to fund, in large part, 
a newly drawn, multi-
year water-sewer capital 
improvement plan.

“The thing that brought 
this to the fore was 
roughly $80 million in 

damage we had from the 
2021 fl ood,” Wiener said. 
“Of that $6 million, $3 
million went to the 
extreme emergency relief 
valve. We have about $1.3 
million (for) sewer sepa-
ration. We spent about 
$1.7 million scoping and 
cleaning sewers. A lot of 
work’s been done.”

“Ignoring it, as many 
have done over the last 
few decades, is not going 
to solve our problems,” 
Dubin said. “Blaming it 
on climate change and 
acts of God is just an 
excuse for not doing 
what’s right.”

Companion suit
In a separate but related 

action, attorney Paul 
Doherty, representing 
thousands of victims of 
the same storm, is waiting 
for the Court of Appeals to 
reverse his case’s dis-
missal from Wayne 
County Circuit Court.

His appeal contends 

defective design and 
improper operation of the 
storm water and sewer 
system caused thousands 
of basements in the 
Pointes, Detroit’s east side 
and elsewhere to flood 
with backed-up runoff 
and sewage.

Defendants consist of 
the Great Lakes Water 
Authority, the Detroit 
Water and Sewerage 
Department, the city of 
Detroit and Grosse Pointe 
Park.

Doherty was unavail-
able to comment.

“We have been working 
together through the pro-
cess,” Dubin said. 
“They’re hasn’t been 
much work because the 
trial court prevented us 
from taking discovery. 
We worked together on 
the appeal and the 
response to all the munic-
ipalities’ motions. I’m not 
sure as we move forward 
if we will solidify the rela-
tionship any more.”

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Tide turning in flood suit
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GROSSE POINTE 7-DAY
WEATHER FORECAST

730

510

Chance
Rain

 60%
SUNRISE 
6:52 am
SUNSET
8:14 pm

730

510

Partly
Cloudy

 0%
SUNRISE 
6:53 am
SUNSET
8:12 pm

740

540

Partly
Cloudy

 0%
SUNRISE 
6:54 am
SUNSET
8:10 pm

760

550

Partly
Cloudy

 0%
SUNRISE 
6:56 am
SUNSET
8:06 pm

780

560

Cloudy

 0%
SUNRISE 
6:57 am
SUNSET
8:05 pm

690

640

Cloudy

 10%
SUNRISE 
6:58 am
SUNSET
8:03 pm

810

570

Cloudy

 10%
SUNRISE 
6:59 am
SUNSET
8:02 pm

THU  FRI  SAT SUN  MON  TUE  WED

August 28 –
September 3

Weather data courtesy of Channel 4, WDIV Detroit • ClickOnDetroit.com

LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes letters to the editor. All 
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the windmill

pointe park pool

closes after labor day,

just one more sign

that summer is

officially ending.

APPLE ORCHARDS,

FOOTBALL, TAILGATING,

HOMECOMING DANCE,

HAUNTED GARAGE 

AND HALLOWEEN AT 

THE TAIL END!

well i’m

ready for

fall!
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ILLUSTRATION BY KEN SCHOPW
ith summer winding down, we 
hope you got to enjoy plenty of fun 
times with family and friends over 
the past few months at your re-
spective city’s lakefront park. Or in 
the case of Grosse Pointe Park, two 

parks. Maybe it should be called Grosse Pointe Parks?
Each of the Pointes, along with their foundations 

and private donors, do a lot to upgrade, maintain and 
beautify those parks and for that we all are grateful. 
Here is a look at some recent projects and others that 
are in the works, as well as other offerings.

Grosse Pointe Woods: Last year saw a new pool 
liner installed, the two water slides refurbished and a 
splash pad unveiled at Lake Front Park. It also includes 
tennis and pickleball courts, mini golf, shuffl eboard 
and bocce ball, plus picnic tables, barbecue grills and 
a walking/exercise path.

The activities building offers basketball, racquetball, 
air hockey, pingpong and billiards. 

Inland, Ghesquiere Park has seen about $675,000 in 
improvements, including a walking path, family rest-
room and upgrades to the baseball fi elds as the Woods-
Shores Little League hosted the state 11U tournament 
last month.

The Grosse Pointe Woods Foundation, along with 
edmund t. AHEE Jewelers, the Rotary Club of Grosse 
Pointe and Saucy’s Pizza, donated money to build a 
disc golf course there as well.

Chene-Trombley Park received a facelift and the city 
built a dog park south of the front lawn at city hall for 
residents who did not want to load their four-legged 
friends in the car and drive to the dog park at Lake 
Front Park.

Grosse Pointe Farms: Fundraising by the Grosse 
Pointe Farms Foundation is in its second year to con-
struct a new pool complex (see story, page 3A). Plans 
call for a 25-meter pool for competitive swim with 
starting blocks, a separate leisure pool with three addi-
tional lanes for lap swim, a lazy river, a larger and 
relocated tot pool in the location of the current splash 
pad and the addition of an interactive fountain at the 
entrance to the bathhouse.

Kerby Field offers a great location for batting prac-
tice or pick-up soccer.

Grosse Pointe Shores: Just like its neighbor, the 
Grosse Pointe Shores Improvement Foundation also 
is raising money for a new pool complex at Osius Park, 
(see story page 8A). The impetus for the project is a 
gift of $1.2 million the city received in 2023 from the 
estate of a former resident. Carole Ann Williams 
passed away in May 2023 at age 84. She was a gradu-
ate of Grosse Pointe University School — now 
University Liggett School — and her father, Jack 
Williams, was Shores mayor from 1954 to 1964. 

The gift came with the stipulation the money be 
spent on improvements to Osius Park.

The finished project will include an eight-lane, 
8,000-square-foot pool with a lazy river and a zero-
entry children’s pool that includes elements similar to 
a splash pad and a new, two-story community center.

The foundation last year paid for a beach volleyball 
court at the park and upgrades to the bleachers at the 
baseball fi elds near Vernier Hill.

City of Grosse Pointe: The pool deck at Neff Park 
got a new concrete deck and the City of Grosse Pointe 
Foundation paid for a new kayak dock. Thanks to the 
generosity of Councilman David Fries, the clock tower 
there was fi xed and the park has new little red wagons 
for toting items — and kids — from the parking lot to 
the pool and back.

The tennis and pickleball courts at Elworthy Field 

Three cheers 
for our parks

are expected to get an upgrade if the Grosse 
Pointe Public School System bond passes in 
November.

Grosse Pointe Park: Both theaters in the Lavins 
Activity Center received upgrades this year. The 
Oluski Family Theatre got a new projector and, 
thanks to a $65,000 donation from Dr. A. Paul 
Schaap, new seats were installed in the Carol C. 
Schaap Theatre, named for his late wife.

A new playscape was installed at Windmill 
Pointe Park and the Grosse Pointe Park 
Foundation is considering converting the non-
working fountain there to a baby pool.

Over at Patterson Park, the playscape built by 
community volunteers three decades ago has 
been refurbished, the foundation is discussing 
pay to upgrade the boardwalk and the gazebo has 
seen some repairs.

There still is time to enjoy each of our respec-
tive parks, including the End of Summer Bash for 
Farms residents coming up Saturday or Doggie 
Day in the Shores, which allows dogs only in the 
pool 4 to 6 p.m. each year the day after Labor 
Day. The Woods is hosting its annual Community 
Bridge Walk at 9:30 a.m. Labor Day and Hob 
Nobbin’ with the Goblins Saturday, Oct. 11 at 
Lake Front Park

Be sure to check your city’s calendar for other 
possible fall events and thank your respective 
foundation for their hard work raising money 
and providing so much fun.

Why rezoning is 
the path forward
To the Editor:

As elected members of the Grosse Pointe 
Woods City Council, we have listened closely 
to the passionate voices on all sides of the 
rezoning debate. We understand the concerns 
of those who want to preserve the character of 
our city and we share the commitment to keep-
ing our community safe and vibrant.

However, we believe the proposed rezoning 
offers us a unique opportunity to turn a decay-
ing, underused property into a thriving space 
that benefits all residents. By rezoning to com-
mercial, we can attract businesses that serve 

our residents’ needs, boost property values 
and preserve the unique feel of our commu-
nity while adding more vibrant options for 
everyone.

Here are reasons to support commercial 
rezoning:

First, leaving the property as it is means 
allowing a dilapidated building to continue 
to deteriorate, lowering nearby property val-
ues and becoming a magnet for blight.

Second, a neglected property can pose 
safety risks and attract unwanted activity.

Third, keeping it as restricted office space 
limits the potential of our neighborhood and 
means missing out on new and improved 
amenities and opportunities.

Change can be challenging, but it can also 
be the key to a brighter future. Let us embrace 
this chance to revitalize a part of Mack 
Avenue while preserving the warmth and 
charm that makes our community special.

We encourage you to come to the city 
council meeting on Sept. 8, at 7 p.m. to voice 
your support for this rezoning.

Doing nothing fixes nothing. Leaving it as 
is will cost us dearly. Let us choose action 
with rezoning and take a real step toward 
building a better future for everyone.
ART BRYANT, ANGELA COLETTI BROWN 

AND TODD MCCONAGHY
Grosse Pointe Woods City Council members

Opposed to rezoning: A 
new resident’s perspective
To the Editor:

Preserving heritage and character of a 
community matters because they are a city’s 
identity. It gives us a sense of place. Once 
lost, this identity cannot be regained. The 
current rezoning proposals along Mack in 
the Woods deeply concern me.

My husband and I moved to the Woods 18 
months ago after three decades Downriver. 
We chose this community as a quieter, safer 
place to call home, drawn to the beautiful, 
tree-lined streets and variety of historic 
homes. After much searching, we found a 
wonderful home on Oxford Road, unaware 
of any planned changes along Mack Avenue.

I’d never attended a city council meeting. 
That changed when I found a flier on my 
door about a proposed commercial building 
nearby. Curious, I attended a council meet-
ing and was awed by the passionate group of 
residents dedicated to preserving the heri-
tage, safety and character of this community.

Change is inevitable, often necessary. But 
change for change’s sake is not progress. 
Change must be thoughtful and balanced. 
What I’ve begun to see along Mack Avenue 
does not reflect that balance.

The Pointes are renowned for some of the 
strongest concentrations of Colonial Revival 
homes in Michigan. This architectural heri-
tage is part of our city’s identity. It’s what 
makes our neighborhoods cohesive, charm-
ing. It is our “brand.”

Sadly, the newer buildings don’t reflect 
this tradition. Designed by the same archi-
tect, they’re industrial limestone, metal-fea-
tured: cheap, boring, common — perhaps 
suitable elsewhere, certainly not represent-
ing our community’s historic character. 
Instead of harmony, we’re headed for a 
hodgepodge of fad.

Rezoning decisions must be approached 
with great care. Businesses must reflect the 
quality, tradition, character and serenity of 
our community.

We must preserve what makes us unique 
and attractive to young and old alike. Our 
architectural character is worth protecting 
and future development must respect that 

See LETTERS, page 7A
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legacy. If anything, 20160 Mack deserves 
preservation, not demolition.

HELEN TAYLOR
Grosse Pointe Woods

Time to step down
To the Editor:

It is with deep concern that I write to 
address the growing issue of Colleen 
Worden’s leadership as president of the 
GP BoE. Her actions have made it abun-
dantly clear she is clearly incompetent 
and unfi t for the role and should resign 
— not only as president, but as a trustee. 

The latest controversy surrounding 
President Worden began with her mis-
handling of the superintendent’s evalu-
ation. In doing so, it appears she has led 
the board into committing a violation of 
the Open Meetings Act. Instead of taking 
responsibility for the mistake, she 
defl ected blame onto others during the 
meeting and, shockingly, doubled down 
afterward by posting misleading infor-
mation online. Mrs. Worden seems to be 
deliberately misusing data to support 

her narrative. By selectively editing and 
misrepresenting emails and calendar 
invites, she made it appear as though 
Superintendent Dr. Andrea Tuttle had 
acted inappropriately. This is a distortion 
of the truth and an unfair attack on the 
superintendent, who was unable to 
defend herself in the closed forum where 
Worden posted this misleading informa-
tion. 

Even more troubling is Mrs. Worden’s 
own admission she has not spoken to the 
superintendent in over six weeks. How 
can anyone expect a board president to 
effectively lead and represent the inter-
ests of the district when she refuses to 
engage with the very person responsible 
for its day-to-day operations? 

The administration has delivered real 
progress during the last year and 
throughout the summer. The common 
denominator for foul-ups has been Mrs. 
Worden. Colleen’s personal grievances 
and poor decision-making have no place 
in a position of such responsibility. For 
the good of the district, it is time for her 
to step down and make room for leader-
ship that can work collaboratively with 
the administration and put GPPSS stu-
dents fi rst.

CHERYL DENMAN 
Grosse Pointe Park

LETTERS:
Continued from page 6A

S
ome people 
collect post-
cards or sou-
venirs from 
their summer 
vacations in 

northern Michigan, often 
featuring gorgeous water-
color paintings of the lake. 
Usually, I follow that pat-
tern as well, but this year I 
collected something else: 
45 seconds of free fall over 
Charlevoix.

I’ve always been a thrill-
seeker; from the biggest 
rollercoasters at age 6 to 
putting all the usual to-
do’s on my bucket list. I 
had been thinking about 
skydiving for months after 
I turned 18, but it wasn’t 
an activity I would go out 
of my way to pursue. 
Every time I drove past lit-
tle airports and saw videos 
randomly on my TikTok 
“For You” page, I was 
tempted but would even-
tually forget about it. 
Finally, as I traveled up 
north, I signed up with my 
boyfriend, strapped into a 
harness and climbed into 
a tiny plane.

At 10,000 feet, with a 
mass of clouds below me, 
the door slid open. My 
toes dangled out into noth-
ing as the wind whipped 
my skin and my heart beat 
into my throat. Every 
instinct told me not to do 
it as I gripped the bottom 
of the tiny plane for my 
life. But then I jumped.

The first few seconds 
were chaos — the wind 
rushing, the ground so far 
away it didn’t feel real. 

And then something 
shifted. The fear gave way 
to freedom. For a few 
moments, it felt like I was 
fl ying.

But the scariest leaps in 
life don’t always involve 
parachutes.

I started college in 
chemistry, convinced it 
was the practical path. But 
I wasn’t excited and I 
knew deep down it wasn’t 
what I wanted to do for-
ever. My grandpa always 
told me to follow what you 
love. It echoed in my head 
the day I decided to switch 
to journalism. It was ter-
rifying to admit I didn’t 
have everything figured 
out, but it was also freeing. 
That leap landed me in a 
fi eld where I get to write 
— to tell stories and con-
nect with people in ways 
that matter — and has 
given way to a mass of 
opportunities for which I 
am forever grateful.

Another leap has been 
reaching out for inter-
views and asking for 
advice from those in a 
similar profession to what 
I aim for. At fi rst, sending 
those emails made me 
nervous. Would they 
answer? Would they take 
me seriously? But each 
yes opened a new door. 
Each conversation taught 
me something I wouldn’t 
have learned if I hadn’t 
taken the risk to ask.

Not all leaps have been 
professional. Some have 
been personal and small, 
like baking. I’ve had my 
share of bread disasters, 
croissants that barely rose 
and cookies that burned 
on the bottom. But I’ve 
also had surprising suc-
cesses that fi ll me and oth-
ers with joy. Each try, 

even the messy ones, 
reminded me that trying 
something new is worth it, 
no matter the outcome.

Internships have felt 
like leaps, too. This sum-
mer, working at the 
Grosse Pointe News has 
been its own kind of leap. 
I came in with my nerves 
on level 1 million, not 
knowing what stories I’d 
get to tell, not sure if I was 
ready for the pace of a 
newsroom so young. 
However, the staff here 
believed in me whole-
heartedly and every 
assignment, from cover-
ing local sports to writing 
feature profi les, gave me a 
chance to grow, to listen 
and to learn from the peo-
ple I met. I’ve collected 
stories this summer the 
way others might collect 
souvenirs, each one 
reminding me why I chose 
this path.

When the parachute 
opened over Charlevoix, 
everything slowed. The 
water sparkled, the shore-
line curved into view and I 
felt weightless. I realized I 
would have missed all of it 
if I had stayed in the plane.

Life works the same 
way. The leap is always 
scary. But it’s also the only 
way to find out where 
you’ll land. And looking 
back on this summer, I’m 
grateful for every leap, big 
and small, that brought 
me here. Therefore, I say 
as my parting words: 
TAKE THE LEAP. 

Do what you’ve always 
wanted to, try that new 
adventure you’ve been 
worried about trying, 
apply for the job and soak 
up all of the knowledge 
you get while you’re 
there.

Take the leap
I  S AY  By Meg Kelly
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ation pool or making 
room for a splash pad to 
be added back into the 
designs. 

“The lazy river appears 
to be more of a novelty to 
me and something that’s 
kind of bright and shiny, 
but what’s the long-term 
viability of it?” one resi-
dent asked. “And what’s 
the expense to run it?” 

The majority of attend-
ees were equally unim-
pressed  wi th  the 
proposal’s answer to 
removing the splash pad 
from the aquatic area. 
They said the pathway 
with water features is 
essentially an aesthetic 

entranceway to the bath-
house and lacks practical 
use.

“When you start to 
think about the actual 
user flow of these chil-
dren, the water feature, 
that looks more pretty to 
me than anything else,” 
another resident said. “It 
doesn’t seem extremely 
functional. It seems like a 
nice little moment to walk 
into the pool.”

Parents and grandpar-
ents of small children in 
particular pleaded for the 
continuation of a splash 
pad adjoining the tot pool 
— allowing them to bring 
children still too young 
for the park’s smallest 
pool, while dually moni-
toring siblings of differ-
ent ages in different areas 

at one time — though the 
city said recorded use of 
the current splash pad 
has been down. 

“It’s not always conve-
nient if you’ve got one in 
the big pool, one in the 
little pool and then the 
splash pad’s outside,” one 
mom said. 

What residents do 
appreciate are the 
expanded tot pool and 
the addition of the com-
petition pool, which not 
only supports swim team 
culture in the Farms, but 
enables other residents to 
continue enjoying the 
recreational pool during 
team practices and meets. 

“Currently the swim 
lanes are longer than reg-
ulation, so we have to 
actually subtract times 

from meet times when we 
have our swim meets,” 
Reeside noted of the 
planned improvement. 

City administration 
estimates the current pro-
posed plans will ring up 
at $10 million to $12 mil-
lion. 

“On a positive note, we 
have just paid off the 
community building 
(and) we made our last 
payment on the harbor 
expansion that was done 
over 20 years ago,” 
Reeside noted, “so basi-
cally we’ll be most likely 
trading old debt to new 
debt.”

An approximately 
eight-month construction 
timeline, which poten-
tially could begin in 
March 2026, would have 
the pool area of Pier Park 
out of commission for the 
entirety of next year.

Preliminary remedia-
tion plans would see resi-
dents divided among the 
aquatic facilities at neigh-
boring Pointes’ parks. 

A plan also is in place 
for Pier Park lifeguards to 

temporarily join the staff 
at neighboring commu-
nity pools next season. 

The other city manag-
ers and mayors seem 
amendable to the collabo-
ration, Reeside reported.  

“The Shores will likely 
be redoing their pool in a 
couple years and will 
probably want some 
reciprocal favors there,” 
he added. “As far as the 
swim team, Chris Galatis 
(parks director) and I met 
with school administra-
tion about a week and a 
half ago and received 
commitment that they 
would work with us for 

the use of the natatorium 
at Grosse Pointe South 
High School.”

The parks and harbor 
committee now will 
incorporate the public 
feedback into the plans 
before they are offi cially 
presented to city council. 

“We are listening,” 
Councilman and Parks 
and Harbor Committee 
Chairman John Gillooly 
assured at tendees . 
“We’re going to take this 
information back, we’re 
going to share it with the 
pool committee and we’ll 
proceed. Again, this is not 
the fi nal end.”

SPLASH:
Continued from page 3A
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A mockup of the currently proposed plans for the pool deck. 

The splash deck pathway would replace the splash 
pad currently inside the aquatic area.

GROSSE POINTE 
SHORES — City council 
received an update about 
next steps for a new pool 
at Osius Park during its 
meeting Tuesday, Aug. 
19.

“It will take 32 weeks 
to complete the engineer-
ing and architectural 
plans,” City Manager 
Steve Poloni said. “Then 
we’ll have to put it out for 
bids.”

A new pool and com-
munity center could cost 
close to $11 million, 
according to initial plans 
discussed late last year.

The impetus for the 
project is a gift of $1.2 
million the city received 
in 2023 from the estate of 
a former resident. Carole 
Ann Williams passed 
away in May 2023 at age 
84. She was a graduate of 
Grosse Pointe University 
School — now University 
Liggett School — and her 
father, Jack Williams, 
was Shores mayor from 
1954 to 1964. 

The gift came with the 
stipulation the money be 
spent on improvements 
to Osius Park. The cur-
rent pool is 60 years old. 
A review of the pool 25 
years ago said it needed 
to be replaced.

Poloni said Williams’ 
gift is invested and the 
interest will be used to 
pay for the next phase.

“We’ve got just shy of 
$2 million with some 
other donations,” Poloni 
added. “We’ve also got 
commitments from some 

people but no exact dol-
lar amounts yet.”

The Grosse Pointe 
Shores Improvement 
Foundation is leading the 
fundraising efforts.

Preliminary plans dis-
cussed last year had fi ve 
objectives:

◆ accommodate lei-
sure and competitive 
activities,

◆ have a modern com-
munity center with a fl ex-
ible layout,

◆ improve safety and 
accessibility in and 
around the pool, 

◆ optimize staff func-
tionality and safety and 

◆ administer funds 
with a value-driven focus. 

The finished project 
will include an eight-
lane, 8,000-square-foot 
pool with a lazy river and 
a zero-entry children’s 
pool that includes ele-
ments similar to a splash 
pad. A new, two-story 
community center would 
include offices, equip-
ment storage, restrooms, 
showers and a conces-
sion stand on the lower 
level, with a second fl oor 
that can seat 96 people 
and be reserved for 
events. 

Poloni said the second 
floor would include a 
food warming area, 
refrigerator and freezer, 
but no stove. 

A breakdown of the 
cost shows $1.3 million 
for demolition, $3.4 mil-
lion for the pool and $5.2 
million for the commu-
nity center for a total of 
almost $10 million. A 10 

Shores 
moving ahead 
with pool plans
By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

See PLANS, page 9A

Lakeshore fire
Public safety offi cers from Grosse Pointe Shores, Farms and Woods responded to a house fi re in the 900 
block of Lakeshore around 3 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 24.
Shores Public Safety Director Ken Werenski said the homeowner was using some type of heat source to 
get rid of a hornet’s nest and a portion of the soffi t caught fi re.
“There was some fire behind one of the walls but it was a quick save,” Werenski said. “It easily could have 
gotten out of control if he hadn’t called us when he did.”

COURTESY PHOTO

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — The City’s 
ability to secure the $21.6 
million sewer separation 
grant it already was all 
but guaranteed, is look-
ing up after more recent 
changes to the eligibility 
criteria, turning the situa-
tion back in its favor. 

The city has been 
engaged in what is essen-
tially a gentleman’s 
agreement with the 
Federal  Emergency 
Management Agency 
implying it would be 
approved for the funds 
once it got to the con-
struction stage of the 
project.

“You have to go 
through phase one and 
then once you’re done 

with phase one, you get 
your design drawings,” 
Ci ty  Manager Joe 
Valentine explained pre-
viously. “Your design 
drawings then have to go 
back and be reviewed 
through FEMA and then 
you’re authorized to pro-
ceed with phase two 
(construction), so it’s just 
the structure of how the 
process works. 

“They can obviously do 
whatever they want to do 
… but the intent and our 
understanding of the pro-
gram is once you’re 
started in the program, 
things will proceed.” 

The City entered a 
legally-binding contract 
with FEMA for phase one 
design engineering in 
May, but in early July 
received word that 
changes to the eligibility 

criteria for the program 
could put its approval for 
phase two, and the $21.6 
million, at risk. 

To be considered a 
fundable project under 
F E M A ’ s  H a z a r d 
Mitigation Grant pro-
gram, the benefit cost 
analysis must reach a 
minimum threshold 
score of one. 

Though the stormwa-
ter project initially scored 
well above at 1.67, July’s 
changes eliminated the 
social impact criteria, 
which held a high score 
in Grosse Pointe due to 
the project’s intention to 
alleviate basement and 
street fl ooding. 

This sunk the city’s 
benefit cost analysis 
score to 0.67 — below the 
fundable level. 

While city administra-

tors enlisted the help of 
the city’s representatives 
in Washington and 
waited to hear whether 
the project could be 
grandfathered in under 
the prior criteria, news 
came this month of more 
changes which should 
turn the tide. 

On the social impact 
front, the component was 
added back into the eligi-
bility criteria, just at a 
lesser amount than it ini-
tially was. 

“More importantly, I 
think, is this change in 
the cost allocation for 
impact to properties and 
the cost per square foot 
that we’re allowed to use, 
which initially was $100 
a square foot, which was 
the FEMA standard,” 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

City’s $21.6 million FEMA grant likely back on track

See FEMA, page 9A



A lemonade stand took 
place Aug. 25, in the 1800 
block of Hollywood in 
Grosse Pointe Woods, 
bringing something no 
other lemonade stand in 
Grosse Pointe has had 
before: goats. The silky 
fainter/nubian/lamancha 
goats came for a two-
hour visit from the Gillis 

farm in Ira Township. 
Erin Gillis lived in the 

Woods and graduated 
from Grosse Pointe North 
High School. She and her 
husband now live on 10 
acres and have a hobby 
farm that includes 13 
goats, four pigs, one 
sheep, a couple ducks, 
lots of chickens, a turkey, 

two cats and seven dogs. 
Gillis and her three 

daughters held a lemon-
ade stand at her mother’s 
house where she grew 
up. They sold out of lem-
onade, though many curi-
ous guests stopped by to 
see the goats. 

Some drove by and did 
a double-take and chil-
dren riding by on their 
bikes stopped to see the 
goats as well.
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percent contingency 
adds another $1 million. 

A one-story community 
center would cut around 
$2.6 million from the 
cost, but the layout of the 
new pool would not allow 
for keeping the current 
clubhouse. 

The timeline for the 
project, when it starts, 
would include demolition 
in the fall, construction of 
the pool the following 
spring and construction 
of the community center 
that fall.

Continued from page 8A

PLANS:

Valentine explained. “We 
now have the ability to 
modify that to our local 
area, which increases 
that amount pretty signif-
icantly.” 

The city’s engineers 
still are working to com-
plete the new benefi t cost 
analysis, but Valentine is 
confi dent the score will 
exceed the minimum 
threshold.

“We’re very optimistic 

that that will resolve any 
issues we have,” he said. 
“Once we get the latest 
cost analysis back, we’ll 

see where we’re at, but in 
our latest conversations, 
we seem to be back on 
track.”

FEMA:
Continued from page 8A

Three Grosse Pointe Public 
School System teachers will be 
getting a combined $800 in gift 
cards to start off the new school 
year.

Andrea Bolton of Pierce Middle 
School will get $100 cards each to 
Savvy Chic, Small Favors, The 
Sugar Bar, Staples and Amazon.

Courtney Kilman from Defer 

and Ferry elementary schools 
and Molly Collins from Parcells 
Middle School will get $50 cards 
each to Savvy Chic, Small Favors 
and Amazon.

Teachers were asked to submit 
their name, school or grade, sub-
ject, why they love teaching in 
Grosse Pointe and what they 
most are looking forward to this 

year.
“We received a lot of entries 

and it was so nice to hear from 
our teachers from all around the 
district — some new, some sea-
soned veterans, but all clearly put 
their heart and soul into their 
teaching,” Publisher Anne 
Gryzenia said. “We wish every-
one a wonderful school year!”

Teacher gift card 
winners announced

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Welcome sign
Students may be dragging their feet as the new school year approaches, but the 
rock in front of Grosse Pointe South High School is ready to greet this year’s 
freshman class.

Lemonade and more Olive Spencer 
reaches out to pet 
Ken. Her favorite 
animal is a goat, so 
when her parents 
heard there were 
goats visiting 
down the street, 
they had to bring 
her by so she could 
see one in person. 
“I think she’s in 
awe,” said her 
mother, Taylor. 

PHOTOS BY 
RENEE LANDUYT

Chris Fenton 
stopped by to 
see the goats 
and have 
some lemon-
ade. “This is 
the best lem-
onade I’ve 
had today,” 
he said. 
Fenton was 
an adminis-
trator in the 
Grosse Pointe 
Public school 
system more 
than 37 years 
and served as 
interim super-
intendent for 
four months.

Erin Gillis and Grosse Pointe 
Woods Mayor Art Bryant pose 
with goats, Skipper and Ken.

From left, Nora Gillis, 
holding a branch for 
Skipper to munch on, 
Erin Gillis, Margaret 
Gillis and Reagan 
Gillis, holding on to 
Ken. When they fi rst 
got to Pat Gillis’s 
house, Erin put the 
goats in the pen behind 
them, but it took all of 
three seconds for the 
goats to escape. Erin 
caught them and put 
leashes on them so 
they wouldn’t wander 
off. This was their fi rst 
time on leashes and 
they were not fans.

YOU’RE THE APPLE OF OUR EYE!
TEACHER APPRECIATION
GIVEAWAY

WINNERS
Andrea 
Bolton

Pierce Middle 
School

$500 in gift 
cards winner

Courtney 
Kliman
Defer & Ferry 

elementary schools

$150 in gift 
cards winner 

Molly 
Collins

Parcells 
Middle School

$150 in gift 
cards winner
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GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — A decade 
since a portion of 
Cottage Hospital was 
transformed into an in-
dependent living facili-
ty, American House 
Grosse Pointe celebrat-
ed its 10th anniversary 
with a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony and evening 
celebration Thursday, 
Aug. 21.

“We have residents 
who have been born 
h e r e , ”  E x e c u t i v e 
Director Leslee Poegel 
said. “We have resi-
dents whose family 
members brought them 
into the world because 
they were doctors here. 
I have a resident who 
was a candy striper 
here.”

Thursday’s honor of 
cutting the 10-year 
anniversary ribbon was 
bestowed upon resident 
ambassador Audrey 

Leverance, who helps 
welcome new residents 
to the community and is 
rumored to have the 
model l iving space 
among all her neigh-
bors. 

“I can’t tell you how 
w o n d e r f u l  i t  i s , ” 
Leverance said of living 
at American House 
Grosse Pointe. “I was 
familiar with assisted 
l i v ing  in  F lor ida , 
because my second hus-
band died in assisted 
living and I had moved 
him around so many 
times. I would go in the 
m o r n i n g  a n d  h e 
wouldn’t be dressed. So 
when I moved in here, I 
was just so happy. 
Everyone is so nice and 
helpful. I can’t say 
enough about it.” 

When groundbreak-
ing on construction 
took place in December 
2013, the concept of co-
locating a senior hous-
ing facility alongside a 
medical facility was 

called not only a first, 
but an industry trend-
setter. 

“American House 
folks  decided that 
Grosse Pointe needed 
some more living oppor-
tunities for our seniors, 
so they developed this 
side of the hospital to 
84  apartments  for 
seniors,” said Christine 
Eugenio, community 
re la t ions  d i rec tor . 
“Each of the carve-outs 
of the apartments are 
unique and different 
because they used to be 
hospital rooms.”

Demand for the new 
housing option began 
flowing in as soon as 
t h e  v e n t u r e  w a s 
announced.

“It meets a need,” for-
mer  Farms Mayor 
James Farquhar said at 
the time. “It allows 
seniors to remain in the 
community.”

A m e r i c a n  H o u s e 
Grosse Pointe has been 
successful  in  part 
because of its location 
at the foot of The Hill, 
enabling residents to be 
within brief walking 
distance of shops and 
restaurants, such as 
Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe in 

particular, where sev-
eral are considered reg-
ulars. 

Independence also is 
key. Residents are free 
to drive, come and go as 
they please and there is 
no such thing as visiting 
hours.

“You could come visit 
Mom at midnight if 
she’s still up,” Eugenio 
said. 

Today ,  Amer ican 
House Grosse Pointe is 
nearly back to full 
capacity following the 
challenges brought by 
the pandemic. Senior 
leadership intends to 
keep the housing facil-
ity in the community 
another 10 years and 
beyond, Poegel said.

“We have the best of 
both worlds to have the 
lakefront straight ahead 
and to be the start of 
this whole Kercheval 
strip going down,” she 
continued. “The 10 
years shows that we’re 
a standard that’s going 
to be here. We are defi-
nitely not going any-
where, just like the 
building isn’t going 
anywhere. We’re only 
improving it and mak-
ing it last even longer.”

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

American House celebrates 10 years on The Hill

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

American House Grosse Pointe celebrated its 10th anniversary with a ribbon-cutting ceremony Aug. 21. 
Pictured from left are Emily Love, clinical specialist; Tonya Hill, regional sales director; Todd Gable, re-
gional vice president; Donna Joiner, housekeeper supervisor; Bill Joyce, culinary director; Kaitlyn Doran, 
life enrichment director; Audrey Leverenz, resident ambassador; Beth Konrad Wilberding, Farms mayor 
pro-tem; Leslee Poegel, executive director; Britney Mitchell, senior business manager; Christine Eugenio, 
community relations director; Shane Reeside, Farms city manager; and Alex German-Robin, chief opera-
tions offi cer.

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — After two 
decades as an instructor 
at the Arthur Murray 
Dance Studio in Royal 
Oak, Oz Ray-El decided 
it was time to spread his 
wings, or feet as the 
case may be.

“I saw there was a 
need for something like 
this on this side of 
town,” he said. “I had 
some students from this 
area, but not everyone 
wants to travel to Royal 
Oak or the studio in 
Shelby Township.”

Ray-El opened his 
studio at 20507 Mack — 
formerly Rainy Day Art 
& Framing — earlier 
this month.

“We’ve had a great 
response,” he said. 
“We’re looking to cre-
ate a great community.”

There’s also been a 
lot of interest from 
o n l o o k e r s  p e e r i n g 
through the windows at 
the 2,000-square-foot 
dance floor, including 
customers on the patio 
at Little Tony’s next 
door.

“They get dinner and 

a  s h o w , ”  R a y - E l 
laughed.

The Detroit native 
took up ballroom danc-
ing as a student at 
Mumford High School 
and has danced compet-
itively.

“It’s great exercise 
and the floor is floating, 
so it’s easy on the 
joints,” he noted.

The studio offers les-
sons for wedding, social 
and competitive danc-
ing and the first lesson 

is free.
“The first lesson lets 

people get a feel for 
what the studio is all 
about and what they’ll 
learn,” Ray-El said. 
“The wedding lessons 
are probably the most 
popular, but couples 
lessons in general can 
make for a great date 
night. It’s something 
they can learn together 
and grow into.”

Individual lessons are 
available as well.

“There are wives who 
come in whose hus-
bands play golf and 
they’re looking for a 
hobby for themselves,” 
Ray-El said. “Retirees 
also enjoy coming in 
the afternoons and we 
offer group lessons.”

Evening time slots are 
divided into skill levels, 
including pre-bronze, 
silver and advanced 
bronze. Friday evenings 
feature a dance party 
from 8 to 9 p.m. for reg-

istered students.
“We have a range of 

packages  avai lable 
depending on the per-
son,” Ray-El said. “It all 
depends on how much 
time and money they 
want to spend, but we 
can fit most budgets.”

Lessons are not rec-
ommended, according 
to Ray-El, for those 
younger than high 
school age.

“At that age they have 
the attention span they 

n e e d , ”  h e  n o t e d . 
“Younger than that it 
can be hit or miss.”

As for high school 
students, lessons are 
available for homecom-
ing and prom dances.

The studio is open 1 
to 10 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, 1 to 
9 p.m. Fridays and noon 
to 4 p.m. Saturdays.

Visit arthurmurray
grossepointe.com or 
call (313) 569-7775 for 
more information.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Arthur Murray Dance Studio now open

COURTESY PHOTO

Couples enjoy the grand opening of the Arthur Murray Dance Studio in the Woods.
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15 Kercheval Ave.
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236
Phone: 313.343.6591
Email: noah.hauswirth@raymondjames.com
Website: raymondjames.com/noahhauswirth

Through his business, 
Sidle Entertainment, 
Scott Idle has performed 
on the world’s biggest 
stages — a Super Bowl, 
NBA All-Star game and 
World Series among 
them — as well as at 
sporting events featur-
ing the Chicago Bulls, 
Los Angeles Chargers 
and other professional 
teams. 

One might think his 
success on the drumline, 
as well as his other busi-
ness ventures, makes 
him feel on top of the 

world. But, he admits, 
he’s still climbing and he 
hopes others will climb 
with him.

Idle’s debut self-help 
book, “Lift Others as 
You Climb,” is not so 

much a memoir as it is a 
fi eld guide for life. More 
specifically, for over-
coming life’s challenges 
and hardships. It’s a 
movement, he said; a 
call to action.

“I’ve performed all 
over the world in the big-
gest venues,” he said. “I 
never dreamed at 9, 10, 
11, that all the tears on 
my drum pad would 
echo off the walls of M a d i s o n  S q u a r e 

Garden.”
Success, he added, is 

fi ghting through the fall.
Idle, who grew up in 

Owosso, lost his father 
suddenly the day before 
his 15th birthday. He’s 
been through divorce 
and other hardships, 
including the loss of his 
brother, Jeff, who took 
his own life. 

“Lift Others as You 
Climb” offi cially will be 
released 15 years to the 
day his brother died. 

“It took me 15 years to 
think about what to say 
to him,” said Idle, a 
Grosse Pointe Farms 
resident. 

Through “Lift Others 
as You Climb,” Idle 
teaches readers how to 
climb through crises like 
addict ion,  d ivorce, 
death, job loss and other 
challenges. He takes 
readers through the 
three “adult sandboxes” 
— health, relationships 
and career — and the 
importance of aligning 
them. He asks readers to 
be truthful about where 
they stand in their lives, 
providing “grip checks” 
throughout the book that 
feature writing exercises 
and checklists meant to 
keep readers on target 
and honest as they climb 
through his Four Corners 
Matrix — stuck, starting, 
stalling and lifting.

He shares personal 
insights about business 
— he also served as CEO 
of his father’s company, 
Congress Collection, for 
15 years and started a 
mobile pickleball ser-
v ice ,  Parking  Lot 
Pickleball — as well as 
relationships with peo-
ple who not only touched 
his life, but taught him 
invaluable lessons. It’s a 
tribute, he said, to peo-
ple who lifted him when 
he couldn’t lift himself.

“I learned through 
faith we’re called to lift 
each other,” he said. 
“When I lift people, I fi nd 

they’ve lifted me more 
than when I’m lifting 
them.

“… Every chapter was 
written with someone 
who’s lifting their story,” 
he added. “My mission is 
to lift others as I climb. 
The true measurement 
of success is how many 
people you lift along the 
way.”

The book especially is 
meant for people facing 
resistance.

“Pain is life-changing 
for me and others,” he 
said. “If pain is a coin, its 
fl ip side is power.

“… This book makes 
the argument that there 
is a future,” he added. 
“The fi rst two or three 
rungs you grab are pain-
ful; it feels like you’re 
grabbing thorns. But 
keep climbing. The fall 
didn’t define me, but 
thank God it’s refi ning 
me. I’m that much more 
able. Give me more, I’m 
going to climb higher.”

Idle said he wants his 
book to be considered 
art and to “cross over 
ages.” Each chapter 
begins with a frontis-
piece that is symbolic 
and thoughtful. Each 
image features a magni-
fi ed drum kit with people 
c l i m b i n g  t o g e t h e r 
through moments in life.

“This world is hard,” 
he said. “We don’t hold 
hands a lot. We come 
with crossed arms. If we 
could, for a minute, hug 
each other … that door is 
ready to be kicked open.”

The book is for “any-
body living,” Idle said. 
“Life is a ladder; the 
climb is life itself. It’s 
about choosing leverage, 
lifting with purpose. My 
target audience is people 
who’ve been through, 
are going through or are 
planning to go through 
life’s biggest challenges 
and don’t have a lan-
guage yet. … I wrote this 
with something in mind 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

First-time author aims to inspire, 
lift others through difficult times

Life’s about the climb

COURTESY PHOTOS

Grosse Pointe Farms resident Scott Idle hosts a 
book launch for his debut, “Lift Others as You 
Climb,” on Sept. 2.

 ◆ C – Choose Willingness. Start with the “yes.” Not perfection, not confidence, just the courage to 
begin.

 ◆ L – Leverage Momentum. Motion creates belief. Start small, stay moving and develop a rhythm 
that leads to your identity.

 ◆ I – Identify Lifters. You’re not meant to climb alone. Find your people, name your lifters and then 
become one.

 ◆ M – Move with Purpose. Drift is danger. Direction is everything. Move with intention that 
matches your values.

 ◆ B – Be the Lift. Don’t just reach the top — reach back. Your climb becomes someone else’s 
path.

What it means to C.L.I.M.B.

See CLIMB, page 3BSamples of the frontispieces used in “Lift Others as You Climb.”
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we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Lisa Marie 
Hagermoser 

Sanetti, Ph.D., 
BCBA

L i s a  M a r i e 
Hagermoser Sanetti, 
Ph.D., BCBA, 47, of 
S i m s b u r y ,  C o n n . , 
passed away Tuesday, 
Aug. 12, 2025, from 
complications related to 
head and neck cancer. 
She faced her illness 
wi th  extraordinary 
courage, grace and 
resilience. Lisa was an 
inspiration to all who 
knew her.

Born in Grosse Pointe 
Farms in 1978, to Dr. 
Herbert and Marilyn 
H a g e r m o s e r ,  L i s a 
attended St. Paul on the 
Lake Catholic School 
and Grosse Pointe 
South High School. She 
earned a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in psychol-
ogy from Boston College 
in 1999, followed by a 
master’s degree in 2004, 
and doctorate degree in 
2006, both in educa-
tional psychology, from 
the  Univers i ty  o f 
Wisconsin–Madison.

L i s a  j o i n e d  t h e 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f 
Connecticut in 2007, as 
a professor in the 
department of educa-
tional psychology with 
the Neag School of 
Education. She was a 
licensed psychologist, a 
board-certifi ed behavior 
analyst and one of the 
foremost scholars in 
implementation science, 
educator well-being and 
school mental health. 
Her work reshaped the 
fi eld of school psychol-
ogy, influencing prac-
tice, research and policy 
across the country.

Over her career, Lisa 
published more than 
100 peer-reviewed arti-
cles and book chapters, 
authored two founda-
tional texts and was in 
the process of writing 
two additional books at 
the time of her passing. 
She was recognized in a 
2017 study among the 
top 20 most prolifi c con-
tributors to the fi ve pri-
mary journals in school 
psychology. She was a 
sought-after national 
a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
speaker,  del ivering 
more than 200 presenta-
tions, workshops and 
interviews to translate 
research into practice.

Lisa’s research was 
supported by more than 
$7 million in federal 
funding, enabling inno-
vative projects that 
advanced the science 
and practice of school 
psychology and trained 
the next generation of 
pro fess iona ls .  Her 
excellence in scholar-
ship earned her the 
American Psychological 
Association’s Lightner 
Witmer Early Career 
Award and Thomas 
Oakland Mid-Career 
Award, and she was 
named a Fellow of the 
American Psychological 
Association. She also 
served as a member of 
the Society for the Study 
of School Psychology.

As an educator, Lisa 
was deeply committed 
to her students, provid-
ing high-quality instruc-
tion and mentorship. In 
2015-16, she was named 
a  U n i v e r s i t y  o f 
Connecticut Teaching 
Fellow, one of the insti-
tution’s highest honors 
for teaching. She also 

contributed to the pro-
fession through service 
as an associate editor 
and reviewer for leading 
journals and as co-
founder of the Sustain 
Collaborative and the 
NASP Dissemination 
and Implementation 
Practice and Science 
Interest Group.

Lisa’s legacy will live 
on in the research she 
pioneered, the students 
and colleagues she men-
tored and the countless 
educators and children 
whose lives she touched.

While Lisa’s remark-
a b l e  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
achievements are vast, 
her children and family 
were her greatest joy. 
Above all, she was a 
devoted wife, loving 
mother and loyal friend. 
Lisa took immense pride 
in her family and found 
her deepest fulfi llment 
in their accomplish-
ments. She will be 
remembered by all who 
knew her for her gener-
osity, determination, 
pragmatism, warmth 
and quick wit. 

From a young age, 
Lisa had a passion for 
travel, with favorite 
journeys to Switzerland, 
Belize and Alaska, as 
well as a memorable 
semester abroad in 
London that allowed her 
to explore much of 
Europe. She also was a 
dedicated athlete and 
played volleyball and 
tennis in high school, 
rowed in college and 
later participated in 
numerous charity runs, 
including the 2009 
Hartford Marathon.

Lisa found peace and 
happiness near the 
water — whether at the 
beach, boating or simply 
enjoying the shoreline 
— and equally treasured 
skiing with family and 
friends. She delighted in 
the beauty of autumn in 
New England and espe-
cially enjoyed hosting an 
annual Oktoberfest cel-
ebration.

She is survived by her 
b e l o v e d  h u s b a n d , 
Christopher Edward 
Hagermoser Sanetti; 
cherished children, 
Danie la  Jane  and 
Matthew Edward; broth-
e r s ,  H e r b e r t  H . 
Hagermoser of Lemont, 
I l l . ,  and E.  Scot t 
Hagermoser (Julia) of 
Lancaster, Mass.; and 
sister, Carol Burke 
(Br ian)  o f  Grosse 
Pointe. She also is sur-
vived by her in-laws, 
Stephen and Carole 
Sanetti of Stratford, 
Conn.; and sister-in-
l a w ,  D a n a  K a n e 
( G e o f f r e y )  o f 
Weathersfield, Conn. 
Additionally, Lisa was 
the “cool” aunt to nine 
nieces and nephews. 
She was predeceased by 
her parents.

Services were held at 
Vincent Funeral Home 
in Simsbury, Conn. A 
funeral Mass was cele-
brated at St. Catherine 
o f  S iena  Cathol ic 
C h u r c h  i n  W e s t 
Simsbury, Conn. 

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations 
may be made to the 
Head and Neck Cancers 
Treatment Center at 
Massachusetts General 
Hospital ,  55 Fruit , 
Boston, MA 02114, 
giving.massgeneral.org/
donate/cancer-center. 

Share a memory at 
vincentfuneralhome.
com.

Andrew “Andy” 
Scott Owens

Andrew “Andy” Scott 
Owens, 65, passed away 
peacefully Sunday, Aug. 
17, 2025, following a 
sudden heart attack. 
Known for his smile and 
laugh, Andy will be 
greatly missed by many.   

Andy was born July 3, 
1960, in Elkhart, Ind., to 
Gordon and Margaret 
Owens. He graduated in 
1979 from Elkhart 
Central High School, 
where he participated in 
tennis, diving, football 
and track. He held the 
school’s pole vault 
record for decades.  

Andy went on to 
attend the University of 
Cincinnati and earned a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts 
degree in sculpture in 
1983. He then attended 
Rutgers Mason Gross 
School of the Arts and 
graduated with a Master 
of Fine Arts degree in 
sculpture in 1985.  

After  graduat ion, 
Andy moved to Chicago, 
where he met his wife, 
Lynn. They were mar-
ried in 1989, and raised 
their two sons in Grosse 
Pointe Shores. Their 
eldest son, Andrew 
Julius “A.J.,” was born 
in 1995, and their 
younger son, Alexander 
Gordon, was born in 
1998.

Andy was a talented 
artist who built a career 
specializing in metal 
design and fabrication 
and bronze sculpture. 
He had multiple installa-
tions throughout the 
Detroit area, both public 
and private, as well as in 
many other states. His 
exceptional work often 
was featured in design 
magazines. He was 
known professionally as 
both a talented and com-
petent artist. Designers, 
architects, suppliers and 
customers loved work-
ing with him.

Andy’s athletic talents 
played a signifi cant role 
in his life, mainly in the 
form of road cycling. He 
was a strong and tal-
ented rider who often 
pulled the group along 
from the lead position. 
An annual highlight was 
Andy’s ride in the 
M i c h i g a n - b a s e d 
DALMAC Bicycle Tour. 
He and his biking 
friends would spend fi ve 
days riding the roads of 
Michigan to return with 
tales of successful and 
not-so-successful days.

As Andy’s life moved 
him to Port Charlotte, 
Fla., he added pickle-
ball, golf and boating to 
his activities. Andy and 
Lynn loved spending 
time on local golf 
courses and boating the 
Intracoastal Waterway 
as a couple or with 
friends and family. They 
would boat to beaches 
and restaurants and 
never grew tired of see-
ing dolphins and mana-
tees.    

Andy loved spending 
time with his family and 
friends. There were 
family vacations, hikes, 
dinners and celebra-
tions, each with their 
own special memories, 
too numerous to list.

Andy is survived by 
w i f e ,  L y n n  ( n e e 
Horvath); sons, Andrew 
Julius and Alexander 
(Megan);  brothers , 
Stephen (Tia)  and 
Pa t r i ck  (Caro lyn) ; 
father-in-law, Louis 

Horvath; brother-in-law, 
Louis Horvath (Karina); 
and numerous nieces 
and nephews. He was 
predeceased by his 
brother, Michael; par-
ents ,  Gordon and 
Margaret; and mother-
in - l aw ,  Anto ine t te 
Horvath. 

Visitation will occur 3 
to 8 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 4, at A.H. Peters 
Funeral Home, 20705 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods, with memory 
sharing at 7 p.m. He will 
lie in state at 9:30 a.m. 
Friday, Sept. 5, until a 
10 a.m. funeral Mass at 
St. Paul on the Lake 
Catholic Church, 157 
Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms. 

Memorial donations 
may  be  made  to 
the Midwest Museum of 
American Art, 429 S. 
Main, Elkhart, IN 46516; 
or the Wounded Warrior 
Project, 4899 Belfort, 
Ste. 300, Jacksonville, 
FL 32256.

Share a memory at 
ahpeters.com.

James “Jim” Bieri
James “Jim” Bieri, 76, 

passed away peacefully 
Tuesday, Aug. 19, 2025. 
He was a beloved hus-
band, father, grandfa-
ther and friend.

Jim was born July 31, 
1948, in Saginaw, to 
Gottlieb and Marie 
Bieri. Jim grew up sur-
rounded by faith, family 
and community. He 
at tended St .  Mary 
Catholic School, where 
his  Cathol ic  fai th, 
shaped both at home 
and school, became a 
guiding light throughout 
his life.

Jim went on to study 
at Western Michigan 
U n i v e r s i t y  i n 
Kalamazoo, where fate 
brought him together 
with the love of his life, 
Jeanne.  They met 
through mutual friends 
at a party and from that 
moment on their story 
unfolded. The two were 
married in 1972, and 
built a marriage of more 
than 50 years grounded 
in love, laughter and 
faith.

W h e n  J i m  w a s 
accepted into Detroit 
College of Law, the cou-
ple relocated to Detroit, 
a city he came to adore. 
After graduating from 
law school, he started a 
few of his own busi-
nesses and eventually 
came to negotiate leas-
ing contracts for luxury 
retail stores across the 
country. One of his 
accomplishments was 
securing the leasing 
contracts for the fi rst 50 
J.Crew stores in the U.S. 
Later in his career, he 
took great joy working 
with his son on many 
projects.  

He embraced not only 
the city but also its 
vibrant culture and 
sports. He was a social 
butterfly, often spend-
ing time at the Detroit 
Athletic Club or Country 
Club of Detroit playing 
handball or bowling 
with his wife in the cou-
ples’ league. Jim was 
well liked at both the 
DAC and CCD. He was a 
board director at the 
DAC and served on 

many other committees 
at both clubs. He loved 
playing sports, but also 
loved watching sports, 
particularly the Detroit 
Lions, and was a long-
t ime season t icket 
holder for the Detroit 
Red Wings.   

Jim had a gift for liv-
ing fully in the moment 
while also carrying deep 
wisdom. He was upbeat, 
generous and seldom 
quick to anger.

Of all his roles in life, 
the one Jim cherished 
most was being a grand-
father. Devoted to his 
two grandchildren, he 
made it a weekly ritual 
to attend Wednesday 
Mass at St. Paul on the 
Lake Catholic Church 
just to see his grand-
daughter. His quiet 
devotion and steady 
presence left an indeli-
ble mark on his family.

Jim’s life was rich 
with love, faith and joy 
and his memory will live 
on in the hearts of all 
who knew him.

Jim is survived by his 
dear wife, Jeanne; cher-
ished son, Alex Bieri; 
and adored grandchil-
dren, Benjamin and 
Grace. 

Visitation occurred 
Monday, Aug. 25, at 
A.H. Peters Funeral 
Home, Grosse Pointe 
Woods. A memorial ser-
vice took place Tuesday, 
Aug. 26, St. Paul on the 
Lake Catholic Church, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations 
may be made to The 
H u n d r e d  C l u b  o f 
Detroit, P.O. Box 1018, 
Fenton, MI 48430; or the 
Detroit Athletic Club 
Athlete of the Year, 
dacathleteoftheyear.
com/sponsors/. 

Share a memory at 
ahpeters.com. 

Margaret Lynne 
Cameron

Margaret “Marge” 
“ C o o k i e ”  L y n n e 
Cameron, 87, passed 
away Sunday, Aug. 10, 
2025, at Corewell Health 
B e a u m o n t  G r o s s e 
Pointe Hospital after a 
brief battle with leuke-
mia.

Marge was a 49-year 
resident of  Grosse 
Pointe Park, as well as a 
devoted and loving wife, 
mother, grandmother, 
sister and friend. Before 
arriving in Michigan 
with her young family, 
she resided in Chagrin 
Falls, Ohio.

Marge was born June 
23, 1938, in Cleveland, 
to Russell and Marian 
Fike. She was raised in 
Euclid, Ohio. Her mater-
nal great-grandmother 
bestowed on her the 
name “Cookie” as a 
baby and she was known 
by the nickname to fam-
ily and Ohio friends 
until the end. The oldest 
of four children and a 
fi ery redhead, she took 
“no guff,” but never 
shied away from an 
opportunity to have fun. 
Growing up, Cookie was 
a classic “tomboy” and 
talented athlete. She 
never lost her enthusi-
asm for movement and 
proudly walked outside 
three miles a day until 
the last year of her life. 

She was the picture of 
resilience.

Gifted with a green 
thumb and the ability to 
grow most anything, 
Marge’s gardens were 
immaculate and her 
houseplants awe-inspir-
ing. A number of years 
ago, she was thrilled 
when  the  Det ro i t 
Botanical Gardens took 
possession of her robust 
coffee tree — grown 
entirely indoors and 
producing beans every 
year — and a massive 
g a r d e n i a ,  w h i c h 
bloomed every holiday 
season. She very much 
enjoyed her member-
ship and the lifelong 
friends she made in the 
Windmill Pointe Garden 
Club.

Marge also was a phe-
nomenal baker and 
cook. She had a fi le cab-
inet containing hun-
dreds of recipes she 
saved through decades. 
She was a collector of 
cookbooks and many 
were fi rst editions. Her 
cookies were renowned. 
She liked to spoil her 
family with the meals 
she made and hosted 
countless dinner parties 
throughout the decades. 
She was the consum-
mate entertainer and 
grateful to be blessed 
with many cherished 
friends through the 
years. Many became 
like family to her.

Marge had an affi nity 
for making people feel 
special .  She never 
missed a birthday or 
milestone, lovingly writ-
ing a card to properly 
note the occasion. She 
was an avid reader, a 
feisty bridge player and 
a devastating crossword 
puzzle solver. She was a 
collector of Ironstone 
china, Shaker furniture, 
antiques and artwork 
bought on many trips to 
New England beginning 
in the early 1960s with 
her best friend and hus-
band of 61 years, 
R i c h a r d  “ D i c k ” 
Cameron.

Motherhood came 
naturally to Marge. She 
wanted two sons and 
happily gave birth to 
two boys, eagerly sup-
porting them in all their 
endeavors through life. 
She loved them uncon-
ditionally and deeply.

She was predeceased 
by her husband, Dick; 
and brothers, Dennis 
and Michael. She is sur-
vived by her son, David 
Cameron (Dr. Rachel 
Algenio), and grand-
sons, Ian Cameron and 
N e i l  C a m e r o n  o f 
Portland, Ore.; son, 
Drew Cameron of St. 
Clair Shores; and sister, 
Laurie, of Rocky River, 
Ohio. 

Per her wishes, there 
was no funeral service.

James BieriAndrew Scott OwensDr. Lisa Marie Sanetti

Margaret L. Cameron

See OBITS, page 3B
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Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

082825

Worship
     Service

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study

9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service

WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

6:30 p.m. - Worship Service
Solomon Spangler, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org

Mary Lou LeFevre

Mary Lou LeFevre, 92, 
passed away Monday, 
Aug. 25, 2025.

She was the beloved 
wife of the late Robert J. 
LeFevre; loving mother 
of Gregory (Mary), James 
(Lois), Thomas (Jennie), 
Michael (Suzie) and the 
late  Susan Amine 
(Anthony); proud grand-
mother of Michael 
L e F e v r e ,  M a t t h e w 
LeFevre (Carrie), Joseph 
LeFevre (Sara), Nicholas 
LeFevre (Jamie), Melissa 
Hollerbach (Adam), 
Emily LeFevre, Amanda 
Amine, Andrew Amine 
and Charlie Amine; 
great-grandmother of 
M a d i s o n ,  R o b e r t , 
Charlotte, Lena, Francis, 
Sam, Caleb, Vincent, 
Logan, Clark, George, 
Eleanor and Morgan; 
dearest sister of Carolyn 
Wujek (the late Edward); 
sister-in-law of Marilyn 
Kopitzke (the late Paul); 
and dear aunt of Robert, 
John, Michael, Edward, 
Paul, Nancy, Denise and 
Julie.

Mary Lou was a 1950 
graduate of Dominican 
High School. She was a 
longtime member of the 
St. John Fontbonne 
Auxiliary, as well as the 
Pettipointe Questers and 
Quiddlers. Mary Lou 
loved her church and was 
a proud member of the 
Altar Society of Our Lady 
Star of the Sea Catholic 
Church. Mary Lou was a 
competitive card player 
and loved playing as 
much as she could with 
her many friends.

She never forgot a 
birthday, graduation, 
anniversary or other 
occasion, having sent 
thousands of cards to 
friends and family 
throughout the years. 
She touched so many 
lives and put a smile on 
everyone’s face.

Visitation will occur at 
9:30 a.m. Thursday, Aug. 
28, until a 10 a.m. funeral 
Mass at Our Lady Star of 
the Sea Catholic Church, 
467 Fairford, Grosse 
Pointe Woods. She will 
be privately entombed at 
Resurrection Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 
be made to the Capuchin 
Soup Kitchen, 1820 Mt. 
Elliott, Detroit, MI 48207, 
cskdetroit .org/more-
than-about-food. 

Share memories with 
Mary Lou’s family in the 
online guestbook at 
wujekcalcaterra.com.

George Edward 
Daudlin Jr.

G e o r g e  E d w a r d 
Daudlin Jr., 68, of Grosse 
Pointe Woods, passed 
away at home Monday, 
Aug. 18, 2025.

George was born Sept. 
21, 1956, in Detroit, to 
George Sr. and Violet 
Daudlin, both now 
deceased. A proud 1975 
graduate of Austin 
Catholic Preparatory 
School in Detroit, George 
became a devoted 
account and sales man-
ager at the family-owned 
Wolverine Oil  and 
Supply, serving the 
Grosse Pointe municipal-
ities for the past 30 years.  

George was a lifeguard 
at Windmill Pointe Park 
in Grosse Pointe Park 
and an avid boater his 
entire life. His passion 
for sailing began at a 
young age on the family 
boat kept at the park and 
he fi rst cut his teeth rac-
ing on crescent sailboats. 
He was a member of the 
Detroit Yacht Club from 
1985 to 2002, and 
Bayview Yacht Club 
since 2002. 

He was predeceased 
by his beloved wife, 
Pamela. He is survived 
by his daughter, Jennifer 
Daudlin; partner in life, 
Newana Cesarone; step-
children, Chad Cesarone 
( L i n d s a y ) ,  S c o t t 
Cesarone (Elena) and 
Megan Timmons (Trent); 

s tep -grandchi ldren , 
D o r o t h e a ,  R o s i e , 
Dominic, Amelia, Jett, 
Victoria, Piper, Luca, 
Emma, Harper and 
Paige; sisters, Deborah 
Snella (Jim) and Mary 
Kay Gallagher (Dan); 
brothers, Kevin (Mary), 
Dan (Joy), Steve (Suzy) 
and Jeff (Rose); and 15 
nieces and nephews.

George was a tough 
guy, but those who knew 
him knew he had the big-
gest heart. His love for 
his daughter, Jennifer, 
his life partner, Newana, 
and every animal he met 
was unmatched. He was 
the life of the party and 
unapologetically himself. 
He will truly be missed 
by many. 

Visitation was held at 
Verheyden Funeral 
Home in Grosse Pointe 
Park. A funeral Mass 
was held at St. Clare of 
Montefalco Catholic 
Church in Grosse Pointe 
Park. A luncheon was 
held at Bayview Yacht 
Club. 

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 
be made to St. Jude’s 
Chi ldren  Research 
Hospital, 2000 Town 
Center,  Ste.  1730, 
Southfi eld, MI 48075, bit.
ly/3XuSSi0; or the 
Grosse Pointe Animal 
Adoption Society, 20542 
Harper, Harper Woods, 
MI 48225, gpaas.org/
donate. 

Arrangements were 
entrusted to Chas. 
Verheyden Inc.

Share a memory at 
verheyden.org.

Editor’s note: The obit-
uary for Mary Lou Conti, 
printed in the Aug. 21 
edition, should have read 
funeral services already 
have taken place.

Mary Lou LeFevre George E. Daudlin Jr.

OBITS:
Continued from page 2B

for every single person.”
Idle plans to write 

other books, including a 
“Lift” series.

“Everyone should 
write their own story,” 
he said. “The next pages 
of my life are truly blank. 
I can write them how I 
want to. You never 
rebuild life to where it 
was before the fall 
occurs. What I’ve lost, 
I’ve gained in wisdom.”

Idle is honoring his 
father and brother with 
a Sept. 2 book launch, 
“Lifting Legacies: Lift 
Others as You Climb.” 

In addition to the book 
signing and strolling 
d inner ,  the  event 
includes drumline per-
formances by The King 
Cobras, The Cavaliers 
and an alumni drumline 
featuring performers 
from across generations. 

Tickets are $30 and 
include a copy of the 
book.

For more information 
or to register, visit scot-
tidle.com.

“I’m no guru. I’m still 
climbing. I’m still fail-

ing,” Idle said. “I didn’t 
write this book from the 
summit — I wrote it from 
the climb. And that climb 
includes the falls.”

CLIMB:
Continued from page 1B

An interfaith memorial 
service will be held at 11 
a.m. Saturday, Sept. 13, 
at Assumption Grotto 
Cemetery, 13770 Gratiot, 
Detroit. The service will 
honor the memory of the 

more than 60 million 
unborn victims of abor-
tion during the National 
Day of Remembrance for 
Aborted Children. Free 
secure parking and the 
cemetery are directly 

behind the church. There 
will be light refreshments 
and fellowship after-
ward. 

Call (313) 881-6793 or 
email beverly1016@aol.
com.

Day of remembrance planned Sept. 13

The League of Women Voters Grosse 
Pointe will conduct several candidate 
forums ahead of local community elec-
tions. Here is the schedule:

7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 9
City of Grosse Pointe Mayor and 

Council (combined forum)
Grosse Pointe Unitarian Church, 

17150 Maumee, City of Grosse Pointe
Invited candidates:
Mayor
Christopher Boettcher
Sheila Tomkowiak
Council
David Calcaterra
David T. Fries
Maureen Juip
Chris D. Walsh

7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 23
Grosse Pointe Park City Council
Pierce Middle School, 15430 

Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Park
Invited candidates:
Thomas J. Caulfi eld
Patrick Gleason
Olga Merametdjian
Max Wiener

7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 30
Harper Woods City Council
Wayne County Community College, 

19305 Vernier, Harper Woods
Invited candidates:
Teresa Foster
Sheila Hakim
Vivian M. Sawicki
Ivery Toussant Jr.

There will be no candidate forum for 
the Grosse Pointe Farms mayoral race, 
as only one candidate agreed to par-
ticipate.

The public is encouraged to submit 
questions for the candidates. Due to 
time constraints, the league may pri-
oritize or combine questions based on 
general interest and a goal of avoiding 
redundancy. The question submission 
form is available online at lwvgrossep-
ointe.org.

Deadlines to submit questions are:
◆ Noon Monday, Sept. 8, for the 

Sept. 9 forum
◆ Noon Monday, Sept. 22, for the 

Sept. 23 forum
◆ Noon Monday Sept. 29, for the 

Sept. 30 forum
Non-partisan candidate forums are 

part of LWV history. Leagues around 
the country continue to hold debates 
and forums for local and state offi ces.

Voters also may find information 
about the candidates on the League of 
Women Voters non-partisan Voter 
Guide at VOTE411.org after Sept. 19.

League of Women 
Voters conducting 
candidate forums

Detroit Opera will host 
its annual piano sale at 
the Detroit Opera House 
Sept. 5, 6 and 7. Open to 
the public by appoint-
ment only, the event fea-
tures more than 200 new 
and gently used pianos 
available for purchase.

Appointment may be 
m a d e  o n l i n e  a t 
detroitoperapiano.org or 
by calling (248) 756-
6589. 

A wide range of grand, 
upright, digital, hybrid 
and Disklavier player 
pianos will be on display 
in the main lobby and on 
the main stage and sold 
at signifi cant discounts. 
Top-qual i ty  brands 
i n c l u d e  Y a m a h a , 
Bösendorfer, Clavinova, 
Baldwin, Schimmel, 
E s t o n i a ,  v i n t a g e 
Steinway and more. 
Most pianos are less than 
a year old, come with a 

new manufacturer war-
ranty and are tuned. All 
pianos are sold at institu-
tional prices not nor-
mally available in retail 
stores. Delivery and spe-
cial financing will be 
offered. 

All patrons who come 
to the sale may enter a 
drawing to win a free 
pair of tickets to one of 
Detroit Opera’s season 

productions: “Highways 
and Valleys,” “The 
Handmaid’s Tale”or 
“Apar tment  House 
1776.”

The piano sale takes 
place at Detroit Opera 
House, 1526 Broadway, 
Detroit. More informa-
tion — including direc-
tions and appointment 
options — is available at 
detroitoperapiano.org/.

Detroit Opera to host annual piano sale Sept. 5–7

GPCC fall session starts Sept. 9
The Grosse Pointe Community 

Chorus is starting its fall session 
Tuesday, Sept. 9. 

Rehearsals, which take place 7:30 to 
9 p.m. every Tuesday in the choir room 
at Grosse Pointe North High School, 
are led by music director Kayvon 
Kashani-Gharavi and accompanist Ron 
Pietrantoni. 

The fall session runs until the cho-
rus’s holiday concert Sunday, Dec. 9, 
at St. Clare of Montefalco Catholic 
Church in Grosse Pointe Park.

Registration fees are $20 for ages 30 
or younger and $60 for all others. 
Registration is required by Tuesday, 
Sept. 1, by visiting grossepointe
communitychorus.org/registration.
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Our Private Banquet RoomOur Private Banquet Room
is the perfect place to host your event!is the perfect place to host your event!

Our Private Banquet RoomOur Private Banquet Room
is the perfect place to host your event!is the perfect place to host your event!

Call to Reserve for your Special Day!

16930 Kercheval Avenue (bet. Cadieux & Notre Dame)

313-882-4555 • www.villagegrillegp.com

Bridal Shower • Rehearsal Dinner • Wedding Reception
Sports Event • Baby Shower • Business Meeting

Grosse Pointe’s Grosse Pointe’s 
Friend liestFriend liest

Family  RestaurantFamily  Restaurant!
LUNCH • DINNER • SPORTS BAR • KIDS GAME ROOMLUNCH • DINNER • SPORTS BAR • KIDS GAME ROOM
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Wittwer — Lees

Julie Wittwer and Hunter Lees were married 
Oct. 26, 2024, in Brentwood, Tenn., in a ceremony 
offi ciated by Matt Avery. The outdoor ceremony 
was followed by a reception at The Governors 
Club.

The bride is the daughter of David and Sally 
Wittwer of Grosse Pointe Park. The groom is the 
son of Harry and Robin Lees of Tennessee.

The bride’s cousin, Katie Hall, served as matron 
of honor. Ivy Josi served as the fl ower girl.

The groom’s brother, Jourdan Lees, served as 
best man. Aiden Lees and Luca Josi shared ring-
bearer duties.

The bride is a graduate of DePauw University 
and Wayne State University School of Medicine, 
as well as the Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital resi-
dency program. She is a pediatrician at Heritage 
Pediatrics in Nashville.

The groom is a graduate of Abilene Christian 
University. He currently is working toward a mas-
ter’s degree in clinical mental health counseling at 
Lipscomb University, while working for an AI 
technology startup as head of account manage-
ment.

The couple honeymooned in Costa Rica and live 
in Nashville.

William Liam Andre Mestdagh IV

Lauren and William Mestdagh of Grosse Pointe 
Farms welcomed a son, William Liam Andre 
Mestdagh IV, Monday, June 2, 2025.

Maternal grandparents are Wendy and Ed Schmidt 
of Grosse Pointe Farms.

Paternal grandparents are Cathy and William 
Mestdagh Jr., of Grosse Pointe Park.

Great-grandparents are William Mestdagh Sr. of 
Grosse Pointe Woods, Robert Gura of Clinton 
Township, Beverly Coats of Grosse Pointe Woods 
and Geraldine Schmidt of Shelby Township.

BIRTH
McMahon — Shaver

Margaret Kathleen McMahon and Jacob Richard 
Shaver were married May 24, 2025, at The Grosse 
Pointe Academy chapel, in a ceremony offi ciated by 
Msgr. Patrick Halfpenny. A reception followed at the 
Grosse Pointe Yacht Club.

The bride is the daughter of Kevin and Jennifer 
McMahon of Zionsville, Ind. The groom is the son of 
Douglas and Wendy Shaver of Richmond, Va.

The bride wore an A-line gown with a layered bod-
ice and oversized bow cascading down the back, 
designed by AMSALE. She carried a bouquet 
designed by Jody Costello, featuring white peonies, 
garden roses, ranunculus and sweet pea, tied 
together with pieces from her grandmother’s wed-
ding gown.

The bride’s sister, Madeline McMahon Shirar, 
served as maid of honor. Bridesmaids were her 
cousin, Caroline Claar, and her friends, Emma Baer, 
Madelyn Geske, Margaret Bobillo, Lilian Read, 
Kendall Henderson and Nicole Khalek. Nora Shaver 
served as the fl ower girl.

The bridesmaids wore light blue dresses in a mix 
of designs and patterns, each carrying long-stemmed 
white tulips — the bride’s favorite fl ower.

The groom’s brothers, Eric and Matthew Shaver, 
served as the best men. Groomsmen were the bride’s 
brothers, Matthew and Peter McMahon, and the 
groom’s friends, Alex Edwards, Evan Hitt, Zach 
Pokrywka and Tyler Brock.

The bride earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
fi nance from Purdue University. She is a senior asso-
ciate at JPMorgan in Dallas.

The groom earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
economics and business from the Virginia Military 
Institute. He is an account executive with Cisco 

Systems in Dallas.
The couple honeymooned in Saint Lucia and live 

in Dallas.

WEDDINGS

William Liam Andre Mestdagh IV

Hunter and Julie Lees

Margaret and Jacob Shaver

The War Memorial
The War Memorial, 32 

Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, offers programs 
and activities for the 
community. For informa-
tion on the following, 
visit warmemorial.org

◆ Open Mic Night, 6 to 
10 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 
28, for singers, poets, 
musicians, storytellers 
and more. General 
admission is $5.

◆ Silent Book Club, 6 
to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 
9.

◆ 9/11 Service of 
Remembrance, 8:30 to 
9:30 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 
11. Advanced registra-
tion is requested.

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:

◆ 7:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. 
Friday, Aug. 29, Henry 
Ford St. John Hospital, 
22101 Moross, Detroit.

◆ 1 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
Sept. 2, VFW Post 1146, 
28404 Jefferson, St. Clair 
Shores.

◆ 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 7, St. Joan 
of Arc Catholic Church, 
21620 Greater Mack, St. 
Clair Shores.

◆ 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Monday, Sept. 8, Ford 
House, 1100 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Shores.

◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 10, 
Holy  Innocents-St . 
Barnabas Parish, 26100 
Ridgemont, Roseville.

◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 
Fr iday ,  Sept .  12 , 
Recreation Authority of 
Roseville & Eastpointe, 
1 8 1 8 5  S y c a m o r e , 
Roseville.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a 
variety of programs. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.

◆ GPPL Friends $5 Bag 
Sale, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 30, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ All branches closed 
Labor Day, Monday, 
Sept. 1.

◆ Teen Leadership 
Council meeting, 6 to 7 
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 2, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆  H o m e  F o o d 
Preservation Series with 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University, 4:30 to 5:30 

p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 3, 
at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Teen Tabletop Game 
Club, 1 to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 6, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

POST Detroit
POST Detroit, 14500 

Kercheval, Detroit, hosts 
several Coffee Tasting 
Workshop: Cupping & 
Brewing Basics, 10:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 30. Cost 
is $50. Visit mutualadora-
tion.com.

EIA
The Eastside Indivisible 

Alliance will host Sen. 
Kevin Hertel at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 2, at 
Grosse Pointe Unitarian 
Church, 17150 Maumee, 
City of Grosse Pointe. 
Hertel will address 
important issues in the 
state of Michigan, fol-
lowed by a brief Q&A. 
The public is welcome. 
Reserve a spot by email-
ing eialliancegp@gmail.
com.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers a variety of classes 
a n d  p r o g r a m s . 
Registration is required 
at (313) 882-9600 for the 
following:

◆ Drawing for Seniors, 

3:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays, Sept. 2 to Dec. 
9 ,  with instructor 
Elizabeth Russano.

◆ What Will Your 
Legacy Be?, 5:30 to 6:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 
10, with presenters 
Robert Lubera, Esq., and 
Jennifer Lohrer-Elstone, 
CPA.

◆ The movie “Join or 
Die” will be shown at 
noon Friday, Sept. 12. 
Cost is $3 for members, 
$5 for guests.

◆ The movie “The 
Golden Voice” will be 
shown at 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 18. Cost 
is $3 for members, $5 for 
guests. 

◆ Canasta, noon to 4 
p.m. Mondays. Free for 
members, $6 for guests.

◆ The Friendship Club, 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. the sec-
ond Tuesday of each 
month. 

◆ Bridge Club, 12:30 to 
4 p.m. Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. Free for 
members, $6 for guests.

◆ Walking Club, 6 to 7 
p.m. Tuesdays.

◆ Grief Work Support 
Group. 5 to 6 p.m. 
Tuesdays, with psycho-
t h e r a p i s t  F r a n k 
Wilberding.

Ford House
The Edsel & Eleanor 

Ford House,  1100 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:

◆ Storytime: “Iggy 

Peck, Architect,” 10:30 to 
11 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 2.

◆ Design Through the 
Decades guided tour, 1 to 
2 p.m. Tuesdays, Sept. 2 
to 30.

◆ Story Festival, 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 6.

◆ Outdoor Summer 
Concert: The Dave 
Hamilton Band, 7 to 9 
p.m. Friday, Sept. 12. 
Ticket prices vary.

◆ New Friends of Ford 
House Orientation, 6 to 8 
p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 
17.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

GPAA
The Grosse Pointe 

Artists Association offers 
a variety of classes at its 
studio, located at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. To register for the 
following, visit grosse
pointeartcenter.org.

◆  B e h i n d  t h e 
Brushstrokes: The sto-
ries and techniques of 
Henri Gervex, with 
Donald Cronkhite, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursdays, 
Sept. 4 to 18.

◆ Explorations in 
Abstraction with Valerie 
Allen, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday, 
Sept. 20 and 21.

◆  B e h i n d  t h e 
Brushstrokes: The sto-
ries and techniques of 
Vincent van Gogh, with 

Donald Cronkhite, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursdays, 
Sept. 25 to Oct. 9.

The Family Center
The Family Center of 

Grosse Pointe and 
Harper Woods offers a 
C o m m u n i t y  Y o g a 
Pop-Up, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 16, for 
those who are constantly 
staring at a screen, with 
tension in the head, neck 
and shoulders. This pop-
up class designed by 
Amy Koenig is for any-
one looking for a way to 
stretch or destress, who 
wants to try a new form 
of exercise, experienced 
or not. Bring your own 
mat. To register, email 
MaryJo@FamilyCenter
Helps.org.

Sunrise on Vernier
Sunrise on Vernier, 

1850 Vernier, Grosse 
Pointe Woods, hosts a 
support group at 4:30 p.m. 
the second Wednesday of 
each month. Call (313) 
642-2000.

Adaptive yoga
Yoga Moves Any Body, 

in partnership with the 
Kirk Gibson Foundation, 
hosts Adaptive Chair 
Yoga classes at 11:30 
a.m. Mondays at Full 
Lotus Yoga, 20365 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods. 
Cost is $12 per drop-in 
class or fi ve classes for 
$50 in advance. Visit full
lotusyoga.net.

AREA ACTIVITIES
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As students head back to school, it’s 
important to remember that academic 
success is just one piece of the puzzle. 
Emotional well-being plays a vital 
role in how children learn, grow and 
connect. This season, we’re encourag-
ing families and communities to make 
mental health part of the back-to-
school routine — because when kids 
feel supported, they’re better 
equipped to thrive both in and out of 
the classroom.

Here are a few simple ways to sup-
port the kids in your life as they head 
back to school:

◆ Talk early and often. Ask how 
they’re feeling — not just about 
schoolwork, but about friendships, 
routines and how their body feels 
when they’re anxious.

◆ Recognize signs of stress or anxi-
ety — like trouble sleeping, irritabil-
ity, avoiding school or physical 
complaints like headaches and stom-
achaches.

◆ Give kids tools to manage big 
feelings, such as taking deep breaths, 
journaling, drawing or taking short 
breaks to reset.

◆ Normalize asking for help. 

Remind them it’s OK to talk to a 
trusted adult when things feel over-
whelming.

Mental health is a key part of over-
all well-being and small conversa-
tions at home can make a big impact. 
Let’s all work together to help stu-
dents feel supported, seen and 
empowered as they head into the new 
school year.

CNS Healthcare is a nonprofit 
Certified Community Behavioral 
Health Clinic that provides essential 
services and support to those affected 
by mental illness, substance use, intel-
lectual/developmental disabilities and 
emotional disorders. For more infor-
mation, visit cnshealthcare.org.

The Family Center provides free 
programs and resources that help 
build happier, healthier families. 
Learn more at familycenterhelps.org.

Make mental health 
part of your routine

A S K  T H E  E X P E R T S  By CNS Healthcare

Growing up in Detroit, 
Kenneth Head is well 
aware of the toll gun vio-
lence takes on a commu-
nity.

“It really hits home,” 
the former Park resident 
said. “Especially when 
innocent  kids  are 
involved.

Head said that is par-
ticularly true if a child 
has access to an unse-
cured weapon and acci-
dentally shoots someone 
else or themselves, or if a 
child is shot as an inno-
cent bystander.

“We have to lead the 
next generation in a pos-
itive direction,” he said. 
“We have to educate 
them that guns are not 
toys because they see 
them in video games and 
pop culture all the time.”

Head was working 
with a group called 
Michigan United, in con-
junct ion wi th  the 

Michigan State Police, 
educating people about 
Michigan’s secure stor-
age law, when he got the 
idea for the book.

The law, which took 
effect in February 2024, 
requires individuals to 

keep unattended weap-
ons unloaded and locked 
with a locking device or 
stored in a locked box or 
container if it is reason-
ably known that a minor 
is likely to be present on 
the premises.

“Gun Safety Handbook 
for Kids” is 30 pages and 
illustrated by Head, a 
graduate of the fi lm and 
media studies program at 
Florida’s Full  Sail 
University.

“It’s a serious topic, but 
we wanted to make the 
book fun for kids to 
read,” he said. “It’s got 
things like cartoons and 
crossword puzzles.”

Head said the book 
stresses themes such as:

◆ guns should only be 
handled by licensed 
adults and law enforce-
ment,

◆ open up to a trusted 
adult if you feel peer 
pressure to touch a gun 
and

◆ if you see something, 
say something.

The book is targeted at 
children ages 5 to 10. A 
second book, for youths 
ages 11 to 17, is due out 
soon.

Head recently started 
his own organization, 
Safe Steps United, to fur-

ther promote his mes-
sage.

“I give presentations at 
schools, community cen-
ters, youth groups,” he 
said. “We’re about teach-
ing the value of life and 
the seriousness of death.”

He added that he isn’t 
promoting getting rid of 

guns.
“This is all about edu-

cating,” Head said. “We 
want kids to know not to 
touch guns. They might 
save their life or the life 
of someone else.”

See safestepsunited.
org for more informa-
tion.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Former Pointer writes gun safety book for kids

COURTESY PHOTOS

Kenneth Head

The Red Cross and 
PEANUTS once again 
are joining forces to 
remind people a little 
good goes a long way. In 
celebration of the 75th 
a n n i v e r s a r y  o f 
PEANUTS, those who 
come to give blood Aug. 
29 to Sept. 21, will get an 
exclusive Red Cross x 

PEANUTS mystery bag 
with one of four T-shirt 
designs, while they last.

Each design is iconic 
and donors won’t know 
which one they’ll get 
until they open the bag. 
Additionally, there will 
be a number of golden 
tickets randomly hidden 
in the mystery bags 

throughout the country. 
Donors who fi nd a golden 
ticket when they open 
their bag will have the 
chance to redeem it 
through an online form 
for all four T-shirts. Visit 
RedCrossBlood .org /
Peanuts for details.

Donors of all blood 
types, especially those 

with types O positive and 
B negative blood, are 
urged to make an 
appointment to keep life-
saving blood products 
ready for patients in 
need.

Routines are changing 
and schedules are fi lling 
up before fall, which 
could keep people from 
donating blood to help 

save lives. In addition, 
the threat of severe 
weather and hurricanes 
remains strong in late 
summer.

Between July 1, 2024, 
and June 30, 2025, 
w e a t h e r  c a n c e l e d 
approximately 1,500 
blood drives across the 
country, causing more 
than 40,000 blood dona-

tions to go uncollected. 
Making and keeping 
donation appointments 
where it’s safe to do so 
can help maintain a 
healthy blood supply.   

Make a donation 
appointment by visiting 
RedCrossBlood.org, call-
ing 1-800-RED CROSS or 
using the Red Cross 
Blood Donor App.

A little good goes a long way
Donors through Sept. 21 can
score an iconic T-shirt design

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY
Animals Available for 
Adoption at gpaas.org
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
313-884-1551 OR www.gpaas.org

Ca ll to a rra nge aCa ll to a rra nge a
Meet a nd Gre etMeet a nd Gre et

MeetMeet

MAGICMAGIC

 MeetMeet

BU C KU C K

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

Male, 6 years old, American Bulldog Male, 6 years old, American Bulldog 
Mix, White/Tan, 55 lbs.Mix, White/Tan, 55 lbs.

Village Lock & Village Lock & HHome Repair

The only locksmith on Mack Avenue

18554 Mack Avenue • Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48236
villagelockgp@gmail.com • 313-881-8603

08
28

25

WINDOWS & DOORS

Storm Doors • Windows • Screen Repair
Home Safes, Keys & More

16
colors

Expert Installation & ServiceExpert Installation & Service

Next Open Houses
Saturday, Sept. 6th and Sept. 20th

10-Noon

Female, 6 months old, Shorthair, BlackFemale, 6 months old, Shorthair, Black.
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Dear Gabby: How do I 
treat Sept. 1 like Jan. 1, 
and get my health and 
year back on track after 
a summer of indul-
gence? — Rebooting in 
the Park

Dear  Reboot ing : 
There’s something about 
the return of school 
buses and pumpkin 
sp ice  tha t  makes 
September feel like a 
second shot at a fresh 
start. It’s the perfect 
time to reboot your 

health and routines 
without the pressure of 
New Year’s resolutions. 

Start by building back a 
little structure into your 
days. That might mean 
early morning walks along 
Lakeshore, joining a fi tness 
class at one of the many fi t-
ness studios around town 
or simply planning out 
your meals for the week to 
avoid the 5 p.m. what’s-
for-dinner panic. 

If it helps, keep a little 
journal or tracker to hold 
yourself accountable. 

You don’t need a 
major overhaul, just 
small consistent moves 
in the right direction. It’s 
amazing what a few 
healthy habits and a 
quiet house can do for 
your motivation.

— Gabby

We love problem-solv-
ing and giving advice! 
Please send us  your 
questions & problems to 
advice@grossepointe-
news.com.

GROSSE POINTEGROSSE POINTEGabbyGabby Pointing you in Pointing you in 

the right the right 

direction with direction with 

real-life advice!real-life advice!

Every once in a while, I 
stumble across a spot I’m 
not truly familiar with. I 
know where it is, I know 
what they serve, but I’ve 
never actually tried it. This 
week’s entry is one of 
those places.

One of the biggest social 
media trends right now is 
healthy eating — what we 
put into our bodies, “gut 
health.” I’ve always been a 
conscious eater, but lately 
I’ve started paying closer 
attention for a few reasons. 
The idea of doing a cleanse 
to “restart” after all the 
summer fun made me 
think: It’s time to visit our 
local source, Rhythm & 
Blue Juice Co.

R a c h a e l  S c h r o d e r 
launched the business in 
2019 after years in the 
industry. 

“I’ve been in the health, 
wellness, hospitality and 
restaurant industry for 28 
years,” she said. She’s 
done “everything from 
raw/vegan chef training, 
juice therapy/nutritional 
consulting and private 
events/catering.”

After the pandemic, her 
small business was ready 
for its next step. Rhythm & 
Blue Juice Co. opened at 
17864 Mack in Grosse 
Pointe, in a space that used 
to be a cabinetry show-
room. 

“We demoed the entire 
interior and built out the 
production kitchen and 
storefront from scratch,” 
Rachael explained.

As for the name? She 
and her team wanted 
something that appealed to 
everyone, spanned cul-
tures and unifi ed people. 
What does that? Music — 
with rhythm. 

“And the ‘Blue’ is 
because we love blue spir-
ulina, which is packed with 
minerals and vitamins,” 
she said. “We enhance so 
many of our products with 
it. Together it forms 
Rhythm & Blue (R&B) 
Juice.”

Yes, I had to Google spi-
rulina. And wow — was I 
unaware of its existence, 
let alone its insane amount 
of benefi ts.

At this point, it became 
a learning experience. I 
was invested. I wanted to 
know everything about 
these juices. The only 
thing I really knew was 
that they were cold 
pressed. But what is that 
exactly?

R&B sources fresh, local 
produce, priorit izing 
Michigan-grown ingredi-
ents whenever possible, 
from Eastern Market and 
area farms. Each batch 
goes through a two-step 
cold-press process: first, 
fruits and vegetables are 

ground into a fine pulp, 
then pressed hydraulically 
to extract juice without 
heat — preserving nutri-
ents, enzymes and fl avor. 
After pressing, the juice is 
triple-strained, bottled and 
stored cold. It’s never pas-
teurized, preserved or 
high-pressure processed.

Rachael explained that 
this method keeps all the 
good stuff intact, so our 
bodies actually benefit 
from every sip. 

“It’s as close to drinking 
the plant in its pure form 
as you can get,” she said.

Even the leftover pulp 
doesn’t go to waste. It’s 
collected and taken to a 
community farm in Detroit, 
where it’s turned into 
nutrient-rich compost. 

“This closed-loop system 
reduces waste, enriches 
local soil and supports sus-
tainable urban agriculture, 
bringing our mission full 
circle from seed to sip,” 
Rachael said.

R&B offers 25 varieties 
of juice and several sea-
sonal blends. Each blend 
has a different purpose: 
detox, anti-infl ammatory, 
energy boost — you name 
it. Their signature green 
juice, Rhythm, is a fan 
favorite, made with cucum-
ber, celery, kale, cilantro, 
green apple, lemon, ginger 
and turmeric. Rave, their 
best-selling fruit-based 

juice, blends pineapple, 
ginger, turmeric and 
lemon.

Now, about R&B’s 
cleanses. These go beyond 
a single juice. The process: 
six bottles a day, spaced 
out every few hours, for 
one to fi ve days. The ben-
efits: support digestion, 
boost energy, reduce 
inflammation and give 
your body a break from 
processed foods, sugar, 
caffeine and alcohol. 

“Each juice is designed 
with a purpose,” Rachael 
said.

The results? Feeling 
lighter, clearer, more ener-
gized and less bloated. 

“A cleanse isn’t about 
deprivation,” she added. 
“It’s about resetting, rebal-
ancing and restoring. It’s 
one of the most effective 
ways to reconnect with 
how good your body is 
designed to feel.”

There are three cleanse 
options: Active (beginner-
friendly, most variety), 
Green (deeper healing, for 
experienced cleansers) 
and Keto (zero fruit sugar, 
designed to get or keep 
your body in ketosis). 
Depending on the dura-
tion, prices range from $69 
to $299. Preorders are pre-
ferred, but walk-ins are 
welcome depending on 
availability.

Beyond juice, R&B 
serves smoothies (10 vari-
eties), smoothie bowls, 
protein balls, entrées and 
more. Fan favorites include 
the Starry Sky smoothie 
(mango, coconut, banana, 
blue spirulina), the signa-
ture Açaí Bowl and rotat-
ing seasonal items like 
pumpkin pie and apple 
c r i s p  s m o o t h i e s . 
Everything is 100 percent 
vegan and gluten-free.

R&B also offers weekly 

hot meals, salads with 
housemade dressings and 
immune-boosting wellness 
shots. And yes, they have 
coffee, tea and 
matcha, too.

The shop is 
o n  s u m m e r 
break whi le 
awaiting a new 
j u i c e r ,  b u t 
Rachael sug-
gests following 
a l o n g  o n 
Instagram (@
rhythmandblue-
j u i c e )  o r 
F a c e b o o k 
(Rhythm + Blue 
Juice Co.) for 

updates, hours and sea-
sonal offerings.

I, for one, can’t wait to 
pop in for an iced matcha, 
order my fi rst cleanse and 
grab a smoothie bowl and 
a few protein balls come 
September. Honestly? I 
feel refreshed just writing 
this.

Fun Fact: Its signature 
green juice is The Rhythm, 
“because it keeps your 
body in rhythm.” The more 
you know!

Stay tuned. Stay juiced!

                         COURTESY PHOTOS

Rhythm & Blue Juice Co. 
storefront.

Steering health back on the right track

DEAR ANNIE: My 
brother and I are in our 
early 50s, and our mom 
has dementia. Our per-
sonal lives could not be 
more different. I have 
kids and have been mar-
ried for 25 years. I 
returned to the work-
force full time fi ve years 
ago after having been a 
stay-at-home mom. My 
brother is a newlywed of 
three years, no kids, and 
works on big projects for 
his line of work. He also 
has had some gaps 
between projects.

My brother is adamant 
that our mom not live in 
a nursing home, so he 

took her in about three 
months ago.

Prior to that, we shared 
caretaking in Mom’s 
home for about nine 
months, but we knew we 
couldn’t sustain it. We 
found ourselves leaving 
our spouses and children. 
Our work suffered, and 
we were exhausted. Now 
my brother has gotten 
overwhelmed and told 
me he is tired of doing 
more than me, which I 
acknowledge because 
she lives in his house.

His wife won’t come 
out to greet me when I 
visit to get my mom every 
weekend, and my brother 

will only communicate 
by text furiously -- if at 
all. He is physically 
exhausted and emotion-
ally overwhelmed and 
seeing a doctor for anxi-
ety and depression. He 
angrily confronts me (on 
text) and accuses me of 
being the cause of his 
anxiety, and then in front 
of our mom pretends he 
hasn’t accused me of 
awful things. He won’t 
meet with me and says 
he wants a mediator to 
work out what to do.

I have said I will not 
have her move in 
because I know I cannot 
handle it — emotionally 

or logistically.
There is bad history 

between my mom and 
me, and while I have 
mostly put it aside to 
assist, I know I cannot 
handle her in my home. I 
did take her in (pre-
dementia), and it took a 
toll on my well-being, 
and I felt unable to take 
care of my kids and 
myself ultimately.

I have to say no to taking 
on the care of my mom. 
How do I live without feel-
ing terrible when my 
brother has called me evil 
and demands more of me 
than I have to give? — Good 
Mom, Wife, Friend, and 

Evil Daughter and Sister

DEAR GOOD MOM: 
Why did you sign your 
letter “Evil Daughter and 
Sister”? You are a won-
derful daughter, trying 
the best you can. It 
sounds like you and your 
brother have differing 
opinions on what is in the 
best interest for your 
mother and her health. 
You both want what’s 
best for her and need to 
get on the same team. 
Perhaps you should meet 
with a mediator, as your 
brother proposed, and if 

you are dissatisfi ed with 
the meetings, you might 
seek a professional doc-
tor who can best advise 
as to what would help 
your mother live the best 
life she possibly can.

As for your brother 
blaming you for his 
depression and anxiety, 
that is unfortunate. He is 
clearly hurting and needs 
professional treatment.

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.
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Mom’s dementia is affecting
relationship with my brother

Vitamin packed blue spirulina at Rhythm & Blue Juice Co.

Smoothie bowls, clockwise 
from top left, Açaí, Blue 
Velvet, Warrior and Pink 
Ribbon.

Protein balls, clockwise 
from top left, Dubai 
Chocolate, Cookie Dough, 
Coffee Cake, Monster and 
Birthday.

Starry Sky and Green Light 
smoothies.

Iced matcha.

Seasonal salads.
Green juice and active 
cleanses.

Food Gossip
by Nina Taormina

Dear Annie
by Annie Lane
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by Anna Lizer

5 Out Of 5

Recently while on the 
beach enjoying some time 
off, I found myself the tar-
get of my children’s ridi-
cule (again). OK, yes, I was 
wearing readers under-
neath my sunglasses, 
which I figured wasn’t 
exactly cool. But what else 
was I to do? I decided then 
and there I had come up 
with a great invention. 
Unfortunately for me, a 
quick Google search and I 
discovered it’s already 
well-established.

After the disappoint-
ment of my zillion-dollar 
invention being foiled 
wore off, I ordered a three-

pack of sunglasses that are 
readers. And let me say, 
they did not disappoint. 
Yes, I will have to carry 
multiple pairs of glasses in 
my beach bag, but that’s 
OK — well worth it. Now I 
can look better and not 
have undue weight on the 
bridge of my nose at the 
pool or beach.

The design of the read-
ers actually is the same as 
the regular readers I prefer 
from Amazon. They are a 
medium-sized, relatively 
cool-in-a-nerdy-way shape 
— they are referred to as 
“classic, retro style” and 
are comfortable to wear. 

The colors that come in the 
set are black, brown tor-
toise and gray tortoise. At 
around $15 for three pairs, 
it’s a bargain. I will keep a 
pair in my beach bag, on 
the way out to my back-
yard and in my car.  

When your eyes start to 
fail and reading becomes 
difficult, it’s kind of 
depressing. But luckily it’s 
also inexpensive to buy 
lots of pairs, so when 
you inevitably sit on a 
pair or they go the way 
of socks in the laundry, 
it’s no big deal. Reading in 
the sunshine on a Grosse 
Pointe summer day is not 

to be missed! These get 5 
out of 5 alligators. You can 
fi nd them on amazon.com 
at tinyurl.com/3xdp2vpz

We LOVE testing out new 
things! Tell us about your 
favorite item or something 
you want us to try for you! 
Drop us a line at media@
grossepointenews.com.

For reasons too numer-
ous to delineate, sales of 
wine in the United States 
have come to a screech-
ing halt, leading to a lot of 
reasonably priced wines.

One factor that exac-
erbates this situation is 
that wine is perishable 
and cannot remain on 
the shelf for very long 
before it deteriorates. 
Take rosé wines. Some 
are now getting to be a 
bit long in the tooth.

Although wine bargains 
are evident throughout 
the country, some con-
sumers don’t know what 
to look for to fi nd the best 
values. Here are a few 
things to look for:

Chardonnay Alternatives: 
Chardonnay continues to 
be the best-selling white 
wine in the country, 
partly because it is richer 
and softer than many 
other whites. Though 
sauvignon blanc can 
often be equally engag-
ing, some have aromas 
that aren’t as broadly 
appealing.

But pinot blanc and 

albarino both can be 
tasty and similar in tex-
ture. The latter is usu-
ally slightly softer and 
broadly appealing.

Albarino, often found 
in the import aisle (it 
mainly comes from 
Spain), has recently 
been made in California 
and it delivers a fasci-
nating spicy aromatic 
that’s not dissimilar 
from gewurztraminer.

“American” wines: 
This is a relatively new 
category of inexpensive 
wines that usually are 
blends of California 
wine with as much as 25 
percent imported wine.

Regulations permit 
wine from overseas to 
be blended with domes-
tic wine. The result may 
be called “American.” 
Since most of  the 
imported wine in such 
blends comes here in 
bulk, it is inexpensive. 
Resulting blends can be 
tasty and often are 
excellent values.

Rosé: As previously 
mentioned, older pink 

wines may not be fresh. 
It is best to buy them 
young. In recent weeks, 
I tried several rosés 
from 2022 at bargain 
prices. Most were tired. 
Several roses from 2023 
are still fi ne.

Older reds: Many red 
wines can withstand 
some aging better than 
whites, so some older 
versions can still be 
fine. Since 2018 and 
2019 were both good 
vintages, several of 
these wines (especially 
from Sonoma County) 
can be good values. My 
rule of thumb is to seek 
out reds with lower 
alcohol levels for better 
fl avor and balance.

Rare Grapes: As with 
albarino (mentioned 
above), grapes that aren’t 
quite as popular often 
represent good values 
because most people do 
not know what they are 
going to get. Experiment 
with grapes like gamay 
noir (elegant red), tannat 
(dark, dense red), picpoul 
(citrusy white), vermen-
tino (spicy, vibrant 
white), petite verdot 
(dark, rich red), tempra-

nillo (ripe, elegant red), 
barbera (medium weight, 
crisp red). 

Wine of the Week:
2024 Bonny Doon 

Picpoul, Central Coast 
($17) — This widely 
available, delightfully 
fresh white wine has a 
hint of lime in the 
aroma, more citrus 
notes in the mid palate, 
and even though it is 
dry, it is still rather suc-
culent. This wine is 

intended to be con-
sumed young, but I 
recently tasted two 
older vintages (2022 
and 2023), and both 
wines were still in great 
shape.

To fi nd out more about 
Sonoma County resident 
Dan Berger, visit the 
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.com.
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Labor Day is a time 
for colorful summer 
foods and the celebration 
of the close of summer. 
The fall weather is slowly 
creeping in, giving us a 
glimpse of what’s to 
come. Only to fool us 
with a late September 
heat. The summer pro-
duce will still be in abun-
dance though so don’t 
fret.

When I look back at 
my summer cooking, I 
think of peaches. For me 
it was about discovering 
the versatility of the 
peach. The flavor of a 
ripe peach can be 
enhanced with sweet 
additions but it was the 
savory additions that I 
played with the most. 
Grilled smokey peaches 
with brie and salty pro-
sciutto, raw with tangy 
goat cheese, roasted with 
spices and honey served 
with a big scoop of 
vanilla ice cream are just 
a few of the ways we ate 
peaches this summer.

I added them to sal-
ads, hors d’oeuvres, 
paired them with fresh 
herbs and even as a sim-
ple side to grilled meats. 
These of course were all 
in addition to the purely 
cut wedges I would enjoy 
in the mornings. 

The peach though 
could never compare 
with picking up freshly 
picked berries at the 
farmers market. Most 

times we ate them right 
out of the container on 
the car ride home. The 
lucky one being those 
who got to carry the ber-
ries on their lap. I had a 
few ideas to make lemon 
blueberry crumble or 
strawberry cake but my 
family was happiest eat-
ing berries in their natu-
ral state, untouched. So, 
I thought I would close 
out my summer writing 
with a berry recipe.

This is an easy trifl e 
that’s layered with a 
fresh cream and lemon 
curd fi lling, store-bought 
pound cake and berries. 
Use your best judgment 
when choosing your 
berry combination. One 
of my kids isn’t a fan of 
blueberries so I used 
less.

Decorate the top any 
way that makes you 
happy. And remember 
you are working with 
red, white and blue so 
you have the opportunity 
to make it as festive as 
you want. This is a great 
make ahead dessert that 
feeds about six people. 
So, you may need to dou-
ble it for a crowd. Happy 
Labor Day everyone!

Cheers, Mombeau

Berry and Lemon Curd 
Trifl e

1 oz package of cream 
cheese, softened

¾ cup lemon curd

1 tsp vanilla extract

Zest of one lemon

1½ cups heavy whip-
ping cream

2 tbsp powdered sugar

1 pint fresh blueberries, 
washed

2 pints fresh, sliced 
strawberries, washed

2 pints fresh raspberries, 
washed

 2 10oz store-bought 
pound cakes

In the bowl of a stand-
ing mixer, add in the 
cream cheese, lemon curd 
zest and vanilla. Mix 
together until combined 
and smooth. Scrape the 
mixture out into a large 
bowl and set aside.

Rinse out the mixing 
bowl and add in the 
heavy cream and sugar. 
Beat until you have soft 
peaks. Fold the whipped 
cream into the lemon 
curd mixture. 

To assemble the trifl e, 
use either a trifl e dish or 
wide bowl with a fl at bot-
tom. Crumble half of a 
pound cake into the bot-
tom of your dish. Next 
add one quarter of the 
lemon curd mixture. Top 

with one quarter of the 
berries. Repeat this pro-
cess three more times, 

ending with the lemon 
mixture and then fresh 
berries. Cover and let sit 

in the fridge for an hour. 
Spoon onto small plates 
and enjoy!

Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

Bargain wines

PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON

CALL in for CARRY-OUTCALL in for CARRY-OUT

18666 Mack Avenue,
Grosse Pointe Farms 313-881-5675
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Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

End of summer berries
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MOVIE REVIEW
“Sweet As”

2022 - Not Rated
1 hr 27 min
★★★★★

This is a sweet coming 
of age fi lm that tells the 
story of a young girl dis-
covering herself and the 
beauty of the world 
around her. It’s also a 
landmark fi lm, because 
it’s the first Australian 
fi lm directed by an indig-
enous person. Jub Clerc 
directed and co-wrote it 
a long  wi th  S teve 
Rodgers. “Sweet As” is a 
semi-biographical movie 
based on Clerc’s partici-
pation in a photography 
camp when she was a 
teenager back in the 
1980s. It proved to be a 
life-changing experience 
for her and ultimately led 
to her passion for the 
visual arts. This beautiful 
movie is an updated 
retelling of her fascinat-
ing story.

Murra, played by 
Shantae Barnes-Cowan 
(“The Redemption,” 
“Wyrmwood Apocalypse”), 
is a young Aboriginal girl 
living with her single 

mother Grace (Ngaire 
Pigram). One evening 
Murra comes home to a 
wild, drug- and alcohol- 
fueled party. Things start 
to get out of hand when 
one of Grace’s friends 
chases after Murra and 
tries to break into her 
bedroom. She calls her 
uncle Ian (Mark Coles 
Smith), a policeman who 
breaks up the party and 
takes Murra home with 
him. She has a room at 
his house and it’s clear 
by the way it’s decorated, 
she’s stayed here before. 

Ian does his best to 
look out for Murra. As an 
alternative to putting her 
in the Protective Services 
system, he signs Murra 
up for a photography 
camp. It’s an innovative 
program that gets at-risk 
kids out into the country 
and introduces them to 
the world of photogra-
phy. A handful of teens 
have been chosen to ven-
ture into the remote 
Pilbara region of Western 
Australia. It’s a wild and 
visually stunning part of 
the country. At first, 
Murra is reluctant to join 
the group, but she resigns 

herself to the fact that it 
beats the alternative. 

The group is clearly in 
safe hands. The driver 
and leader of the expedi-
tion is steadfast and no-
nonsense Mitch ((Tasma 
Walton). Like Murra, 
she’s also of Aboriginal 
descent. Nando (Carlos 
Sanson Jr.), a handsome, 
gentle Latin-American 
refugee is the photogra-
phy expert, and he’s just 
bubbling with enthusiasm 
at the opportunity to 
introduce these teens to 
photography and share 
his knowledge with them. 

Murra is introduced to 
the rest of the group. 
There’s the other girl 
Kylie (Mikayla Levy) 
who’s the free-spirited 
rebel of the pack. When 
the teens are forced to 
turn in their phones in 
exchange for a camera at 
the beginning of the trip, 
Kylie secretly hides a 
second phone so she can 
keep in constant contact 
with her much older and 
controlling boyfriend. 
Sean (Andrew Wallace) 
is an intelligent, quiet 
boy who’s there because 
of his numerous suicide 

attempts. Rounding out 
the group is Elvis (Pedrea 
Jackson),  a super-
friendly, likable sort who 
gets along with every-
one. It isn’t till much 
later in the fi lm when we 
learn his tragic back-
ground. 

As one would expect 
when throwing a bunch 
of disparate teens 
together, there’s a bit of 
friction at fi rst between 
the kids. The tension is 
part icular ly  s trong 
between Murra and Kylie 
— they’re both head-
strong and determined 
y o u n g  w o m e n . 
Eventually they resolve 
their differences and 
become chums.

The adventure the 
group embarks on is 
truly eye-opening. They 
head into a desolate and 
stunning part of the 
country. It’s a region 
held sacred by the indig-
enous people who have 
great respect for the 
land, its fl ora and fauna 
and especially its people. 
Nando teaches the teens 
the importance of really 
looking at the world and 
having the photographs 
they take speak from 
their hearts. A good deal 
of the story focuses on 
Murra and her interpre-
tation of what she visual-
izes. Whenever she takes 
a photo, the frame 
freezes for a few seconds 
and the title she gives it 
appears on the screen. 
It’s a clever device that 
works well to explain 
how she views her sur-
roundings.

In addition to the excel-
lent acting, a couple of 
other factors help con-
tribute to making this 
such a powerful film. I 
especially enjoyed the 
soundtrack. It’s a wide 
variety of indigenous 

music which ranges from 
upbeat reggae style 
tunes, to quiet, thoughtful 
folk numbers. I doubt it’s 
available to purchase, but 
I’d be the fi rst in line to 
buy it if it was. Then 
there’s the brilliant cam-
erawork of cinematogra-
pher Katie Milwright. 
She not only uses close-
ups of the kids to help 
convey what they’re 
experiencing, she paints 
a beautiful cinematic por-
trait of the landscape. It’s 
a part of the country 
that’s unlike anything 
I’ve ever seen before. The 
rich, red ochre mountains 
almost look fake, they’re 
that colorful. We’re 
treated to one surprising 
scene after another.

This is one of those 
fi lms where I can totally 
empathize with the main 
character. Sure, she’s an 
Aboriginal teenage girl 
living with an alcoholic, 
drug abusing mother in 
Western Australia, par-
ticipating in a photogra-
phy camp.  And I’m, 
well...just about the 
opposite. When I was a 
freshman in high school, 
I was a bit of a drifter and 
struggled to fi t in. Then I 
took a photography class 
with an inspiring teacher 
who not only taught me 
how to take photos and 
use the darkroom, he 
changed the way I looked 
at the world. He almost 
single-handedly turned 
my life around. A little 
bit like Murra’s story.

I can’t recommend this 
movie highly enough. 
I’m not surprised it’s 
received numerous 
awards at various film 
festivals including TIFF 
a n d  t h e  B e r l i n 
In ternat iona l  F i lm 
Festival. It’s one I think 
the whole family will 
enjoy. 

Note to parents: The 
fi lm is not rated but I’d 
probably rate it PG-13. 
There’s a little bit of 
swearing and some 
underage drinking. But I 
think overall, the subject 
matter is appropriate for 
teens. 

Currently streaming 
for free on Hoopla with 
your library card. And to 
rent on Apple TV and 
Amazon. 

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your 
queue, you might watch 
it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

If you have any sugges-
tions, feel free to email 
m e  a t : 
dominmark@yahoo .
com. 

Also, if you’re looking 
for more recommenda-
tions, be sure to check 
out my blog: moviejunk-
iemark.blogspot.com.

                                                            PHOTOS COURTESY OF ROADSHOW FILMS AND FREESTYLE DIGITAL MEDIA.

Shantae Barnes-Cowan as Murra in the 2022 movie “Sweet As,” written 
by Jub Clerc and Steve Rodgers and directed by Jub Clerc.

Mitch played by Tasma Walton.
Sean (Andrew Wallace) and Murra (Shantae 
Barnes-Cowan). Murra takes in the scenery.

Out for a day hike.

The whole gang ready to head out.

Nando (Carlos Sanson Jr.) and Murra 
(Shantae Barnes-Cowan).

The dramatic scenery.

by Mark Domin
“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”

Movie Junkie Mark
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Contract BridgeContract Bridge
SHERLOCK HOLMES

“Your recent behavior has been 
quite astonishing, Holmes. For one 
who prides himself on being pains-
takingly careful, you have been 
remarkably careless of late.”

“Watson, my dear fellow,” the great 
detective replied, “what on earth are 
you talking about?”

“Your alarmingly casual manner 
at bridge last night. In particular, 
that five-club hand where West led 
the K-A and another heart, which 
you ruffed. All that remained was to 
resolve how to play the trump suit, but 
instead you fiddled around with the 
diamonds and spades.”

“It was all quite necessary,” Holmes 

countered. “In order to play my trumps 
properly, I had to obtain a count of the 
other suits. Of course, I already knew 
how the spades were distributed.”

“Spades? But Holmes, the oppo-
nents had bid diamonds and hearts, 
not spades.”

“Come now, Watson, surely you 
remember the case of the dog that did 
not bark in the night. Spades were 
not mentioned by either opponent, so 
that suit had to be divided 4-4. And 
while East had to have four hearts 
for his bid, the diamond distribution 
was uncertain. In order to learn how 
many West had, I led a diamond to the 
ace, ruffed a diamond, led a spade to 
the king and ruffed another diamond. 
When East showed out, I knew West 
had started with precisely five dia-
monds, four spades, three hearts and 
hence one club.”

“But West’s singleton club could 
have been the queen,” Watson pro-
tested. “He had, after all, opened the 
bidding.”

“The singleton queen was not very 
likely. East needed six points for his 
heart response, and these were known 
not to include the A-K of hearts or the 
king of diamonds. And if East had the 
Q-J of spades, this would mean that 
West had opened with 12 points, two 
of which would be a singleton queen 
—surely unlikely. So, when I led 
a spade to the ace and took the club 
finesse, it was almost certain to suc-
ceed. Indeed, it was all quite elemen-
tary, my dear Watson.”

©2025 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve BeckerWeekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
Moon Alert: There 

are no restrictions to 
shopping or important 
decisions today. The 
Moon is in SCORPIO. 

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, August 28, 
2025:

You’re creative and 
independent. You’re 
a l s o  d e t e r m i n e d , 
grounded and imagi-
native. This is the 
final year of a nine-
year  cycle ,  which 
means it’s time to take 
inventory of your life. 
Let go of the people, 
places and things in 
the past that have 
h e l d  y o u  b a c k . 
C o m m u n e  w i t h 
nature. Reap rewards.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
Enjoy relations with 

co-workers today. This 
is a positive day at 
work. You could also 
hear encouraging news 
about your health, or 
some of you will be 
delighted with a pet. 
Today something unex-
pected might give you 
pause (little furry ones). 
Tonight: Kind feelings.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

Be prepared to compro-
mise with others today, 
because the Moon is 
opposite your sign. 
Nevertheless, it’s a lovely 
day to schmooze with oth-
ers. Romance is in the air. 
You’ll enjoy entertaining 
at home. A relationship 
with someone might feel 
fated, as if it were written 
in the stars. Tonight: 
Mystical thoughts.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

Relations with family 
members (especially 
parents) are positive 
today. In fact, you’re on 
great terms with sib-
lings, neighbors and 
daily contacts. Because 
you feel friendly, you 
might entertain at 
home, perhaps with an 
intriguing romantic 
interest. You also might 
encounter a surprise. 
Tonight: A good friend.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Your communication 
skills are excellent today, 
which is why you’ll enjoy 
chatting with everyone. 
You’ll also enjoy a short trip. 
Basically, you want to get 
out and touch the world 
more. Meanwhile, you 
might be surprised at how 
others view you today. 
Tonight: You’re admired.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

Romance is in the air 
today, which is why you’ll 
be happy to accept invita-
tions to party and socialize! 
You are particularly charm-
ing (and you probably 
know this). This is also an 
excellent day for fi nancial 
discussions as well as shop-
ping. Tonight: You feel 
appreciation.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Today the Sun is in your 
sign dancing beautifully 
with the Moon, which pro-
motes all your interactions 
with others. It will be easy to 
make friends today. 
Meanwhile, surprising 
opportunities might arise 
from unexpected corners. 
Listen to offers from bosses 
and authority figures. 
Tonight: Mutual generosity.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Because you feel warm-
hearted to others today, 
you will be generous, 
especially to someone in 
need. This could be 
because someone close to 
you tells you something 
surprising, which, in turn, 
creates a reaction within 
you. As a result, you feel 
you want to help. Tonight: 
Warm relations.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Relations with others 
are warm and responsive 
today, which is why you’ll 
enjoy your popularity 
with others. Make con-
tact with groups and 
organizations. But you 
might be caught off guard 
by something or some-
one’s actions at work 
today. Tonight: Work.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Everything is going 
your way today. You 
make a wonderful 
impression on others. 
Dealings with other cul-
tures and people who are 
different from you are 
successful, even appeal-
ing, in a romantic way. 
This is why a flirtation 
might sneak up on you 
and catch you off guard. 
Tonight: Romance!

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

It’s a popular day! 
Enjoy schmoozing with 
others, especially female 
colleagues, whether indi-
vidually or in groups. 
Your ambition is aroused; 
however, you’re also 
keen to travel and break 
away from routine. 
Meanwhile, passionate 
feelings about someone 
lurk beneath the surface. 
Promising possibilities? 
Tonight: Sympathetic 
support.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

You’re high-viz today, 
and quite likely, people 
admire you. In particular, 
fi nancial negotiations will 
go well. Meanwhile, rela-
tions with those who are 
closest to you are warm 
and reassuring. This is a 
lovely day for romance, 
socializing and having 
fun! Tonight: Ideals.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

Be ready for social invi-
tations or unexpected 
arrangements from oth-
ers that might catch you 
off guard. You might ini-
tially reach out to help 
someone, for example. Or 
you might want to buy art 
or something beautiful. 
Whatever the case, one 
thing might lead to 
another — and you’re in 
love. Tonight: Love of 
beauty.

BORN TODAY
Actor Jack Black 

(1969), singer-songwriter 
Shania Twain (1965), 
actress Jennifer Coolidge 
(1961).
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© 2025 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 8/21 Solution

Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

8/28

Universal Crossword

© 2025 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg August 28, 2025

8/21 Solution

Drawing Conclusions by Daniel Grinberg8/28

ACROSS
 1 “Yeah ... but 

not exactly”
 6 Made some 

calls at 
home?

11 Native New 
Yorker

13 Confi dent 
and charming

14 Keep 
causing 
destruction

15 Source of 
American 
demographic 
info

19 Lyft ride 
guesses, 
for short

20 Former 
Yankee Jeter

22 Gillette razor 
since 1977

23 ___ exhibit
24 Capture 

through 
deceit

25 Aruba or 
Cuba

27 Getting a 
nicer breeze

29 Complete, as 
a tattoo

30 Currently 
being 
displayed

31 Garment for 
Caesar

32 Ranch 
dressing, e.g.

35 Earned a 
perfect 
score on

36 Add fuel to 
the tank

38 The middle 
part of TMI

39 “I’m Just 
___” (Ryan 
Gosling song)

40 Guard dog’s 
warning

 41 Fled to wed
 43 Car’s security 

feature
 45 They’re easy 

to grasp
 46 Lead-in to 

“the above” 
or “your 
beeswax”

 48 Tough spot
 49 Gives one’s 

blessing to
 51 Characters’ 

trajectories
 52 Longtime 

Japanese 
carmaker

 54 Nation 
beside Saudi 
Arabia

 55 Listens 
closely (to)

 57 French 
Polynesian 
destination

 59 ___ dressing
 60 Like some 

rum and tea
 61 In an 

unusual way
 62 Sheriff’s group
DOWN
  1 Asian nation 

formally split 
in 1948

  2 Under 
hypnosis, 
maybe

  3 Alternative 
to Debbie 
Downer

  4 Runs out of 
power

  5 Hoopla
  6 Seize, as 

power
  7 Source of 

inspiration
  8 Cushioning 

for fragile 
shipments

  9 First woman 
in the Bible

 10 Alaskan 
national park

 12 “The 
Amazing 
Spider-Man” 
star

 16 Funny 
performers ... 
or the ends 
of 3-, 8- and 
12-Down?

 17 Vase on a 
pedestal

 18 Forlorn
 21 Word before 

“drum” or 
“drop”

 24 1-1, for one
 26 Jamaican 

music genre
 28 Get ___ of 

(shed)
 29 Note 

promising 
repayment

 30 Acorn 
producer

 31 “Naughty!”
 33 Footwear for 

some Winter 
Olympians

 34 Degree for 
many profs

 37 Site for a 
sleeve tattoo

 38 Miss Piggy’s 
“Me?!”

 40 Bun in 
Chinese 
cuisine

 42 ’60s 
psychedelic

 44 To a smaller 
degree

 45 Industry, 
informally

 46 Afternoon 
recharge

 47 Pop singer 
Rita

 48 Pal
 50 Indirectly 

nasty
 53 Mammal with 

fl ippers
 54 Home of the 

Bengals and 
Browns

 56 “I ___ a 
hunch!”

 58 Spotify or 
Shazam

8/28

DOWN
  1 Asian nation 

formally split 
in 1948

  2 Under 
hypnosis, 
maybe

  3 Alternative 
to Debbie 
Downer

  4 Runs out of 
power

  5 Hoopla
  6 Seize, as 

power
  7 Source of 

inspiration
  8 Cushioning 

for fragile 
shipments

  9 First woman 
in the Bible

Weekly   ChallengeWeekly   Challenge



6C   GROSSE POINTE NEWS, AUGUST 28, 2025

Wumo Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler

Carpe Diem Niklas Eriksson

Andy Capp Reg Smythe

Flying McCoys     Glenn McCoy
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B.C. Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Crankshaft Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
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Scott Ketchum, Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton

“you know... you’re a hard one
to interrupt!”

Dennis the Menace  Hank Ketchum,

 Mother Goose and Grim Mike Peters

Beetle Bailey Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker
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Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John ReinerThe Lockhorns

“must you snap, crackle and pop?”

Bizarro     Dan Piraro and Wayno

Reality Check      Dave Whamond

thursday    Comics
          Peanuts Charles M. Schulz
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Blondie Chris and Dean Young

©
20

25
 b

y 
Ki

ng
 F

ea
yu

re
s 

Sy
nd

ic
at

e,
 In

c.
 W

or
ld

 r
ig

ht
s 

re
se

ve
d

Family Circus Bill and Jeff Keane

©2025 Bill Keane, Inc. 
Dist. by King Features Synd. 
www.familycircus.com

  Ziggy Tom Wilson

Over The Hedge Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus Tony Carrilo

Wizard of Id        Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Hagar The Horrible   (Dik Browne & Chris Browne Original Creators)     Bob Webber Jr. and Gary Hallgren
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“Tell me again why we need to buy a new 
garbage disposal?”

Popeye Bud Sagendorf

Crock Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

 Close To Home        John McPherson

“Here’s a script for medical marijuana.
This second one is for paranoia and this 
last one is for an appetite suppressant.”

           Garfield Jim Davis

Marmaduke Paul & Brad Anderson
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“I’m havin’ a catch with God. I throw 
the ball up and He throws it back.”

thursday   Comics
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CAPTAIN
CODE
CREATURE
CREW
DESIGN
DOOR
FUEL
HELP
HUG
OPEN
PLANET
RESCUE
SEARCH
SPELL
SUN
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Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.

Imagine you will be 
traveling in space for a 

week. Find 10 things in the 
newspaper you’d like to 

take along with you.

Lift Off!

The noun constellation
means a group of stars 

that seem to form a 
pattern or picture.

CONSTELLATION

Try to use the word 
constellation in a sentence 

today when talking with your 
friends and family members.

The Big Dipper is the most 
famous constellation.

This week’s word:

Standards Link: Vocabulary & Concept 
Development: Students understand and 

explain antonyms.Standards Link: Vocabulary & Concept Development: Students understand and explain antonyms.

Homonyms are 
words that sound 

the same but mean 
different things. 

Look through the 
newspaper to find a 

homonym for each of 
the following words:

Standards Link: Vocabulary & 
Concept Development: Students 

understand homonyms.

Homonym
Search

Standards Link: Spelling: Students spell grade-level sight words correctly.

Cut out a newspaper photo and glue it to a 
piece of paper. Under the photo, write a 
sentence telling what you think happened 
before the photo was taken. Then write a 
sentence telling what you think happened after 
the photo was taken.

Befor and After

MESSAGE FROM THE CAPTAIN:

The Kid Scoop Explorer has landed 
on an unexplored planet. When 
you open the door of the 
spaceship, a strange creature 
greets you.

“Go away!” says the creature. 
At the same time, it gives you a 
big hug!

What is going on? As soon as you 
use the code to learn the name 
of the planet, you’ll understand.

Captain’s Challenge

Open and 
Shut

Emergency 
Landing

A
C
M
N

=
=
=
=

O
S
T
Y

=
=
=
=

Launch yourself into the 
newspaper and find a word that 
means the opposite of each of 

these words:

Choose one page of the 
newspaper. On that page 
find and circle one of each 
of the letters that spell 
the word “constellation.”

Connect the circled letters 
like a dot to dot.

Look at the design you 
have made. What could 
it be? Give your design 
a name.

Now do the same thing 
with each of your spelling 
and/or vocabulary words.

orrectly.

u
uld ld
n 

ng
elling
ords.

This activity from 
NASA explains how 
to use beads and string 
to make a model that 
shows the relative 
distances between the 
sun and planets in our 
solar system. For the 
full directions go to: 
jpl.nasa.gov/edu/resou
rces/lesson-plan/solar-
system-bead-activity

Start your scale model 
by cutting a 5.0 meter 
piece of string and 
tying the largest “sun” 
bead to one end using 
a double knot.

Using the distances in 
centimeters, measure 
the distance from the 
sun on the string to 
each planet.

Tie a colored bead in 
place for each planet 
using a double knot. 
Note: The bead 
colors are rough 
approximations of the 
colors of the planets 
and the sun. However, 
you can use whatever 
color of beads you 
have handy.

Sun
0 cm
Yellow

Mercury
4 cm
Solid Red

Venus
7 cm
Cream

Earth
10 cm
Clear Blue

Mars
15 cm
Clear Red

Jupiter
52 cm
Orange

Saturn
96 cm
Clear Gold

Uranus
192 cm
Dark Blue

Neptune
300 cm
Light Blue

Make a Scale Model 
of the Solar System

Read the above message from the 

captain. Find each of the letters 

that spell the word “adventure.” 

Connect the letters with lines. 
What does your design look like?

Alphabet Constellations

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions. Visual Arts: 
Create collages using a variety of media.

Use pictures of people 
in the newspaper to 
find and cut out 
different parts of a 
person’s face. Glue the 
parts here to create 
the face of the leader 
of the planet.

Take Me 
to Your 
Leader!

Your Neighborhood
It’s what’s most important to you, to your 

kids, to your family. It’s easy to stay on top 
of what is happening around you with the Subscribing is easy. 

Call 313.343.5578
or visit grossepointenews.com

$4 50 Annual subscription, 
delivered weekly with 
24/7 online access
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Who You Hire Matters.
With 30 years of experience helping buyers and
sellers in Grosse Pointe—and a lifetime as a resident—
I bring unmatched local knowledge, proven results,
and a deep commitment to this community.
Real estate isn’t just my job—it’s personal.

DINO RICCI
#DinoSells  313-460-2225
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There are few better 
ways to start a new sea-
son than what Grosse 
Pointe South varsity 
fi eld hockey has done. 
In their fi rst season as 
an MHSAA-recognized 
sport ,  South  f ie ld 
hockey kicked things 
off with a landmark win 
over one of the state’s 
perennial powerhouses, 
defeating Dexter 1-0 
Tuesday, Aug. 19. 

Prior to last week, the 
Blue Devils had never 
beaten Dexter, who has 
made it to the state 
championship game in 
Division 2 each of the 
past three seasons and 
won the title twice. 
South fi nally was able to 
t a k e  d o w n  t h e 
Dreadnaughts last week 
in a close game that was 
decided by a long goal, 
scored by junior Hannah 
Agnone, with an assist 
f r o m  s e n i o r  E v i e 
Wodzisz. 

“Earning a win in our 
season opener against a 
top program in the state 
set a new benchmark 

for our program,” South 
field hockey coach 

Jessie Rouleau said. 
“This is an incredible 

group of athletes who 
brought maximum pres-

sure for 60 minutes. I’m 
incredibly proud of their 

effort.”
The win would not 

have been possible 
without a strong defen-
sive performance by the 
Blue Devils. Junior 
goalkeeper  Harr iet 
Kowalski made 14 saves 
to get the shutout for 
South. 

South continued the 
momentum from its win 
over Dexter into its next 
game Thursday, Aug. 
21, against Ann Arbor 
Father Gabriel Richard. 
The Blue Devils came 
away with a 4-1 win to 
start the season with 
back-to-back victories. 

Wodzisz scored twice 
for South in the win 
over Gabriel Richard 
and also had an assist. 
The team’s other goals 
were scored by senior 
Andee Baker and fresh-
man Therese Carron.

S o u t h  h o s t e d 
Cranbrook after press 
time Tuesday, Aug. 26, 
and Plymouth-Canton 
Wednesday, Aug. 27. 
The Blue Devils take the 
fi eld again Wednesday, 
Sept. 3, at home against 
Marian, starting at 7:30 
p.m.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

South field hockey starts strong, 
beats Dexter for first time ever

PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE SOUTH ATHLETICS

South fi eld hockey players and coaches wait anxiously on the bench during a close game against Dexter 
last Tuesday, Aug 19. The Blue Devils won 1-0, beating the Dreadnaughts for the fi rst time in program 
history.

North cross country hits ground 
running in opening meets of 2025

The boys and girls var-
sity cross-country teams 
from Grosse Pointe 
North laced up their 
running shoes and took 
to the course last week 
for some of the first 
races of the new season. 
The teams were focused 
on starting the season 
strong and the boys 
team did just that with a 
second-place finish at 
t h e  H a p p y  A c r e s 
Invitational Saturday, 
Aug. 23. 

North’s boys team 
made the  t r ip  to 
Webberville over the 
weekend for its first 
meet of the year and the 
journey was well worth 
it. The Norsemen fin-
ished second with 59 
points, just behind 
champion Williamston 
with 52 points (lowest 
score wins). North’s 
push for a top fi nish was 
helped by having five 
runners fi nish in the top 
25 of the entire fi eld. 

Sophomore Dylan 
Phillips took fi fth place 
overall, running the 5K 
course in a personal-
best time of 17:34. 
Senior Paul Stephens 
crossed the fi nish line in 
11th place with a time of 
1 8 : 1 2 .  T e a m m a t e s 
William Henze and Jack 
Bugeja were not far 
behind, fi nishing in 13th 
and 14th place, respec-
tively. Freshmen Ben 
Dawson and Liam 
Murphy rounded out 
North’s top seven run-
ners in their debut race.

“It was a fi ne effort for 
our fi rst race, especially 
since we were missing 
several runners,” North 
boys cross-country 
coach Jim Fisher said. 
“Dylan showed a lot of 
fortitude, especially in 
the latter half of the 
race. Paul Stephens set 
the tone for the team by 
getting out quickly the 
first mile. I was very 
encouraged by the way 
Henze, Bugeja and 
Bartkowicz stayed fairly 
close together; this will 
help our team score in 
future races.”

The boys team for 
North will race again 
Thursday, Aug. 28, in 
the Earlybird Invitational 
at Anchor Bay.

North’s girls team 
traveled to Bay City 
Western for the Night 
Light Invitational Friday, 
Aug. 22. The Norsemen 
finished eighth overall 
as a team, with one run-
ner making it into the 
top 25. 

That runner was soph-
omore Maylin Parish, 
who crossed the fi nish 
line 23rd with a time of 
22:10. Other top runners 
for North included 
senior Avery Boutell, 
who fi nished 61st, and 
s o p h o m o r e  E r i n 
Doolittle in 74th place. 

The North girls squad 
ran in the Tiger Cross 
Country Relays at 
Armada after press time 
Wednesday, Aug. 27. 
The Norsemen are set to 
race again Wednesday, 
Sept. 3, in the MAC Red 
Jamboree at Stoney 
Creek Metropark. 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

COURTESY PHOTO

Senior Jack Bugeja, right, and sophomore Jack Bartkowicz helped the Norsemen to a second-place fi nish 
at the Happy Acres Invitational in Webberville last Saturday, Aug. 23.
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Liggett girls golf celebrates 
historic first win for program

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSITY LIGGETT ATHLETICS

University Liggett School varsity girls golf earned its fi rst victory in program history last Thursday, Aug. 21, and it came against a crosstown foe. The Knights de-
feated Grosse Pointe North by a narrow margin of one stroke, beating the Norsemen 259-260 in a match at Lochmoor Club. Freshman Olivia Robinson led 
Liggett with a score of 55 over nine holes, while sophomore Antonia Randazzo had the team’s second-lowest score at 61. 
The Knights suffered a loss to Sacred Heart Monday, Aug. 25. The team hits the links again Tuesday, Sept. 9, taking on Regina at St. Clair Shores Golf Club.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
YOUR CONTACT AND BILLING INFORMATION

NAME:

STREET ADDRESS:

CITY:                                                         STATE:                ZIP:

PHONE

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

CARD NO:                                                                 EXP. DATE:

Prepayment is required. We accept credit cards, cash and check.

Place an Order
MAIL OR FAX THIS FORM (OR PLACE AN ORDER ON OUR WEB SITE)
Grosse Pointe News
Mail: Classified Advertising, 16980 Kercheval Pl., Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT

CLASSIFICATION NAME:

Phone: (313) 882-6900 Ext. 4 Fax: (313) 882-1585

Web: grossepointenews.com 

Email: classifieds@grossepointenews.com

$25 FOR 35 WORDS. ADDITIONAL WORDS, .30¢ EACH. CALL FOR COLOR!

NO. OF WEEKS:                  X   COST PER WEEK:                =   TOTAL:                 

35                      $25.00

40                      $26.5039                      $26.2038                      $25.9037                      $25.6036                      $25.30

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 4 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required.
We accept credit cards, cash 
and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WORD ADS:
35 words for $25.00;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP
We reserve the right to classify 
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CORRECTIONS
AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified 
advertising errors is limited to either  
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error. 
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue. 
We assume no responsibility for the 
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

119 TRANSPORTATION /
TRAVEL

586-291-1348

AIRPORT
SHUTTLE!

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

210 HELP WANTED
RESTAURANT

210 HELP WANTED
RESTAURANT

300 SITUATIONS WANTED
BABYSITTERS

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

312 SITUATION WANTED
ORGANIZING

(313)882-6900 ext. 1 (313)882-6900 ext. 1 (313)882-6900 ext. 1

CLASSIFIEDS
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705 HOUSES FOR RENT
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

HOUSE FOR RENT
117 Mapleton

Street,
Grosse Pointe

Farms,
Backdoor

entrance ramp.
NO pets,

4 bedroom, 3. 5
bath, 2 car garage.
$1,900. per month.

(313)410-1222

709 TOWNHOUSES /
CONDOS FOR RENT

420 Riviera Terrace,
beautiful

2 bedroom condo,
9 mile & Jefferson

heart of the
Nautical Mile,
$1,350 month,
balcony, pool.

See full description
and pictures at

Zillow.com
 https://www.

zillow.com/home
details/420-

Riviera-Dr-420-
Saint-

Clair-Shores

701 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
DETROIT/WAYNE COUNTY

MARLBOROUGH
ESTATES

Move in by 9/ 1/ 25.
 Select 2 bedrooms
 renting at $1,168
& 3 bedrooms at

$1,348.
 Discover the charm
of a New York style

walk- up in the
heart of Detroit!
 Modern interior

with washer/ dryer.
 Minutes away from

 Grosse Pointe,
Wayne State
 & Midtown.

Non- smoking.
No pets.

Come take a tour.
 (E. Jefferson Ave/
east of Chalmers)

 For more
information

 Call (313)469-0656
 Or email:

 marlborough@
continentalmgt.com

Property For Rent

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

8,000 sq. ft.
ST. PAUL

LUTHERAN CHURCH
RUMMAGE SALE

September 5, 9- 4,
September 6,

(half price day), 9- 2.
Beautifully

organized in 20+
departments with

large Boutique.
Clothes $10

a grocery bag.
375 Lothrop,

Grosse Pointe
Farms

HUGE YARD SALE
MULTIFAMILY
MOVING SALE

Furniture, china,
children's items,

clothes...
EVERYTHING

MUST GO
Saturday, Sunday,
August 30, 31, 9- 5
1066 Maryland St.
Grosse Pointe Park

48230

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

Yard & Estate Sale Map

THIS WEEK:
1.  1066 Maryland St., GPP

See Classifieds for more details = ESTATE SALE = YARD SALE

1

Have
You

Heard?
You’ll sell it

FASTER here!

classifieds
313-882-6900

907 BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
Basement

Waterproofing
313-886-8088
911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
Masonry • Tuckpointing

Porches • Walkways
313-886-8088

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

SAFE STEP
North America's
#1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive

lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line
installation and

service.
Now featuring our

FREE shower
package and

$1,600 Off for a
limited time!
Call today!

Financing available.
Call Safe Step

1(855)861-4501

914 CARPENTRY

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

915 CARPET CLEANING

EXPERT
CARPET CLEANING

 Residential
 Commercial

 4 Generations
 Since 1954

 Carpets
 Upholstery

 Water Extraction
 Perry Teolis

 (586)779-0411

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling
Unwanted Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean Outs
•Basement/

  Garage Clean Out
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

"Chip" 
Gibson 

Painting
Painting & Plaster

ChipGibsonPainting@yahoo.com
(313) 884-5764

930 ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Electrical Work
Handyman Services

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER • WINDOW
CLEANING

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER
GARDENER

serving the finest
Grosse Pointe

homes
since 1979.

Tired of
Companies?

Affordable next day
personalized

service.
Provencal,

Lake Shore and
condo experience.
Expert trimming,

 weeding, bed
edging, cultivating,

shrub & flower
planting,

rose pruning,
ornamental shrub

and tree care,
mulch, plus more.

Ron Tyjenski
(313)377-1467

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB
Tree Removal/

Trimming
Stump Grinding

FREE ESTIMATES
45% OFF SPRING

DISCOUNTS
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

* FIREWOOD *
AVAILABLE
25 Years

(586)216-0904
davestreeandshrub.

com

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

POINTES
LANDSCAPING LLC

 Serving the
eastside full service

landscaping for
10+ years!

 Fully insured and
Free estimates!

 Weekly cut, edge,
and blow starting at

Just $40.
 Call Josh at

(313)407-6523

944 GUTTERS

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Handyman Service
Electrical - Plumbing

Carpentry

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

945 HANDYMAN

We're your
"TO DO"

list handymen!
Let us help you with

any plumbing,
electrical,

carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is

GREEN, cost and
energy efficient.

Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC

can insulate
your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commercial
INSULATION

 EXPERTS
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

"Chip" 
Gibson 

Painting
Painting & Plaster

ChipGibsonPainting@yahoo.com
(313) 884-5764

JOHN’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
 drywall, cracks,

windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

 insurance work.
 All work

guaranteed
 G. P. References
 License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

STEVE's PAINTING
since 1982

Plaster repair,
wallpaper removal,

drywall.
Meticulous prep,
quality materials,

references, insured.
Affordable.

Free estimates,
senior discounts.

(586)350-1717

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

RR CODDENS
Family since 1924

(313)886-5565
(313)550-6602

Licensed•Builder•Insured

Re-Roofs ~ Tear Offs
Flat Roofs

Chimney Repair

960 ROOFING SERVICES

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commercial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

981 WINDOW WASHING

J. SALVADOR
 MAINTENANCE

 Window cleaning
&

Power Washing.
Call Jim at

313.949.7550

Classifieds: 313-882-6900 x 4

Buy! $ell!

DON’T FORGET-
Call your ads in EARLY!

Classified
Advertising

(313)882-6900 x4
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The Grosse Pointe News is proud to announce our new 

social media page completely dedicated to bringing you the 

best sports news and moments from around the Pointes. 

@GPNewssports on Instagram is where you will be able to 

find instant updates from the biggest games and amazing 

highlights from athletes and teams at every level from

youth sports to high school freshman, JV and varsity. 

Best of all, we want to highlight all of the moments that 

YOU share with us. Send your best sports photos and 

achievements to our DMs on Instagram or to our email, 

sports@grossepointenews.com, for your chance to be 

featured on our social media and even in the sports

section of the Grosse Pointe News each week! 

Scan the QR code below to follow us!
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25

Grosse Pointe South 
varsity boys tennis has 
wasted no time putting 
together some strong 
performances in its fi rst 
few matches of 2025. 
The Blue Devils have 
picked up some impres-
sive wins in early 
matches, including a 
couple of victories over 
the weekend in a quad 
meet that featured some 
of the state’s top teams 
in Division 2. 

The quad meet was 
hosted Saturday, Aug. 
23, at Grand Rapids 
Forest Hills Central. 
South was thrown into 
the fi re by facing some 
of the best Division 2 
teams in the state for 
one of its fi rst tourna-
ments of the season, but 
the team stood up to the 
test. The Blue Devils 
were victorious over 
Forest Hills Central 7-2 
and defeated defending 
Division 2 state cham-
p ion  Fores t  H i l l s 
Northern 6-3, while also 
fighting to a 4-4 draw 
against  last  year’s 
Division 2 state runner-
up Midland Dow. 

Matthew Bartoszewicz 
earned singles victories 
against all three oppo-
nents, while Matthew 
Holowinski won his sin-
gles matches against 
Forest Hills Northern 
and Forest Hills Central. 

Brendan Stafford also 
earned a couple of big 
victories in singles 
matches for the Blue 
Devils against Midland 
Dow and Forest Hills 
Central. Oscar DeLuca 
took home singles-
match wins against 
Forest Hills Central and 

Forest Hills Northern.
In  doubles  p lay , 

Joseph Guthat and 
Mat thew Hami l ton 
earned a pair of wins 
against Forest Hills 
Northern and Forest 
Hills Central. The teams 
of Max Prather and 
Luke Brennan and 

David Sutts and Nate 
Yeamans helped the 
Blue Devils earn the 
draw against Midland 
Dow with a couple of 
doubles-play victories. 
Davis Gryzenia and 
Weston Jerabek also 
earned doubles wins 
against Forest Hills 

Central and Forest Hills 
Northern.

Earlier last week, 
South came away with 
three wins in a quad 
meet it hosted in the 
Pointes. The Blue Devils 
defeated Stoney Creek 
5-3, University Liggett 
School 6-2 and Frankel 

Jewish Academy 8-0. 
South traveled to Novi 

for a tournament after 
press time Wednesday, 
Aug. 27. The team will 
be back on the court 
Wednesday, Sept. 3, 
hosting Romeo in its 
fi rst MAC Red Division 
match of the season. 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Blue Devils boys tennis earns 
big early-season victories

grossepointenews.com/athlete-of-the-week

Do you know an outstanding 
high school athlete?

Nominate them for Athlete of the Week 
and put them in the running for

Athlete of the Year.

To nominate a
future Athlete of
the Week, scan
the QR code or 

visit our website.

ATH ETE
THE WEEK

COURTESY PHOTO

Grosse Pointe South varsity boys tennis celebrates after securing some impressive early-season results during a quad match in Grand 
Rapids last Saturday, Aug. 23, including a 6-3 win over defending Division 2 state champion Grand Rapids Forest Hills Northern.

Squitieri earns 
All-American status
After fi nishing third in discus at the MHSAA Division 1 track and fi eld state fi -
nals this spring, Grosse Pointe South class of 2025 graduate Conrad Squitieri 
continued his success into the summer. Squitieri was able to qualify for both 
the AAU Junior Olympics and USATF Junior National Olympics in late July. 
He would go on to fi nish eighth in the Men’s 17-18 Division Discus at the 
USATF event in Savannah, Ga. and sixth in the Men’s Discus 17-18 at the AAU 
Jr. Olympics in Houston, Texas. Squitieri’s high fi nishes earned him All-
American status at both events. He is now preparing to begin his freshman year 
studying kinesiology and biomedical engineering at the University of Utah.

COURTESY PHOTO
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