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PHOTO COURTESY OF JAMES SHIFTAN

Sammy Shiftan shares a smile with the man who saved his life, Grosse Pointe 
Park Public Safety Offi cer Jesse Lafriniere.

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— The breakfast hour 
Monday, Aug. 25, went 
from routine to every-sec-
ond-counts at the James 
Shiftan household in the 
1100 block of Grayton.

Following is a chronol-
ogy told by people on 
scene and monitoring the 
action real-time over 
police radio and subse-
quent body camera video.

Mom and Dad tended 
chores. Their four young 
children, including 2-year-
old twin Sammy, doodled 
around.

“The older kids were 
eating grapes,” Shiftan 
said. “The younger kids 
were eating yogurt. 
Fingers switched.”

A grape stuck in 
Sammy’s throat.

“My oldest daughter, in 
sixth grade, did beauti-
fully because she got 
Mom and dialed the 
phone,” Shiftan said. “She 

had taken CPR classes at 
The War Memorial for 
babysitting.”

“I was listening to the 
run when it came out,” 
said Jim Bostock, director 
of Park public safety. “Our 
dispatcher, Rachel Young 

— she has experience 
with the Michigan State 
Police — did a fantastic 
job getting information 
needed to quickly dis-
patch officers from a 
caller who was very 
excited and in a stressful 
situation.”

PSO Jesse Lafriniere, a 
licensed paramedic, was 
on patrol.

“I was driving west-
bound on St. Paul,” he 
said.

“Sammy’s eyes were 

open when he stopped 
breathing,” Shiftan said.

“I was about where the 
schools are at Somerset 
when the call came in,” 
Lafriniere said. “I did a 
U-turn on St. Paul, acti-
vated my lights and siren. 

I was probably a little 
more than a mile out.”

“In a situation like this, 
every second counts,” 
Bostock said. “Jesse was 
able to arrive formulating 
in his mind what to expect 
when he got there.”

“At one point before 
Jesse arrived, the dis-
patcher said to try CPR,” 
Shiftan said. “Doing it on 
your 2½-year-old son is 
something you don’t want 

PSO/paramedic saves choking child
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

HARPER WOODS — After nearly 
three years and several delays, a cere-
monial groundbreaking was held 
against a backdrop of heavy equip-
ment and piles of rubble at the former 
Poupard Elementary School.

“This is a magnifi cent change in our 
community,” Harper Woods Mayor 
Valerie Kindle said. “It was a long time 
coming, but something we stuck to.”

Kindle added there hasn’t been a 
new subdivision built in the city in 
decades.

In what is being called Fraser 
Square, Robertson Brothers Homes 
and Renovare Development plan to 
build 48 duplexes and 23 townhomes.

It is named after Carol Fraser, who 
spent 34 years teaching fi rst grade in 
the Grosse Pointe Public School 
System, including her last 20 at 
Poupard.

“We were living in Macomb County 
and I wanted a shorter commute, so I 
moved from Defer (Elementary 
School) to Poupard,” she said. “I was 
closer to home, but it turned into so 
much more.”

Fraser added that her husband once 

asked her why she didn’t want to 
teach at a school in the Pointes 
because he said it seemed easier.

“I told him I didn’t get into teaching 
for it to be easy,” Fraser said. “I went 
into it to make a difference.”

Fraser said Poupard went beyond 
her expectations.

“Our mission was to teach the whole 
child,” she said. “It was magical the 
way the community worked together.”

GPPSS Superintendent Andrea 
Tuttle said it made sense to name the 
development after Fraser.

“Carol’s legacy was one of nurtur-
ing, teaching and believing in every 
child,” she said at the groundbreak-
ing. “It is fi tting that her name will 
grace a place where new families can 
plant roots and thrive.”

Tuttle said Fraser Square represents 
hope, growth and partnership.

“It has the potential to bring new 
families into Harper Woods and with 
them new students into our schools,” 
she added. “We are excited about the 
possibility of increased enrollment 
and we are deeply grateful that fami-
lies continue to choose GPPSS for 
excellence in education.”

Ground broken at 
former Poupard school
By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— The semi-annual na-
tive plant sale this week-
end has more urgency 
than in past years.

Hours are 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 13, 
on the grounds of city 
hall on Jefferson between 
M a r y l a n d  a n d 
Lakepointe.

The traditional pur-
pose of the sale is for the 
Grosse Pointe Park 
B e a u t i f i c a t i o n 
Commission to raise 
funds to buy native plants 
for municipal gardens. 
Fundraising this time is 
doubly important.

Commissioners must 
earn money to replace 
around 75 native plants a 
weeding contractor mis-
takenly pulled from a 
couple beds.

The gardens, on a traf-
fi c island and elsewhere 
near municipal head-
quarters and the public 
library, are supposed to 

feature indigenous spe-
cies and vegetation that 
provide habitat for polli-
nating insects. Butterfl ies 
are pollinators.

Overdone weeding 
happened twice this year 
to specimens that mem-
bers of the commission 
planted themselves.

“We put them in,” 
C o m m i s s i o n 
Chairwoman Lisa Kyle 
said. “They rip them out.”

“Milkweed had grown 
back from the fi rst time,” 
Commissioner Kelly 
Konieczki said.

“They removed 70 per-
cent of what we had in 
the middle of the bed,” 
Kyle said.

“They pulled out plants 
that were dormant,” 
Konieczki said.

“We now have giant 
holes in the gardens,” 
Kyle said.

Funds raised during 
the plant sale will be used 
to plug at least some 
openings.

Go native 
this weekend
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

‘In a situation like this, every second 
counts.’
JIM BOSTOCK
Director, Grosse Pointe Park Department of Public Safety

See SAVE, page 2ASee NATIVE, page 3A

See SCHOOL, page 9A

Hometown hero

Home: Grosse Pointe Farms
Started a foundation with her
husband to honor two sons who
passed away shortly after birth.
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MERCYMERCY
Female, 1 year old,

Labrador Mix,
Black, 50 lbs.

Male, 6 years old,
American Bulldog Mix,

White/Tan, 50 lbs.

ELMWOODELMWOOD BUCKBUCK

Ope n Hou s e — Se p t. 20 t h & Oct. 4 t h, 2025Ope n Hou s e — Se p t. 20 t h & Oct. 4 t h, 2025

Male, 2 years old,
American Bulldog Mix, 

Tan/White, 55 lbs.

MAPLEMAPLE
Female, 5 years old,

Mixed Breed,
Gray/White, 45 lbs.

25305 Little Mack Ave. Saint Clair Shores, MI 48081

(586) - 343 - 8253
Residential & Commercial
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Irrigation Installation & Repair • Outdoor Lighting

to be part of.”
“The daughter was out 

front waving me down,” 
Lafriniere said. “I asked 
where they were at. She 
said, ‘At the top of the 
stairs.’”

“He came through and 
went up a full set of stairs 
with one leap,” Shiftan 
said.

“I don’t know about 
that, but I covered the 
stairs pretty fast,” 
Lafriniere said. “I found 
the toddler unresponsive, 
not breathing and cya-
notic.”

“I watched the body 
camera,” Bostock said. 
“Just watching it, you get 
that adrenalin of him run-
ning up the stairs and see-
ing the child lying on the 
floor and Jesse go to 
work.”

“All you could hear in 
my house at that time was 
my older son and daugh-
ter downstairs praying, 
my wife on the phone 
with the dispatcher,” 
Shiftan said. “My son was 
making no noise. He 
turned blue. The feeling 
comes that everything in 
your life has stopped.”

“I immediately picked 
up the child and gave a 
round of back blows,” 
Lafriniere said. “Then I 
did a round of chest 
thrusts followed by a sec-
ond round of back blows.”

“This was all happening 
at the top of the stairs,” 
Shiftan said.

“It was during the sec-
ond round of back blows 
when I leveled the child 
that he started crying, 
which let me know the 
airway opened to some 
degree,” Lafriniere said.

“[Wife] Cindy was on 
with the dispatcher,” 
Shiftan said. “I think it 
was the dispatcher who 
said, ‘I just heard crying. 
Crying is good.’ That was 
the best cry I could hear.”

“His crying slowed to 
the point where I wasn’t 
sure if air was moving,” 
Lafriniere said. “I gave a 
few more back blows. He 
began crying vigorously. 
He called for his mom.”

“At that point, his dad 
had beaten him up by 
bouncing him off his 
shoulder and sticking his 
fi ngers down his throat,” 
Shiftan said. “He wanted 
no part of me.”

“Hearing him call for 
his mom was the best 

thing ever,” 
L a f r i n i e r e 
said. “Some 
(grape) pulp 
came out. I 
don’t know 
how well it 
was chewed. A 
child’s airway 
is very small. It 
can plug eas-
ily.”

“Within a 
blink of an 
eye, he was in 
the back of the 
EMS truck,” 
Shiftan said of 
t h e  b o y . 
“Neighbors at 
that  point 
were all going 
to jump in and 
help.”

“From the 
time I got to 

the call and the time he 
was crying in my arms 
was, when I reviewed my 
bodycam footage, just 
about 2 minutes, 15 sec-
onds total,” Lafriniere 
said. “During the time it 
happened, the adrenalin 
was going so much. 
Having the ability to do 
something and make a 
difference in that moment 
was an amazing feeling. 
Probably a half hour after, 
I went to the St. John 
p e d i a t r i c  u n i t . 
Unfortunately, I’d just 
missed him.”

The boy had been trans-
ferred to another part of 
the hospital.

“They were able to 
advise me that he was 
doing well at that time,” 
Lafreniere said.

“It took him a good 12 
hours to get full breathing 
on his own back,” Shiftan 
said.

“The day after, I called 
the mom to see how 
Sammy was doing,” 
Bostock said. “He was just 
about to be released from 
the hospital. I was overly 
excited that he’s going to 
be OK. I told the mom that 
when any of us are asked 
why we want to be in pub-
lic safety, 99 percent of 
the answers are going to 
be, ‘I want to help people.’ 
This is the best example 
of that. I couldn’t be 
prouder of Jesse, our dis-
patch and the way every-
thing turned out.”

“The reality is we can 
think about how God 
graced us with such a mir-
acle in Jesse,” Shiftan 
said.

Sammy returned home 
from hospital care the fol-
lowing afternoon.

“Now he runs around 
like mad,” Shiftan said. 
“He and his twin brother 
— it’s like nothing ever 
happened.”

“Mom brought him to 
the station last Sunday,” 
Lafriniere said. “I got to 
show him around on the 
fi re trucks.”

“We live in a commu-
nity where people, in uni-
form and without, all 
jump towards the greater 
good,” Shiftan said.

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

PSO Jesse Lafriniere, a licensed paramedic, pre-
pares to go on patrol in Grosse Pointe Park.

COURTESY PHOTO

Sammy Shiftan tries out the driv-
er’s seat with assistance from PSO 
Jesse Lafriniere.

SAVE:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — In an unex-
pected move, Grosse 
Pointe Farms mayoral 
candidate Joe Ricci de-
clined to participate in the 
candidate forum put on 
each election season for 
contested races by the 
League of Women Voters 
of Grosse Pointe. 

He is running against 
fellow councilman John 
Gillooly to replace cur-
rent Mayor Louis Theros, 
who is stepping down 
from the position.  

“There will be no can-
didate forum for the 
Grosse Pointe Farms 
mayoral race, as only one 
candidate agreed to par-
ticipate,” the League of 
Women Voters noted 
among its schedule for 
the other upcoming 
Pointe candidate forums.

Susan Acton, vice pres-
ident of voter services, 
cannot recall a time in 
recent history when a 
mayoral candidate in a 
contested election in the 
Pointes has declined to 
attend the forum.

Only once did a similar 
case occur among a con-
tested city council elec-
tion, when three of four 
candidates running in 
Grosse Pointe Shores 
declined to attend.

“It’s very rare to have 
anyone decline,” Acton 
said. 

LWV candidate forums 
invite the public to sub-
mit questions for the can-
didates and note the 
league may prioritize or 
combine questions based 
on general interest and to 
avoid redundancy. 

“I cannot and will not 

subscribe to that format,” 
Ricci said of his decision. 

He previously attended 
LWV forums when run-
ning for mayor against 
Theros in 2017, and for 
contested races for city 
council, on which he has 
sat since 2013. 

At those times, he said 
he found the questions 
posed to be “totally 
biased,” in that the oppo-
nent’s supporters would 
send in quest ions 
designed to make their 
favored candidate look 
good.

“When you see it on 
TV, the moderators have 
the questions and they 
ask what they want to 
know — not your buddy 
who sends in a sheet of 
paper,” Ricci said. “That’s 
how I perceived this 
thing to work and I 
wasn’t going to subject 
myself to that. 

“If they came up with a 
better system and there 
was nobody involved in 
the questions and the 
League of Women Voters 
could unbiasedly ask 
questions, that would be 
a different situation.”

Ricci further said his 
refusal to participate 
does not deny an oppor-
tunity for voters to 
become more informed 
about the candidates and 
he believes he is making 
himself accessible to vot-
ers in various other ways.

The councilman has 
held “Coffee with Joe” 
community chats with 
residents an average of 
every other month since 
joining council. He has 
another coming up from 
4 to 5 p.m. Wednesday, 
Sept. 24, at Morning 
Glory to discuss the 
ongoing sewer separa-

t i o n  p r o j e c t  o n 
Tonnancour. 

“I’m really disap-
pointed that my oppo-
nent has declined the 
invitation of the League 
of Women Voters to par-
ticipate in a candidate 
forum,” Gillooly said. “I 
specifically asked that 
they do the forum with 
just myself. They said it’s 
not their policy.”

It is a statewide policy, 
Acton said, not to hold 
what is called “an empty 
chair debate,” where only 
one person gets to speak 
and the other person isn’t 
there.

“This is almost, to me, 
a decision that you 
should not vote for some-
body who is unwilling 
and declines an invita-
tion from a nonpartisan 
group who’s had a very 
extensive history of ask-
ing fair questions, of 
expecting fair answers,” 
Gillooly said. 

Among the other con-
tested races in the 
Pointes this election sea-
son, City of Grosse Pointe 
Councilman Dave Fries, 
running for re-election to 
a second term on council, 
also did not attend the 
LWV’s candidate forum 
Tuesday, due to prior 
plans that put him out of 
the country on the date. 

“He  immedia te ly 
responded that he will be 
out of the country,” Acton 
said. “He just had prior 
travel plans. I feel bad 
about that because we 
can’t reschedule these 
things. There’s too many 
people involved.”

Fries is running along-
side fellow incumbents 
Maureen Juip and Chris 
Walsh, as well as new-
comer David Calcaterra.

Mayoral candidate declines 
candidate forum invitation
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer
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“That is a good example of an alley garden that looks really nice,” said Jim 
Creighton, a member of the Grosse Pointe Park Beautifi cation Commission. 
The garden is in the alley behind the Corewell Health building on the south 
side of Kercheval between Lakepointe and Beaconsfi eld. “It’s well kept up,” 
Creighton said. He and most others on the commission want to establish alley 
beautifi cation awards as inducement for landowners to end alley blight.

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Plans are being made 
to use sugar instead of 
whips to spur alley beauti-
fi cation.

“Beautify it through 
positive reinforcement,” 
said Jim Creighton, a 
mayoral appointee to the 
Grosse Pointe Park 
B e a u t i f i c a t i o n 
Commission since March.

He presented an idea 
during the group’s meet-
ing Sept. 3, to expand 
annual property beautifi -
cation awards to alley-
ways.

Creighton and other 
Park representatives are 
in league about seeking a 
once-and-for-all end to 
alley blight. Common 
infractions are debris, 
overgrown vegetation 
and misplaced trash and 
recycling containers.

The topic isn’t new. A 
couple years ago, 
Counci lman Marty 
McMillan saw for himself 
it was impossible to drive 
a car through at least one 
section of the city’s resi-
dential alleys due to 
obstructions. Another 
concern is keeping ways 
clear for emergency vehi-
cles, including the big-
gest of them all, fire 
trucks.

“I can tell you that the 
mayor is really excited 
about the idea,” said 
Counc i lman  Brent 
Dreaver, liaison to the 
commission, during this 
month’s meeting.

“I am an advocate of 
this initiative for a num-
ber of reasons,” Mayor 
Michele Hodges said. “It 
is important to recognize 
and celebrate residents 
who commit to making 
our community beautiful. 
Secondly, compliance 

with city codes is critical 
and we must incentivize 
people to do so. This pro-
gram accomplishes both 
of these things.”

“I’d love to have an 
alley award,” Commission 
Chairwoman Lisa Kyle 
said about implementing 
the idea.

“Not for this year,” 
Creighton advised. “We 
need to get criteria in 
place. We need to publi-
cize it. We need a plan as 
opposed to knee-jerking 
something into place. I 
will make an action item 
and present it with crite-
ria at a future meeting 
that we can discuss.”

“OK,” Kyle said. “We 
can plan for next year. I 
understand there’s a code 
enforcement component 
to it that we wouldn’t be 
involved in.”

“We had some alley 

Alley beautification discussed
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

See ALLEY, page 5A
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MONDAY, SEPT. 15

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public School System Facilities 
Committee meeting, 5:30 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Farms City Council meeting, 6 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public School System Policy 

Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m.
 ◆ Rescheduled Grosse Pointe Woods City Council 

meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Improvement Foundation 

meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ City of Grosse Pointe City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park Planning Commission meeting, 

7 p.m.

TUESDAY, SEPT. 16

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Parks Committee meeting, 4 
p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 17

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Senior Citizens’ Picnic, 11 
a.m.

 ◆ Rescheduled Grosse Pointe Woods Senior Citizens’ 
Commission meeting, 1 p.m.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 18

 ◆ City of Grosse Pointe Election Commission meet-
ing, 8 a.m.

The Week 
Ahead

“We usually do a spring 
and fall sale,” Konieczki 
said. “At each sale, we 
earn plants for city beds.”

Last spring’s sale trans-
lated into acquiring $300 
worth of plants, she said.

“We’ll be planting those 
before the sale in the 
median beds,” she said.

Native plants are 
landed gentry of the king-
dom Plantae.

“Native plants evolved 
or adapted to our local 
environment for thou-
sands of years and are an 
important part of our 
local habitats (and) eco-
systems,” according to 
the Conservation Fund. 
“They are the most sus-
tainable plants for our 
specifi c area.”

Commissioners part-
nered for the sale with 
Michiganense Natives, a 
native plant nursery in 
Plymouth.

“Late summer and fall 
are a great time to plant, 
as temperatures begin to 
cool and rainfall is more 
consistent,” according to 

the Michiganense web-
s i te ,  michiganense
natives.com.

Konieczki said she 
doesn’t have a list yet of 
what plants will be avail-
able for purchase during 
the sale, but she’s made a 
few requests.

“I talked to them about 
including more shade 
plants,” she said. “In the 
last couple of sales, a lot 
of people asked about 

plants that grow well in 
shade. It makes sense. 
With Grosse Pointe hav-
ing such (an extensive) 
tree canopy, people have 
a lot of shade. People are 
always looking for that 
because they think they 
can’t plant blooming, 
interesting native species 
in shade, which is not 
true. There are a lot of 
great plants that grow in 
shade.”

Park offi cials intend to 
seek reimbursement 
from the contractor for 
the weeded plants.

Kyle estimated the 
material loss between 
$300 to $400.

“They need to make it 
square,” said Councilman 
Brent Dreaver, liaison to 
the commission. “If they 
start paying a little bit, 
they’ll start paying more 
attention.”

NATIVE:
Continued from page 1A

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — Main Street 
Mini Masters is back for 
the second annual mini 
golf outing on Kercheval 
in the heart of downtown 
Saturday, Sept. 20. 

“Where else can you 
sink a putt next to a bou-
tique or line up your shot 
outside a coffee shop?” 
said Cindy Willcock, 
executive director of 
Main Street Grosse 
Pointe, in a release. “It’s 
playful, it’s local and it’s 
exactly the kind of energy 

that keeps The Village 
vibrant.”

Main Street Mini 
Masters features 18 holes 
of miniature golf — each 
hole sponsored by a local 
business — and is more 
or less played in a regular 
golf outing format. 

Foursomes are encour-
aged to pre-register and 
will be sorted between a 
morning fl ight for fami-
lies and an afternoon 
fl ight for adults.

An additional 19th hole 
will feature the Detroit 
Mechanix professional 
Ultimate Frisbee team 
inviting golfers to try 

their hand at 
t h r o w i n g 
Frisbees into 
slats.

Participants 
also will receive 
swag bags, a 
hotdog lunch 
courtesy  of 
L i c a v o l i ’ s 
Cucina and the 
chance to enter 
to win prizes. 

“What I love 
most  about 

events like the Mini 
Masters is how they turn 
The Village into a shared 
experience,” said Anne 
Murphy, event chair and 
owner of Apple Blossom 
Baby. “It’s not just about 
shopping or playing a 
round of putt-putt — it’s 
about neighbors connect-
ing, kids laughing and 

businesses becoming 
part of the story. You can 
feel the community come 
alive and that kind of 
energy is priceless.”

Tickets for families are 
$50 and include golf for 
four players, four lunch 
tickets for a hotdog, 
chips and pop from 
Licavoli’s, a family swag 

bag and raffle tickets. 
Single tickets for addi-
tional members of a fam-
ily group may be 
purchased for $10 each. 

Tickets for adult 
groups are $100 and 
include golf for four 
adults, four lunch tickets, 
four Loop Social District 
drink tickets redeemable 

for beer, wine or seltzer 
at participating establish-
ments, individual swag 
bags and raffl e tickets. 

Space is limited and 
tickets may be purchased 
onl ine  at  t inyur l .
com/48w25njs. 

Hosted by Main Street 
Grosse Pointe, main 
event sponsors are Velvet 
Peanut Butter, Chicken 
S h a c k  ( 2 6 8 5 1 
Schoenherr), Kercheval 
Company LLC, Savvy 
Chic Boutique and Pet 
Supplies Plus.

Additional event spon-
sors include Apple 
Blossom Baby, BeneFik 
Insurance Consultants, 
Chez LouLou Salon, 
Decker Dermatology & 
Mohs Surgery, Fildew 
Hinks PLLC/Charles S. 
Kennedy III, Councilman 
David Fries, Glitter & 
Scotch, Lochmoor Club, 
Posterity Art & Framing 
Gallery,  SideStreet 
Diner, Small Favors, The 
Spice & Tea Exchange, 
Temrowski Eldercare, 
Mayor Sheila Tomkowiak 
and Village Palm.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Mini golf outing returns to Kercheval

COURTESY PHOTOS

Young golfers put their heads together to knock out the fi nal putt during last 
year’s inaugural Main Street Mini Masters.

GROSSE POINTE PARK — The 
Grosse Pointe Park City Council this 
week sanctioned its recreation com-
mission’s choice of consultant to 
guide development of the municipal-
ity’s fi rst-ever master plan for the 
parks and recreation department.

Planners will build upon an evalu-
ation of the department’s current 
assets to draft a fi ve-year outlook of 
goals and needs.

“Grosse Pointe Park’s distinct 
structure, with two premier parks at 
the core of its recreation system, 
requires a plan with a thoughtful 
strategy for maintaining system 
assets and creating a pipeline for 
future capital improvements,” 
according to the winning proposal 
signed by Patrick Droze, principal 
of OHM Advisors.

OHM has a separate contract as 
the city’s engineering consultants.

Droze’s fi ve-phase approach to 
developing the master plan sat well 
with city leaders:

◆ review existing facilities and 
operations,

◆ use data-informed and lifecycle 
assessments to guide decision mak-
ing,

◆ engage meaningfully with the 
community during the process,

◆ prioritize a capital improve-

ment plan and long-term mainte-
nance strategy with achievable 
goals and

◆ prepare an action plan for seek-
ing grants and donations.

“OHM will identify potential 
funding sources, including grants, 
philanthropic partnerships and 
public-private collaborations,” 
according to the proposal. “The 
plan will demonstrate how the asset 
management data and community 
engagement outcomes can be lever-
aged to strengthen funding applica-
tions and support long-term 
fi nancial planning.”

The master plan’s fi ve-year out-
look is strategic.

“Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources grants require you to 
have a fi ve-year timeframe,” said 
Cindy Paparelli, assistant city man-
ager.

Part of the reason City Manager 
Nick Sizeland hired Paparelli in 
July was her experience working 
with a community foundation for 
parks and recreation programs in 
the St. Clair County area.

Councilman Max Wiener liked 
the grant angle.

“This gives us a great opportu-
nity,” he said.

Members of the recreation com-
mission on Aug. 13 recommended 
the council choose OHM, the third 
lowest of seven bidders for the job.

“Our (recreation) commission 
wants to be engaged and have a 
more meaningful impact,” Mayor 
Michele Hodges said. “This is a 
great step forward.”

OHM’s bid of $30,000 was twice 
as much as the lowest, $14,600, and 
one-third the cost of the highest, 
$95,575.

Park offi cials at both the elected 
and administrative levels trust 
OHM’s counsel based on its years 
of serving as engineering consul-
tant.

“OHM has a great relationship 
with the city,” said Chad Craig, 
director of parks and recreation. 
“They are going to be able to pro-
vide us with what we’re looking for, 
knowing what Grosse Pointe Park 
is like. We have a lot of aging infra-
structure. The plans they’re going to 
be putting together, we’ve already 
been working on. This is going to 
help us achieve where we’re at with 
things, what we need to replace, 
what we need to add to keep mov-
ing forward.”

“OHM has more than hit the 
mark,” Paparelli said.

A prospective timeline for the 
draft began with this week’s 
approval of the contract.

Soon to come are public engage-
ments and weekly progress meet-

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Parks & rec planning begins

See PLANNING, page 5A
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Ashley and Nicholas 
Batt know the pain of los-
ing a baby before ever 
getting to bring them 
home from the hospital.

Twice.
Their fi rst son, Bryson, 

spent exactly one month 
in the neonatal intensive 
care unit at Children’s 
Hospital of Michigan 
before passing away 
Sept. 5, 2020. 

Baker, born March 8, 
2022, passed away six 
weeks later without ever 
leaving the NICU.

“When Bryson passed 
away, the doctors said it 
was random and it would 
be OK to try again,” 
Ashley Batt said. “We 
didn’t know we were 
both carriers for a meta-
bolic genetic disorder.”

Nicholas Batt said a 
year-long study by the 
Kansas City Children’s 
Hospital found only a 
dozen cases worldwide.

“There were never any 
problems in either of our 
families,” he added. “The 
doctors said there’s a 
one-in-a-million chance 
someone is a carrier.”

In memory of Bryson’s 
first birthday, Aug. 5, 
2021, the Batts asked 
family and friends to 
donate items for the 
Children’s Hospital of 
Michigan’s NICU ward.

After Baker’s passing, 
they created the Bryson 

a n d  B a k e r  B a t t 
Foundation to ramp up 
donations.

The Farms residents 
now provide four differ-
ent types of care bags pri-
marily to Children’s 
Hospital of Michigan, 
Henry Ford St. John 
Hospital and Corewell 
H e a l t h  W i l l i a m 
Beaumont University in 
Royal Oak. One, a NICU 
welcome package, stems 
directly from their expe-
rience when Bryson was 
born.

“He was born at St. 
John and right away they 
wanted to send him to 
Children’s Hospital of 
Michigan,” Nicholas Batt 
said. “I went with him in 
the ambulance while 
Ashley stayed there and 
didn’t have anything with 
me.”

It includes food deliv-
ery gift cards, travel-size 
personal hygiene prod-

ucts and a swaddling 
blanket.

“It’s to get the family 
through those fi rst cou-
ple hours or days in the 
NICU,” Ashley Batt said. 
“Unfortunately those are 
the ones the hospitals ask 
to be restocked the 
most.”

A memory box, for par-
ents who lose their chil-
dren in the NICU, include 
a DIY memory kit, a 
stuffed animal, a candle 
and a note from the Batts.

Sunshine bags include 
a book parents can read 
to their baby, fuzzy 
socks, skin lotion and 
snacks.

“Those are for when 
the parents are having a 
particularly bad day,” 
Ashley Batt said. 

“The nurses are so 
invested, but there’s only 
so much they can do to 
comfor t  fami l i es , ” 
Nicholas Batt said. 

Holiday bags, given out 
during the month of 
December, include a 
book, food delivery cards 
and a blanket. The foun-
dation is hosting a blan-
ket-making event 10 a.m. 
to noon Sunday, Nov. 2, 
at the Grosse Pointe 
Yacht Club.

“The bags are a way to 
tell people going through 
this they aren’t alone,” 
Ashley Batt said. “Talking 
to people who are going 
through this, we’ve cre-
ated friendships. That’s 
what helped me get 
through it.”

“A lot of people suffer 
in silence,” Nicholas Batt 

noted.
The foundation delivers 

around 500 bags per year, 
usually every quarter.

“NICU is a cold world,” 
Ashley Batt said. “There’s 
all kinds of noises and 
machines with people in 
and out. It’s overwhelm-
ing, so hopefully our bags 
bring a bit of comfort.”

The foundation has 
hosted two fundraising 
galas and are planning 
another for October 2026 
at Ford House. A portion 
of the money they’ve 
raised is helping pay for a 
bereavement room at 
Children’s Hospital of 
Michigan.

The Batts, who dated 
briefl y at Plymouth High 
School, reconnected as 
students at Michigan 
State University and just 
celebrated their sixth 
wedding anniversary.

Due to the research 
done at Kansas City 
Children’s Hospital and 
using IVF, doctors were 
able to test each embryo. 
Their third son, Lincoln, 
just turned 1.

“He’s fi lled with crazy 
energy,” Ashley Batt 
laughed. “He never sits 
still.”

See brysonandbaker
battfoundation.com for 
more information.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

From heartbreak to healing

COURTESY PHOTO

From left, Allie May-Thompson, Ashley Batt and Nicholas Batt as they drop off 
comfort bags at Children’s Hospital of Michigan. May-Thompson was one of 
Bryson Batt’s primary NICU nurses.

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — The woman 
accused of selling drugs 
that killed three people 
more than two years ago 
could spend up to 20 
years in prison.

Aerian Porter-Craig 
pleaded guilty in late 
August to two counts of 
distributing cocaine and 
fentanyl, according to the 
U.S. Attorney’s Offi ce in 
Detroit. In exchange, the 
office will waive two 
counts of distributing 
cocaine and fentanyl 
causing death, which 
could have carried a life 
sentence.

Porter -Craig  was 
arrested Sept. 11, 2024, 
on Hollywood Street, just 

a few houses into Harper 
Woods from Grosse 
Pointe Woods.

The arrest was carried 
out by the Woods Public 
Safety Department and 
the FBI. Porter-Craig 
made her first appear-
ance in federal court in 
Detroit later that day and 
was released on a $10,000 
bond with electronic 
monitoring and home 
detention. 

“We are pleased that 
justice will be served in 
this case and thank all 
who were involved in the 
investigation,” Woods 
Public Safety Director 
John Kosanke said. 
“Drugs still continue to 
plague communities 
across the United States 
and locally. Hopefully 
more can be done to pre-

vent tragedies such as 
this one.”

The three victims, 
including two sisters, 
were found deceased 
June 10, 2023, just blocks 
apart. The sisters were 
eventually identified in 
the media by their father 
as Antoinette Calbone, 
27 ,  and Angel ina 
Calbone, 23. The male 
was Michael Artley, 31.

According to a criminal 
complaint filed by the 
FBI in federal court, one 
of the sisters and the 
male victim were found 
dead at a house on 
Canterbury Street, while 
the other sister was 
found a few blocks away 
at a house on Edmundton 
Drive. 

Defendant in overdose 
cases reaches plea deal
By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

See CASES, page 5A

City of Grosse Pointe resident Wilhelmina Giblin sent us this peaceful view of 
the sun reflecting on Lake St. Clair, which she captured at 8:45 a.m. Sept. 6.

GROSSE POINTE PARK — City offi -
cials cut back plans to issue bonds for 
water and sewer system improvements.

Preparations are still on, but for a 
lesser amount than a few weeks ago.

Instead of issuing $6.5 million in 
bonds to reline decrepit sections of 
sewer, replace inaccurate water meters 
and buy a sewer-cleaning jetter truck, 
Park council members this week 
announced their new goal is to issue 
bonds totaling $6 million.

The $500,000 reduction is due to cut-
ting out the mobile sewer cleaner.

“No more jetter truck,” City Manager 
Nick Sizeland said.

“We wouldn’t sell the bonds until, 
most likely, February-ish,” said Steven 
Hayduk, a CPA with Bendzinski & Co.

Park offi cials retained the fi rm this 
week for $29,000 to handle fi nancial 
preparations of the issuance.

“If you were to sell the bonds today, a 
20-year bond for Grosse Pointe Park 
would be in the neighborhood of 4.25 
percent,” Hayduk told council Monday, 
Sept. 9.

During the same meeting, offi cials 
approved a $36,500 contract with Miller 
Canfield law firm to prepare legal 
aspects of the sale.

“We work with the city administra-
tion, fi nancial advisor and other partici-
pants in a bond transaction to get funds 
for your project,” Patrick McGow of 
Miller Canfi eld told council.

Preparations will carry over into next 
month’s council meeting. A notice of 
intent resolution and bond resolution 
needs to be passed for things to move 
forward.

“This is a very complex and compli-
cated process,” Mayor Michele Hodges 
said. “You need good counsel to get 
through it and navigate appropriately.”

The city’s engineering consultants, 
OHM Advisors, identifi ed just over four 
miles of sewers needing relining.

“We have sewers in critical condi-
tion,” Sizeland said.

The idea is to fi x sewers before they 
break or cave in completely.

“We can catch some of these sewers 
when they’re still able to have lining 
rehab,” said Katelyn Driscoll, a civil 
engineer with OHM. “A lot of sewers in 
the Park are in backyards. Digging 
holes in those areas is very expensive. 
We would like to get to those when they 
are able to be lined, save those dig-ups 
and save the quality of your backyard.”

“It’s addressing issues before they 
become catastrophic, before that 
increases the cost exponentially,” said 
Councilman Max Wiener, chairman of 
the infrastructure committee. “No one 
wants to deal with collapsed sewers.”

Bond proceeds also will fund replace-
ment of old, inaccurate water meters.

“We have meters that go back to the 
1960s,” Sizeland said.

They run so slowly the city loses an 
estimated 20 percent water revenue 
annually, numerous city offi cials have 
said for more than a year.

Park trims bond amount
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Morning reflections PHOTO COURTESY OF 
WILHELMINA GIBLIN
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Showroom
Sale!
50-70% OFF*

586.772.5295
27110 HARPER AVE.

ST. C�IR SHORES, MI 48081

*ALL ACCESSORIES, FURNITURE,
ARTWORK & LIGHTING

Not included; Wallcovering, Fabrics, Custom or Special Orders,

Furniture, Custom Window Treatments, Blinds & Upholstery

Friday, September 26th
9am-5pm

Saturday, September 27th
9am-3pm

TWO DDAYSS OONNLYYY!
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Sale!
Mom

Sep20 , 10:00am-1:00pmth 21714 Harper Ave, St. Clair Shores, MI, 48080

Mom
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25
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25 313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods 48236

FREE!FREE!
Monitored

Smoke Detector
with purchase of

security alarm and
monitoring services.

w w w. P o i n t e A l a r m . c o m

City of Grosse Pointe

Healthcare hero
A nurse at an area hos-

pital is suspected of steal-
ing $3,000 in jewelry 
from a patient’s purse 
while she was in the 
bathroom at 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 30.

Free for all
Two black women, 

approximately 30 years 
old, stole $2,500 worth of 
clothing from a shop in 
the 17000 block of 
Kercheval at 2:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 31.

An investigation is 
ongoing.

Cat crime
Under the belief she 

was purchasing a kitten 
from Los Angeles, a 
Grosse Pointe woman 
was scammed out of 
$5,700 at 5 p.m. Sunday, 
Aug. 31.

Speeding
A 64-year-old Harper 

Woods woman was 
pulled over for speeding 
a t  Kercheval  and 
Lakeland at 12:05 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 1, and 
cited for driving with a 
suspended license.

Apple a day
A doctor at an area 

hospital received veiled 
threats from a 63-year-
old Warren man at 10:20 
a.m. Wednesday, Sept. 3, 
after the man learned the 
doctor no longer would 
treat him.

Landlord scam
A woman who believed 

she had given a landlord 
a $1,500 rental deposit to 
move into a residence in 
the 600 block of Notre 

D a m e ,  a r r i v e d 
Wednesday, Sept. 3, to 
fi nd it was a scam.

Stolen Jeep
A 2019 Jeep Grand 

Cherokee was stolen 
from the 400 block of 
L i n c o l n  o v e r n i g h t 
Wednesday, Sept. 3. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Jewelry theft
Five pieces of jewelry 

totaling $11,550 were 
discovered missing from 
a dresser within a home 
in the 400 block of Moran 
Sunday, Aug. 31.

Mi casa, su casa
After accidentally leav-

ing the garage door up 
and the inside door to the 
residence unlocked, a 
husband and wife 
returned to their home in 
the 300 block of 
Lakeshore at 11:40 a.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 2, to fi nd 
an 18-year-old Harper 
Woods man emerging 
from their basement 
bathroom. 

According to the cou-
ple, the man did not 
appear startled to see 
them and when asked to 
leave the house, replied, 
“This is my house and 
these are my car keys.”

The man showed the 
couple their own car keys 
and further doubled 
down saying, “I’m not 

going to walk out of my 
own house.” 

The couple waited in 
their driveway for offi-
cers to arrive and arrest 
the man for home inva-
sion and carrying a con-
cealed weapon, as a 
kitchen knife was found 
in his backpack. 

It later was determined 
the suspect had laid on a 
bed in the basement, 
then made the bed and 
put the blankets in a 
laundry basket.

Threats
A former employee of a 

local roofing company 
was reported Saturday, 
Sept. 6, for making 
threats to slander the 
company’s reputation 
after suffering an injury 
on the job in April. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Park

Theft from truck
A landscaper was 

working in the 900 block 
of Trombley mid-after-
noon Tuesday, Sept. 2, 
when an unknown thief 
lifted tools from his truck 
parked in the road.

Gone were a $380 
RedMax edger and $350 
weed whip.

Bike taken
A bicycle was stolen 

while parked unlocked in 
the Defer Elementary 
School racks between 

6:40 and 7:45 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 2.

Police said the bike is a 
red Co-op REV 16 model 
valued at $250.

Recovered
Offi cers responding to 

the report of speeding, 
unlit vehicles on St. Paul 
near Buckingham at 3:30 
a.m. Wednesday, Sept. 3, 
wound up recovering a 
stolen 2024 Jeep Grand 
Cherokee.

“Officers responded, 
observing vehicles in the 
distance,” according to 
an investigator. “(The) 
vehicles were observed 
in Detroit. Suspects 
entered a Chrysler 300 
and left at a high rate of 
speed, leaving the stolen 
Jeep.”

Caught on video
Surveillance video 

recorded the theft 2 a.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 4, of a 
2018  Jeep  Grand 
Cherokee in the 15100 
block of Charlevoix.

“Video shows (two 
males) arrive in a newer 
maroon Jeep Cherokee, 
break out a window, 
enter the vehicle and 
leave with it,” according 
to police.

Tools taken
A contractor working 

in a house in the 1100 
block of Yorkshire 
returned to his unlocked 
trailer, parked curbside, 
to discover someone 
stole some of his tools.

The theft happened 
between noon and 1:30 
p.m. Friday, Sept. 5.

Taken were a Ridgid 

drill, Dremel battery 
charging station and 
Makita Sidewinder circu-
lar saws, total value 
$1,300.

Caught 
with video

Police can’t say much 
at this time about the 
capture of an alleged 
armed robber Saturday, 
Sept. 6.

The suspect, a 24-year-
old man from Detroit, is 
accused of holding up the 
Shell service station 
Sept. 1, on Jefferson two 
blocks from headquar-
ters, where offi cers regu-
larly fuel their patrol 
vehicles.

“Detectives working 
with other agencies iden-
tifi ed the vehicle and sus-
pect from the robbery,” 
according to an investi-
gator. “With the assis-
tance of patrol offi cers, 
the vehicle was recov-
ered and the suspect 
arrested.”

“The use of license 
plate readers helped 
identify the vehicle and 
suspect,” said Detective 
Ryan Willmer. “That’s all 
I can give.”

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes the Grosse Pointe 
Park Public Safety 
Department, (313) 822-
7400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Suspicious 
visitor

Offi cers responded to a 
home on Renaud around 
2 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 6, 

for reports of suspicious 
activity.

The owner, who was 
out of town, told offi cers 
security footage showed 
a black female get out of 
her vehicle and take pho-
tos of the front door and 
a parked vehicle.

Officers said there 
were several unlocked 
doors to the residence, 
but no evidence of any-
thing being taken.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about this and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Shores Public Safety, 
(313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Stolen vehicle
A Kia was taken from 

the driveway of a house 
in the 1900 block of 
Severn sometime over-
night into Monday, Sept. 
1. The owner had both 
key fobs, but was unsure 
if the vehicle was locked.

Drunken driving
A 62-year-old Detroit 

man was arrested for 
drunken driving after 
being pulled over in the 
21300 block of Mack for 
driving 10 mph in a 35 
mph zone.

He failed several fi eld 
sobriety tests and a pre-
liminary breath test 
showed his blood alcohol 
content to be 0.245 per-
cent.

—Ted O’Neil 
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

concerns about over-
growth,” said Nick 
Sizeland, city manager. “I 
want to put a plan 
together that not only 
gives the community buy-
in, but also creates iden-
tity and branding of 
alleyways.”

A concurrent tactic is 
to marshal code enforce-
ment.

“We are going to 
strictly enforce the 
alleys,” Sizeland said.

The  c i ty ’ s  code 
enforcement inspector 
sent a notice recently to 
owners of property bor-
dering alleys. The notice 
mandates compliance 
with four sections of the 
city code regarding 
upkeep.

Obligations encom-
pass “all areas within 
their property boundar-

ies” — and from here 
everything’s underlined 
— “including their half of 
rear alleys, area behind 
their fence lines and any 
spaces where utility or 
drainage easements 
cross their property.”

A promise of forthcom-
ing inspections and pros-
pect of violations is 
included.

Kyle said weed patches 
along alleys could be 
transformed into islands 
of sustainability.

“It’s a perfect opportu-
nity for habitat corridors 
or pollinator corridors,” 
she said. “It’s perfect for 
milkweed or wildflow-
ers.”

Pat Deck, a commis-
sioner since 1985, former 
chairwoman and long-
time administrator of the 
beautification awards 
program, has had bad 
luck employing positive 
reinforcement to spruce 
up alleys.

“We went through 
every alley and nomi-
nated those we thought 
were the best,” Deck 
said. “We came up with 
an alley award. It’s a 
great idea but people just 
didn’t care. What I think 
is more important is 
maybe you challenge one 
block against another to 
keep their alley the 
cleanest and do the most 
beatifi cation.”

“It was tried before my 
time,” said Kyle, a com-
missioner since 2011. 
“Now, in this day and 
age, we have social 
media. We have ways to 
promote the award and 
beautifi cation of an alley 
in a manner we didn’t 
have 15 or 20 years ago.”

Deck advocated code 
enforcement.

“I don’t want to go the 
code enforcement route,” 
Creighton said. “That is a 
different discussion than 
beautifi cation.”

ALLEY:
Continued from page 2A

ings of OHM and Park 
offi cials.

Also starting soon is a 
needs  assessment . 
Following that comes 
paper and online surveys 
seeking residents’ opin-
ions and preferences. A 
community meeting is 
scheduled tentatively the 
fi rst week of November.

October is loaded with 
drafting an action plan, 
capital improvement plan, 
maintenance and sustain-
ability guidelines and a 
funding plan.

Final adoption in 
January 2026 follows 
more presentations, 

reviews and public meet-
ings.

“The parks are our new 
frontier,” Hodges said. 
“The public is hungry to 
be at the table and be part 
of this.”

Councilman Tim Kolar 
said people have been 
“clamoring” for a recre-
ation assessment and 
forecast.

Councilman Brent 
Dreaver said, “There’s a 
lot of stuff that needs to be 
done in the parks. This 
(master plan) can’t be a 
replacement for all the 
work that needs to be 
done.”

OHM representatives 
will attend the public 
meetings and assist with 
the online survey.

“I feel confident we’ll 
get the kind of master plan 
that we want by choosing 
this fi rm,” Craig said.

“One of our favorite 
things about the Park are 
our parks,” Councilman 
Marty McMillan said. “I’m 
really looking forward to 
this.”

Droze’s proposal identi-
fi ed his fi ve-member team 
on the project. Members 
consist of urban planners, 
a landscape architect and 
someone schooled in sus-
tainable environmental 
and urban development.

In addition to at least 
two community meetings, 
the master plan will be dis-
cussed during regularly 
scheduled recreation com-
mission meetings.

PLANNING:
Continued from page 3A

The Wayne County 
Medical Examiner said 
the two victims on 
Canterbury died of fen-
tanyl toxicity, while the 
one found on Edmundton 
died of fentanyl and xyla-
zine toxicity. Xylazine is 
an animal tranquilizer.

The FBI examined the 
cell phones of Porter-
Craig and the victims 
during its investigation. 
The complaint says the 
FBI believes the victims 
died late the night of 
Friday, June 9, 2023, 
within minutes of ingest-
ing the drugs. 

“Text message conver-
sations show that AV-1, 
AV-2, AV-3 and another 
friend had planned to go 
out to a music show that 
night at a venue in Detroit 
but never made it. 
Outgoing communica-

tions on each of the vic-
tims’ phones abruptly 
stopped sometime after 
11 p.m. on June 9, 2023, 
shortly after Porter-Craig 
had been to each resi-
dence,” according to the 
complaint.

The FBI also alleges 
conversations showed 
one of the sisters had 
purchased drugs from 
the suspect almost two 
dozen times between 
June 2022 and June 2023 
and paid $1,405 for them 
via Venmo prior to the 

night of the overdoses. 
The FBI said Porter-

Craig texted the male 
victim and the sister 
found on Edmundton in 
the early morning hours 
of June 10, 2023, asking 
if they were OK. The 
complaint said that 
occurred after another 
customer contacted 
Porter-Craig at 12:30 
a.m. that day, saying he 
used a test strip on 
cocaine she sold him that 
showed the presence of 
fentanyl.

CASES:
Continued from page 4A
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GROSSE POINTE 7-DAY
WEATHER FORECAST
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Partly
Cloudy

 0%
SUNRISE 
7:08 am
SUNSET
7:48 pm
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Cloudy

 0%
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7:09 am
SUNSET
7:47 pm
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Cloudy
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SUNRISE 
7:10 am
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 0%
SUNRISE 
7:12 am
SUNSET
7:41 pm
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Cloudy

 0%
SUNRISE 
7:13 am
SUNSET
7:39 pm

810

600

Cloudy

 0%
SUNRISE 
7:14 am
SUNSET
7:37 pm

THU  FRI  SAT SUN  MON  TUE  WED

September 11 – 17

Weather data courtesy of Channel 4, WDIV Detroit • ClickOnDetroit.com
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(Editor’s note: Below are the transcripts from the 
two times President George W. Bush addressed the 
nation Sept. 11, 2001.)

Emma E. Booker Elementary School, Sarasota, 
Fla., 9:30 a.m.

L
adies and gentlemen, this is a diffi cult 
moment for America. I, unfortunately, 
will be going back to Washington after 
my remarks. Secretary Rod Paige and 
the lieutenant governor will take the po-
dium and discuss education. I do want 

to thank the folks here at Booker Elementary School 
for their hospitality.

Today we’ve had a national tragedy. Two airplanes 
have crashed into the World Trade Center in an 
apparent terrorist attack on our country. I have spo-
ken to the vice president, to the governor of New 
York, to the director of the FBI and have ordered that 
the full resources of the federal government go to 
help the victims and their families and to conduct a 
full-scale investigation to hunt down and to fi nd 
those folks who committed this act.

Terrorism against our nation will not stand.
And now if you would join me in a moment of 

silence. May God bless the victims, their families and 
America. Thank you very much.

Oval Offi ce, Washington, D.C., 8:30 p.m.
Good evening. Today our fellow citizens, our way 

of life, our very freedom came under attack in a 
series of deliberate and deadly terrorist acts. The vic-
tims were in airplanes, or in their offi ces; secretaries, 
businessmen and women, military and federal work-
ers; moms and dads, friends and neighbors. 
Thousands of lives were suddenly ended by evil, 
despicable acts of terror.

The pictures of airplanes fl ying into buildings, fi res 
burning, huge structures collapsing have fi lled us 
with disbelief, terrible sadness and a quiet, unyield-
ing anger. These acts of mass murder were intended 
to frighten our nation into chaos and retreat. But 
they have failed; our country is strong.

A great people has been moved to defend a great 
nation. Terrorist attacks can shake the foundations 
of our biggest buildings, but they cannot touch the 
foundation of America. These acts shattered steel, 
but they cannot dent the steel of American resolve.

America was targeted for attack because we’re the 
brightest beacon for freedom and opportunity in the 
world. And no one will keep that light from shining.

Today our nation saw evil, the very worst of human 
nature. And we responded with the best of America 
— with the daring of our rescue workers, with the 
caring for strangers and neighbors who came to give 
blood and help in any way they could.

Immediately following the fi rst attack, I imple-
mented our government’s emergency response 
plans. Our military is powerful and it’s prepared. Our 
emergency teams are working in New York City and 
Washington, D.C., to help with local rescue efforts.

Our fi rst priority is to get help to those who have 
been injured and to take every precaution to protect 
our citizens at home and around the world from fur-
ther attacks.

The functions of our government continue without 
interruption. Federal agencies in Washington which 
had to be evacuated today are reopening for essen-
tial personnel tonight and will be open for business 
tomorrow. Our fi nancial institutions remain strong 
and the American economy will be open for business 
as well.

The search is underway for those who are behind 
these evil acts. I’ve directed the full resources of our 
intelligence and law enforcement communities to 
fi nd those responsible and to bring them to justice. 
We will make no distinction between the terrorists 
who committed these acts and those who harbor 

Remembering 9/11

O
n Sept. 11, 2001, I was CEO of a 
Cincinnati-based rehabilitation 
organization with satellite opera-
tions in nearby Dayton, Ohio, 
and Memphis, Tenn.

We had a total of nearly 300 
full- and part-time employees who 
served hundreds of clients. With 
rehabilitative services, we also 
engaged in various manufacturing 
aspects and specialized printing.

In Cincinnati and Dayton, that 
morning offered light and misty 
rain with temperatures hovering in 
the high 60s. Memphis was sunny, 
with early morning temperatures in 
the mid-70s.

By 9:30 a.m., radio and television 
accounts in the breakrooms or individual vehi-
cles created a buzz that something signifi cant 
occurred.

Shortly after that time, people came to our 
administrative offi ces where we tuned in local 
television and radio stations.

A silence came over each of our operations 
as news accounts came in.

New York City’s World Trade Center towers 
were destroyed by commercial aircraft, the 
Pentagon’s freeway side had another aircraft 
slam into the structure and, fi nally, a news 
account that another aircraft careened into a 
Pennsylvania farm fi eld.

Employees, clients, visitors and volunteers 

were someplace between distressed and angry, 
coupled with a “why did these acts of terror 
happen?”

Total bewilderment.
As the morning moved forward, each of the 

operations began to cease manufacturing and 
client services. At each of the sites, 
we decided after the noon hour to 
gather employees, clients and vol-
unteers for a period of refl ection.

The challenge was explaining to 
many what occurred.

The organization for which I was 
the CEO was Clovernook Centers 
for theBlind and Visually Impaired. 
Well over 70 percent of our employ-
ees and clients could not see or 
experienced low vision and, in 

some instances, had other challenges, such as 
being hearing impaired.

We were tasked to explain what 110-story 
skyscrapers looked like. The Pentagon’s shape. 
We had to describe a commercial airliner, as 
well as fi re trucks, police cars and other emer-
gency vehicles. Then, describing what hap-
pened to the people and the rush of fi re and 
thundering crash of massive structures.

We sang, prayed and cried.
As the news accounts became more detailed, 

the impossible conversations came of why any-
one would want to conduct such hideous acts. 

9/11: A difficult day to explain to the blind

them.
I appreciate so very much the members of 

Congress who have joined me in strongly con-
demning these attacks. And on behalf of the 
American people, I thank the many world lead-
ers who have called to offer their condolences 
and assistance.

America and our friends and allies join with 
all those who want peace and security in the 
world and we stand together to win the war 
against terrorism. Tonight, I ask for your prayers 
for all those who grieve, for the children whose 
worlds have been shattered, for all whose sense 
of safety and security has been threatened. And 
I pray they will be comforted by a power greater 
than any of us, spoken through the ages in Psalm 
23: “Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with 
me.”

This is a day when all Americans from every 
walk of life unite in our resolve for justice and 
peace. America has stood down enemies before 
and we will do so this time. None of us will ever 
forget this day. Yet, we go forward to defend 
freedom and all that is good and just in our 
world.

Thank you. Good night and God bless America.

A fi rst-year win
To the Editor: 

When the Grosse Pointe PorchFest com-
mittee began planning our inaugural event 
last winter, we hoped it would be well 
received but kept our expectations modest. 
We had wanted the event to be a celebration 
of community, highlighting the walkable 
streets and charming porches of our historic 
neighborhoods. 

We were not disappointed. 
Very quickly, 12 generous GP City resi-

dents offered up their front porches and 13 
musicians signed up to perform. The 
response from the community far exceeded 
our expectations. Hundreds of people came 
out on a perfect Saturday afternoon to enjoy 
the music and socialize with their neighbors. 

A win for all and all for free. 
I would like to publicly thank my fellow 

committee members, who made this event a 
rip-roaring success. They include Gretchen 
White, who was a driving force behind the 
effort; City Councilman Seth Krupp, who 
coordinated porches; Bill Kalmar, who wran-
gled the bands; Buzz Young, who handled 
publicity; Jim Van Fleteren, who designed 
our logo; and Cindy Willcock, who provided 

OUR VIEW

G U E S T  V I E W  By Jeffrey D. Brasie

ILLUSTRATION BY KEN SCHOP

See LETTERS, page 7A

See GUEST, page 7A
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“Halfway to St. PatrickHalfway to St. Patrick’s Days Day“

administrative assis-
tance. Thanks also go to 
City staff and our public 
safety officers who sup-
ported the event, as well 
as John Shook and the 
City of Grosse Pointe 
Foundation for funding 
the lawn signs. 

We hope the commu-
nity is as pleased with the 
outcome as we are and 
we look forward to next 
year. Mark your calen-
dars for the Saturday 
after Labor Day 2026! 

SHEILA TOMKOWIAK
Mayor, City of 
Grosse Pointe

A real rebuttal
To the Editor:

Margaret Weertz’s 
recent letter is troubling 
not only for what it says, 
but for what it attempts 
to silence. To suggest 
that the Grosse Pointe 
News should stop print-
ing the voices of resi-
dents critical of the 
school board president is 
a direct attack on open 
dialogue and community 
accountability. It is, 

unfortunately, no sur-
prise that an ally of 
Colleen Worden would 
try to stifl e dissent rather 
than engage with the 
facts.

Weertz’s defense of 
Ms. Worden rests almost 
entirely on the claim that 
because she received the 
most votes in the last 
election, her actions 
should be beyond 
reproach. That reason-
ing is absurd. High vote 
totals are not a shield 
against scrutiny and 
they certainly do not 
excuse incompetence or 
mismanagement. Public 
offi cials are judged not 
just by ballots cast in 
their favor, but by the 
quality of their leader-
ship once entrusted with 
power.

Even more telling is 
Weertz’s choice of 
words. Instead of rebut-
ting the documented 
concerns raised about 
Ms. Worden’s handling 
of board business, she 
dismisses them as “non-
sense.” That is not an 
argument — it is a defl ec-
tion. Ms. Weertz did not 
even attempt to chal-
lenge the facts presented 
by Cheryl Denman on 

their merits. Instead, she 
resorted to name-calling 
in an effort to delegiti-
mize the conversation 
itself.

And for anyone who 
has watched the school 
board over the past two 
and a half years, Colleen 
Worden is anything but 
professional, calm or 
kind. Her conduct has 
reflected division, not 
leadership.

The irony is sharp. 
Margaret Weertz herself 
served as treasurer and 
later as vice president of 
the Board of Education 
during the period when 
the district’s finances 
spiraled into near-disas-
ter. For her now to hold 
herself out as a defender 
of responsible gover-
nance, while attacking 
those who point out fail-
ures of leadership today, 
should not go unnoticed.

I thank the Grosse 
Pointe News for stand-
ing fi rm against partisan 
pressure and special 
interest groups. Your 
commitment to publish-
ing all voices is essential 
to preserving account-
ability in our schools.

KIMBERLY MOIN
Grosse Pointe Woods

Deserving 
of better
To the Editor:

After reading the 
recent article about the 
school board’s decision 
to eliminate a 10-year-
old policy that allowed 
the public to view trustee 
emails online, I felt com-
pelled to share my dis-
appointment .  That 
policy ensured residents 
could freely see commu-
nications among board 
members — without 
having to pay to file a 
Freedom of Information 
Act request. Ending it is 
a clear step backwards 
for transparency.

Wanting to better 
understand, I watched 
the meeting myself. 
What I saw was even 
more troubling. There 
was some debate at fi rst, 
but the moment Colleen 

Worden, Valarie St. 
John, Clint Derringer, 
Laura Hull and Tim 
Klepp didn’t like what 
they were hearing, they 
voted to shut it down 
and rush to a vote. The 
second their position 
was challenged and it 
was shown they were 
wrong, debate was 
ended. Trustees are 
elected to represent us 
by asking questions, 
raising concerns and 
testing ideas in public — 
not silencing discussion 
when it becomes incon-
venient.

This is just one more 
action by this board, 
under the presidency of 
Colleen Worden, that 
runs directly against 
transparency. The mes-
sage to the public is 
clear — they believe 
only their voices matter, 
not ours. That is not how 

democracy or represen-
tative governance is sup-
posed to work.

What disturbed me 
most was watching 
Trustee Clint Derringer 
lose his composure 
when confronted with 
the truth and exposed 
for lying. His angry out-
burst looked less like 
leadership and more like 
a temper tantrum. For a 
board that should model 
civility and accountabil-
ity, this behavior was 
deeply concerning.

The people of this 
community deserve 
trustees who value open 
dialogue, transparency 
and honest leadership. 
Silencing debate and 
hiding communications 
is the opposite of what 
our schools and our chil-
dren deserve.

MARLENE SMITH
Grosse Pointe Shores

LETTERS:
Continued from page 6A

We just stated the actions were conducted by people 
who had immense hate against America. Regretfully, 
their actions impacted thousands of innocent men, 
women and children from all walks of life.

As with millions across the world, the following days 
were somber, quiet and refl ective.

During that week, Clovernook continued to produce 

thousands of Braille pages, distribute recorded and 
Braille publications, manufacture fi le folders for the 
federal government and business fi rms, as well as bio-
degradable hot beverage cups for the U.S. Navy.

We continued to offer clients orientation and mobil-
ity training, low vision services, recreational activities 
and career training.

An epilogue to those tragic 9/11 events occurred in 
August 2005, when Hurricane Katrina devastated New 
Orleans and the adjacent coastal region. Through the 
leadership of Edith Old, Clovernook’s Memphis vice 

president, she had the facility become a haven for 
guide dogs that became separated from their owners 
during the storm.

I am so proud of our employees and the people we 
served.

Jeffrey D. Brasie is a retired health care CEO and a 
Vietnam-era veteran who served in the U.S. Navy and 
U.S. Naval Reserve and was on the public affairs staff 
of the Secretary of the Navy. He grew up in Alpena and 
resides in Grosse Pointe Woods.

GUEST:
Continued from page 6A

I  S AY  By Laurel Kraus

A
n y 
American 
who was 
alive at 
the time 
k n o w s 

where they were and 
what they were doing 
when JFK was assassi-
nated Nov. 22, 1963.

Much the same way 
many of us now remem-
ber 9/11. Similar to the 

way we’ve all experi-
enced the confusion, dis-
belief and fear of the 
recent COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

It’s a collective sense 
of a societal shift, the 
realization we’ve lived 
something that will now 
be a major part of our 
history. 

I was 4 years old when 
American Airlines Flight 
11 and United Airlines 
Flight 175 were hijacked 
and struck the Twin 
Towers, killing 2,976 
people on Sept. 11, 2001. 

I remember being at 

Meijer on a morning 
shopping trip with my lit-
tle brother and mom 
when my dad called and 
told her to leave right 
away and get home. No 
one knew if more attacks 
would happen. 

We spent the morning 
in the basement watch-
ing the news. 

T h a t  u p c o m i n g 
January, my class in 
school decorated paper 
calendars and were 
tasked with drawing 
something for each 
month. I came home with 
a child’s drawing of two 

rectangular buildings on 
fire for the month of 
September. My mom has 
kept it to this day. 

Today is the 24th anni-
versary of Sept. 11, 2001.

It’s not just another 
Thursday, but a day to 
remember what we went 
through as a country and 
the resiliency with which 
we emerged. At that 
moment in history, 
Americans were all on 
the same team. 

“This was the most hei-
nous  a t tack  ever 
launched on the soil of 
the United States,” said 

Ed Zier, who wrote 
“Undaunted,” based on 
witness accounts of the 
day. “It surpassed Pearl 
Harbor by 500 deaths. It 
was a signifi cant event 
that showed the best this 
country had to offer to 
simply stand tall and not 
let it crush us.”  

Zier, who was COO of 
a company in the South 
Tower, was invited to 
give a personal refl ection 
d u r i n g  T h e  W a r 
Memorial’s 9/11 Service 
of Remembrance today 
at 8:30 a.m. on the lake-
front lawn. 

“The importance of 
never forgetting is why 
these (remembrances) 
are critical, so that we 
don’t repeat the mistakes 
of the past and we don’t 
allow the lost lives to be 
forgotten or to be trivial-
ized as a statistic,” he 
said. 

There’s a whole gener-
ation growing up now 
who weren’t here to 
experience this turning 
point in our country’s 
history.

If I can offer a sugges-
tion: Take a little time 
today to sit around the 
kitchen table and talk 
about what you remem-
ber, where you were and 
what you were doing on 
Sept. 11, 2001. 

Remembering 9/11

1950
75 years ago this week

P A R E N T S  T O 
B A T T L E  S C H O O L 
BOARD: The parents of 
the first and second 
grade school children in 
the Vernier school area 
do not intend to take 
lying down the dictum of 
the school authorities 

that their children shall 
be subjected to half-day 
sessions this year in 
those primary grades. 

1975
50 years ago this week

WOODS COUNCIL 
STUDIES SUBJECT OF 
SIGN CONTROL:  A 
proposed amendment to 

Ordinance No. 198, 
which would have elim-
inated all open roof and 
solid roof signs in the 
Woods by Jan. 1, 1978, 
w a s  u n a n i m o u s l y 
r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e 
Commit tee  o f  the 
Whole, by the council 
after a discussion, 
which ran over a half 
h o u r ,  c o n c l u d e d 
between the solons, 
members of the plan-
ning commission and 
representatives of the 
Mack Avenue Business 
Men’s Club.

2000
25 years ago this week

FARMS SET FOR 
D E T R O I T ’ S 
TRICENTENNIAL: 300 
years — where does the 
time go? The Grosse 
Pointe Farms City 
Council recently agreed 
to let historic re-enac-
tors set up camp in the 
Farms Pier Park in May 
2001 as part of the cele-
bration of the 300th 

anniversary of the 
founding of Detroit.

2015
10 years ago this week

FIRST ENGLISH 
W E L C O M E S  N E W 
PASTOR: First English 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church welcomed the 
Rev. Sean Motley as its 
new pastor during Aug. 
30 worship services. 
Motley was born and 

raised in Thornton, Ill., 
and graduated from 
Valparaiso University in 
1989, with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in sociology 
and criminal justice. 
While in college, he 
enlisted in the  U.S. 
Army Reserves and 
served in a reserve fi eld 
artillery unit. Following 
college he received a 
scholarship to attend 
Kent College of Law in 
Chicago. In the fall of 
his first year, he mar-
ried Colleen, his wife of 
25 years.

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES
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CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — When the in-
tention for Starbucks to 
move into the old Jos. A 
Bank space in The Village 
was announced in 2023, 
the site plan indicated the 
space would be split into 
two sections, leaving an 
additional 1,400 square 
feet for a new retail op-
portunity. 

Its entrance was con-
structed facing St. Clair 
and now leads to Grosse 
Pointe’s first European 
Wax Center location, 
which hosted its grand 
opening last Wednesday.  

“One of our favorite 
taglines is ‘Walk in, strut 
out,’” district manager 
Lacey Ankawi said. “It’s 
what we do. We make 
people feel confi dent and 
beautiful, so we want to 
definitely bring that to 
the city.”

European Wax Center, 
named for its wax from 
France, specializes in 
f u l l - b o d y  w a x i n g , 
although services are a la 
carte. 

We’re experts at what 

we do,” Ankawi said. 
“We want to make sure 
that when people come 
in, they know they have 
trust in someone who’s 

been doing this and is a 
wax specialist. For exam-
ple, we have some wax 
specialists who specialize 
in brows, who specialize 

in Brazilians, who spe-
cialize in people with 
special needs. We spe-
cialize in positions for 
pregnant women.” 

The Grosse Pointe 
location boasts fi ve pri-
vate suites and will have 
fi ve to seven waxers on 
hand at all times. It also 
features a retail compo-
nent with products 
including body wash, 
exfoliating creams, pol-
ishes, moisturizers and 
eyebrow products.

“Our products have 
hair-growth-minimizing 
agents,” owner Dipali 
Patel said. “So when you 
apply our product post-
waxing, it actually slows 
down the hair growth on 
the skin. And also the 
quality of hair becomes 
so fi ne, so what happens 
is when you come next 
time, waxing is less and 
less painful. In general, 
our waxing is painless.” 

European Wax Center 
has more than 20 loca-
tions in Michigan and 
more than 1,500 nation-
wide. 

“This is a luxury 
brand,” Ankawi said, “so 
we defi nitely wanted to 
bring luxury into the City 
just like they have a 
Lululemon and the small 
boutique shops. It’s beau-
tiful, so we want to be a 

part of that.” 
The location at 621 St. 

Clair is open 9 a.m. to 7 
p.m. weekdays and 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday. 

First-time guests are 
offered, depending on 
the service selected, 
either 100 percent com-
plimentary, half off or 30 
percent off the first 
appointment. 

To book an appoint-
ment, call (313) 470-0450 
or go to waxcenter.com.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

European Wax Center opens in The Village

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS —  The 
Boardroom at the Dirty 
Dog Jazz Cafe, formerly 
used for private dinners 
and meetings, reopened 
last week after being re-
purposed to fi t the vision 
of a modern cocktail bar 
speakeasy, cheekily 
named The Dog House.

“Its idea is to create a 
symbiotic relationship 
with the Dirty Dog,” said 
bar tender  Andrew 
Ramirez, who is a lead 
on the project, “in that it 
has more modern jazz-
adjacent music playing 
to bring in not just the 
younger demographic, 
but also those that go out 
to the city from Grosse 
Pointe for food, to have a 
place for a nightcap in 
their own city.”

With its own entrance 
directly next to Dirty 
Dog, The Dog House fea-
tures a separate food and 
drink menu.  

The beverage menu is 
essentially a martini bar, 
featuring a house dirty 
martini called The Mutt, 
espresso martini and a 
classic vesper, which is 
made using a throwing 
technique from tin to tin 
to give it aeration. These 

are paired with a small 
bites food menu. 

“It’s fi nger food to go 
with three ounces of gin 
in a glass,” Ramirez 
described. “So not only 
tasty, but it allows you to 
keep going.”

As a complementary 
option to the live musi-
cians who perform at 
Dirty Dog, The Dog 

House offers other vari-
eties of jazz music dis-
played over a new sound 
system in the soundproof 
space.

“Think Anderson 
Paak, FKJ,” Ramirez 
said, “all things that stem 
from Etta James and 
Louis (Armstrong) but 
are more modern and a 
little bit more R&B.”

Decorated with images 
of artists who have 
graced the stage at Dirty 
Dog through the years, 
The Dog House also is 
meant as an answer to 
the no-chatting rule next 
door.

“When you’re watch-
ing a jazz show, you 
want to be respectful to 
the musicians and so 
people couldn’t converse 
with their party (at Dirty 
Dog),” explained Alexis 

Elley of Textures Interior 
Design, who designed 
the space, “so the family 
also wanted to create a 
space where people 
could enjoy jazz music 
and have conversations.” 

The designer’s concept 
for the space was to keep 
it intimate and cozy, with 
fl oating banquettes and 
moody but warm colors.

“It’s meant to feel like 
a very exclusive secret 
spot where you’re having 

your beautiful martini 
and you’re telling your 
deepest, darkest secrets 
while listening to really 
cool music,”  Elley 
described. 

Hours at The Dog 
House, located at 93 
Kercheval, are 5 to 11 
p.m. Wednesday through 
Saturday. 

Patrons also may fol-
low The Dog House on 
Instagram @thedog
housegp.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Dirty Dog opens The Dog House on The Hill

Pearl celebrates its 
one-year anniversary this 
month with an evening 
event debuting its fall 
collection.

In its fi rst year, Pearl 

introduced the commu-
nity to globally recog-
nized designers including 
Frank & Eileen, Proenza 
Schouler ,  Missoni , 
Margaret O’Leary, Julie 

Vos and others. With a 
philosophy rooted in 
quiet luxury and endur-
ing style, Pearl has cre-
ated a curated space 
where fashion and design 
converge and every piece 
tells a story.

“Our vision for Pearl 
has always been more 

than a store — it’s a place 
of gathering, conversa-
tion and inspiration,” 
m a n a g e r  G i g i 
Badalamenti said. “We 
are so grateful for the 
warm reception from the 
community and the 
opportunity to grow 
alongside our clients.”

Pearl will mark its one-
year milestone with “A 
Year of Pearl,” 5 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 18, at the 
boutique, 74 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

The evening will fea-
ture informal modeling, 
during which guests will 
preview the newest fall 

styles and designer arriv-
als as they are modeled 
throughout the evening. 

Additionally, designer 
Barbara May will be in 
attendance to showcase 
her handbags and acces-
sories crafted in exotic 
leathers. Guests can 
explore swatches and 
place special orders, 
available through Sept. 
20.

A curated selection of 
fall-inspired furs from 
Gorski will be unveiled 
exclusively at Pearl as 
well.

Guests also will be 
treated to light refresh-
ments, as well as a com-
plimentary pearl bracelet 
with purchase, while sup-
plies last.

For more information, 
visit shoppearl.com or 
call (313) 458-8719.

Pearl celebrates one year with anniversary event, fall preview

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

European Wax Center held its grand opening at 621 St. Clair Wednesday, Sept. 
3. From left, City Manager Joe Valentine, Councilman and board chair of Main 
Street Grosse Pointe Chris Moyer, European Wax Center owner Dipali Patel, 
Mayor Sheila Tomkowiak, Public Safety Director John Alcorn, MSGP 
Executive Director Cindy Willcock and MSGP board member and Savvy Chic 
Boutique owner Lanna Young.

A focal wall inside 
European Wax Center’s 
new location boasts one 
of its mottos.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF EE BERGER

Above, as the newest venture of the Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, The Dog House at 93 
Kercheval is modeled after a modern cocktail bar speakeasy. Left, the beverage 
menu at The Dog House features a martini bar.
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Shop with us in store 16906 Kercheval Ave
in the Village of Grosse Pointe, or online

shopglitterandscotch.com
(313) 571-3607
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This August, Wild 
Birds Unlimited in 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
reached a milestone — 
33 years of bringing peo-
ple and nature together. 
To celebrate, every visi-
tor to their store at 20381 
Mack Avenue had a 
chance to win gift cards 
during a month-long raf-
fl e.

Behind this beloved 
neighborhood institution 
stands the dynamic 
mother-son team of 
Rosann Kovalcik and 
Ryan Blagdurn, who 
have transformed their 
passion for backyard 
birding into something 
larger than a business. 

What started as 
expert advice on 
attracting birds 
to yards has blos-
somed into a 
community hub 
where nature 
e d u c a t i o n 
thrives.

K o v a l c i k ’ s 
c o m m i t m e n t 
runs particularly 
deep. For 30 of 
those 33 years, 
she’s been lead-
ing bird walks at 
Ford  House , 
s h a r i n g  h e r 
expertise with 
countless nature 
enthusiasts. But 
the i r  impact 
extends beyond 
the storefront. 
W i l d  B i r d s 
Unlimited main-

tains fully stocked feed-
ing stations at Lake St. 
Clair Metro Park in 
Harrison Township and 
a t  t h e  r e n o w n e d 
Whitefish Point Bird 
Observatory in Paradise, 
Mich., ensuring that both 
local families and serious 
birders have access to 

quality resources.
The store’s educational 

mission comes alive 
through presentations at 
local libraries, civic 
groups and garden clubs, 
spreading their knowl-
edge throughout the 
c o m m u n i t y .  T h e i r 
shelves offer everything 

from premium bird food 
and feeders to baths and 
a carefully curated selec-
tion of Made in the USA 
nature gifts.

As part of the original 
and largest franchise 
system of backyard bird 
feeding specialty stores 
— with more than 300 

locations across the 
United States and 
Canada — Wild Birds 
Unlimited of Grosse 
Pointe Woods combines 
the resources of a proven 
system with the personal 
touch that only 33 years 
of local dedication can 
provide.
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COURTESY PHOTO

From left, Carol Fraser, retired Grosse Pointe Public School System teacher; Hillary Doe, Michigan 
Economic Development Corp.; Harper Woods Mayor Valerie Kindle; GPPSS Superintendent Andrea 
Tuttle; Shannon Morgan, Renovare Development; Dawn Crandall, Michigan Homebuilders Association; 
Anthony Amoroso, Michigan State Housing Development Authority; Darian Neubecker, Robertson 
Brothers Homes.

Darian Neubecker, 
president of Robertson 
Brothers Homes, said 
the company plans to 
have streets paved in 

two months, with con-
struction to begin in 
December. The first 
units will be available for 
move-in next summer.

Options will include 
three-story townhomes 
at 1,327 square feet with 
two bedrooms and 2.5 

bathrooms. 
Two-story duplexes 

will be 1,206 square feet 
with two bedrooms and 
1.5 bathrooms.

Prices will start around 
$235,000, with down 
payment help available 
for  those  earning 

between 60 and 120 per-
cent of the area’s median 
income.

The GPPSS Board of 
Education agreed to sell 
the building and land to 
Robertson Brothers in 
November 2022 for 
$650,000.

SCHOOL:
Continued from page 1A

Celebrating 33 years

COURTESY PHOTOS

Above, from left, Paul Max, Christine Wilson, Ryan Blagdurn, Rosann Kovalcik 
and William Black. Left, Rosann Kovalcik holds in one hand a photo of birds 
within a nesting box, an example of which she holds in the other hand.

The mother-son team of Ryan Blagdurn and Rosann 
Kovalcik.

Paul Max is ready to assist customers at Wild Birds 
Unlimited of Grosse Pointe Woods.

Wild Birds celebrated its anni-
versary with a Grosse Pointe 
Chamber of Commerce ribbon-
cutting event.

HAPPY HOUR
5 0 %  O F F A L L  S I N G L E  D R I N K S

AVAILABLE EVERY DAY  | BAR ONLY UNTIL 5:30PM

$8.95

$13.95

$9.95
BURRATA CAPRESE

BEET SALAD

CUCUMBER TOMATO

EGGPLANT STACK

BEGGARS PURSE

CALAMARI

FRIED BURRATA

CARPACCIO

MUSSELS

BROCCOLI RABE & 
SAUSAGE

CLAMS CASINO

HALF OFF
MEATBALLS

M O R E  T o
D R I N K

WELL | 6
ROCKS +2 | MARTINI +3

DOMESTIC BEER | 4

HOUSE WINE | 7

APEROL SPRITZ | 8

A 3. 5% Operation fee will be applied to all sales to offset the constantly changing cost from our suppliers.

OO G&T  | 7
Bombay Sapphire, citrus elixir, tonic

CANNOLI MARTINI | 8
Grey Goose Vodka, hazelnut syrup, touch of cream

TOMMY GUN | 7
Patrón Silver, fresh jalapeños, lime juice,

grapefruit juice, simple syrup, smoked sea salt rim

NONNA’S ESPRESSO MARTINI | 9
Grey Goose Vodka, Kahlua, espresso, touchof Aperol

PATRON ANEJO OLD FASHIONED | 8
Barrel-aged Patrón Anejo, bitters, lime, amarena cherry

VINNY THE GIN | 7
Bombay Sapphire Gin, Elderflower Liqueur,

lavender syrup, lime, club soda, smoked sea saltamarena cherry

OO FASHIONED | 8
Barrel-aged Pastaio house blend bourbon,

bitters, amarena cherry

PROSECCO SLUSHIE | 8
Grey Goose Vodka, peach purée, Prosecco

091125

Your Comfort Is Our GoalYour Comfort Is Our Goal
•• HeatingHeating •• CoolingCooling •• Humidifi ers Humidifi ers 

•• Air CleanersAir Cleaners •• Rheem Air ConditionersRheem Air Conditioners

586-293-6883
PriebeMechanical.comPriebeMechanical.com

Heating & CoolingHeating & Cooling

CALL TODAY 
FOR FREE

QUOTE

Offering GeneratorsOffering Generators

091125
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5K and 10K Run | 5K Competitive Walk | 5K Wheelchair
One-Mile Fun Run | 5K Leisure Walk

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 20, 2025
Grosse Pointe Farms Pier Park
Registration/Check in at 7:00 am - 8:30 am 

Fun Run starts at 8:30 am
All other events begin at 9:00 am

Register Online at grossepointerun.com
or use the QR code

Questions: rotarygprun@gmail.com

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Sunrise Rotary 46th Annual Run
Runners and Supporters Come Together Once Again to Help Others

On Saturday Sep-
tember 20th,

2025 the Grosse 
Pointe Sunrise Ro-
tary Club will offer 
a wonderful way to 
spend a Saturday af-ff
ternoon with the 46th 
annual Grosse Pointe 

Run. This event is 
Grosse Pointe Sun-
rise Rotary’s prima-
ry fundraiser. 100%
of the money raised 
allows the Club to
help those in need 
and provide college 
and trade school

scholarships to high
school students in
our community and
surrounding areas.
The Run is for ev-
eryone of any age!
For the serious run-
ners the racecourse
is USA Track and

Field certified and 
uses a professionally 
managed chip system
which automatically 
registers each run-
ners’ finish time. Par-
ticipants just wanting 
to have fun and enjoy 
the surroundings can

choose the One-Mile
Fun Run or the 5K
Leisure Walk. Sun-
rise Rotarians will be
there to welcome you 
with a smile, snacks,
and beverages at the
Grosse Pointe Farms
Pier Park.

Platinum
Z’s Pub

Ford House
Ray Laethem Buick GMC

Northern Industrial Mfg. Corp.
Paul & Suzy Stockmann

Allstate

Gold
McCarthy & Smith, Inc.

Aitken & Ormond Insurance

Silver
Russell Development Company

Patrick & Valerie Moran
Emcura - Wellness & Primary Care

Services Of Grosse Pointe
Bob Maxey Lincoln

Spencer Ray- Saros Real Estate
Renee C. Miller DDS, PLLC

Backman Wealth Management
Medstar

LaLonde Jewelers

James & Daria Cooper
Grosse Pointe Rotary Foundation

Sherrie L. Jones

Dedicated
Scholarship

Constance Lacey -
In Memory Of William Lacey

Kaye Hohlfeldt -
In Memory Of Harvey Hohlfeldt

Elizabeth K. Landers
Steven & Delores Basile

Mile Marker
Family & Friends Of Janet Ward

Brian J. Hunt, DDS
Eastside Dermatology

iCRYO
Premier Foot & Ankle PLLC

BRONZE
www.tpkprofessionalsolutions.com

Mary D. Naz
Coreander’s Children’s Bookshoppe

Technical Computing Solutions
Cabbage Patch Saloon

Moehring Woods Flowers
The Great Frame Up
Chocolate Bar Cafe

David Hammel Forensics PLLC
Dr. Bill & Anne Jennings

Beline Obeid Realty
Northwestern Mutual - Chris Flynn

Pam Mowatt State Farm
Lubera & Parnell, PLLC

The Peppler Agency
Russell Landscaping Inc.
Exway Electric Supply Co.

Telly’s Place
J.E. DeWald & Assoc. LLC

A.H. Peters Funeral Home
The Alteration Shoppe
Focus 313 Eyecare PC

Hurst Appliances
Bikes, Blades & Boards

David M. Aller
John A. Bourget

Fresh Farms Market
Grosse Pointe News

Flagstar Bank - Grosse Pointe Woods
Dennis & Mary Hyduk

Village Market - Grosse Pointe
Monique Thurman

Michael Carter
Grosse Pointe Yacht Club

Wally’s Frozen Custard
Detroit Athletic Club

Grosse Pointe Dermatology Associates, PC

The Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary Club is part of Rotary International, one of the largest humanitarian service organizations
in the world. Through its 501(c) (3) foundation, the Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary Club supports many charities.

091125
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What started as a 
small but mighty group 
of concerned citizens 
has grown through the 
decades, maintaining its 
mission of empowering 
voters and defending 
democracy.

This year, the League 
of Women Voters of 

Grosse Pointe cele-
brates its 75th anniver-
sary with a special event 
Sunday, Oct. 5, while 
also looking back on its 
accomplishments.

“ T h e  L e a g u e  o f 
Women Voters of Grosse 
Pointe Park was orga-
nized early in 1950, as a 
provincial league with 
30 members,” said Judy 
Florian, a 15-year mem-

ber who serves as direc-
tor of communications. 
“The impetus was a citi-
zens committee due to 
questionable things 
happening in city gov-
ernment. It was pro-
moted by Karl Goddard, 
president of Grosse 
Pointe Park Village dur-
ing 1940.  … They 
thought the league 
would provide transpar-
ency.

“Transparency has 
always been a big deal 
with the league,” she 
continued. “I imagine 
there were some pretty 
vocal  women back 
then.”

Though created in the 
Park, the league soon 
encompassed all of the 
Grosse Pointes and 
Harper Woods.

“By ’52, the branch 
had 200 members,” 
Florian said. “That year, 
the league held a mas-
sive voter registration 
drive, increasing regis-
tered voters by nearly 20 
percent.”

League membership 
in its heyday was tallied 
at 356; now there are 
154 members.  The 
Grosse Pointe branch is 
one of 33 in the state.

Among its accom-
plishments was helping 
found the Northeast 
Guidance Center and 
W a y n e  C o u n t y 

Community College in 
the 1960s, and launch-
ing the Pointes’ first 
recycling efforts in the 
’80s.

In the ’90s, it launched 
t h e  R u n n i n g  a n d 
Winning workshop, 
which introduced high 
school girls to the cam-
paign arena.

“Running for office, 
coming up with a slo-
gan, finding a candi-
date,” Florian said. “It 
was a one-day event that 
ran successfully for four 
or fi ve years.”

C u r r e n t  L W V G P 
President Lynne Pierce 
acted as moderator for 
the workshop, which 
was spearheaded by 
Christina Schlitt, a past 
president. Years later, 
Florian said, Schlitt 
came across past partic-
ipants who still had 
their workbooks; one of 
them had worked on a 
campaign.

The league also par-
ticipated in the 2019 and 
2024 Promote the Vote 
efforts. 

“We don’t support 
candidates, but we do 
support voting,” Florian 
said, noting the branch 
at one time produced 
“This is Your Grosse 
Pointe,” a comprehen-
sive election guide that 
was sold in local book-
stores.

“It was about getting 
people to vote,” said 
Judy Masserang, a four-
year member and chair-
woman of the 75th 
anniversary event.

“And encouraging 
people to seek public 
offi ce,” Florian added.

Though the guide was 
discontinued when the 
league launched its web-
site,  members now 
annually distribute more 
than  6 ,000  “Your 
Government Officials” 
b r o c h u r e s ,  w h i c h 
include contact informa-
tion for local, state and 
federal government offi -
cials. 

Education is key, said 
Florian and Masserang, 
who urged voters to be 
in the know, whether 

heading to the polls or 
signing a petition.

“There are so many 
petitions out there,” 
Masserang said. “We 
want to make sure peo-
ple read them before 
they sign.”

“You can’t always rely 
on petition gatherers,” 
Florian added, noting 
the potential for misin-
formation and disinfor-
mation. “People need to 

understand what they’re 
reading. We have all 
kinds of resources out 
there.” 

Among them is its 
voter services group, 
which conducts voter 
registration activities at 
high schools and hosts 
candidate forums for 
city council, school 
board, judicial and other 

Serving the estate planning and related 
needs of individuals, families and business 

owners with a focus on Wills, Trusts, 
Advanced Planning, Retirement Trusts,

Asset Protection, Charitable Giving,
Long-term Care Planning, Powers of 

Attorney, Probate and Trust Administration.

“If it matters to you,
it matters to us.”

63 KERCHEVAL AVE � SUITE 200 � GROSSE POINTE FARMS, MI 48236
313.887.0207 PHONE � 833.511.2818 FAX

HARTMANN-NIHEM.COM
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Integrity. Heritage. Lifestyle.

2024 Top Producer at Higbie Maxon Agney.

091125

Paula Draper
paula@higbiemaxon.com
313-886-3400
313-310-0211
higbiemaxon.com

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Anniversary program features Barbara McQuade

League of Women Voters of Grosse Pointe turns 75

Celebrating 75
In celebration of its 75th anniversary, the 

League of Women Voters of Grosse Pointe will 
host an event from 4 to 6 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 5, at 
the Country Club of Detroit, 220 Country Club 
Dr., Grosse Pointe Farms.

The event features hors d’oeuvres and a cash 
bar. 

Barbara McQuade, a University of Michigan 
law professor and former U.S. Attorney for the 
Eastern District of Michigan, will provide the 
address. 

“We’ve got a great speaker,” said Judy 
Masserang, chairwoman of the 75th anniversary 
event. “She answered right away and said she’d 
like to come.”

Though copies of McQuade’s “Attack from 
Within: How Disinformation is Sabotaging 
America” will be sold at the event, her focus will 
be elsewhere.

“We wanted her to focus on democracy, what’s 
happening today and why voting is important, 
because that’s what the league is all about,” 
Director of Communications Judy Florian said.

Also during the event, historic photos of the 
league will be played on a loop and proclama-
tions honoring the chapter for its 75 years will be 
read. Members will speak about the history of the 
local league as well.

“It’s going to be a really lovely party,” 
Masserang said.

For tickets, email lwvgrosepointe@gmail.com 
with the note “75th anniversary” in the subject 
line. Sponsorships also are welcome.

Reservations are required by Saturday, Sept. 
20.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF LWVGP

From left, voter registration in the LWVGP’s early days; a publicity photo for the distribution of voter guides, circa 1954; and league members host voter registra-
tion at J.C. Penney in 1955.

Barbara McQuade will speak at the 75th anni-
versary event.

From left, Julianne Phillips, Jaime Rae Turnbull, 
Micki Verderbar and Martha Hutting.

From left, Marge Freundl, Susan Acton, Diana Domin and Mary Garlough. See LEAGUE, page 6B
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Grosse Pointe Theatre is 
gearing up to offer a three-
part series of playwriting 
workshops, offered to 
encourage new and expe-
rienced playwrights to 
take part in its 13th annual 
Ten-Minute Play Festival.

The 2026 festival, which 
takes place next May, fol-
lows the theme, “The 
Waiting Room.” All are 
welcome to register.

Workshops will help 
participants create com-
pelling play ideas; develop 
interesting characters; 
and teach key elements of 
playwriting, including a 
beginning, climax, confl ict 
resolution and conclusion. 

Workshops take place 
9:30 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, Sept. 20 and 
Oct. 11, and 9:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 
1, at Grosse Pointe 
Memorial Church, 16 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

Space is limited and 
advanced registration is 
required. The series is free 
for Grosse Pointe Theatre 
members and $25 for non-
members. Register at gpt.
org.

For play submissions to 
be considered, plays must 
adhere to the following 
criteria:

◆ The theme, “The 

Waiting Room,” needs to 
center around the action 
taking place in a waiting 
area or room; have a lim-
ited black-box set with no 
more than four chairs, a 
desk and a multi-purpose 
bench, if needed. (No win-
dows or doors will be 
included.) All action 
should be in a continuous 
scene that takes place in 
this one location. Set-
dressing accessories also 
should be minimal.

◆ The number of char-
acters should be between 
two and four, with simple 
costumes and makeup.

◆ The dialogue in the 
play should be family 

appropriate.
◆ Playwrights should 

only include their contact 
information on a cover 
sheet, not on any of the 
play pages.

◆ Plays should be in 
transcript form, no more 
than 10 minutes (approxi-
mately eight to 10 typed 
pages) and include a 
three-sentence synopsis 
on the opening page of the 
play.

◆ Playwrights who do 
not follow the criteria will 
risk being automatically 
disqualified without 
notice.

All play transcripts must 
be emailed to taketen

submissions@gpt.org by 
midnight Sunday, Nov. 
30. Plays that follow the 
criteria and are family 
appropriate will move to 
the fi nal adjudication by 
independent judges not 
affiliated with Grosse 
Pointe Theatre.

The playwrights of the 
top 10 judged plays will be 

notified by March. The 
winning plays will be pre-
sented at Grosse Pointe 
Theatre’s 13th annual 
Take Ten: Ten-Minute 
Play Festival planned for 
spiring 2026.

For more information, 
visit gpt.org/take-ten/ or 
email playfestival@gpt.
org.

Registration for GPT’s playwriting workshop starts Sept. 20
Ten-Minute Play Festival submissions due Nov. 30

The Barbara Ann 
K a r m a n o s  C a n c e r 
Institute is gearing up 
for the third annual 
Classic Cars for the 
Cure, supporting cancer 
research at Karmanos, 
Saturday, Sept. 20.

“We are honored to 
invite our friends in 
Detroit ,  throughout 
southeast Michigan and 
worldwide, to a special 
event,” said Deborah 
S a v o i e ,  K a r m a n o s 
Cancer Institute board 
member. “This year’s 
Classic Cars for the Cure 
is something we all will 
long remember. And 
while we are having a 
truly wonderful time 
with friends who love 
cars, we are also helping 
raise funds needed for 
local cancer research.” 

Classic Cars for the 
Cure is held indoors in a 
private garage. Guests 
are treated to a strolling 
supper designed by 
Forte Belanger, live ’50s 
and ’60s music by 
Intrigue featuring Stella 
Actis Aldo, a perfor-
mance along with dance 
and swing lessons from 
the Oakland University 

Dance Team and dessert 
served in a 1950s diner. 
Guests also may get up 

close and personal with 
classic automobiles that 
are rarely seen on the 

streets today.
“People who love cars 

appreciate the special 
nature of their favorite 
automobiles,” Savoie 
said. “Like real people, 
we think each auto has a 
unique personality. And, 
like people, every car 
tells a story. They’ll hear 
those stories from the 
collectors as they walk 
up to view each car’s 
profi le.”

Al Trombetta, Classic 
Cars for the Cure auto-
mobile curator and local 
car aficionado, has 
assembled 25 rare clas-
sic cars from museums 
and top collectors. 
Trombetta’s mother died 
of lung cancer, so assist-
ing with this event is 
near and dear to his 
heart.

“We are impressed 
and very appreciative of 
Al’s commitment to 
bring the community 
together for a Motor 
City-style event and 
raise funds for the criti-
cal research that our 
investigators do at 
Karmanos,” said Debra 
Partrich, Karmanos 
Cancer Institute board 

member. “Our physi-
cians and researchers 
work daily to give 
patients the best oppor-
tunities they have in the 
fight against hundreds 
of cancers by discover-
ing new therapies. 
Attending this event not 
only gives Michiganders 
an up-close look at some 
unique and classic cars 
and interaction with the 
owners and fellow spec-
tators who love high-
quality vehicles, but it 
also brings in money to 
help Karmanos doctors 
and investigators con-
tinue to discover better 
treatment options for 
our loved ones, friends 
and neighbors.” 

The exhibition also 
will include several con-
cept cars, as well as sev-
eral interactive features, 
including “What’s My 
Line,” an opportunity for 
guests to learn more 
a b o u t  K a r m a n o s ’ 
research and speak with 
researchers about their 
work. 

Among the evening’s 
speakers will be Boris 
Pasche, M.D., Ph.D., 
FACP, president and 

CEO at Karmanos. 
Pasche joined Karmanos 
in August 2023, and is 
the principal investiga-
tor of the National 
C a n c e r  I n s t i t u t e ’ s 
Comprehensive Cancer 
Center Core Grant and 
chair of the Department 
of Oncology at Wayne 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ’ s 
School of Medicine. His 
goal for Karmanos is to 
become an undeniable 
leader in cancer research 
and treatment discover-
ies. He works closely 
with Karmanos physi-
cians, scientists and 
principal investigators 
to elevate and expand 
the amount of research 
currently taking place at 
the cancer center in 
Detroit.

Classic Cars for the 
Cure takes place 7 to 
10:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 20, at 1330 N. 
Crooks in Clawson. 
Guests are asked to 
wear cocktail attire or 
1950s and 1960s fl air. 

Tickets are $250 each. 
For more details on the 
event and to purchase 
tickets, visit karmanos.
org/cars25.

Karmanos presents 3rd annual Classic Cars for the Cure
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Karmanos Cancer Institute past board member 
Mary Matuja, left, and Karmanos Cancer Institute’s 
Philanthropy Officer Linda Filipczak.

Jardinieres
L a  S o c i e t e  d e s 

Jardinieres hosts its fi rst 
meeting of the season at 
noon Thursday, Sept. 11, 
at Filippa’s restaurant on 
Mound Road in Shelby 
Township. The program 
will be “Insect Crisis,” 
presented by hostess Pat 
Hays. Dues will be col-
lected.

The Family Center
The Family Center of 

Grosse Pointe and 
Harper Woods offers free 
programs and resources 
that help build happier, 
healthier families. The 
following programs take 
place at The War 
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
unless otherwise noted. 
Learn more at familycen-
terhelps.org or RSVP to 
maryjo@familycenter-
helps.org.

◆  Q P R  S u i c i d e 
Prevention Training, 6 
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 11, 
at Morton Development 
Group, 19934 Harper, 
Harper Woods.

◆  Yoga for  the 
Perpetually Online, 7 to 8 
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 16, at 
The War Memorial.

◆ Healthy Grosse 
Pointe and Harper 
Woods coalition meeting, 
8:30 to 9:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 17, at 

The War Memorial. All 
are welcome.

◆ Memory Loss and 
Cognitive Decline discus-
sion with a panel of 
experts,  6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 23, at The 
Helm, 158, Ridge, Grosse 
Pointe Farms.

◆ Community Yoga, 7 
p.m. Tuesdays during 
October at The War 
Memorial.

◆  Q P R  S u i c i d e 
Prevention Training, 6:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 7, at 
H3—Hope, Healing and 
Health Inc.,  23100 
Jefferson, St. Clair 
Shores.

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a 
variety of programs. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.

◆  H o m e  F o o d 
Preservation Series with 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University: Seed Saving 
101, 4 to 5 p.m. Thursday, 
Sept. 11, at Ewald, 15175 
E. Jefferson, Grosse 
Pointe Park.

◆ Library Bigs & 
Littles, 10 to 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 13, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Family Movie, 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 13, at Woods, 20680 

Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆  A n i m e - S t y l e 
Character Design & 
Concept Art Workshop 
with Finn Heenan, 1 to 
2:30 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 
13, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆ Reader Dog, 2 to 3 
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 13, 
at Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Meet Up & Make—
Backpack Lanyards and 
Buttons, 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 15, at 
Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆ Storytime Shuffle 
with Miss Mo!, 10:30 to 
11:30 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 
16, at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ “Join or Die” docu-
mentary screening, 6 to 8 
p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 16, at 
Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆ Baby Time, 9:30 to 
10 a.m. Wednesday, 
Sept. 17, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆ Storytime, 10:30 to 
11 a.m. Wednesday, 
Sept. 17, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆ “Sentenced,” a 2024 
documentary on illiter-
acy, 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 17, at 
Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆ Baby Time, 9:30 to 
10 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 

18, at Central,  10 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

◆ Storytime, 10:30 to 
11 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 
18, at Central,  10 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

◆ Crafternoon @ the 
Library, 1 to 3 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 18, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Building a Business 
Plan with AI, 6 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 18, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆  Book Lecture: 
“Revolutionary Vision 
Blvd.,” 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 18, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Non-Fiction Book 
Club, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 18, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

Ford House
The Edsel & Eleanor 

Ford House,  1100 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:

◆ Outdoor Summer 
Concert: The Dave 
Hamilton Band, 7 to 9 
p.m. Friday, Sept. 12. 
Ticket prices vary.

◆ New Friends of Ford 
House Orientation, 6 to 8 
p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 
17.

◆ Ford House After 
Dark, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Sept. 18. 
Tickets are $25 for 
Friends of Ford House, 
$35 for the public.

◆ Bird Walks, 8 to 
10:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 20. Cost is $8 for 
Friends of Ford House, 
$10 for the public.

◆ Light, Lens & Legacy: 
A  F o r d  H o u s e 
Photography Workshop 
& Photo Walk, 1 to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 20. Cost 
is $40 for Friends of Ford 
House, $50 for the public.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers a variety of classes 
a n d  p r o g r a m s . 
Registration is required 
at (313) 882-9600 for the 
following:

◆ The movie “Join or 
Die” will be shown at 
noon Friday, Sept. 12. 
Cost is $3 for members, 
$5 for guests.

◆ The movie “The 
Golden Voice” will be 
shown at 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 18. Cost 
is $3 for members, $5 for 
guests. 

◆ Out to Lunch Bunch: 
Pegasus in St. Clair 
Shores, noon to 2 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 24.

◆ Lunch & Learn: 
Handwriting Analysis 
and Forensics, noon to 1 
p.m. Thursday, Sept. 25, 
with certifi ed document 

examiner Ruth Holmes. 
Cost is $8 for members, 
$10 for guests.

◆ The movie “The Life 
List” is shown at noon 
Friday, Sept. 26. Cost is 
$3 for members, $5 for 
guests.

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:

◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 
Fr iday ,  Sept .  12 , 
Recreation Authority of 
Roseville & Eastpointe, 
1 8 1 8 5  S y c a m o r e , 
Roseville.

◆ 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 14, St. 
Margare t  Catho l i c 
Church, 21201 E. 13 Mile, 
St. Clair Shores.

◆  1  to  7  p .m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 17, 
Jefferson Masonic Lodge 
No. 553, 22000 E. 11 
Mile, St. Clair Shores.

◆ 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Friday, Sept. 19, 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
Community Center, 
20025 Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Woods.

◆ 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 19, Henry 
Ford St. John Hospital, 
22101 Mack, Detroit.

◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 
Fr iday ,  Sept .  19 , 
R e d e e m e r  U n i t e d 
Methodist Church, 20571 
Vernier, Harper Woods. 

Register at redcross
blood.org.

AREA ACTIVITIES

See EVENTS, page 6B
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The start of something big
Nearly 200 residents gathered Saturday, Sept. 6, at the corner of Washington and Kercheval to watch one of the inaugural GP PorchFest performances. 
Throughout the afternoon, a dozen such performances took place at other porches around the City of Grosse Pointe. 
Event organizers, with modest expectations, were thrilled with the size of the crowds, the caliber of the music and the beautiful late summer weather. Plans are 
already underway for 2026, on the Saturday after Labor Day.

PHOTO COURTESY OF GEORGE “BUZZ” YOUNG

Patrick Colbeck — 
engineer, entrepreneur, 
author and former state 
senator — will speak to 
the Eastside Republican 
Club at  7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 16, at 
The War Memorial, 
32 Lakeshore, Grosse 
Pointe Farms. 

“The forum is open to 
the public at no charge, 
so we invite anyone 
interested in sound gov-
ernment to take part in 
the discussion with Mr. 
Colbeck following his 
remarks,” said Eastside 
Republican Board mem-
ber Mike Vethacke in 
advance of the meeting. 

Colbeck is a former 
candidate for Michigan 
governor and served 
two terms in  the 
Michigan Senate, where 
he was term limited rep-
resenting the state’s sev-
enth Senate district, 
serving Canton, Livonia, 
Northville, Plymouth 
and Wayne. 

He currently serves as 
chief operating officer 
of Lindell Management, 
which offers business 
consulting services. 

Following elective 
offi ce, he founded Let’s 
Fix Stuff, the mission of 
which is to share real 
news, data and solutions 
despite being increas-
ingly scrubbed from the 
public square by big 
tech and big govern-
ment. 

Colbeck provided 
management consulting 
services more than 11 
years, including six as a 
self-employed, indepen-
dent consultant in fi elds 
as varied as healthcare, 
telecommunications and 
defense. He has been 
certifi ed as a Microsoft 
small business specialist 
and has authored two 
other books, “Wrestling 
Gators: An Outsiders 
Guide to Draining the 
S w a m p ”  a n d  “ I T 
R o a d m a p  f o r 
Professional Service 
Firms.”

The former senator’s 
public service is high-
lighted by receipt of the 
Sen .  Pau l  Fannin 
Statesman of the Year 
Award. He also has 
received legislator of the 
year awards from police, 
construction and senior 
citizen organizations. 

As chairman of the 

Senate Appropriations 
Subcommittees for State 
Police and Department 
of Military and Veterans 
Affairs, Colbeck over-
s a w  e x p e n d i t u r e s 
exceeding $500 million. 
Under his leadership, 
both departments were 
converted to perfor-
mance-based budgets 
resulting in dramatic 
improvement in ser-
vices. For example, 
Michigan’s veteran ser-
vices improved from last 
to No. 2 in the nation. 

He has served active 
members of the armed 
forces by co-founding 
Michigan  Freedom 
Centers at Detroit Metro 
Airport terminals and at 
R e g i o n a l  M i l i t a r y 
Entrance Processing 
Stations. 

He is a University of 
Michigan graduate with 
Bachelor and Master of 
Science degrees in aero-
space engineering and 

the life sciences depart-
ment at the International 
Space University in 
Strasbourg, France. 

Colbeck’s engineering 
design work includes 
key elements of the life 
support system for the 
International Space 
Station. He also served 
as an instructor at Space 
Camp in Huntsville, Ala. 

He now l ives in 
Canton with Angie, his 
wife of more than 20 
years. They are mem-
bers of Northridge 
Church in Plymouth. 

T h e  E a s t s i d e 
Republican Club Forum 
meets the third Tuesday 
each month, September 
through May, at The 
W a r  M e m o r i a l . 
Admission is free and 
the public is welcome. 

Stay up to date at 
Easts ideRepubl ican.
Club and “follow” the 
ERC on Facebook and 
X.

Colbeck to speak to 
Eastside Republicans
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Author and former State Sen. Patrick Colbeck.

The Garden Club of 
Michigan and the Grosse 
Pointe Garden Center 
Inc., welcome Andrew 
Bunting, vice president 
of horticulture at the 
P e n n s y l v a n i a 
Horticultural Society, as 
he presents “Trans-
forming Lives through 
Horticulture,” at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 23, at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

Bunting will discuss his 
work with the organiza-
tion, career journey and 
highlights from his 
renowned private gar-
den. He will go in depth 
and share insights about 
t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a 
Horticultural Society’s 
mission to advance 
health and well-being 
through horticulture, as 
well as the various pro-
grams that support this 
mission. 

The society supports 
more than 170 commu-
nity gardens, plants and 
cares for thousands of 
street trees, establishes 

storm water solutions, 
cleans and greens more 
than 12,000 parcels of 
vacant land, maintains 
public gardens and land-
scapes and produces the 
Philadelphia Flower 
Show. Guests will learn 
how all of these pro-
grams and events impact 
communities, create 
beauty and bring joy.

“We’re thrilled to be 
able to bring Andrew to 
the Detroit area,” GPGC 
Co-Vice President for 

Events Robin Heller said. 
“There is so much oppor-
tunity to learn from him 
and his experience at the 
PHS and it’s inspiring to 
think about what could 
be applied to our own 
communities.”

Added GCM President 
Hadley Mack French, 
“It’s a great honor for our 
organizations to partner 
together.”

This event is free and 
open to the public, with 
no membership required. 

For more information, 
visit https://www.gp
gardencenter.org/ or call 
(313) 889-1647.

To register, visit https://
bit.ly/gpgctransform or 
scan the QR code.

Garden Club of Michigan, GP Garden 
Center present horticulture lecture
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Bunting had a hand in designing Meadowbrook Farm in Pennsylvania.

About Andrew Bunting
Andrew Bunting, vice president of horticulture at the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, uses planting and design to 
promote environmentally sound gardening practices at PHS. He 
has elevated each of the departments he oversees and in-
creased the brand and visibility of PHS through their respective 
work.
Bunting received a Bachelor of Science degree in plant and soil 
science from Southern Illinois University. Prior to arriving at PHS, 
he worked at the Chicago Botanic Garden, Chanticleer Garden 
and Scott Arboretum for 27 years. He has received the 
American Public Gardens Association’s Professional Citation, 
Chanticleer Scholarship in Professional Development and the 
Certificate of Merit from the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society. 
He also serves on the board of Magnolia Society International. 
He published his first book, “The Plant Lover’s Guide to 
Magnolias,” in 2015.

The Philadelphia Navy Yard is one of the projects 
Bunting has overseen.
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OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Linda Jean Meeker

Linda Jean Meeker, 84, 
passed away peacefully 
at home Wednesday, 
April 16, 2025.

Linda was born Oct. 3, 
1940, in East Detroit, to 
Harold and Lucielle 
Lewis. She went to East 
Detroit High School 
(now Eastpointe High 
School) and graduated 
from Marygrove College 
with a degree in health-
care management, spe-
c i a l i z i n g  i n 
electrocardiograms. She 
proudly served at Henry 
Ford Hospital, where 
she dedicated her career 
to performing diagnostic 
cardiac tests and caring 
for patients.  

A woman of Christian 
faith, Linda loved God 
and dedicated her life to 
serving Him. She lived 
with an uplifting spirit 
and always put others 
over herself.  

Throughout her life, 
she put her love for the 
church on display in 
many ways, including 
music, art and stage per-
formances. She often 
translated many produc-
tions through her love of 
A m e r i c a n  S i g n 
Language.  

Linda cherished her 
family and friends 
dearly. She found great 
happiness in spending 
time with her beloved 
wife, Sylvia, and sharing 
her passions with those 
she held close.  

She loved the music of 
John Denver, Loretta 
Lynn and Patsy Cline. 
Her favorite places on 
earth were the breath-
taking mountain ranges 
of North Carolina, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
Appalachian Mountains, 
Blue Ridge and Great 
Smoky Mountains. She 
always said she was a 
mountain girl.  

She was a storyteller, 
a keeper of family his-
tory, an extraordinary 
cook, event planner and 
a trusted life advisor 
available day or night. 
Her friends lovingly 
called her a “prayer war-
rior,” because she would 
drop everything to con-
sole or pray for anyone 
in need.  

Linda was funny. She 
saw the humor in almost 
anything. Her family has 
many memories of Linda 
and Syl telling stories 
and causing each other 
to burst out laughing. 
These moments always 
exuded pure joy from 
any audience. 

Linda is survived by 
her devoted wife, best 
friend and life partner, 
Sylvia Kunst;  son, 
Andrew (René); daugh-
ters, Jennifer (Timothy) 
and Marybeth; grand-
son,  Drew;  loving 
brother, Gary Lewis 
(Kathy); and nieces and 
nephews, David, Michael 
and Amy Lewis-Young. 

Linda’s life was a gift 
to all who knew her. Her 
family said they were 
lucky to have someone 
in their lives that made 
saying goodbye so very 
hard.

Per Linda’s and her 
family’s  wishes,  a 
funeral service will not 
be held.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 
be made to the Grosse 
Pointe Animal Adoption 
Society, 20542 Harper, 
Harper Woods,  MI 
4 8 2 2 5 ,  g p a a s . o r g /
donate. 

William Paul Baer

William Paul Baer, 82, 
passed away peacefully 
Saturday, Aug. 30, 2025, 
at home in Grosse Pointe 
Shores, after a coura-
geous battle with cancer. 

Bill was born March 1, 
1943 ,  in  De t ro i t , 
to Phillip and Macy 
B a e r ,  b o t h  n o w 
deceased.

Bill’s professional life 
was defined by hard 
work, innovation and 
strong leadership. In 
1965, he joined his father 
in the family-owned 
metal coatings business, 
which he later trans-
formed into a thriving 
enterprise with opera-
tions across the U.S. and 
Canada. His leadership 
extended beyond the 
business world. He was 
a proud member of AAA 
Michigan’s Board of 
Directors and ultimately 
served as chairman of 
the Auto Club Group. 
Bill served the Young 
M e n ’ s  C h r i s t i a n 
Association (YMCA) 
board and later served 
as its chairman. He con-
tributed his expertise as 
a director of Crestmark 
Bancorp Inc., was a 
member of the Detroit 
Presidents Organization 
and served as past chair-
man of the Young 
Presidents Organization. 
Bill also was honored to 
be elected as a delegate 
to the White House 
Conference on Small 
Business, where he pas-
sionately advocated for 
the growth and develop-
ment of small businesses 
nationwide.

Beyond his profes-
sional accomplishments, 
Bill was a man of deep 
love for his family, 
friends and passions. A 
lifelong supporter of the 
Detroit Lions and the 
University of Michigan, 
his enthusiasm for his 
teams was both spirited 
and infectious. An avid 
boater, he spent count-
less joyful hours on the 
water with those closest 
to him. A fair but avid 
golfer, he valued the 
camaraderie of the game 
and deeply appreciated 
the peacefulness of fl y-
fi shing trips shared with 
lifelong friends. Bill also 
cherished traveling with 
family and friends, 
always seeking new 
experiences and creat-
ing lasting memories.

Bill is survived by his 
devoted wife, Darrene; 
their two sons, Ryan and 
Brett (Brooke); brother, 
Jim (Gail); as well as 
many extended family 
members and dear 
friends who will forever 
miss his wisdom, kind-
ness and generosity. He 
will be remembered by 
all who knew him for his 
charm, grace and gift for 
conversation — always 
greeting others with a 
warm, welcoming smile 
and with an innate abil-
ity to see the good in 
people.

A memorial service 
will be held at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 13, at 
Grosse Pointe Memorial 
Church, 16 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
The service may be 
viewed virtually at gpm
church.org.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 
be made to the Family 
Medicine Program at 
Corewell Health Grosse 
Pointe Hospital, bit.ly/
BaerMemorial.

Scott Russell

Scott Russell,  68, 
passed away peacefully 
Saturday, Aug. 30, 2025, 
at home in Boynton 
Beach, Fla., after a cou-
rageous and inspiring 
battle with non-Hodg-
kin lymphoma that 
spanned nearly three 
decades.

Born April 5, 1957, in 
Detroit, Scott was the 
beloved son of Thomas 
and Ruth Russell. He 
graduated from Austin 
Catholic High School 
and earned a bachelor’s 
degree from Michigan 
State University. Driven 
by a passion for learn-
ing and advancing his 
career, he later com-
pleted his MBA at the 
University of Detroit 
Mercy.

Scott built a life fi lled 
with love, laughter and 
resilience. He was a 
devoted husband of 42 
years to Elena, a proud 
father to Tommy and 
Lauren (Joe Toedt) and 
a doting grandfather to 
Bobby and Nori. His 
family was the center of 
his world. Whether 
gathered around the 
table enjoying Elena’s 
cooking or sharing sto-
ries during family visits 
w i th  h i s  b ro ther , 
Brandon; sister-in-law, 
Nancy; niece, Kelli and 
nephew, Blake, Scott 
found true joy in the 
company of loved ones.

Known affectionately 
as “Scooter,” Scott had 
an infectious smirk and 
always was ready with a 
sarcastic joke or an 
encouraging word. His 
strength throughout his 
long illness was nothing 
short of remarkable; he 
faced each challenge 
with quiet grace and 
determination. A suc-
cessful bone marrow 
transplant  in 2016 
granted him more pre-
cious years with family 
and friends.

Scott was an avid 
sports  fan,  loyal ly 
devoted to Michigan 
State University athlet-
ics, as well as the Detroit 
Lions, Tigers and Red 
Wings. He loved playing 
golf, watching car rac-
ing and spending time 
with Birdie, the family 
dog. 

Beyond his personal 
joys, Scott served as a 
mentor and role model 
within the non-Hodgkin 
lymphoma and bone 
marrow transplant com-
munities. His empathy 
and firsthand experi-
ence offered hope and 
guidance to many navi-
gating similar journeys. 
His legacy of courage 
and compassion contin-
ues to inspire all who 
knew him.

He was predeceased 
by his parents, Thomas 
and Ruth Russell.

Scott will be remem-
bered by all who knew 
him for his unwavering 
spirit, generous heart 
and the joy he brought 
into every room. His 
memory will be a source 
of comfort to all who 
knew and loved him.

The family will honor 
Scott’s life privately. No 
public services are 
planned at this time. 

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations 
may be made to the 
K a r m a n o s  C a n c e r 
Foundation, 4100 John 
R, Detroit, MI 48201, 
karmanos .org /g i f tof
hope.

June Clare 
Mabarak

June Clare Mabarak, 
83, of Grosse Pointe 
Park,  passed away 
peacefully Thursday, 
Sept. 4, 2025, sur-
rounded by the love of 
her family and friends.

Born June 1, 1942, 
June lived a life rich in 
purpose, creativity and 
compassion. For 40 
years, she was a devoted 
kindergarten teacher in 
Detroit ,  where she 
touched the lives of 
countless students and 
colleagues. Her class-
room was more than a 
place of learning — it 
was a space of warmth, 
laughter and inspira-
tion.

June was the beloved 
sister of Janet Shatusky, 
James Mabarak, Helen 
M a b a r a k ,  C h a r l e s 
Mabarak and Robert 
Mabarak; and a cher-
ished aunt to many 
nieces and nephews. 
She was predeceased 
by her parents, Beshara 
and Katherine Mabarak; 
and siblings, Philip, 
Nora, Theresa, Paul, 
Anthony, Fr.  John, 
Edward and Michael.

Family was the center 
of June’s life. She was 
the poet laureate of her 
large extended family, 
always ready with a 
heartfelt, witty or cele-
bratory verse for any 
occasion. Her poems 
were treasured gifts, 
capturing the essence 
of moments both big 
and small.

An accomplished art-
ist, June had a special 
l o v e  f o r  P e w a b i c 
Pottery. Her creativity 
was evident in every-
thing she touched. She 
was smart, funny and 
endlessly admired by 
all who knew her for 
her talents, kindness 
and unwavering spirit.

June’s legacy lives on 
in the lives she shaped, 
the love she gave and 
the art and poetry she 
leaves behind.

Visitation will be held 
from 3 to  8  p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 15, at 
C h a s .  V e r h e y d e n 
Funeral Home, 16300 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Park, with a rosary at 7 
p.m. 

June will lie in state 
Tuesday, Sept. 16, from 
9:30 a.m. until her 
funeral Mass at 10 a.m. 
a t  S t .  C l a r e  o f 
Montefa lco  Par ish , 
1401 Whittier, Grosse 
Pointe Park. Private 
interment will  take 
place later in the day.

June will be deeply 
missed and lovingly 
remembered by all who 
knew her. 

Arrangements were 
entrusted to Chas. 
Verheyden, Inc. Share a 
memory at verheyden.
org.

William “Bill” 
Joseph Gryzenia
William “Bill” Joseph 

Gyzenia, 92, passed 
a w a y  p e a c e f u l l y 
Monday, Sept. 1, 2025, 
at  Corewell  Health 
B e a u m o n t  G r o s s e 
Pointe Hospital. 

Bill was born March 
12, 1933, to Bertha and 
Joseph Gryzenia. He 
was the beloved brother 
of three sisters, Wanda, 
Bernice and Stella, all 
now deceased. Bil l 
g r a d u a t e d  f r o m 
Catholic Central High 
School and earned a 
degree in chemistry 
from Wayne State 
University. He began 
his career as a biochem-
ist at U.S. Rubber Co., 
Henry Ford Hospital 
and Pfizer Co. While 
working, he pursued an 
MBA at Wayne State 
and transitioned into a 
successful career as a 
stockbroker and finan-
cial consultant in 1963. 
H e  b e g a n  w i t h 
Goodbody & Co., and 
later worked with Loeb 
Rhodes ,  Shearson , 
Smith  Barney and 
Ci t ibank.  Bi l l  was 
among the earl iest 
option traders in the 
U.S. and even was 
offered a seat on the 
exchange in the 1970s, 
an opportuni ty  he 
declined in order to 
devote himself to rais-
ing his three children 
with his beloved wife of 
59 years, Jean Gryzenia. 
Together, they raised 
Dr. Michele Ramsdell 
(Allen Taber), William 
Gryzenia (Nicole) and 
Dr.  Paul  Gryzenia 
(Anne). 

A resident of Grosse 
Pointe Farms for 55 
years, Bill was dedi-
cated to his community. 
He volunteered with the 
Grosse Pointe Farms 
Police Auxiliary and 
spent many joyful years 
coaching Little League 
baseball and Grosse 
Pointe hockey, where 
his two sons played. He 
also was a member of 
the Grosse Pointe Yacht 
Club and loved spend-
ing time fishing. 

Nothing brought Bill 
greater pride than his 
family, except maybe 
his iconic 1967 Cadillac 
convertible. He was a 
devoted teacher and 
No. 1 fan to his 11 
grandchildren, Craig 
(CJ), Lindsey, Charlie 
and Clare Ramsdell, 
Sofia, Gabriella and 
Andrew Gryzenia, and 
Will, Davis, Jack and 
Liv Gryzenia. He often 
could be spotted in the 
stands at their sporting 
events.  He will  be 
remembered for his 
humor, wisdom, con-
stant energy, sweet 
tooth and the love he 
poured into his family.  

A funeral Mass was 

c e l e b r a t e d  a t  S t . 
M a t t h e w  C a t h o l i c 
C h u r c h .  H e  w a s 
entombed at Mt. Olivet 
Cemetery. 

Share a memory with 
Bill’s family in the 
online guestbook at 
wujekcalcaterra.com.

Krystn Alfred 
Glancy Rollins 

Krystn Alfred Glancy 
Rollins, 85, of Grosse 
Pointe Farms, passed 
away at home Saturday, 
Aug. 2, 2025, on what 
would have been her 
l a t e  h u s b a n d ’ s 
86th birthday. 

Krystn was born Dec. 
20, 1940. On April 22, 
1966, she married Dr. 
Michael Edwin Rollins 
at St. Paul on the Lake 
Catholic Church. She 
gave birth to their son, 
Michael, on Dec. 20, 
1969, her 29th birthday. 

A skilled equestrian, 
Krystn grew up riding 
horses and performed 
at  Madison Square 
Garden. She earned a 
ribbon in the Working 
Hunter-Lady to Ride 
competition on one of 
h e r  f a v o r i t e 
horses,  Moonfl ight. 
Licia B, Red Carpet, 
S a f a r i  2 1 ,  P r i n c e 
A n d r e w  a n d  J a z z 
Session were the names 
of her other horses that 
she loved dearly. An 
a l l -around a th le te , 
Krystn captured multi-
ple trophies in tennis 
and golf. Beyond her 
t e n n i s  a c c o l a d e s , 
Krystn earned the title 
o f  W o m e n ’ s  C l u b 
C h a m p i o n  a t  t h e 
Country Club of Detroit 
in 1989, 1992 and 1997. 
She also scored multi-
p l e  h o l e s - i n - o n e 
throughout her career: 
on the 17th hole at 
B l o o m f i e l d  H i l l s 
Country Club and twice 
on the 16th hole at the 
Country Club of Detroit. 

A devoted wife and 
mother, Krystn loved 
traveling with her fam-
ily. She enjoyed skiing 
in Aspen and Vail, 
Colo., and playing golf 
t h r o u g h o u t  S p a i n , 
France, Ireland and 
Scotland. She also was 
a fan of live music and 
attended many concerts 
a t  t h e  P o n t i a c 
Silverdome, proudly 
boasting she had seen 
The Rolling Stones in 
concert three times 
before she turned 50. 

Krystn is survived by 
her son, Michael Edwin 
Rollins Jr. She was pre-
deceased by her hus-
band,  Dr .  Michael 
Edwin Rollins. 

A funeral  service 
occurred at St. Paul on 
the  Lake  Cathol ic 
Church.

Scott RussellWilliam Paul BaerLinda Jean Meeker

Krystn Alfred RollinsWilliam J. GryzeniaJune Clare Mabarak

See OBITS, page 5B
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Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

091125

Worship
     Service

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study

9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service

WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

6:30 p.m. - Worship Service
Solomon Spangler, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org

Anne Decker

Anne Decker, 77, 
passed away Monday, 
Aug. 25, 2025.

Anne was born July 7, 
1948. She was one of 
three children born to 
Frank and Marge Decker. 
Anne grew up in Grosse 
Pointe Woods and 
attended Michigan State 
University before teach-
ing the hearing impaired 
community in Lansing 
and Ingham counties for 
34 years. 

After her retirement, 
Anne moved to Traverse 
City. She traveled to 
many countries and often 
visited Arizona with her 
second husband, Ed 
Marshall. She loved to 
paint, quilt and play golf 
on the beautiful courses 
in northern Michigan. 
She also spent plenty of 
time playing piano and 
taking art classes, as well 
as playing mahjong.

Anne was diagnosed 
with lung cancer in 2018, 
and fought a courageous 
battle for many years. 
Despite her debilitating 
illness, she continued to 
find her creative voice, 
maintain an adventurous 
spirit and keep her signa-
ture Irish wit.

Anne was predeceased 
by her parents, Francis N. 
Decker and Marjorie G. 
Decker; and brother, 
Frank F. Decker. She is 
survived by her sister, 
Kathryn L. Decker; 
daughter, Jennifer Witt 
(Gary); son, Justin Breard 
(Nicole); and grandsons, 
Miles and Julian Witt.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 
be made to Grand 
Traverse Regional Land 
Conservancy, 2846 N. 
Three Mile, Traverse 
City, MI 49686, gtrlc.org/
donate/memorial-gift/.

Barbara E. Stowell
Barbara E. Stowell (nee 

Brown), 75, of Grosse 
Pointe Woods, passed 
away at home Monday, 
Aug. 25, 2025.

Barbara was born April 
16, 1950, in Detroit, to 
Chester Sr. and Mildred 
Brown,  both  now 
deceased. A proud 1968 
graduate of Grosse Pointe 
South High School and 
1972 graduate of Western 
Michigan University, 
Barbara was a lifeguard 
at Windmill Pointe Park 
in Grosse Pointe Park.

She was predeceased 
by her brother, Michael J. 
Brown. She is survived by 
her loving husband, 
Charles E. Stowell; step-
children, Darren Stowell 
(Kate) and Brenda 
Fellman; step-grandchil-
dren, Melia and Austin; 
sister-in-law, Janet 
Brown of Port Huron; 
brother, Chester Brown 
(Karen Fagan) of St. Clair 
Shores; loving nieces, 
Julie Forrester (Jeff) and 
Jennifer Brown; and a 
host of other special 
nieces and nephews.

Barbara also is sur-
vived by four very special 

girlfriends — Beth Trees 
of St. Clair Shores, 
Maggie Triner of Fraser, 
Tammy Olson of Brighton 
and Susan Rentschler 
Reiff of Kalamazoo — 
and Kim Renshaw, a very 
special cousin.

Cremation has taken 
place. Arrangements 
were handled by A.H. 
Peters Funeral Home.

A private gathering of 
family will follow at a 
later date. 

Lucille “Lucy” 
Przybysz

Lucille “Lucy” (nee 
Malinowski) Przybysz, 
100, of Grand Rapids, 
passed away Friday, 
Sept. 5, 2025, joining her 
beloved husband, Frank.

Lucy was born April 15, 
1925, in Grand Rapids. 
Together with Frank, she 
owned and operated 
Fremont Food Market 
and Snug Harbor 
Cocktail Lounge, both in 
Grand Rapids, where 
they built a legacy of hard 
work and hospitality.

She is survived by her 
children, Lawrence 
Przybysz (June) of 
Grosse Pointe, Rosanne 
Clement (Tom) of 
Caledonia and the Rev. 
Mark Przybysz of Grand 
Rapids. Lucy was lov-
ingly known as Busia to 
her five grandchildren, 
Kevin Clement (Karin), 
Ryan Przybysz (Liz), Kyle 
Clement (Adrienne), 
Andrea Arreola (Dan) 
and Matthew Przybysz; 
She was known as Busia 
Lu to her nine great-
grandchi ldren and 
numerous nephews and 
nieces.

Services were held at 
St. Anthony of Padua 
Catholic Church in Grand 
Rap ids .  She  was 
entombed at Holy Cross 
Cemetery Mausoleum.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 
be made to Emmanuel 
Hospice, 401 Hall SW, 
Ste. 263, Grand Rapids, 
MI 49503, emmanuel
hospice.networkforgood.
com/; God’s Kitchen, 40 
Jefferson SE, Grand 
Rapids,  MI 49503, 
ccwestmi.org/donate/; or 
the St. Anthony of Padua 
C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h 

Endowment Fund, 2510 
Richmond NW, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49504, bit.
ly/3JPp0K5.

Ann Brink
Ann Brink, a beloved 

mother, grandmother 
and friend, passed away 
peacefully Wednesday, 
Aug. 27, 2025, sur-
rounded by the love of 
her children.

A lifelong resident of 
the Grosse Pointe com-
munity, Ann dedicated 
her life to uplifting others 
with kindness, patience 
and generosity. She had a 
gift for putting the needs 
of others before her own 
and was a steady source 
of love and encourage-
ment to all who knew her. 
To her family, she was 
the heart and leader of 
love — always reminding 
everyone to find joy, 
embrace fun and cherish 
one another.

Ann also was the 
cofounder of Dance 
Court, a longstanding 
ballroom dancing and 
etiquette program for 
middle school children in 
the Grosse Pointe com-
munity. Through this 
work, she inspired confi -
dence, grace and poise in 
generations of young 
people.

She is survived by her 
four children, Kirby 
Traynham, Bo Brink, 
Hadley Thiel and Emery 
Buccellato; three sons-in-
law; and 13 grandchil-
dren, who affectionately 
called her “Kissy.” To 
them, she was more than 
a grandmother — she 
was a confi dante, cheer-
leader and constant pres-
ence of warmth and 
laughter.

Ann’s legacy will live 
on in the countless lives 
she touched, with her 
selfl essness, unwavering 
patience, devotion to 
family and ability to make 
each person feel truly 
special. She will be 
deeply missed and for-
ever remembered by all 
who knew her.

A celebration of life will 
be held at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 18, at the 
Country Club of Detroit, 
220 Country Club Dr., 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

Anne Decker Barbara E. Stowell

Ann BrinkLucille Przybysz
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St. Clare of Montefalco 
Catholic Church will 
host its 11th annual 
Project Hope event 
Saturday, Sept. 13. 

While officially it’s a 
5K and Pray event, par-
ticipants don’t have to go 
the full distance. All are 
invited to walk as far 
they want, pray if they 
want and eat if they want 
— all for a good cause. 

“It’s for all ages and all 
walks of life,” said Lisa 
Vismara, who co-chairs 
the event with her hus-
band, John, and son, 
Tom. “You don’t have to 
be Catholic to partici-
pate. Anyone is wel-
come.”

New this year, the St. 
Clare Music Ministry will 
contribute spiritual sup-
port in the church during 
adoration, 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m.

“Our music ministry 
asked if they could play,” 
Vismara said. “They’ll 
play meditative music 
during that time, so it 
will be a nice meditative, 
powerful environment.”

While music, prayer 
and meditation take 
place indoors, the church 
grounds will host the 5K, 
which begins at 9 a.m. 
Registration opens at 
8:15 a.m.

Afterward, those inter-
ested are invited to Mass 
at 4 p.m., followed by 
dinner at 5:30 p.m. This 
year’s speaker is WJR-
AM’s Jack Krasula, host 
of “Anything is Possible.” 
Through his program, 
Krasula helps guests 
share their stories of 
achievement against all 
odds.

Making a comeback 
after facing adversity is a 
theme of Project Hope, 
which was created in 
2014, to honor a parish-
ioner who had cancer, as 
well as raise funds and 
support for parishioners 
going through cancer or 
other diffi cult situations.

Proceeds from this 
year’s 5K and Pray ben-
efi t two former military 
men whose lives refl ect 
the core value of service.

Jack Popek, along with 
his wife and two young 
children, moved to 

Grosse Pointe after his 
26-year career with the 
U.S. Navy. In 2017, his 
wife, Brenda, passed 
away unexpectedly due 
to complications from a 
ruptured aorta.

“He became a care-
giver for his children,” 
Vismara said. “Numerous 
family members also 
died — his mother-in-
law, his parents and his 
sister. So he’s on his own 
dealing with that grief 
and raising his kids.”

Despite his hardships, 
Popek has shown resil-
ience and faith, while 
continuing to give to the 
community. He currently 
serves as a Stephen 
Minister at St. Clare.

The second recipient is 
Dennis Panas, who 
served 37 years in the 
U.S. Air Force and is a 

Knights of Columbus 
member at St. Clare.

“He had COVID in 
2020, and was on a venti-
lator for three months,” 
Vismara said. “He has 
long COVID now, which 
stays with you for life. 
He’s facing multiple 
issues from that.”

While working through 
his own struggles, Panas 
cared for his wife, Mary, 
who was experiencing 
complications from juve-
nile diabetes. She passed 
away in June. 

Panas then had major 
back surgery in July and 
still is recovering. 

“We couldn’t ask for 
two better people to sup-
port,” Vismara said, not-
i n g  b o t h  m e n ’ s 
commitment to serving 

Community encouraged to 
join Project Hope Sept. 13
By Jody McVeigh
Editor

COURTESY PHOTOS

Project Hope participants gather for a previous event.

Adoration will take place continuously from 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. in the church.

Proceeds this year benefi t Jack Popek, left, and 
Dennis Panas.

See HOPE, page 6B

The War Memorial 
will serve as a drop-off 
site for the Free Bikes 
4 Kidz nonprofit from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Sept. 27, outside of its 
the carriage house.

The last seven years, 
Free Bikes 4 Kidz has 
given underserved kids 
in metro Detroit 14,614 

bikes — each one with 
a new helmet — getting 
kids started on a hap-
pier, healthier child-
hood. Their goal this 
year is to collect 3,000 
bikes in one year, but 
that can’t be accom-
plished without help 
from the community.

Those with a used 

bike to donate may 
drop it off at The War 
Memorial or another 
donation site across 
southeast  Michigan 
and Free Bikes 4 Kidz 
will refurbish it and 
give it to a child in 
need.

For more informa-
tion, visit fb4k.org.

The War Memorial to serve as 
collection site for Free Bikes 4 Kidz
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the country and their 
community. “… You 
don’t get picked for years 
of service. We’re sup-
porting people who are 
giving so much to our 
world.

“… This event is about 
community support,” 
she added, “walking side 
by side with these peo-
ple and raising some 
money to help them out 
and let them know 
they’re not alone in this 
tough time.”

Vismara encouraged 

the community to attend 
and participate in what-
ever way best suits them 
— sitting in church for a 
moment of peace or say-
ing a few prayers; walk-
ing, running or riding a 
bike in the 5K; or all of 
the above.

Activities also will be 
available for children.

Cost for the 5K and 
dinner is $50; dinner-
only and run-only tick-
ets are $35 each. Project 
Hope T-shirts also are 
avai lable  for  $25. 
Additionally, donations 
of any size may be made 
online at projecthope
ofmichigan.com.

HOPE:
Continued from page 5B
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Project Hope offers activities for all ages.

candidates. The forums 
are  recorded  and 
uploaded to the league’s 
YouTube channel — 
which happens to be 
how Florian fi rst learned 
about the league, when 
she couldn’t attend a 
candidate forum in per-
son.

“I found out a record-
ing was available that I 
could watch,” she said. 
“I thought, wow, this is 
a great service to the 
community. At their lei-
sure they can watch a 
forum and make a deter-
mination on who to vote 
for.”

“ O u r  c a n d i d a t e 
f o r u m s  a r e  w e l l -
respected and greatly 
appreciated by our citi-
zens,” Pierce said. “We 
promote civic responsi-
bility, encourage citi-
zens to be informed 
voters, support citizens 
to register to vote and 
encourage them to vote 
in all elections.”

“I joined because I 
didn’t know anything 
about it,” Masserang 
admitted. “I was hoping 
to help influence the 
election, but I had no 
idea they do things in a 
nonpartisan way. What I 
found was all these 
really smart women … 
and really smart men.”

Masserang became 
board secretary on day 
one.

“It’s a fascinating 
group to be a part of,” 
she added. “They’re 
smart, they research 
things, they become 
knowledgeable about all 
the issues. It’s a wonder-
ful organization.”

The league takes pride 
in its thorough study of 
issues. It has a history of 
developing positions 
and presenting pro-
grams on myriad topics, 
including gerrymander-
ing, redistricting, voting 
rights updates and civic 
education.

“As president, my 
proudest accomplish-
ment within the league 
is the policy we devel-
oped against banning 
books in public librar-
ies,” Pierce said. “Our 
local league was con-
cerned  about  the 
national trend to ban 
books and decided to 

study the issue and 
develop a policy (which 
can be read on the 
league’s website). Once 
o u r  m e m b e r s h i p 
approved this policy, we 
took it to our state 
league. On behalf of our 
local league, I addressed 
our state convention to 
concur with our posi-
tion. It passed unani-
mously.”

She also presented a 
workshop on the topic 
at the national conven-
tion. 

“Many of the attend-
ees were from states 
that face serious ero-
sion of their right to 
read what they chose,” 
she added. “Our efforts 
provided support for 
leagues throughout the 
country.”

The local league has 
developed positions on 
Wayne County govern-
ment, solid waste man-
a g e m e n t ,  l i b r a r y 
expansion, land use and 
recreation. It recently 
voiced its support of the 
City of Grosse Pointe’s 
sewer project.

“We want to support 
issues,” Florian said. 
“It’s not just about vot-
ing; there’s more to the 
league. The biggest is 
defending our democ-

racy.”
However ,  F lor ian 

noted one misconcep-
tion about the league is 
people think it is parti-
san.

“It’s not,” she said. 
“The reason people 
think that is because we 
support issues that 
some people think are 
partisan issues, but 
they’re not — issues like 
the environment, cli-
mate, voting rights.”

“Our  league has 
always played an impor-
tant role in providing 
accurate, non-biased 
information to our citi-
zens about candidates 
and issues,” Pierce 
noted.

A member since 1991, 
Pierce joined the league 
because she wanted to 
be involved in a group 
that promoted civic 
responsibility. 

“For most of this time 
I was an elected judge 
(Grosse Pointe Woods 
Municipal Court, then 
3rd Circuit Court),” she 
said. “I was therefore 
unable to take on a lead-
ership position on the 
board. … Once I retired, 
I was elected president 
of our league. As a non-
partisan offi cial most of 
my life, this is a perfect 

fi t.”
“The thing I love 

about the league is 
there’s something for 
everyone to do, from a 
minor level to serving as 
an officer,” Florian 
added. “We’re all volun-
teers. … You can jump 
in full bore or be a 
greeter at a forum. 
There’s something for 
everybody.”

Opportunities include 
being part  of  the 
observer corps, whose 
members attend local 
city council, school 
board and library board 
meetings, noting issues 
of importance and mon-
itoring adherence to the 
Open Meetings Act.

Clerks in some of the 
Grosse Pointes ask for 
league assistance pre-
paring ballots for absen-
tee voting.

“Clerks in the area 
feel like the league is an 
important organization 
they can take advantage 
of as well,” Masserang 
said. “A lot of us work 
elections, too.”

Membership to the 
league is open to anyone 
16 and older. Despite its 
name, men are welcome 
to join. For more infor-
mation, visit lwvgrosse
pointe.org.

LEAGUE:
Continued from page 1B

PHOTOS COURTESY OF LWVGP

League members at their 2025 picnic.

League members at vari-
ous functions, pictured 
clockwise from top left: 
From left, President 
Lynne Pierce, Julianne 
Phillips and Marge 
Freundl; Margrit 
Poynter, left, and 
Julianne Phillips; and 
from left, Judy Morlan, 
Mary Morshead and 
Mary Vitolins.

League members met during COVID at The War Memorial to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the pas-
sage of the 19th Amendment.

St. Michael’s hosts 
Lunch, Laugh and Learn

Lunch, Laugh and Learn at St. Michael’s Episcopal 
Church, 20475 Sunningdale Park, Grosse Pointe 
Woods, resumes Thursday, Sept. 18. 

Drs. Nicole Ludke and Harrison Westmore from 
Grosse Pointe Audiology will speak about digital 
advances in hearing assistive devices and hearing 
aid technology, as well as the challenges of untreated 
hearing loss and cognitive decline. 

Lunch is at noon, followed by the program at 12:45 
p.m. The event is open to the public. A freewill offer-
ing is collected at the door. 

Deadline to reserve a seat by Tuesday, Sept. 16. 
Call the church office at (313) 884-4820.

The War Memorial
The War Memorial, 32 

Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, offers programs 
and activities for the com-
munity. For information 
on the following, visit 
warmemorial.org

◆ Second Saturdays at 
TWM: At the Circus, 9 to 
11 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 
13. Tickets are $10 per 
child.

◆ Adulting 101, 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 
18.

◆ Flying the P-3 Orion: 
A Vietnam War Pilot’s 
Story, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Sept. 18. 

◆ United States Naval 
Academy Admissions 
Forum, 10 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, Sept. 20.

POST Detroit
POST Detroit, 14500 

Kercheval, Detroit, hosts 
several workshops during 
September. To sign up for 
the following, visit mutu-
aladoration.com: 

◆ Two-Day Upholstery 
Workshop: Dining Chair 
Seat Covers, 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Saturdays, Sept. 13 
and 20. Cost is $100.

◆ Sewing Workshop: 
Crossbody Bags, 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 
13. Cost is $120.

◆  W o o d w o r k i n g 
Workshop: Framed 
Assemblage, 2 to 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 13. Cost is 
$90.

◆  H a p a  Z o m e 
Workshop: Eco Printed 

Bandanas, 5 to 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 13. Cost is 
$60.

◆ Ceramics Workshop: 
Terracotta Planters, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 14. Cost is $85.

◆ Three-Day Sewing 
Workshop: Intro to 
Garments—Wrap Skirts, 
2 to 5 p.m. Sundays, Sept. 
14, 21 and 28. Cost is 
$175.

◆ Therapeutic Art 
Workshop: Neurographic 
Art Making, 2 to 5 p.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 14. Cost is 
$60.

Rotary
The Rotary Club of 

Grosse Pointe hosts its 
next meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 17, at 
Village Grille, 16930 
Kercheval, City of Grosse 
Pointe. Fred Hunter, CEO 
of Detroit PAL, speaks. 
Email  grossepointe
rotary@gmail.com. 

GPAA
The Grosse Pointe 

Artists Association offers 
a variety of classes at its 
studio, located at The War 
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
Register at  grossepoin-
teartcenter.org.

◆ Explorations in 
Abstraction with Valerie 
Allen, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday, 
Sept. 20 and 21.

◆  B e h i n d  t h e 
Brushstrokes: The stories 
and techniques of Vincent 
van Gogh, with Donald 
Cronkhite, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Thursdays, Sept. 25 
to Oct. 9.

EVENTS:
Continued from page 2B
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Whetting theater-
goers’ appetites ahead of 
the delayed start to its 
78th season, Grosse 
Pointe Theatre opens its 
Purdon Studio Theatre 
season with a black-box 
production of “The 
Lifespan of a Fact.”

Performances, which 
take place Sept. 19 to 21, 
and 26 to 28, mark City of 
Grosse Pointe resident 
Virginia Lee’s fi rst time 
directing a full-length 
play. However, with a 
background in fi lm and 
entertainment, not to 
mention her work as a 
professional voice actor, 
she is fully prepared for 
the challenge.

“ I  d id  d irect  a 
Shakespeare short last 
summer,” she said. “… 
When I heard they were 
considering ‘Lifespan of 
a Fact,’ I jumped on it. I’d 
seen it done on another 
theater. It was the fi rst 
time I’d seen a play that 
sucked me in like I was 
watching a movie. It was 
so cinematic.”

“The Lifespan of a 
Fact” is based on the true 
story of an essayist and a 

fact-checker at a failing 
newspaper who find 
themselves at odds. It 
asks thought-provoking 
questions about truth, 
accuracy and the line 
between fact and art.

“It’s a gripping battle,” 
Lee said, “… inspired by 
real events and real peo-
ple. Because it’s such a 
naturalistic piece, the 
dialogue is very natural.

“The authors clearly 

have an appreciation for 
words and literary 
devices,” she added, “and 
since I’m a writer, too, I 
really appreciate this 
detail.”

Newer shows on 
Broadway, Lee explained, 
have moved away from 
traditional theater styling 
and toward the human 
story, which creates 
more connectivity with 
audiences.

“When we see other 
people’s messiness, it 
makes us feel more 
human,” Lee said, adding 
that she’s excited to bring 
the story to Grosse 
Pointe.

She hopes to make the 
per formance  more 
immersive by using a 
thrust stage, which 
extends into the audi-
ence, who will be seated 
on three sides. 

“Because the perfor-
mance space is more inti-
mate, the actors are able 
to embrace this style — 
and they have been rising 
to the challenge beauti-
fully,” she said.

Lee, who earned a 

degree in film from 
Wayne State University, 
studied directing, screen-
writing and fi lm history. 
Her final project pre-
miered at the 2011 
Cannes Film Festival in 
the short fi lm category. 

She currently works as 
a professional voice 
actor.

“I’ve learned a lot the 
last fi ve years,” she said. 
“Voice acting is similar to 
theater acting; there’s 
lots of crossover. I want 
to bring my knowledge to 
others in the commu-
nity.”

Lee has been affi liated 
with Grosse Pointe 
Theatre nearly a decade 
and has appeared both 
onstage and behind the 
scenes.

“I love being part of a 
well-oiled machine,” she 
said, noting the many 
people who have helped 
with this production. 

“Every theater piece … 
feels like it’s something 
bigger,” Lee said. “You’re 
creating a living thing 
outside of yourself and to 
have so many people 
involved has been touch-
ing and exciting. I can’t 
wait to see how it comes 
out onstage.”

Lee noted the produc-
tion should entice any-
one in search of a new 
theater  p iece ,  as 
“Lifespan” debuted on 
Broadway in 2018. It’s 
also meant for those 
interested in natural dia-

logue and comedy, as 
well as for wordsmiths. 

“And people who like 
relat ionships,”  she 
added. “There are three 
complicated human 
beings in the mix. How 
they interact is fascinat-
ing.

“… You need to see this 
piece,” she added. “It’s 
timely. It’s about journal-
ism and truth. Right now, 
there are a lot of feelings 
about the direction of the 
country and the world at 
large. With the internet, 
what’s true and what’s 
not true? With politi-
cians, are they telling the 
truth or not? It’s diffi cult 
to find our bearings in 
this world. It’s about fi nd-
ing the truth among the 
facts. … It’s about com-
ing to our own conclu-
sions as well and about 
seeing the bigger picture 
of how the world works 
around you.”

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY
Animals Available for 
Adoption at gpaas.org
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
313-884-1551 OR www.gpaas.org

Ca ll to a rra nge aCa ll to a rra nge a
Meet a nd Gre etMeet a nd Gre et

Meet

MIST YMIST Y
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HA CHIA CHI
20542 Harper

(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

Male, 1.5 years old,Male, 1.5 years old,
Akita, Tricolor, 88 lbs.Akita, Tricolor, 88 lbs.
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18554 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48236

villagelockgp@gmail.com • 313-881-8603

VILLAGE LOCK
& HOME REPAIR 

ENTRY & INTERIOR DOORS
Sales • Service • Expert Installation

Choose your Door Design, Paint or Stain
Door Jams and Hinges

Now Available at

Next Open Houses
Saturday, Sept. 20th and Oct. 4th

10-Noon

Female,Female,
6 months old, 6 months old, 
Shorthair,Shorthair,

BlackBlack.

A new school year often stirs up anx-
iety and excitement for many children. 
September not only can signal new 
experiences and friendships, but also 
signifi cant changes in routine. These 
changes may include earlier bedtimes, 
earlier wake-up times, fully scheduled 
days, extracurriculars and sports, 
homework and the expectation of your 
child’s full attention for seven hours 
per day.

For some, the shift from summer 
freedom can feel daunting, but it can 
be successfully navigated with simple 
strategies. The following tips will help 
your family more easily transition back 
to school.

Plan for extra time — 
more than you think

Every morning, taking the time you 
need is the fi rst step to a manageable 
school day. It is unsustainable for chil-
dren, teens or even parents to be regu-
larly hurried. This cycle could look like 
pushing through activities, homework 
and dinner in the evening while, in the 
morning, skipping breakfast and rush-
ing to school before the bell rings. This 
pattern puts bodies in a chronic state 
of stress, where the nervous system is 
activated, and the following can occur 
as a result:

 ◆ anxiety
 ◆ tantrums
 ◆ mood swings
 ◆ family arguments
 ◆ diffi culty concentrating
 ◆ diffi culty falling asleep
 ◆ waking up not feeling rested

Therefore, with the start of the school 
year, be prepared by planning for extra 
time. If you think you need an hour, 
plan for two. Your mind, body and ner-
vous system will thank you.

Notice your approach
Also important for your children’s 

adjustment to school is your own 
approach to work and other tasks. 
Notice your language. How do you 
describe your responsibilities?

Perhaps, you find yourself saying 
words like, “I don’t want to go to work 
either, but I have no choice and neither 
do you.” Or, “I hate waking up so 
early.” Maybe, you’ve commented, 
“I’m so worried about this presenta-
tion.” Chances are, your children, who 
closely hear you, will develop a similar 

orientation to school.
Shifting to intentional framings of 

work will set a new example for your 
children. Consider these two state-
ments: “I love staying home with you 
and I look forward to going to the 
office,” or “This presentation feels 
uncomfortable, but being able to share 
this information is important to me, 
too.” These examples model to chil-
dren how to balance their feelings and 
responsibilities as they enter the new 
school year.

Fall favorites
Lastly, one of the most diffi cult parts 

of going back to school for children is 
ending the summer fun — park play-
dates, riding bikes, going to the pool or 
beach, ice cream dates and more. 
While diffi cult, your family does not 
have to fully shift to a fall grind. Some 
hobbies from the summer can be inte-
grated with special fall activities to 
help maintain stability between the 
seasons. Some examples include:

 ◆ picnics
 ◆ walks
 ◆ cider mills and apple picking
 ◆ bonfi res and s’mores
 ◆ hot chocolate dates

As you head into the start of a new 
school year, remember to set yourself 
up for an easier transition: Plan for 
extra time, be intentional about your 
approach to responsibilities and incor-
porate some favorite fall activities into 
the new routine. With these three 
steps, you and your children will be 
guaranteed to have a better back-to-
school experience.

Kylie (Capps) Gojanaj, LMSW, CTP-
C, is a licensed psychotherapist and 
founder of Early Wellness Group and 
Early Wellness Advantage. For more 
information, visit earlywellnessgroup.
com.

The Family Center provides free pro-
grams and resources that help build 
happier, healthier families. Learn more 
at familycenterhelps.org.

Setting yourself up for an 
easier transition back to school

A S K  T H E  E X P E R T S  By Kylie Gojanaj, LMSW, CTP-C

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

GPT’s Purdon Studio Theatre presents ‘Lifespan of a Fact’
The details
Who: Grosse Pointe Theatre’s 
Purdon Studio Theatre
What: “The Lifespan of a Fact”
Where: Grosse Pointe 
Congregational Church, 240 
Chalfonte, Grosse Pointe 
Farms
When: 7:30 p.m. Fridays and 
Saturdays, Sept. 19-20 and 
Sept. 26-27; and 2 p.m. 
Sundays, Sept. 21 and 28.
How: Tickets are $20 and 
available at gpt.org/PST or by 
calling (313) 881-4004.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Phil Potter and Laura Bartell enact a scene from “The Lifespan of a Fact.”



Dear Gabby: My son 
graduated from college in 
May and has since moved 
back home with us. He 
has started his job search 
for a professional role 
related to his degree, but 
in the meantime he is 
working full time in 
an hourly position 
at a business he 
has worked at 
during summers 
since high school.

He is a great 
kid, he is sweet 
and kind to his sib-
lings and he helps 
with (occasional) 
chores. That’s not our 
issue.

Our issue is how 
extreme his political 
views have become since 
college. I tend to be 
politically moderate, so 
it isn’t so much that I 
disagree with everything 
he believes, but I find 
some of his belief system 
fl awed and based more 
in social media and 
“TikTok facts” than in 
the truth.

I fi nd some of it disre-
spectful to his parents 
after we paid for his 
entire college career and 
as he lives under our roof. 
And I find a few of his 
views downright offen-
sive and, quite frankly, 
morally wrong.

My question is how do 

I keep my mouth shut 
while leaving out the 
proverbial welcome mat 
for my son? My husband, 
who is much more politi-
cally vocal, is really 
upset and fights with 
him a lot about their dif-
ferent beliefs. 

I don’t ever want 
things like politics or 
religion to ever interfere 
in my relationships, par-
ticularly with my family 
members. Gabby, please 
help! — Hoping to keep 
politics out of parenting 
in the Park.

Dear Hoping: It’s clear 
you love your son and 
value your relationship 
with him. That is a very 
powerful and positive 
start, given that politics 
has a way of really tear-
ing families apart. 

Many parents find 

themselves in similar sit-
uations when their chil-
dren return from college 
with strong political and 
ideological convictions. It 
can feel like you are sud-
denly living with some-
one you hardly recognize.

It’s not wrong to feel 
uncomfortable or even 
offended by some of 
your son’s views — 
especially if they chal-
lenge and oppose 
values and view-
points you’ve held 
for a lifetime. The 
key is that your 
home is your 
home — and it 
should be a 
place of mutual 
respect. That 
means it goes 
both ways. 
Just as you are 
t r y i n g  t o 
respect his 
right to form 
his own views, 
it’s fair and 
appropriate to 
expect the 
s a m e  i n 
return. Let us 

(him) not forget that he’s 
now out of college and 
receiving continuing ben-
efits and support from 
you and your husband.  

You probably don’t 
want to fi ght about poli-
tics at the dinner table, 
but silence isn’t golden 

when you are feeling dis-
respected. A calm and 
clear discussion may 
need to take place — not 
to change his mind, but to 
lay out clear expecta-
tions. And plan the tim-
ing during a calm 
moment. It will only add 
fuel to the fi re if it’s in the 
midst of a disagreement.

Your son is still young 
and his beliefs may 
change, grow or mellow 
over time. What you can 
do (which is easier said 
than done) is remain 
steady, humble and rea-
sonable. If he sees you liv-
ing out YOUR beliefs 
without bitterness, defen-
siveness or being mean 
about it, maybe that will 
speak louder than any 
opposing political view-
points.  

In the meantime, try 
encouraging boundaries 
that protect the peace of 
your household. And if 
none of this works, it is 
your house, so maybe it’s 
time for him to pay rent …
either at your house or out 
in the real world.

— Gabby

We love problem-solv-
ing and giving advice! 
Please send us  your 
questions & problems to 
advice@grossepointe-
news.com.
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The Nautical Mile fea-
tures many bars and res-
taurants, but a standout is 
New Order Coffee, a 
unique spot that doesn’t 
serve steaks or sushi. 
Instead, it specializes in 
espresso and coffee.

Opened in November 
2022 by owner Patrick 
Seeney, a 25-year coffee 
industry veteran, New 
Order Coffee at 25109 
Jefferson underwent a full 
remodel. With the closure of 
two other locations due to 
the pandemic, this new spot 
was a welcome addition.

This is not a typical cof-
feehouse; it’s a roasting 
and brewing bakehouse 
offering a variety of hot 

and cold caffeinated and 
decaffeinated coffees. 
Their in-house roasting 
sets them apart.

“We roast using a fl uid 
bed air roaster,” Seeney 
said. “Less than 5 percent 
of the industry uses this 
method. It heats the beans 
indirectly with hot air, 
resulting in faster roasts 
with more acidity and 
crisp fl avors compared to 
traditional drum roast-
ing.”

Roasting occurs daily, 
with Tuesdays designated 
for home delivery. Seeney 
explained the brewing 
process, noting the differ-
ence between espresso and 
pressure brewing.

“Pressure brewing is 
unique to us, as most cafés 
do batch brew or pour-
over,” he said. “Our pres-

sure brew system provides 
a fuller-fl avored cup with-
out filtering, creating a 
nice crema on top.”

They typically offer 
seven to 10 coffees at a 
time, including three 
blends, a decaf and multi-
ple single origins. Their 
flagship single origin is 
Ethiopia Wush Wush, with 
tasting notes of straw-
berry, floral, and water-
melon candy. The everyday 
blends are Case Study, 
with cocoa nibs, stone 
fruit, and vanilla bean 
notes; and Everyday 
Espresso, with chocolate, 
spiced rum, and peanut 
notes. All whole bean bags 
are roasted to order and 
shipped Tuesdays.

For busy morning coffee 
drinkers, New Order also 

produces in-house K-Cups.
“We are the only shop 

that makes our own 
K-Cups as fresh as our 
other coffees — the best 
K-Cup on the market,” 
Seeney said.

They rotate seasonal 
blends, with the summer 
blend, Electric Feel, being 
phased out soon and the 
fall blend, Blue Velvet, set 
to take center stage.

Cold brew? Yep. Both 
nitro and still. Nitro is only 
available in-store.

“We flash chill all our 
regular coffees instead of 
offering cold brew in the 
store,” Seeney said. “Our 
Nitro placed third in the 
America’s Best Cold Brew 
competition in 2022.”

That’s a cool accom-

plishment for a local coffee 
business. Along with stan-
dard café-style coffee 
drinks, New Order offers 
unique options as well and 
all their flavored syrups 
are made in-house. They 
also provide a coffee sub-
scription for K-cups and 
whole bean bags.

“We offer a Roaster’s 
Choice for whole bean, 
which lets you choose one 
bag, and we curate the 
other selections every 
month,” Seeney said.

When I asked about their 
espressos and lattes, I was 
reminded of the multiple 
options — not your typical 
fl avors, but defi nitely one-

of-a-kinds, like a cereal 
milk latte made with 
Frosted Flakes-steeped 
milk. It’s a fan favorite. Or 
a cookie butter latte made 
with Biscoff cookie butter.

They also have seasonal 
options and classics like 
the mocha latte, along with 
a variety of espressos, 
from classic to cappuccino 
to Americano. I love that 
there’s a category on their 
online menu labeled “Not 
Coffee,” where you’ll fi nd 
matcha and chai tea lattes, 

See  COFFEE, page 3C

                         COURTESY PHOTOS

New Order Coffee store-
front.

Handling political discourse at home

DEAR ANNIE: I’m 
writing in response to 
“Love My Mother-in-
Law,” who was being 
rudely interrupted and 
chalked it up to some-
body that wanted to hear 
themselves speak.

As a woman in my late 
30s, I started to seek out 
mental health support 
because I wasn’t the per-
son I wanted to be. One of 
the behaviors I wanted to 
change was always feel-

ing like I was interrupting 
others, but I truly cared 
about what they were say-
ing and wanted to show 
them that. Listening, for 
me, was waiting my turn 
to speak, not hearing 
what was being said. I 
thought it was a flaw in 
my personality.

After much digging and 
many other behaviors 
that seemed related, my 
therapist recommended I 
be evaluated for ADD. I 

come from a generation 
where  ADD/ADHD 
seemed to be a buzzword 
and a condition that was 
over-diagnosed to explain 
troubled behaviors in 
kids, so I wasn’t neces-
sarily on board.

Fast forward through 
research and an evalu-
ation, and I have been 
diagnosed with ADD. It 
is such a relief to know 
I am not a bad person, 
but I have an imbalance 

of neurotransmitters 
that creates many of 
these behaviors I am 
t ry ing  to  change , 
including interrupting. 
There are so many 
thoughts in my head 
that I feel, in order to 
contribute to the con-
versation, I have to get 
them out or I will forget 
due to the incessant 
raving thoughts I have.

So while she may love 
her MIL, she should also 

know that there are 
many reasons for people 
that interrupt and some 
are not within their realm 
of control. — ADD Adult

DEAR ADD ADULT: 
Thank you for giving 
another possible explana-

tion for interrupting. 
When we know better, 
we do better.

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2024 
CREATORS.COM.

ADD may be the reason for interrupting

New Order Coffee specializes in espresso and coffee

S’mores latte, Nitro cold 
brew, cereal milk latte.

Chorizo cheddar break-
fast burrito.

Blueberry scone and 
Strawberry Pop Tart.

Fall flavors coming.

Coffee Cart.

Food Gossip
by Nina Taormina

Dear Annie
by Annie Lane
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This is an absolute 
winner of a Sunday din-
ner. It’s a pairing of two 
different pork loin reci-
pes that I fused together 
for maximum satisfac-
tion. This is Ina Garten’s 
recipe for pork loin with 
fennel. I served it with a 
two-ingredient raspberry 
chipotle sauce from 
Bobby Flay. 

The pork is butterfl ied 
by cutting long slits down 
its length. This opens the 
meat up to a fl at rectangle 
surface and is what is 
wrapped around the 
stuffi ng. The stuffi ng has 
lots of aromatic fennel, 
herbs and sweet onions 
with fresh breadcrumbs 
and a bit of wine. I like to 
make my bread crumbs 
by putting leftover slices 
into a food processor and 
blending them into coarse 
crumbs. The juice from 
the pork seeps in, which 
produces a very moist 
result. But I couldn’t just 
stop there. I remembered 
watching an old “Boy 
Meets Grill” episode on 
the Food Network. Bobby 
Flay was roasting a south-
west spiced pork loin and 
served it with a raspberry 
chipotle sauce. It was 
sweet, spicy and oh so 
simple. A perfect pairing 
to the savory, deliciously 
stuffed pork. 

The best part of this 
meal is a slice of leftover 
pork with stuffing in 
between toasted sour-
dough bread. A slather-
ing of the raspberry sauce 

and a touch of mayo for 
decadence. It’s like a pork 
Thanksgiving sandwich. I 
know it’s too early to 
think about Thanksgiving 
but it’s never too early to 
t h i n k  a b o u t  a 
Thanksgiving sandwich.

The weather is sup-
posed to heat up so clip 
this recipe and save it for 
a cool, lazy Sunday. But 
I love it so much, I 
couldn’t wait to make it.

Cheers, Mombeau

Loin of Pork with 
Fennel and Raspberry 

Chipotle Sauce

1 3 ½ lb pork loin

1 tbsp olive oil

1 tbsp butter

1 medium onion

1 large bulb of fennel

2 cloves garlic, minced

3 cups fresh bread 
crumbs

2 tbsp white wine

1 tbsp fresh thyme, 
sage or parsley

Salt and pepper

Kitchen twine

3/4 cup raspberry jam

2 tbsp adobo sauce 

Preheat your oven to 
425 degrees. Slice your 
onion and core and slice 
your fennel. Add to a 
large sauté pan with one 
tablespoon of butter and 
one tablespoon of olive 
oil. Cook on medium 
heat with a pinch of salt. 
Stir every few minutes 
until they are soft, about 
10 minutes. Next add in 
the garlic. Deglaze the 
pan with the wine. 
Scrape up any bits on the 
bottom then turn off the 
heat. Add in the bread-
crumbs and fresh herbs. 
Mix together to combine. 
Set aside.

On a large work sur-
face, lay your pork loin 
fat side down. Slice the 
loin down the middle, 
lengthwise, about two 
thirds of the way down. 
Spread the meat apart 
and make another long 
slit down the middle of 
each side cutting two 
thirds of the way 
through. The cuts will 
open up the cut of meat, 
almost like a pamphlet. 
Make sure not to cut all 
the way through. Salt 
and pepper the cut side. 
Add the stuffi ng on top of 
the meat in an even layer. 
The stuffing should be 
about a half-inch layer.

Cut the kitchen twine 
into three 12-inch pieces. 
Roll each side of the pork 
up to make a log. Secure 
the middle by feeding a 
piece of twine under-
neath and tying it above 
to keep the stuffing in 

place. Do the same on 
each end so you have 
three tied strings. Trim 
off any extra twine. It 
should look like a log. 
Place the meat, fat side 
up, in an oval baking 
dish or baking sheet. 
Rub  another tablespoon 

of olive oil over the top 
and season generously 
with salt and pepper.

Roast for 25 minutes 
then reduce the tempera-
ture to 350 degrees. Bake 
for 30 more minutes. 
Remove from the oven 
and let the meat rest for 

10 minutes before slicing. 
To make the sauce, 

add the raspberry jam 
and adobo sauce to a 
small saucepan. Bring to 
a simmer for 10 minutes, 
whisking, to reduce a bit. 
Serve warm over the 
pork.

PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table
A winning combination

by Hanna Lizer

5 Out Of 5

A few weeks ago, our 
linen closet looked like it 
had survived a small tor-
nado. With king, queen 
and full-size beds in the 
house, plus enough ran-
dom pillowcases to clothe 
a small village, our sheet 
situation was spiraling. 
Stacks of bedding were 
sliding around, mis-
matched sets were tangled 
together and I could never 
fi nd what I actually needed. 

Opening the closet felt like 
triggering an avalanche.

But with the new school 
year loom-
ing and my 
organizing 
instincts on 
overdrive, I 
d e c i d e d 
something 
h a d  t o 
change.  I 
didn’t want 
to drop a for-
t u n e  o n 
fancy orga-
nizing solu-
tions, nor 
did I want to 
spend hours 
c r e a t i n g 
P i n t e r e s t -
level labels. I 
just needed 
something cheap, func-
tional and easy.

Enter these genius little 
bedding bands I found on 

the Yermivie store on 
Amazon for $17. No batter-
ies, no instructions, no 

assembling required. 
They’re just wide, stretchy, 
fabric bands labeled by 
bed size — king, queen, 

full, twin — and they’re 
exactly what I didn’t know 
I needed.

Using them 
was ridicu-
lously simple. 
I folded each 
set into its 
o w n  n e a t 
bundle — one 
fitted sheet, 
one fl at sheet, 
two pillow-
c a s e s  — 
wrapped the 
m a t c h i n g 
band around 
it and tossed 
it back on the 
s h e l f . 
Instantly, my 
once-disas-
trous linen 
closet looked 

like it had been profession-
ally staged. I half-expected 
someone from The Home 
Edit to pop out and 

applaud.
I was so proud of the 

transformation that I liter-
ally sent out a group text to 
my entire family asking 
them to please go look at 
the linen closet whenever 
they had a chance. I also 
kept walking past it just to 
admire it like it was a piece 
of fi ne art. Honestly, I still 
make people stop and 
stare at it when they walk 
by, which is slightly embar-
rassing, but you know 
what? I’m proud.

Beyond the aesthetic 
upgrade, these bands are 
actually practical. On laun-
dry day, it’s so much easier 
to grab the right set with-
out playing a game of 
“Guess the Sheet Size.” 
The labels are big and 
clear, the elastic is sturdy 
but forgiving and they 
make even my crumpled 
fi tted sheets look vaguely 

respectable.
So if your linen closet is 

giving you stress sweats or 
you’ve ever cursed while 
trying to fi nd a matching 
pillowcase, give these 
bands a try. Sometimes the 
best solution is the sim-
plest one and in this case 
also under 20 bucks. This 
product is one of the best 
and it’s getting 5 out of 5 
alligators from me. 

We LOVE testing out new 
things! Tell us about your 
favorite item or something 
you want us to try for you! 
Drop us a line at media@
grossepointenews.com.

COFFEE
hot chocolate, iced teas 
and lemonade.
Hungry on the run? New 
Order has a full breakfast 
program, with everything 
made in-house to order. 
The chorizo burrito is the 
top seller. It features hon-
eybee chorizo, white ched-
dar, egg and spinach, 
roasted potatoes in a fl our 
tortilla, with hot sauce and 
avocado crema on the side. 
I’ll have to get one tomor-
row because I can’t stop 
thinking about it. Their 
sourdough-and-egg break-
fast sandwich is also popu-
lar and a great vegetarian 
option. They offer vegetar-
ian burritos as well.

I mentioned a bakehouse 
earlier — scones, coffee 
cakes, breakfast bars, 

doughnuts — all baked in-
house. Fan favorites 
include the mixed berry oat 
bar and mini pop tarts. I’ve 
never left New Order with-
out at least one mini pop 
tart. Scone and coffee cake 
options change with the 
seasons, and they offer a 
vegan scone and a gluten-
free cinnamon roll scone.

With the hol idays 
approaching, did you know 
you can have New Order at 
your family festivities and 
work parties? A nice cap-
puccino or espresso after 
dinner with dessert? New 
Order has a traveling cof-
fee cart.

“Almost anything you 
can get in store, you can 
get on our cart,” Seeney 
said. “We curate the menu 
based on your event.”

You can secure this 
option via their website or 
by email. Currently, you 

can fi nd New Order at pop-
ups around town, like 
farmers markets. Always 
check their social media 
for updates.

This small but ener-
gized business is on the 
Nautical Mile and is 
being affected by the 
Jefferson Road construc-
tion. Located at 10 Mile, 
they’re nestled between 
Pat O’Brien’s and Baffin 
Brewery, sharing a por-
tion of their patio, espe-
cial ly on nice days. 
Parking is in the rear, with 
a path leading to the front 
entrance. I can’t wait to 
see what they come up 
with for their fall fl avors.

New Order is open 7 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. weekdays and 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. weekends. 
Follow them on Facebook 
at New Order Coffee, 
Instagram @newordercof-
fee or order online at 

newordercoffee.com.
“New Order has a sin-

gular aim: To delight and 
energize everyday lives 
with our coffee.”Fun Fact: 
When I asked how Patrick 

came up with the name, 
he said, “We enjoy music 
and the band New Order 
and the way in which we 
approached coffee was 
different than many other 

shops at the time, so we 
thought it was a New 
Order of coffee as well.”

I could not agree more.
Stay tuned. Stay caf-

feinated.

CALL in for CARRY-OUTCALL in for CARRY-OUT

18666 Mack Avenue,
Grosse Pointe Farms 313-881-5675

SEE 
MENU

THANK YOU FOR VOTING US

Delivery Available through DoorDash, Uber Eats & GrubhubDelivery Available through DoorDash, Uber Eats & Grubhub
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Best Place to Meet Someone
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SLOPPY JOES
Tuesdays & Wednesdays

Heather’s Famous

NOW SERVING

GRILL OPEN
Noon - 12am
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MOVIE REVIEW
“The Thursday Murder 

Club”
2025 - Rated PG-13 

1 hr 58 min
HHHHI

Back in the day, my 
wife and I used to look 
forward to Thursday eve-
nings. That was the night 
BBC-produced mysteries 
a i r e d  o n  P u b l i c 
Television. We were 
treated to an hour or two 
of memorable shows like 
“Poirot,” “Inspector 
Morse,” “Prime Suspect,” 
and “Marple.” We’d fire 
up a bowl of popcorn, sit 
back, and try to figure 
out who done it. When 
the movie titled “The 
Thursday Murder Club” 
popped up on Netflix, I 
was intrigued. Then 
when I saw its stellar 
lineup of stars which 
included Dame Helen 
Mirren (“The Queen,” 
Hitchcock”),  Pierce 
Brosnan (“The World is 
Not Enough,” “The 
Thomas Crown Affair,”) 
and Sir Ben Kingsley 
(“Schindler’s  List ,” 
“Gandhi”), I knew I was 
in for something special. 
And I was not disap-
pointed in the least.

“The Thursday Murder 

Club” is based on the 
best-selling novels with 
the same title by Richard 
Osman. It’s what mys-
tery buffs would call a 
“cozy” whodunit. As 
opposed to those gritty, 
graphic type shows. The 
book was adapted for the 
screen by Katy Brand 
and Suzanne Heathcote. 
I’ve not read the novels 
so I can’t say how closely 
they followed the book. 
But they certainly cre-
ated an enjoyable story. 
You know your project is 
in able hands when 
director Chris Columbus 
is at the helm. He’s 
directed and produced 
an impressive list of films 
over his long career 
including “Home Alone,” 
“The Help,” a couple 
“Harry Potter” films and 
“Nosferatu.” He’s cer-
tainly done a fantastic 
job here. I think it’s 
amusing that even 
though the movie is 
quintessentially British, 
Columbus is about 
American as it gets — he 
was born in Pennsylvania 
and grew up in Ohio.

The setting is Cooper’s 
Chase, an upscale retire-
ment home in a beautiful 
country setting in south-
ern England. But it’s not 

your run-of-the-mill spot 
for seniors. It’s an opu-
lent manor house that 
was originally a convent. 
It’s lavishly decorated, 
full of activities for its 
residences and you just 
know the meals they 
serve are outstanding. 
Cooper’s Chase is the 
sort of place that makes 
you look forward to your 
senior years. 

One thing that makes 
the establishment unique 
is the residents. Chiefly a 
trio of folks who call 
t h e m s e l v e s  “ T h e 
Thursday Murder Club.” 
They’re a close-knit 
cadre who love solving 
murders. The group was 
founded by Penny, an ex 
police officer who’s 
since been transferred 
to the hospice wing and 
is in a coma. Now, the 

gang is made up of 
Elizabeth (Mirren), a 
strong, intelligent woman 
who hints at her back-
ground as an MI6 agent, 
Ron (Brosnan) a former 
rabble-rousing union 
leader, and Ibrahim 
(Kingsley) a soft-spoken 
retired psychiatrist. 

The Club has taken on 
a case from 1973, involv-
ing a woman who “fell” 

out of the upper story of 
a building and was found 
bloodied with a knife in 
her stomach. Then Joyce 
(Cilia Imrie) arrives at 
the home. She a sweet, 
mild-mannered woman 
who loves baking mouth-
watering cakes. She’s a 
bit reticent about living 
at Cooper’s Chase, but 
when it’s discovered that 
she’s a former nurse, 
she’s welcomed to be 
part of the Club. Her 
medical expertise is a 
perfect addition to the 
crime-solving group. 

One thing I found 
refreshing was the way 
the characters were 
treated. It seems like 
whenever a film is cen-
tered around people of a 
certain age, they become 
stereotypes. You know, 
one-dimensional charac-
ters like fuddy-duddies, 
feeble, or out of their 
minds. And the stories are 
just plain corny. But here, 
they’re presented as real 
people with actual histo-
ries. It’s similar to the way 
the older set was show-
cased in the film, “The 
Best Exotic Marigold 
Hotel.” I just wish they’d 
make more films featur-
ing older talented actors 
like they did here. 

As the story unfolds, 
we learn that Cooper’s 
Chase is owned by three 
men. One of whom, 

Bobby Tanner (Richard 
E. Grant), is a criminal 
who’s been missing for 
ages and is presumed 
dead. Then, one of the 
other partners, Tony 
Curran (Geoff Bell), is 
murdered. As a result, 
the home and the estate 
become the sole posses-
sion of Ian Ventham, 
played by David Tennant 
of “Doctor Who” fame. 
Here he plays an abso-
lute scoundrel. He’s 
going through a messy 
divorce and is in dire 
need of cash. His plan is 
to kick all the residents 
out and turn the place 
into luxury apartments. 
As one would expect, 
this doesn’t sit well with 
the folks at Cooper’s 
Chase and they immedi-
ately organize a protest. 

While all this is trans-
piring, The Thursday 
Murder Club has taken it 
upon itself to solve 
Tony’s murder. There 
are numerous suspects 
and the Club sets up a 
crime-solving area in the 
game room. But they 
need a bit of help. When 
an underutilized rookie 
police inspector Donna 
de Freitas (Naomi Ackie) 
shows up to make a pre-
sentation about home 
security, they convince 
her to help them in their 
endeavor. She becomes 
their person on the 
inside, and a partner in 
crime, so to speak. 

I won’t divulge any 
more of the story, but 
there are plenty of plot 
twists to keep you guess-
ing right until the end. I 
thought the movie was 
great fun. It was refresh-
ing and one of the better 
mysteries I’ve seen in 
quite a while. The film 
sped by and when it was 
over, it had me wanting 

more. Luckily, I’ve heard 
that Netflix has at least 
one sequel in the works 
— what great news! If 
you enjoy “The Thursday 
Murder Club” you might 
also check out “Only 
Murders in the Building,” 
and “The Man on the 
Inside.” Both spear-
headed by older actors. 

Currently streaming in 
Netflix. 

My rating system:

H A real stinker. A  
movie that is so bad, 
you’re embarrassed to  
admit you’ve seen it,  
but you have to rate it  
nonetheless. 

HH So-so. Not a total  
waste of time, but you  
would have been better  
off reading a good book. 

HHH Pretty good. In 
fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your 
queue, you might watch 
it again.

HHHH One you’d 
recommend to friends.

HHHHH So good 
you’d actually go out and 
buy it! 

I f  you  have  any 
movie suggestions, feel 
free to email me at: 
dominmark@yahoo .
com. 

Also, if you’re looking 
for more recommenda-
tions, be sure to check 
out my blog: moviejunk-
iemark.blogspot.com.

                                              PHOTOS COURTESY OF AMBLIN ENTERTAINMENT AND JENNIFER TODD PICTURES 

Left, Celia Imrie as Joyce, Ben Kingsley as Ibrahim Arif, Helen Mirren as 
Elizabeth Best and Pierce Brosnan as Ron in the 2025 movie “The Thursday 
Murder Club,” directed by Chris Columbus.

by Mark Domin
“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”

Movie Junkie Mark

Cooper’s Chase.

The Club charts the evidence.

Club meeting.

Grosse Pointe Theatre’s 
Purdon Studio Theatre 

presents

THE LIFESPAN OF A FACT
September 19-21, 26-28, 2025

Grosse Pointe Congregational Church
240 Chalfonte, Grosse Pointe Farms

Evenings: 7:30 Sundays, 2 p.m.
Tickets $20 (including fees)  

gpt.org/pst

September 19-21, 26-28, 2025

Grosse Pointe Theatre presents

An overeager fact-checker, a talented but boundary-pushing 
writer, and a high-strung magazine editor go to war over an 
explosive essay. In this comedic and urgent showdown, hard 

facts collide with emotional truth as a ticking deadline threatens 
to upend their careers — and the very idea of reality.

Grosse Pointe Congregational Church
240 Chalfonte, Grosse Pointe Farms

Evenings: 7:30 Sundays, 2 p.m.
Tickets: $20 (including fees) 

Tickets call 313-881-4004 or gpt.org/PST

Grosse Pointe Theatre’s 
Purdon Studio Theatre 

presents

THE LIFESPAN OF A FACT
September 19-21, 26-28, 2025

Grosse Pointe Congregational Church
240 Chalfonte, Grosse Pointe Farms

Evenings: 7:30 Sundays, 2 p.m.
Tickets $20 (including fees)  

gpt.org/pst 091125

Movie Poster.

David Tennant plays Ian Ventham.
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Contract BridgeContract Bridge
SOLUTION TO A QUANDARY

Readers who enjoy solving double- 
dummy problems are invited to test 
their skill on this hand, which has a 
neat and instructive twist. (A double- 
dummy problem is one where you 
are permitted to look at all four hands 
while trying to find the solution.)

South is in six hearts, and West leads 
a spade. The contract would be easy 
to make if the trumps were divided 
2-1, or if the spades or diamonds were 
divided 3-3. But a glance at the East-
West hands reveals that none of these 

conditions exists. So, the problem is 
to make six hearts despite the unlucky 
distribution of the adverse cards.

Here’s the solution: Declarer wins 
the spade lead with the king, crosses 
to dummy with a trump and plays the 
queen of clubs. When East covers with 
the king, South discards a diamond!

Assume East continues with a club. 
South ruffs and leads a diamond to the 
king. He next trumps a low diamond 
and cashes the A-K of hearts, elimi-
nating West’s trumps.

Declarer discards one of his spade 
losers on the diamond ace and then 
ruffs another diamond, establishing 
dummy’s seven as a trick. The ace of 
spades provides the entry to dummy 
that allows South to discard his other 
spade loser and make the contract.

Actually, this is about as good a way 
to play the hand as South has, even if 
the opponents’ cards are unknown.

It is, of course, unusual for declarer 
to give up a club trick when no los-
er exists in that suit. But it allows the 
slam to be made if the diamonds are 
divided either 3-3 or 4-2, regardless 
of which defender has the greater dia-
mond length.

If a club trick is not relinquished, the 
contract cannot be made. The unusu-
al character of a play should never be 
allowed to stand in the way of giving 
oneself the best chance to succeed.

©2025 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve BeckerWeekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
Moon Alert: There are 

no restrictions to shop-
ping or important deci-
sions today. The Moon is 
in TAURUS. 

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, September 
11, 2025:

You’re observant, 
perceptive and inde-
pendent. You have 
excellent organiza-
tional skills. This is a 
more laid-back year. 
Take time to rejuve-
nate yourself. Focus on 
business and personal 
relationships, espe-
c ia l ly  those  tha t 
require extra kindness, 
helpfulness and assis-
tance. Concentrate on 
your needs and what 
brings you happiness.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
Today you will iden-

tify with your posses-
sions, which is why you 
might be less willing 
than usual to part with 
something.  Or you 
might feel you have to 
defend your values. If 
making a big purchase, 
take a moment to think 
about why you want to 
do this. Tonight: Check 
your money.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

Today you feel a strong 
need to “belong” to friends 
and loved ones. In fact, 
you feel sensitive to the 
feelings and the moods of 
those around you. This 
means you have a stron-
ger emotional connection 
with people. Fortunately, 
things will tend to go your 
way today. Tonight: Take 
charge.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

Carve out some quiet 
time today. You need a 
moment to withdraw 
and contemplate your 
navel. You might have 
to sort out some feelings 
or think about some-
thing. This is not the 
ideal day to socialize; 
however, it’s an excel-
lent day for inner explo-
ration. Tonight: Seek 
privacy.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Your emotional contact 
with friends and groups is 
important to you today. In 
fact, you might feel protec-
tive about someone or 
ready to defend them. You 
also might feel a bit jealous 
if they pay attention to 
someone else. Tonight: 
Schmooze.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

People respect you today 
because it’s apparent that 
you’re sensitive about their 
needs. This is why you 
might help someone. 
Likewise, you might be sen-
sitive toward a group. 
Meanwhile, your private 
world is more public today 
— something beyond your 
control. Tonight: Learn 
something new.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Try to break free from 
your daily routine and go off 
somewhere. You need a 
change. You need stimula-
tion! Travel is a great choice, 
but if you can’t travel, do 
something different. Seek 
out new friends, especially 
from different back-
grounds. Learn something 
new. Tonight: Check your 
fi nances.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Today the Moon is in 
TAURUS, and TAURUS 
and LIBRA are both ruled by 
Venus, which means both 
TAURUS and LIBRA people 
appreciate beautiful things 
and the good life. Take care 
of financial details and 
banking matters. You also 
might feel possessive 
about something someone 
else owns. Tonight: Listen.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Today the Moon is 
opposite your sign, which 
tends to make loved ones 
and partners feel more 
important to you. And 
yet, you might have emo-
tional confl ict with them. 
Guard against knee-jerk 
reactions. Focus on get-
ting along with others. 
Tonight: Work.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

You’ll feel proud of 
your accomplishments 
t o d a y .  T h e r e f o r e , 
don’t hesitate to roll 
up your sleeves and 
dig in! Work for your-
self or, better yet, do 
something  to  he lp 
someone else.  This 
will give you a strong 
sense of self-respect. 
Tonight: Friendships.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

This is a playful, loving 
day! Romance is favored. 
Perhaps you’ll fi nd that 
you feel protective and 
nurturing to others —
either children or a 
romantic interest. More 
than any other sign in 
the zodiac, you value the 
tradition of home and 
f a m i l y .  T o n i g h t : 
Socialize!

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

This is the perfect day 
to take some “me time” 
and relax at home or 
any place where you 
feel private and secure. 
If you can do this, you 
might have a chance to 
observe how habits are 
ruling your life. If your 
habits  are helpful , 
that’s fi ne. If your habits 
are simply something 
from the past, think 
about this. Tonight: 
Home and family.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

When talking to others 
today, you want to estab-
lish a meaningful level of 
conversation with some-
one. You want to speak 
truthfully, from the heart. 
You don’t want to waste 
time in idle chitchat about 
the weather. Your chal-
lenge is to fi nd someone 
else who also wants a 
meaningful conversation. 
Not always easy. Tonight: 
Conversations.

BORN TODAY
Singer -songwri ter 

Harry Connick Jr. (1967), 
actress Taraji P. Henson 
(1970), actress Virginia 
Madsen (1961).
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© 2025 by Andrews McMeel Syndication 9/4 Solution

Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

9/11

Universal Crossword

© 2025 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg September 11, 2025

9/4 Solution

Bite Club by Geoffrey Schorkopf9/11

ACROSS
  1 
  5 

 10 

 14 

 15 

 16 

 17 

 18 

 20 

 21 

 22 

 23 

 26 

 29 
 30 

 32 

 36 

 37 

 41 
 42 

 43 

 46 

 50 
 51 

 55 
 57 
 58 

 59 

 62 
 63 

 64 

 65 

 66 

 67 

 68 

DOWN
  1 

  2 

  3 
  4 

  5 

  6 

  7 

  8 

  9 

 10 

 11 
 12 
 13 

 19 

 21 
 24 
 25 

 27 

 28 

 31 

 33 

 34 

 35 
 37 

 38 

 39 

 40 
 41 
 44 

 45 

 47 

 48 

 49 

 52 

 53 
 54 

 56 
 59 

 60 
 61 
 62 

9/11

DOWN
  1 

  2 

  3 
  4 

  5 

  6 

  7 

  8 

Weekly   ChallengeWeekly   Challenge



6C   GROSSE POINTE NEWS, SEPTEMBER 11, 2025

Wumo Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler

Carpe Diem Niklas Eriksson

Andy Capp Reg Smythe

Flying McCoys     Glenn McCoy
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B.C. Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Crankshaft Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
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Scott Ketchum, Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton

“i wish i was as good getting OUT of
trouble as i was getting INTO trouble.”

Dennis the Menace  Hank Ketchum,

 Mother Goose and Grim Mike Peters

Beetle Bailey Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John ReinerThe Lockhorns

Bizarro     Dan Piraro and Wayno

Reality Check      Dave Whamond

thursday  Comics
     Peanuts Charles M. Schulz

“that was our smoothest rough patch yet.”
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Blondie Chris and Dean Young
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Family Circus Bill and Jeff Keane

©2025 Bill Keane, Inc. 
Dist. by King Features Synd. 
www.familycircus.com

  Ziggy Tom Wilson

Over The Hedge Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus Tony Carrilo

Wizard of Id        Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Hagar The Horrible   (Dik Browne & Chris Browne Original Creators)     Bob Webber Jr. and Gary Hallgren

“Nothing is junk to Marmaduke.”

Popeye Bud Sagendorf

Crock Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

 Close To Home        John McPherson

Having foolishly consumed two 
bottles of melatonin, Jay Blumenfeld 

woke up in the year 2805.

           Garfield Jim Davis

Marmaduke Paul & Brad Anderson
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“Aw, Mommy! You couldn’t REALLY grow 
potatoes in my ears, could you?”

thursday Comics
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appreciate about them and things they are good at. 
Here are some ideas:

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
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FEELING
FRIEND
GOAL
GOOD
GREAT
IDEAS
KIND
NICE
PET
POSITIVE
TEST
THINK
TRIED
WORDS
WORTH

Standards Link: Language Arts: Follow simple written directions.

When someone smiles at you, it can cause you 
to smile back. This is a cause (the other 
person’s smile) and effect (your smile). Look 
through the newspaper for an example of 
something caused by something else.
Standards Link: Follow simple written directions.

Cause and E�ect

Standards Link: Language Arts: 
Spell grade-level appropriate 

words correctly.

Look through the 
newspaper for words that 

make up one or more 
encouraging sentences. 
Cut these out and glue 
them onto note paper. 

Encouraging 
Words

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

Encouragement lifts someone’s spirits when they are feeling down. It can 
also help someone reach a goal. Can you think of a time when someone 
encouraged you? Can you think of a time when you encouraged someone?

Encouragement is free! It never costs us anything to say a 
few encouraging words to a friend, a classmate, a family 
member or even a pet!

Je� tried really hard to win the race 
but came in third place. What would 

you say to encourage Je�?

How to Be 
an Encourager

Do you know someone 
who is feeling a little 
discouraged?

Make a list of �ve positive 
things about this person. 
Send it to them or read 
      it to them!

       Include things that you

You’ll see a really 
BIG di�erence 
once you’ve 
helped them feel 
encouraged!

ANSWER: Encourage-mints!

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Spell grade-level appropriate words correctly.

Use the code to reveal some words of encouragement to use 
with friends and family.

26
25
24
23
22
21
20
19
18
17
16
15
14

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J
K
L
M

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=

N
O
P
Q
R
S
T
U
V
W
X
Y
Z

=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=
=

13
12
11
10

9
8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

25 9 18 15 15 18 26 13 7

22 3 24 22 15 15 22 13 7

21 26 13 7 26 8 7 18 24

26 4 22 8 12 14 22

14 26 9 5 22 15 12 6 8

8 6 11 22 9

Write an encouraging phrase on 
each of the slips of paper.

Decorate your jar or container.

Fold up the slips of paper and put 
them in the jar.

Each day, take one out and read it!

Smile! Remember, smile, and others 
will smile with you!

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

20 or more small 
slips of paper or 

sticky notes

Empty jar or 
other container

DIRECTIONS:

IDEAS FOR NOTES:

Pen or pencil

STUFF YOU’LL NEED:

Amy has been working hard in math. 
When she didn’t get an A on her test, 
she was disappointed. What would 

you say to encourage her?

Maya is sending an encouraging card 
to her friend, Sasha. Can you help the 

card �nd its way to Sasha?

You are 
worth it!

You are 
important!

You’re very 
smart!

You can 
do it!

Believe
in

yourself!

You’re really 
good at

drawing!

You’re 
super kind 

and helpful!

You’re
unique and

special!

You’re 
such a great 

friend!

© 2025 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Je� Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 41, No. 41

The verb encourage means 
to give someone hope, 
courage or confidence.

ENCOURAGE

Try to use the word encourage 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

My grandfather encouraged 
me to study math.

This week’s word:

Be an 
Encourager!

Write an encouraging 
sentence to give to a 

friend.

Your Neighborhood
It’s what’s most important to you, to your 

kids, to your family. It’s easy to stay on top 
of what is happening around you with the Subscribing is easy. 

Call 313.343.5578
or visit grossepointenews.com

$4 50 Annual subscription, 
delivered weekly with 
24/7 online access
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Who You Hire Matters.
With 30 years of experience helping buyers and
sellers in Grosse Pointe—and a lifetime as a resident—
I bring unmatched local knowledge, proven results,
and a deep commitment to this community.
Real estate isn’t just my job—it’s personal.

DINO RICCI
#DinoSells  313-460-2225
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Before the Grosse 
Pointe South and Grosse 
Pointe North varsity boys 
soccer teams enter the 
heart of their regular sea-
son schedules with 
games against division 
foes, arguably the big-
gest game of the fall for 
both  teams  came 
Saturday, Sept. 6. The 
Blue Devils hosted the 
Norsemen for this year’s 
edition of the crosstown 
rivalry match. South 
looked largely dominant 
for much of the after-
noon, with a late push by 
North bringing the fi nal 
score to a close 3-2. 

“The boys already 
knew that’s probably the 

biggest game of the regu-
lar season for us with the 
rivalry and how far back 
it goes and how everyone 
knows each other,” 
South boys soccer head 
coach Joe Cada said. “... 
I really think we domi-
nated the game in all 
aspects until the last fi ve 
or six minutes of the 
game.”

Neither team was able 
to break through much 
of the first half. South 
had the bulk of scoring 
chances early on, but it 
took until the 35th min-
ute of the game for the 
Blue Devils to find the 
back of the net. Junior 
Jacob Duso put South in 
front 1-0 with a goal that 
got a lucky bounce off 
the North goalkeeper. 

The one-goal advantage 
for the Blue Devils stuck 
into halftime. 

South grew its lead to 
two early in the second 
half with a goal by senior 
Isaac Snyder. The advan-
tage became three goals 
when the Blue Devils 
were awarded a penalty 
kick later in the second 
half, with senior Jonah 
Bukovec taking advan-
tage of the opportunity 
and fi nding the back of 
the net. 

With a three-goal lead 
in the second half, South 
was content to sit back 
and let the clock run out. 
However, the Norsemen 
proved they would not go 
down without a fight. 
Jakub Lutaborski scored 
North’s fi rst goal of the 

day with less than 10 
minutes remaining. 

North continued to 
push and scored again in 
the game’s fi nal two min-
utes, with Jean-Paul 
Shemmai making it 3-2. 
North’s late surge fell 
just short, as the team 
ran out of time in the 
comeback effort and the 
Blue Devils claimed the 
rivalry win.

“The fi rst chunk of the 
game was really what I 
wanted to see from 
them,” Cada said. “(They 

were) really playing good 
soccer, keeping the ball 
on the ground, moving 
the ball fast and keeping 
the ball in their zone. I 
tell the boys every day 
and every game is about 
cleaning up what we did 
bad and improving on 
what we did well and 
being the best version of 
ourselves every day.”

South was back in 
action quickly Monday, 
Sept. 8, taking on 
Eisenhower in a match 
that ended in a 0-0 draw. 

The Blue Devils hosted 
Dakota Wednesday, 
Sept. 10, after press time. 
They head on the road 
Monday, Sept. 15, to face 
Romeo. 

The Norsemen also 
played Monday, Sept. 8, 
picking up a 4-1 victory 
over Sterling Heights. 
North faced L’Anse 
Creuse on the road after 
press time Wednesday, 
Sept. 10. The Norsemen 
are away again Monday, 
Sept. 15, taking on 
Marysville.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Blue Devils fend off North’s late 
push to win soccer rivalry match

PHOTOS BY MIKE ADZIMA

South’s Camden Bartalino tries to keep the ball with North’s Jakub Lutaborski 
in pursuit.

South teammates celebrate with Jacob Duso (No. 8) after scoring the fi rst goal 
in the team’s 3-2 win over North last Saturday, Sept. 6. 

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 

In the fi rst few weeks 
of the high school boys 
soccer season, University 
Liggett School’s Brady 
Ancona arguably has 
been one of the most 
dominant players in the 
state. The junior has 

made his presence 
known in every game so 
far for the Knights and 
has shown that good 
things tend to happen 
whenever he touches the 
ball. 

The son of a goalie, 
Ancona has been playing 
soccer as long as he can 
remember and has been 

coached by his dad in 
training and at the club 
level for years. However, 
he has become the oppo-
site of what his dad did 
as a keeper, terrorizing 
goalies as the heart of 
Liggett’s attack at the 
striker position.

“I’m pretty fast and use 
my speed as an advan-

tage,” Ancona said while 
describing his approach 
to the game. “I’m very 
aware of what’s going on 
around me and where I 
should be passing, or 
when I should pass or 
shoot in front of the net. 
I don’t like to do every-
thing by myself and 
really like being a team 
player.”

Ancona can take over a 
game and come up with 
a goal or a clutch pass 
when his team needs it 
most. He has scored 
seven goals in the team’s 
fi rst fi ve games and also 
tallied eight assists.

Ancona enjoys setting 
up his teammates with 
scoring chances as much 
as they set them up for 
him. Ancona knows he is 
part of a team that feels 
like it is full of talent 
across the board. The 
cohesion he feels with 
his teammates, espe-
cially the ones who have 
been with him on the 
pitch since they were 
freshmen, is something 
that could be invaluable 
for Ancona and the 

t e a m ’ s 
success.

“We ’ re 
all about 
positivity 
and stay-
ing posi-
tive with 
e a c h 
other,” he 
s a i d . 
“When we 
make mis-
takes, we 
all just try 
to win the 
ball back 
for each 
o t h e r . 
Especially when new 
freshmen come in, we try 
to be friendly with them 
and get to know them 
right away. … We click 
so well together and I 
think that’s an advantage 
we might have over other 
teams. We’re like broth-
ers.” 

The level of chemistry 
Ancona feels with his 
teammates brings a level 
of  consistency for 
Liggett. He knows he can 
rely on any of his team-
mates in any given 

moment of a game, creat-
ing plays for himself or 
anyone else. 

That consistency also 
is present in the level of 
coaching Ancona is for-
tunate to have at Liggett. 
He has played his entire 
varsity career since he 
was a freshman under 
coach David Dwaihy, 
who has become one of 
Ancona’s biggest men-
tors. Dwaihy and his staff 
have helped teach 
Ancona lessons on and 
off the fi eld. He particu-
larly likes how much his 
coaches emphasize 
accountability and the 
fact it is still a team game 
no matter what.

“They hold us very 
accountable for stuff we 
do,” Ancona said. “... 
They really want us to be 
focused. Coach Dwaihy 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Liggett’s Ancona demonstrating 
leadership and dominance on soccer pitch

COURTESY PHOTO

Junior striker Brady Ancona leads Liggett boys soccer in goals so far this season.

ATH ETE

Brady AnconaBrady Ancona
School: University Liggett
Sport: Soccer

Brilliant Brady
•  7 goals and 8 assists in 5 games for ULS boys 

soccer this season

•  Scored game-winning goal in 1-0 win over 
Detroit Cristo Rey Aug. 21 

•  Member of ULS varsity boys soccer since 
freshman year

See ATHLETE, page 2D
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grossepointenews.com/athlete-of-the-week

ATHLETE
THEWEEK

Do you know an outstanding high school athlete? 
Nominate them for Athlete of the Week and put 

them in the running for Athlete of the Year.
All weekly winners will be invited to the end of year Athlete of the 

Year Awards Gala – with top athletes winning scholarships!
Submit online at:

really likes to play every-
body and it’s fun to see 
everybody out there get-
ting a chance and play-
ing with each other.”

Dwaihy helped lead 
Liggett’s varsity girls 
soccer team to an appear-
ance in the Division 4 
state championship 
game during the spring 
season. That has created 
a benchmark Ancona 
wants to help the boys 
program at Liggett reach. 
There is still a long time 
to go before Ancona and 
the Knights can even 
think about the postsea-
son. However, believing 
he and his teammates 
are strong enough to 
compete for a state 
championship them-
selves has become 
Ancona’s biggest goal for 
the season. 

“We really want to 
make a run in the play-
offs and be there when it 
comes down to the state 

semifinals and state 
finals,” he said. “For 
myself, I just want to 
keep playing hard.”

Ancona can sound 
humble, but his dedica-
tion to the team never 
goes unnoticed. His per-
sonal improvements help 
to lift all the Knights and 
elevate the team to where 
it wants to be, and his 
coaches see the potential 
in him for true leader-
ship. 

“ B r a d y  w o r k e d 
extremely hard in the 
offseason and has been 
playing some really 
inspired soccer so far,” 
Dwaihy said. “He’s an 
exceptionally talented 
player who is able to run 
at defenders with confi -
dence and control, and 
he’s been the engineer to 
the vast majority of our 
chances and goals…He’s 
a positive and supportive 
teammate. I can’t say 
enough about him, and 
we’re so grateful to have 
such a high quality 
player and person in our 
program.”

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Brady Ancona takes the ball into the attacking zone during a game against Shrine Catholic last season.

Very little is feeling 
second best about this 
year’s girls varsity swim 
and dive team at Grosse 
Pointe South.

The Blue Devils have 
started out their young 
season hot, as they fi nd 
themselves sitting at the 
top of the MAC Red con-
ference standings at 2-1, 
earning 34 state qualify-
ing times across multi-
ple events — and with a 
loaded roster that boasts 
two swimmers with 
times ranked in the top 
10 in the nation.  

While the 2025 squad 
is currently ranked the 
No. 2 team in Division 2 
b y  t h e  M i c h i g a n 
Interscholastic Swim 
Coaches Association, 
the team’s only loss 
came in a close contest 
at the hands of fi ve-time 
defending Division 1 
state champion, Ann 
Arbor Pioneer. 

The team’s ultimate 
goal? Topping reigning 
D 2  c h a m p i o n 
Farmington Hills Mercy, 
after fi nishing second to 
the Marlins in last sea-
son’s state champion-
ship.

“This is definitely a 
hot start,” said South 
head coach John Fodell. 
“I’m not sure we have 
been sitting on a hill this 
high so early…We bat-

tled with Pioneer better 
than we have in the past. 
The girls are not over-
whelmed by any one 
team. I think it’s settling 
in how good we can be.”

Fodell likened the sea-
son to a chess game, 
where each race informs 
the coaches’ next move 
for matchups to position 
his team for success. 

With eight swimmers 
achieving state cuts just 
three meets into the new 
campaign, the Blue 
Devils appear poised for 
a championship season. 
A whopping 24 swim-
mers have earned time 
cuts to compete in next 
month’s Wayne County 
meet.

South’s success thus 
far has been buoyed by 
a strong core of under-
classmen. Of the eight 
swimmers with state 
qualifying times, three 
are seniors, while five 
are freshmen and soph-
omores. 

These include fresh-
man phenom Corrine 
Stencel, who has already 
earned six state cuts. 
Sophomore Caroline 
Bryan has logged times 
fast enough to earn two 
top 10 national rank-
ings. While the stand-
ings are fluid and are 
certain to fl uctuate with 
each ranked swimmer’s 
next race, Bryan is cur-
rently ranked third in 
the country in the 100 

fl y (56.63) and ninth in 
the 200 IM (2:09.36) as 
of press time.

Additionally, senior 
captain Mischa Eng is 
currently ranked 10th in 
the country in back-
stroke with a time of 
58.19.

The  Blue  Devi l s 
secured their second 
consecutive win of the 
season Sept. 4, with a 
148-35 victory over 
league foe L’Anse 
Creuse North. South 
won all 12 events, 
including a season-best 
performance from soph-
o m o r e  d i v e r  A v a 
Gerhard, who won the 
diving competition with 
a score of 190.58.

Other top perfor-
mances against the 
Crusaders that earned 
state cuts include:
◆ Caroline Bryan, who 

took fi rst in the 200 free 
(1:56.99) and 500 free 
(5:16.03). She also 
earned a state qualifying 
time in the 100 free in 
55.45 by swimming the 
lead-off leg of the fi rst 
place 400 free relay.
◆ Senior Heidi Bryan 

fi nished second in the 
100 fl y in 1:02.18. Eng 
won the event in 59.62.
◆ New Blue Devil and 

junior Olivia Colt, a 
transfer from Hawaii, 
took third in the 200 free 
in 2:02.19.
◆ Sophomore Nicole 

McEnroe won the 100 

free in 55.65 and took 
second in the 200 free in 
2:00.77.
◆ Stencel won the 200 

IM in 2:16.08 and placed 
second in the 100 Free in 
55.99.

South’s stellar meet 
performance Sept. 4 
prompted an unprece-
dented, but heartening, 
sight on the pool deck. 
Crusaders head coach 
Mike Owensby gathered 
South’s athletes to offer 
praise for their perfor-
mance and encouraged 
them to keep reaching 
new heights. Owensby 
also voiced that not 

many teams in the MAC 
have a chance at the 
state title, so he is root-
ing for the Blue Devils 
to win it all.

“I think after that talk, 
the girls started sensing 
that something is hap-
pening here,” Fodell 
noted.

“It’s all about the bat-
tle and I think these 
girls are ready for it,” he 
added about the season-
long grind. “This is the 
best team I have had to 
start the season, with 
the most talent and 
most depth across the 
board. 

“But we gotta stay 
healthy,” he added. 
“Some people got sick 
toward the end of last 
year and it hurt. How 
healthy we can stay will 
be a big factor.”

South hit the road 
Tuesday, Sept. 9, to take 
on Fraser after press 
time. They return home 
Tuesday, Sept. 16, to 
host Grosse Pointe 
North, a meet after 
which the Blue Devils 
w i l l  h o s t  a 
“Friendsgiving” meal 
with their crosstown 
rivals. The meet begins 
at 6 p.m.

By Meg Leonard
Guest Writer

PHOTO COURTESY OF JESSICA BRYAN

Grosse Pointe South varsity divers, from left, Ava Gerhard, Sonia Gehring and 
Sicily Spangler.

National and state rankings, state cuts 
anchor hot start for South girls swim and dive
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The difference between 
Week 1 and Week 2 of 
the varsity high school 
football season for 
Grosse Pointe South was 
almost like night and 
day. The Blue Devils 
dominated  Detro i t 
Renaissance 49-0 in the 
season opener, but had a 
much tougher task await-
ing them Friday, Sept. 5, 
going on the road to face 
Romeo. It was a much 
closer game, but South 
was able to overcome the 
Bulldogs 21-18 to start 
the season 2-0. 

“It doesn’t get much 
harder than going on the 
road an hour away to 
play a MAC Red oppo-
nent,” South football 
head coach Chad Hepner 
said. “We had to grit this 
one out. We certainly 
didn’t play a perfect 
game, but we made some 
plays when we needed to 
and were able to hang in 
there to get it done.”

The Blue Devils and 
Bulldogs fought to a 
stalemate in the first 
quarter, with both teams 
looking ready for a close 
battle. South experi-
enced playing from 
behind for the fi rst time 
this season when Romeo 
took the lead in the sec-
ond quarter on a 26-yard 
touchdown run by Parker 
Cohoon. 

South was able to get 
the touchdown back soon 
after on a rushing score 

by junior quarterback 
Sam Rouleau. However, 
a blocked extra-point 
attempt left the Blue 
Devils down by a point at 
7-6. Charlie Michelotti 
put South ahead before 
halftime with a rushing 
touchdown and a suc-
cessful two-point conver-
sion made it 14-7 South 
going into the locker 
room. 

Romeo began the third 
quarter with a fi eld goal 
to reduce the deficit to 
four points. Rouleau 
showcased his legs again 
later in the quarter, scor-
ing South’s only points of 
the second half with a 
60-yard rushing touch-

down to put his team 
ahead 21-10. 

While Rouleau looked 
solid most of the night, 
especially with his work 
on the ground, a mistake 
early in the fourth quar-
ter proved costly. An 
interception left Romeo 
with good fi eld position 
that turned into points in 
the form of a touchdown 
catch by Joey Nepa. 
Romeo’s successful two-
point conversion brought 
the game back to within 
one score at 21-18. 

With over nine minutes 
left, South was able to 
hang on. The offense 
kept things mostly on the 
ground and chewed up 

large chunks of clock, 
seeming determined not 
to let the Bulldogs touch 
the ball again. South took 
a risk by going for it on 
fourth down with five 
yards to go and over four 
minutes left on the clock, 
but Rouleau found 
Stanton Kapla with 
enough space to pick up 
the fi rst down and effec-
tively ice the game away 
after that. 

Rouleau finished the 
game completing 14 of 
his 19 passing attempts 
for 172 yards, while also 
rushing for 71 yards and 
t w o  t o u c h d o w n s . 
Michelotti rushed for 69 
yards on 13 carries. Trey 

Grabowski led the team 
in receiving with 60 yards 
on two catches, while 
Kooper Richards also 
had a strong game with 
six catches for 54 yards. 

On  defense ,  AJ 
Zieleniewski had eight 
tackles, including two 
tackles for loss and half a 
sack. Simon Justin fin-
ished the game with one 
and a half sacks. 

After coming away 
with a win on the road 
over a MAC Red Division 
opponent, South now 
turns its attention to 
MAC White Division play 
against its own league 
foes. Up first is Utica, 
which South hosts in 

Week 3 Friday, Sept. 12, 
as the Blue Devils begin 
their quest for a fourth 
consecutive division title. 

“We have had success 
in the MAC White in the 
last few years and that’s 
not only a goal, but an 
expectation,” Hepner 
said. “They’re going to be 
ready. We’re back at 
home and now that 
school’s back in session, 
we expect a good student 
section. This group is 
ready to attack every day 
in practice and on game-
day, so we’re excited 
about it.”

South and Utica kick-
off at 7 p.m. Friday, Sept. 
12.

Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Blue Devils football hangs on 
for road win against Romeo

PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE SOUTH ATHLETICS

Grosse Pointe South varsity football head coach Chad Hepner addresses the team after South’s 21-18 road victory against Romeo last 
Friday, Sept. 5.

The football field at 
Warren Cousino has not 
been kind to the Grosse 
Pointe North varsity 
football team so far in 
2025. The Norsemen 
traveled there for a 
Week 1 game against 
Utica, who was using the 
field as a temporary 
home, and went back 
Friday, Sept. 5, to take 
on Cousino in a Week 2 

matchup. As it did in the 
opening game against 
Utica, last Friday’s game 
against the Patriots 
ended in a loss for 
North, who now stands 
at 0-2 this season after 
the 33-0 defeat. 

North opened the 
game with the ball and 
put together a long fi rst 
drive that took up a 
majority of the first 
quarter .  The team 
moved into Cousino ter-
ritory, but was unable to 

come up with any points 
due to a missed field 
goal. The Patriots then 
broke onto the score-
board first in the final 
seconds of the opening 
frame with a long touch-
down catch by Julian 
Hayes thrown by Brick 
Sandridge. 

Demarkus Wright 
extended the lead for the 
Patriots to 14-0 with a 
l a te - second-quar ter 
touchdown, sending 
North into the locker 
room down two scores. 
Cousino’s lead contin-
ued to grow early in the 
second half with a touch-
down pass by Sandridge 
to Daniel Carter, making 
it a 21-0 game. Hayes 
then caught his second 
touchdown of the night 
to put the Patriots in 
front 27-0 before the 
start of the fourth quar-
ter. 

In the final frame, 
Carter added another 
touchdown on the 
ground for Cousino to 
put the deficit at 33 
points for the Norsemen. 
North put together a late 
drive with some promise 
to avoid being shut out, 
but a fumble near 
Cousino’s goal line left 
North scoreless. 

North senior quarter-
back Jacob Sahadi fi n-
i s h e d  t h e  g a m e , 
completing nine of 15 
attempts for 133 yards 
and also had 50 rushing 
yards. Phil Prost led the 
team in receiving with 
three catches for 75 
yards.

After opening the sea-

son with back-to-back 
games on the road, 
North gets its home 

opener in Week 3. The 
Norsemen start MAC 
Gold Division play host-

ing Lamphere Friday, 
Sept. 12, with kickoff at 
7 p.m.

Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

North football drops to 0-2 
after shutout loss to Cousino

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Senior running back Steven Santamaria carries the ball for North during the 
team’s opening drive against Cousino last Friday, Sept. 5. Santamaria fi nished 
the game with 47 yards on the ground.

North quarterback Jacob Sahadi drops back to pass 
against Cousino. The senior had 133 passing yards 
in the team’s loss.
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During nearly two 
decades of coaching 
golf at Grosse Pointe 
South, winning always 
felt secondary to Rob 
McIntyre. The Blue 
Devils did plenty of win-
ning during McIntyre’s 
tenure, but his main 
focus was helping his 
athletes  grow and 
develop on and off the 
course. For both his 
wins and his mentor-
ship, McIntyre was rec-
ognized as an inductee 
into  the Michigan 
Interscholastic Golf 
Coaches Association 
Hall of Fame in August.

“I never thought start-
ing off that I would be 
recognized at this level,” 
he said. “I never did it 
for the accolades, but to 
be recognized is a huge 
honor. … When I was 
writing my speech, 
you’re supposed to go 
through three big points 
that were hallmarks of 
my career. None of them 
had to do with winning 
as much. I had the state 
title and the state run-

ner-ups — and those 
were special moments 
— but a lot of the things 
that I think about more 
are the moments with 
the team and where they 
had personal growth or 
camaraderie.” 

Before being a head 
coach for more than a 
decade and a half, 
McIntyre began his 
coaching career at 

South in 2004, as an 
assistant coach for boys 
golf. He worked with 
then-head coach Doug 
Roby, who became a 
role model for McIntyre 
in shaping what a coach 
should be.

“I paid attention a lot 
to what Doug Roby 
taught me about coach-
ing,” McIntyre said. “We 
didn’t always agree … 

but we always talked 
about the group and he 
was an excellent person 
to take over for. He was 
a coach of coaches.”

McIntyre took over as 
head coach in 2008, 
staying with the boys 
team at South through 
the 2023 season. He also 
spent two seasons as the 
girls golf head coach in 
2018 and 2019. 

During his time with 
the boys program, the 
Blue Devils were nine-
time MAC Red Division 
champions and won the 
Division 1 state champi-
onship in 2018. The 
team finished as the 
state runner-up three 
times in 2016, 2017 and 
2019, with the girls team 
also fi nishing as runner-
up in 2019 under 

McIntyre’s leadership. 
Winning was only part 

of the journey for 
McIntyre during his 
coaching career. During 
his time as a coach and 
science teacher at 
Grosse Pointe South 
and Parcells Middle 
School, he helped his 
students and athletes 
learn valuable life skills 
beyond the classroom or 
golf course. That is what 
he feels has defi ned his 
career more than any-
thing.

“I always had measur-
able goals being a sci-
ence guy, but most of 
the time, nobody knew 
those goals besides me 
and I was steering the 
ship knowing what I 
wanted to have hap-
pen,” McIntyre said. “I 
would let the players 
know what I wanted to 
let them know the goals 
were. … If you did things 
the right way, we’d end 
up where we should be 
and we focused on doing 
things the right way. I 
would never have scores 
as a goal. … The big 
thing was always to do 
things the right way.”

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Longtime South golf coach 
enshrined in hall of fame

COURTESY PHOTO

Robert McIntyre, third from left, with his fellow inductees in the Michigan Interscholastic Golf Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame Class of 2025. McIntyre spent nearly two decades working with both the boys 
and girls golf programs at Grosse Pointe South, leading the boys team to the Division 1 state title in 2018.

705 HOUSES FOR RENT
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

Property For Rent

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

119 TRANSPORTATION /
TRAVEL

586-291-1348

AIRPORT
SHUTTLE!

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

210 HELP WANTED
RESTAURANT

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

312 SITUATION WANTED
ORGANIZING

406 ESTATE SALES

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

415 WANTED TO BUY

600 CARS

603 GENERAL MOTORS

651 BOATS AND MOTORS

FFFFFIFFFFF ND Your Next 

CAR HERE.

313-882-6900

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required.
We accept credit cards, cash 
and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WORD ADS:
35 words for $25.00;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP
We reserve the right to classify
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves 
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CORRECTIONS
AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified 
advertising errors is limited to either  
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error.
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue. 
We assume no responsibility for the
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 4 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585
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920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

Yard & Estate Sale Map

THIS WEEK:
1.  395 Roosevelt Place, GP
2. 660 Rivard Blvd, GP
3. 12 Windward Place, GPF
4. 361 Belanger, GPF
5. 471 Touraine, GPF

6. 594 Heather Lane, GPW
7. 707 Hampton Road, GPW
8. 2081 Norwood, GPW
9. 22801 Alger, SCS
10. 23709 Allor, SCS

See Classifieds for more details = ESTATE SALE = YARD SALE
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907 BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
Basement

Waterproofing
313-886-8088
911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 
Masonry • Tuckpointing

Porches • Walkways
313-886-8088

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

SAFE STEP
North America's
#1 Walk-In Tub.
Comprehensive

lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line
installation and

service.
Now featuring our

FREE shower
package and

$1,600 Off for a
limited time!
Call today!

Financing available.
Call Safe Step

1(855)861-4501
914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

915 CARPET CLEANING

EXPERT
CARPET CLEANING

 Residential
 Commercial

 4 Generations
 Since 1954

 Carpets
 Upholstery

 Water Extraction
 Perry Teolis

 (586)779-0411

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling
Unwanted Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean Outs
•Basement/

  Garage Clean Out
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166
930 ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Electrical Work
Handyman Services

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

NATURAL
HARDWOOD
FLOORS

Dustless floor
sanding, staining,

refinishing,
molding, install.
Free estimates.

Guaranteed.
30 plus years
experience.

Tony Arevalo
(313)330-5907

visit us at:
refinishmyfloor.com

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER • WINDOW
CLEANING

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

941 HOARDING

BACKGROUND
CHECKED
 BONDED
 INSURED

 www.cleanup
 clearout.com

 •Clutter •Debris
 •Hoarding

 •Estate Clean Outs
 Medium, Large,
 Extremely Large

 Projects
 5 to 30 Yard

 Driveway Safe
 Dumpsters
 Available

 (313)886-3330
 Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007
Owned & Operated

by Retired Law
Enforcement

Officer.

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB
Tree Removal/

Trimming
Stump Grinding

FREE ESTIMATES
45% OFF SPRING

DISCOUNTS
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

* FIREWOOD *
AVAILABLE
25 Years

(586)216-0904
davestreeandshrub.

com

POINTES
LANDSCAPING LLC.

Full service
landscape

company serving
the eastside for

10+ years!
 Fully insured and
Free estimates!

 Weekly cut, edge,
and blow starting at

Just $40.
• Painting

Services Available!
 Call Josh at

(313)407-6523

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER
GARDENER

serving the finest
Grosse Pointe

homes
since 1979.

Tired of
Companies?

Affordable next day
personalized

service.
Provencal,

Lake Shore and
condo experience.
Expert trimming,

 weeding, bed
edging, cultivating,

shrub & flower
planting,

rose pruning,
ornamental shrub

and tree care,
mulch, plus more.

Ron Tyjenski
(313)377-1467

Serving Grosse
Pointe and the

surrounding areas.
Fall Cleanup

Weeding, hedge
trimming.
General

outside help.
Hauling, Moving
Painting & More.

Call or Text:
Johnny Harrison
(313)550-3585

944 GUTTERS

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Handyman Service
Electrical - Plumbing

Carpentry

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

We're your
"TO DO"

list handymen!
Let us help you with

any plumbing,
electrical,

carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

948 INSULATION

Residential
Commercial
INSULATION

 EXPERTS
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is

GREEN, cost and
energy efficient.

Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC

can insulate
your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

FREE ESTIMATES
 Interior/Exterior
 Commercial &

Residential
 313.882.9234

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

JOHN’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
 drywall, cracks,

windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

 insurance work.
 All work

guaranteed
 G. P. References
 License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038 Painting Services

Interior & Exterior
Floors

Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

954 PAINTING / DECORATING 957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

960 ROOFING SERVICES

RR CODDENS
Family since 1924

(313)886-5565
(313)550-6602

Licensed•Builder•Insured

Re-Roofs ~ Tear Offs
Flat Roofs

Chimney Repair

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

960 ROOFING SERVICES

Residential
Commercial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED
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SPORTS

School is back in session and the fall sports season

is heating up. If you’re looking for a place to keep up

with all the action, look no further than @GPNewssports 

on Instagram. Our page is dedicated to providing

fans around the Pointes and beyond with the latest

news and features surrounding Grosse Pointe North, 

Grosse Pointe South and University Liggett sports. 

Best of all, you can be part of the action too!

Send your best sports photos and moments to our

DMs for a chance to be featured on our page and in the 

sports section of the Grosse Pointe News.

Follow us today! 

F

041725

Johnson shines in NFL debut
PHOTO COURTESY OF ARIZONA CARDINALS

Former Grosse Pointe South Blue Devil Will Johnson made his NFL debut Sunday, Sept. 7, with the Arizona Cardinals. Johnson was a standout on Arizona’s de-
fense with one tackle and three pass defenses in the team’s 20-13 win over the New Orleans Saints.

Whether it’s games, meets or matches, high school fall sports in the Pointes 
are in full swing and the Grosse Pointe News is here to bring you all the 
varsity action. Some of the week’s biggest hits and highlights from include:

HITS& HIGHLIGHTS CROSS 
COUNTRY
Grosse Pointe South girls cross 
country placed second out of 12 
teams at the Algonac Muskrat 
Invitational last Saturday, Sept. 6. 
Freshman Eleanor Pilsner fi n-
ished third overall in the fi eld with 
a time of 20:26. Morgan Costello 
and Rylee Piornack also made it 
into the top ten in seventh and 
ninth place, respectively. Lydia 
Thompson-Redus crossed the 
fi nish line 13th, while Erin Korsak 
came in 19th and Viviana 
Ostrowski in 20th to round out 
the top 20. 

South’s boys team fi nished sixth 
overall in Alognac last Saturday. 
The team’s top runner was 
Everett Wood, who came in 21st 
with a time of 18:21. Oscar 
Resnick also cracked the top 25 
in 23rd place. Both the boys and 
girls teams for South are in action 
again Saturday, Sept. 13, in the 
Autumn Classic at Stoney Creek 
Metropark.

FOOTBALL
University Liggett School varsity 

football dropped to 0-2 this fall with a 
61-0 loss to Detroit Country Day last 
Saturday, Sept. 6. The Knights take 
their home fi eld once again Saturday, 
Sept. 13, for a matchup against 
Bishop Foley at 1 p.m

FIELD HOCKEY
Grosse Pointe South fi eld hockey took the 

fi eld twice last Saturday, Sept. 6, as part of a 
tournament hosted by Dexter. South’s fi rst 
game was a 3-2 win over Ann Arbor Huron, 
with two goals scored by Therese Carron 
and another by Evelyn Wodzisz. The Blue 
Devils then suff ered a 2-0 loss to Ann Arbor 
Skyline in the next game. The Blue Devils re-
turn home to host Dexter Thursday, Sept. 11, 
at 7:30 p.m.

COURTESY PHOTO 

Eleanor Pilsner
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