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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com

$149*

per mo. 24 Months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil ChangesLike us on 
Facebook

111325

$995*
Down

Purchase a 2025 for
$22,396 Stock #553700

2025 Chevy Trax2025 Chevy Trax

pp y ff gFacebook
10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, license and doc fees. Financing
through GM Financial; not all buyers qualify. Offer on select in-stock
models only. Dealer participation may affect the fi nal price.
See dealer for details. Offer ends 11/30/25.

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com $995*
Down

per month, 24 months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, license and doc fees. Financing through GM Financial;
not all buyers qualify. Offer on select in-stock models only. Dealer participation may affect the final price.
See dealer for details. Offer ends 11/30/25.

$$169169**$$169 169 **

Purchase for
$43,749 Stock #G560850

111325

2026 Sierra 15002026 Sierra 1500
ElevationElevation

Former Courtesy Vehicle

WINDOW & DOOR SHOWROOM NOW OPEN
NEXT DOOR TO POINTE HARDWARE & LUMBER

15008 KERCHEVAL AVENUE
GROSSE POINTE PARK, MI 48230

111325P

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com $$995995 Down
$$995995**

per month,
24 months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

$$199 199 **$$199 199 **

111325

*24month lease.10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, license and doc fees. Financing through 
GM Finacial; not all buyers qualify. Offer on select in-stock models only. Dealer participation may 
affect the fi nal price. See dealer for details. Expires 11/30/25.

Purchase a 2026 for
$26,219 Stock #B560925

2026 Buick Encore2026 Buick Encore
GX PreferredGX Preferred

See Section C

THANKSGIVING

Time to gather and 

share a table. Make 

it the best one yet! 

Tablescape ideas 
you’ll love...

INSPO

Carolers sere-
nade attendees 
of The War 
Memorial’s 
2024 tree light-
ing ceremony.  

PHOTO COURTESY 
OF THE WAR 

MEMORIAL

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — The second 
annual War Memorial 
Tree Lighting Ceremony 
returns 4 to 7 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 23, with the 
lighting ceremony set to 

take place at 5:30 p.m.
“It feels like a really 

great kickoff to the sea-
son,” said Jennifer 
Sutton, director of public 
programs and special 
events. “That was one of 
my favorite things about 
it last year. It really sets 
the mood for all of our 

Christmas activities.”
In its inaugural year 

last November, the festiv-
ities saw significantly 
more people attend than 
organizers anticipated, 
“which is always a great 
problem to have,” Sutton 
said. “So we changed it 
up a little bit this year.”

Namely, the vintage 
holiday market will be 
expanded throughout the 
historic Alger House, 
with more vendors offer-
ing paintings, ornaments, 
linens, jewelry, candles, 
home decor, glassware 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Tree lighting returns to War Memorial

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Sympathetic dwellers 
of city hall expressed alli-
ance with their D.C. coun-
terparts by waiving late 
fees for federal employ-
ees on municipal utility 
payments until 90 days af-
ter the feds get back in the 
saddle.

A united city council 
approved late-fee cancel-
lations Nov. 10, just as 
some Democrat members 
of the U.S. Senate ended 
their holdout and voted 
with a l l  but  one 
Republican to return 
Uncle Sam to business.

“The city recognizes 
the ongoing federal gov-
ernment shutdown may 
cause temporary finan-
cial hardship for federal 
employees who are cur-

rently furloughed or 
working without pay,” 
said Mateusz Tylecki, 
deputy fi nance director, 
in a memo to city council. 
“To support our federal 
government-employed 
residents during this 
time, the city will forgo 
utility billing penalties for 
veri f ied employees 
affected by the shut-
down.”

“It’s great being proac-
tive and bringing this to 
the table,” Mayor Michele 
Hodges said.

Council didn’t just sup-
por t  the  ges ture . 
Members agreed with 
Counc i lman  Brent 
Dreaver, newly appointed 
as mayor pro tem, to 
extend late-fee exemp-
tions to relatives of fed-
eral employees living in 
the same household. An 
example would be grant-
ing an exemption to a 
water bill penalty in the 

Late fees 
waived for feds
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— The Grosse Pointe 
Public School System’s 
$120 million bond propos-
al passed with 70 percent 
of the vote in the election 
Tuesday, Nov. 4. There 
were 10,088 votes in favor 
and 4,250 opposed.

“We extend our sincere 
thanks to all community 
members who partici-
pated in the election and 
cast  their  votes ,” 
Superintendent Andrea 
Tuttle said in a statement. 
“The successful passage 
of the bond represents a 
signifi cant investment in 
the future of our schools. 
This program will fund 
essential district improve-
ments and address criti-
cal needs, with priorities 
shaped through thought-
ful community input. 
Together, we are rein-
forcing our shared com-

mitment to building the 
future for our children.”

The highest support 
came from Grosse Pointe 
Farms, where 75 percent 
of voters were in favor of 
the bond. The lowest sup-
port was in Grosse Pointe 
Shores, with 58 percent 
of voters in favor.

Grosse Pointe Park and 
the City of Grosse Pointe 
were 74 percent favor-
able, with Grosse Pointe 
Woods and the GPPSS 
portion of Harper Woods 
both at 65 percent favor-
able.

Each series of the bond 
will last 20 years, with the 
fi rst set at $25 million to 
be issued this month.

The annual debt mill-
age required to retire all 
district bonds currently 
outstanding is estimated 
to remain at or below 
3.14 mills, which means 
no increase from the debt 

GPPSS bond OK’d 
by large margin
By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — Because the 
painting portraying 
pumpkins, flowers and 
dwarves was removed 
from the front windows 
of the Spice and Tea 
Exchange in 
The Village pri-
or to a civil in-
fraction hear-
ing in city court 
last week, City 
A t t o r n e y 
C h u c k 
K e n n e d y 
moved to dis-
miss the case 
against the 
small business 
owner.

“We had dis-
cussions with the defen-
dants that if the sign 
mural in question was 
removed prior to today’s 
date, I would dismiss on 
behalf of the city,” 
Kennedy told Municipal 
Judge David Draper.

The case promptly was 
dismissed with the hear-

ing lasting a matter of 
minutes Thursday, Nov. 
6. 

“I think it’s a step in 
the right direction,” said 
Sara Biery, owner of the 
Spice and Tea Exchange 
of Grosse Pointe. “The 
city ordinance for tempo-
rary signage was a 

stretch to apply in this 
case and so our goal is 
still to have design guide-
lines created that would 
address this kind of thing 
specifi cally.” 

The controversy began 
when Biery hired local 
artist Chantel Christ to 
paint a fall-themed dis-

play on her shop’s win-
dows in mid-August. She 
immediately was cited by 
code enforcement offi-
cers for violating the 
city’s temporary signage 
ordinance which requires 
temporary signs not 
cover more than 10 per-
cent of the total window 

and door sign 
area visible 
from the exte-
rior and that 
t e m p o r a r y 
signs only are 
allowed on the 
in ter ior  o f 
b u s i n e s s 
e s t a b l i s h -
m e n t s ,  a s 
opposed to 
painting the 
outside of a 
window. 

The citation did not 
come with a monetary 
fine, only a notice that 
the display must be 
removed within several 
weeks.

City Manager Joe 
Valentine stated at the 

Spice & Tea citation dismissed
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Gingerbread house contest calls for Christmas creatives

Celebrating 85 Years
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Complete news coverage of all the Pointes

‘Our goal is not to have to change 
(the ordinance). Our goal is to 
create or somehow address 
directly this particular type of 
thing as opposed to classifying it 
as signage.’
SARA BIERY 
The Spice and Tea Exchange owner

See SPICE, page 3A

See TREE, page 4ASee FEES, page 4A

See BOND, page 9A

Home: Grosse Pointe
Former hoops coach and scout
launches apparel line for fans

Pointer of
INTEREST

See story, page 4A

Don SickoDon Sicko
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Commercial Snow and Ice Services

25305 Little Mack Ave. Saint Clair Shores, MI 48081
(586) - 343 - 8253
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Snow Plowing and Salting Services, 24/7

15139 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE PARK

313-822-5800313-822-5800

106 Years

FREE Pick-up & Delivery in the Pointes
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CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — Mayoral chal-
lenger Chris Boettcher 
was unable to play an 
UNO Reverse in last 
Tuesday’s election, as he 
attempted to take back the 
seat incumbent Mayor 
Sheila Tomkowiak won 
from him in 2019.

Instead, Tomkowiak 
will continue as the mayor 
of the City of Grosse 
Pointe another two years, 
having received 63.87 per-
cent of the votes to 
Boettcher’s 35.93 percent. 

“I certainly am happy to 
serve and to continue the 
good work that we’ve 
begun,” said Tomkowiak, 
who enters her fourth 

term as mayor. “I am 
grateful to the residents 
for recognizing the work 
that our council has been 
doing together and for 
honoring me with their 
votes. I am also very grate-
ful to my fellow council 
members for the strong 
support of my leadership.

“… We will continue to 
work toward having a rea-
sonable collegial council 
that makes good deci-
sions with the best inter-
ests of the residents at 
heart.” 

As she looks toward 
leading the City the next 
two years — and in accor-

dance with ongoing major 
projects such as the pend-
ing stormwater separa-
tion — Tomkowiak has 
her sights set on spear-
heading the creation of a 
coherent, consistent joint 
crisis communication 
plan for all the Grosse 
Pointes. 

Following last sum-
mer’s shooting at a 
Rochester Hills splash 
pad, she has been in com-
munication with Mayor 
Bryan Barnett, who has 
made it his mission, 
Tomkowiak said, to 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Tomkowiak retains mayoral seat; 
Calcaterra elected to council

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — Voters last 
Tuesday elected eight-
year councilman John 
Gillooly as mayor of 
Grosse Pointe Farms by 
a nearly 70 percent 
sweep. 

He received 2,476 
votes, or 69.39 percent, 
to  Counci lman Joe 
Ricci’s 1,080 votes, or 
30.27 percent.

“I’m humbled beyond 
belief,” said Gillooly, a 
municipal  attorney, 
who has represented 
the  Po in tes .  “ I ’ ve 
grown up in this com-
munity, I’ve tried to 
work hard for this com-
munity and the other 
Grosse Pointes profes-
sionally for more than 
30 years and I look for-
ward to working to 
maintain and improve 
the quality of life that 
we have in one of the 
top cities in the coun-
try to raise a family, 
work and do business.” 

Gillooly is prepared 
to pick up where for-
m e r  m a y o r  L o u i s 
Theros left off.

“We’re going to con-
tinue to work very 
hard,” he said. “We 
have huge construction 
projects  underway. 
The sewer separation 
project is  going to 
improve the quality of 
life and property val-
ues for a large segment 
of our residents. We’re 

going to work very 
hard on the park in 
many ways, including 
the new aquatic center. 
We’re going to work to 
hold taxes down.” 

He’s also committed 
to a public engagement 
strategy that has been 
all but perfected by the 
Farms in recent years, 
wherein residents are 
given ample opportu-
nity to weigh in on 
major council  deci-
sions and city officials 
actually listen to the 
feedback. 

“ T h e  p r o c e s s  i s 
extremely important to 
me,” Gillooly said. “I 
want residents to have 
a hand in the process 
in all of the important 
decisions city council 
makes. I want them to 
have advanced notice, 
a right to comment 
about it, to digest it, 

Gillooly is next 
Farms mayor
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— A morning tide of 
Election Day voters 
ebbed midday, then 
swept in again during the 
dinner hour.

“We just had a killing 
right now,” said election 
official Heidi Black, 
about a backup of in-per-
son voters at the Precinct 
4 check-in table shortly 
before 6 p.m.

Black and Precinct 
Chairman John Rizzo 
were 11 hours into a 
13-hour day staffi ng polls 
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday, 
Nov. 4, at Lavins Activity 
Center in Windmill 
Pointe Park.

They’d helped process 
187 voters so far.

“It was the before-work 
crowd and then, because 
kids didn’t have school 
today, a lot of parents 
were coming in the morn-
ing,” Rizzo said. “It sort 
of slowed for a bit, then 
grew from 2 to 3 p.m. The 
after-work crowd picked 
up and hasn’t stopped.”

Voting ceased two 
hours later and the Park 
had a new city council 
member, the only con-
tested race of the day.

Vote totals were tallied 
by 10:45 p.m. But waiting 
lasted until 2 a.m. for 
results from the city’s six 
precincts to be double-
checked and run through 
the Wayne County over-
seers.

Only then was it 
learned from the Park 
city clerk’s office that 
i n c u m b e n t s  T o m 
Caulfield and Max 
Wiener won second, 
four-year terms joined by 
first-time candidate 

Patrick Gleason.
Four candidates com-

peted for three seats. 
Finishing out of the run-
n i n g  w a s  O l g a 
Merametdjian, also a 
fi rst-timer.

One of the open seats 
was created by fi rst-term 
councilwoman and los-
ing mayoral challenger 
from two years ago, 
Christine Gallagher, tak-
ing the one-and-done 
route.

Some 3,541 residents 
cast votes during the 
election — 2,070 by 
absentee ballot  in 
advance of the actual day 
and 1,471 combined at all 
precincts at Windmill.

“We’ve been busy,” 
City Clerk Bridgette 
Bowdler said at 6 p.m. 
“We’re still processing 
absentee voters. But, it’s 
been smooth. Not as 
crazy as the presidential 
election. People are 
relaxed on this one.”

The voting breakdown 
by candidate was:

◆ Caulfi eld, 2,490;
◆ Gleason, 2,271;
◆ Wiener, 2,234 and
◆ Merametdjian, 1,277.
Councilman Caulfi eld 

said, “I am honored to 
service the residents of 
Grosse Pointe Park for 
another term. I sincerely 
thank all for their contin-
ued support. I look for-
ward to working again 
with Max and our newest 
council member, Patrick 
Gleason. I am confi dent 
Patrick will serve the res-
idents well. I also com-
mend Olga for a well-run 
campaign.”

C o u n c i l m a n - e l e c t 
Gleason, a member of 
the recreation commis-
sion known to follow 
through with what he 

says he’s going to do, 
said, “I feel gratitude for 
the opportunity to serve 
this community and its 
residents. It’s been a gift 
to live and build my life 
here. It’s a privilege to be 
the newest incoming 
member of council and I 
look forward to working 
with the other members 
under Mayor Hodges’ 
leadership and working 
to ensure that the city 
administration has the 
support necessary for 
our city to thrive.”

Councilman Wiener, 
head of the infrastruc-
ture committee, said, 
“I’m very excited the res-
idents are giving me the 
opportunity to keep 
building on our work. I 
want to keep the proac-
tive posture both on 
improving our long-term 
fi nances and upgrading 
our infrastructure. I’m 
particularly excited to be 
adding a new member to 
our team in Patrick 
Gleason, who has proven 
himself to be an engaged 
and hard-working resi-
dent.”

Merametdjian said, “I 
am so grateful for the 
support. Of course, I 
wasn’t thrilled that I 
didn’t make it, but it was 
OK. One of my close 
friends said, ‘You may 
not make it the fi rst time, 
but you’re going to get 
your name out there. 
And when you run again, 
it will be better.’ And I 
definitely plan on run-
ning again.”

Results are unofficial 
but considered unlikely 
to change meaningfully.

“We have seven days to 
wait for cured ballots and 
overseas ballots to come 
in,” Bowdler said.

She pinned the report-
ing delay on the county.

“I can’t post anything 
until the county called 
me to let me know if they 
received our results,” she 
said. “It took them about 
two hours to call.”

Nov. 4 wasn’t limited to 
council candidates. Two 
uncontested races were 
concluded, too, along 
with passage of a public 
school bond proposal.

Mayor and judge
Voters awarded Mayor 

Michele Hodges a third, 
two-year term. She 
received 2,633 votes and 
had no opposition.

“Even though this 
election was uncon-
tested, it’s a reminder 
that public service 
requires dedication to 
each and every resi-
dent,” Hodges said.

“I’m honored to con-
tinue serving as mayor 
and I want to express my 
sincere gratitude to 
everyone in our commu-
nity for their trust and 
support. With a new 
council member joining 
us, I’m excited about the 
opportunity to build 
fresh energy together. 
Our shared goals remain 
clear: advancing a com-
munity where teamwork 
leads to excellence and 
service as a guide for 
moving forward. None 
of us succeeds alone and 
together we will chart 
the path.”

She said she was 
i m p r e s s e d  w i t h 
Gleason’s work on the 
recreation commission 
and volunteering to help 
maintain gardens and 
restore the wood play-
scape at Patterson Park.

“Mr. Gleason’s high 
vote count provides tes-

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

New Park council is raring to go

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS AND SHORES 
— With seven uncontest-
ed council races between 
them and one charter 
amendment, Election 
Day was straightforward 
for both cities.

Woods voters approved 
a charter amendment by 
a margin of 89 percent to 
11 percent that changes 
the title of city adminis-
trator to city manager. 
The position supervises 
all department heads and 
city employees.

An ordinance amend-
ment in 2022 also 
increased the duties of 
the role to include super-
vision of the city clerk 
and treasurer/comptrol-
ler. 

City Administrator 
Frank Schulte previously 
said the change is 
because city council 

wanted the title to be 
more in line with the 
other Pointes and sur-
rounding communities. 

“It’s a better descrip-
tion of our organizational 
chart and how it fl ows,” 
he said. 

Mayor Art Bryant 
agreed.

“Frank has basically 
been acting as a city 
manager since 2022 
when we shifted the trea-
surer and clerk,” he said. 
“The title city administra-
tor implies that person 
isn’t in charge of every-
one at city hall, that 
there’s no single leader.”

There were 3,784 votes 
in favor of the change 
and 465 against.

Also in the Woods, 
Bryant was re-elected, as 
were councilmembers 
Vicki Granger, Todd 
McConaghy and Jim 
Motschall.

In the Shores, council-
m e m b e r s  S a n d r a 
Cavataio and John 
Dakmak were re-elected. 
N e w c o m e r  S c o t t 
Houghton was elected to 
fill the seat previously 
held by Robert Barrette, 
who chose not to run 
again after 14 years on 
council.

—Ted O’Neil

No surprises in 
Shores, Woods elections

John Gillooly

See FARMS, page 5A

See CITY, page 5A

See PARK, page 5A

Sheila Tomkowiak
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GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — A probable 
cause conference related 
to a shooting last month 
was delayed a second 
time Wednesday, Nov. 5. 

I t  originally was 
delayed Wednesday, Oct. 
15, because the defen-
dant’s court-appointed 
attorney had only been 
appointed the previous 
day and did not have 
time for discovery. 

“This is a significant 
case with a lot of details 
he needs to get a hold 
of,” Municipal Judge 
Theodore Metry said at 
the time. 

This delay was for sim-
ilar reasons because the 
defendant  recent ly 
retained her own attor-
ney.

A m a n d a  M a r i e 
Wilkins, 39, is charged 
with assault causing 
great bodily harm less 
than murder, use of a 
dangerous weapon and 
felony fi rearm, meaning 
the use of a fi rearm in the 

commission of a felony. 
If convicted, she faces 

up to 10 years in prison, 
plus a mandatory two 
years for felony fi rearm. 
The shooting occurred 
the morning of Friday, 

Oct. 3, in the 1900 block 
of Roslyn. 

A 37-year-old Woods 
man, whose name police 
are not releasing, was 

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Hodges — Mayor 
Michele Hodges — likes 
her council shaken, not 
stirred. By rejiggering its 
hierarchy this week, she 
intended to keep fresh 
ideas fl owing.

“Rotating leadership is 
a healthy strategy that 
allows us to grow, con-
tribute, bring fresh ideas 
and to build bridges,” 
Hodges said. “My goal is 
to strengthen our ability 
to have impact and 
ensure the entire council 
is engaged. And to foster 
and, more importantly, 
deepen the collaboration 
we have with our com-
munity.”

A  s o b e r - m i n d e d , 
reconstituted city coun-
cil registered its collabo-
ration Nov. 10, the fi rst 
meeting since the Nov. 4 
election, by unani-
mously agreeing with 
Hodges to appoint 
C o u n c i l m a n  B r e n t 
Dreaver as mayor pro 
tem.

Dreaver is midway 
through his fi rst, four-
year term.

“You’ve shown matu-
rity, passion, courage 
and heart during your 
two years with us,” 
Hodges told him during 
the nomination.

“I’d like to do it,” 
Dreaver said. “I’m hon-

ored and have big shoes 
to fi ll.”

He takes over from 
n o w  s e c o n d - t e r m 
C o u n c i l m a n  T o m 
Caufl ield, highest vote-
getter in last week’s race 
in which Councilman 
Max Wiener also won a 
s e c o n d  t e r m  a n d 
Councilman Patrick 
Gleason won offi ce for 
the fi rst time.

To Caulfi eld, Hodges 
said, “You’ve truly been 
an exceptional team-
mate, a real asset to this 
community. I don’t see 
that changing. In fact, 
Tom, I’m working on 
strategy to take your 
impact to the next level.”

City charter requires a 
mayor pro tem be 
appointed at the first 
meeting following a 
municipal election.

“ C o u n c i l m e m b e r 
Dreaver … you bring 
intellect to the table,” 
Hodges said. “You work 
hard. You’ve shown pro-
fessionalism. You have a 
mission-minded mind-
set. You’ve been a 
bridge. You’ve advanced 
strong narratives and 
served to educate the 
community as a result. 
You’ve shown maturity, 
passion, courage and 
heart during your two 
years with us.”

Hodges used the 
opportunity to lay out a 
strategy for the new 
term.

She said, “It’s my hope 
this stuff I’m proposing 
will strengthen connec-
tive tissue we know is 
crucial to build social 
capital and will serve to 
signal to the community 
that we are a serious, 
professional, well-oiled 
team that is absolutely 
committed to working 
closely together.

“There is no ‘us versus 
them.’ There are no fac-
tions or divides. We are 
simply a bench of strong 
and committed residents 
seeking only to lead with 
impact and demonstrate 
clearly to the community 
with every decision we 
make, including this 
one, that long-term, sus-
tainable outcomes are 
what we strive for and 
what we will achieve 
through collaboration.

“We’ve come a long 
way, team, with each of 
you helping to move us 
forward. This decision is 
yet another punctuation 
point along our journey 
to a highly functioning 
community. I believe it’s 
the mortar that will 
make this team an unde-
niable force. Everyone 
on this council has a 
vital role to play in shap-
ing our success.”

AHEE.COM   |    313 .886 .4600
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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)
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*24 month lease. 10,000 miles per year, plus tax, title, license and doc fees. Financing through GM 
Financial; not all buyers qualify. Offer on select in-stock models only. Dealer participation may affect 
the final price. See dealer for details. Offer ends 11/30/25.

$119
per mo. 24 Months

$995*

Down

Purchase a 2026 for
$23,089 Stock #561402

2026 TRAILBLAZER LS2026 TRAILBLAZER LS
*

MONDAY, NOV. 17

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public School System Facilities 
Committee meeting, 5:30 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park Planning Commission meeting, 

7 pm.

TUESDAY, NOV. 18

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Senior Citizens’ Commission 
meeting, 4 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Parks Committee meeting, 4 
p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Planning Commission meet-

ing, 7 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Citizens’ Recreation meeting, 

7 p.m.

THURSDAY, NOV. 20

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Library Board of Trustees meeting, 
6:30 p.m. at Central, 10 Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

The Week Ahead

time the city was trying 
to be accommodating as 
best it could, but still had 
to enforce its ordinances. 

Biery decided to appeal 
the citation in court, 
which enabled her to 
keep the painting until 
early November. 

Following last week’s 
dismissal, the situation is 
out of the court’s pur-
view, at least for now, 
but Biery still intends to 
find a way to paint a 
Christmas scene on her 
shop’s windows.

She’s hired local attor-
ney Dan Williams, who 
may offer a unique per-
spective on the contro-
versy given he served on 
city council — which 
doubles as the zoning 
board of appeals — from 
2017 to 2021. 

“Our goal is not to have 
to change (the ordi-
nance),” Biery said. “Our 
goal is to create or some-
how address directly this 
particular type of thing 
as opposed to classifying 
it as signage.”

In the interim, city 
administrators provided 
small business owners in 
The Village an outline of 
storefront holiday deco-
ration display rules in 
keeping with the city’s 
ordinances, aiming to 
head off any similar situ-
ations. 

They are as follows:
◆ Displays may be 

placed during the period 
of Nov. 1 to Jan. 15 for 
businesses;

◆  businesses are 
encouraged to maintain 
cohesive, creative and 
high-quality holiday dis-
plays that enhance the 
downtown experience;

◆ displays must not 
obstruct entrances, exits 
or pedestrian access;

◆ displays on store 
windows must be on the 
inside of the window and 
limited to 10 inches from 
the window edge around 
the perimeter of the win-
dow;

◆ materials or decora-
tions that are unsafe, 
poorly maintained or 
detract from the appear-
ance of the downtown 
must be repaired or 
removed.

SPICE:
Continued from page 1A

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — The first 
snowfall of the year set-
tled in metro Detroit 
Sunday, providing a fi t-
ting backdrop as crews 
spend the week trans-
forming Kercheval into 
Christmas Street ahead 
of the annual Village Tree 
Lighting next Friday. 

“The whole Village will 
be decorated by (this) 
Friday,” said Laura 
Clements, City of Grosse 
Pointe Foundation mem-
ber and president of 
Bishop Design and 
Display, which is con-
tracted each year to 
bring the streetscape 
holiday cheer. 

True to her word and 

thanks to the City’s foun-
dation, the decor will be 
kicked up a notch this 
year.

The dulling decade-old 
ornaments typically 
adorning the blue spruce 
at St. Clair and Kercheval 
are being fully replaced 
with a new set. 

Set to feature a more 
colorful arrangement, 
larger ornaments and 
fi nial designs, the display 
is highlighted by a new 
three-foot electric star 
topper. 

“I don’t know of any 
other municipality’s tree 
that has a topper like 
what we’re going to do,” 
Clements said. “My guys 
do a lot of different jobs 
and they haven’t seen 
anybody that’s done any-
thing like this. It will be a 

showstopper, guaran-
teed.”

The clocktower’s fin-
icky colorful lights also 
are being replaced this 
week, weather permit-
ting, with a tasteful white 
set. 

“I can remember some 
years ago where my crew 
was wearing T-shirts and 
shorts (decorating The 
Village),” Clements said 
Monday — a crisp 31 
degrees. “Five years ago, 
it was 78 degrees today.” 

Currently, the forecast 
calls for a high of 48 
degrees when The 
Village Tree Lighting 
takes place 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. Friday, Nov. 21. The 
actual tree lighting is set 
for 6 p.m.

“This tree is always 
spectacular, but I think 

it’ll be even more spec-
tacular this year,” said 
Cindy Willcock, Main 
Street Grosse Pointe 
executive director.  

New this year, Elsa 
from “Frozen” will take 
the stage following the 
tree lighting for a perfor-
mance and sing-along. 

Residents also can 
expect the traditional 
festivities, with carols by 
the Grosse Pointe South 
High School Choir, hot 
cocoa provided by the 
Grosse Pointe Boat Club 
and the opportunity to 
make s’mores. 

“Parking is free after 6 
o’clock in The Village,” 
Willcock said of a new 
initiative that kicked off 
this month, “so it’s even 
more of a reason to come 
down.”

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Village tree lighting next Friday

COURTESY PHOTO

The Village Christmas tree will no longer look quite 
like it did here in 2024, as the City of Grosse Pointe 
Foundation has purchased all new ornaments and a 
three-foot tree topper.

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

New pro tem in Park Woods shooting 
case delayed again
By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

See DELAY, page 8A
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Shop with us in store 16906 Kercheval Ave
in the Village of Grosse Pointe, or online

shopglitterandscotch.com
(313) 571-3607
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We do Adoptions by appointment almost every day

20542 Harper, (Lennon & Harper) Harper Woods

Call to arrange a Meet and Greet

www.gpaas.org

313-884-1551
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TITANTITAN
Male, 1 year old,

Masiff Mix, Black,
65 lbs.

Male, 18 months old,
Labrador Retriever/
Akita, Blonde, 75 lbs.

JESTERJESTER IVANIVAN

Ope n Hou s e — N o v. 15 t h & N o v. 29t h, 2025Ope n Hou s e — N o v. 15 t h & N o v. 29t h, 2025

Male, 3 years old,
American Bulldog Mix, 

White/Black, 75 lbs.

JEFFREYJEFFREY
Male, 5 years old,

American Bulldog Mix,
White, 60 lbs.

Born and raised on 
Detroit’s westside, Don 
Sicko never imagined a 
life where sports were not 
at the heart of it. 

“I grew up in a very 
sports-oriented neighbor-
hood,” he said. “… 
Everybody in the neigh-
borhood played. My fi rst 
idols were the high school 
players at St. Andrew, 
which is where I went to 
school for 13 years. … It 
was a very sports-ori-
ented school also and I 
had a huge love for three 
sports: football, basket-
ball and baseball.”

Of those three, the mid-
dle one changed the 
course of Sicko’s life. He 
is a basketball nut. A 
guru, some might say, 
even referring to himself 
as the “commissioner of 
ball” on social media. 

That title is well 

deserved for Sicko. He 
went from playing to 
coaching basketball 
seamlessly as soon as he 
could. He began coaching 
basketball, as well as 
baseball and football, at 
the high school level 
around the Detroit area, 
eventually dropping the 
other sports to fully focus 
on basketball. 

Hoops always was 
Sicko’s favorite and he 
always wanted to be the 
best, so when he began 
taking coaching seriously, 
it was time to learn from 
the best. 

“I looked in the NCAA 
records at the top 20 
defensive teams and 
wrote handwritten letters 
to the coaches of those 
teams,” Sicko said. “One 
wrote me back and his 
name was Bob Knight. He 
said, ‘I’ve got a notebook 
and it’s for sale,’ so I pur-
chased it and made it the 
basis of my defensive phi-

losophy. More than any 
one thing, that would 
have accounted for a lot 
of the success I had as a 
high school coach, but I 
didn’t want to be one-
dimensional, so I tried to 
develop better offensive 
techniques as I went 
along, too.”

Sicko turned his high 
school coaching success 
into opportunities to 
coach at the Division I col-
legiate level, first as an 
assistant coach at Kent 
State University. Then, he 
was hired as an assistant 
coach with the men’s bas-
ketball team at the 
University of Michigan in 
the early 1980s under leg-
endary head coach Bill 
Frieder. 

After a few seasons on 
the bench with the 
Wolverines, Sicko got the 
chance of a lifetime. In 
1982, he became the head 
coach of the men’s bas-
ketball team at the 

University of Detroit 
Mercy, a program that 
always had his heart.

“When I was a CYO 
player at St. Andrew, my 
coach was a player at the 
University of Detroit 
n a m e d  F r a n k 
Chickowski,” Sicko said. 
“… Frank would bring 
Dave DeBusschere to our 
practices to help mentor 
us and tutor us. I was in 
basketball heaven and 
University of Detroit was 
at the center of it. … I was 
in love with the University 
of Detroit, so to get that 
opportunity was huge. 
Some people at that time 
said, ‘Why would you 
have left the University of 
Michigan?’ but what I just 
said explains it. It was a 
different era and I was 
plugged into the great-
ness of that program dur-
ing those years.”

Sicko went on to be 
n a m e d  t h e  1 9 8 6 
Midwestern Collegiate 
Conference (now known 
as the Horizon League) 
Coach of the Year. He 
stepped down from his 
role with the Titans in 
1987, and did not coach 
again until he took the job 
as head coach at Notre 
Dame High School in 
Harper Woods for a few 
years in the early 2000s. 

During those years in 
between, Sicko explored 
other paths and opportu-
nities. He went from bas-
ketball to business, 
working in branding and 
sales with companies 
such as Life Is Good, CCM 
and Reebok. 

Even as his full-time 
career shifted to business, 
basketball was still in 
Sicko’s blood. He had 
opportunities in the media 
to write about basketball. 
He spent 20 years as a 
Michigan-based scout for 
t h e  p r e s t i g i o u s 
Portsmouth Invitational 
Tournament, a basketball 
showcase for potential 
NBA draft picks.

“It was really a great 20 

years and I really enjoyed 
it because I got to stay in 
the game and see high-
quality basketball,” Sicko 
said.

Now, he watches sports 
mostly as a fan. It is the 
reason why he offi cially 
moved to Grosse Pointe a 
few years ago, to cheer on 
his own grandchildren 
and watch them begin 
their sports journeys at 
Grosse Pointe South. 

Seeing sports through 
the lens of a fan rather 
than a coach is what 
inspired Sicko’s latest 
venture. Earlier this year, 
he received a trademark 
for Fan Blood, his own 
sports apparel brand 
designed to help fans 
show their pride.

“Branding has always 
been a very conscious 
endeavor in my back-
ground,” he said. “I 
started to think about an 
athletic brand that could 
speak to fans’ passion 
about their teams. Every 
fanbase has its own 
unique passion, but it’s 
equivalent. Alabama fans 
feel as strongly about 
their brand as Grand 
Valley State does. I tried 
to formulate an idea with 
the concept of, ‘What’s in 
your veins?’ … It all 
started to come together 
with that thought pro-
cess.”

Still in its early stages, 
Fan Blood already is 

growing strong. Sicko set 
up an online shop with a 
wide selection of apparel 
for fans of dozens of col-
lege and pro teams, as 
well as gear that appeals 
to people’s passions that 
might not be related to 
team sports, including 
anything from hiking to 
gardening.

“If you’re passionate 
about something, your 
passion is as strong in 
your area as anything in 
athletics,” he said. “… It’s 
evolved into an athletics-
meets-lifestyle brand 
where it’s for everyone.”

It is that kind of strat-
egy that is helping Fan 
Blood appeal to the 
masses. Fan Blood’s prod-
ucts can be found on the 
shelves of Lacquer Gift 
Shop inside Detroit’s 
Motor City Casino. 

“Building a brand can 
be a very challenging 
area,” he said. “I think the 
basic concept is appealing 
to a wide range of people 
and I think we’ve got a 
great name and great 
logos. We can go in differ-
ent directions and what 
we’re trying to do is get 
traction in all different 
areas. Some areas grow 
faster than others and I 
think we’re going to fol-
low the wave and fi nd out 
which channel our growth 
can come the quickest. … 
In the end, it’s building 
the brand name.”

By Mike Adzima
Staff Writer

From basketball to business
Former coach turns passion for sports into apparel brand

COURTESY PHOTOS

Don Sicko, right, with his grandsons, Hayden and 
Brody Vinyard.

and more. 
“People can expect a 

variety of gifts, if they’re 
looking for hostess gifts, 
(holiday) gifts or just 
something nostalgic, but 
also just that festive idea 
of a holiday market,” said 
Mata Kartsonas, market 
organizer. 

Storytime with Belle 
also has been moved 
from the Alger House 

library to the campus’ art 
and classes wing, where 
more children can fi ll the 
additional space.

Readings take place at 
4:15, 4:45, 5 and 6:15 
p.m.

In the same wing from 
4 to 7 p.m., children also 
can create their own 
paper cranes with 
ins t ructor  Nobuko 
Yamasaki, to take home 
and place on their 
Christmas tree.

Further adjusted plans 
include live sculpting of a 

snowman from 4 to 4:30 
p.m. by Chad Hartson of 
Ice Creations, rather than 
the outdoor marshmal-
low roasting that was 
included last year. 

“And then we switched 
up the VIP event in our 
ballroom and made that a 
little bit more family-
friendly,” Sutton said. 

Now called the Mingle 
with Kringle Reception, 
attendees may purchase 
tickets — $35 for chil-
dren, $45 for adults — to 
meet with Santa for cook-
ies and hot cocoa, as well 
as enjoy a macaroni and 
cheese bar, following the 
tree lighting. 

“We’ll have the big 
20-foot tree and we’re 
doing some new decora-
tions in the colonnade 
this year that’ll be hang-
ing,” Sutton said, “so it’ll 
be a really festive experi-
ence.”

Adding to the overall 

Christmas cheer, The 
War Memorial will host 
its first gingerbread 
house decorating compe-
tition noon to 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 16. 

Registration is $30 per 
team or individual. The 
kit and decorating sup-
plies will be provided, 
although participants are 
welcome to bring addi-
tional supplies as long as 
they’re edible.  

“We wanted to have 
something a little extra 
and fun,” Sutton said.

Decorated gingerbread 
houses will be displayed 
in the Patriot Gallery, 
where Pointers can vote 
on their favorites, up 
until the winner is 
announced during the 
tree-lighting ceremony.

The winning team or 
individual will receive a 
free table for four at The 
W a r  M e m o r i a l ’ s 
Breakfast with Santa.

TREE:
Continued from page 1A

name of a wife sharing 
the address of her feder-
ally-employed husband.

Councilmen Marty 
McMillan and Max 
Wiener said they “abso-
lutely” and “certainly” 
supported the expansion.

“Regular billing and 
payment schedules will 
continue, but no penalties 
will be assessed until 
three months after the 
federal government shut-

down has officially 
ended, at which point 
normal penalty assess-
ments will resume on all 
applicable accounts,” 
Tylecki said.

Abeyance requires 
applicants verify their fed-
eral employment status 
by providing the following 
information:

◆ a valid federal 
employee identification 
badge or recent pay stub, 
plus

◆ a valid driver’s license 
matching the name on the 
utility account.

FEES:
Continued from page 1A

DETROIT — In spite of being em-
broiled in a two-year controversy that 
came with building high-traffi c drive-
thru lanes directly abutting a school 
playground for small children, the 
Chick-fil-A location at Mack and 
Marseilles offi cially opens Thursday, 
Nov. 13. 

Hours of operation are 6:30 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Monday through Saturday for 
drive-thru, carryout and third-party 
delivery. 

On opening day, those who dress in 
cow print can receive one free entree or 
kids meal as part of a cheeky campaign 
that encourages people to skip burgers 
and “Eat More Chikin.”

The new Detroit location will be led by 
owner-operator Manda Taylor. 

Taylor, a Detroit resident, grew up 
around a family-run local business, pre-
viously served as a teacher and cheer 
coach for many years and, in 2022, 
joined Chick-fi l-A as a team member, 
later being accepted into the Chick-fi l-A 
Leadership Development Program.

“When I was young, I would save my 
allowance for visits to Chick-fi l-A in our 

local mall, because it always felt like 
such a special treat,” Taylor said in a pre-
pared statement. “Now, representing 
this brand and becoming a local owner-
operator for my own restaurant is truly 
a dream come true. I’m honored to bring 
the same delicious food and genuine 
hospitality that I remember so fondly 
from my earlier years to the Detroit com-
munity and I look forward to making 
Chick-fi l-A Mack Ave., a place where our 
community feels valued and cared for.” 

In combination with the opening of the 
new location, Chick-fil-A is donating 
$25,000 to Junior Achievement of 
Southeast Michigan, which delivers 
hands-on programs in fi nancial literacy, 
work-readiness and entrepreneurship to 
young people.

Another $25,000 is being donated to 
Feeding America via its partner food 
bank Forgotten Harvest, to support local 
hunger relief efforts.

Taylor also will partner with Food 
Rescue Detroit, which facilitates the 
donation of surplus food from restau-
rants and stores to social service agen-
cies.

Chick-fil-A opens Thursday
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City of Grosse Pointe

Nothing to report per 
dispatch. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about crimes to the City 
of Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Upcharge
An Ohio man unsuc-

cessfully attempted to 
defraud a 48-year-old 
Farms man last week, 
sending him a fraudulent 
$35,890 check in the mail 
for a boat the Pointer is 
selling for $35,000. 

Dodge vehicles 
targeted

The threat against 
Dodge vehicles contin-
ued in the Farms last 
week.

A 2021 Dodge Ram’s 

window was smashed 
and its car stereo stolen 
between 3 p.m. Monday, 
Nov. 3, and 4 a.m. the 
next day in the 300 block 
of McMillan.

A 2026 Ram 1500’s 
window was smashed 
and its information dis-
play screen stolen over-
night into Friday, Nov. 7, 
in the 400 block of 
Bournemouth. 

Dark at 5
A 21-year-old Detroit 

man was cited for driving 
at Canyon and East 
Warren without a driv-
er’s license or headlights 
at 5:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 8. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 

Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Nothing to report per 
dispatch

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about crime to Grosse 
Pointe Shores Public 
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Park

B&E
Little is known about a 

breaking and entering 
two weeks ago in the 700 
block of Pemberton other 
than $140 cash was miss-
ing, there was no sign of 
forced entry, nor any 
video evidence, according 

to a police summary.
“(The) crime is under 

investigation,” police said.
Officers said the inci-

dent happened between 8 
a.m. and 1:15 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 1.

Car theft
Nothing marked the 

scene of a vehicle theft 
overnight Tuesday, Nov. 
4, in the 1300 block of 
Wayburn, except the 
absence of a 2018 Jeep 
Grand Cherokee.

The vehicle was 
reported stolen while 
parked in a rear driveway.

Warrant
A 53-year-old Detroit 

man being investigated 
for a traffi c infraction on 
Mack at Wayburn at 8:30 

p.m. Saturday, Nov. 8, 
was arrested on an out-
standing warrant from 
Macomb County.

Park police said he was 
speeding. The warrant 
specified aggravated 
assault.

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public Safety 
Department, (313) 822-
7400.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Stolen tools
About $9,000 in tools 

were stolen from the 
back of a work van in the 
2000 block of Allard 
sometime Monday, Nov. 
3. The owner did not 

notice until an employee 
returned to the shop.

The employee was 
unsure if the van was 
locked while at the job 
site.

Retail fraud
An unknown black 

female between 30 and 40 
years old is accused of 
stealing $2,100 in eye-
glass frames from a busi-
ness in the 19300 block of 
Mack around 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 8.

The suspect was wear-
ing blue shoes and a blue 
hoodie under a black 
jacket.

—Ted O’Neil 
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

and to observe and par-
ticipate in the big deci-
sions that we have to 
make going forward. 
We’re going to con-
t inue,  l ike we did 
recently with the pool 
project, we’re going to 
continue that.” 

In an uncontested 
c i ty  counc i l  race , 
i n c u m b e n t s  S i e r r a 
Donaven and Beth 
Konrad Wilberding will 
serve another term on 
council and are joined 
by former public safety 
director Dan Jensen. 

Ricci, who served on 
council since 2013, is 
halfway through his 

current term and may 
remain on council in 
that capacity. 

M u n i c i p a l  J u d g e 
Charles Berschback 
also will serve another 
term, as he ran for re-
election unopposed. 

V o t e r  t u r n o u t 
T u e s d a y  e x c e e d e d 
expectations for a local 
election, hitting 40.12 
percent. 

Absentee voters num-
bered 2,211, compared 
to the 1,419 voters who 
showed up to The War 
Memorial. 

“Election Day went 
very well,” Assistant 
C i t y  M a n a g e r / C i t y 
Clerk Derrick Kozicki 
said, “and it was great 
to see a steady stream 
of voters all day long. 

The voter turnout per-
centage was on the 
higher end of the range 
that we had estimated 
before Election Day.” 

Gillooly, who was at 
the polls chatting with 
residents from 6:30 
a.m. to 8 p.m., particu-
larly was struck by the 
number of children 
who tagged along with 
their parents to vote.

“I literally saw sev-
eral hundred kids, at 
least ,  accompanied 
their parents to the 
polls,” he said, “which 
is such a good head 
start on civic responsi-
bility, on the impor-
tance of voting and the 
privilege of voting that 
we can’ t  take  for 
granted.”

FARMS:
Continued from page 2A

inform other communities 
about the necessity of 
municipalities having a 
plan in place on how to 
communicate during a 
crisis, what is expected of 
city staff and elected offi -
cials and how to approach 
the aftermath in following 
days. 

“You need to have a 
methodology in place for 
dealing with all of that,” 
Tomkowiak said. “We 
have fi ve Grosse Pointes 
and the world out there 
looks at us as one, so how 
do we communicate with 
one voice to the world if 
there is a problem in any 
one of our Grosse 
Pointes?”

Joining Tomkowiak in 
re-election to city council 
are incumbents Maureen 
Juip and Chris Walsh, 
who received the highest 
number of votes with 
1,419 and 1,371, respec-
tively. 

Elected to the third 
open seat is newcomer 
David Calcaterra, who 
earned the third-most 
votes at 1,086. Incumbent 
David Fries, who has 
served one term on coun-
cil, lost his seat after 
receiving 965 votes. 

“I’m really looking for-
ward to serving on the city 
council in the city I’ve 
lived my whole life,” 

C a l c a t e r r a  s a i d . 
“(Residents) can expect 
someone who’s going to, 
in the very beginning, just 
sit back and learn from 
the wealth of experience 
on the board at the 
moment.”

Unexpectedly, the city 
saw a record-breaking 
41.32 percent voter turn-
out for a local election, 
Assistant City Manager/
C i ty  C lerk  Chr is 
Hardenbrook reported.

“We had the third high-
est percentage turnout in 
all tri-counties,” he said, 
“That’s Wayne, Oakland 
and Macomb counties.”

In the 2023 general 
election, the city experi-
enced 35 percent turnout; 
in 2021, it was 25 percent; 
and in 2019, 35 percent. 
The city only ever has 
seen higher turnouts in a 
general election in 2005, 
with a 48 percent turnout, 
and 1989, with a 50 per-
cent turnout. 

“It was steady all day 
long without issue,” 
Hardenbrook said , 
“except for a 15-minute 
window in the evening 
time (when) we had this 
huge rush after work, 
where we had a little bit of 
congest ion at  the 
entrance.” 

Tuesday’s election was 
the first held at The 
Neighborhood Club after 
the Grosse Pointe Public 
School System said Maire 
Elementary School no 

longer was an option.
While the polls were set 

up in the second-floor 
conference rooms for an 
election that typically has 
lower voter turnout, the 
city will use the facility’s 
gymnasium for larger 
presidential elections. 

“Obviously, we have to 
have our polling location 
within our jurisdiction 
and being such a small 
city, we really don’t have 
too many options,” 
Hardenbrook acknowl-
edged. “So for The 
Neighborhood Club to 
step up and offer their 
building and welcome us 
back and welcome poten-
tially for the larger elec-
t ion use of their
gym — which is a big pro-
gramming (space) for 
them to sacrifi ce for a day 
— we’re very appreciative 
of The Neighborhood 
Club and all their staff for 
taking us on.” 

Many voters seemed to 
appreciate the conve-
nience of the new loca-
tion.

“People came and 
they’re either on their way 
to workout or they were 
coming from a workout,” 
Hardenbrook noticed. 
“It’s a one-stop-shop. ‘I 
can get my workout and 
then my vote in all in the 
same place.’” 

Still, absentee voters 
outnumbered those on 
Election Day, 1,151 to 
902.

timony to his level of 
engagement within the 
community,” she said. 
“He had already proven 
himself.”

Also uncontested was 
John Parnell Jr. in his 

race to replace retiring 
Municipal Judge Carl 
Jarboe.

Parnell received 2,509 
votes. He was unavail-
able for comment.

School bond
Park voters joined oth-

ers throughout the dis-
trict by supporting a $120 

million bond proposal to 
remodel, reequip and 
refurnish buildings and 
facilities.

The Park vote was 
2,465 to 866.

“I think a lot of people 
are coming out for the 
school millage,” Bowdler 
said, explaining the eve-
ning rush.

CITY:
Continued from page 2A

PARK:
Continued from page 2A
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Pure Grosse Pointe
PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Olaf recently enjoyed a day in the sunshine, patrolling the fence line and munching on 
grass. A day in nature is a nice break from his stall at the Grosse Pointe Equestrian Club on 
Cook Road in Grosse Pointe Woods. Olaf, who stands more than 16 hands tall, is a gentle gi-
ant and popular with kids who learn to ride on him.

T
he fact voters in the last 15 months have 
approved two millages and a bond for 
the Grosse Pointe Public School System 
means we obviously care about our 
schools. And by extension, we care 
about our students.

Which is why we are concerned about the proposed 
new health education standards from the Michigan 
Department of Education.

Under the current standards, and state law, stu-
dents are required to take a health class as part of the 
Michigan Merit Curriculum. It deals with things like 
diet, exercise, hygiene, the use of drugs and alcohol 
and mental health.

The only thing of a sexual nature deals with the 
prevention of HIV/AIDS and other communicable 
diseases. Parents are allowed to withhold their stu-
dent from that portion of the class.

At the same time, school districts have the option 
to offer a separate sex education class as an elective.

It appears to many that the department of educa-
tion is trying to blur those lines with the proposed 
new standards.

For example, while current law requires districts 
that offer sex education classes to stress abstinence 
as a “responsible and effective method” for prevent-
ing pregnancy and sexually transmitted infections, 
the word appears just three times in a draft of the new 
health class standards — all in the sixth- through 
eighth-grade section.

It includes this reference: “Assess personal health 
practices and develop short- and long-term goals that 
support healthy sexual behaviors (e.g. abstinence, 
delay, use of contraception, use of barriers, giving 
and obtaining consent.”

Seriously?
Has the department forgotten that the age of con-

sent in Michigan is 16? Does the state actually want 
to suggest middle schoolers engage in illegal activity?

Sue Carnell, the interim state superintendent, testi-
fi ed on the draft plan before the Michigan House 
Oversight Committee late last month. 

Questions from legislators on the committee 
expressed concerns that some of the content in the 
draft standards are of a highly personal — and con-
troversial — nature, including things such as gender 
fl uidity, reproductive health, advocacy and sexual 
orientation. 

“What is the fi xation on sexual activity that is so 
predominant in this document?” Committee 
Chairman Rep. Jay DeBoyer, R-Clay, asked Carnell.

We agree. There is something offputting and con-
cerning about adults who want to discuss some of 
these topics with other people’s children.

When asked if she would agree that there are only 
two genders, Carnell answered, “There are other 
viewpoints.”

That is exactly why some of these topics should not 
be broached outside the home, be it for ethical, moral 
or religious reasons. 

People can hold whatever personal view they want 
to on something like gender identity, but biology tells 
us there are only two genders. We certainly would 
not want a science teacher, for example, teaching fl at 
Earth theory, regardless of what they might person-
ally believe.

Carnell also dropped a shocker during the commit-
tee hearing, saying the new standards, “can be 
applied across all content areas.” Gives a whole new 
meaning to a math teacher discussing non-binary 
numbers.

She also said several times that parents can “opt 
out” of disagreeable content. That presents a problem 
whereby students could end up missing large chunks 

A healthy 
discussion

of so many classes that they end up failing.
It also could force teachers to resign or be 

dismissed for refusing to address certain topics.
According to Rep. Jamie Thompson, 

R-Brownstown Township, who addressed the 
committee, Michigan’s new standards are 
based on a national document that was heavily 
influenced by the nonprofit SIECUS, the 
Sexuality Information and Education Council 
of the United States. The group has come under 
fi re for opposing abstinence education, promot-
ing what some see as promiscuous and high-
risk sexual activity to elementary school 
children and speaking out against laws designed 
to keep minors safe online.

When contacted about how the Grosse Pointe 
Public School System would react if the new 
standards are adopted, the district provided this 
statement: “GPPSS will utilize its longstanding 
process for curriculum review and adoption. It 
is also important to recognize that even if the 
State Board of Education adopts them, we still 
have local control as to what we include in our 
AHE (adolescent health education) curriculum. 
The EPLC (Educational Programs Leadership 
Council) process, including the AHE Committee 
and Human Sexuality Advisory Board, will 
guide that work.”

We suggest you contact the GPPSS Board of 
Education (gpschools.org/about-gppss/school-
board) and make your thoughts known on the 
matter.

“
Amazon failed me.”

That’s how a recent plea began to 
a local boutique owner in our com-
munity. A customer had an event to 
attend, but the dress she 
ordered online didn’t 

arrive. In a bind, she reached out 
to the shop, asking if they could 
open early to help her fi nd some-
thing to wear. And of course, the 
owner said yes.

That’s the magic of shopping 
local.

It’s not just about the merchan-
dise; it’s about the people behind 
the counter who know your name, who care 
about your day and who will go the extra mile 
when you’re in a pinch. It’s about real rela-
tionships, real service and real-time solutions.

Would Amazon or any other online retailer 
open early for you? Stay late? Deliver some-
thing same-day, in person to your doorstep 
because you had a wardrobe emergency? Of 

course not. Algorithms don’t care 
if your package gets delayed. But 
your local small business owner 
does.

So why don’t we choose local 
fi rst?

We’ve been conditioned to 
believe that convenience lives in a 
cardboard box on our doorstep. 
But true convenience is walking 
into a store, trying something on, 

getting honest feedback and walking out with 
exactly what you need. No guesswork, no 

The magic of shopping local

Park for recreation, 
not a meadow
To the Editor:

I am writing in response to the “Meadow 
in the park” article in the Oct. 30 issue. It is 
my understanding that the two Park resi-
dents proposing this “meadow” at Patterson 
Park are doing so primarily on their own, 
without the expressed support of the full 
beautifi cation commission, nor with little 
or any offi cial authorization from the city 
of Grosse Pointe Park. Contacting any state 
or federal authorities without specific 
authorization from duly elected or paid city 
offi cials can potentially lead to what might 
be unwelcome regulatory oversight. But 
that’s a future, potential problem if this 
meadow is actually planted. Reasons to 
reject a meadow include:   

1) The hill where this proposed meadow 
would go is used by Park residents and 
their children for snow sledding, cross-
country snowshoeing, the annual marsh-
mallow drop, running and rolling downhill 
activities by young children, middle and 
high school cross-country training and … 
walking and running activity by young and 
old year round. 

2) There is no accessible outdoor water 
source in that corner of Patterson Park. To 
establish any sort of plantings, you need to 
have consistent watering for at least the 

OUR VIEW

G U E S T  V I E W  By Cindy Willcock

See LETTERS, page 7A

See GUEST, page 7A
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1950
75 years ago this week

A L L  B U I L D I N G 
RECORDS SMASHED: 
The rate of new home 
construction in the 
Grosse Pointe School 
District has continued to 
surpass all previous 
years, according to the 
third quarterly report 
just issued by L.M. 
Bartlett, Director of 
Pupil Personnel for the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Schools. This report 
shows that a total of 
1,155 dwelling permits 

were issued in the vari-
ous municipalities com-
prising the Grosse 
Pointe School District 
during the first nine 
months of this calendar 
year.

1975
50 years ago this week

S C H O O L S  R A P 
STATE CUT: Grosse 
Pointe Superintendent 
of Schools Dr. James A. 
Adams has joined with 
15 other Michigan 
superintendents in rec-
ommending that their 

boards take legal action 
in regard to state educa-
tion and budget cuts.

2000
25 years ago this week

LIONS’ ANSWER IS 
WITHIN: The writing 
was on the wall for 
Bobby  Ross ,  who 
resigned Monday as 
head coach of the Detroit 
Lions. Ross, who has 
always been an emo-
tional man, was not dis-
tressed merely by the 
Lions’ pathetic 23-8 loss 
Sunday to the Miami 
Dolphins. Ross clearly 
felt he had tried every 
coaching trick in the 

book and none of them 
worked with the Lions. 
The task of turning 
things around and lead-
ing the Lions to the play-
offs falls to a familiar 
face to Michiganians — 
Gary Moeller.

2015
10 years ago this week

D R O N E  R U L E S 
COMING: If you still 
define a drone as a 
worker bee, you need to 
catch up. Drones are 
remote-controlled air-
craft used in battlefi elds 
as well as backyards and 
can be effective tools for 
police and conservation 

offi cers. They also can 
be a pain in the neck for 
the next-door neighbor. 
That’s why the discus-
sion has begun in Grosse 

Pointe Woods about reg-
ulating the devices 
before one starts hover-
ing over your backyard 
pool.
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I 
think creatively. 
And logically. 
And, sometimes 
literally. So when 
something doesn’t 
make sense, I tend 

to question it. Or I’m at 
least curious about it. That 
is why some of the sayings 
that I, and probably you, 
grew up with, and that 
people still say, don’t 
make sense. So I wonder 
where they came from or 
why that saying is even 
said.

Have you ever paid 
attention when using a 
phrase you’ve heard 
growing up or thought 
about what it meant. Like 
the saying, “A friend in 
need is a friend indeed.” 
Are they? It seems like the 
friend helping the friend 

in need is a friend indeed. 
The saying actually 
means a true friend helps 
you when you are having 
a diffi cult time. So why is 
it worded to sound the 
opposite?

How about when your 
mom used to say, “Hold 
your horses.” Huh? As a 
little kid you’d think, 
“What horses?”

“A watched pot never 
boils.” Yes, it does. I’ve 
tested this theory when 
adding salt to water and it 
boils quicker. I ’ve 
watched it.

“A stitch in time saves 
nine.” How? 

“Don’t count your 
chickens before they 
hatch.” That’s a little 
dark.

“Don’t put the cart 
before the horse.” Well, 
that’s just dumb. Who 
would do that and expect 
it to work?

Or the saying “sweating 
like a pig.” The problem 
with that is pigs don’t 
sweat.

I like when people say 
they slept like a baby 
because then I ask, do 
you mean you woke up a 
few times during the 
night?

And then there’s “happy 
as a clam.” Clams are 
probably not happy since 
they are taken out of their 
home and eaten. The 
original saying was, 
“Happy as a clam at high 
water,” which makes 
more sense because then 
they aren’t exposed to 
predators or people 
because they are safe in 
high water.

“The proof is in the 
pudding.” What the heck? 
The real saying is, “The 
proof of the pudding is in 
the eating,” because you 
could judge if the pudding 

was cooked properly by 
taking a bite.

“Spill the beans.” We 
think that means reveal-
ing a secret, but it comes 
from ancient Greek when 
spilling beans revealed 
election results.

“Pull yourself up by 
your bootstraps.” Um, 
you can pull your boots 
up by the bootstraps, but 
I think it’s impossible to 
pull yourself up. The say-
ing actually means to 
improve your situation by 
your own hard work and 
no outside assistance. But 
again, why bootstraps?

Is it just me or does any-
one else think about these 
things? I have caught 
myself lately using a few 
and when I do, it brings it 
to the forefront and I 
think, what does that 
actually mean? Which is 
what started this “rolling 
stone gathers no moss” 

idea of saying things that 
don’t make sense or are 
just plain weird.

When someone says 
“it’s raining cats and 
dogs,” I think, why don’t 
you just say it’s really 
raining hard?

And why in the theater 
does “break a leg” mean 
good luck? If you broke 
your leg, it wouldn’t be 
good luck. Why don’t we 
just say what we mean 
instead of using sayings 
that have the opposite 
meaning or that aren’t 
always correct? 

If someone says some-
thing is the “bee’s knees” 
it means it is something of 
high quality. Not sure 
why that is equivalent to 
high quality, but it turns 
out that bees do have 
knees in each of their six 
legs. Who knew? 

Or how about the say-
ing, “on cloud nine.” I’ve 

said it and I know it 
means to be very happy 
but why nine? Why not 
eight or 11? Apparently it 
comes from an old system 
of classifying clouds and 
cloud nine is a metaphor 
for being on top of the 
world.

Yep, this is a part of 
how my brain works. I 
question things. In psy-
chology class in college, 
the professor had a draw-
ing on an overhead of two 
cars and one had crashed 
into the other. She asked, 
“How fast were the cars 
going?” 

I raised my hand and 
said zero and she asked, 
“Why zero?” 

I replied that the cars 
were stopped and not 
going anywhere. 

She replied, “You’d be a 
good one to study.” 

I took it as a compli-
ment.

Why do we say what we say?

fi rst couple of years. 
3) A meadow is going 

to attract wildlife to 
inhabit it and/or to feed 
off the plants growing 
there. Grosse Pointe Park 
and Jefferson-Chalmers 
just beyond have estab-
lished populations of 
squirrels, raccoons, rab-
bits, fi eld mice and deer, 
plus colonies of feral 
cats. … In the wild, ticks 
feed on warm-blooded, 
furry animals. These 
same animals can carry 
the bacteria that cause 
Lyme disease.

4) Patterson Park is a 
park, designed for human 
use and enjoyment. It is 
not a native plants or 
wildlife refuge and 
should not become one. 
We have limited, open 
green space for resident 
recreation, so let’s not 
think of restricting what 
open space we do have.

TINA ZIEMBA, PH.D.
Grosse Pointe Park

Editor’s Note: This let-
ter was edited to reach 
the 300-word limit. Find 
the writer’s full letter 
online at grossepointe
news.com.

Successful 
election
To the Editor:

The League of Women 
Voters of Grosse Pointe 
congratulates all of the 
candidates who were 
successful in the Nov. 4 
election. We thank you 
for your willingness to 
serve our communities 
and for taking on the 
important responsibility 
of representing your con-

stituents.
We also extend our 

appreciation to those 
who ran for office but 
were  not  e lected. 
Stepping forward to run 
is an act of public ser-
v ice .  Campaigning 
requires time, commit-
ment and engagement 
with voters on the issues 
that matter most to our 
communities.

A special thanks to our 
local clerks and to every-
one who served as elec-
tion inspectors/poll 
workers and on the 
absentee voter counting 
boards. Your dedication 
ensured that our elec-
tions ran smoothly and 
accurately.

Finally, we thank the 
voters who participated 
i n  t h i s  e l e c t i o n . 
Democracy is strongest 
when community mem-
bers are informed and 
engaged.

The League of Women 
Voters remains dedi-
cated to empowering 
voters and defending 
democracy. We will con-
tinue our nonpartisan 
work to provide voter 
education, encourage 
participation and sup-
port fair, secure and 
transparent elections.

LYNNE PIERCE, 
PRESIDENT

League of Women Voters 
of Grosse Pointe

Many thanks
To the Editor:

On behalf of the Gloria 
and Thomas Kitchen 
Memorial Foundation, I 
would like to thank the 
community for their sup-
port of our recent annual 
fundraiser to support 
cystic fi brosis research.

Thank you to our gen-

erous sponsors:
Event sponsor: R.R. 

D o s s i n  F a m i l y 
Foundation;

Platinum level: William 
and Stephanie Listman;

Gold level: Art Tucker 
Excavating, Birchwood 
Homes LLC, Duross 
Painting Co., Mary 
Kramer, Matthew and 
Jennifer Kitchen, Robert 
Kitchen, Anne MacIntyre 
and John Polizzi; 

Silver level: A.H. Peters 
Funeral Home, Holcomb 
C o n t r a c t i n g  L L C , 
Michael and Lisa Fuller, 
J a s o n  a n d  J a n e t 
Griswold, Charles and 
Laura Huebner, Paul and 
Elizabeth Huebner, Four 
Way Ashphalt Paving 
LLC, Jay and Kate Lytle, 
Lewis and Laura Tillman, 
Andrew and Jul ia 
Vieweg;

Bronze sponsors: 
Roger and Bethany 
Akins, Dr. Kevin and 
Cathy Grady, Robert 
Lyles and Barbara 
Chiapella. 

Finally, many local 
individuals and busi-
nesses donated goods 
and services to support 
our fundraising efforts. 
They are: Buddy’s Pizza, 
T h e  C h a r l e v o i x , 
Coreander’s Children’s 
Bookshoppe, Costco, 
Current Water Co., Bruce 
and Carolyn Dall, Detroit 
Yoga Lab, Dyno Detroit, 
Edsel & Eleanor Ford 
House, Fishbone’s, Five 
Iron Golf  Detroit , 
Fowling Warehouse, The 
Grand Hotel, Sue Keon, 
Leon and Lulu, Jackie 
L i s t m a n ,  D a n a 
Lockniskar, Kirk and 
Wendy Maltby, Erika 
Page, Mark Ridley’s 
Comedy Castle, Michigan 
Pedaler, Mr. C’s Carwash, 
Motawi Tileworks, Motor 

City Casino and Hotel, 
Orange Theory Grosse 
Pointe Woods, Outdoor 
Adventure Center, Dawn 
Parker, Christie Perry, 
The Portrait Place, 
Robert’s Restaurant 
Group, The Spice and 
Tea Exchange, Thrive 
Interiors, Toledo Zoo, 
Top  Go l f ,  Tower 
Therapeutic Fitness, 
Trader Joe’s, Village 
Grille, Village Palm and 
Zef’s Dockside Bar & 
Kitchen.

In this season of giving 
thanks, the Gloria and 
T h o m a s  K i t c h e n 
Memorial Foundation 
would like to extend 
heartfelt thanks to our 
generous community for 
their continued support. 

STEPHANIE LISTMAN
Event Chairperson

LETTERS:
Continued from page 6A

returns, no disappointment.
When we default to online giants, we’re not just 

risking a fashion faux pas. We’re missing out on the 
human connection that makes our communities 
thrive. We’re bypassing the businesses that sponsor 
our kids’ sports teams, decorate their windows for 
the holidays and show up for local causes without 
being asked.

Shopping local isn’t just a transaction; it’s an 
investment in the character and resilience of our 
towns. It’s how we keep our Main Streets vibrant, our 
storefronts full and our neighbors employed.

While shopping locally is important 365 days a 
year, the holiday shopping season traditionally 
begins the day after Thanksgiving and is followed by 
Small Business Saturday. Merchants in The Village 
will be offering small swag and special deals.

So next time you need a dress, a gift, a last-minute 
miracle — start with your local shops. They’re not 
just open for business. They’re open for you.

Why let Amazon fail you, when your community is 
ready to lift you up?

Cindy Willcock is executive director of Main Street 
Grosse Pointe.

GUEST:
Continued from page 6A

I  S AY  By Renee Landuyt

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES



shot in the right forearm. 
The incident occurred on 
the front lawn of Wilkins’ 
residence. 

“They were dating but 
didn’t live together,” 
Public Safety Director 
John Kosanke previously 
said. “They were arguing 
and it spilled out onto the 
front lawn.” 

Kosanke said it also 
was not the first time 
officers were called to 
the home due to domes-
tic disturbances. The vic-
tim is expected to make 
a full recovery. 

Wilkins was arraigned 

shortly after the incident 
and released on a 
$200,000 cash/surety 
bond, meaning she paid 
$20,000.

The new hearing is 
rescheduled for 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 10. A 
preliminary examination 
could occur a week later.

“I need time to talk to 
Amanda about the police 
report and other issues,” 
Elias Muawad, her attor-
ney, told Metry. “I have 
doubts we’ll get to the 
preliminary exam.”

He did not elaborate if 
that meant Wilkins 
would plead or if a plea 
deal with the Wayne 
County Prosecutor’s 
Offi ce was a possibility.

Metry also questioned 
Wilkins about two bond 
violations, those being a 
dead ankle monitor bat-
tery and missing a 
required alcohol test.

“These are minor vio-
lations that I’ll hold in 
abeyance and if there are 
no other minor violations 
they’ll probably be dis-
missed,” he said. “The 
court usually assumes a 
missed test means there 
was some type of use.”

Terms of her bond 
include no drinking alco-
hol, submitting to alco-
hol testing twice a week, 
wearing a GPS monitor, 
no possession of a fi re-
arm and no contact with 
the victim.

GROSSE POINTE NEWS, NOVEMBER 13, 2025

8A  |  NEWS

WATERFRONT

22516 BEACH
ST CLAIR SHORES

22435 LAKECREST
ST CLAIR SHORES

WATERFRONT

1001 W. JEFFERSON 
DETROIT

WATERFRONT

WATERFRONT

37829 MAST CT
HARRISON TWP

10043 DIXIE HWY
IRA TOWNSHIP

WATERFRONT

49300 BAYSHORE DR
CHESTERFIELD TWP

WATERFRONT

YOUR WATERFRONT EXPERT

REALTOR ®

FO
R 

SA
LE

4

SO
LD

SO
LD

FO
R 

SA
LE

PE
N

DI
N

G

SO
LD

Connecting 
buyers & sellers

all around 
Lake St. Clair

Call me today 
if you’re 

looking to 
make a 
move!

DELAY:
Continued from page 3A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— A 10-minute meeting of 
the Grosse Pointe Park 
Ethics Board concluded 
last week with the trium-
virate advising the city’s 
beautification commis-
sion how to comply with 
conflict-of-interest rules 
when contracting the 
daughter of two city rep-
resentatives for discount 
catering services at next 
week’s annual awards 
banquet.

Ethics board members 
on Nov. 5 also com-
mended Beautification 
Chairwoman Lisa Kyle 
for seeking a ruling.

Finally, they recom-
mended a conflict-of-
interest provision be 
extended to relatives of 
city representatives and 
employees, not just rep-
resentatives and employ-
ees alone.

The main ruling, in 
turn, accomplished at 
least three things.

It overruled the city’s 
previous finance direc-
tor’s prohibition of the 
catering arrangement. 

The ruling also simplifi ed 
planning for next week’s 
awards banquet and let 
beautification commis-
sioners put on the event 
at far less cost than last 
year when restricted by 
the finance director to 
retain another caterer at 
market rates.

“In the past, Sarah 
Hansen catered the event 
with a significant dis-
count,” said Kyle in her 
written request for a rul-
ing. “We are able to save 
$600 to $800 using her.”

Hansen is the daughter 
of Commissioner Shellie 
Hansen and Robert 
Hansen, a public works 
employee.

“Because of this, our 
previous fi nance director 
would not allow us to hire 
her,” Kyle explained.

Hansen submitted a 
$750 bid to supply 75 
people expected to attend 
this year’s banquet with 
hors d’oeuvres, charcute-
rie, salads, three main 
dishes and desserts.

“We used a retail 
caterer last year that dou-
bled the cost of catering,” 
Kyle said.

The beautification 

awards banquet is the 
commission’s biggest 
annual event. Members 
spend weeks searching 
the city for properties 
considered contenders 
for recognition.

“We hold an annual 
awards ceremony to rec-
ognize residents, busi-
nesses and volunteers 
who have beautified 
homes and properties in 
the city,” Kyle said.

Last year, awards were 
issued to 37 recipients in 
fi ve categories: residen-
tial, century (for houses 
at least 100 years old), 
sustainability, business 
and civic. This year’s ban-
quet is 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Nov. 13, at the Tompkins 
Community Center, 
Windmill Pointe Park.

Members of the ethics 
board issued a verbal, not 
written, opinion in favor 
of the catering proposal 
due to the time crunch of 
next week’s banquet.

“There’s no way we’d 
get a written opinion, but 
our written opinion 
would be that it is per-
fectly OK for the beautifi -
cation commission to 
contract with Hansen 

Catering, but that in vot-
ing for it on the commis-
sion, (Commissioner) 
Shellie Hansen should 
a b s t a i n , ”  E t h i c s 
Chairman Rick Pacynski 
said. “I thank the beauti-
fi cation commission and 
Lisa Kyle in particular for 
asking for an advisory 
opinion.”

Lacking disclosure and 
abstinence, the arrange-
ment would be a confl ict 
of interest, according to 
member David Breen.

He said, “My advice is it 
be disclosed and that any 
approval process for 
which any of the con-
fl icted employees or com-
mission members are 
involved recuse them-
selves from making a 
decision (on the con-
tract). As long as it’s fully 
disclosed and the people 
involved recuse them-
selves, I see nothing 
wrong with it.”

“I’m 100 percent in 
agreement,” board mem-
ber Anthony Agosta said. 
“The (ethics) ordinance 
identifi es the intention of 
the Code of Ethics. As 
long as the confl ict is dis-
closed and they refrain 

from discussion, deliber-
ation or voting thereon, it 
shouldn’t be a problem, 
especially here, when 
they have a bid that is 
almost twice the amount 
of the bid from the daugh-
ter’s company. As long as 
the disclosure is there, 
and they refrain from 
making votes on it, I don’t 
see it as a confl ict.”

“However one reads 
this,” Pacynski said, “and 
whether it is formally a 
confl ict of interest or not, 
our recommendation 
w o u l d  b e  t h a t 
(Commissioner) Shellie 
(Hansen) abstain from 
voting. We certainly 
would support the con-
tracting if someone is giv-
ing the city a better deal. 
I’m not sure what the 
thinking was when it was 
prohibited in the past.”

“We are thrilled the 
e t h i c s  c o m m i t t e e 
approved our request for 
this year,” Kyle said after-
ward. “We have used 
Sarah (Hansen Catering) 
in the past and she always 
did a great job at a sav-
ings for the commission. 
She has always provided 
excellent service and the 

most delicious food and 
desserts.”

“I’m appreciative of the 
opportunity to review this 
with the ethics board,” 
City Manager Nick 
Sizeland said. “We want 
to help our commission 
and make sure we are 
doing this with the pub-
lic’s trust.”

While researching the 
matter, Pacynski said he 
found something odd 
about the ethics ordi-
nance.

“It says, ‘No offi cials or 
employee of the city shall 
engage in a business 
transaction in which he 
or she may profi t because 
of his or her offi cial posi-
tion or authority,’” he 
said. “There’s nothing in 
here about family. 
Frankly, the ordinance 
should be clarifi ed in that 
regard. Because I don’t 
know why you’d have 
disclosures in the disclo-
sure part of the ordi-
nance if  it  wasn’t 
intended that the busi-
nesses of children would 
be included in these pro-
hibitions or defi nitions of 
what’s a confl ict of inter-
est.”

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Beauty commission gets just desserts

The fast and the foolish
COURTESY PHOTO

A 21-year-old West Bloomfi eld man received two tickets after pulling this stunt 
— no pun intended — on southbound Lakeshore near Fontana Lane in Grosse 
Pointe Shores around 9:30 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 5.
Public Safety Director Ken Werenski said witnesses told offi cers the man was 
pointing his phone toward Lake St. Clair when he hit the open gate of the land-
scape trailer, which acted as a ramp, and drove his 2008 black Ford Escape par-
tially through the front of the trailer.
The man admitted to offi cers he was fi lming the lake and showed them the vid-
eo. He was ticketed for failure to stop within an assured, clear distance and for 
distracted driving causing an accident.
He was treated for minor injuries at Henry Ford St. John Hospital and released.
Werenski added the witness also told offi cers it was like “something out of a 
movie.”

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — Though fi rst-
term City Councilman 
David Fries will not serve 
another four years fol-
lowing the results of last 
week’s election, those 
with whom he served be-
lieve he already has 
made a lasting impact on 
the city. 

Fries, who has been on 
council since 2021, was 
honored with a resolu-
tion during his last meet-
ing in the role Monday 
night. 

“It has been wonderful 
to sit next to you for 
these last four years,” 
Councilwoman Maureen 
Juip said. “You served 
with a true spirit of ser-
vice and a lot of integ-
rity.”

The resolution high-
lights Fries’ passion for 
devoting his personal 
time and resources to 
Neff Park, funding out of 
his own pocket the resto-
ration of the Neff Park 
clock tower, new little 
red wagons and holiday 
luncheons for city staff. 

“ C o u n c i l m e m b e r 
Fries’ efforts over these 
years to keep the City of 
Grosse Pointe and its 
parks safe and inviting 
are truly appreciated,” 
the resolution reads. 
“His contributions as a 
city council member 
have made a positive 
impact on the City of 
Grosse Pointe for years 

to come.
“Councilmember Fries 

will retire from council 
in November 2025, but 
will always be known for 
his caring nature and 
commitment to the City 
of Grosse Pointe and its 
residents.”

Throughout the last 
four years, Fries worked 
diligently with fellow 
council members and 
civic groups on projects 
such as the city’s storm-
water separation project, 
adaptive reuse of the his-
toric Grosse Pointe 

Public School System 
administration building, 
construction of the Notre 
Dame townhouses and 
many other routine but 
important council deci-
sions.

“You’ve been the triple 
threat,” Councilman 
Seth Krupp, M.D., said 
to Fries at the close of 
the meeting. “You’ve 
given your time, your 
treasure and your talent 
to this city. And that says 
a lot about who you are 
as a person. We’re going 
to miss you here.”

Outgoing councilman honored
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

PHOTO BY LAUREL KRAUS

During his last council meeting, Councilman Dave 
Fries is honored with a resolution, presented by 
Mayor Sheila Tomkowiak Monday, Nov. 10.

Our Lady Star of the Sea School 
hosts a PreK-Kindergarten preview 
night at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 
19, in the school library, 467 Fairford, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

The preschool provides a develop-

mentally appropriate program 
designed to promote cognitive, social, 
emotional, physical and spiritual 
growth in a nurturing atmosphere.

For more information, call (313) 
884-1070.

Star of the Sea hosts preview night
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GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — Richard 
Elementary School stu-
dents got an extra treat on 
Halloween during an 
hour-long assembly 
where they heard from 
motivational speaker and 
professional wrestler 
Chris Gray.

“I dare you to be differ-
ent and accept others for 
being different,” Gray 
told the students. “Like 
Mr. Rogers always said, 
you are valued. We all 
have different gifts and 
different ways of telling 
the world who we are.”

Gray, who previously 
wrestled in the WWE and 
currently appears with 
TNA (Total Nonstop 
Action) Wrestling — seen 
weekly in 150 million 
homes in 120 countries — 
said people used to call 
him “weird” when he was 
growing up because he 

wanted to be a pro wres-
tler.

He said his mom was 
the one who encouraged 
him to dream big, buying 
him action fi gures of his 
favorite wrestlers, Hulk 
Hogan, Jake “The Snake” 
Roberts and Ricky “The 

Dragon” Steamboat, all 
of whom he has gotten 
the opportunity to work 
with over the years.

“It’s important to use 
your imagination,” Gray 
said, showing the stu-
dents those action fig-
ures, as well as one of his 

championship belts. 
“People say you can be 
whatever you want to be, 
but that’s a lie because 
it’s missing a few words. 
You can be whatever you 
want to be … if you put in 
the work.”

Gray, who grew up in a 

town of 200 in Ontario, 
Canada, said he spent a 
year driving three hours 
each way to a wrestling 
school to learn the craft.

“The first night, the 
teacher made me throw 
myself down on my back 
100 times to learn how to 
fall,” he recalled. “Driving 
home, I was wondering if 
people were right, but I 
didn’t give up. I realized 
he was testing me, so I 
went back the next night. 
That hard work paid off.”

Gray said there were 
eight people in the audi-
ence for his first wres-
tling match. Four years 
later, WWE gave him an 
audition, where he wres-
tled before an audience of 
20,000 and 4 million TV 
viewers.

“Two years after that, I 
was signed by TNA,” he 
said. “That’s when I 
learned to focus on the 
positive rather than the 
negative.”

Turns out Hogan was 

picked to run TNA.
“My very fi rst hero, the 

man who made me want 
to be a wrestler, caused 
me to lose my job,” Gray 
said. “He was bringing 
five wrestlers with him 
from the WWE, so they 
had to get rid of fi ve of us.

“But did I give up?” he 
continued. “No, I put in 
the work.”

He eventually was 
rehired by TNA, where 
he was a tag team partner 
with Jake the Snake and 
was managed by Ricky 
the Dragon.

Gray said he’s been giv-
ing motivational speeches 
for a decade, doing 
between 50 and 100 pre-
sentations a year.

“One of my high school 
teachers asked me to 
come and share my 
unique story,” he said 
after his Richard presen-
tation. “Then another 
school asked and I real-
ized people can do this 
for a living.”

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Richard students get message of hope, perseverance

COURTESY PHOTO

Chris Gray, standing middle back, who wrestles under the name Cody Deaner, 
holds one of his championship belts while surrounded by Richard Elementary 
School students at an assembly last month.

millage levied in 2024. 
A mill is $1 in taxes for 

every $1,000 in a proper-
ty’s taxable value. 

According to historical 
data, bond elections in 
Michigan over the past 
decade with no millage 
increase have had an 82 
percent chance of pass-
ing. Those with a millage 
increase were a 50/50 
shot.

The estimated millage 
that will be levied to pay 
for the new bonds in the 
fi rst year is 0.70 mills and 
the estimated simple 
average annual millage 

that will be required to 
retire each series of the 
bonds is 1.63 mills annu-
ally. The remainder of the 
levied millage will go 
toward paying off the 
2018 bond. 

Tuttle previously said 
bond money will be spent 
on every facility in the 
district and will touch on 
infrastructure needs, as 
well as safety and secu-
rity, athletics, arts and 
other extracurricular 
endeavors. 

Using information put 
together by Plante Moran 
in 2022, administrators 
identifi ed $60 million in 
critical needs the bond 
would address such as 
HVAC systems, roofs, 

windows and parking 
lots. The district then 
appointed a Bond 
Advisory Committee to 
decide on the other $60 
million. Meeting four 
times over three months, 
the committee favored: 

◆ $8.2 million for new 
furniture, 

◆ $4 million to refur-
bish the Christian A. 
Fenton Performing Arts 
Center at Grosse Pointe 
North High School, 

◆ $9.7 million for boiler 
replacements, 

◆ $750,000 to relocate 
the main offi ce at Grosse 
Pointe South High 
School, 

◆ $125,000 to resurface 
the track at South, 

◆ $50,000 to each 
building principal to use 
at their discretion on crit-
ical needs, 

◆ $1 million for air con-
ditioning upgrades at the 
administration’s discre-
tion, 

◆ $475,000 for early 
childhood initiatives and 

◆ $3 million for locker 
room renovations at the 
high schools. 

Another $3.7 million 
will go to reconfi gure the 
closed pool at Parcells 
Middle School, possibly 
into a technology and 
innovation hub, a STEM 
lab or an e-sports arena. 
Tuttle said such features 
could attract more stu-
dents to the district.

Some $5 million will go 
toward keeping the 
c l o s e d  T r o m b l y 
Elementary School up to 
code should the district 
decide to reopen it.

“We extend our sincere 
gratitude to our commu-
nity for its steadfast sup-
port of our students, our 
team and our schools,” 
Tuttle said. “We also 
thank our Bond Advisory 
Committee, Board of 
Education, district team, 
families and community 
members for their dedi-
cation in sharing accu-
rate information and 
helping the community 
make an informed deci-
sion about this important 
initiative. In the months 

ahead, the district will 
continue to provide 
updates on progress and 
ensure transparent com-
munication between dis-
trict families, staff and 
community members.”

The second and third 
series of the bond most 
likely will come in 2027 
and 2030. Amounts will 
depend on project and 
cash fl ow needs, as well 
as interest rates. 

Estimated cumulative 
interest is $83 million, 
which the mil lage 
described above would 
be used to pay down. 
There also is $82 million 
in interest outstanding on 
the $111 million 2018 
bond.

BOND:
Continued from page 1A
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In his youth, architect 
and author  Bruce 
Kopytek remembers vis-
iting Detroit with his 
father, a World War II 
Navy veteran. 

“He would love to take 
us to Belle Isle to watch 
the ships,” he recalled. 
“He would talk about my 
uncle taking a steamship 
to Buffalo. … I remem-
ber seeing the Detroit 
skyline with what looked 
like ocean liners.

“… This has been a 
passion all my life, so I 
chose it as my next 
book, after Hudson’s,” 
he added.

Kopytek’s “Hudson’s: 
Detroit’s World-Famous 
Department Store” was 
published in 2022. In the 
three years since, he’s 
been working on his 
newest release, “The 
D&C Lake Lines and the 
Fabulous Luxury Liners 
of the Great Lakes,” 
which examines the 
Titanic-like steamships 
that called Detroit home 
from the late 1890s and 
beyond to around 1950.

The book officially 

launches Sunday, Nov. 
16, at the Dossin Great 
Lakes Museum on Belle 
Isle. The public is wel-
come to attend the 2 
p.m. event, which will 
feature a 45-minute mul-
timedia presentation fol-
lowed by Q&A. 

Copies of the book — a 
672-page, eight-pound 
coffee table book — will 
be available for pur-
chase as well.

“I thought it was time 

to bring history to life,” 
Kopytek said. “As an 
enthusiast, I know a lot 
about it, but the general 
public is quite unin-
formed. There are seven 
cruise liners on the 
Great Lakes now. It is 
growing in popularity, 
so this book is timely.”

The book includes a 
wealth of information 
about the Detroit and 
Cleveland Navigation 
Co., which was head-

quartered in Detroit. 
One of a handful of ship 
lines operating passen-
ger steamships on the 
Great Lakes, it benefi t-
ted from the brilliance of 
“genius naval architect” 
Frank E. Kirby.

“He was born in Ohio, 
studied in New York and 
had great interest in 
steam engines and naval 
architecture,” Kopytek 
said. “He came to be 
associated with the big-

gest shipyard in Detroit, 
the Detroit Shipbuilding 
Co.”

Among Kirby’s well-
known designs are the 
Bob-Lo boats — the 
Columbia and the Ste. 
Claire — as well as the 
Detroit Shipbuilding 
Co.’s Tashmoo and 
D&C’s City of Detroit III.

“He insisted on good 
design and safety provi-
sions,” Kopytek said. “… 
In this book, there are 
lots of tragedies on 
ships like this, but noth-
ing on a Frank Kirby 
ship.”

Another notable name 
examined in the book is 
the McMillan family, 
which emigrated from 
Scotland to Canada and 
included Sen. James 
McMillan. 

“He saw the smoke-
stacks in Detroit and 
wanted to cross the river 
to become an industrial-
ist,” Kopytek said. “… 

He was one of the fi rst to 
build an estate in the 
Pointes and where he 
went, the wealthy fol-
lowed.”

McMillan was one of 
the largest stockholders 
of the D&C. His family 
was part of the dynasty 
that ran the line until it 
was sold in 1947. 
Kopytek said he was 
privileged to meet “liv-
ing legacy” Sandy 
McMillan, of St. Clair 
Shores, the last surviv-
ing member of the fam-
ily who rode on one of 
these ships. 

“He’s a cool connec-
tion to an industry that’s 
been long gone for many 
years,” Kopytek said.

O t h e r  c h a p t e r s 
explore additional ship 
lines and their fleets, 
including the “crude” 
Walk-in-the-Water, a 
paddle steamer that was 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Dossin Museum to host Nov. 16 book launch
Author’s latest work explores Great Lakes luxury liners

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE DETROIT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Luxury liners were commonplace along the Detroit River decades ago.

Bruce Kopytek’s latest book will launch at the 
Dossin Great Lakes Museum Nov. 16.

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSITY OF DETROIT FATHER DOWLING COLLECTION

The City Detroit III, painted by Father Dowling.

FROM THE COLLECTION OF THE AUTHOR

A cutaway of the City Detroit III See LUXURY, page 4B
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Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Carroll “Mitzi” 
McCaffrey

Carroll “Mitzi” (nee 
Donahue) McCaffrey, 86, 
died peacefully Saturday, 
Nov. 1, 2025, at The 
Herrick House in Beverly, 
Mass. She was the 
beloved wife of the late 
John Francis McCaffrey 
Sr.

Mitzi was born Dec. 15, 
1938, in Detroit, to John 
R. and Mary Carroll 
Donahue, both now 
deceased. Raised and 
educated in Detroit, Mitzi 
g r a d u a t e d  f r o m 
Marygrove College, a pri-
vate Roman Catholic col-
lege founded and run by 
the Sister Servants of the 
Immaculate Heart of 
Mary. There, her deep 
faith and spirit of gener-
osity — values that guided 
her throughout her life — 
were nurtured. This foun-
dation of faith shaped her 
character from an early 
age and remained her 
compass until her final 
days.

Mitzi began her career 
as an educator and taught 
in Milwaukee and Detroit. 
She and her lifelong part-
ner and husband of 56 
years, John, shared a 
belief that the greatest 
gift one could give or 
receive was the gift of 
education. As they began 
their family, Mitzi 
devoted her time and love 
to creating a warm, wel-
coming home while sup-
porting her four children 
in all of their pursuits. 
The McCaffrey home 
always was lively and 
filled with laughter, 
sports, music, competi-
tion and love.

John’s career took the 
family from Grosse 
Pointe to New Canaan, 
Conn., and later to 
Winnetka, Ill., before 
they eventually returned 
full circle to Connecticut. 
There, Mitzi rediscovered 
her passion for education 
and volunteering, which 
became her vocation as 
she devoted countless 
hours to the St. Aloysius 
Parish and School for 

more than 20 years. 
Mitzi was happiest 

when surrounded by her 
ever-growing family at 
home, with family din-
ners and traditions and 
time together. She was a 
passionate supporter of 
her children’s athletic 
and artistic endeavors 
and took immense joy in 
cheering on the next gen-
eration — her grandchil-
dren — as they followed 
in those footsteps. 
Whether watching foot-
balls, hockey pucks, bas-
ketballs or lacrosse balls 
fly, or standing by the 
door with the family dog 
waiting for the next 
“adventure,” she took it 
all in with a smile and 
love in her heart. Through 
every chapter of family 
life, Mitzi remained the 
gentle, steady presence 
who anchored them all. 
Her legacy of kindness, 
faith and family will for-
ever live on in all who 
loved her.

Mitzi is survived by her 
sons, John F. McCaffrey 
Jr. (Bree) of Southlake, 
T e x a s ,  T i m o t h y 
McCaffrey Sr. (Alyson) of 
Houston and Robert 
McCaffrey Sr. (Ashley) of 
Milton, Mass.; daughter, 
Carroll Willa (Keith) of 
Topsfi eld, Mass.; beloved 
grandchildren, Macyn 
and Miller McCaffrey, 
Mary and Timothy 
McCaffrey Jr., Kailyn and 
Hunter Willa and Betsy, 
B e r t  a n d  T e d d y 
McCaffrey; and many 
nieces and nephews. She 
was predeceased by her 
husband, John; and sis-
ter, Mary Kay Gersuk 
(Jack Donahue Jr.). 

A funeral Mass was 
held Nov. 8, at St. Rose of 
Lima Church in Topsfi eld, 
Mass., followed by a cel-
ebration of life at 1640 
Hart House in Ipswich, 
Mass.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 
be made to Catholic 
Char i t ies ,  117  N. 
Common, Ste. 2, Lynn, 
MA 01902, ccab.org/
about-us/locations/?form
=DonateNow.

Arrangements were 
entrusted to O’Donnell 
Cremations-Funerals-
Celebrations. Share a 
memory at odonnell
funeralservice.com.

Alfred Richard 
Reuther Jr.

Alfred “Bud” Richard 
Reuther Jr., 91, of Grosse 
Pointe Farms, passed 
away at home Friday, 
Oct. 31, 2025.

Bud was born at 
Grosse Pointe Cottage 
Hospital in 1934. A life-
long resident of Grosse 
Pointe, he attended 
Richard Elementary 
School, Brownell Middle 
School and Grosse 
Pointe High School, 
graduating in 1952. He 
also was an Eagle Scout.

Bud graduated from 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University in 1956, and 
earned a master’s degree 
in economics from The 
George Washington 
University in 1958. 

He began his career at 
Chase Manhattan Bank 
in New York. For many 
years he was treasurer of 
Michigan Consolidated 
Gas Company (now 
DTE). He completed his 
50-year career as Vice 
President and Senior 
Financial Advisor in the 
private client group at 
Merrill Lynch.

Bud’s avocation and 
love was public service. 
He served for two terms 
as a councilman for the 
City of Grosse Pointe, 
where he also was on the 
retirement board. For 
two years, he was chair-
man of the Republican 
Party when Grosse 
Pointe was in the 14th 
Congressional District 
(population of 500,000). 
For a number of years, 
he was a Republican del-
egate to the Michigan 
State Convention. In 
1980, he was a Reagan 
National Delegate from 
Michigan to the GOP 
National Convention. 

During his volunteer 
time, he served as presi-

dent and chairman of 
The Children’s Center in 
Detroit. Bud also served 
as president of the 
Parents Association of 
Hillsdale College and 
remained a member of 
the President’s Club. He 
was a member of the 
Club for Growth, Family 
Research  Counc i l , 
Alliance Defense Fund 
(now Alliance Defending 
Freedom) and Mackinac 
Center for Public Policy. 
His private life included 
memberships with the 
Country Club of Detroit 
and Witenagemot Club.

Bud’s family settled in 
Detroit in 1839, when his 
great-great-grandfather, 
Gottlieb Beck, came 
from Philadelphia to 
start the fi rst leather tan-
nery in Michigan, in the 
area now known as 
Greektown in downtown 
Detroit.

Bud is survived by his 
wife of 67 years, Jane; 
son, William (Mary 
Lacey); daughter, Brooke 
Ross; and eight grand-
children, Clark, Hadley, 
Caroline, Ted, Charlotte, 
Frank,  Emily  and 
Catherine.

A private service will 
be held at a later date.

Memorial donations 
may be made to the 
Mackinac Center for 
Public Policy, 140 W. 
Main, Midland, MI 
48640, mackinac.org/
donate?source=MCPP/
header; or Alliance 
Defending Freedom, 
15100 N. 90th, Scottsdale, 
AZ 85260 ,  b i t . l y /
4hPV6lM. 

Catherine Schleh 
Melcher

Catherine Schleh 
Melcher, 75, of Grosse 
Pointe, passed away 
Wednesday, Nov. 5, 
2025, with her family 
holding her hands and 
singing her favorite 

songs. 
A lifelong Grosse 

Pointe resident, Cathy 
was the soul of her fam-
ily. She loved her chil-
dren and grandchildren 
fi ercely. She was easily 
recognizable driving 
around town with her 
beloved Weimaraner, 
Robin, barking out of her 
sunroof. 

Cathy loved cooking 
and gardening and was a 
voracious reader. She 
played the role of family 
p h o t o g r a p h e r  a n d 
enjoyed going to the dog 
park, birding, eating out, 
family dinners, being the 
family meteorologist and 
listening to classic rock 
while singing along with 
her daughters.  

She was predeceased 
by her husband and love 
of her life, Edward 
Melcher. She is survived 
by her daughters, Indra 
Melcher Eschenburg 
(Chris), Emily Melcher, 
Lauren Melcher Davis 
(Joel) and Savannah 
Melcher; and grandchil-
dren, Piper Eschenburg, 
Tatum Eschenburg, 
Edward Eschenburg and 
Daniel Davis. She will be 
deeply missed by her 
family and friends. 

Arrangements were 
entrusted to Chas. 
Verheyden Inc. 

Thomas Ross 
Kneeshaw

T h o m a s  R o s s 
Kneeshaw, 85, died 
Thursday, Oct. 30, 2025, 
in Detroit. 

Tom was born Dec. 28, 
1939, in Toledo, Ohio, to 
Byron Ross Kneeshaw 
and Isabel Elizabeth (nee 
Walters) Kneeshaw.

Tom was an active 
member of the Men’s 
Club of Grosse Pointe, 
Indian Village Tennis 
Club and Cadillac and 
LaSalle Club. After retire-
ment, Tom and his wife, 

Sheila, traveled to many 
destinations, visiting gar-
dens, lighthouses and art 
museums. 

Tom is survived by his 
wife, Sheila; daughters, 
Rachel (Nate), Lisa and 
Lori; grandchildren, 
Madeline, Benjamin, 
Tierra and Destiny; 
great-grandchildren, 
Braylin, Mahari and 
Lorena; and sisters, Mary 
and Susan.

Visitation will take 
place at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 22, until his noon 
funeral Mass at Chas. 
Verheyden Inc., 16300 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Park. 

Arrangements were 
entrusted to Chas. 
Verheyden Inc.

MEMORIAL

John “Jack” R. 
Schneider

John “Jack” Raymond 
Schneider, 88, passed 
away Monday, Sept. 22, 
2025. 

A funeral Mass will be 
held at 10 a.m. Friday, 
Nov. 21, at St. Paul on the 
Lake Catholic Church, 
157 Lakeshore, Grosse 
Pointe Farms. Family 
and friends may begin to 
gather at 9:30 a.m. Find 
his full obituary in the 
Oct. 2 Grosse Pointe 
News. 

Arrangements were 
entrusted to Chas. 
Verheyden Inc.

Catherine MelcherAlfred R. Reuther Jr.Carroll McCaffrey

Thomas R. Kneeshaw

The Dr. Frank Bicknell 
Lecture Series, presented by 
the Grosse Pointe Historical 
Society, is underway, offering 
lectures on a range of topics 
and interests.

Regular Bicknell lectures 
take place at the Grosse 
Pointe History Center, 375 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. Seating and equip-
ment for the presentations are 
made possible by a bequest 
from the estate of James P. 
Danaher.

Admission to the lectures is 
free, but advanced registra-
tion is requested as seating is 
limited.

Up next is “Preserving our 
Cultural Heritage: 1620 — 
2025, A Career Road Trip 
Saving Our Precious Stuff,” 
presented by Peter Cook, a 
retired museum administrator 
and curator. He will take his 
audience on an antique road 
trip with stories of rescue, 
intrigue, mystery and innova-
tion. Architecture, land, deco-

rative arts, monuments and 
national living treasures will 
be represented in this histori-
cal journey.

Cook, who grew up in 
Grosse Pointe Park, has 
served as the chief curator of 
P l imoth Plantat ion  in 
Massachusetts, administrative 
director of “Historic New 
England,” chief curator of the 
Bennington Museum in 
Vermont and guest curator for 
an exhibition about material 
culture, including historical 

textiles. 
He and his wife, Nancy, spe-

cialize in pre-industrial tex-
tiles and livestock breeding on 
their Tare Shirt Farm in 
Berwick, Maine, using 18th-
century farming techniques. 
He also served as a senior lec-
turer in the graduate program 
at Lesley University in 
Cambridge, Mass.

The Bicknell series contin-
ues well into 2026, with the 
following schedule:

◆ March 18, “Detroit Style 

Pizza: A Doughtown History”
◆ April 15, “The Detroit and 

C l e v e l a n d  N a v i g a t i o n 
Company”

◆ May 20 — at the Ford 
House Visitors Center, 1100 
Lake Shore Road, Grosse 
Pointe Shores — “Corrado 
Parducci: Grosse Pointe’s own 
Architectural Sculptor”

Register for the lectures 
online at gphistorical.org/
bicknell-lecture.html.

For more information, call 
(313) 884-7010.

Bicknell lecture series continues Nov. 19

The Grosse Pointe Public 
Library presents the film 
“Sunfish (& Other Stories of 
Green Lake),” written and 
directed by former Michigan 
resident Sierra Falconer, at 7 
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 19, at 
the Windmill Pointe Park 
Theater, 14920 Windmill Pointe 
Dr., Grosse Pointe Park. 

The 87-minute film had its 
world premiere at this year’s 
Sundance Film Festival, where 
it was a nominee for the Grand 
Jury Prize in Drama. 

It follows the residents of a 
small town and the lake that 

binds them together. Lives 
intertwine around Green Lake 
as a girl learns to sail, a boy 
fi ghts for fi rst chair, two sisters 
operate a bed-and-breakfast 
and a fisherman is after the 
catch of his life. Each chapter 
introduces new lives and rela-
tionships portrayed with sub-
tlety and nuance, capturing the 
quiet beauty of human connec-
tion. 

Admission to view the fi lm is 
free, but reservations are 
required. Visit grossepointe.
librarycalendar.com or call 
(313) 640-4775.

GPPL hosts night at the movies
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Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )
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Worship
     Service

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study

9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service

WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

6:30 p.m. - Worship Service
Solomon Spangler, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
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For years, Joseph 
Palazzolo has been a fi x-
ture of Grosse Pointe’s 
musical community.

From instructing choir 
students and teaching 
piano to directing the 
G r o s s e  P o i n t e 
Community Chorus and 
serving as director of 
music at Grosse Pointe 
Unitarian Church, he’s 
had a hand in the com-
m u n i t y ’ s  m u s i c a l 
upbringing for ages.

As he nears his 72nd 
birthday, Palazzolo is let-
ting go of his fi nal post in 
the Pointes. 

“The last four or five 
years of my life, I’ve been 
winding down these dif-
ferent things,” he said, 
noting he first gave up 
teaching choir, then 
retired from the Grosse 

Pointe  Communi ty 
Chorus after 14 years. A 
year ago he stepped 
down as music director 
at the church — a post he 
held since 2002 — and 
now is moving away from 
teaching piano.

To celebrate his retire-
ment, Palazzolo wel-

comes the community to 
hear his students per-
form their farewell recital 
at 3 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 
23, at St. Michael’s 
Episcopal Church, 20475 
Sunningdale  Park , 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

“Although I will con-
tinue to perform in con-
cert, I am about to put 
away my scale books, 
theory books and lesson 
notebooks,” he said. 
“Since 1996, I have 
taught classes of private 
students as large as 25 
and as small as four. Now 
it’s time to hang up my 
teaching hat.”

The recital will feature 
his current class of seven, 
as well as a few addi-
tions. 

“One student, Joseph 
Burgoyne, never got to 
play his senior recital 
because of the pan-
demic,” Palazzolo said. 

“We’ve been trying to get 
together ever since. I’ve 
taught all four of the kids 
in that family for a num-
ber of years. He’ll be per-
forming.”

Additionally, Palazzolo 
will perform a solo and 
he’ll be joined for a duet 
with Hans Barbe.

“He’s going to be my 
successor teaching these 
kids,” Palazzolo said. 
“He’s already my succes-
sor at Grosse Pointe 
Unitarian Church.”

Though his teaching 
career is coming to an 
end, Palazzolo still con-
tinues to serve as music 
director at Congregation 
for Humanistic Judaism 
in Farmington Hills. It’s a 
part-time post that well 
suits him.

“They have Friday 
night services, so I don’t 
have to get up early 
Sundays,” he said of the 

position, for which he 
serves as pianist and can-
tor. “I was working there 
concurrently with GPUC 
as I was winding down 
the GPUC position.

“Now I just have that 
job, so I’m really retired 
or semi-retired,” he 
added. “I want to have 
more time for me, to do a 
lot more traveling. I love 
to travel. I’m discovering 
all these new things I 
haven’t done before. 

“For years I was telling 
people where to go and 
what to do,” he added. 
“… I didn’t want to direct 
anymore. So I’m going in 
a different direction.”

That direction includes 
taking a chamber music 
class in France, working 
out with a private trainer 
and skydiving.

“There are all sorts of 
new and exciting things 
I’ve been doing,” he said. 

“I got in touch with my 
Sicilian heritage by visit-
ing my ancestral town a 
half hour west of Palermo 
in Sicily. … I might even 
try my hand at comedy.”

Though he’s excited 
for the next chapter of 
his life, he said he loved 
teaching and watching 
his students grow up.

“As long as I have 
taught them to love 
music, I’ve done my job,” 
he said. “I don’t want 
them to hate music. I’m 
very demanding. I expect 
excellence. I want them 
to do their absolute best. 
When you expect their 
absolute best, they rise to 
the occasion.”

Following the Nov. 23 
recital, Palazzolo will 
host a potluck, complete 
with Jet’s Pizza.

“Come and bring a dish 
to pass,” he said. 
“Preferably fi nger foods.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Recital caps Palazzolo’s teaching career
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Joseph Palazzolo

T h e  E a s t s i d e 
Republican Club will 
host candidates running 
for statewide offi ces in 
2026 at its next forum, 
Tuesday, Nov. 18, at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms.

Candidates who have 
confirmed their atten-
dance are Anthony 
Forlini, Amanda Love, 
Timothy Smith and 
Monica Yatooma, who 
are running for secretary 
of state; Doug Lloyd, 
who is running for attor-
ney general; and Shelly 
Wright, who is running 
for State Senate, District 
12.

Candidates for the sec-

retary of state and attor-
ney general on the 
Republican ticket will be 
chosen by delegates at 
t h e  E n d o r s e m e n t 
Convention held March 
28, 2026, at the Suburban 
Collection in Detroit.

“The mid-term election 
in 2026 will be the prime 
opportunity to change 
the direction of our state 
with two of the most 
important administrative 
positions being that of 
secretary of state and 
attorney general,” said 
Renee Strobl, Eastside 
Republican Club chair-
woman. “Currently we 
have an unlawful and 
politically partisan secre-
tary of state and an attor-

ney general whose case 
was dismissed by the 
courts after having fi led 
bogus felony charges 
against 2020 Michigan 
Republican electors.”

A successful midterm 
for the Republicans also 
would mean fl ipping the 
upper legislative cham-
ber from Democrat con-
trol. They could be one 
seat closer should 
Wright win her race 
against incumbent Kevin 
Hertel.

Doors open at 7 p.m. 
and all are welcome.

Stay up to date at 
Easts ideRepubl ican.
Club and follow the ERC 
on Facebook or X @
EastsideGOP.

Eastside Republicans to host candidates 
running for statewide offi ces in 2026

Christ Church Grosse Pointe invites 
the community to an interactive learn-
ing experience that explores global 
and local inequality at 10:15 a.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 16.

The church’s “One Big World” 
Youth Peace and Justice Team will 
sponsor a world hunger awareness 
meal that brings the realities of world-
wide hunger and income disparity 
into focus. 

The team researched and planned 
this educational experience them-
selves. Participants will step into the 
shoes of people living at different eco-
nomic levels around the world, creat-
ing  an  immers ive  learn ing 

environment. As participants share a 
meal with their neighbors, they’ll gain 
fresh insight into the challenges faced 
by billions worldwide and the ongo-
ing need for compassion and action in 
Wayne County, which has the highest 
childhood instability rate in all of 
Michigan.

This event is open to everyone sixth 
grade and up — church members and 
community friends alike. Free child-
care will be available. 

Food will be donated by The Jagged 
Fork. 

For more information, call (313) 
885-4841 or contact Lisa Brown at 
LBrown@ChristChurchGP.org.

World hunger awareness meal

The League of Women Voters of 
Grosse Pointe is hosting an educa-
tional program, “Know What You 
Sign,” to help community members 
better understand the petitions cur-
rently circulating throughout 
Michigan that could go before voters 
in 2026. The program will take place 
7 to 8 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 19, at the 
Grosse Pointe Public Library Ewald 
Branch, 15175 E. Jefferson, Grosse 
Pointe Park.

Petitions provide citizens the oppor-
tunity to bring issues to the ballot for 
all voters to decide. However, what is 
written on petitions — and what is 
said about them — can sometimes be 
unclear, misleading or confusing. 
This program will provide the lan-

guage on all petitions currently circu-
lating. It is important to fully 
understand what the proposed ballot 
initiatives would do if ultimately 
approved by voters.

“Signing a petition is not just add-
ing your name; it’s taking the fi rst 
step toward putting a proposal before 
all Michigan voters,” League President 
Lynne Pierce said. “It is important to 
understand exactly what a petition 
means and how it may affect you and 
your community.”

This event is free and open to the 
public.

For more information, contact the 
League of Women Voters of Grosse 
Pointe at lwvgrossepointe@gmail.
com.

Program teaches voters 
to ‘Know What You Sign’

CHURCH EVENT
St. Michael’s

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, 
20475 Sunningdale Park, Grosse 
Pointe Woods, hosts its next Lunch, 
Laugh and Learn Thursday, Nov. 20. 
Dr. Maureen Murphy, director of the 
Corewell clinic at Harper Woods 

High School, will speak. The clinic, 
which serves all residents of Wayne 
County, opened in September and is 
a community partner with St. 
Michael’s. Reservations for lunch are 
required. Call (313) 884-4820 by 
Tuesday, Nov. 18, to secure a seat.

Volunteers are prepar-
ing to collect Operation 
Christmas Child shoebox 
gifts during National 
Collection Week, Nov. 17 
to 24, when nearly 5,000 
drop-off locations will 
open across the country, 
including locally at 
Crosspointe Christian 
Church, 21336 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

Since 1993, Operation 
Christmas Child has been 
collecting and delivering 
gift-filled shoeboxes to 
children, including many 
who are suffering from 
war, poverty, disease and 
disaster.  Operation 
Christmas Child hopes to 
reach another 12 million 
children in 2025 with the 
hope of Jesus.

A step-by-step guide 
for packing a shoebox 
may be found online at 
tinyurl.com/bdzeb6m4. 

The project partners with 
local churches across the 
globe to deliver these tan-
gible expressions of 
God’s love to children in 
need. Participants can 
donate $10 per shoebox 
gift online through 
“Follow Your Box” and 
receive a tracking label to 
discover its destination.

“Samaritan’s Purse 
works around the world 
to help people in need, 
but it’s not about good 
works — it’s about the 
Gospel,” said Franklin 
Graham, president of 
Samaritan’s  Purse. 
“Please prayerfully con-
sider packing a shoebox 
this year with Operation 
Christmas Child. These 
simple gifts open the door 
for us to share the true 
meaning of Christmas.”

Drop off at Crosspointe 
takes place 9 to 11 a.m. 

and 1 to 3 p.m. Monday, 
Nov.  17 ,  through 
Wednesday, Nov. 19; 9 to 
11 a.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 20; 9 to 
11 a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 21; 1 to 3 
p.m. Saturday, Nov. 22; 6 
to 8 pm. Sunday, Nov. 23; 
and 9 to 11 a.m Monday, 
Nov. 24.

For more information, 
visit samaritanspurse.
o r g / w h a t - w e - d o /
operation-christmas-
child/.

Collection week for Operation 
Christmas Child is Nov. 17-24
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the fi rst such craft to run 
on Lake Erie, Lake 
H u r o n  a n d  L a k e 
Michigan. 

The author also dis-
cusses the relationship 
between steamships and 
immigration.

“People would come 
from Europe to New 
York to Chicago, which 
was the railroad hub 

that would then lead 
them west,” Kopytek 
said, noting Detroit’s 
role in the route. 
“Mich igan  Centra l 
Railroad was the line to 
Lake Michigan. It didn’t 
reach Chicago until the 
1870s. … It would take 
three or four weeks to 
get from New York to 
Chicago. Once a direct 
steamship was built in 
1902, from Buffalo to 
Detroit, it cut the time of 
that journey.”

Through his work, 
Kopytek doesn’t just tell 
history; he shows it. He 
brings his subject matter 
to life through fi ne art, 
maps, diagrams and vin-
tage tinted postcards. 
He even created read-
able deck plans for the 
piece, providing an all-
encompassing look at 
luxury liners of the past. 

His extensive research 
is paired with images 
courtesy of the Detroit 
Historical Society, as 
well as paintings created 
by Father Edward J. 
Dowling courtesy of the 
University of Detroit 
Mercy.

“He was an engineer-
ing professor at the uni-
versity and a premier 
Great Lakes historian 
who was well-known 
throughout the country,” 
Kopytek said of Dowling. 
“And he was a painter; 
he left behind paintings 
of the Great Lakes ships 
and the university 
allowed me to publish 
them. They’ve been sit-
ting in an archive in the 
UDM library and now 
people have a chance to 
see them in this way.

“… There’s a lot of his-
tory in this book,” he 
added. “There’s a con-
nection to everything.”

Another connection? 
Kopytek’s book launch 
takes place at the Dossin 
Great Lakes Museum, 
which prominently fea-

tures a piece of D&C his-
tory.

When D&C’s City of 
Detroit III was disman-
tled, the wooden fi ttings 
from the Gothic Room 
aboard the steamer 
eventually were pur-
chased by the museum.

“(Dossin) is one of the 
best maritime museums 
on the Great Lakes,” 
Kopytek said. “The 
lobby of the museum is 
the smoking room of 
that ship.”

The public is invited to 
the launch and to learn 
about Great Lakes ship-
ping history through the 
eyes of one of its biggest 
fans.

“I threw the kitchen 
sink at this topic,” 
Kopytek said. “(This 
book) is a chance to 
have all this history in 
your home, in one place, 
to refer to it or to admire 
the paintings and old 
photographs.”

“The D&C Lake Lines 
and the Fabulous Luxury 
Liners of the Great 
Lakes” may be pur-
chased online at edi-
tionsbk.com and will be 
stocked at the Dossin 
gift shop.

LUXURY:
Continued from page 1B

A tinted post-
card of the 
D&C terminal

FROM THE 
COLLECTION 

OF THE AUTHOR

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE DETROIT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

A look inside the City Detroit III

FROM THE COLLECTION OF THE AUTHOR

Portraits of Frank E. Kirby, left, and Sen. James 
McMillan

FROM THE COLLECTION OF THE AUTHOR

An illustration of the Detroit Dry Dock Co.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE DETROIT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

A painting of the Greater Detroit

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a 
variety of programs. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.

◆ Through the Eyes of 
Rose, 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 13, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Copy of Content 
Creator 101, 10 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, Nov. 15, 
at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Drop-In Dino Stories 
on the Big Screen, 10:30 
to 11 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 
15, at Central, 10 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

◆  Foss i l  Fa i l s : 
Reimagine Dinosaurs 
using craft supplies, 2 to 
3:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 
15, at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Introduction to 
Merchandise Making 
with Author/Artist Robert 
Liu-Trujillo, 3 to 5 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 17, at 
Ewald, 15175 E. Jefferson, 
Grosse Pointe Park.

◆ Storytime Shuffle 
with Miss Mo, 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m. Tuesday, Nov. 
18, at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Storytime Shuffle 
with Miss Mo, 11 a.m. to 
noon Tuesday, Nov. 18, at 
Ewald, 15175 E. Jefferson, 
Grosse Pointe Park.

◆ Welcome to Jurassic 
Park: Teen Movie Night, 6 
to 8 p.m. Wednesday, 

Nov. 19, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆ “Sunfish (& Other 
Stories on Green Lake)” 
fi lm screening, 7 to 9 p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 19, at 
Windmill Pointe Park the-
ater, 14920 Windmill 
Pointe Dr., Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Crafternoons @ the 
Library, 1 to 3 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 20, at 
Ewald, 15175 E. Jefferson, 
Grosse Pointe Park.

◆  Brave Bel le ’s 
Bookclub, 6 to 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 20, at 
Ewald, 15175 E. Jefferson, 
Grosse Pointe Park.

◆ Non-Fiction Book 
Club, 7 to 8 p.m. Thursday, 
Nov. 20, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆ Poetry Workshop 
with M.L. Liebler, 7 to 
8:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 
20, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆  Grosse Pointe 
C o m m u n i t y  G a m e 
Meet-Up, noon to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 22, at 
Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

The Family Center
The Family Center of 

Grosse Pointe and 
Harper Woods offers free 
programs and resources 
that help build happier, 
healthier families. The 
following programs take 
place at The War 
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
unless otherwise noted. 
Learn more at family

centerhelps.org or RSVP 
to maryjo@familycenter
helps.org.

◆ Stress Relief for the 
Holidays, 6 to 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 13, at 
Morton Development 
Group, 19934 Harper. 

◆ Fireside Yoga, 7 to 8 
p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 
10. Bring a mat.

The War Memorial
The War Memorial, 32 

Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, offers programs 
and activities for the 
community. For informa-
tion on the following, 
visit warmemorial.org

◆ Candlelight: The 
Wizard of Oz — A 
Classical Concert, 6:30 
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 13. 
Tickets range from $45 to 
$67.

◆ Gobbled Together: 
Kids’ Crafting Workshop, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 15. Cost 
is $50.

◆ Gingerbread House 
Decorating Competition, 
noon to 3 p.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 16. Cost is $30 per 
team.

◆  A  Speakeasy 
Afternoon,  4  p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 16. Tickets 
are $20 general admis-
sion, $45 VIP.

◆ Night Cap: At-Will 
Band, 7:15 to 10 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 21. Tickets 
are $15 general admis-
sion, $40 VIP.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers a variety of classes 

a n d  p r o g r a m s . 
Registration is required 
at (313) 882-9600 for the 
following:

◆ The movie “Funny 
Thing About Love” is 
shown at 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 13. Cost 
is $3 for members, $5 for 
guests, and includes 
snacks.

◆  T h a n k s g i v i n g 
Luncheon, noon to 1:30 
p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 18. 
Cost is $20 for members, 
$25 for guests.

◆ Holiday Basket-
making, noon to 4 p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 19, 
with instructor Deb 
VanderLinde. Cost is $60 
for members, $65 for 
guests.

◆ Chat with the Chiefs, 
10 to 11 a.m. Wednesday, 
Nov. 19, with Grosse 
Pointe Farms Director of 
Public Safety John 
Hutchins and Deputy 
Director Andrew Rogers.

◆ Lunch & Learn: 
Caring for Mental Health 
as You Age, noon to 1 
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 20, 
with presenter Michele 
Reid, M.D. Cost is $8 for 
members, $10 for guests.

◆ Friendsgiving Bingo 
and Treats, 10 to 11 a.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 20. Cost 
is $2 for members, $5 for 
guests, and includes one 
card and refreshments.

◆ The movie “Green 
and Gold” is shown at 
noon Friday, Nov. 21. 
Cost is $3 for members, 
$5 for guests, and 
includes snacks.

POST Detroit
POST Detroit, 14500 

Kercheval, Detroit, hosts 
several workshops dur-
ing November. To sign 
up for the following, visit 
mutualadoration.com: 

◆  POST Clothing 
Swap, noon to 8 p.m. 

Friday, Nov. 14.
◆ Coffee Cupping with 

Dessert Oasis, 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 15. Cost is $50.

◆ Drop-In Workshop: 
Ceramic Ornaments, 1 to 
4 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 15. 
Cost is $25.

◆ Jewelry Workshop: 
Enameled Pendants + 
Earrings, 2 to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 15. Cost 
is $100.

◆  Mixed  Media 
A b s t r a c t  C o l l a g e 
Workshop, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 16. 
Cost is $60.

◆ Pajaki Workshop: 
Polish Folk Art, 10:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 16. Cost is $125.

◆  Seasonal Craft 
Cocktails + Cookie 
Decorating Workshop, 3 
to 6 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 
16. Cost is $75.

◆ Hand Lettering 
Workshop: Brush Pen 
Basics, 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 19. 
Cost is $55.

◆ Sewing Workshop: 
Reversible Tote Bags, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 22. Cost is $100.

◆ Ceramics Workshop: 
Puff Pipes, 5:30 to 8 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 23. Cost is 
$75.

American Legion
American Legion Post 

372—Frederick M. Alger 
Post hosts its next meet-
ing at 6 p.m. Tuesday, 
Nov. 18, at The War 
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 
Information about how 
veterans can access their 
VA benefi ts will be shared 
by the State of Michigan 
Veterans Administration. 
All veterans are welcome 
to attend to learn more 
and explore membership 
opportunities.

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:

◆ Noon to 6 p.m 
Thursday, Nov. 20, St. 
Joan of Arc Catholic 
Church, 21620 Greater 
Mack, St. Clair Shores.

◆ 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. Friday, Nov. 21, 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
Community Center, 
20025 Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Woods. 

◆ 7:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 28, Henry 
Ford St. John Hospital, 
22101 Moross, Detroit. 

Register at redcross
blood.org.

Live music
The Paxton/Spangler 

Band will perform songs 
from its new LP, “Trick 
Bag,” as well as other 
favorites, 7 to 10 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 22, at 
Marge’s Bar, 15300 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Park. The gig is in honor 
of RJ Spangler’s birth-
day. Call (313) 881-8895.

Sunrise on Vernier
Sunrise on Vernier, 

1850 Vernier, Grosse 
Pointe Woods, hosts a 
support group at 4 p.m. 
the second Wednesday of 
each month. For more 
information, call (313) 
642-2000.

Toastmasters
Northeastern Toast-

masters meets in person 
at  Wayne County 
Community College 
District’s Mary Ellen 
Stempfle University 
Center, 19305 Vernier, 
Harper Woods, as well as 
on Zoom, at 7 p.m. the 
second and fourth 
Monday of each month. 
Call (313) 720-8444 for 
the link and password.

AREA ACTIVITIES
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18412 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Farms

Kim Valice, Realtor
Sine & Monaghan REALTORS®

Kimpvalice@gmail.com
@kimperezvalice

Kim.searchmichiganhomesforsale.com

313-320-2544

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY
Animals Available for 
Adoption at gpaas.org
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
313-884-1551 OR www.gpaas.org

Ca ll to a rra nge aCa ll to a rra nge a
Meet a nd Gre etMeet a nd Gre et

O

Meet

CHLOECHLOE  Meet

CANDIANDI

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

Female, 4 years old, Shihtzu Mix, Female, 4 years old, Shihtzu Mix, 
Special needs, White/Black, 10 lbs.Special needs, White/Black, 10 lbs.

With the change of seasons and age,
old dooors do not work as well as they
used to. With expert care, they can be
restored to their original beauty, security
and ease of use for you to enjoy for
years to come.

Call us today! We can help...

• WEATHER STRIP
• LOCK RESTORATION
• PLANE AND ADJUST
• NEW HARDWARE

Old-Door Specialist
Village Lock are experts in the repair and maintenance 

of the grand old doors of Grosse Pointe

11
13

25

18554 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48236

villagelockgp@gmail.com • 313-881-8603

VILLAGE LOCK
& HOME REPAIR 

Next Open Houses
Saturday, November 15th and 29th

10-Noon

Female,Female,
4 months old, 4 months old, 
Shorthair,Shorthair,

Brown TabbyBrown Tabby.

After acting on stage in 
New York and around 
the country for more 
than a decade, George 
Abud called the audition 
process for his first 
movie “insane.”

“When you audition 
for a play, you’re right 
there on stage,” he said. 
“With movies, they send 
you scenes and you fi lm 
yourself and send it 
back. If they like it, 
they’ll invite you to meet 
in person.”

The 2008 Grosse 
Pointe North High 
School graduate made 
his fi lm debut in “Caught 
Stealing,” released ear-
lier this year.

“I sent in my tape and 
then my agent called, 
saying the director, 
Darren Aronofsky, 
wanted to meet with 
me,” Abud said. “But I 
was in St. Louis doing a 
musical, so we ended up 
doing it over Zoom, 
which was very kind of 
him. He told me he 
watched my audition 25 
times and asked how I 
got so funny. I haven’t 

done a lot of comedy, but 
I told him it was from 
watching ‘Green Acres.’”

The cast of the dark 
comedy includes well-
known names such as 
Zoe Kratvitz,  Liev 
Schreiber and Vincent 
D’Onofrio.

“I don’t really watch a 
lot of movies, but all my 
friends said it was a big 
deal , ”  Abud sa id . 
“Everyone on set was so 
encouraging and kind, 
especially since I wasn’t 
familiar with a lot of the 
terminology.”

Abud plays the neigh-
bor of the main charac-
ter, appearing in four 
scenes.

“Although my senses 
are geared mostly toward 
theater, I’d love to do 
more movies,” he said.

Abud also recently pre-
miered a play he wrote 
during the pandemic at 
the Guthrie Theater in 
Minneapol i s .  “The 
Ruins” is about two musi-
cians who meet in a room 
with just days to live. He 
plays the oud, a pear-
shaped, lute-like instru-
ment from the Middle 
East, while the other 
actor plays the cello.

“It’s basically about if 
their lives were meaning-
ful,” Abud said. “They 
play songs for each other 
and recite poetry. The 
question is, what’s 
enough to prove some-
one has lived a full life?”

An accompanying 
book of poetry, also writ-
ten by Abud titled “A Day 
and Its Night,” was pub-
lished by Cogrounded, 
an education-focused 
publishing company 
started earlier this year 
by his brother, Gary 
Abud Jr.

“The timing could not 
have been better,” Abud 
Jr. said. “This is our fi rst 
foray into the fine arts 
educational space. It was 
great publishing an ele-
gant, original piece of art 
that expresses visually 
what the play expressed 
musically.”

“It was great to see our 
creative practices come 
together,” Abud said.

For now, he’s perform-
ing as Fred in “A 
Christmas Carol” off-
Broadway. He’ll begin 
directing a modern-day 
version of “Threepenny 
Opera” he wrote starting 
in January.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

North alum 
makes movie debut
Also wrote a play, accompanying book

COURTESY PHOTO

George Abud, left, and Gary Abud Jr. at the Guthrie Theater in Minneapolis.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

From left, Grosse Pointe Public Library Director Jessica Keyser, author 
Elizabeth Gilbert, Assistant Director Darlene Dery and Operations Manager 
Kim Hart.

The Grosse Pointe 
Public Library hosted its 
annual Authors to the 
Pointe event Wednesday, 
Nov. 5, at The War 
Memorial. More than 400 
people attended the talk, 
given by nationally 

acclaimed author and 
journalist Elizabeth 
Gilbert, whose book, 
“Eat, Pray, Love” sold 
more than 30 million 
copies and was made into 
a movie. 

Prior to the talk, the 

Friends of the GPPL 
hosted a VIP meet-and-
greet with Gilbert. 

Everyone who attended 
both events received a 
signed copy of her new 
memoir, “All the Way to 
the River.”

Authors to the Pointe

Mary Lusch and Marge Freundl get a head start on reading Elizabeth Gilbert’s 
new memoir, “All the Way to the River,” at the Friends of the GPPL VIP event 
before Gilbert’s talk.
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Dear Gabby: Is it 
wor th  buy ing  the 
extended warranty on 
appliances or am I just a 
sucker? — Curious in 
the City

Dear Broke: Think of 
extended warranties as 
the casino of consumer 
confidence.

They’re betting your 

new fridge will survive 
and statistically, they 
win. Unless it’s a par-
ticularly high-end item 
or a brand with a bad 
reputation, skip the 
warranty and create a 
small “oops” fund for 
repairs. 

Bonus: That fund 
doesn ’ t  exp i re  o r 
require customer ser-

vice music to access. 
Peace of mind comes 

from preparedness, not 
paperwork.

— Gabby

We love problem-solving 
and giving advice! Please 
send us your questions & 
problems to advice@
grossepointenews.com.

GROSSE POINTEGROSSE POINTEGabbyGabby Pointing you in Pointing you in 

the right the right 

direction with direction with 

real-life advice!real-life advice!

Food Gossip
by Nina Taormina

On a hot August day in 
Grosse Pointe, the timing 
couldn’t be more perfect to 
open the doors of the much-
anticipated, sweetest, new-
est neighbor on Kercheval 
in the Park. JJ’s Custard 
Co. quickly became every 
kid’s favorite end-of-sum-
mer hangout.

Grosse Pointe residents, 
brothers and fathers of 
beautiful young families, 
owners Alex and Mark 
Aliahmad chose the space 
at 15229 Kercheval, previ-
ously a AAA Insurance 
building, “because we 

thought the local commu-
nity would benefi t from a 
quality custard shop,” Alex 
said. 

While this is one of eight 
current ly  franchised 
Michigan locations, it’s the 
only location within our 
surrounding neighbor-
hoods, with the next clos-
est location in Madison 
Heights. 

“Renovat ions were 
required to fulfill the 
appearance of a fun and 
vibrant ice cream shop,” 
Alex said. 

The 2,000-square-foot 

space screams fun, excite-
ment and happiness with 
bright pink walls “drip-
ping” in hot fudge and 
sprinkles and a swirling 
milkshake-like floor and 
comic-like characters that 
travel along the massive 
front counter and hard-
scoop ice cream cooler. 

JJ’s Custard Co. sources 
all of its products from 
Michigan-based Guernsey 
Ice Cream. 

“We offer two primary 
flavors, chocolate and 
vanilla, in addition to a 
rotating selection that cur-
rently includes pumpkin, 
ashta (a cured cream), 
espresso, blue moon, cake 
batter, strawberry and pis-
tachio,” Alex said. 

Umm, how do you 
decide between those deli-
cious choices? And let’s 
not forget toppings, 

because there are 30 
options from which to 
choose. Yes, 30. 

I kept hearing something 
about the “loaded zone,” so I 
obviously had to inquire and 
now I need one — and so will 
you. The loaded zone is 
where you will fi nd its fi rst 
specialty, a loaded cone. 

“A loaded cone consists 
of a custard cone, infused 
with a topping of your 
choice (ie: hot fudge/cara-
mel/sprinkles) and rolled 
in another topping,” Alex 
said. 

Wow! Told ya, everyone 
needs this in their life. It 
probably would take me a 
half hour to decide on my 
loaded cone. All I know is 
that espresso custard 
would be involved. These 
cones also explain why 
“drippy” is a popular term 
at all locations. 

If cones aren’t your 
thing, don’t worry. JJ’s 
Custard Co. also offers 
cups, shakes, sundaes, 
parfaits, slushies and fl ur-
ries in all different fl avors 
and combinations. 

“Our holiday special 
includes an apple pie fl urry 
made with vanilla custard, 
apple spice sauce and a 

graham cracker crust,” 
Alex said.

A fl urry, similar to a DQ 
Blizzard or a Wally’s 
Whirly, has been my go-to 
since I was a child. I can’t 
wait to see all the fun ones 
JJ’s comes up with. 

Another staple in the 
cold dessert category is the 
ice cream sandwich and, 
yes, JJ’s has those too. It 
also has a Wowffl e sand-
wich, featuring your choice 
of custard sandwiched 
between two waffl es. You 
might as well roll it in a 
topping while you’re at it. 
Who says breakfast can’t 
be dessert? 

Another fun specialty at 
JJ’s Custard Co. is its sweet 
buns, filled with custard 
and all sorts of goodies 
from Fruity Pebbles to 
s’mores and even straw-
berries with Nutella. 
Dusted with powdered 
sugar, there’s no sweet 
treat like it.

Another fan favorite that 
got really popular over 
summer is the Dubai sun-
dae — a blend of custard, 
fresh strawberries, Nutella 
and pistachio. 

Not a huge fan of soft 
serve custard? No worries. 
Remember that hard-scoop 
ice cream case along the 
front counter? Well, it’s 
fi lled. 

“In addition to custard, 
we provide 24 hard-
scooped Guernsey Ice 

Cream fl avors,” Alex said, 
“and non-dairy Dole 
Whip.”

I love a place with some-
thing for everyone. And 
the cherry on top? Pies! 

“At our Grosse Pointe 
location, we have ready-
made custard pies with 
current flavors including 
Oreo, Fruity Pebbles, 
Strawberry Shortcake, 
Loaded Reese’s, Cookie 
Monster and ashta pie,” 
Alex said. 

JJ’s Custard Co. has 
partnered with DoorDash, 
so parents, pay close atten-
tion to that account. It also 
recently launched catering 
services, just in time for 
holiday parties. Call direct 
to discuss your orders. 

This happy place is open 
seven days a week from 1 
to 9 p.m. Keep up with the 
drip on Facebook: JJ’s 
Custard Company-Grosse 
Pointe or join its 52,000-
p l u s  f o l l o w e r s  o n 
Instagram@thecustardco. 

Welcome to the neigh-
borhood, JJ’s Custard Co. 
There are no better owners 
I could think of to pour 
their love for the commu-
nity right back into it.

Fun Fact: The Custard 
Co. has two catch phrases: 
“Treat yo’ self” and “Every 
day is my cheat day.” Both 
sound pretty fi tting to me!

Happy two-year anniver-
sary, Food Gossip!

Stay tuned. Stay hungry.

DEAR ANNIE: Every 
year, Thanksgiving turns 
into a tug-of-war in my 
family. My siblings and I 
all live within driving dis-
tance of our parents, but 
the holiday always comes 
with arguments about 
who’s hosting, who’s 
cooking  and which 
in-laws get priority. 
This year feels worse 
than ever. My sister 
ins is ts  that everyone 
come to her house, but 
my brother refuses 
because of something she 
said last year. My parents 
just want peace but are 
too afraid to pick sides. I 
want us all together, but I 
also dread another holi-

day full of tension, whis-
pered complaints and 
people leaving early in a 
huff. How do I keep 
Thanksgiving from turn-
ing into a battlefi eld with-
out feeling like the 
referee? — Weary Turkey

DEAR WEARY: You 
are not the United 
Nations. Stop trying to 
broker world peace at 
the  d inner  tab le . 
Thanksgiving should be 
about gratitude, not 
grudge-holding. Let each 
adult take responsibility 
for their own choices; if 
they don’t want to come, 
that’s on them. You can 
host with warmth, set 

clear boundaries and 
refuse to play referee. 
Invite everyone, but 
don’ t  twis t  arms. 
Whoever shows up gets 
your best stuffing and 
your best self. Whoever 
stays away will miss the 
pumpkin pie and maybe 
realize next year that 
family drama isn’t worth 
more than family.

DEAR ANNIE: I love 
my family, but every 
gathering turns into a 
drama. My mother criti-
cizes my sister, my sister 
snaps back and before 
long I’m stuck in the 
middle trying to keep the 
peace. I leave these visits 

emotionally drained and 
sometimes wonder why I 
keep showing up. I don’t 
want to cut ties, but I also 
don’t want to spend 
every weekend referee-
ing arguments that have 
nothing to do with me. 
How do I set boundaries 
with my family without 
becoming the “bad guy”? 
— Tired of the Drama 

DEAR TIRED OF THE 
DRAMA: The only role 
you are required to play 
in this family production 
is yourself. You are not 
the referee, mediator or 
emotional punching bag. 
The healthiest boundary 
you can set is simply 

this: “I will not stay in the 
middle.”

When the arguments 
start, excuse yourself. 
Step outside, clear dishes 
or politely say, “I am not 
getting involved.” It may 
feel awkward at fi rst, but 
you will be amazed at 
how quickly people stop 
dragging you in once 
they realize you will not 
play along.

Boundaries do not 
make you the bad guy. 
They make you a health-

ier, calmer version of 
yourself. You can still 
love your family while 
refusing to absorb their 
confl icts. Love does not 
mean sacrificing your 
peace. It means protect-
ing it so you have some-
thing real to offer when 
the dust settles.

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2025 
CREATORS.COM.

Keeping the peace at Thanksgiving

Clockwise from top left, a Wowffl e, a Cookie Monster 
ice cream sandwich and a pair of sweet buns.

JJ’s Custard Company, every kid’s favorite hangout

Dear Annie
by Annie Lane

                                                                                                         COURTESY PHOTOS

JJ’s Custard Company.

Grosse Pointe Theatre YOUTH ON STAGE
Production of 

Tickets: Adults $15 | Youth $10 (includes all fees)
Tickets at gpt.org/juice or call 313-881-4004

November 14-16, 2025

Sensory Friendly Performance • Sat. Nov. 15 at 1 p.m.Sensory Friendly Performance • Sat. Nov. 15 at 1 p.m.

111325

When warranties may 
not be worth the expense

A variety of loaded cones.
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by Anna Lizer

5 Out Of 5

Laundry is the worst. If 
you’ve ever done laundry 
for multiple people, espe-
cially high schoolers, you 
know the pain of every-
one owning the same 
clothes in the same sizes. 
One missing sweatshirt 
or pair of shorts in the 
wrong drawer can turn 
into a full-blown crisis.

I actually take pride in 
my laundry routine. I get 
the washer going in the 
morning, everything is 

dried and folded by the 
afternoon and back in 
closets before the kids 
even get home. 

But there are still chal-
lenges: Someone forgets 
their sweatshirt at a 
friend’s house; a shirt 
gets left on the tennis 
court; or, the worst of all, 
a brand-new Lululemon 
scuba hoodie gets lost in 
the trunk of a car and 
vanishes forever.

That’s when I decided 

to make a change. If you 
live in this house, your 
c lo thes  are  ge t t ing 
labeled. Shorts ending up 
in the wrong drawer? Not 
anymore. Hoodies disap-
pearing without a trace? 
That’s over. Laundry is 
now organized, calm and 
efficient.

I ordered the Acorn 
Custom Clothing Labels 
from Amazon for $14 for 
75 labels. Before you 
place the order, you type 

in the name you want 
printed on the labels. 
They arrived in less than 
a week and were incred-
ibly easy to peel and stick 
onto the tags of each gar-
ment. They have stayed 
put through every wash 
so far and it has made 
laundry in my house so 
much easier. 

This product gets 
five out of five alliga-
tors and has been an 
amazing addition to 

the laundry routine. 

We LOVE testing out 
new th ings !  Te l l  us 
about your favorite item 
or something you want 
us to try for you! Drop 
us a l ine at  media@
grossepointenews.com.

A few terms you may 
fi nd on bottles of white 
wine: Pinot d’Anjou, 
Savennieres,  Anjou 
B l a n c ,  M o n t l o u i s , 
Saumur, Steen, Vouvray, 
Pineau de la Loire and 
Cremant de Loire.

The wine inside such 
bottles is generally 
slightly sweet, but usu-
ally has excellent acidity 
so it goes nicely with 
lighter-weight foods and 
is not typically very 
expensive. 

Most of these terms 
come from French and 
the wines usually are 
best consumed young 
and are frequently a 
delight on hot days. All 
of them are made from 

the same grape variety, 
one that is widely known 
as chenin blanc. 

(Steen is the word used 
for it in South Africa, 
where it is prolifi c and 
makes excellent whites. 
And Cremant is a spar-
kling wine.)

And there are more 
terms for chenin blanc — 
Coteaux du Layon, 
Bonnezeaux and Quarts 
de Chaume are sweet 
chenin blanc dessert 
wines. 

One reason for all 
these names is that many 
of them identify different 
regions, and under 
French law, the region 
alone may identify the 
wine grape used. As 

place names, they may 
not be used elsewhere to 
identify a wine.

The reason for their 
proliferation is that 
chenin blanc produces 
an attractive, lighter-
styled wine that was 
once more popular in the 
United States than it is 
today. Starting in the 
1980s, chenin blanc 
began to decline in popu-
larity as many Americans 
discovered chardonnay.

So, although chardon-
nay became the “call” 
pre-dinner sipper in 
upscale restaurants, 
chenin blanc’s popular-
ity declined — but not 
because people didn’t 
like it. It was simply that 
chardonnay was a more 
upscale choice. Chenin 
has always been a favor-
ite in France’s Loire 
Valley. This high-acid 
white wine grape can 
make many wine types 
— sparkling wines to 
dry, off-dry, to balanced 
dessert wines. 

Of course, it also may 
make bland, neutral 
wines if the vine’s vigor 
isn’t controlled. Among 
the best chenin blanc-
based wines in the Loire 
and my favorite is 
Savennieres, a typically 
dry wine, though some 
slightly sweeter versions 
can be more complex.

Once highly important 
in California (in the 
1970s it was made by 
Charles  Krug and 
Chalone), today this 

melon-scented wine is 
usually off-dry. 

It has been in the spot-
light recently as it has 
come back from obscu-
rity. Most of the newer 
Napa Valley versions 
come from grapes grown 
by Ballantine Vineyards 
north of St. Helena and 
are dry. Among the best 
local producers who 
never stopped making a 
chen in  b lanc  are 
Chappellet in Napa and 
Dry Creek Vineyards in 
Sonoma’s Dry Creek 
Valley.

As a grape, it is large-
berried and tight-clus-
tered. Because of this, it 
is notoriously suscepti-
ble to rot if rain hits 
before harvest. 

In California, the grape 
thrives in Clarksburg in 

the Stockton Delta, 
whose soils are loaded 
with a high concentra-
tion of peat.nkable.

Wine of the Week:
2023 Dry Creek Chenin 

Blanc, Clarksburg ($18) 
— This is one of the most 
stylish chenin blancs 
made in California today. 
It has an absolutely stun-
ning level of bright 
melon fruit, a trace of cit-
rus, and a rich mid-pal-
ate that nevertheless 
finishes dry and crisp. 

This producer has been 
making dry chenin 
blancs for fi ve decades 
and has always achieved 
greatness for this wine. 
One of the best value 
whites in the state every 
year.

To find out more 
about Sonoma County 
resident Dan Berger, 
v i s i t  the  Creators 
Syndicate webpage at 
www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2025 
CREATORS.COM

As soon as the leaves 
began to turn, I started 
craving a way to use 
apples and puff pastry — 
but I couldn’t quite 
decide what to make. I 
went back and forth 
between hand pies, turn-
overs and mini tarts 
before fi nally settling on 
something a little more 
elegant: a savory first 
course or holiday hors 
d’oeuvre that captures 
the season in every bite.

These apple, Brie, 
and caramelized onion 
tarts combine together 
jammy onions, earthy 
thyme and creamy Brie. 
All sweetened by a driz-
zle of honey. Nestled on 
top of golden, fl aky puff 
pastry, they strike that 
perfect balance of sweet, 
savory and rich.  A holi-
day starter that feels fes-
tive and fancy without 
the fuss.

They’re not quite one-
biters, though you could 
make them smaller if 
you like. Personally, I 
love the larger version, 
fi ve or six bites.

Served warm with a 
crisp green salad as an 
elegant first course if 
you so choose. Or 
served at room temper-
ature that are passed 

and cut into fourths.
And while caramel-

ized onions might sound 
fancy, they’re really not. 
All it takes is a little 
patience. Slowly cook-
ing them coaxes out 
their natural sugars, 
turning the onions 
deeply golden and 
sweet. It’s the secret to 
the tart’s rich and savory 
fl avor.

Add these to your 
next dinner party reper-
toire. Your guests will 
love them.

Cheers, Mombeau

Apple, Brie and 
Caramelized Onion 

Tarts

2 medium sweet onions,
    sliced 

2 tbsp butter, divided

1 tbsp olive oil

1 tsp thyme leaves, 
plus extra for garnish

1-2 large Honeycrisp 
apples (about 36 slices)

8 oz Brie cheese

3 tbsp honey, for
drizzling

1 sheet puff pastry, 
thawed

1 whisked egg, for 
brushing

Melt one tablespoon 
of butter with the olive 
oil in a skillet over 
medium-low heat. Add 
the onions, thyme, a 
pinch of salt and a few 
turns of pepper. Let 
them cook slowly, stir-
ring now and then, until 
they turn soft and 
golden, about 35 to 40 
minutes. If they start to 
stick, add a splash of 
water to loosen the 
brown bits and deepen 
their flavor. When the 
onions are caramelized 
and jammy, set them 
aside to cool slightly.

While the onions 
cook, preheat your oven 
to 375 degrees and line a 
baking sheet with parch-
ment.

Roll out the puff pas-
try just a bit larger with 
a rolling pin, about an 
inch wider and longer. 
Then cut it into nine 
even squares. Place the 
squares on the baking 
sheet and use a fork to 
prick the centers, leav-
ing a half-inch border so 
the edges can puff up to 

form a crust. Brush 
those edges with a little 
of the whisked egg for 
shine and color.

Slice the Brie into 
two-inch pieces about 
three-quarters of an inch 
thick. Place one piece of 
Brie in the center of 
each pastry square. 

Spoon about a teaspoon 
of the caramelized onion 
on top, followed by four 
thin slices of apple. 
Brush the apple slices 
lightly with the remain-
ing melted butter. Top 
each square with a bit 
more caramelized onion.

Bake the tarts for 15 

to 17 minutes, until 
the pastry is golden, 
f l a k y  a n d  p u f f e d 
around  the  edges . 
Once out of the oven, 
drizzle each tart with 
honey and scatter over a 
few fresh thyme leaves.

Serve warm or at 
room temperature.

Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

CALL in for CARRY-OUTCALL in for CARRY-OUT

18666 Mack Avenue,
Grosse Pointe Farms 313-881-5675

SEE 
MENU

Open Saturdays at NoonOpen Saturdays at Noon

Delivery Available through DoorDash, Uber Eats & GrubhubDelivery Available through DoorDash, Uber Eats & Grubhub
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BEST
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20        25
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SLOPPY JOES
Tuesdays & Wednesdays

Heather’s Famous

NOW SERVING

Saturday
Noon - 4pm
Monday

5pm - 11pm
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yKennedy’s

EST. 
1980

                                                                                                           COURTESY PHOTO

Chenin blanc is a crisp white wine ranging from dry 
to sweet and sparkling styles with notes of honey, 
pear and quince. 

5 Ou

Sweet and savory holiday tarts

Chenin blanc
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By Anne Gryzenia
Publisher

When Thanksgiving rolls around each year, it feels  import-
ant to present a table that’s as beautiful as the meal about 
to be served. We were fortunate to be able to draw from the 
inspiration we took away from the Michigan Design Center’s 

Community Food Bank. The event featured creative table de-
signs by nearly 30 of the metro area’s most talented interior 
designers. 

Filled with great ideas and ready for the challenge, we set 
off to design this year’s holiday tablescape. We decided to use 
a selection of charming vintage blue and white dishes from 
our family collection, with a rustic wood dining table as our 
base. This combo blends the comfort of relaxed natural wood 
with the elegance of intricately decorated china. For a bright  
holiday vibe, we added white and orange roses and greenery. 

The orange and blue tones complement one another nicely 
and pull everything together for a festive yet cozy look that will 
invite guests to feel happy and comfortable.  

When you have 25-plus people coming over, sometimes you 
have to get creative with your components — such as using 
multiple types of glasses or napkins. We sort of like the less 
formal look of staggering different sets.  

plates add to the warm, homespun feeling in the room.
The beauty of creating your own unique look is that there is 

no wrong way to do it. Play around with chargers and runners 
until you like what you see. You never know what will work! 

 We chose a dark brown woven wood charger for some of 
the place settings and a brown leather charger for others.  Just 
balance out the mixing and matching and you’re golden.

Have fun with it and make it your own. The most important 
thing is to create an environment where your guests feel at 
home and can have a great time. 

Enjoy all the fun planning and preparing — and most of all, 
enjoy the holiday. 

Have a very happy Thanksgiving!

GIVE THANKS

PHOTO BY ANNE GRYZENIA

Warm, modern tones set a place for cozy togetherness
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Wedgewood in the hibiscus pattern, from theleagueshop.com, 
tops a rich brown rattan charger from williams-sonoma.com, 
top. For the mix-and-match look shown on the table, opposite 
page, check for vintage sources like Facebook Marketplace 
and ebay.com — and have fun building your collection.

linen napkins are machine washible, from amazon.com. Shop 
assorted stemware at The League Shop to complete your table.

Paper makes it easier for drinks and desserts. Pretty Delft blue 
Caspari napkins, above left, from Amazon. Rust leaf napkins, 
above right, from ikea.com.

Warm wood serves as the stage for bright, homey colors, above and below. White and coral linens blend beautifully with 

highlighted by shades of zesty orange that accent the blues and browns. Cozy family memories begin here.

GET THE LOOK:

A FAMILY TABLE

PERFECT PIECE
This lovely serving platter, right, is the 
ideal piece for our look. We found this 
one on Facebook Marketplace for a 
steal! Having just the right servingware 
makes hosting so much easier.

PHOTO BY JILL CAVANAUGH

PHOTOS BY ANNE GRYZENIA



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, NOVEMBER 13, 2025

6C  |  LIFE & LEISURE

The menu for Thanksgiving usually is packed with tradition, favorite dishes and 
time-honored recipes. But it’s also exciting to occasionally change up the menu to 
include something new. It’s fun to incorporate a new appetizer or side dish each year 

To accommodate the preferences of guests — or to serve a larger group — many 
hosts serve two (or more) main dishes so everyone is happy. A second option offers 
variety and allows your loved ones to sample something different.

Our friends at Fairway Packing Co., have shared some of their best special recipes 
that have been kitchen-tested and crowd-approved. We thought you might like to 
invite these special taste treats to your own holiday table.

Prosciutto Wrapped Pork Tenderloin

1 1½-pound pork tenderloin

1½ T fennel seeds, roughly chopped

3-4 garlic cloves, minced

1 T olive oil

1 T coarse ground mustard

¼ tsp steak salt

8-10 slices of prosciutto, about 6 oz.

. Pat the 
pork tenderloin dry with paper towel and trim any excess fat and silver skin.

Combine fennel seeds, garlic, rosemary, olive oil, coarse ground mustard, 
salt and pepper. Rub mixture on the tenderloin. (If you have time, allow to 
marinate overnight.)

Next wrap in prosciutto and carefully secure with butcher’s twine and lightly rub 
with olive oil.

degrees. Grilling method: Oil grill grates and sear pork tenderloin on all sides to 

minutes before carving.

Spinach and Artichoke Crab Dip

2 T olive oil
1 garlic clove, minced
2 5-ounce packages of baby spinach, chopped
1 14-ounce can quartered artichoke hearts, drained and chopped
1 8-ounce package cream cheese, cut into 1 inch pieces
1 1/2 cups shredded pepper jack cheese
1/2 cup grated armesan cheese, divided into 1/4 cups
1/3 cup sour cream
1/3 cup mayo
1 6-ounce can Heron Pointe lump crab, drained
1 tsp red pepper flakes
Steak salt 

Heat olive oil in a medium saucepan over medium heat. Add garlic and cook 
for 30 seconds. 

Add spinach, half at a time, stir and wilt before adding the other half. Season 
with steak salt. Continue to cook until most of the liquid has evaporated. Next 
add artichoke and cook for an additional three minutes.

Reduce heat to low and add cream cheese and pepper jack, crab and red pepper 
flakes. Stir to combine and heat through, about three to five minutes. 

Transfer dip to an eight-ounce cast iron skillet or an oven-proof skillet, sprinkle 
with remaining parmesan and broil until the top is golden and bubbly, about 
five to eight minutes. Let cool for one to two minutes before serving.

Holiday recipes from Fairway Packing Co.’s kitchen

Truffalo Meatballs
Sauce
1/4 cup butter

2 T Mikes Hot Honey

Meatballs
1 lb. ground beef
1 lb. ground sausage
2/3 cup panko breadcrumbs
1/2 cup crumbled blue cheese
2 cloves garlic, minced

1/2 tsp. steak salt
1 egg, lightly beaten

Put all the meatball ingredients in a bowl and mix. Form into meatballs, about the 
size of golf balls, and set them so they do not touch on a greased baking sheet. 

Meanwhile, in a small saucepan over medium-low heat, combine all of the sauce 
ingredients. Remove from heat once butter has melted and everything is well 
combined.

Transfer cooked meatballs to a large bowl and pour the Truffalo Sauce on them. 
Toss to coat, crumble with additional blue cheese and serve with celery sticks and 
a side of blue cheese dressing or ranch.

11
13

25
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Each Thanksgiving presents an 
opportunity for friends and loved 
ones to gather around a dinner table 
and enjoy a delicious meal together. 
Turkey frequently is the centerpiece 
of such feasts. Many may be 
surprised to learn how turkey and 
other foods came to be such integral 
components of this traditional meal. 
Here are some facts about turkey 
and more.

MAIN COURSE
Around 88 percent of Americans 

will eat turkey for Thanksgiving 
dinner. 

BIG BIRD 
Americans eat roughly 46 million

turkeys on Thanksgiving. That’s a 
‘lotta’ drumsticks! 

ALL IN A NAME
Many people say "Tom Turkey" at 

Thanksgiving, but hens (female) are 
more commonly found at the table 
than a Tom (male) turkey. Poults 
are young turkeys. Toms are more 
likely used for deli meats, cutlets 
and ground meat because they are 
so much larger.

PASS THE TATERS 
As many as 2,500 to 4,500 calories

may be consumed by a single person 
during the Thanksgiving meal.
That's more than the recommended 
calorie intake for an entire day for 
most healthy adults. Loosen those 
belts ...

HELP! 
Turkey still frozen? Lumpy gravy?

The "Turkey Talk-Line," sponsored 
by Butterball, is there to save the 
day. Expert turkey chefs are on call 
during the holiday season to answer 
your frantic questions.

GROWING UP 
It typically takes 14 to 18 weeks for

a turkey to reach maturity. Heritage 

will take longer to mature.

CRY ‘FOWL’
Though turkey is the traditional

main course at Thanksgiving 
tables across the country, it is not 

some turkey-spreading rumors.) 
Accounts vary and only allude to 
"fowl" being consumed.

I’LL FLY AWAY
Despite being more inclined to 

run, turkeys, particularly wild ones, 
are 

bred to be heavy for more breast meat.

RUN, TURKEY,  RUN 
Dark meat in poultry is associated 

with muscle use because working 
muscles require extra blood vessels 
to deliver oxygen, making meat 
darker. Turkeys predominantly run, 
so their thighs are known for being 
rich with dark meat.

FOILED AGAIN 
TV dinners were born from 

turkey leftovers in 1953. The meat 
was packaged in aluminum trays 
with various side dishes.

IT’S IN THE CAN

common complement to turkey. 
Ocean Spray indicates more than 
5 million gallons worth of jellied 
cranberry sauce is purchased for 
Thanksgiving.

SEE-FOOD DIET
Despite eating all this extra food, 

the average holiday weight gain is 

according to the New England 

TURKEY EVERYTHING
Cornwell’s Turkeyville, USA is a 

dining and entertainment compound 
dedicated to all things turkey, 
located in Marshall, Mich. What 
began as a humble turkey diner 
has grown to include an innovative 
and traditional  expanded all-turkey 
restaurant, separate dinner theater, 
ice cream parlor, gift shop, 14-acre 
campground with two pools and a 

Life classes, juried craft shows, 
annual events and more. Visit 
Turkeyville at 18935 15 1/2 Mile 
Rd., Marshall, MI, 49068. Call (269) 
781-4293 or visit turkeyville.com for 
more information.

DID YOU KNOW?
A 2024 Economist/YouGov poll 

found that turkey continues to reign 
supreme on the Thanksgiving dinner 
table. When asked what they’ll 
be eating at Thanksgiving dinner, 
67 percent of poll participants 
indicated they plan to eat turkey, 
making it the most popular food to 

for this popular holiday. Additional 
staples also remain wildly popular 
among Thanksgiving celebrants, 
suggesting that food is among the 
more sacred Turkey Day traditions. 
When asked what they plan to eat 
at Thanksgiving dinner this year, 
participants noted some easily 
recognizable favorites:

· Mashed potatoes: 56 percent

· Bread or rolls: 55 percent

· Pie: 54 percent

· Green beans: 40 percent

· Sweet potatoes: 39 percent

· Cranberry sauce: 38 percent

· Corn: 33 percent 

Start the conversation this year at 
Thanksgiving dinner with a few of 
these fun facts. You may wow the 
crowd — or just get stuck on cleanup 
duty! Grins or groans, either way we 
owe the turkey a little appreciation.

Consumers are urged to shop locally as much as 

over larger retailers, such as specialized products and 
superior customer service. Plaid Friday is one such day 
when communities strongly encourage residents to 
patronize local businesses. 

Plaid Friday occurs the day after Thanksgiving. Many 
people recognize it as Black Friday, but Plaid Friday 
focuses on a relaxed and enjoyable shopping experience 
that emphasizes community and the creativity of local 
businesses as opposed to the hectic pace of traditional 
Black Friday shopping. Plaid Friday originated in 
Oakland in 2009, when it was presented as an alternative 
to the frenzy of Black Friday. 

The "plaid" in the name symbolizes the weaving 
together of small businesses and individuals to form an 
interconnected community fabric.

Best Thanksgiving 
weekend travel tips

Thanksgiving is consistently one of the busiest 
travel holidays of the year. In fact, AAA indicates 
that in the United States, it may be the most 
traveled of all the holidays, with record numbers 
of both drivers and air travelers. In 2024, nearly 
80 million Americans were expected to travel over 
Thanksgiving weekend. The Wednesday before 
Thanksgiving is a particularly busy day on the roads, 
but high volumes continue throughout the weekend.

A high demand for travel during this time of year 
means individuals wanting to see friends or family 
for Thanksgiving should plan accordingly. These 
tips, courtesy of AAA and the Transportation Safety 
Administration (TSA), can make Thanksgiving 
travel go more smoothly.

 If you are able, secure 

to be delayed or canceled increases as the day and 
week goes on. An early departure may increase the 

reports that the Tuesday and Wednesday before 
Thanksgiving, as well as the Sunday after, are the 
busiest days for Thanksgiving air travel. Choosing 

and less stress.

 TSA PreCheck is 
a paid program that enables you to get through 
security lines faster. Interested parties must 
verify their identities through a third-party 
service that handles PreCheck applications and 

offers consistent time savings at the airport with 

keeping items like laptops and liquids in your bag.

 If Amtrak services 
your destination, taking the train may be the 
least stressful way to travel over Thanksgiving. In 
addition to not having to navigate roadways or sit 

you will at the airport. Once on the train, there is 

in advance are more affordable than booking 
closer to the holiday.

 Avoiding the baggage carousel can 
shave much time off of travel. Plus, there’s no risk 
of luggage getting diverted or not making it to your 

for ease, particularly if you must get on a different 

 If road travel is planned 
for Thanksgiving, make sure your car is in good 
condition for a road trip. Be up-to-date on oil 

and double-check your emergency preparedness 
kit prior to leaving. It also may be a good idea to 

mind in the event of a breakdown as well as savings 
on travel-related expenses, such as lodging.

 In addition to your holiday 
essentials, it is wise to also pack some patience 
this Thanksgiving travel season. Leave extra time 
so you’re not racing to your destination and can 
calmly contend with people also looking to get 
home for the holidays.

Remember, millions of people are traveling to 
give thanks alongside those they love,  just like you. 
Offer each other a little patience and grace along 
the way and you will have more to be thankful for. 

Let’s

TALK
TURKEY

Plaid Friday: The community ‘shop local’ alternative

Share some turkey fun facts at the table
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MOVIE REVIEW
“Driveways”

2019 - Not Rated
1 hr 23 min
★★★★★

Brian Dennehy had a 
long and prolifi c career, 
starring both on the stage 
and the silver screen. A 
quick check with IMDb 
showed that he was in 185 
films — that’s a pretty 
impressive achievement. 
He usually played sup-
porting roles and was 
often cast as a macho 
police offi cer or a tough 
cowboy. But there was a 
softer side to him as well 
like his role in “Cocoon.” 
So I was saddened to hear 
of his passing in 2020.

Fortunately he made 
this wonderful fi lm before 
he died. It’s one of his last 
movies and what a beauti-
ful way to go. “Driveways” 
is the quintessential indie 
fi lm. Sure, there isn’t a lot 
of action in it, and the 
story slowly unfolds, but 
that’s just one of the 
things that makes it so 
memorable. It features a 
great cast that includes 
Hong Chau (“The Whale,” 
“The Menu”) and Lucas 
Jaye (“The Sleepover,” 
“True Lies”), great direct-
ing by Andrew Ahn (“Spa 

Night”) and the concise 
camerawork of Ki Jin 
Kim. I also can’t say 
enough about the moving 
soundtrack. I feel the best 
scores are the ones you 
don’t notice while watch-
ing a fi lm — they’re in the 
background, enhancing 
the mood of the action. 
It’s that kind of magic 
composer Jay Wadley cre-
ated here. 

Kathy (Chau) and her 
young son Cody (Jaye) 
arrive in a small town in 
Upstate New York. 
Kathy’s older sister has 
recently passed away and 
they’re on a mis-
sion to clean up 
her house and 
put it on the 
market. Her sis-
ter was 12 years 
her senior and 
she really didn’t 
know her at all. 

Were they ever in for a 
shock. When they walk in 
the door for the fi rst time, 
they’re overwhelmed by a 
house fi lled to the rafters 
with junk. To say her sib-
ling was a packrat is put-
ting it mildly. It’s such a 
mess, they’re forced to 
sleep on the screened-in 
porch. 

It’s fairly obvious that 
Cody’s a special kid. He’s 
incredibly shy and you 
wonder if he has any 
friends back home. He 
spends a great deal of 
time playing video games 
and is a bit awkward 

when a couple of the 
neighbor children invite 
him to play with them. 
He’s especially awkward 
when the woman next 
door asks him to spend 
the day with her two ruf-
fian grandkids. To no 
one’s surprise, their play-
date doesn’t end well. 

Then, just when you 
think he’s going to hang 
out by himself all day, he 
meets his neighbor on the 
other side of the house. 
Del (Dennehy) is a quiet, 
elderly widower and a 
Korean War veteran. 
While trying to turn on 
the garden hose, Del 
instructs him to turn the 
spigot the other way. And 
that’s the subtle begin-
ning of a sweet, cross-
generational relationship. 
Early in the fi lm, we see 
Del waiting for one of his 
buddies to to give him a 
lift to the local VFW hall 
for an afternoon of bingo. 
When he fails to show, 
Kathy and Cody end up 
taking him. 

Del has a grand old time 
with his pals at the hall. 
You can sense that if it 
wasn’t for these after-
noons out, he most likely 
wouldn’t have any inter-
actions with anyone at all. 
But meeting Cody slowly 
transforms him. The two 
of them share an easy 
relationship. They’re both 
introverts and they spend 
a good deal of time 
together in silence. They 

go to the town library 
where Del does some 
research on his daughter. 
And they’re perfectly 
comfortable just sitting on 
Del’s front porch, reading. 

As the fi lm progresses, 
Del opens up about his 
wife and his relationship 
with his daughter who 
lives in Seattle. We also 
learn more about Kathy’s 
life and the fact that she 
and her sister were 
estranged. It’s this grad-
ual process of revelations 
that make this movie such 
a joy to watch. It’s so 
refreshing to see people 
who exude kindness and 
take care of each other. 
Near the end of the movie, 
we’re treated to a solilo-
quy by Del, where he phi-
losophizes not only about 
his life, but life in general. 
It’s a speech from the 
heart that you can’t help 
but feel is actually from 
Mr. Dennehy and not the 
character talking about 
his own life. What a won-
derful swansong from this 
underrated actor. 

As I mentioned early 
on, this is not an action 
packed, shoot-em-up 
Marvel Comic film. If 
you’re not into subtlety, 
and dialogue-driven mov-
ies, you might want to 
give this one a pass. 
However, if you’re in the 
mood for a sweet, heart-
felt drama, you defi nitely 
want to put this wonderful 
movie in your queue. 

If you’re not 
familiar with 
Brian Dennehy 
and would like 
to see more of 
his films, here 
are a few of his 
more popular 
titles: “First 
B l o o d , ” 
“ S i l v e r a d o , ” 
“ C o c o o n , ” 
“Righteous Kill,” 

and “Bunker Hill.” With 
185 fi lms to his credit, it 
will certainly take you a 
while to work through his 
massive ouvre. 

Currently streaming for 
free on Kanopy and 
Hoopla (with your library 
card), and Tubi. Also on 
Pluto, Prime and to rent 
on YouTube, Fandango, 
and Amazon. 

Note to parents: The 
movie is not rated but I’d 
give it a PG-13 for a few 
cuss words.

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your 
queue, you might watch 
it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually buy it! 

I f  you  have  any 
movie suggestions, feel 
free to email me at: 
dominmark@yahoo.com. 

Also, if you’re looking 
for more recommenda-
tions, be sure to check out 
my blog: moviejunkie-
mark.blogspot.com.

        PHOTOS COURTESY OF CINEMAWERKS, ALLUSIONIST PICTURES AND ELECTRIC PANDA ENTERTAINMENT

Above, tender moment between Del played by Brian Dennehy and Cody played 
by Lucas Jaye in the 2019 movie “Driveways,” directed by Andrew Ahn.

by Mark Domin
“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”

Movie Junkie Mark

Cody (Lucas Jaye) and Del (Brian Dennehy) at the library.

Movie poster. Celebrating Cody’s ninth birthday.

Del and Cody hanging out together.

Kathy (Chau) and Cody (Jaye).

Getting ready for the garage sale.

Kathy (Hong Chau) .
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Contract BridgeContract Bridge
THE NUMBERS GAME

Let’s say you’re South and end up in 
seven notrump after East’s preemp-
tive three spade bid left your side less 
space in which to bid. Your final bid 
is based on the theory that it’s usually 
better to play in seven notrump than 
seven of a suit when both are feasi-
ble contracts, as notrump sometimes 
allows you to delay the play of a key 
suit while safely exploring the distri-

bution of other suits.
This deal provides an example. If 

North plays in seven diamonds, he is 
immediately faced with the problem of 
whether to take a finesse in the suit or 
cash the A-K and hope the queen falls. 
He might easily go wrong because 
East apparently has seven spades and 
therefore is more likely to have a sin-
gleton diamond than a doubleton.

But in seven notrump, there’s no 
question about how to proceed. You 
win the spade lead with the king and 
cash the ace of spades, ace of dia-
monds and K-Q of clubs. When you 
next play the ace of hearts and East 
shows out, you now know much more 
about East’s hand than you did at trick 
one. Most importantly, you know that 
East started with seven spades and no 
hearts.

Continuing with your explorato-
ry moves, you next play the king of 
hearts and a low heart to your queen. 
When you then cash the A-J of clubs 
and East follows suit to both, all your 
worries melt away. East started with 
seven spades, no hearts, four clubs 
and therefore two diamonds. So, you 
lead your jack of diamonds to the 
king, felling East’s queen, and the 
grand slam is home.

©2025 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve BeckerWeekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
Moon Alert: There are 

no restrictions to shop-
ping or important deci-
sions today. The Moon is 
in VIRGO. 

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, November 13, 
2025:

You are strong-willed, 
insightful and well-mean-
ing. You are also percep-
tive about the world 
around you. This is a year 
of service for you, per-
haps service to family. 
Take care of yourself so 
you can be a help and sup-
port to others. Perhaps 
it’s time for personal 
makeover.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
Be patient with others 

this morning, because 
it’s easy to be irritable or 
fl y off the handle. There 
is no benefi t for you in 
doing this. Fortunately, 
as this day unfolds, rela-
tions with others, partic-
u lar ly  co -workers , 
medical helpers and 
issues related to your 
pet, will be warm and 
supportive. Tonight: 
Think healthy.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

Despite tension in the 
early morning, this is a 
marvelous day to social-
ize. Enjoy the company 
of spouses, partners 
and c lose  f r iends . 
Financial investments 
are favored. In fact, this 
is a great day to clear 
up old business regard-
ing finances, taxes and 
d e b t .  T o n i g h t : 
Schmooze!

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

Be patient with part-
ners and close friends 
this morning to avoid 
arguments or saying 
something that you 
might later regret. (So 
e a s y  t o  d o . ) 
Fortunately, later in 
the day, relations with 
family members are 
great! In fact, this is a 
great time to tweak 
your digs or entertain 
family and friends. 
Tonight: Relax.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Work-related argu-
ments might occur this 
morning, because griev-
ances, disputes and feel-
ings of irritability will arise 
all too easily. However, 
later in the day, you’re 
happier! You’ll enjoy social 
outings, fun activities with 
kids and appreciating the 
arts. Tonight: Discussions.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

Old fl ames are back in 
your world in person, or 
in your thoughts and 
dreams. This could trig-
ger some irritability 
within you. Meanwhile, 
this morning, parents 
need to be patient with 
their kids. Later in the 
day, you might make pur-
chases that benefi t home 
and family. Tonight: 
Check your belongings.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

In the early morning, the 
Moon is in your sign at 
odds with fiery Mars, 
which could make you irri-
table and impatient. Stay 
chill. This is a temporary 
dark cloud on your hori-
zon. Later in the day, you’ll 
enjoy happy relations with 
others, including romance. 
Tonight: You’re in charge.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Be patient in the early 
morning if you feel dis-
gruntled with others. You 
will gain no ground by 
mouthing off. Keep your 
cool. Later in the day, you’ll 
feel pleased and perhaps 
surprised about a purchase 
or something to do with 
your money. It’s all good. 
Tonight: Enjoy solitude.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Avoid money squabbles 
or disputes about posses-
sions in the early morn-
ing. Venus is in your sign 
now, along with the Sun, 
and you can afford to 
take the high road. Later 
in the day, relations with 
friends and groups are 
warm and friendly. 
Tonight: Be friendly..

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Don’t give in to irrita-
ble feelings when talking 
to parents and bosses in 
the early morning. (This 
includes the police.) You 
will do yourself no favor. 
Instead, be patient, 
because later in the day, 
the tables are turned, 
and your relations with 
authority figures are 
warm and supportive. 
Tonight: You’re noticed.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Avoid controversial 
discussions in the early 
morning, especially 
about politics, religion 
and racial issues. They 
will be nasty. Later in 
the day, plans to travel 
or explore opportuni-
ties in publishing, the 
media, medicine and 
the law will delight you. 
Tonight: Learn and 
explore.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Don’t take the bait 
when talking to friends 
and groups this morn-
ing. Maintain your cool. 
Later in the day, your 
relations with authority 
fi gures are so positive 
that you might get a 
fi nancial advantage or 
gain money or practical 
support .  Ka-ching! 
Tonight: Check your 
fi nances.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

Resist the impulse to 
quarrel with spouses, 
partners and friends in 
the early morning. Use 
common sense and 
patience. Ironically, 
later in the day, feel-
ings of love and friend-
ship are strong, and 
you wil l  appreciate 
those who are closest 
to you. In fact, you’ll 
be light and cheerful! 
Tonight: Listen.

BORN TODAY
Actress, TV personal-

ity Whoopi Goldberg 
(1955), TV host Jimmy 
Kimmel (1967), actor 
Gerard Butler (1969).
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Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.
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ACROSS
  1 Navigation 

tech
  4 Gleam
  9 Aggressive 

poker bet
 14 “That feels 

amazing”
 15 Judge in  

the MLB
 16 Birch  

relative
 17 *Answer to 

“Who’s the 
fairest of 
them all?”

 19 ___ Lama
 20 Cover with 

asphalt
 21 Doofus
 22 Shed one’s 

skin
 23 Extract 

metal from
 25 *Not click 

on, say
 29 Hawaiian 

hello (or 
goodbye)

 31 Prefix with 
“skeleton”

 32 First lady?
 33 “Just a ___!”
 34 Carnivore’s 

diet
 35 Steeped 

beverage
 36 *Not  

attending 
class

 40 ___ Antonio
 41 First  

gentleman?
 42 Up to,  

briefly
 43 Purple yam 

used in  
Filipino 
cuisine

 44 ___-Manuel 
Miranda

 45 Passion

 48 *Credit 
option for 
wealthy 
clients

 52 Sleep  
condition

 54 Slang word 
after “jam” 
or “strategy”

 55 ___ de  
parfum

 57 Chris who 
was on  
“Saturday 
Night Live”

 58 Less friendly
 60 Support for 

a basket 
... or what 
combines 
with either 
word in 
each starred 
clue’s  
answer?

 62 Tamale 
topping

 63 Yellow- 
brown shade

 64 Pet that 
purrs

 65 Romantic 
meeting

 66 Tibetan 
capital

 67 Rare bill
DOWN
  1 Sounds of 

shock
  2 “A man, a 

plan, a canal: 
___” (classic 
palindrome)

  3 Tool for 
getting down 
and dirty?

  4 Watched
  5 “LMAO”
  6 Like Joyce 

and Yeats
  7 “Au  

contraire!”

  8 Springfield- 
to-Boston 
dir.

  9 “Tubular!”
 10 Davy  

Crockett’s 
last stand

 11 “It’d be my 
pleasure”

 12 Hydroplane?
 13 Djibouti 

neighbor
 18 “They 

crushed us!”
 24 Birds-

and-bees 
discussion, 
colloquially

 26 Formations 
of geese

 27 Win-and-
place bet

 28 Tax- 
sheltered 
investment 
option

 30 Low on the 
pH scale

 34 James 
Bond’s 
studio

 36 Vehicle that 
may be 
suspended

 37 With some 
reservations

 38 Mom’s mom
 39 Seasoned vet
 40 Survive (on)
 46 Like some 

short plays
 47 Alter, as 

boundaries
 49 Magnus 

Carlsen’s 
game

 50 Get in  
contact with

 51 Russian 
cottage

 53 Expand on
 56 Hawaiian 

instruments, 
for short

 59 Tattletale
 60 Landlocked 

nation in 
South  
America: 
Abbr.

 61 Bikini top

11/13

DOWN
  1 Sounds of 

shock
  2 “A man, a 

plan, a canal: 
___” (classic 
palindrome)

  3 Tool for 
getting down 
and dirty?

  4 Watched
  5 “LMAO”
  6 Like Joyce 

and Yeats
  7 “Au  

contraire!”

Weekly   ChallengeWeekly   Challenge
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Wumo Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler

Carpe Diem Niklas Eriksson

Andy Capp Reg Smythe

Flying McCoys     Glenn McCoy

©
19

78
 P

ea
nu

ts
 W

or
ld

w
id

e 
LL

C,
 D

is
t. 

by
 A

nd
re

w
s 

M
cM

ee
l

w
w

w.
sn

oo
py

.c
om

B.C. Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Crankshaft Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
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Scott Ketchum, Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton
Dennis the Menace  Hank Ketchum,

 Mother Goose and Grim Mike Peters

Beetle Bailey Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker
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Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John ReinerThe Lockhorns

Bizarro     Dan Piraro and Wayno

Reality Check      Dave Whamond

“i’ve got to find a better hiding spot.”

thursday

“i’d tell you what i did in school, but i think
it’d be less painful if you just read the note.”

comics
 Peanuts Charles M. Schulz
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Blondie Chris and Dean Young
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  Ziggy Tom Wilson

Over The Hedge Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus Tony Carrilo

Wizard of Id        Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Hagar The Horrible   (Dik Browne & Chris Browne Original Creators)     Bob Webber Jr. and Gary Hallgren

“I think he’s barking at a picture of a squir-
rel in that magazine.”

Popeye Bud Sagendorf

Crock Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

 Close To Home        John McPherson

“This isn’t what I had in mind when you 
said you were going to canonize me.

Marmaduke Paul & Brad Anderson
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Family Circus Bill and Jeff Keane

©2025 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“Just so you know, if you’re too sick to go to 
school, Mommy makes you stay sick all day.”
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thursday  Comics
Garfield Jim Davis
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An inclined plane is a sloped 
surface like this illustration. 

Wedges are made 
up of inclined planes 
that make our work 
much easier.

The sun was out. The classroom was 
getting warmer and warmer. Wonder 
Wedge looked around and saw his friends 
sweltering. One at a time 
the kids got up and tried 
to open the door. But, 
each time the door 
slammed shut. 
How could they 
keep the door open?

Wonder Wedge came to 
the rescue! He showed 
the kids two pieces of 
wood. Which one would 
work best to keep the 
door open?

  “The wedge is best!” 
  says Wonder Wedge. A 
  wedge is made out of one 
  or more inclined planes. 
  It helps us do many 
  different things.

Standards Link: Health: Students understand how 
the body works to protect itself.

Draw a line to match 
the tools that work 
together.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow multiple-step 
written directions.

Standards Link: Reading 
Comprehension: Follow 

written directions.

Select one page 
of the newspaper. 
Find and circle all 
of the Ws that you 
can. Draw lines to 
connect the Ws to 
make a dot-to-dot 

design. Color 
your design.

A wedge and a screw are both made with an 
inclined plane. To see how a screw is made from 
an inclined plane, try the following experiment:

 1. Cut out the triangle-shaped wedge pictured 
  here. (Fig. 1)

 2. Tape side A to a pencil. (Fig. 2)

 3. Roll the triangle around your pencil. 
  Tape the tip of the triangle to the 
  pencil. (Fig. 3)

 4. What has happened to the slanted line 
  of the triangle? This slanted line is 
  also called an inclined plane.

Fig. 2

Fig. 3

SI
D

E 
A

Standards Link: Physical Science: Students understand 
simple machines and how they work.

A knife, a nail, a doorstop, a 
pushpin and even a screw are 
 types of wedges. 
 They help us do many 
  different things. 
  Look at these 
  pictures and circle all 
  of the wedges the 
  children are using.

How many 
wedges can you 

find on this 
page?

Standards Link: Physical 
Science: Students recognize 
simple machines and how 
they work.

Standards Link: Reading
Comprehension: Follow simple
written directions.

Fig. 1

© 2025 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 41, No. 50

Write an alliteration: a sentence 
where every, or nearly every, 

word starts with the same letter. 
Example: Agitated alligators 

ate the apples anxiously.

Write Words 
Wonderfully

The noun incline means a 
surface or line that slants.

INCLINE

Try to use the word incline 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

The incline of the trail 
made hiking to the top of 

the hill a challenge.

This week’s word:

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
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WEDGE
WONDER
SCREW
WORKING
WARMER
WHEEL
WITHOUT
WOULD
WOOD
WACKY
WILD
WOW
WORLD
DRAW
SHOWED

Look through today’s paper for tools and 
simple machines that help make work easier. 
Find a picture of each of these simple 
machines: lever, wheel and axle, pulley, 
screw, wedge and inclined plane.
Standards Link: Research: Students use the newspaper to 
locate information.

Machine Search

ANSWER: A microscoop.

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written directions.

WOW! How many Ws are here?Wild & Wacky Puzzle

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

le all 
e 
g.
sical 
ognize 
how 

anyany 

Have someone time you to see how 
quickly you can find the wedge of 
cheese that’s different from all the 
others. Switch places and time the 
other person. Who was fastest at 

finding the cheese?

Your Neighborhood
It’s what’s most important to you, to your 

kids, to your family. It’s easy to stay on top 
of what is happening around you with the Subscribing is easy. 

Call 313.343.5578
or visit grossepointenews.com

$4 50 Annual subscription, 
delivered weekly with 
24/7 online access
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TECH TIPS
Battery Life: 2+ Years. Cold we
efficiency and increases starti

Schedule your FR
battery check tod

RAY LAETHEM“ Cold Weather, lack of care 
and driving conditions can 
shorten your battery’s life.”

Gabe Says:

Gabe Heck 
Parts and Service Director

17677 Mack | Grosse Pointe/De
313 886-1700 | laethemgm.com

rl_techtips.indd   1

Battery Life: 2+ Years. Cold weather reduces  
efficiency and increases starting power needs.

Schedule your FREE car  
battery check today!

RAY LAETHEM
17677 Mack | Grosse Pointe/Detroit
313 886-1700 | laethemgm.com

Scan to make a  
service appointment

rl_techtips.indd   1
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Who You Hire Matters.
With 30 years of experience helping buyers and
sellers in Grosse Pointe—and a lifetime as a resident—
I bring unmatched local knowledge, proven results,
and a deep commitment to this community.
Real estate isn’t just my job—it’s personal.

DINO RICCI
#DinoSells  313-460-2225 11

13
25

Host team Grosse 
Pointe South extended 
its reign over the MAC 
Red at the girls varsity 
swim and dive confer-
ence championships last 
weekend, seizing the 
program’s 25th consecu-
tive league crown and 
shattering multiple pool 
and school records.

Call it a complete team 
performance from a pro-
gram that knows how to 
set the gold standard.

“There’s not any secret 
sauce (to this success); 
it’s just the work you put 
in it,” said South head 
coach John Fodell. “You 
build the team’s confi-
dence of believing they 
belong (at a champion-
ship level). And most 
importantly, you make 
them believe in them-
selves.”

Fodell also is head 
coach for the Blue Devils 
boys swim and dive pro-
gram, which has won 27 

consecutive conference 
championships. 

In the fi ve-team con-
ference meet at the Boll 
Natatorium Nov. 7 and 
8, host team South ran 
away with the title, scor-

ing a whopping 640 
points, followed by 
hometown rival Grosse 
Pointe North, which fi n-
ished with 367 points. 

D a k o t a  ( 2 9 4 ) , 
Eisenhower (289) and 

Fraser  (234)  h igh 
schools finished third, 
fourth and fi fth, respec-
tively. 

The excitement that 
crescendoed Saturday 
afternoon with South’s 

25th straight crowning 
began with a prelimi-
nary diving round 
Thursday, Nov. 6, at 
L’Anse Creuse North. 
Blue Devil Ava Gerhard 
emerged as top seed 

heading into Saturday’s 
fi nal, which moved west 
down I-94 to South.

Embracing home pool 
advantage, Blue Devils 

By Meg Leonard
Guest Writer

Blue Devils strike gold
South girls swim 
& dive continues 
remarkable run 
with 25th 
straight MAC 
Red crown

PHOTO BY JESSICA BRYAN

Teammates from Grosse Pointe South girls varsity swim and dive express an enthusiasm unknown to mankind after capturing the 
program’s 25th consecutive MAC Red title Saturday, Nov. 8.

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 

W i t h  f o u r 
years on the 
Grosse Pointe 
South varsity 
boys tennis 
team coming 
to an end this 
fall, Matthew 
Holowinski 
has plenty to 
be proud of 
dur ing h is 
time at South. 
His senior season, 
which concluded 
with an appearance 
at the Division 2 
state finals in late 
October after his best 
campaign yet, was the 
culmination of a tennis 
career that began many 
years before he became 
a Blue Devil.

“I started when I was 
really young just play-
ing drills with a 

bunch of ran-
dom other kids,” 

H o l o w i n s k i 
sa id .  “ . . . 
Some of 
my friends 
a n d  I 
w o u l d 
play a lot, 
like every 
day, with 
o u r 
c o a c h , 
M r . 
Prather, 
and that 

g o t  m e 
into tour-

n a m e n t s 
and stuff. I 

just wanted to 
keep getting 
better.”

He did get 
better over 
the years, so 
much so that 

Holowinski 
was named 
Division 2 

Mr. Tennis by the 
Michigan High School 
T e n n i s  C o a c h e s 
Association this fall. 
The honor came after 
his 23-9 record for the 
2025 season, along with 
a regional champion-
ship and being named 
MAC Red Division MVP. 

Holowinski did it all 
while being arguably in 
the biggest spot as 
South’s No. 1 singles 
player. It was a role he 
claimed fi rst as a sopho-
more and held for three 
seasons, using his posi-
tion to grow as a leader 
both on and off the court 
each season.

“I started in No. 3 dou-
bles, but I kept working 
hard and made my way 
up,” he said. “... I defi -
nitely enjoyed it. I 
enjoyed being at the top 
of the team and having 
people think of me as a 
leader. It’s really fun 
leading the team and 
getting the spirit going.”

Along with fellow 
s e n i o r s  B r e n d a n 

Stafford and David 
S u t t s ,  H o l o w i n s k i 
served as a senior cap-
tain for South this sea-
son. He made sure to 
pick up his teammates 
and cheer them on as 
much as they did for 

him being 
in one of 
the team’s 
top leader-
ship posi-
t ions.  He 
n e v e r 
w a n t e d 
anyone to 
f ee l  l ike 
they were 
a lone  on 
the court.

“ W e 
cheer each 
o ther  on 
when we’re 
playing to 

get the whole team 
going and more confi-
dent,” Holowinski said. 
“We get help from our 
coaches after every 
game or two if we’re 
having trouble, so it’s 
pretty important just 

having the team there.”
Beyond all of the wins 

a n d  a c c o l a d e s 
Holowinski added to his 
resume this fall, it was 
that camaraderie that 
made his senior season 
stand out. He got to 
share time on and off 
the court with team-
mates who have been 
with him since he was a 
freshman and even 
before that. Getting to 
experience one last run 
with them that culmi-
nated in a regional 
championship and a 
top-10 fi nish at the state 
finals only made his 
final season with his 
friends and teammates 
even sweeter.

“All of the other 
seniors are people I 
knew when I was young 
and just kept on playing 
with,” he said. “This was 
definitely my favorite 
tennis season so far 
because I was friends 
with so many people on 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Stellar senior season cements 
Holowinski’s South tennis legacy

See SWIM, page 4D

Game, Set, Matthew
•  23-9 record in 2025 for South boys tennis 

•  Named Div. 2 Mr. Tennis by MHSTeCA 

•  Regional champion and MAC Red MVP

ATH ETE

Matthew HolowinskiMatthew Holowinski
School: Grosse Pointe South
Sport: Tennis

Sponsored by Ray Laethem Buick GMC

See ATHLETE, page 2D

COURTESY PHOTO

South senior Matthew Holowinski gets ready to 
serve in a match for the Blue Devils.
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The Board of Education of the Grosse Pointe Public School System, Wayne County, Michigan, 
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It was hardly a secret 
going into Grosse Pointe 
South varsity football’s 
playoff game Saturday, 
Nov. 8, against Lakeview 
that the Blue Devils were 
eager to get another shot 
at the Huskies. Lakeview 
spoiled South’s home-
coming night and its 
chance at an outright 
MAC White Division 
title with a shocking 
last-second win Oct. 11. 
Saturday’s  d is t r ic t 
championship playoff 
game gave the Blue 
Devils the chance to 
avenge that loss, but 

instead, Lakeview came 
to the boulevard and 
stunned South again by 
putting on a dominant 
performance in a 24-7 
win.

“It was exactly the 
game that Lakeview 
wanted to dictate,” 
South football head 
coach Chad Hepner said 
about the loss. “... In that 
type of game, when we 
have the ball, we have to 
s c o r e  b e c a u s e 
(Lakeview) just sucked 
the life out of the game 
and ran the clock. When 
we didn’t make the most 
of our opportunities 
early in the game, we 
kind of fell into their 

game plan and we 
couldn’t get out. They 
had a good game plan 
for us on both sides of 
the ball and we were 
going to need to play 
some of our best football 
to beat them and we just 
didn’t.”

That very much was 
the story of the game. 
Lakeview was able to 
control the time of pos-
session and pace of play, 
and South’s offense 
struggled to make the 
most of the opportuni-
ties it did have. 

With Lakeview dictat-
ing much of the pace, 
the  f i r s t  ha l f  o f 
Saturday’s game seemed 

to fl y by in the blink of 
an eye. The Huskies 
struck first late in the 
first quarter with a 
touchdown run by senior 
quar terback Gavin 
McKee. The lead was 
extended by three in the 
final seconds before 
halftime, with Lakeview 
making a fi eld goal, put-

ting the score at 10-0 in 
favor of the Huskies 
going into the break. 

Brennen Johnson 
scored the only points of 
the third quarter with a 
rushing touchdown for 
Lakeview, making it a 
three-possession game at 
17-0. Time dwindled for 
the Blue Devils to make a 
comeback after that. It 
was not until almost half-
way through the fourth 
quarter that South was 
able to get on the board 
for the first time, as 
junior quarterback Sam 
Rouleau found Wes 
Roberts in the end zone. 

The Blue Devi ls 
attempted an onside kick 
after the touchdown, but 
Lakeview recovered. The 
Huskies continued to run 
the ball and bleed the 
clock, scoring a final 
touchdown with just over 
two minutes left to make 
the score 24-7. South got 
the ball back, but it was 
too late for a miracle as 
the game and the season 
came to an end. 

Rouleau completed 12 
passes for 175 yards with 
a touchdown and an 
interception. South’s typ-
ically strong rushing 
attack was stifled, as 
Charlie Michelotti was 

the leading rusher with 
only 29 yards. On 
defense, senior AJ 
Zieleniewski had 12 tack-
les, including a tackle for 
loss. 

Zielewniewski is just 
one of the several senior 
leaders who helped 
South achieve success 
this season and in recent 
years. The seniors on 
this year’s team suited 
up in the blue and gold 
for the f inal  t ime 
Saturday, but their leg-
acy with the program 
will not soon be forgot-
ten, given how much 
they changed the culture 
around South football.

“This group, they were 
part of a 10-win team as 
juniors and a nine-win 
team as seniors,” Hepner 
said. “They’ve experi-
enced a lot of winning 
and a lot of success and 
I think they helped 
establish that as the 
expectation here at 
Grosse Pointe South.”

South fi nished the sea-
son with a 9-2 record, 
with both losses against 
Lakeview. The team won 
a share of the MAC 
White Division title, fi n-
ishing atop the division 
for a fourth straight 
year. 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

South football comes out flat 
in playoff loss to Lakeview

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Wes Roberts reaches the ball over the pylon to score South’s only touchdown of the game in a 24-7 loss to 
Lakeview Saturday, Nov. 8. 

A gang of South defenders tackle the Lakeview ball carrier during a game 
where the Huskies leaned heavily on the rushing attack.

the team and grew up 
with them.”

Holowinski still has 
plenty of time to enjoy 
his senior year off the 
court with graduation 
months away. As he 
looks to the future, he 
hopes  to  a t t end 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University next year 
with the possibility of 
continuing his tennis 
career with the club 
team. 

No matter what the 
f u t u r e  h o l d s , 
Holowinski’s legacy 
with the Blue Devils’ 
tennis program is 
secure and those at the 
top of the program 
know his leadership 
and accomplishments 
will not soon be forgot-
ten.

“When the moment 
got big, Matthew got 
bigger,” South boys 
tennis coach Brian 
Kean said. “His run as 
regional champion and 
Division 2 Mr. Tennis 
is the story of a senior 
who showed what it 
means to compete. 
Matthew’s game is the 
rare blend of disci-
pline, grit and fearless-
ness. He earned every 
title this season and 
left a legacy that will 
push South for years.”

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D

COURTESY PHOTO

Holowinski lifts his regional championship trophy 
which he earned Oct. 8 while helping the Blue Devils 
to a team regional title win.

‘When the moment got big, Matthew 
got bigger.’
BRIAN KEAN, GP SOUTH BOYS TENNIS COACH 
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W i n n i n g  d i s t r i c t 
championships has 
become the standard for 
Grosse Pointe South 
varsity volleyball for the 
better part of the past 
decade, with a streak of 
titles going back to 2017. 
However, each time the 
Blue Devils lift the tro-
phy, it still feels special. 
When the team cele-
brated another Division 
1 district title Friday, 
Nov. 7, after defeating 
Detroit Renaissance 3-0, 
the feeling among the 
team was that this dis-
trict triumph was partic-
ularly special. 

“Other than (2022), 
this was probably the 
hardest we had to work 
for a district champion-
ship,” South volleyball 
coach Janeil DiVita said 
following the win. “I’m 
really proud of the girls 
because they stayed so 
consistent and every-
body contributed that 
was on the court and did 
their job. They believed 
in it and it felt so spe-
cial.”

Part of that special 
feeling was that last 
Friday’s district champi-

onship was shared by 
three seniors, Gabby 
DiVita, Sydney Hoffman 
and Alex Lupo, who 
have been with South’s 
varsity team since their 
freshman year. That 
freshman season found 
them in a similar sce-
nario as the team was in 
this year, having lost to 
rival Grosse Pointe 
North in the regular sea-
son before avenging that 
loss in the district tour-
nament. 

South’s road to the 
district title had to go 
through the Norsemen 
as the teams met 
Wednesday, Nov. 5, in 
the district semifinal. 
The Blue Devils again 
were able to rebound 
from their regular sea-
son loss to North, beat-
ing the Norsemen 3-1 in 
last week’s playoff 
matchup. 

The Blue Devils took 
the fi rst set 25-16 before 
North battled hard in 
the next set to win 26-24 
and even the match. 
South bounced back 
with a 25-13 victory in 
the third set and closed 
out the victory by taking 
the fourth set 25-9.

Gabby DiVita had 37 
kills for South in the 

rivalry win and fellow 
senior Hoffman had 
nine, along with four 

blocks. Senior Lucy 
Edwards made some big 
contributions with 53 
assists. 

“That’s such a big 
rivalry game and every-
one knows it, so both 
teams show up extra for 
that game,” Janeil DiVita 
said. “... I think the girls 
proved to themselves 
(against North) that 
they are that team and 
they can beat anyone.”

Riding high off the 
momentum from beat-
ing North in the semifi -
nal, South could not 
overlook its next test in 
the district final last 
Friday. The Blue Devils 

may have earned a 3-0 
sweep over Renaissance, 
but the Phoenix pushed 
South to the brink every 
chance they got. South 
won three close sets 
25-20, 25-21 and 25-20. 

“(Renaissance) was 
nobody to mess around 
with,” Coach DiVita 
said. “They’re very well 
coached and very ath-
letic. Their setter pushed 
a great tempo ball and 
they have great attack-
ers and great ball con-
trol on serve-receive. I 
think it helped a lot that 
we played the type of 
game we  d id  on 
Wednesday and had that 

belief and energy.”
Edwards once again 

led the team with 35 
assists. Gabby DiVita 
had 26 kills and three 
aces while serving, and 
s o p h o m o r e  A n n a 
Groustra tallied 14 digs. 

South advanced to the 
Division 1 regional 
round of the postseason, 
w h e r e  i t  f a c e d 
B l o o m f i e l d  H i l l s 
Tuesday, Nov. 11, after 
press time. The regional 
championship match is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 13, 
hosted by Marian High 
School in Bloomfield 
Hills.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

South volleyball continues district dominance

PHOTOS BY MIKE ADZIMA

Grosse Pointe South volleyball defeated Detroit Renaissance 3-0 Friday, Nov. 7, to win the district champi-
onship, continuing a streak of district titles that dates back to 2017.

South senior Ava McMillin steps up to serve during the district championship 
match against Renaissance Friday, Nov. 7. 

Grosse Pointe North’s Leah Burney (No. 16) and Rose Parker (No. 12) guard 
the net in the Norsemen’s district semifi nal match against Grosse Pointe South 
Wednesday, Nov. 5. 
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swimmers sliced their 
way through the water 
Friday night and broke 
long-held school and 
pool records — an 
uncommon feat in pre-
liminaries. 

Immediate energy 
pumped up the full 
house, thanks to South’s 
200 medley relay of 
Mischa Eng, Nicole 
McEnroe,  Carol ine 
Bryan and Whitney 
Handwork, who kicked 
things off by taking 
down the event’s school 
record in 1:45.44. 

Al i  DeLoof ,  Meg 
Brooks, Gabby DeLoof 
and Catie DeLoof held 
the previous record 
since 2011. The DeLoof 
sisters later swam at the 
University of Michigan 
and currently swim pro-
fessionally. They are 
uniformly considered 
among Grosse Pointe’s 
“royal families” of swim-
ming.

“Over time, swimming 
gets faster and you think 
i f  those (previous 
records) ever come 

down, that will be 
something,” Fodell 
said. 

That “something” 
happened frequently 
last weekend with the 
rewriting of several 
records. Handwork 
broke her own school 
record Friday in the 
50 freestyle, as she 
also tacked on the 
pool record in 23.48.

Carol ine Bryan 
then soared her way to 
the school and pool 
record in the 100 but-
terfl y in 54.14. Bryan’s 
time placed her third 
overall nationally and 
e a r n e d  h e r  A l l -
American status, which 
offi cially will be granted 
next summer.

Beyond the remark-
able records, South had 
four new state qualifi -
ers, while two athletes 
added to their state 
tickets.

New cuts came from 
freshman Sarah Joyce in 
the 100 backstroke; 
sophomore Marielle 
Macuga in the 100 free-

style; sophomore Avery 
Stevenson in the 500 
freestyle and senior 
Betsy Ropke in the 100 

back.
Senior Lorelei Carr 

added the 100 butterfl y 
to her state list, while 
sophomore Natal ie 
Warnick grabbed a spot 
in the 100 backstroke.

With Friday’s prelim 
round performance 
seemingly too diffi cult to 
top, South proved it was 
in it to win it early and 
often Saturday after-
noon. 

Not satisfied with 
Friday night’s school 
record, the 200 medley 
team of Eng, McEnroe, 

Caroline Bryan and 
Handwork raced their 
way to both the school 
and pool  records, 
smashing their prelim 
time and clocking a 
1.44.77 to win the event.

With the day holding 
enough room for one 
more record-breaking 
performance, South’s 
400 freestyle relay team 
of Handwork, Quinn 
Ryan, Heidi Bryan and 
Caroline Bryan teamed 
up to take down the pool 
record in 3:28.79. 

The Blue Devils went 

on to win every event at 
the final, save for the 
500 free. Dakota’s Ella 
Threlkeld won the dis-
tance event in 5:15.09. 

Gerhard also won div-
ing for South with 
333.10 points.

Fodell earned MAC 
Red Coach of the Year 
honors, voted upon by 
conference coaches, 
while Caroline Bryan 
won the MAC Red 
Swimmer of the Meet.

South’s state team 
currently stands at 16 
athletes. Swimmers had 

one last opportunity to 
earn a state qualifying 
t ime at  the “Last 
Chance” meet, which 
took place Tuesday after 
press time. 

The team also may 
qualify more divers to 
the state team after next 
week’s diving regionals.

South enters the state 
fi nal as Division 2’s top-
ranked team. The cham-
pionship takes place 
Friday, Nov. 21, and 
Saturday, Nov. 22, at 
E a s t e r n  M i c h i g a n 
University.

SWIM:
Continued from page 1D

PHOTO BY JESSICA BRYAN

Not satisfi ed by breaking Grosse Pointe South’s girls 200 medley relay record Friday, Nov. 7, from left, 
Blue Devils Nicole McEnroe, Mischa Eng, Caroline Bryan and Whitney Handwork smashed their own 
time less than a day later in 1.44.77, setting new school and pool records in the event at the MAC Red 
championship Saturday, Nov. 8. 

‘You build the team’s confi dence
of believing they belong (at a 
championship level). 
And most importantly, you make
them believe in themselves.’
JOHN FODELL, GP SOUTH GIRLS VARSITY
SWIMMING HEAD COACH

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

705 HOUSES FOR RENT
POINTES/HARPER WOODSProperty For Rent

Plenty of parking, 340 is at Moross and Kercheval

What a wonderful classic Grosse Pointe
sale, there is a lot here! We have sweet
matching loveseats, sofa, matching armchairs,
all ready to move right in! we have a petite
formal dining room set for six, casual dining
table with four chairs in perfect condition,
wonderful hand painted corner cabinet, five
pieces of matching wicker including loveseat
and two chairs, matching green wicker
chaises, nice men’s clothes and shoes, books,
bookshelves, artwork, lamps, treadmill, outdoor
furniture and statuary, lots and lots more!

313 779 0193
www.marciawilkestatesales.com

340 KERCHEVAL
GROSSE POINTE FARMS
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 14 AND 15

9:00 - 4:00

103025

Street Numbers honored Friday at 8:30 a.m.
Check out some featured items at

marciawilkestatesales.com and Estatesales.net
Wednesday evening. We accept cash, checks, VISA,

MasterCard, Discover, AMEX and Apple Pay

406 ESTATE SALES

ESTATE SALEE
FRIDAY NOV. 14th

& SATURDAY NOV. 15th
9:00 AM UNTIL 3:00 PM

801 PARK LANE,
GROSSE POINTE PARK

Just in time for the holidays…Heirloom 
China and Crystal; Sterling & Estate
Silver; Gorgeous Antique, Vintage,

Mid Century Modern, Mission Style &
Designer Furniture & Décor; Lamps;
Massive Tool Collection, Large Book 

Collection; Electronics; Holiday; Vintage
Linens; Records, CDs & DVDs; Jewelry; 

Collectibles; Kitchen; Clothing &
Accessories; Garden, Patio and more!
Cash, Check or Credit Card accepted

See Full Descriptions & Pictures
on EstateSales.net

Organizing, staging, moving management,
estate sales & scale down solutions...

Abby Peck: 313-410-5346 111325

406 ESTATE SALES

BEAUTIFUL ESTATE SALE
Friday November 14h and 

Saturday November 15th, 9am-3pm

313-881-1800

STREET NUMBERS HONORED AT 8:30 A.M. FRIDAY ONLY.
Our numbers available 8:30 A.M. ~ 9:00 A.M. Friday only.

Check website for photos and details. stefeksauctions.com

111325

This beautiful meticulously kept home features 
high end furniture and decorative items. 
Check website for photos and details.

15230 WINDMILL POINTE
Grosse Pointe Park

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

HISTORIC BOSTON EDISON-JL HUDSON 
MANSION, 10,000 SQ. FT. RESIDENCE,
4 DAYS - NOVEMBER 13, 14, 15 & 16TH

THURS. FRI. SAT. 9-6 & SUN 10-5
121 EAST BOSTON BLVD., DETROIT, 48202

CONTACT MICHAEL HARTT 313-885-5600

www.harttestatesales.com | 313-885-5600

Entrance Fee $5 Collected By Sisters Of Mary
Important Contents Include: Artic Refrigerator, Silver Canleobrar’s, 
35 Framed Art Including Antique Signed Oil Paintings, African
Wood Carvings, Antique Furniture Victorian Chairs, Belter 
Rosewood Side Chairs, Tables, (Rare Mid-Century Furniture
Including Side Chairs, Sofa Chairs, Rare Floor Lamps, Sofa Tables, 
Side Chairs), Hand Woven Chinese And Persian Rugs, Religious
Items, Dinnerware, Glassware, 50 Table Linens, Rare Metal Steel 
Document Cabinets, 300 Record Albums, Christmas Decorations
OVER 200 PARKING SPACES AVAILABLE IN LOT OF CATHEDRAL of
the MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT 9844 WOODWARD & WALK THRU  
BACK GATE OF RESIDENCE. TOO MUCH TO LIST! SEE 300 PHOTOS AT
ESTATESALES.NET/MI/DETROIT/48202/4637433

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

105 ART SERVICES

119 TRANSPORTATION /
TRAVEL

586-291-1348

AIRPORT
SHUTTLE!

210 HELP WANTED
RESTAURANT

300 SITUATIONS WANTED
BABYSITTERS

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

312 SITUATION WANTED
ORGANIZING

406 ESTATE SALES

407 FIREWOOD

415 WANTED TO BUY

611 TRUCKS

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 4 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585

Work For You

(313)882-6900 x4 (313)882-6900 ext. 1

IN THE CLASSIFIEDS
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907 BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

ACCULEVEL
Your foundation

repair and
basement

waterproofing
experts.

Whether basement,
crawl space or
concrete slab,

we’ll guide you on
the right path to a

healthy home.
Act now!

Up to $600 off.
Restrictions apply.

Call for a free
consultation.

1(866)438-1859

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 

Masonry • Tuckpointing
Chimney Repair

Porches • Walkways
313-886-8088

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling
Unwanted Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean Outs
•Basement/

  Garage Clean Out
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

NATURAL
HARDWOOD
FLOORS

Dustless floor
sanding, staining,

refinishing,
molding, install.
Free estimates.

Guaranteed.
30 plus years
experience.

Tony Arevalo
(313)330-5907

visit us at:
refinishmyfloor.com

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER • WINDOW
CLEANING

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB
Tree Removal/

Trimming
Stump Grinding

GUTTER
CLEANING

FREE ESTIMATES
45% OFF FALL

DISCOUNTS
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

* FIREWOOD *
AVAILABLE
25 Years

(586)216-0904
davestreeand

shrub.com

944 GUTTERS

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Handyman Service
Electrical - Plumbing

Carpentry

945 HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

We're your
"TO DO"

list handymen!
Let us help you with

any plumbing,
electrical,

carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is

GREEN, cost and
energy efficient.

Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC

can insulate
your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

948 INSULATION

Residential
Commercial
INSULATION

 EXPERTS
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

FREE ESTIMATES
 Interior/Exterior
 Commercial &

Residential
 313.882.9234

JOHN’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
 drywall, cracks,

windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

 insurance work.
 All work

guaranteed
 G. P. References
 License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

PAINTING,
Plastering,
Deck Stain.
All Aspects.
35 + years.

Free Estimates
Insured

Senior Discounts
Grosse Pointe

Resident
Call Steve

(313)244-9651

STEVE's PAINTING
since 1982

Plaster repair,
wallpaper removal,

drywall.
Meticulous prep,
quality materials,

references, insured.
Affordable.

Free estimates,
senior discounts.

(586)350-1717

SRUCE UP
FOR THE

HOLIDAYS
 •Painting

•Plaster Repair
•Carpentry

•Water Damage/
Emergency

•Maintenance
Grosse Pointe
South Alumni
3 Generations

Serving
Grosse Pointe Area

Since 1950
Indian Village

preferred
contractor-
testimonials

available.
(313)880-9961
15% OFF

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

960 ROOFING SERVICES

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commercial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

Directory of ServiceS
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

YouHave

Heard?
You’ll sell it FASTER here!

classifieds
313-882-6900

Buy!

$ell!

Fast!

Call now...

Hire!

classifieds
313-882-6900

Yard & Estate Sale Map

1. 745 Lincoln Rd., GPC
2. 340 Kercheval Ave., GPF
3. 801 Park Lane, GPP
4. 15230 Windmill Pointe Dr., GPP
5. 121 East Boston Blvd., Detroit

See Classifieds for more details

= ESTATE SALE= YARD SALE

THIS WEEK

1

3 4

5

2
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CITY OF HARPER WOODS
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

SYNOPSIS: REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NOVEMBER 3, 2025

The regular City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Valerie Kindle at 7:00 P.M.
ROLL CALL: All Councilpersons were present

MOTIONS PASSED

RESOLUTIONS PASSED

 Active Adult Comm. 0.3441

Community Center Project. 

 

_________________________ _________________________
Valerie Kindle, Mayor Leslie M. Frank, 

The Grosse Pointe 
Red Barons freshman 
football team won its 
second consecutive 
M i c h i g a n  Y o u t h 
Football and Cheer 
Conference  Super 
Bowl championship 
Saturday, Nov. 8. The 
Red Barons defeated 
the Southeast Ferndale 
Eagles 7-0 in a low-
scoring battle to claim 
their  back- to-back 
titles.

“This is a very spe-
cial group of kids that 
we knew had a real 
shot ,”  Red Barons 
f reshman  foo tba l l 
coach Brian Arnold 
said. “They just kept 
bel ieving in them-
selves, and it all just 
came to fruition at the 
end of the season.”

The game’s  only 
touchdown was scored 
on a run by Drew Krall. 

The defense did its 
part to shut out the 
Eagles, continuing a 
string of shutouts for 
the Red Barons that 
included wins over two 
undefeated teams ear-
lier in the playoffs. 

“We were able to 
p l a y  r e a l l y  g o o d 
d e f e n s e ,  b u t  o u r 
offense also did a great 
job of having long, sus-
tained drives that kept 
the other team off the 
field,” said Arnold. 

The freshman team 
was one of two Red 
Barons squads to reach 
the Super Bowl. The 
varsity team lost its 
championship matchup 
44-24  aga ins t  the 
Rochester  Raiders. 
Julian Wade had a pair 
of touchdown runs in 
the loss. 

— Mike Adzima

Red Barons 
freshmen go 
back-to-back

PHOTO COURTESY OF BRIAN ARNOLD

The Grosse Pointe Red Barons freshman football 
team hoists the MYFCC Super Bowl trophy after de-
feating the Southeast Ferndale Eagles 7-0 in the 
championship game Saturday, Nov. 8.

The University Liggett School varsity 
volleyball team made things look easy 
on its run to a Division 3 district champi-
onship victory last week. The Knights 
won both matches in the district tourna-
ment 3-0 to to bring home the trophy 
Saturday, Nov. 8. 
Liggett won its semifi nal match over 
Clintondale last Friday, Nov. 7, by scores 
of 25-5, 25-12 and 25-6. In the district fi -
nal the next day, the Knights handled 
Mount Clemens with ease, winning 25-7, 
25-5 and 25-8. 
The Knights faced Plymouth Christian 
Academy in the regional semifi nal after 
press time Tuesday, Nov. 11. The region-
al championship is scheduled for 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 13, at Plymouth 
Christian Academy. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF UNIVERSITY LIGGETT ATHLETICS

Liggett volleyball 
wins big, claims 
district title
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