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CITY OF GROSSE POINTE —
Much to the delight of those who 
have been driving under a patch-
work of burnt-out lights, Christmas 
Street — known other times of the 
year as Kercheval in The Village — 
has been graced with the presence 
of new bright, white lights adorn-
ing the clock arch. 

A total of 3,360 wide-angle warm 
white LED lights with four-inch 
spacing were strung across the 
arch this month, just in time for 
The Village’s Tree Lighting 
Ceremony. 

“We’ll be adding an additional 
four strands of 280 lights when the 

wreaths come down to fi ll in some 
slight gaps,” added Cindy 
Willcock, executive director of 
Main Street Grosse Pointe, which 
purchased the lights using funding 
annually budgeted for replacing 
and enhancing Christmas decora-
tions in The Village.

The lights, which cost approxi-
mately $600, have an up to 10-year 
lifespan and come with a three-
year warranty. They were pur-
chased through Wintergreen 
Corp., which also is responsible 
for the lights on Michigan Avenue 
in Chicago, and notably is not the 
same company that produced the 

previous arch lights. 
“There’s always great innova-

tions and great new things coming 
out,” Willcock said. “Sometimes 
they work the way we expect them 
to and sometimes they don’t quite 
work the way we expect them to.”

Such was the case with the pre-
vious colorful collage of lights, 
which came with a lifespan of 
three to fi ve years and clocked out 
at the three-year mark.  

Purchased in 2022 using a 
vibrancy grant secured through 
Main Street, the lights also were 

Christmas comes early for clock arch

THE GROSSE POINTES — In a 
three-hour, often contentious 
meeting, the Grosse Pointe 
Public School System Board of 
E d u c a t i o n  r a t e d 
Superintendent Andrea Tuttle 
effective during her annual 
evaluation, the highest rating a 
superintendent can receive, at a 
special meeting Thursday, Nov. 
20.

The board scored Tuttle 
across 32 metrics on a scale of 
1 to 3 dealing with everything 

from budgetary matters to per-
sonnel issues to student 
growth.

A representative from the 
Michigan Association of School 
Boards, who facilitated the 
meeting, tabulated Tuttle’s 
fi nal weighted score at 2.7, a 90 
percent rating.

Tuttle received 3s in several 
categories, including district 
image, media relations, delega-
tion of duties and budget devel-
opment.

The district fi nished the most 
recent fi scal year with a surplus 
of more than $5 million and $1 

million the previous year.
Tuttle, as allowed under state 

law, requested the meeting be 
open to the public. At a mid-
year evaluation in August, the 
board voted to close the meet-
ing without asking her if she 
wanted it open.

There were some tense 
moments during the meeting, 
as board members were able to 
comment on why they voted a 
certain way on a particular 
metric, with Tuttle allowed to 
respond.

President Colleen Worden, 
for example, scored Tuttle a 1 

for providing the board with 
information, citing a discussion 
about universal preschool at 
the board’s previous meeting.

“You put it on the agenda and 
there was a fl urry of negative 
information,” Worden said.

“It was for discussion,” Tuttle 
responded. “I told you three 
times what I was putting on the 
agenda.”

Under  d is tr ic t  image, 
Secretary Valarie St. John was 
the only board member not to 
give Tuttle a 3, scoring her a 1.

“You don’t represent the dis-
trict well in some board meet-
ings,” she said. “Walking out of 

GPPSS superintendent rated ‘effective’
By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Due to the last-minute 
delay of the Schaap 
Center for the 
Performing Arts grand 
opening Nov. 30, manag-
ers of the 435-seat theater 
and associated gallery 
spaces face one of the 
most dramatic duties in 
Christendom — saving 
Christmas.

What was touted as the 
Schaap Center hosting 
the festive, season-open-
ing run of the Grosse 
Pointe Theatre’s produc-
tion of “White Christmas” 

next month has become 
more like Santa fum-
bling his bag down the 
chimney in a rattling 
jumble of broken toys, 
unfulfi lled prospects and 
a billowing blizzard of 
soot. A total mess.

“Getting at  least 
Grosse Pointe Theatre’s 
run of ‘White Christmas’ 
— that’s the goal,” said 
Anne Bak Marine, the 
center’s incoming execu-
tive director. “I keep tell-
ing everyone, ‘We’ve got 
to save Christmas.’”

Marine co-led a tour of 
the building Monday 
morning, Nov. 17.

She and other center 

Schaap Center 
does a 180 — 
opening delayed
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

representatives were 
confident myriad, but 
typical, tail ends of the 
more than year-long con-
struction process would 
be wrapped up on time.

Tools and equipment, 
debris and dust would be 
removed or swept up in 
time for an inaugural 
matinée Nov. 30, featur-
ing a potpourri of per-
forming artists, followed 
a week later by the fi rst 
of three installments of 
GPT’s holiday musical 
Dec. 5 to 21.

During the tour, Paul 
Schaap, the multi-million 
dollar center’s prime 

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

As Christmas decorations go up in The Village, the clock arch has received replacement lights just in time 
for the holiday season.

See SCHAAP, page 2A See ARCH, page 3A

See RATED, page 8A

By Ted O N

Staff WriterTHE
NOSH

SEE INSIDE PAGE  9A

MONTHLY FEATURE 
SHOWCASING WHAT’S 

NEW AT LOCAL EATERIES

Home: Grosse Pointe Park
Driven businesswoman 
motivated from the start

Pointer of
INTEREST

See story, page 4A

Jaime Rae TurnbullJaime Rae Turnbull
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angel, said thousands of 
tickets have been sold in 
anticipation of the cur-
tain rising on “White 
Christmas.”

The theater’s website 
lists the fi rst four of the 
show’s 11 performances 
sold out.

Marine indicated the 
center’s construction sta-
tus became clearer, or 
muddier — in this case 
it’s the same thing — 

during a staff meeting of 
“key players” after the 
tour.

“That’s when we 
became aware of mate-
rial acquisitions that 
were delayed,” she said. 
“It was a laundry list of 
things that cropped up. It 
was concerning.”

As the deadline for 
opening neared, it 
revealed a divergence 
between the show going 
on and doing the job 
right.

“While we had origi-
nally anticipated wel-

coming patrons into the 
new space in November, 
unfortunate construction 
management challenges 
have required us to delay 
our opening events,” said 
Jaime Rae Turnbull, out-
going but still active 
execut ive director , 
Sunday afternoon, Nov. 
23. It turned out her com-
ment was clipped from 
an email she sent a few 
days earlier to certain 
members of the commu-
nity.

Helping put the cen-
ter’s status into perspec-
tive was the arrival 
Tuesday night, Nov. 18, 
one day after the tour, of 
the center’s technical 
advisor, David Goodman-
Edberg.

“David has vast experi-

ence with theatrical sys-
tems,” Marine said. “He 
was able to be that voice 
representing the Schaap 
Center and program 
partners in asking spe-
cific questions about, 
‘When is this going to be 
done?’ and whether that 
can be done. He’s been a 
crucial asset this past 
week to help ramp up 
solving some of the the-
atrical system delays.”

Goodman-Edberg is a 
consultant from Chicago.

“Adding his voice to 
the team was critical to 
understanding there are 
things here that none of 
the rest of us necessarily 
know about because we 
didn’t have the same 
level of expertise,” 
Marine said. “The other 

thing was the parking 
lot.”

The lot’s concrete sur-
face hasn’t been poured.

“Installation of the 
theater  seats  was 
delayed,” Marine said. 
“Eighty percent of the 
seats were installed and 
then, all of a sudden, 
nothing happened. On 
top of those were other 
issues, the exterior of 
the building and the 
lobby. It wasn’t just one 
thing. It was a number of 
things.”

Two days following 
Goodman-Edberg’s real-
ity check, it was time to 
bite the bullet. There 
was no alternative to 
announcing the delay, 
albeit selectively.

“With deep disap-
pointment, we are writ-
ing to share an important 
update regarding the 
opening of the Schaap 
Center,” Turnbull wrote 
in an email to various 
people the morning of 
Thursday, Nov. 20.

Five minutes later, a 
recipient forwarded 
Turnbull’s message to 
the Grosse Pointe News, 
which had reported that 
day both observations 

from the tour and assur-
ances from three center 
managers that, despite 
the site being unfi nished 
and cluttered, it would 
open on time.

“Unfortunate con-
struction management 
challenges have required 
us to delay our opening 
events,” Turnbull wrote.

No new opening date 
has been set.

“The good news is that 
signifi cant progress con-
tinues to be made each 
day and we expect to 
fi nalize a revised open-
ing date soon,” Turnbull 
wrote. “As soon as we 
have a confi rmed time-
line, you will be among 
the fi rst to know.”

Theater-goers may be 
dreaming if they think 
“White Christmas” will 
get a full run as sched-
uled during the holiday 
period.

“We’ll reschedule our 
opening event,” Marine 
sa id .  “But  ‘Whi te 
Christmas’ is important. 
That’s our big motivator 
right now. Let’s make 
this happen for the 
Grosse Pointe Theatre. 
It’s construction. It’s the 
nature of the beast.”

SCHAAP:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— One by one, 19 girls of 
Defer Elementary 
School’s fi rst-grade Daisy 
Girl Scout Troop 78371 
lined up during a fi eld trip 
to municipal court cham-
bers and signed oaths to 
faithfully discharge du-
ties of the Daisy for 
Democracy badge.

Then they took a group 
photo and ate cookies 
decorated like the insig-
nia for which they’d qual-
ifi ed.

The trip represented an 
early component in their 
maturation from a life of 
unicorns, chocolate 
syrup and bedtime sto-
ries to endorsing the 
rights and responsibili-
ties of citizenship.

“I’m having fun with 
my friends,” trooper 
Josephine DeRosier said.

Daisies, ages 5 through 
7, are the fi rst level of the 
Girl Scout hierarchy.

“Today we are earning 
our Daisy for Democracy 
badge by learning about 

our local government,” 
said Kelly Wagner, one of 
four troop leaders.

“We are learning about 
what it means to partici-
pate in community gov-
ernment and about what 

the city council does,” 
said J.J. DeRosier, 
Josephine’s mother and a 
troop leader.

“The girls were really 
excited to meet the 
mayor and city clerk,” 

Wagner said. “This is the 
fi rst time many of them 
have been in a court-
room.”

With hope, the last.
“Today, we have the 

honor of hosting Daisies, 

who are learning how to 
be good community 
m e m b e r s , ”  M a y o r 
Michele Hodges said. 
“That’s important. To see 
them show leadership 
and build those skills 

makes for a great day.”
“They were so excited 

and enthusiastic,” City 
Clerk Bridgette Bowdler 
said. “I used to be a Girl 
Scout, so to be able to 
give back means a lot.”

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Learning the ropes of government

PHOTOS BY BRAD LINDBERG

Above, Josephine DeRosier, a member of Daisy Girl 
Scout Troop 78371 of Defer Elementary School, 
signs an oath to abide by principles of the Daisy for 
Democracy badge. City Clerk Bridgette Bowdler, a 
former Girl Scout, administered the oath verbally in 
city hall municipal court chambers. Right, it’s all 
smiles, mostly, for members of Defer Elementary 
School’s Daisy Girl Scout Troop 78371, earning 
their Daisy for Democracy badge by learning about 
local government at Grosse Pointe Park City Hall. In 
back, from left, are City Manager Nick Sizeland, 
Councilman Brent Dreaver, Mayor Michele Hodges 
and City Clerk Bridgette Bowdler.

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — Clerk Paul 
Antolin likes an orderly, 
clean voter registration 
list. For his efforts, he re-
cently received a 
Sunlight Award from the 
Michigan Fair Election 
Institute.

According to Patrice 
Johnson, founder and 
chairwoman of the MFEI, 
an investigation of the 
state’s Qualified Voter 
File last March found 
more than 10,000 redun-
dant voter registrations.

“They sent out a list of 
duplicates that should be 
off the rolls,” Antolin 
said. “Anytime we get a 
chance to clean up the 
rolls, we take advantage 
of it.”

Johnson said more 
than 800 emails were 
sent to municipal clerks 
around the state asking 
them to manage the 
issue.

“Your jurisdiction was 
one that demonstrated 
significant responsive-

ness and cooperation in 
addressing duplicate 
registrations,” Johnson 
wrote to Antolin in a let-
ter accompanying a cer-
tificate. “This award 
recognizes you as a 
Responsive Advocate for 
your outstanding dedica-
tion and exemplary ser-
vice in helping to remove 
redundancies from your 
local voter registration 
rolls.”

The award is named 
for U.S. Supreme Court 

Justice Louis Brandeis’s 
famous  s ta tement , 
“Sunlight is the best dis-
infectant.”

Johnson said of 1,521 
clerks throughout the 
state, 509 received the 
award. She said recipi-
ents have reduced redun-
dancies by an average of 
86 percent in their juris-
dictions, although just 17 
percent of redundancies 
have been removed 
statewide.

Antolin said the QVF is 

only as accurate as the 
information he receives.

“The biggest problem 
is when someone moves 
out of state,” he said. 
“When they register to 
vote after they move, we 
aren’t notifi ed.”

Moves within Michigan 
are easier to track.

“The communication 
a m o n g  c l e r k s  i n 
Michigan is great,” 
Antolin said, “because 
we’re all looking at the 
same database.”

Mayor Art Bryant said 
he was proud of Antolin.

“Paul has an excellent 
staff whom he has 
directed to do this job 
and many others in the 
new era of multiple ways 
of voting and tabulating 
votes,” he said.

Antolin joined the 
Woods as deputy clerk in 
March 2018 and was 
appointed clerk in April 
2022. Prior to that, he 
spent 17 years with the 
city of Romulus, includ-
ing 13 years in the clerk’s 
office, after getting a 
business degree from 
Wayne State University.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Woods clerk recognized for election work

Paul Antolin

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — As the holi-
day season begins, The 
Village is shining a spot-
light on the importance 
of shopping small, re-
minding the community 
that every purchase 
made locally strengthens 
the heart of the commu-
nity — its small business-
es.

“Our Village small 
businesses are more than 
storefronts; they are the 
backbone of our Grosse 
Pointe community,” said 
Cindy Willcock, execu-
tive director of Main 
Street Grosse Pointe. 
“When you choose to 
shop local, you’re invest-
ing in the people, creativ-
ity and character that 
make our community 
vibrant and welcoming.”

For Small Business 
Saturday, which is this 
weekend, Nov. 29, The 
Village will be offering 
special deals and give-
aways from participating 
businesses; seasonal 
décor and holiday cheer 

throughout The Village; 
and complimentary 
treats and warm bever-
ages offered at select 
spots.

The goal? To encour-
age Grosse Pointers to 
make local businesses 
their fi rst stop for holi-
day shopping.

Reasons to shop local 
this season include:

◆ dollars spent locally 
stay local, fueling jobs, 
services and reinvest-
ment in The Village; 

◆ from one-of-a-kind 
gifts to personalized ser-
vice, small businesses 
provide experiences not 
found anywhere else;

◆ and shopping small 
builds relationships 
between neighbors, busi-
ness owners and the 
community at large.

S m a l l  B u s i n e s s 
Saturday shoppers can 
enjoy hassle-free park-
ing, given parking is free 
in all off-street surface 
parking lots in The 

Shop Small Business 
Saturday in The Village

See SHOP, page 3A
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GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — Santa’s com-
ing to town and making 
several stops at The War 
Memorial in December.  

First up is the beloved 
annual tradition, Bedtime 
Stories with Santa, when 
kiddos in the community 
are invited to dress in 
their coziest Christmas 
pajamas and join Santa 
by the fi replace for story-
time, a sing-along and — 
certainly not to be 
forgotten — milk and 
cookies.

This year, Santa will 
read “The Little Reindeer” 
by Nicola Killen, which is 
an enchanting story of a 
little girl who wakes from 
her sleep to find a lost 
reindeer in the forest, 
after which the two go on 
a magical adventure 
together. 

Alongside personal vis-
its with Santa, The War 
Memorial new this year 
will have its in-house pho-
tographer, Inner Circle 
Photography, on hand to 
capture the moment with 
a professional photo, 

included with the ticket 
price. 

Parents also may pur-
chase for $20 a keepsake 
copy of “The Little 
Reindeer” signed by 
Santa, as well as a Little 
Reindeer plush stuffed 
animal for $12. 

Bedtime Stories with 
Santa takes place 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. and 7 to 8 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 7; 4 to 5 
p.m., 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
and 7 to 8 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 9; and 4 to 5 p.m., 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. and 7 to 
8 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 11. 

“Those always sell out, 
so we added a night this 

year,” said Jennifer 
Sutton, director of public 
programs and special 

events. “We usually just 
did it Sunday and 
Thursday, so (now) 
there’s additional chances 
for families.” 

Additionally, a special 
needs sensory-friendly 
seating option takes place 
4 to 5 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 
7. 

Free for attendees — 
register by emailing ce@
warmemorial.org — this 
offering is designed to be 
slower-paced and quieter 
in a small group setting. 

Aside from the free sen-
sory-friendly session, 
tickets to Bedtime Stories 
with Santa should be pur-
chased in advance and 

are $28 per child and $5 
per adult. 

Next up, the annual 
favorite Breakfast with 
Santa returns for two ses-
sions at 9:30 a.m. and 
12:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 
14. 

The highlight of the 
event, Santa is set to 
make his iconic entrance 
in a helicopter — though 
the preferred choice of 
transportation is weather 
permitting. 

“Last year, unfortu-

nately the helicopter 
could not land because of 
the rain,” Sutton recalled. 
“So he had to land at City 
Airport and then the 
Grosse Pointe fi refi ghters 
ended up helping us out 
and brought Santa in on a 
fi re truck.”

This year, in addition to 
the traditional menu pre-
pared by The War 
Memorial’s in-house chef, 
children and adults alike 
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marketed to be program-
mable for various color 
patterns — pink for 
breast cancer awareness 
month, green for St. 
Patrick’s Day, etc. — but 
never worked as they 
were supposed to. 

“They were coming to 
the end of their life cycle 

anyways,” Willcock said, 
“so because we had a 
couple strands out, it 
seemed like it was a good 
time rather than invest-
ing in trying to rectify 
that situation. We heard 
people and we had the 
opportunity to be a little 
proactive and get some 
new lights up there 
before they all quit func-
tioning.” 

— Laurel Kraus

ARCH:
Continued from page 1A

MONDAY, DEC. 1

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Committee-of-the-Whole 
meeting 7 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods City Council meeting, 7:15 
p.m.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 3

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods rescheduled Community 
Tree Commission meeting, 7 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park Holiday Beautifi cation 
Commission meeting, 7 p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC. 5

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Senior Citizens’ Holiday 
Social, 1 p.m.

SATURDAY, DEC. 6

 ◆ Brunch with Santa at Windmill Pointe Park, 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.

The Week Ahead

Village on Saturday, as 
well as every Saturday 
and Sunday unt i l 
Christmas courtesy of 
the City of Grosse Pointe 
and Main Street Grosse 
Pointe.

A full list of participat-
ing businesses and their 
special offers will be 
available on The Village 
Facebook page — face
book.com/thevi l lage
grossepointe — and to 

date includes:
Apple Blossom Baby & 

Kids, Dawood Boutique, 
El’s Boutique, Focus 313 
Eyecare,  Glitter & 
Scotch, J.McLaughlin, 
The League Shop, 
Lululemon, Newport, 
Pointel le,  Posterity 
Gallery, Savvy Chic 
Boutique, SideStreet 
Diner, Small Favors Gift 
Gallery & Small Favors 
Kids, The Spice and Tea 
Exchange, Susie at 
Home, Village Nutrition, 
Village Palm and The 
Whiskey Six.

SHOP:
Continued from page 2A

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — “Santa be-
longs in a children’s 
store,” said Anne 
Murphy, owner of Apple 
Blossom Baby in The 
Village, where Santa will 
set up shop on the lower 
level each Saturday from 
Thanksgiv ing  to 
Christmas. 

St. Nick will be ready 
to take photos and hear 
Christmas wishes from 9 
a.m. to noon Nov. 29, 
Dec. 6, Dec. 13 and Dec. 
20 — though the hours 
differ slightly Dec. 13, 
which is 10 a.m. to noon.

“We went with a candy 
stripe theme this year,” 
said Laura Clements, 
who creates a new design 
for Santa’s Workshop 
each year. “It happens to 
match the interior of the 

store, so that was our 
inspiration.”

The festivities also will 
include take-home orna-
ment kits and space for 
children to color and 
write letters to Santa.

“We have the mailbox 
that we provide every 
year, so of course they’re 
all immediately sent to 
the North Pole for Santa’s 
review,” Clements said. 

New this year, Santa 
will spend 9 to 10 a.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 13, at 
SideStreet Diner, 630 St. 
Clair, for a special 
Breakfast with Santa 
event, before heading 
back to his workshop at 
17110 Kercheval. Seating 
is fi rst come, fi rst served. 

Apple Blossom Baby 
also will host a special 
shopping event designed 

for children to do their 
own Christmas shopping 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 6.

Vendors will supply a 
variety of gift options 
including 3D-printed and 
engraved goods.

While the goal is to 
keep all items under $20, 
costs will be capped at 
$30. 

“When I was a kid, we 
would go to Hudson’s 
downtown and there was 
a special room,” Murphy 
recalled. “Your parents 
would give you an enve-
lope and it would say, 
‘I’m buying this for (this 
person) and I want to 
spend $5,’ and there 
would be people there to 
help you shop. That’s 
what I want to do here.”

— Laurel Kraus

Santa is back in town

PHOTO BY LAUREL KRAUS

Santa’s Workshop this year follows a candy stripe theme surrounding The 
Village’s traditional big, green chair, which is all ready for St. Nick.

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

War Memorial welcomes Santa’s return for books, breakfast

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE WAR MEMORIAL

A magical moment in time captured during last 
year’s Bedtime Stories with Santa at The War 
Memorial.

See SANTA, page 4A
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Think of the chutzpah 
it took to do this.

While a teenager, 
Cecelia Brooks worked 
part-time as a bill collec-
tor for Jacobson’s 
department store in The 
Village.

“I was fearless,” she 
said.

She got the job through 
the Grosse Pointe South 
High School co-op pro-
gram. Her prior work 
experience consisted of 
clerking at Fairfax 
Market in the Park.

From Brooks’ desk in 
Jacobson’s basement 
behind the customer ser-
vice department, she 
learned about life while 
dunning people many 
times her age and eco-
nomic status.

“When you’re a teen-
ager calling on 30-, 60- 
and 90-day past-due 
accounts in Grosse 
Pointe, it can be very 
interesting,” Brooks 
said. “That’s where I 
learned how to manage 
people from every walk 
of life. I was really cre-
ative.”

She wanted to out-
shine everyone in the 
department.

“I’m not a competitive 
person, but I like to suc-
ceed,” she said.

Here’s where it gets 
brassy.

“One time, I couldn’t 
get a person to call me 
back,” Brooks said. “So I 
called their next-door 
neighbor and asked 
them to knock on their 
neighbor’s door and 
h a v e  t h e m  c a l l 
Jacobson’s because we 
were looking for them.”

Fact is, there was no 

Cecelia Brooks. It was a 
fake name, the nom de 
plume of Jaime Rae 
Turnbull.

“I didn’t want people 
to know who was actu-
ally calling them — I was 
a bill collector,” Turnbull 
said. “I needed the 
Cecelia Brooks name 
because I knew these 
people. I went to school 
with some of their fami-
lies. My parents knew 
some of them.”

But it was fun.
“It was back in the 

good old days of 
Jacobson’s,” Turnbull 
said.

She used her real 
name for everything 
else.

“At night, I was a bar-
tender and waiter at the 
original Tom’s Oyster 
Bar,” Turnbull said. “Put 
all that together and I 
launched into my aca-
demic experience. I’m a 
driven, hardworking, 
entrepreneurial individ-
ual.”

She went to college at 
Northwood University, 
where the focus always 
has been on business.

“That  exper ience 
shaped strong values 
that my parents had of 
hard work and put me on 
a trajectory of being an 
entrepreneurial spirit 
very much in support of 
free enterprise, which 
was all  about the 
N o r t h w o o d  i d e a , ” 
Turnbull said.

No doubt she’s driven.
“There was nothing 

too challenging for me to 
wrap my arms around,” 
she said. “That’s how I 
started my career. I 
called Keith Crain my 
senior year every Friday 
and asked for a job until 
he finally said, ‘OK, 

come in.’ I got a job as 
assistant sales promo-
tion manager at Crain’s 
Detroit Business and 
helped get Crain’s rela-
tively new publication 
out into the business 
community.”

One day a conversa-
tion went something like 
this:

“Mr. Crain came to me 
and said, ‘I’ve got a job 
for you at the College for 
Creat ive  Studies , ’ ” 
Turnbull said. “‘I want 
you to put on a charity 
event for the Walter Buhl 
Ford Award Dinner at 
the DIA. I’m going to 
give you my Rolodex and 
I’d like you to help my 
wife and her co-chair 
raise $250,000.’”

“I said, ‘Sure, I can do 
that,’” Turnbull said.

She was 22.
“That was the begin-

ning of my fundraising,” 
she said.

From fundraising for 
CCS and doing the same 
for the Karmanos Cancer 
Institute, the A. A. Van 
Elslander Foundation, 
Kid Rock’s charity foun-
dation, the Tom and 
Holly Gores Foundation 
and more — either as an 
employee of the organi-
zations or through her 
communications con-
sulting fi rm — Turnbull 
built a reputation that 
sits well with big-name 
clients.

“I’ve built trust with 
many incredible people 
throughout my career,” 
Turnbull said. “I don’t 
know if I ever really 
interviewed for any job I 
had.”

Her switch from 
Karmanos to Neiman 
Marcus and beyond are 
examples.

“Ne iman  Marcus 

approached me about 
being the public rela-
tions manager because 
of my network and the 
way I’d integrated myself 
into the philanthropic 
community,” Turnbull 
said. “When I left Neiman 
Marcus, it was because 
the CEO of Victor 
International came to me 
to run their marketing 
department at Bay 
Harbor .  That  was 
another person who 
believed in me and saw 
my capabilities. I sold 
hundreds of millions of 
dollars’ worth of real 
e s ta te  fo r  V ic tor 
International and was 
their spokesperson, 
launched their project in 
the Virgin Islands and 
sold Turtle Lake, a gated 
community in Bloomfi eld 
Hills.”

Work in the Virgin 
Islands included helping 
establish a relief pro-
gram to rebuild a high 
school on the island 
Tortola, post Hurricane 
Irma 2017.

“I wanted to make sure 
those kids didn’t have to 
operate out of an old 
warehouse,” Turnbull 
said. “Building on an 
island is a whole other 
level of logistics. You’ve 
got to bring in everything 
through containers. It’s 
very complicated. The 
people there are rooted 
in their faith, which I 
admire. They are more in 
tune with their faith and 
family than with fi nanc-
ing and money.”

One of her proudest 
accomplishments was 
producing an event for 
Crain’s at Michigan 
Central Station in 2017.

“I had to prepare that 
building with the owners 
for 450 people to attend 
the grand-opening night 
of Detroit Homecoming,” 
Turnbull said. “That fur-
thered d iscuss ions 
between the Maroun 
(station owners) and 
Ford families.

The Marouns sold the 
station to Ford the fol-
lowing year.

Turnbull credited the 
homecoming as impetus 
for the station being res-
cued by Ford Motor Co.

“All those folks got 
together and recognized 
the potential,” Turnbull 
said.

She said most high-
profile entrepreneurs 
with whom she’s associ-
ated share two charac-
teristics.

“For the most part, 
they are incredibly phil-
anthropic,” Turnbull 
said. “That has been a 
common thread — entre-
preneurial and philan-
thropic. Because I’ve 
become somewhat of a 
go-to for people, I’ve 
been able to use my 
sales, marketing and 
fundraising to traverse 
many different unique 
projects and people. For 
the most part, all the cli-
ents I worked with have 
had the commitment to 
giving back.”

She said she helped 

the Van Elslanders grant 
$4 million so the Full 
Circle Foundation could 
acquire property on 
Jefferson in the Park, 
open an expanded resale 
shop and more.

“To see the joy that 
happened when Full 
Circle retail operations 
opened — these are 
things that make our 
community a commu-
nity,” Turnbull said.

She also was executive 
director of the A. Paul 
and Carol C. Schaap 
C e n t e r  f o r  t h e 
Performing Arts and 
Richard and Jane 
Manoogian Art Gallery. 
As the opening of the 
center nears, Turnbull is 
helping the new director 
fi t into the role.

“I’ve always been 
involved with projects 
that were complex,” 
Turnbull said. “I’m 
proud of the Schaap 
Center being part of the 
cultural corridor that is 
emerging between the 
Ford House, Grosse 
Pointe War Memorial 
and goes into Detroit to 
Pewabic Pottery, the 
Shepherd and Belle Isle 
— a lot of these remark-
able institutions.”

All of her activities 
happened while working 
as a real estate agent.

“In 2024, I was a top 
real estate producer with 
o u r  f a m i l y - o w n e d 
agency, Higbie Maxon 
Agney, and sold the most 
expensive home in all of 
Grosse Pointe  for 
$4,175,000 while raising 
funds for the arts cen-
ter,” Turnbull said.

She also organized 
restoration of the over-
grown and unkempt Fox 
Massacre historical 
marker on Windmill 
P o i n t e  D r i v e  a t 
Lakepointe.

“I feel really, really 
good about our fi nancial 
and beautifi cation com-
mitment to that story,” 
Turnbull said. “Phillip 
Morici from fl eurdetroit, 
a remarkable resident, 
donated his design ser-
vices and worked with 
my husband and I. We 
beautified part of the 
boulevard to properly 
recognize that historical 
marker. Now it’s a gath-
ering place of refl ection. 
That is refl ective of the 
way my family and our 
values have put me 
where I’m at today.”

If Turnbull could go 
back in time and give 
advice to her alter ego, 
Cecelia Brooks, she’d 
tell her what she already 
knew:

“Work hard. Take 
risks. Keep your head 
down. In the end, you 
want honesty, integrity 
and hard work to defi ne 
you.”

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Driven to succeed

COURTESY PHOTO

Jaime Rae Turnbull in the British Virgin Islands.

can enjoy a chicken and 
waffl e station. 

The fun also includes a 
make-and-take craft, 
meet-and-greet with 
Santa and a make-your-
own hot cocoa station. 

Tickets are $45 per 
child — children 2 and 
younger are free — and 
$67.50 per adult. 

“We are doing a slightly 
lower capacity just to 
make sure that everybody 
has the best experience 
for both (sessions),” 
Sutton noted. 

In addition to The War 
Memorial ’s  family-
focused holiday program-
ming, the organization 
this year is adding a Merry 
& Bright Holiday Dinner 
Party in the historic Alger 
house from 6:30 to 9:30 
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 18. 

The 21-and-older event 

features a three-course 
holiday meal by Executive 
Chef Joe Paxton, followed 
by a performance in the 
ballroom by Detroit 
crooner Ben Sharkey.

While the dinner is sold 
out, $21 tickets remain 
for the concert, for which 
doors open at 8 p.m.

“The holidays are a 
time to come together, 
reflect on what matters 
most and create lasting 
memories with those we 
love,” said Maria Miller, 
president and CEO of The 
War Memorial, in a 
release. “Through our 
Hol iday Tradit ions 
events, we are proud to 
offer families and friends 
meaningful opportunities 
to connect, celebrate and 
experience the magic of 
the season right here at 
The War Memorial.” 

To purchase tickets or 
register for any holiday 
event, visit warmemorial.
org/holidaytraditions.

SANTA:
Continued from page 3A
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City of Grosse Pointe

Porch pirate
An Amazon package 

containing a $980 mixer 
was stolen from a Village 
Lane porch Thursday, 
Nov. 20.

Dodge 
entertainment 
systems stolen

Two Dodge Rams 
parked at an area hospi-
tal were broken into and 
had their center console 
entertainment systems 
stolen around noon 
Friday, Nov. 21.

The suspects drove a 
dark-colored SUV.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Intoxicated
For speeding 49 mph 

along Moross at 1:41 

p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 18, a 
73-year-old Detroit man 
was pulled over and sub-
sequently arrested for 
operating while intoxi-
cated.

Disorderly
A 45-year-old Detroit 

man was arrested for a 
disorderly conduct war-
rant out of the Farms at 
5:43 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 
20, after being pulled 
over at Mack and Moross 
for driving without head-
lights. 

Expired
A 42-year-old San 

Antonio man was cited 
for an expired license 
plate and no insurance 
when pulled over on 
Mack at 8:14 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 20. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Park

Caught in act
Three scammers were 

arrested shortly before 
5:30 p.m. Monday, Nov. 
17, trying to track down 
a package of iPhones 
they are accused of 
fraudulently arranging to 
be shipped to a residence 
in the 1400 block of 
Bishop.

The Park resident was 
tipped off when a parcel 
company notifi ed him the 
phones were on their 
way.

“The victim did not 
order phones and the 
package was stopped 
before it was delivered,” 
a Park investigator said. 

“The victim noticed (an) 
unknown person looking 
for the package on his 
porch and contacted 
police.”

Arrested were a woman 
and two men, all from 
Detroit.

Car recovered
The alley between the 

1400 blocks of Maryland 
and Lakepointe was the 
scene last week of a 
recovered stolen vehicle.

At 1:40 a.m. Tuesday, 
Nov. 18, a nearby resi-
dent reported to police 
hearing a crash in the 
alley.

“Officers found an 
unoccupied 2009 GMC 
Acadia still running in 
the alley that had struck 
another vehicle,” accord-
ing to police. “No per-
sons were on scene.”

The Acadia owner said 
the vehicle had been 

parked at his residence 
with the key fob inside.

“Surveillance video 
showed two suspects 
running from the area,” 
police said.

Drunken driving
When Park police 

pulled over a 46-year-old 
female motorist from 
Detroit at 8:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 18, for 
driving on Mack near 
Devonshire without 
using her vehicle’s head-
lights, they discovered 
she was drunk and put 
her under arrest.

Stolen vehicle
A 2023 Ford Explorer, 

reportedly parked in the 
driveway of a house in 
the 600 block of 
Westchester with the key 
fob in the vehicle, was 
s to len  a t  3  a .m. 

Wednesday, Nov. 19.
— Brad Lindberg

Report information 
about these and other 
crimes to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public Safety 
Department, (313) 822-
7400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Nothing to report per 
dispatch.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about crime to Grosse 
Pointe Shores Public 
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Nothing to report per 
dispatch.

—Ted O’Neil 
Report information 

about crime to Grosse 
Pointe Woods Public 
Safety, (313) 343-2400.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

GROSSE POINTE SHORES — 
The public safety department has 
promoted Sgt. Ryan Wilson to the 
rank of lieutenant, with Mayor Ted 
Kedzierski administering the oath 
of offi ce at the Tuesday, Nov. 18, 
city council meeting. 

Wilson, 36, has been with the 
department since 2016. He is a 
2007 graduate of L’Anse Creuse 
High School and obtained an asso-
ciate’s degree in fi re science from 
Macomb Community College. 

“It took a lot of energy and 
focus,” Wilson said of receiving 
the promotion three years after 
obtaining the rank of sergeant. “It 
was quite a bit of stress having a 
young family, studying for the 
written exam and getting ready for 
the oral boards, but I thought it 
could help the department 
advance.”

Ryan and his wife, Caroline, 
have three young daughters.

“He is a great father, husband, 
police offi cer and a fantastic guy,” 
Public Safety Director Ken 
Werenski said of Wilson. “He is a 
leader and an exemplary 
employee.”

Wilson was hired by the Shores 
in 2015, and attended the police 
academy in 2016. He got his para-
medic certifi cation in 2013, and 
went through the Oakland 
Community College fi re academy 
in 2014. 

Wilson said he enjoys using all 
facets of his training and wants to 
retire from the Shores.

“I enjoy doing all three,” he said. 
“Becoming a paramedic was hard 
and I don’t ever want to not use 
that. It’s how I got my initial start 
and then grew into the other 
things.”

Wilson is part of the detective 
bureau and has taken classes on 
topics such as stolen auto identifi -
cation techniques, evidentiary 
photography, speed measurement 
and investigative statement analy-

sis. 
He’s also a fi eld training offi cer, 

a fi re instructor and oversees the 
department’s license plate readers.

“LPRs have some pretty strict 
guidelines, but they’ve been 
extremely benefi cial to our investi-
gations,” he noted.

Since joining the department, 
Wilson has received several unit 
commendations, as well as a life-
saving award in 2016, and the 
Director’s Award in 2019.

It was a TV show that led to 
Wilson’s career choice. 

“We used to watch a TV show 
growing up called ‘Rescue 911’ 
and it really sparked my interest,” 
he told the Grosse Pointe News in 
2022, after being promoted to ser-
geant. “Being able to help people 
in their worst time of need is a 
great feeling.” 

The show, hosted by William 
Shatner, ran from 1989 to 1996, 
and featured reenactments, with 
occasional real footage, of 911 
calls.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Shores promotes newest lieutenant

COURTESY PHOTO

Ryan Wilson’s daughters pin a lieutenant badge on 
their father during his promotion ceremony.

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — As he passed 
the gavel to newly elected 
Mayor John Gillooly at last 
Monday’s council meet-
ing, former Farms Mayor 
Louis Theros was recog-
nized with several honors 
— not the least of which 
was his name permanently 
placed above the room’s 
entrance.

Within the newly chris-
tened “Louis Theros 
Council Chambers/Court,” 
Sen. Kevin Hertel and 
State Rep. Veronica Paiz 
presented Theros with a 
special tribute from the 
state of Michigan congrat-

ulating him on his retire-
ment.

“It is a great pleasure to 
congratulate Louis Theros 
on his retirement as 
Mayor of Grosse Pointe 
Farms,” the plaque reads. 
“Louis’s dedication and 
continuous efforts to bet-
ter the lives of others have 
left an enduring mark on 
our community.”

Theros was elected to 
city council in 2001, serv-
ing for 16 years until 2017, 
when he successfully ran 
for mayor in the city’s fi rst 
contested mayoral elec-
tion in more than a decade. 

He served as chairman 
of the audit and budget 
committee, chairman of 
the ordinance committee 

and as a member of the 
personnel committee and 
retirement system boards.

The state’s tribute — 
which also was signed by 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 
and Lt. Gov. Garlin 
Gilchrist II — recognized 
Theros’ background as a 
labor lawyer, equipping 
him to push for policies 
that kept the city finan-
cially stable with a dedi-
cated workforce. It also 
referenced the former 
mayor’s work to secure a 
grant that reimbursed the 
Farms for costs incurred 
while maintaining the 
Highland Park Pumping 
Station.  

“Throughout his time in 
public office, Mayor 
Theros consistently priori-
tized the needs of the com-
munity, working to ensure 
that Grosse Pointe Farms 
remain a community 
where families will thrive 
for generations to come,” 
the tr ibute reads. 
“Therefore, this document 
is signed and dedicated to 
commending Louis 
Theros on his retirement 
as Mayor of Grosse Pointe 
Farms. We appreciate his 
dedication to our commu-
nity and wish him contin-
ued success as he starts 
this new chapter with his 
wife, Patti, and their fam-
ily.”

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Council chambers named in honor of former mayor
State Rep. 
Veronica Paiz 
and Sen. Kevin 
Hertel present 
Theros with a 
special tribute 
from the state 
of Michigan 
congratulating 
him on his re-
tirement 
Monday, Nov. 
10. 

PHOTOS BY 
RENEE LANDUYT

The Grosse 
Pointe 
Farms coun-
cil cham-
bers and 
courtroom 
have been 
named in 
honor of 
former 
Mayor 
Louis 
Theros in 
recognition 
of his 24 
years on city 
council, 
eight of 
those as 
mayor.

See THEROS, page 8A
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GROSSE POINTE 7-DAY
WEATHER FORECAST

360

250

Cloudy

 20%
SUNRISE 
7:37 am
SUNSET
5:02 pm

350

220

Mostly
Cloudy

 0%
SUNRISE 
7:38 am
SUNSET
5:01 pm

350

250

Mostly
Cloudy

 30%
SUNRISE 
7:39 am
SUNSET
5:01 pm

400

360

Rain &
Snow

 60%
SUNRISE 
7:40 am
SUNSET
5:01 pm

540

300

Chance
Rain

 40%
SUNRISE 
7:41 am
SUNSET
5:00 pm

540

290

Cloudy

 20%
SUNRISE 
7:42 am
SUNSET
5:00 pm

340

200

Cloudy

 20%
SUNRISE 
7:43 am
SUNSET
5:00 pm

THU  FRI  SAT SUN  MON  TUE  WED

November 27 –
December 3

Weather data courtesy of Channel 4, WDIV Detroit • ClickOnDetroit.com

R
esearch indicates that across the 
globe, numerous other nations 
celebrate their version of 
Thanksgiving.

The list includes Barbados, 
Brazil,  Canada, China, 

Germany, Ghana, Grenada, Italy, Japan, 
Liberia, Malaysia, Netherlands, Philippines, 
Rwanda, Saint Lucia, South India, South Korea, 
United Kingdom and Vietnam.

Here are the traditions in some of those coun-
tries:

Canada
Canada’s fi rst Thanksgiving was reportedly 

celebrated in 1579. A feast was organized by 
English explorer Martin Frobisher giving 
thanks for his sailing ship’s successful voyage 
to North America. Thanksgiving in Canada is 
celebrated the second Monday in October. 
Their foods are similar to what Americans eat 
with turkey, stuffi ng and sweet potatoes.

China
On the 15th day of the eighth month of the 

lunar cycle, Chinese families come together for 
a three-day feast known as the Moon Festival. 
It takes place during the harvest moon, which 
is the full moon closest to the Autumnal 
Equinox (beginning of the fall season.)  

In addition to lighting lanterns and dragon 
dances, the most notable tradition is the 
mooncake that’s offered as sacrifi ce to the 
moon and eaten in celebration of the holiday. 
Mooncakes are a spongy pastry fi lled with 
sesame seeds, ground lotus seeds and a salted 
duck egg yolk in the center which symbolizes 
the full moon.

Netherlands
The Dutch Thanksgiving has historic 

American ties. The holiday is primarily con-
ducted in the city of Leiden celebrating the 
Dutch who settled in the American colonies 
(nearly 40 percent of adults on the Mayfl ower 
came from the Netherlands).

The Dutch also observe Thanksgiving on the 
fourth Thursday of November. Rather than a 
meal, they attend a non-denominational church 
service followed by coffee and cookies being 
served.

Germany
Germany’s Thanksgiving is known as 

Erntedankfest, which translates to “harvest 
thank festival.” It and those from other 
European countries date before Christianity.

Their Thanksgiving image is a cornucopia 
(also known as a horn of plenty) that actually 
comes from a European pagan tradition where 
farmers would fi ll a curved goat horn with 
fruits, vegetables and grains as a thanks for the 
bounty provided by the previous season’s labor.

Erntedankfest takes place the fi rst Sunday of 
October. German communities take their fes-
tivities to the streets and town squares with 

parades, music, dancing and, of course, food.
Because turkey, a bird native to North 

America, is not as common in Germany, their 
meal would offer chicken or goose.

Brazil
In the 1940s when a Brazilian ambassador 

returned from a November trip to the United 
States, he brought back with him the tradition 
of America’s Thanksgiving.

Brazil’s Thanksgiving, the fourth Thursday 
in November, is called Dia de Acao de Gracias. 
Their holiday begins with church service and 
then turns into a carnival-like celebration with 
a gigantic party in the streets. Like in America, 
festive meals are served around this unoffi cial 
holiday.

Liberia
Liberia’s Thanksgiving was established 

when freed slaves from the United States 
returned to this country around 1820. It was 
declared a holiday in the 1880s and is predom-
inantly celebrated by Christians. Their tradi-
tions include auctioning off fruit-filled 
cornucopias at their church and then returning 
home to enjoy a large feast with their families. 
The meal consists of a bird with plenty of 
spices as well as mashed cassava (also a root 
vegetable) instead of mashed potatoes

Liberia celebrates on November’s first 
Thursday.

Japan
Each Nov. 23, Japan celebrates Kinro Kansha 

no Hi, known as Labor Thanksgiving Day. 
Similar to America’s Labor Day, this is a public 
holiday to honor and thank community work-
ers. While there are no big meals or parades, 
there is the Nagano Labor Festival. Local orga-
nizations sponsor the festival bringing aware-
ness to environmental and human rights issues. 
Elementary-age children also make crafts for 
labor workers as a sign of gratitude.
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what’s up
with tom and

why’s he hanging
out in here?

he said
something about if he

was ever going to really 
KNOW what it’s like being

a CHICKEN...

CLUCK,
CLUCK,
CLUCK...

CHIRP,
CHIRP...

...that we
should let him

hang out in HERE
with us for about a

WEEK!

ILLUSTRATION BY KEN SCHOP

This is the transcript for President Abraham 
Lincoln’s Thanksgiving Proclamation from Oct. 3, 
1863.

T
he year that is drawing toward its 
close has been fi lled with the bless-
ings of fruitful fi elds and healthful 
skies. To these bounties, which are so 
constantly enjoyed that we are prone 
to forget the source from which they 

come, others have been added, which are of so ex-
traordinary a nature that they cannot fail to pene-
trate and even soften the heart which is habitually 
insensible to the everwatchful providence of 
Almighty God. 

In the midst of a civil war of unequaled magni-
tude and severity, which has sometimes seemed 
to foreign states to invite and provoke their 
aggressions, peace has been preserved with all 
nations, order has been maintained, the laws have 
been respected and obeyed and harmony has pre-
vailed everywhere, except in the theater of mili-
tary conflict; while that theater has been greatly 
contracted by the advancing armies and navies of 
the Union. 

Needful diversions of wealth and of strength 
from the fields of peaceful industry to the national 
defense have not arrested the plow, the shuttle or 
the ship; the ax has enlarged the borders of our 
settlements, and the mines, as well of iron and 
coal as of the precious metals, have yielded even 
more abundantly than heretofore. Population has 
steadily increased, notwithstanding the waste that 
has been made in the camp, the siege and the bat-
tlefield, and the country, rejoicing in the con-
sciousness of augmented strength and vigor, is 
permitted to expect continuance of years with 
large increase of freedom. 

No human counsel hath devised, nor hath any 
mortal hand worked out these great things. They 
are the gracious gifts of the Most High God, who 
while dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath 
nevertheless remembered mercy.

It has seemed to me fit and proper that they 
should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully 
acknowledged as with one heart and one voice by 
the whole American people. I do, therefore, invite 
my fellow-citizens in every part of the United 
States, and also those who are at sea and those 
who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart 
and observe the last Thursday of November next 
as a Day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our benef-
icent Father who dwelleth in the heavens. And I 
recommend to them that, while offering up the 
ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular 
deliverances and blessings, they do also, with 
humble penitence for our national perverseness 
and disobedience, commend to His tender care all 
those who have become widows, orphans, mourn-
ers or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in 
which we are unavoidably engaged, and fervently 
implore the interposition of the Almighty hand to 
heal the wounds of the nation, and to restore it, 
as soon as may be consistent with the Divine pur-
poses, to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, 
tranquility and union. In testimony whereof, I 
have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of 
the United States to be affixed. Done at the city of 
Washington, this third day of October, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-
three, and of the Independence of the United 
States the eighty-eighth.

Happy 
Thanksgiving

Happy Thanksgiving from around the world

OUR VIEW

G U E S T  V I E W  By Jeffrey D. Brasie

See GUEST, page 7A

LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes letters to the editor. 

All letters should be typed and signed with the writer’s full 

name and local address, as well as a daytime telephone 

number for verifi cation or questions. Letters longer than 

300 words may be edited for length. All letters may be

edited for content. We reserve the right to refuse any

letter. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. Monday. Letters 

may be submitted via email to editor@grossepointenews.

com or by fi lling out the letters form on our website, 

grossepointenews.com.

Expecting more
To the Editor:

I attended the public evaluation of 
Superintendent Dr. Andrea Tuttle last week 
and was one of many residents who spoke 
during public comment. What disturbed me 
most wasn’t just the tone of the evaluation, 
it was the contempt shown for the public.

Many in the audience stood up to voice our 
support for Dr. Tuttle and to call out the hos-
tility and lack of professionalism we were 
witnessing from the board. In response, 
Trustee Laura Hull dismissed us as merely a 
“vocal minority.” That was not only insulting, 
it was revealing.

School board members are elected to rep-
resent their constituents, not to belittle or 
ignore them. To write off an engaged group 

See LETTERS, page 7A
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of parents and residents 
as insignificant is the 
height of arrogance. But 
coming from a former 
teacher in our district, it’s 
even worse.

Trustee Hull spent 
years in our classrooms, 
shaping young minds. 
She should know the 
value of listening, the 
harm of dismissal and the 
damage done by model-
ing hostility and disre-
gard. That she now 
shrugs off her own com-
munity speaks volumes. 
Frankly, it’s a betrayal of 
everything we hope our 
educators stand for. We 
expect more from some-
one who once held the 
responsibility of teaching 
our children.

That night, I recited a 
few lines from Kipling’s 
“If—.” The words seemed 
appropriate given the 
ugliness unfolding:

“If you can keep your 
head when all about you

“Are losing theirs and 
blaming it on you,

“If you can trust your-
self when all men doubt 
you,

“But make allowance 
for their doubting too;

“If you can wait and not 
be tired by waiting,

“Or being lied about, 
don’t deal in lies,

“Or being hated, don’t 
give way to hating.”
RICHARD SCHROEDER

Grosse Pointe Park

Appalling
To The Editor:

I have been watching 
the school board meet-
ings for many years, but 
never more closely than 
since January 2023. 
While there has always 
been some degree of con-
tention at these meetings 
among board members, 
what I witnessed at the 
recent evaluation of Dr. 
Andrea Tuttle shocked 
the conscience.

I attended the meeting 
in person and could only 
sit through the fi rst por-
tion before I had to leave. 
It was that upsetting. 
Later, I steeled myself to 
watch the rest online. I 
have never seen anything 
so vindictive, mean spir-
ited and personal in a 
professional setting.  The 
animosity that board 
P r e s i d e n t  C o l l e e n 
Worden displayed toward 
Dr. Tuttle was beyond 
inappropriate. It was 
appalling.

I co-founded a com-
pany in 1997 that grew 
from seven employees to 
over 2,500. I served as 
chief operating offi cer for 
nearly two decades, with 
dozens of directors and 
vice presidents reporting 
to me. I conducted hun-

dreds of evaluations 
always focused on perfor-
mance and professional-
ism. I also served on 
private boards, nonprofi t 
foundations and charita-
ble organizations. Never 
in any of these settings 
have I seen someone 
treated the way Dr. Tuttle 
was that evening. It sim-
ply does not happen in 
any functional profes-
sional environment. And 
for what? Dr. Tuttle is an 
objectively outstanding 
leader. Her results speak 
for themselves and were 
laid out clearly in her 
evaluation. But those 
results were dismissed 
and ignored by someone 
more interested in push-
ing a personal narrative 
than acknowledging real 
progress.

I hope Dr. Tuttle 
chooses to stay and con-
tinue leading our schools. 
But if she walks away 
after being publicly 
humiliated like that, I 
would not blame her one 
bit.

Watching a dedicated 
publ ic  servant  be 
degraded by someone 
who clearly does not 
understand her role as 
chair of the board was 
one of the saddest 
moments I have wit-
nessed.

SHERY COTTON
Grosse Pointe Park

See for yourself
To the Editor:

Anyone who cares 
about the future of Grosse 
Pointe schools should 
make time to watch the 
e v a l u a t i o n  o f 
Superintendent Dr. 
Andrea Tuttle. It is posted 
on the Alliance for Grosse 
Pointe Public Schools 
YouTube page and while 
it is diffi cult to watch at 
times, it reveals much 
about what is happening 
at the board table.

This board recently 
asked the community to 
approve a major bond 
and, in doing so, they 
spoke glowingly about 
our schools. They told us 
we had a strong district 
worth investing in, with a 
capable administration 
leading the way. That 
message, however, did 
not seem to match what 
unfolded during our 

board’s evaluation of Dr. 
Tuttle.

B o a r d  P r e s i d e n t 
Colleen Worden, along 
with trustees Valarie St. 
John, Laura Hull and 
Clint Derringer, took a 
very different tone. Their 
remarks were not only 
sharply critical, but often 
personal, and they spoke 
about our schools as if 
they were in crisis. The 
contrast from the bond 
messaging was striking.

At the same time, other 
trustees including Sean 
Cotton, Ginny Jeup and 
Tim Klepp, gave Dr. 
Tuttle a far more accurate 
and positive review. They 
highlighted the progress 
the district is making and 
the calm, professional 
leadership she brings. 
Their words aligned with 
the success many of us 
have seen fi rsthand.

This leaves residents 
with a choice to consider. 
Are we to believe the 
uplifting message shared 
when they wanted our 
support, or the negative 
version put forward dur-
ing the evaluation?

The answers are not 
hidden. The video is there 
for anyone to see. If you 
care about the truth and 
the future of our schools, 
it is imperative that you 
watch and take part as a 
resident of GPPSS in sup-
port of our excellent 
Superintendent, Dr. 
Tuttle. 

KATE HOPPER
Grosse Pointe Farms

Per tradition
To the Editor:

In her letter in last 
week’s paper (“Holding 
Breath”), Ms. Ellis posed 
several answered ques-
tions, in between getting 
my politics a bit side-
ways. (Democrat? Sure, 
2016 and 2020. Sanders 
supporter? Yes, along 
with 500,000+ other 
Michiganders. Socialist? 
No, and if you’re asking, 
I’m perfectly comfortable 
with a mixed economy.)

It was surprising to see 
such concern from a 
Grosse Pointe Park resi-
dent about how we do 
things in Grosse Pointe 
Farms. Had she watched 
the council meeting (or 
glanced at the story on 
the following page), she 

might have realized that 
her “concerns” about 
how I became mayor pro 
tem were addressed. 
When Councilwoman 
Konrad Wilberding 
declined another term as 
mayor pro tem, my col-
leagues nominated me as 
next in line, consistent 
with a tradition estab-
lished after the Farms 
shifted to the direct elec-
tion of its mayor in 2003.

More importantly, it 
refl ected how our council 
works. In his fi rst remarks 
as mayor, John Gillooly 
noted that well over 90 
percent — likely closer to 
95 percent — of our votes 
are unanimous. That’s 
not because we think 
alike about state or 
national politics. It’s 
because we don’t bring 
state or national partisan-
ship into the council 
chambers. We sit as 
neighbors, look for com-
mon ground and focus on 
the work of local govern-
ment.

That’s been my experi-
ence: seven people with 
different perspectives 
and backgrounds solving 
problems together with 

mutual respect. That col-
laborative culture is why 
the rotating mayor pro 
tem tradition matters. It 
prevents factionalism, 
supports shared respon-
sibility and reinforces 
that each of us is there to 
serve the entire commu-
nity, not a political team.

At a moment when 
many Americans are 
exhausted by division, 
that neighbor-to-neigh-
bor approach is worth 
protecting. It has been an 
honor to serve Grosse 
Pointe Farms in this spirit 
and I remain committed 
to doing so going for-
ward.

NEIL SROKA
Mayor Pro Tem

Grosse Pointe Farms

Clear to the 
community
To the Editor:

So Grosse Pointe has 
received an unmodifi ed 
or “clean” opinion on 
basic financial state-
ments and the federal 
program audit for the 
2024-25 school year. This 
is not an unusual occur-
rence for our school dis-

trict as even during the 
2020-21 school year, 
when the district lost 
over $5.1 million in fund 
equity under the guid-
ance of then-Superinten-
dent Jon Dean and 
T r e a s u r e  C o l l e e n 
Worden, the district still 
received and unmodifi ed 
or “clean” opinion.

The required state 
audit conducted annually 
by Plante Moran bases its 
evaluation on following 
sound fi nancial practices 
and principles of account-
ing. The audit is not rated 
on fi nancial performance. 
Financial performance 
and fiscal stewardship 
show up in other fi nan-
cial ratings such as the 
Moody’s investors ser-
vice credit rating, which 
was just upgraded from 
A1 to Aa3. This credit rat-
ing upgrade will attract 
more investors and lower 
the interest rates Grosse 
Pointe pays for upcoming 
bond sale. 

This improvement is a 
direct result of the work 
done by the board mem-
bers in early 2023, despite 

11
27

25

Your Comfort Is Our GoalYour Comfort Is Our Goal
•• HeatingHeating •• CoolingCooling •• Humidifi ers Humidifi ers 

•• Air CleanersAir Cleaners •• Rheem Air ConditionersRheem Air Conditioners

586-293-6883
PriebeMechanical.comPriebeMechanical.com

Heating & CoolingHeating & Cooling

CALL TODAY 
FOR FREE

QUOTE

Offering GeneratorsOffering Generators

112725

Malaysia
In late May Malaysia celebrates a 

Kaamatan harvest festival with a two-
day public holiday. The festival is in trib-
ute to the goddess Huminodun, who was 
sacrifi ced to save people from famine. 
Rice is the main ingredient in dishes 
served during this festival, along with 
drinking Tapia rice wines. The festival 
ends with a ceremony complete with 
games, songs and dance.

United Kingdom
With a historic and turbulent revolu-

tion between America and the U.K., it is 
interesting they conduct a similar cele-
bration. Britons, in fact, embrace 

America’s Thanksgiving tradition. 
Research conducted in 2014 reveals one 
in six Brits partake in Thanksgiving fes-
tivities. Some people celebrate because 
they experienced the holiday while 
abroad in the U.S. and fell in love with 
the traditions. Others celebrate because 
they’re expats and want to keep the tra-
dition alive. The holiday is unoffi cially 
dubbed “Brits-giving.”

Jeffrey D. Brasie is a retired health care 
CEO. He frequently writes feature stories 
and op-eds for various newspapers, mag-
azines, and social media sites. As a 
Vietnam-era veteran, he served in the 
U.S. Navy and U.S. Naval Reserve. He 
served on the public affairs staff of the 
Secretary of the Navy. He grew up in 
Alpena and resides in Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

I  S AY  By Mike Adzima

F
ootball, food 
and family. 
That is what 
Thanksgiving 
is and al-
ways will be 

about to most of us. No 
sport is more associated 
with Thanksgiving than 
football, especially here in 
Michigan, with the 
Detroit Lions playing 
their annual game each 
year the fourth Thursday 
of November. Believe me, 
there is nothing I look for-
ward to more on 

Thanksgiving each year 
than watching the Lions 
before sitting down for 
the big meal in my par-
ents’ dining room. 

However, a new sports 
tradition has emerged 
over the years that seems 
to perfectly complement 
the gridiron action we get 
t r e a t e d  t o  o n 
Thanksgiving. That tradi-
tion has become known 
as “Feast Week,” which 
brings us days of college 
basketball games practi-
cally from sunrise to sun-
set. 

The advantage college 

basketball has over foot-
ball is it can give us mul-
tiple days’ worth of sports 
to watch as we both get 
ready for and recover 
from the indulgences of 
the holiday. Sure, football 
is great to watch on 
Thursday, but if you are 
looking for a late-night 
snack to enjoy on your 
days off leading up to 
Thanksgiving, Feast 
Week can give you a top-
10 college basketball 
team playing a game at 
midnight on Tuesday. 

I know many people 
probably do not share the 

same level of obsession 
with me. However, to me, 
any meaningful sporting 
event that is taking place 
at an obscure hour has a 
special place in my heart. 

Invitationals and tour-
naments are the back-
bone of Feast Week, 
making up a majority of 
the big games being 
played. Some of the best 
teams from around the 
country travel to places 
like Las Vegas, Fort 
Myers, Fla., or even Maui 
to go head-to-head. It 
provides some of the best 
matchups college hoops 

fans could see all season 
and a lot of the games 
could end up having an 
impact on the NCAA 
tournament when March 
comes around.

Las Vegas will be host-
ing this year’s biggest 
tournament, the Players 
Era Festival. Wolverine 
fans around town will be 
tuned in to watch the 
University of Michigan 
play in Sin City. I will be 
paying close attention to 
my Syracuse Orange as 
they travel to the desert 
to take on Houston and 
Kansas in what most 

likely will be futile efforts, 
but I will enjoy them 
nonetheless. Spartan 
fans can enjoy a top-25 
matchup against North 
Carolina on Thanksgiving 
Day, with Michigan State 
competing in the Fort 
Myers Tip-off. 

The Lions always will 
be the biggest show on 
Thanksgiving for me, but 
Feast Week has quickly 
become a favorite. It can 
give you pretty much 
anything you want at any 
time of day during this 
brief holiday break, so sit 
back, relax and enjoy.

Feast Week: The Thanksgiving 
sports tradition sweeping the nation

GUEST:
Continued from page 6A

LETTERS:
Continued from page 6A

See LETTERS, page 8A
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a board meeting is a bad 
look.”

She was referring to a 
previous meeting where 
Tuttle, frustrated by 

repeated questions from 
Trustee Clint Derringer, 
excused herself toward 
the end of the meeting.

Average votes by trust-
ees were:

◆ Sean Cotton, 3
◆ Ginny Jeup, 3
◆ Tim Klepp, 2.7

◆ Laura Hull, 2.4
◆ Clint Derringer, 2.2
◆ St. John, 1.9
◆ Worden, 1.9
Worden also criticized 

Tuttle for using the 
phrase that she “right 
sized a sinking ship,” 
calling it a false narra-

tive.
During Worden’s fi rst 

term on the board, 
before Tuttle’s arrival, 
the district spent down 
its fund balance from 15 
percent to just under 9 
percent. The district also 
was using federal 

COVID relief dollars to 
fund people, rather than 
programs  as  was 
intended. The district’s 
fund balance under 
Tuttle has grown to 14 
percent.

During her closing 
statement, Tuttle told 

Worden she feels micro-
manged.

“It feels like you don’t 
want me here because I 
worked well with the 
prior board,” she said. 
“I’m proud of what we as 
a team have accom-
plished.”

RATED:
Continued from page 1A

THE GROSSE POINTES — While 
the Grosse Pointe Public School 
System already had a thorough 
list of projects to complete with 
money from both the sinking fund 
millage and recently approved 
bond, it must now decide on how 
to prioritize them.

That was the main focus when 
the GPPSS Board of Education’s 
Facilities Committee met Monday, 
Nov. 17.

Complicating matters are vari-
ous state laws specifi cally over-
seeing school construction 
projects.

“The school code is very spe-
cifi c that you can’t design or build 
anything unless it complies with 
the School Building Construction 
Act,” Jeremy Motz, of the law fi rm 
Clark Hill, told the committee. “It 
gives the state superintendent 
jurisdiction over the review and 
approval of anything over 
$15,000.”

The laws also provide for fi nes 
and even jail time for those who 
violate them.

Paul Theriault of Plante Moran 
told the committee one of the next 
steps for the board is to come up 
with a governance policy of how 
the bond money will be spent.

“We went through that process 
after the 2018 bond was passed, 
so it’s probably time to update 
that,” he said. “It deals with things 
like who signs off on purchase 
orders, limits of authority, how 
things are reported to the board 
and how to communicate with the 
public.”

He added most projects will 
take six to nine months of plan-
ning, including design work and 
bidding, before actual work starts.

Plans for spending sinking fund 
dollars over the next year include 
upgrades to sidewalks, fencing, 
HVAC systems, fi re alarms and 
roofs at a cost of $10.5 million.

Almost $12 million in sinking 
funds will be spent during the 
2026-27 fiscal year, including 
parking lots, roofs, security sys-
tems and the turf fi eld at Grosse 
Pointe South High School.

Some 16 people, however — 
including parents of current and 
former athletes and current and 
former coaches — asked the com-
mittee to speed up the timing of 
that project. In addition to foot-
ball, the fi eld is used for soccer, 
lacrosse, field hockey, physical 
education classes and youth 
teams.

They explained the turf is so 
worn down it poses a serious 
health threat, sharing stories of 

concussions, joint injuries and 
broken bones. Rubber pellets, 
called infi ll and meant to provide 
cushioning, also cause problems 
due to blades of turf that have 
worn away. Parents said athletes 
bring the pellets home with them 
in cleats and on clothing and they 
can get in players’ mouths, eyes 
and ears.

Cost for the project is pegged at 
around $1.3 million. Theriault 
said it isn’t too late to try to com-
plete the project next summer, 
although he would have preferred 
planning to have started six 
months ago.

“It’s not impossible, but there 
are very few companies that make 
the turf and few companies that 
install it,” he said. “If we can get 
a contractor lined up by February, 
it might work.”

Adding to the complexity is a 
change in county ordinances that 
could require a stormwater reten-
tion system be installed under the 
fi eld.

“If they can schedule the fi rst 
few football games away, that 
would buy us more time,” he said.

Bond money to be spent in 
2026-27 includes upgrading the 
Christian A. Fenton Performing 
Arts Center at Grosse Pointe 
North High School, relocating the 
main offi ce at South, repurposing 
the pool at Parcells Middle School 
and resurfacing the tennis courts 
at Elworthy Field.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

GPPSS tackling bond, 
sinking fund projects
South football turf a hot topic

objections from then-
Superintendent Dean 
and trustees Worden, 
Valarie St. John and 
David Brumbaugh, and 
the work in spring 2024 
by new Superintendent 
Andrea Tuttle, again 
despite the objections of 
trustees St. John and 
Worden, which helped 
get district expenditures 
under control and right-
size the district.

What is shocking is 
how some board mem-
bers rated Dr. Tuttle’s 
performance in the bud-
get and fi nance section of 
her annual evaluation 
this past week. Trustees 
St. John, Worden and 
Clint Derringer rated Dr. 
Tuttle’s performance as a 

2.1, 2.3 and 2.4. (out of 3). 
Trustee Derringer went 
as far as to rate Dr. Tuttle 
a 1 for budget reports 
despite the district releas-
ing the exact same num-
ber of budget updates 
( G . A . A . A . 1  a n d 
G.A.A.A.2, 2025-26 bud-
get and 2024-25 audit) as 
any time in the last 50 
years. Even Trustee 
Laura Hull rated Dr. 
Tuttle a 2.9 in the budget 
and finance section, 
despite rating her much 
lower in other areas.

What is clear to most in 
this community is the 
great work Dr. Tuttle has 
done since arriving in 
Grosse Pointe 22 months 
ago. When you see her 
around this Christmas 
season please say, thank 
you!

TERRY COLLINS
City of Grosse Pointe

LETTERS:
Continued from page 7A

City council also pre-
sented Theros with a 
proclamation for his more 
than two decades in pub-
lic service, including four 
terms as mayor, and laud-
ing his commitment to 
transparency, resident 
engagement and practical 
policy making. 

“Throughout his years 
in office, Mayor Theros 
exemplifi ed integrity, col-
laboration and civic dedi-
cation, working directly 

with fellow council mem-
bers, city staff and resi-
dents to preserve the 
character and excellence 
of the city of Grosse 
Pointe Farms,” the procla-
mation reads. “And now 
therefore be it resolved 
that the city of Grosse 
Pointe Farms hereby 
expresses its deepest 
appreciation and grati-
tude to Mayor Louis 
Theros for his outstand-
ing leadership, tireless 
service and steadfast com-
mitment to the residents 
of the city of Grosse 
Pointe Farms.”

THEROS:
Continued from page 5A

Share the 
LOVE!

It’s just not Christmas without 
our fur babies close by. Time to 
share your most heartwarming 
shots of the little companions 
that make every day a gift.

Simply email your photos to:
media@grossepointenews.com 
by December 8, 2025 to be 
included in this special section.

Please email your NAME, CITY, PET’S NAME and any comments you’d like 
to share about your pet. Any furry species welcome! Photos must be clear, 

high-resolution images. Special section will publish 12/18/25.

Romeo

grossepointenews.com

SEND US YOUR FAVORITE HOLIDAY PET PHOTOS

Wheezy

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________

City/Zip: ___________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ____________________________________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________

    Check            Credit Card

Credit Card No: __________________________________________________  Exp. Date: ___________  CVV _______

      

Yes, send me a subscription to the Grosse Pointe News!
I want to know what’s happening in my community!

Call: 313-343-5578
email:

circ@grossepointenews.com

Contact us via
social media

or Mail Payment to:
Grosse Pointe News
16980 Kercheval Pl.

Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

Offer valid 11/ /25 – 1 / /25 • Must be postmarked by 1 / /25 • Residential, Metro subscribers only

HOLIDAY 2026
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15139 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE PARK

313-822-5800313-822-5800

106 Years

FREE Pick-up & Delivery in the Pointes
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GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Fresh adornments to 
the façade of a vintage 
service station on 
Charlevoix indicate 
something brewing.

The site is the forth-
coming location of Two 
Dudes Coffee.

“We specialize in pro-
tein lattes,” said Alex 
Georgoulis, one of the 
company founders. “Our 
signature drinks are 
going to be the Peanut 
Butter Salted Caramel 
Latte — it’s so good; our 
Bonfi re, which is like a 
chocolate s’mores — it’s 
so good; our Banana 
Hammock, a banana-cin-
namon with toasted 
banana chip on top. It is 
phenomenal.”

Two Dudes Coffee has 
grown from the initial 
proprietorship duo to 
now have fi ve owners.

“We went from two 
dudes to five dudes,” 
Georgoulis said.

He’s a 1996 graduate of 
Grosse Pointe North 
High School and former 
resident of Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

His goal is to open the 
store Dec. 1, in a nearly 
100-year-old former 
automotive service sta-
tion, 15200 Charlevoix at 
the corner of Lakepointe. 
Business partner and 
current Woods resident 
Tommy Vasilos scouted 
the location.

“The spot is perfect for 
our brand,” Georgoulis 
said.

Part of the appeal is the 
district’s vibrancy and 
streetscape renovations 
scheduled to start next 
spring.

“It has so much charac-
ter to it,” Georgoulis said. 
“It’s exciting to bring 
energy to it, especially 
with the streetscape com-
ing and all the things 
happening on that block.”

At only 158 square feet, 
the building won’t cramp 
Two Dudes. They’re used 
to operating the past cou-
ple years as a pop-up at 
special events.

“We wanted to take the 
energy of our pop-ups to 
a  n e i g h b o r h o o d , ” 
Georgoulis said. “We 
want to be a community-
based coffee shop. Our 
vision is to do community 
events, raise pop-ups at 
gyms and do outdoor 
workouts, DJs, bands, 
events for kids and 
Sunday football. We 
want to do more than just 
serve coffee.”

Recipes favor Michigan 
roasters.

“We try to use very 
p u r e  p r o d u c t s , ” 
Georgoulis said. “There 
are so many allergens 
and issues that we 
wanted to use pure prod-
ucts. Every month we 
come up with a new 
drink. In November, I 
think we’re going to be 
doing an American Pie, 
which is a takeoff on the 

movie, with our apple pie 
á la mode protein.”

Dressing up the build-
ing consists currently of 
exterior accent painting.

“We’re also going to be 
putting a reclaimed wood 
wall between the two col-
umns in front and adding 
corrugated metal to the 
overhang of the under-
carriage to give it more of 
an industrial look,” 
Georgoulis said. “Indoor, 
we’re doing reclaimed 
wood and industrial as 
well.”

Park offi cials are fl at-
tered Two Dudes chose 
the city over Ferndale, 
R o y a l  O a k  a n d 
Birmingham.

“ T h e  C h a r l e v o i x 
streetscape plan points to 
an exciting and vibrant 
future, with the new cof-
fee shop a great addi-
tion,” Mayor Michele 
Hodges said. “The charm 
of the building, and the 
fact Grosse Pointers are 
behind it, suggests the 
shop will become a com-
munity gathering place 
of choice.”

All candidates of the 
Nov. 4 city council elec-
tion welcome the store.

“I think it’s fantastic,” 
C o u n c i l m a n  T o m 
Caulfi eld said. “It is the 
fi rst new business addi-
tion that realizes the 
future vision of the 
Charlevoix business dis-
trict.”

“Opening a coffee shop 
on Charlevoix is a great 
sign of confidence in 

Grosse Pointe Park’s 
future,” Councilman 
Patrick Gleason said. 
“Transforming a historic 
service station into a 
community gathering 
space shows creativity 
and belief in what this 
corridor is becoming. As 
the streetscape nears 
completion, develop-
ments like this will help 
strengthen local busi-
ness, support entrepre-
neurs and continue to 
make Charlevoix a 
vibrant and welcoming 
destination.”

“This is exciting news 

for our community,” Olga 
Meremetdjian said. “It 
was encouraging to hear 
that these entrepreneurs 
chose Grosse Pointe Park 
over Royal Oak and 
Ferndale. Recently, I 
drove by the old service 
station. I saw the building 
being painted and com-
plimented the painter on 
the colors. I had no idea it 
was going to be a coffee 
shop at the time. I’m look-
ing forward to a new 
gathering place in the 
Park. I have hopes it will 
bring new patronage to 
the other businesses on 

Charlevoix, such as Park 
Place Market. The bonus 
is a historic structure 
being repurposed. I wish 
the owners luck and pros-
perity.”

“I’m thrilled with the 
continued growth and 
development of our busi-
n e s s  c o m m u n i t y , ” 
Councilman Max Wiener 
said. “One of the focuses 
of council and on my 
role as business associa-
tion liaison has been to 
listen to, support and 
help foster a thriving 
business community in 
the Park.”

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Two Dudes Coffee coming in December

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

Coffee-colored striping added to a former auto service station on Charlevoix at 
Lakepointe hint at the 158-square-foot building becoming the fi rst brick-and-
mortar location for the pop-up company, Two Dudes Coffee, starting 
December.

John E. “Jack” Mogk, 
distinguished service pro-
fessor of law at Wayne 
State University Law 
School, is the 2025 recip-
ient of the John W. Reed 
Michigan Lawyer Legacy 
Award, presented period-
ically by the State Bar of 
Michigan. The award 
honors a Michigan law 
school educator whose 
influence has elevated 
the quality of legal prac-
tice in the state.

Mogk, a Grosse Pointe 
Park resident, was pre-
sented the award Sept. 
19, at the State Bar of 
Michigan’s inauguration 
and awards luncheon. 
The awards committee 
commended Mogk’s “out-
standing contributions 
and achievements.”

Outstanding 
educator 

For more than six 
decades, Mogk has been 
a beloved faculty member 
a t  W a y n e  S t a t e 
University, teaching since 
1968 and inspiring gen-
erations of lawyers to 
connect their profes-
sional practice with pub-
lic service. During his 
tenure, he has received 
the law school’s Donald 
Gordon Award for 
Excellence in Teaching, 
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ’ s 
Outstanding Associate 
Professor Award, the 
President’s Bonus Award 
and a Presidential 
Citation. Students also 

h a v e  v o t e d  h i m 
Outstanding Professor an 
unprecedented six times. 

Students admire Mogk 
not only for his clarity 
and passion in the class-
room, but also in his com-
munity engagement; he 
often has involved stu-
dents directly in Detroit-
focused projects, giving 
them opportunities to 
apply legal skills to press-
ing urban challenges. 
Under his guidance, stu-
dents have helped the 
city of Detroit review its 
building code enforce-
ment to combat slum-
lords, developed policy 
papers on urban agricul-
ture and prepared hous-
ing strategies for the city 
of Highland Park. He also 
has led students in pro-
ducing reports for the 
Detro i t  Downtown 
Development Authority, 
an analysis for the 
Michigan Bar on the Free 
Trade Agreement and a 
study for the Engineering 
Society of Detroit on 
tribal reservations as free 
trade zones. These hands-
on experiences reflect 
Mogk’s philosophy that 
lawyers must give back to 
their communities and 
that law students should 
see public service as inte-
gral to their training. 

Raised quality of 
the legal profession 

Mogk’s  inf luence 
extends beyond the class-
room. His six decades of 

teaching, mentoring and 
pro bono leadership have 
elevated the legal profes-
sion across Michigan. He 
has answered calls to ser-
vice from Govs. William 
M i l l i k e n ,  J a m e s 
Blanchard and Jennifer 
Granholm, Detroit Mayor 
Mike Duggan and 
President Bill Clinton, 
while also working at the 
grassroots level through 
organizations such as the 
Je f f e r son -Cha lmers 
Citizens’ District Council, 
New Detroi t  Inc. , 
SEMCOG, the Michigan 
Energy and Resource 
Research Association and 
Habitat for Humanity 
Detroit. 

Milliken appointed 
Mogk to the Detroit 
Board of Education, 
where he was instrumen-
tal in designing the dis-
trict’s breakfast program 
and, following a federal 
court decision on dis-
criminatory practices, 
developing a remedial 
desegregation plan. As 
executive director of 
MERRA for two decades, 
Mogk secured hundreds 
of millions of dollars for 
energy research and 
high-tech development in 
Michigan. As chair of the 
state’s Council on Energy, 
Labor and Economic 
Growth, he helped lay the 
g r o u n d w o r k  f o r 
Michigan’s expansion of 
renewable energy. 

His leadership has con-
sistently been tied to 

Detroit, whether through 
chairing Habitat for 
Humanity Detroit, serv-
ing as vice chair of the 
Michigan Construction 
Code Commission or 
advising city and state 
entities on housing, eco-
nomic development and 
urban policy. 

Continuing legacy 
As he celebrates more 

than 55 years of service at 
Wayne State, Mogk con-

tinues to teach courses in 
property, state and local 
government law, land use 
planning and urban 
development. His com-
mitment to fi ghting pov-
erty remains strong: He 
recently joined The 
P u L S E  I n s t i t u t e ’ s 
Academy of Fellows, 
where he focuses on how 
municipal government 
can shape anti-poverty 
policies. His scholarship 
and public advocacy have 
influenced debates on 
property taxation, hous-
ing stability and eco-

nomic equity in Detroit. 
“Professor Mogk’s 

passion for teaching, the 
law and helping those in 
our community is conta-
gious,” said Richard 
Bierschbach, Wayne 
State’s interim presi-
dent. “He has provided 
hundreds of lawyers 
with the training and 
preparation to go out 
into the world to not 
only prosper them-
selves, but also to emu-
late Jack’s legacy of 
community engagement 
and service.”

John Mogk honored with Lawyer Legacy Award

WHAT DELICIOUS TASTY GROSSE POINTE TREATS 
ARE YOU CRAVING THIS WEEK?

Go for a meal out on the town...So much to enjoy in your own neighborhood!

Look for MORE great Nosh dining ideas and specials on December 25!
TO ADVERTISE, CALL (313) 882-6900

DELICIOUS SOUP & SALAD BAR 
Build your own salad, and choose your soup. ENJOY!

VILLAGE GRILLE
(313) 882-4555 • villagegrillegp.com

PRIME WATERFRONT DINING
Stunning dishes and incredible views

THE CONTINENTAL at FORD HOUSE
(313) 884-4222 • fordhouse.org/dining

BEST BURGER AND FRIES IN GP!
Voted BEST of the BEST by Grosse Pointe News

IRISH COFFEE BAR AND GRILL
(313) 881-5675 • Find us on Facebook

SAVOR TO-GO CHARCUTERIE
Artisan cheeses, fresh baked treats, grilled cheese 
and so much more!

CHEESE SHOPPE
(313) 332-0546 • cheeseshoppegp.com

112725
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We give thanks for the local businesses
who keep our community thriving!

McCarver
CELEBRATING 15 YEARS

IrisIIrriiss
Iris

CELEBRATING 3 YEARS

Family Center
CELEBRATING 25 YEARS

Bird Bee
CELEBRATING 10 YEARS

American House
CELEBRATING 10 YEARS

Arthur Murray Dance Studio

SideStreet Diner
CELEBRATING 15 YEARS Mynd Thera

The Rendezvous With Tea

MDVIP

Pure
Small Favors

Pointelle

Wild Birds Unlimited 
CELEBRATING 33 YEARS

Glitter and Scotch 
CELEBRATING 4 YEARS

Gold and Braid 
CELEBRATING 4 YEARS

Sprout House
CELEBRATING 3 YEARS



Gilda’s

Celebrating Local BusinessesCelebrating Local Businesses
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We give thanks for the local businesses
who keep our community thriving!

Cellular Sales of Knoxville

Mission Metabolic Health

PGS Dentistry

Village Day SpaJJs Custard Company

Pangea Global Kitchen

Chick-Fil-AAntidote

Full Circle

Haven

iCryo

GPP Farmers MKT

Spice & Tea Exchange
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Wayne County Community College District
11

27
25

HOLIDAY FAMILY TRADITIONS

CONTEST WINNERS

RICHARD ELEMENTARY 
Giada Wood 4th Grade

3rd Grade
Lira Wood 2nd Grade

MAIRE ELEMENTARY 
4th Grade

4th Grade
4th Grade
2nd Grade

2nd Grade
4th Grade
2nd Grade
2nd Grade

2nd Grade
2nd Grade

4th Grade
4th Grade

4th Grade
2nd Grade

2nd Grade
4th Grade

4th Grade

DEFER ELEMENTARY 
3rd Grade
3rd Grade

3rd Grade
1st Grade

1st Grade
4th Grade

4th Grade
4th Grade

3rd Grade

FERRY ELEMENTARY
2nd Grade

MONTEITH ELEMENTARY
1st Grade

1st Grade
4th Grade

3rd Grade
1st Grade

Honorable Mention Students

Aila

Ferry

TYRONE ELEMENTARY 
3rd Grade

3rd Grade

3rd Grade
3rd Grade

3rd Grade
2nd Grade

2nd Grade
2nd Grade

2nd Grade
2nd Grade

2nd Grade
2nd Grade

2nd Grade
1st Grade

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHOOOOOOOOOOOOOOLLLIIIIDDDDDDDDDDDDDDAAAAAAAAAAAYYYYYYYY FFFFFFAAAAAAAAAAAAAAMMMMMMMMMIIILLLLYYYYY TTTTTTRRRRRAAAADDDDIIIITTTTTTTTIIOONNNSSS

Richard Mason Kerby Defer

Kerby Kerby Defer Richard Richard

Maire Richard Ferry Defer

Laila

Tyrone

Defer Monteith Mason

Lola

Maire Monteith

Mason Tyrone Tyrone Ferry

Nora

Defer

Richard Monteith Maire Monteith
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Integrity. Heritage. Lifestyle.

2024 Top Producer at Higbie Maxon Agney.

112725

Caitlin Kashef
caitlin@higbiemaxon.com
313-886-3400
586-212-9694
higbiemaxon.com
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Financial Advisor
15 Kercheval Ave.
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236
Phone: 313.343.6809
Email: alex.mar� nez@raymondjames.com
Website: raymondjames.com/alexmar� nez
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Though still in training 
in advance of joining the 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
P u b l i c  S a f e t y 
Department, future K-9 
offi cer Arcos knows how 
to take orders. 

The 2-year-old German 
shepherd can sit pretty 
for photos with a smile 
on his face as long as 
necessary, but once that 
drill is called off, he’s all 
about his red rubber 
ball. 

During a meet-and-
gree t  wi th  media 
Monday, Nov. 17, he 
skittered across the 
hardwood fl oors of Cook 
Schoolhouse, chasing 
the ball wherever it 
rolled — even if a table 
or two got in his way.

“I’m beyond excited,” 
said Sue Como, who will 
take over the role of 
Woods city manager in 
January. “I ’m very 
appreciative for Corinne 
and GPAAS for selecting 
us for this program. This 
will be the fi rst dog that 
belongs to the city — a 
new addition to the 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
family. He’s going to be 
such a great asset to the 
department of public 
safety, but also to the 
safety and well-being of 
our residents.”

C o r i n n e  M a r t i n , 
founder and executive 
director of the Grosse 
Pointe Animal Adoption 
Society, selected the 
Woods for the program 

largely due to its central 
location.

“The Woods made the 
most sense to me,” she 
said. “Also, Director 
(John) Kosanke is at 
every K-9 event I’ve done 
and he’s had an interest 
in it. In my opinion, the 
chief’s got to be 100 per-
cent behind you.”

The chief fully sup-
ports the program, 
which not only received 
full administrative sup-
port, but also generated 
interest from fi ve poten-
tial K-9 handlers.

“We had a training day 
so they could see what it 
would entail,” Kosanke 
said. “It’s a huge com-
mitment.”

In the end, PSO 
Duncan Gill was named 
the handler of Arcos, 
who, once selected, 
immediately began train-
ing at K9 ATF in Taylor.

“He’s a great dog,” 
Kosanke said, noting 
Arcos finished initial 
testing with high marks. 
“Duncan has put a lot of 
time and energy into 
training — one month 
full time so far and for 
the next two months, 
every day, six days a 
week.”

Arcos is being trained 
in tracking, building and 
evidence searches, nar-
cotics detection, handler 
protection and appre-
hension. Once he’s offi -
cially on patrol, he will 
serve “any community 
that needs him,” Gill 
said, “but primarily the 
Grosse Pointes and 

Harper Woods.”
“The more work he 

can get, the better he’s 
going to get,” Kosanke 
said.

Gill, who has served 
on the Eastern Wayne 
County Special Response 
Team the last four years, 
said becoming the 
department’s K-9 han-
dler was an opportunity 
he didn’t want to miss.

“I didn’t think this was 
possible with a smaller 
department like ours, so 
this was something I 
couldn’t pass up,” he 
said. “… I’m honored the 
chief had faith in me to 
be successful in this 
position.”

As handler, Gill also 
was tasked with naming 
his new partner in crime 
fi ghting.

“I wanted to pay hom-
age to somebody that 
came before him,” he 
said. “Arcos was a 
German shepherd who 
served with the U.S. 
Special Forces in Iraq. In 
2005, he was killed in 
action protecting his 
team. I wanted to pay 
homage to him.”

The newly formed duo 
has been inseparable 
since October. Gill has 
included Arcos in a fam-
ily road trip, as well as 
taken him deer hunting.

Though Arcos may be 
spotted unofficially 
patrolling with Gill — to 
get used to those offi cial 
car rides — he won’t be 
certified as an officer 
until he completes train-
ing in January and is 

sworn in by the Woods 
city council  at its 
February meeting.

“The goal with any-
thing in law enforcement 
is to have a long and 
healthy career,” Gill 
said. “I’m excited for 
him to be the bridge for 
the community. And to 
catch bad guys — that’s 
what he lives for. You’d 
be hard pressed to fi nd a 
dog that’s happier; he 
knows what his purpose 
in life is. To be able to be 

a part of that with him 
means a lot to me.”

While the Woods will 
cover Gill’s wages and 
benefits, GPAAS has a 
wealth of additional 
funds to raise.

“The first year, we 
need $121,000,” Martin 
said.  “The biggest 
expense is the car, which 
is $100,000.”

A patrol vehicle will be 
outfi tted specifi cally for 
use with a K-9 officer 
and include  a “hot-and-
pop” system that moni-
tors the temperature 
inside the vehicle and 
automatically lowers its 
windows to equalize the 
internal temperature. It 
also allows the handler 
to release the dog from 
the vehicle via remote 
control.

Other expenses, apart 
from Arcos himself, 
include veterinarian 
care, food, supplies and 
equipment.

“Once we get the proj-
ect going, we’ll need 
$10,000 a year to sustain 
it,” Martin said. “It costs 
$4,000 to go through 
training each year.”

“When you can part-
ner with another organi-
zation in the community, 
great things happen,” 
Kosanke said. “This is a 
highly skilled officer. 
He’s going to be an 
added benefit to the 
community.”

Martin said she soon 
will start soliciting busi-
nesses for sponsorships, 
but also plans to host 

fundraising events in 
2026.

“GPAAS will start fun-
draising soon,” she said. 
“Like with Harper 
Woods, GPAAS will 
raise the funds and then 
turn them over to Grosse 
Pointe Woods for their 
own K-9 program. This 
will be mutual aid, so he 
will be used throughout 
the community, includ-
ing Harper Woods, so 
it’s a win-win for every-
body.”

GPAAS previously 
operated a similar K-9 
program in Harper 
Woods, but its service 
agreement with the city 
was terminated in 
January, followed by the 
retirement of K-9 Kaiser 
in February.

Co-chairing the Woods 
program with Martin is 
longtime law enforce-
ment proponent and 
Grosse Pointe Shores 
resident Sharon Peters.

“I’m absolutely thrilled 
to see this program come 
into Grosse Pointe 
Woods,” Peters said. 
“I’m excited for our citi-
zens and businesses. 
We’re going to do every-
thing we can to make 
sure this program suc-
ceeds.”

Gesturing to Arcos, 
who was sprawled 
across the fl oor and con-
tentedly gnawing on his 
rubber ball, Peters said, 
“Half the battle is done.”

Updates on Arcos soon 
will be available on 
Instagram @K9_arcos.

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Woods, GPAAS partner 
for new K-9 offi cer

Introducing Arcos

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Grosse Pointe Woods soon will have a fully certifi ed K-9 offi cer in Arcos, 
thanks to a partnership with the Grosse Pointe Animal Adoption Society.

Arcos and his handler, Woods PSO Duncan Gill, currently are training together.
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Share the 
LOVE!

It’s just not Christmas without 
our fur babies close by. Time to 
share your most heartwarming 
shots of the little companions 
that make every day a gift.

Simply email your photos to:
media@grossepointenews.com 
by December 8, 2025 to be 
included in this special section.

Please email your NAME, CITY, PET’S NAME and any comments you’d like 
to share about your pet. Any furry species welcome! Photos must be clear, 

high-resolution images. Special section will publish 12/18/25.

grossepointenews.com

SEND US YOUR FAVORITE HOLIDAY PET PHOTOS

Sherri

Winifred

Our Private Banquet RoomOur Private Banquet Room
is the perfect place to host your event!is the perfect place to host your event!
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The ninth annual  Matty ’s 
Friendsgiving takes place at 6:30 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 28, at Fishbones Rhythm 
Kitchen 23722 Jefferson, St. Clair 
Shores. 

The event includes complimentary 
hors d’oeuvres and a cash bar, as well 
as a raffl e and silent auction. 

All proceeds will benefi t the Jamie 
Daniels Foundation, whose mission is 
to provide support programs and 

resources to address substance use dis-
order. JDF focuses on children and 
young adults through education, pre-
vention, recovery and stigma reduc-
tion.

The Peyser family hosts this annual 
event in remembrance of their son, 
Matt.

For more information, visit the 2025 
Matty’s Friendsgiving — 9th Annual 
Facebook page.

Matty’s Friendsgiving is Nov. 28

The community’s fi rst 
fl oating sound bowl ther-
apy offering will take 
place 7 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 3, in 
the aquatic center at The 
Neighborhood Club, 
17150 Waterloo, City of 
Grosse Pointe.

Participants, led by 
ins t ruc tor  Mel i ssa 
Masouras, will float on 
the surface of the pool 
surrounded by the sooth-
ing sounds of singing 
bowls.

“Sound bowl healing is 
a powerful practice in 
which the body resonates 
with the vibrations given 
off when the sound bowls 
are played,” Masouras 
said. “The vibrations 
have the ability to pene-
trate the body to a cellu-
lar level. It is known to 
calm the nervous system, 
regulate heart rate, lower 
blood pressure, lower 
cortisol levels and assist 
in increasing the mental 
focus and overall well-

being of the recipient.”
Floats and blankets 

will be provided, though 
participants are encour-
aged to bring eye masks 
to enhance the experi-
ence. 

The session is $30 per 
participant and open 
only to Neighborhood 
Club members. Register 
online by Monday, Dec. 
1, at bit.ly/4oW2T3O.

The session will be 
capped at 15 partici-
pants.

Floating sound bowl therapy next week

Pitching in
Members of the Grosse 
Pointe Rotary Club and 
Grosse Pointe Memorial 
Church joined together 
Oct. 1, to help clean up 
the neighborhood 
around Anchor Detroit, 
the site of the former 
Dominican High School 
that now serves as the 
newest community cen-
ter of Life Remodeled.

COURTESY PHOTO

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:

◆ 7:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 28, Henry 
Ford St. John Hospital, 
22101 Moross, Detroit. 

◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 28, Our 
Lady of Hope Catholic 
C h u r c h ,  2 8 3 0 0 
Rockwood, St. Clair 
Shores.

◆ 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
M o n d a y ,  D e c .  1 , 
Recreation Authority of 
Roseville & Eastpointe, 
1 8 1 8 5  S y c a m o r e , 
Roseville.

◆ 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 8, Ford 
House, 1100 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Shores.

◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 9, St. Paul 
Lutheran Church, 375 
Lothrop, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

◆ 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 10, St. 
Clair Shores City Hall, 
27600 Jefferson, St. Clair 
Shores.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

East Village
The East Vil lage 

Holiday Market — a col-
laboration between 
Vesey Lane Goods, 
R e d e s i g n  a n d 
Restoration, Grandeur 
C r u  W i n e  S h o p , 
Moonlight Arts Collective 
and Grand Trolley — 
takes place 10 a.m. to 5 
p .m.  Fr idays  and 
Saturdays, Nov. 28 to 
Dec. 20. Each fi ve-hour 
tour starts with shopping 
at the David Sidney 
Building, 9916 Kercheval, 
Detroit, and continues to 
other businesses and art 
centers in East Village. 
Trolley tours take place 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturdays. A complimen-
tary cup of hot chocolate, 
tea or coffee, a 5-ounce 
glass of wine and a 
thank-you card are 
included with each ticket, 
which may be purchased 
online at tinyurl.com/
yej5mpm8.

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a 
variety of programs. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.

◆ GPPL Friends $5 Bag 
Sale, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 29, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Christmas Crafting, 
4 to 5 p.m. Monday, Dec. 
1, at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Storytime Shuffle 
with Miss Mo, 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 
2, at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Storytime Shuffle 

with Miss Mo, 11 a.m. to 
noon Tuesday, Dec. 2, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆  Little Learners 
Coding with Brenda Ban, 
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 2, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆ Teen Leadership 
Council meeting, 6 to 7 
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 2, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Comic Club Pop In, 6 
to 8 p.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 3, at Central, 10 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

◆ Youth Coding with 
Brenda Ban, 4:30 to 5:30 
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 4, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

POST Detroit
POST Detroit, 14500 

Kercheval, Detroit, hosts 
several workshops dur-
ing November. To sign 
up for the following, visit 
mutualadoration.com: 

◆ Ceramics Workshop: 
Critter Dish Trinket Tray, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 29. Cost 
is $60.

◆ Mending Workshop: 
The Magic of Pockets, 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 29. Cost is $65.

◆ Macrame Workshop: 
Hanging Wood Shelf, 2 
to 5 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 
29. Cost is $75.

◆  I n t e r m e d i a t e 
Knitting Workshop: 
Cable Knit, 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Sunday, Nov. 30. 
Cost is $50.

Live music
Planet D Nonet, with 

special guests Duncan 
McMillan on keyboard 
and Alex Harding on 
baritone saxophone, will 
perform at 4 p.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 30, at Cadieux Cafe, 
4300 Cadieux, Detroit. 
Visit cadieuxcafe.com or 
call (313) 882-8560.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers a variety of classes 
a n d  p r o g r a m s . 
Registration is required 
at (313) 882-9600 for the 
following:

◆ Holiday Wreath 
Making, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 1, with 
presenter Kathleen 
Robinson Young. 

◆ Lunch & Learn: 
Finding Meaning and 
Purpose in Life as We 
Age, noon to 1 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 4, with 
presenter Garry Cole, 
author of “Are We Old 
Yet?” Cost is $8 for mem-
bers, $10 for guests.

◆ Holiday Snowman 
Craft, 1 to 2 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 5, with second grad-
ers  f rom Richard 
Elementary School. 

◆ The movie “Holiday 
in the Wild” is shown at 
noon Friday, Dec. 12. 
Cost is $3 for members, 
$5 for guests. 

◆ Holiday Party, noon 
to 1:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 17. Cost is $20 for 
members, $25 for guests. 

◆  T h e  m o v i e 
“Christmas with the 
Kranks” is shown at 4:30 
p.m. Thursday, Dec. 18. 
Cost is $3 for members, 
$5 for guests.

◆ Out to Lunch Bunch, 
noon to 2 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 18. The group is 
going to Cracker Barrel, 
Roseville. Bus transpor-
tation is $6 for members, 
$8 for guests. 

◆ Canasta, noon to 4 
p.m. Mondays. Free for 
members, $6 for guests.

◆ The Friendship Club, 
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. the sec-
ond Tuesday of each 
month. 

◆ Grief Work Support 
Group, 5 to 6 p.m. 
Tuesdays and 2 to 3 p.m. 
Thursdays, with psycho-
t h e r a p i s t  F r a n k 
Wilberding.

◆ New Games at The 
Helm, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays, and 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Cost is free 
for members, $3 for 
guests.

Ford House
The Edsel & Eleanor 

Ford House,  1100 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:

◆  Home for the 
Holidays at Ford House, 
5:30 to 8 p.m. Thursdays 
through Sundays, Nov. 
30 to Dec. 21. Admission 
costs vary.

◆ Nooks & Crannies 
b e h i n d - t h e - s c e n e s 
guided tour, 2 to 3 p.m. 
Tuesday ,  Dec .  2 . 
Admission is $10 for 
adult members, $5 for 
members ages 3 to 17, 
$20 for the public.

◆ Cookies with Santa, 
n o o n  t o  3  p . m . 
Wednesday, Dec. 3.

◆ Sensory-friendly 
Cookies with Santa, 2 to 
3 p.m.Wednesday, Dec. 
3.

◆  C o f f e e  w i t h 
Collections, 10:30 a.m. to 
noon Thursday, Dec. 4. 
Cost is $25 for Friends.

◆ Free Drop-in Studio: 
Decorate an Ornament, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 6.

◆ Brunch with Santa, 
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 7. Costs 
vary.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

Rotary
The Rotary Club of 

Grosse Pointe hosts its 
next meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 3, at 
Village Grille, 16930 
Kercheval, City of Grosse 
Pointe. Frank Palazzolo 
will give a new member 
talk. Email grossepointe
rotary@gmail.com.

The War Memorial
The War Memorial, 32 

Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms, offers pro-
grams and activities for 
the community. For 
information on the fol-
lowing, visit warmemo-
rial.org

◆ Vet-to-Vet, 8 to 9 
a.m. Thursday, Dec. 4. 

◆  Middle School 
Dance: Holiday Sweater 
Edition, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 4, for 
Grosse Pointe students 
only. Tickets are $22 in 
advance, $25 starting 
Dec. 1. 

◆ Bedtime Stories with 
Santa, 5:30 to 8 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 7; 4 to 8 
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 9; 
and 4 to 8 p.m. Thursday, 
Dec. 11. Cost is $28 for 
children, $5 for adults.

AREA ACTIVITIES
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OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Michael T. 
Carmody

Michael T. Carmody, 
86, passed away Friday, 
Nov. 7, 2025, after a cou-
rageous battle against 
medical complications 
from West Nile Virus.

Mike was born April 
17, 1939, in Omaha, 
Neb., where he spent 
most of his youth, to 
Emmett and Lillian 
Carmody. He was a 
devoted son and espe-
cially loved spending 
time on his grandpar-
ents’ farm. One mean-
ingful and significant 
achievement of his youth 
was earning the Eagle 
Scout badge.

After graduating from 
high school ,  Mike 
attended the University 
of Nebraska to study 
marketing. He left school 
to serve in the U.S. 
Marine Corps. He never 
forgot those years and 
proudly carried with him 
the lifelong honor of 
being a Marine. He 
returned to complete his 
studies at the University 
of Nebraska and earned 
a degree in marketing. 
While attending U of N, 
Mike played football and 
cherished being a mem-
ber of the team, wearing 
No. 97. He remained an 
avid football fan for the 
rest of his life. He then 
pursued graduate stud-
ies in law at the Indiana 
University.

After receiving his 
degree, Mike moved to 
Paris to work for Cathay 
Pacific. After several 
years, he returned home 
and spent the next 18 
years with Wilson 
Learning Corp. He was 
the recipient of the 
Wilson Learning Agency 
of the Year Award. He 
became president of 
Marketing Managing 
Concepts and spent 
countless hours training 
business leaders and 
staff in China and other 
parts of the world.

During his retirement 
years and after attending 
the Skip Barber Racing 
School, Mike raced 
Formula cars and Indy 
Lights. He and a friend 
started RAOFT Motor 
Sports. He raced his vin-
tage Brabham race car 
and his Formula Mazda 
for several years. He had 
great fun driving his race 
car. 

As a proud member of 
the Grosse Pointe Rotary 
Club, he believed deeply 
in service above self and 
dedicated countless 
hours to community 
projects. He truly loved 
being a Rotarian and 
cherished the dear 
friends he made. He 
served as executive sec-
retary for many years 
and actively worked on 
the “Three Million Pound 
Challenge.” He became 
Rotary assistant gover-
nor and ran the Friday 
Lunch Bunch. One high 
point was proudly lead-
ing a team on a humani-
tarian mission overseas 
to East Timor. 

Later, Mike, along 
with other Rotarians, 
happily planned and 
oversaw the renovation 
and reimagination of the 
Rotary Tot Lot, a pre-
mier Rotary project that 
will serve children of the 
community for many 
years to come.

His other community 
efforts include being 
division manager of 
United Way and an exec-
utive member of the 

Buckeye Council for Boy 
Scouts of America.

Michael is survived by 
his longtime partner, 
Mary Tipp. He also is 
survived by his son, 
Scott Carmody, and 
d a u g h t e r ,  K e l l y 
Carmody. He leaves 
behind his granddaugh-
ters, Hope and Kylie 
Carmody, as well as his 
niece and nephew, Becca 
Baggenstoss and Robbie 
Baggenstoss. He was 
predeceased by his par-
ents, and sister, Patty 
Baggenstoss. He will be 
fondly remembered by 
his friends and all who 
were fortunate enough 
to have known him.

Mike was happiest sit-
ting at his computer 
planning what to do 
next, watching football, 
loving his dog, Willow, 
and spending time with 
Mary. He will be missed 
by all who knew him.

Visitation will take 
place from 4 to 8 p.m. 
Friday, Dec. 5, at Chas. 
Verheyden Inc., 16300 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Park. 

Memorial donations 
may be made to the 
Grosse Pointe Rotary 
Foundation, P.O. Box 
36366, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, MI 48230, bit.
ly/4pm2o34.

Virginia “Ginny” 
Alexander Large
Virg in ia  “Ginny” 

Alexander Large, 66, of 
Vero Beach, Fla., passed 
a w a y  s u d d e n l y 
Wednesday, Nov. 12, 
2025.

Born and raised in 
Grosse Pointe, Virginia 
was the youngest of six 
children. She graduated 
from Grosse Pointe 
South High School in 
1977, and earned a 
degree in accounting 
from Hillsdale College.

Virginia began her 
career with EDS Corp., 
in Troy, and later 
w o r k e d  f o r 
PaineWebber, where 
she earned her Series 7 
license. She also was a 
C e r t i f i e d  N u r s i n g 
Assistant (CNA) at 
Cleveland Clinic Indian 
River Hospital. Most 
recently, she devoted 
her talents and energy to 
the Women’s Refuge of 
Vero Beach.

A g i f ted  s inger , 
Virginia shared her love 
of music throughout her 
life. She was an active 
member of  Grosse 
Pointe Theatre for many 
years and sang joyfully 
in her church choir.

Virginia was prede-
ceased by her parents, 
Dr. Alfred and America 
Large; and brother, Al 
Large. She is survived 
by her brother, Dr. 
James Large (Nancy); 
sisters, Cissie Cappola, 
Vicky Storey and Mary 
Short (George); and 
many beloved nieces, 
nephews, great-nieces 
and great-nephews.

Her  fami ly  sa id 
Virginia didn’t have a 
mean bone in her body. 
She will always be 
remembered as the baby 
of the family and will be 
deeply missed by all 
who knew her.

Funeral services are 
pending. In lieu of fl ow-
ers, memorial donations 
may be made to the 
Women’s Refuge of Vero 
Beach, 1850 Lemon, 
Vero Beach, FL 32960, 
womensrefugevb.org/
donate/.

Linda Marie 
Mammen

Linda Marie (nee 
Lobdell) Mammen, 60, of 
Grosse Pointe Woods, 
passed away peacefully 
Saturday, Nov. 15, 2025, 
surrounded by the love 
and comfort of her hus-
band and children.

Linda was born Aug. 
24, 1965, in Detroit, to 
Phillip and Joan Lobdell. 
She grew up in a warm, 
loving home alongside 
her two brothers, David 
and Greg. After graduat-
ing from Paul K. Cousino 
High School in 1983, she 
pursued audiology and 
speech sciences at 
M i c h i g a n  S t a t e 
University.

During her time at 
Michigan State, Linda 
met the love of her life, 
Rolf Mammen. Following 
a whirlwind romance, 
Rolf proposed in his 
dorm room just before 
leaving for fl ight school 
in Texas. Though her 
parents were under-
standably anxious when 
Linda decided to leave 
university to marry some-
one she had known less 
than six months, time has 
proven her intuition was 
exactly right. After 40 
years together, their 
u n w a v e r i n g  b o n d 
remains a tribute to a 
woman who followed her 
heart and devoted herself 
wholeheartedly to those 
she loved.

Rolf and Linda spent 
nearly eight years in 
Texas, making their 
home on Sheppard Air 
Force Base.  When 
recounting these years to 
her adult children, Linda 
often said those were 
amongst her happiest 
memories. During this 
time, she welcomed two 
daughters, Erika and 
Alyssa, and found a 
vibrant, close-knit com-
munity within the mili-
t a r y  f a m i l y  t h a t 
surrounded them.

In 1994, the young fam-
ily returned to Michigan 
and made their home in 
Grosse Pointe Woods. In 
Michigan, Linda once 
again was blessed with 
the gift of chosen family, 
forming deep and lasting 
bonds with an extraordi-
nary group of women — 
friends who became 
sisters in every sense; 
they know who they are.

In 2003, Linda received 
a surprise gift from God 
in the form of her son, 
Sean Mammen. One of 
the family’s favorite sto-
ries is discovering she 
was pregnant during a 
vacation in California. 
Sean has continued to 
bring joy and laughter to 
the family with his end-
less antics.

Few roles are more 
demanding than nurtur-
ing a family and main-
taining a home. As a 
devoted homemaker, 
Linda’s greatest priority 
was the well-being and 
success of her three chil-
dren and husband. Their 
achievements stand as a 
testament to her unwav-
ering grit, determination 
and love.

Linda was predeceased 
by her father, Phillip 
Lobdell. She is lovingly 
remembered by her 
mother, Joan Lobdell; 
brothers, David and Greg 
Lobdell; husband, Rolf 
Mammen; and children, 
Erika Seeto, Alyssa 
Mammen and Sean 
Mammen.

Visitation took place 
Friday, Nov. 21, at A.H. 

Peters Funeral Home, 
20705 Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Woods. A funeral 
Mass was held at 
Saturday, Nov. 22, at Our 
Lady Star of the Sea 
Catholic Church, Grosse 
Pointe Woods.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 
be made to a charity of 
the giver’s choice.

Share a memory at 
ahpeters.com. 

Richard E. “Dick” 
Nugent

Richard E. “Dick” 
Nugent, 79, of Grosse 
Pointe Farms, died 
peacefully Sunday, Nov. 
9, 2025. Dick was born 
June 1 ,  1946 ,  in 
Evanston, Ill., to Vincent 
“Red” and Rosella “Rose” 
Nugent. He grew up in 
Chicago and Des Plaines, 
Ill., the oldest of six chil-
dren. He graduated from 
L o y o l a  A c a d e m y , 
Wilmette, in 1964.

On Aug. 10, 1968, Dick 
married Mary Diane 
Franta at St. Paul of the 
Cross in Park Ridge, Ill. 
Mary D. was his best 
friend and the person 
who brought great joy to 
his life. They welcomed 
three boys and raised 
them in Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

Dick attended John 
Carroll University and 
University of Illinois 
Chicago and graduated 
in 1968, with a degree in 
history. He began his 
career in the Chicago 
area with V. Mueller 
before relocating to 
Grosse Pointe Farms in 
1972, where he lived for 
the remainder of his life. 
He later pursued a mas-
ter’s degree in physics at 
Wayne State University, 
graduating in 1979, 
which launched a long 
and successful career 
with Hewlett Packard 
before he retired in 1997.

While at HP, Dick 
managed the Ford 
account for many years, 
helping the team at the 
Engine and Electrical 
Engineer ing (EEE) 
building navigate the 
technical shifts from 
mainframe to mini to 
personal computers. 
Though his title was 
“sales representative,” 
he also was a trusted 
strategic advisor, always 
at the forefront of tech-
nology, learning and 
adapting throughout his 
career and his life.

D i a g n o s e d  w i t h 
Parkinson’s disease in 
1988, Dick managed his 
condition for decades 
with quiet dignity. After 
retiring, he established a 
small business in Grosse 
Pointe, creating cher-
ished collections of pho-
tos and videos to 
commemorate special 
milestones. He was rec-
ognized as a Pointer of 
Interest for his work 
helping others compile 
their memories, long 
before the technology 
made this work easier 
for people.

Dick was predeceased 
by his wife, Mary Diane, 
who passed away in 
2015, after a long battle 
with cancer. Her absence 
left a big hole the last 10 
years and Dick’s family 
takes comfort in their 
reunion.

Dick had many pas-
sions in life. He passed 
on his love of baseball to 
his sons and grandchil-
dren and coached Little 
League starting in the 
early 1970s, before his 
sons even played. They 
all fell in love with the 
game and have great 
memories of fi rst being 
batboys, then playing 
and fi nally coaching. He 
also loved music, first 
playing the guitar and 
then finding new folk 
singers to share with his 
friends and family. He 
was an avid reader and 
history buff, particularly 
focused on the Civil War, 
and was a dedicated fan 
of JRR Tolkien’s works. 
He often regaled his chil-
dren with stories of the 
Battle of Gettysburg, 
especially the defense of 
Little Round Top.

Dick leaves behind his 
sons, Tim (Amanda) of 
Wilmette, Ill., Kevin 
(Jane) of Grosse Pointe 
Farms and Brian (Jill) of 
Laguna Beach, Calif.; 
and nephew, Paul 
Franta. He also is sur-
vived by eight grandchil-
dren, Thomas, Peyton 
Kevin, Grayson, Daniel, 
Victoria, Patrick, James 
and Alec.

A memorial Mass was 
held at St. Paul on the 
Lake Catholic Church.

James Francis 
Thompson

J a m e s  F r a n c i s 
Thompson, 89, of Grosse 
Pointe Woods, passed 
away peacefully Sunday, 
Nov. 16, 2025, sur-
rounded by family. He 
was just 14 days shy of 
his 90th birthday.

Jim or Jimmy, as he 
was  a f fec t ionate ly 
known, was born in 
Wyandotte, in 1935, to 
Stephen Thompson and 
Rose (nee Texter) during 
the Great Depression. 
He was the third child in 
a family of fi ve, with his 
older sister, Ruth, older 
brother, John, and two 
younger sisters, Ann and 
Mary. His youth was 
spent playing Tippy and 
hooking car bumpers 
during cold River Rouge 
winters while delivering 
papers and working at 
the bowling alley and 
theater. His parents 
taught him honesty, 
work ethic and balance 
and instilled in him a 
faith he would embrace 
his entire life.

After graduating from 
Our Lady of Lourdes 
High School in River 
Rouge in 1953, he 
enlisted in the U.S. Air 
Force and earned a 
ticket to Kadena Air 
Base in Okinawa just 
a f t e r  the  Korean 
Armistice Agreement. 
He would say, “I was the 
Radar O’Reilly of the 
18th Fighter Bomber 

Group.” He was dis-
charged in 1957.

Returning to Detroit, 
Jim started his career 
working at Great Lakes 
Steel and found himself 
at the start of an industry 
that was migrating to a 
computer-control led 
rolling process. After 
Great Lakes Steel, he 
spent his productive 
years working at Dodge 
Main and then United 
Technologies as a main-
frame computer special-
ist. Long before remote 
work was common, he 
telecommuted while 
recovering from back 
surgery in the 1980s. 
Through it all, he earned 
a reputation for speed in 
problem solving and the 
soft skills of dealing with 
diffi cult colleagues while 
under pressure.

Jim devoted much 
time to family. He was 
ever-present, always 
making time for vaca-
tions and events. He 
married Bernadette 
Marie Jobin in 1960, and 
immediately started 
building a large family. 
Their eight children are 
separated in age by a 
total of 19 years, so the 
house was always fi lled 
with action. 

He was a devout life-
long Catholic. While he 
acknowledged his fl aws 
openly, he was deeply 
committed to his faith. 
This faith presented 
itself in the way he 
appreciated and con-
nected with people. He 
was tough on principles 
and believed honesty 
was policy No. 1. He was 
stubborn, once walking 
home in the rain from 
downtown Detroit to 
River Rouge because he 
accidentally spent his 
bus fare. Through it all 
he appreciated the strug-
gles and joys of life and 
maintained a strong 
sense of humor. Those 
who knew him will recall 
some of his one-liners 
and hopefully repeat 
them for many years.

Jim is survived by his 
wife of  64 years, 
Bernadette; their eight 
chi ldren,  Jeannine 
Dutko (Robert), Timothy 
Thompson (Maria) , 
Lenore Guarino, Alice 
Semon, Andrea Koppy, 
Katherine Sparkman 
(Patrick), David Miah 
(Trisha) and Joseph 
Thompson (Jaclyn); as 
well as 32 grandchil-
dren; 17 great-grandchil-
dren; and his sister, 
Mary Evans (Fred).

Visitation occurred at 
A.H. Peters Funeral 
Home in Grosse Pointe 
Woods. A funeral Mass 
was held at St. Joan of 
Arc Catholic Church in 
St. Clair Shores.

Share a memory at 
ahpeters.com.

Linda Marie MammenVirginia A. LargeMichael T. Carmody

Richard E. Nugent James F. Thompson

See OBITS, page 4B
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Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

112725

Worship
     Service

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study

9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service

WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

6:30 p.m. - Worship Service
Solomon Spangler, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org

Carol Lees 
Williams

Carol Lees Williams, 
79, of New Lebanon, 
N.Y., passed away unex-
pectedly Monday, Nov. 
17, 2025, due to the 
effects of a fall the previ-
ous day.

Carol was born in 
Bedford, Mass., to Harry 
and Marjorie Young 
Lees, both now deceased. 
She graduated from 
Greenwich Academy and 
later from Bradford 
Junior College.  

Carol began her career 
at Citibank, where she 
worked in the economics 
department. For several 
decades, Carol also 
taught parenting at the 
E a r l y  C h i l d h o o d 
Development Center in 
New York City. She was 
a member of Brick 
Presbyterian Church, the 
New York Junior League, 
Colony Club of New 
York, Stockbridge Golf 
Club, Lenox Club and 
Lenox Garden Club.

Carol’s greatest joy 
was her family, including 
her sons and fi ve grand-
children, whom she 
showered with unwaver-
ing love and affection.

Carol is survived by her 
loving husband of 54 
years, Robert Williams of 
New York City and New 
Lebanon, N.Y., whom 
she married in May 1971. 
She also leaves behind 
her  son,  Thomas, 
(Elizabeth) of Los 
Angeles, Calif., and their 
children, Henry and 
Anne; and son David 
(Kathleen) of New 
Canaan, Conn., and their 
children, Andrew, Ryan 
and Jack. Carol was pre-
deceased by her parents; 
and brother, Richard 
Lees.

A celebration of Carol’s 
life will be held at a later 
date. 

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 

be made to the Berkshire 
Botanical Garden, 5 W. 
S t o c k b r i d g e , 
Stockbridge, MA 01262,  
erkshirebotanical.org/
donate-now.

Share condolences and 
remembrances at dwyer
funeral.com.

William Patrick 
Gough

W i l l i a m  P a t r i c k 
Gough, 77, passed away 
peacefully Saturday, 
Nov. 15, 2025, at his 
home in Ann Arbor.

A loving husband and 
father, Bill is survived by 
his wife, Carolyn Gough; 
her  son,  Matthew 
Gittleson (Amanda); his 
sons, Bill, Dan (Jean) 
and Tom; and their 
mother, Jeanne Madigan 
Gough. He also was a 
proud grandfather of 
Elizabeth, Patrick and 
Colin Gough and Oliver 
and Violet Gittleson. 
Always a caring older 
brother, Bill is survived 
by his siblings, Mary 
Price, Peggy Kross 
(Peter), Maureen Nally 
( M i k e ) ,  C o l l e e n 
Jablonski (Ron), Jim 
Gough (Yoshi), Bob 
Gough (Fran), Patti 
O’Hare and Jeanne 
Danubio (Joe); and many 
nieces, nephews and 
their families. He was 
predeceased by his par-
ents, William J. Gough 
and Marybell Gough, 
and his sister, Lucy.

Bill was born in Detroit 
and raised in Grosse 
Pointe. He attended St. 
Paul on the Lake Catholic 

School and graduated 
from Sacred Heart Major 
Seminary, after which he 
taught theology and 
English at Rosary High 
School and Bishop 
Borgess High School. He 
then followed in the foot-
steps of his father and 
grandfather in joining 
Ford Motor Co., retiring 
after more than 30 years 
with the company.

Bill was an avid fan 
and player of many 
sports over the years. He 
was always present in the 
stands and dugouts at his 
sons’ baseball, soccer 
and football games. 
While he was a fan of all 
of Detroit’s teams, he 
was particularly fond of 
the Detroit Red Wings 
and loved going to their 
games, in good seasons 
and bad. Bill enjoyed 
golfi ng and bowling, but 
more than anything he 
cherished spending time 
with his family and 
friends. Sharing his last 
years with his wife, Cari, 
made them especially 
more joyful.

An open house to cele-
brate Bill’s life will be 
held for family and close 
friends from noon to 5 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6, at 
1 8 0 6 2  W i l d e m e r e , 
Detroit.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 
be  made  to  the 
Alzheimer’s Association, 
225 N. Michigan, Floor 
17, Chicago, IL 60601, 
bit.ly/4ogjIFT; or the 
Capuchin Soup Kitchen, 
1820 Mt. Elliot, Detroit, 
MI 48207, cskdetroit.org/
more-than-about-food.

William Patrick GoughCarol Lees Williams

OBITS:
Continued from page 3B

The  Rev .  Aaron 
Wisman was perfectly 
happy serving as senior 
minister at First Parish 
of  Framingham in 
Massachusetts.

However, when the 
congregation of Grosse 
Pointe Unitarian Church 
came calling, he made a 
point to answer.

“The congregation 
was looking for a minis-
ter for two years before 
I got here,” said Wisman, 
who received the call as 
its settled minister in 
May. 

After several getting-
to-know-you opportuni-
t ies,  as well  as a 
weekend visit and a 
10-day interview, the 
church put out the offer 
and Wisman accepted 
the call. He and his wife, 
Lizzie, moved to the 
area with their dog, 
Nox, this summer.

He began leading ser-
vices in August, then, 
after returning from a 
preplanned tr ip to 
Scot land ,  resumed 
preaching late October.

“A couple of things 
appealed to me,” he said 
of GPUC, “including the 
awareness of the chal-
lenges of being a con-
gregation. They’d done 
signifi cant work on what 
it means to be a congre-
gation.

“And my wife’s family 
st i l l  l ives in west 
Michigan,” he added. 
“My wife has been away 
from her family for fi ve 
years. It was time to 
consider moving back.”

“We are thrilled to 
welcome Rev. Aaron 
Wisman to Grosse 
Pointe,” said Jerry 
Herron, president of 
GPUC. “His warmth, 
curiosity and deep 
grounding in Unitarian 
Universalist values are 
already resonating with 
our community. We’re 
excited to begin this 
new journey with him — 
one rooted in shared 
purpose and fresh 
vision.”

Since accepting the 
call, Wisman has settled 
in nicely at GPUC, 
where the congregation 
has given him a warm 
welcome.

“I’m impressed with 
the level of spiritual 
maturity here,” he said. 
“On paper, it’s a smaller 
congregation than the 
church I’m coming 
from, but you wouldn’t 
know it by the percent-
age of people turning 
out. It’s quite high.”

He said one challeng-
ing aspect of taking on 
the new roll is having 
“150 bosses in the con-
gregation. Everyone has 
different expectations of 
what their goals for me 
might be.”

Wisman also has a few 
goals of his own.

“First, I want to get to 
know as many people in 
the congregation as I 
can and listen to what 
their hopes and dreams 
are as a congregation,” 
he said.

Wisman has met one-
on-one with most of the 
church’s committee 
leaders and board mem-
bers. He soon will 
launch a series of din-
ners to meet members 
of the congregation out-
side of church leader-
ship.

Other goals include 
settling into his new 
routine, getting to know 

the area and its ministe-
rial leaders — within 
and outside of the 
Unitarian Universal 
faith — as well as fi nd-
ing a support network.

“Beyond that is devel-
oping spiritual maturity 
in the congregation and 
getting clear on what it 
means to be Grosse 
Pointe Unitarian Church 
in 2025 and 2026,” he 
said. 

“… In our faith tradi-
tion, every congregation 
is unique and makes 
decisions on their own,” 
he added. “I’m excited 
to see what the possibil-
ities are for this ministry 
going forward. I ’m 
excited about getting to 
know the congregation 
— our youngest mem-
bers and our oldest 
members.”

Wisman said he’s 
looking forward to lead-
ing Christmas Eve wor-
ship and, come January, 
offering adult religious 
education classes about 
spir i tual  pract ices , 
schools of theology and 
other topics.

“Teaching is my pas-
sion,” he said, “and I 
want to get to know 
more people.”

Wisman, who hails 
from Massachusetts, 
earned a bachelor’s 
degree in secondary 
education and English. 
He is licensed to teach 
high school in his home 
state, but “never used it 
professionally,” he said.

T h o u g h  h e  w a s 
advised as an undergrad 
to pursue a different 
career path as a means 
to explore his options, 
he already knew his true 
calling — a path he cred-
its to his home congre-
gation and its minister.

“First Parish Church 
of Groton did a wonder-
ful job of empowering 
youth to feel like a part 
of the congregation,” he 
said, noting he was not 
raised in the church. His 
parents, he said, opted 
for sleeping in on the 
weekends and taking 
him on Boy Scout camp-
ing trips.

“A lot of my class-
mates in middle school 
and high school were 
Unitarian,” he added. 
“They shared with me 
what they did on the 
weekends.”

Once  he  s tar ted 

attending regularly, he 
was hooked.

“I preached my first 
sermon as a junior in 
high school,” he said. 
“My minister encour-
aged me. She said she 
was seeing gifts in me. 
She was helpful by ask-
ing good questions and 
affirming I was on a 
good path going for-
ward.”

Despite studying for 
an education degree, he 
decided, “If I’m doing 
anything that’s not pre-
paring me for ministry, 
that’s wasted time.”

He applied to Andover 
Newton Theological 
School and earned a 
Master of  Divinity 
degree. He then com-
pleted a two-year church 
internship, as well as 
two 400-hour hospital 
chaplaincy internships, 
and was ordained in 
2015, at First Parish 
Church of Groton in 
Massachusetts. He cur-
rently is pursuing a 
Doctor of Ministry in 
Spir i tual  Direct ion 
degree.

Wisman, who has 
served congregations in 
Texas,  Kansas and 
Massachusetts, said he 
is passionate about good 
preaching, mentoring 
and helping communi-
ties uncover the unique 
spiritual and historical 
threads that define 
them.

“The public aspects of 
ministry I found the 
most interesting, but 
also social justice work, 
speaking truth to power 
and leading a commu-
nity,” he said. “… This 
faith embraces science 
and world religions, as 
well as the world around 
us. Unitarian Universal 
is an old faith tradition, 
but our thinking isn’t 
old. We embrace wis-
dom from different 
sources looking at the 
world. We welcome and 
celebrate different kinds 
of people. … We affi rm 
and welcome all gender 
identi t ies,  atheists , 
agnostics, theists and 
everyone in between. 

“Come on down. We’d 
love to see you.”

G r o s s e  P o i n t e 
Unitarian Church ser-
vices take place 10:30 
a.m. Sundays. For more 
information, visit gpuuc.
org.

GPUC welcomes 
new settled minister
By Jody McVeigh
Editor

COURTESY PHOTO

The Rev. Aaron Wisman is the new minister of 
Grosse Pointe Unitarian Church.

G r o s s e  P o i n t e 
Unitarian Church, 17150 
Maumee, City of Grosse 
Pointe, hosts its third 
annual Christmas tree 
sale, which opens to the 
public tomorrow.

The sale runs 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Friday, Nov. 28, 
and Saturday, Nov. 29. 

“After that we will be 
available on Friday after-
noons and Saturdays all 
day until the trees are 
gone,”  par ishioner 
Michael Thompson said. 

“We have added a nice 
feature on our website, 
under the link ‘Christmas 
Trees,’ to purchase ahead 
of time,” he added. “You 
can also add delivery.”

All the trees are a mini-
mum of seven feet tall 
and many are eight to 12 
feet tall, for those looking 
for something bigger.

Cost is $85, Thompson 
said, and local delivery is 

available for an addi-
tional $15.

“This sale has been 
well-received and pro-
ceeds go to the church,” 
he added. “We are grate-
ful for every sale and 
these locally grown 

Fraser fi rs will hold their 
needles into the new 
year. We look forward to 
seeing everyone.” 

For more information, 
visit gpuuc.org or call 
(313) 881-0420.

— Jody McVeigh

Tree sale kicks off Friday

COURTESY PHOTO 

Grosse Pointe Unitarian Church member Michael 
Thompson welcomes the community to the 
church’s third annual Christmas tree sale.
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LIFE & LEISURE
TED
RONEY
313.549.0123
realestateroney@gmail.com

18412 MACK AVE 
GROSSE POINTE FARMS

112725

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY
Animals Available for 
Adoption at gpaas.org
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
313-884-1551 OR www.gpaas.org

Ca ll to a rra nge aCa ll to a rra nge a
Meet a nd Gre etMeet a nd Gre et

5

Meet

WESLEYWESLEY

 MeetMeet

MCGR AWCGR AW

20542 Harper
(Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551
www.gpaas.org

Male, 3 months old, Shorthair,Male, 3 months old, Shorthair,
White/Gray.White/Gray.

With the change of seasons and age,
old dooors do not work as well as they
used to. With expert care, they can be
restored to their original beauty, security
and ease of use for you to enjoy for
years to come.

Call us today! We can help...

• WEATHER STRIP
• LOCK RESTORATION
• PLANE AND ADJUST
• NEW HARDWARE

Old-Door Specialist
Village Lock are experts in the repair and maintenance 

of the grand old doors of Grosse Pointe

11
27

25

18554 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48236

villagelockgp@gmail.com • 313-881-8603

VILLAGE LOCK
& HOME REPAIR 

Next Open Houses
Saturday, Nov. 29th and Dec. 13th

10-Noon

Male,Male,
2 years old, 2 years old, 

Shihtzu/Yorkie Shihtzu/Yorkie 
Mix, Gold/Silver,Mix, Gold/Silver,
special needs,special needs,

12 lbs12 lbs.

More than 1,600 mid-
dle school students 
from 10 schools across 
Wayne  County  — 
Detroit, Hamtramck, 
Redford and Harper 
Woods — had the oppor-
tunity this week to meet 
acclaimed authors Matt 
de la Peña, Soman 
Chainani and Kelly 
Baptist in celebration of 
their inclusion in the 
anthology book, “Flying 
Lessons and Other 

Stories.” The events 
took place at Music Hall 
Detroit and the Detroit 
Public Library as part of 
a program orchestrated 
by Literacy for Kids.

“Literacy for Kids is 
running one of the most 
impressive literacy pro-
grams in the country,” 
said de la Peña, a 
Newbery Award winner 
and returning author to 
the Detroit-based non-
profit ’s Authors:IN-

Detroit series.
Moderated in a panel 

discussion by Joel 
Fluent Greene, a cele-
brated Detroit-based 
poet, author, spoken-
word artist and creative 
curator, the authors 
talked to the students 
about their careers as 
writers and read pas-
sages from the book. 
Each student received 
in advance of the event 
autographed copies of 

the book. Their teach-
ers used coordinated 
lesson plans as part of 
the classroom curricu-
lum leading up to the 
event.

“These nat ional ly 
regarded authors exem-
plify Literacy for Kids’ 
mission,” said Jayne M. 
Rose-Vallee, president 
and founder of Literacy 

for Kids. “They want to 
ge t  young  peop le 
excited about writing 
and reading. Together, 
we bring world-class 
creative talent and 
authentic storytelling to 
Detroit  and Wayne 
County students and 
provide them with an 
e x p e r i e n c e  t h e y ’ l l 
remember.”

Literacy for Kids pro-
motes literacy, imagina-
tion and poetry, as well 
as inspires young minds 
to stretch their talents 
and passions. Literacy 
for Kids was founded in 
2019, to teach children 
to recognize the art in 
reading.

For more information, 
visit literacyforkids.org.

1,600 students meet acclaimed authors 
during pair of Literacy for Kids events

COURTESY PHOTOS

From left, author Matt de la Peña, Literacy for Kids founder Jayne Rose-Vallee, author Soman Chainani, 
author Kelly Baptist and poet Joel Fluent Greene.

Student visitors packed Music Hall Detroit.

Students were given copies of “Flying Lessons and 
Other Stories,” prior to the author panel.

Author Soman Chainani answers a question during the panel discussion.

Students were eager to participate while attending Authors:IN-Detroit at the 
Detroit Public Library.

Students 
lined up to 
ask ques-
tions of the 
panelists.
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Dear Gabby: It is offi -
cially gift list season 
and my kids have sub-
mitted what can only be 
described as novellas. 
Pages. Bullet points. 
Hyperlinks. One child 
even provided an anno-
tated priority ranking. 
Meanwhile their friends 
seem to get everything 
they ask for and then 
some. 

I want my kids to feel 
excited and grateful, 
but I also cannot and 
will not buy the entire 
Target catalog. 

How do I keep the 
magic alive without 
dra in ing  my bank 
account or my sanity? 
— Maxed Out in the 
City

Dear Maxed Out: 
Children today are not 

writing wish lists. They 
are preparing investor 
pitch decks. PowerPoints. 
Market analyses. They 
are out here asking for 
$600 gadgets like they 
have a  brokerage 
account. You are not 
imagining it.

The good news is that 
a long list does not 
mean they expect every-
thing on it. It means 
they are giving you a 
menu. And like any fi ne 
restaurant you are 
allowed to choose one 
appetizer, one entree 
and one dessert.

Do not compete with 
their friends’ parents or 
Instagram. That is a 
losing game and it ends 
with someone crying — 
and it usually is the 
parent holding the 
credit card bill.

Here is a holiday for-
mula that works:

One thing they want.
One thing they need.
One thing to read.
One thing to wear.
Then add one sur-

prise. It can be small. 
Kids think anything 
they were not expecting 
is delightful.

You are not responsi-
ble for keeping up with 
anyone. You are respon-
sible for raising chil-
dren who know that joy 
is not measured by pile 
height.

Wrap with pride.

— Gabby

We love problem-solving 
and giving advice! Please 
send us your questions & 
problems to advice@
grossepointenews.com.

GROSSE POINTEGROSSE POINTEGabbyGabby Pointing you in Pointing you in 

the right the right 

direction with direction with 

real-life advice!real-life advice!

DEAR ANNIE: Though 
I’m young, I often feel as if 
I’m living the life of 
someone much older. 
This past year, many 
brewing family crises 
collided between March 
and April.

One relative passed 
away from a condition we 
all knew about, but the 
loss still hit hard. Around 
the same time, my father 
lost our family home, and 

we were evicted in March, 
losing many things of 
sentimental and mone-
tary value. I learned of 
the fi nal eviction at the 
funeral. Soon after, my 
mother initiated a long-
awaited divorce and 
begged me to lie to my 
newly homeless father 
about her and my sister’s 
situation.

In early April, two more 
relatives died suddenly. 

While the signs were 
there, they’d hidden how 
sick they were. These two 
were the emotional back-
bone of our family, host-
ing Christmas every year 
of my childhood. I was 
incredibly close to them, 
and taking both off life 
support was devastating. 
Around that time, my own 
health began to falter, 
whether from stress or 
something else. Another 

relative was diagnosed 
with Stage 4 lung cancer 
but is hanging on.

More has happened, but 
things have mostly shaken 
out OK. My family is now 
scattered across states and 
time zones, and my father 
travels regularly for 
work, staying with 
friends when he does.

How the heck do I cel-
ebrate Christmas? Should 
I skip it? We have no plan 
and no home base, and 
my father’s side is 
unavailable. Some rela-
tives are fi ghting, and the 
thought of celebrating 
without everyone breaks 
my heart. But I realize 
that’s already happening.

I want to buy a few 
things to keep for future 
Christmases to remind me 
of — and honor — those 
we’ve lost (one person 
especially loved the holi-
day and passed that joy on 
to me). I just fear the day 
will feel depressing and 
tense. My partner’s family 
would be happy to have 
me, but I think that would 
upset me more, having to 
smile through my sadness. 
And despite it all, I find 
myself wanting to sing 
Christmas songs already. 
— Caroler in Crisis ?

DEAR CAROLER: 
You’ve endured more in a 
year than many face in a 
lifetime. No wonder 
Christmas feels impossible. 

It’s natural to feel lost 
after so much change and 
instability, and it’s OK to 
not celebrate the way you 
used to. If all you can man-
age is something small, 
such as lighting a candle, 
hanging one ornament or 
playing a single carol, 
that’s enough. Your wish to 
honor your relatives who 
loved Christmas is enough. 
Give yourself grace, let 
emotions come and go as 
they do and remember 
you’re doing your best.

If you spend the day 
with your partner’s fam-
ily, don’t put on an act. 
Let them know it’s a ten-
der time; I’m sure they’ll 
understand. Or, if you’d 
rather keep it small this 
year with your mother 
and sister, lean into that.

This first Christmas 
will be hard, but it’s also 
a beginning. You’re not 
skipping this day but 
simply reshaping it 
around what’s still here.

DEAR READERS: 
Thanksgiving has a way 
of sneaking up on us, 
doesn’t it? One minute 
we’re rushing through 
the year, taking the kids 
to games and meeting 
deadlines, and the next 
we’re standing over tur-
key and wondering how 
the year fl ew by so fast. 
But beneath the noise of 
the dinner table and all 
the pie crusts, this day 
gives us something rare: 
a reason to pause, look 
around and feel grate-
ful. Life isn’t perfect, 
but it’s  life, and we’re 
all blessed to live it. 

The poet Rumi once 
said, “Wear gratitude 
like a cloak and it will 
feed every corner of your 
life.” I like that image 
because it suggests grati-
tude isn’t something we 
express once a year; it’s 
something we live in. It 
keeps us warm when life 
feels cold, and it reminds 
us that grace often shows 
up in small, unremark-
able ways.

M a r c u s  A u r e l i u s 
wrote, “When you arise 
in the morning, think of 
what a privilege it is to 
be alive —  to breathe, to 
think, to enjoy, to love.” 
He wasn’t talking about 
grand success or perfect 
days. He was talking 
about ordinary morn-
ings —  the kind most of 
us rush through without 
a thought. Gratitude, at 
its core, is simply paying 
attention.

I know that not every 
Thanksgiving table feels 
easy. Some of you are 
carrying grief or sitting 
across from someone you 
don’t quite know how to 
talk to. Some are eating 
alone, remembering 
years when the house 

was louder. Gratitude 
doesn’t ignore that; it 
coexists with it. It says, 
“Even here, even now, 
there is something worth 
holding on to.”

Maybe this year, grati-
tude means calling some-
one you’ve been meaning 
to forgive. Maybe it’s 
finding humor in the 
burnt rolls or the mis-
matched chairs. Or 
maybe it’s just saying 
thank you — not for any-
thing fancy, but for the 
everyday kindnesses that 
often go unnoticed.

Ralph Waldo Emerson 
wrote, “Cultivate the habit 
of being grateful for every 
good thing that comes to 
you, and to give thanks 
continuously.” That’s 
what I hope for all of us — 
that gratitude becomes 
less about a single 
Thursday in November 
and more about how we 
move through the other 
364 days of the year.

So as you sit at your 
table, take a moment, 
whether it’s full of family 
and friends or not. Look 
around. The world is far 
from perfect, but there’s 
still love, warmth, laugh-
ter and second chances.

Thank you, dear read-
ers, for being part of this 
column, for sharing your 
stories and your hearts. 
You remind me every 
week what connection 
really means.

W i s h i n g  y o u  a 
Thanksgiving full of 
peace, honesty and the 
kind of gratitude that 
lingers long after the 
dishes are done.

Send your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2025 
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Grateful today and always Dear Annie
by Annie Lane

Budget-friendly Christmas gift perspective

Get your tickets today for the 
family event of the season!

SCHA AP CENTER
15001 E. Jefferson • Grosse Pointe Park

Tickets available at gpt.org/whitechristmas
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“Gardenia?” he asked. 
“Is that what you smell?”

It was Thanksgiving 
decades ago, and my 
father said he loved the 
Navarro Gewurztraminer 
I had opened, but implied 
that he didn’t smell gar-
denias. So I asked, “What 
do you smell?”

“Uh, wine,” he said, 
“and it’s really nice, but 
gardenia?” He said the 
wine smelled a little like 
carnations. “I really like 
it,” he said after taking a 
sip, then added that 
when he had wine with 
dinner, he never thought 
of trying to describe it.

“Well, dad,” I said, 
“that’s what I do — what 
all wine writers do. We 
have to come up with 
words to describe this 
stuff.” And because I don’t 
rate wines using numbers, 
I’m reduced to the inexact 
process of describing 
wines in words.

How accurate are such 
descriptions? Not very. 
They can never be more 
than vague approxima-
tions. When a columnist 
suggests that a particular 
cabernet smells like cher-
ries, he or she isn’t talking 
about cherries as much as 
the impression they got 
after sticking their nose in 
a glass and reducing their 
options down to that par-
ticular fruit.

Another writer smell-

ing the same wine might 
suggest that the aroma is 
more like cassis. A third 
might say blackberries. 
All three aromas men-
t ioned here dif fer 
slightly, and none is 
exactly what that wine 
smells like.

We wine writers use a 
set of terms drawn from 
a basic wine vocabulary, 
to which most writers 
subscribe. Included are 
vague terms, such as 
“clean,” “fresh” and 
“fruity,” and more spe-
cifi c words, like “lime,” 
“blueberry,” “mocha” 
and “bell pepper.”

Indeed, “nuts,” “cof-
fee,” “bacon” and other 
similar terms all relate, 
not to fruit but to smoke 
from an oak barrel.

Wine descriptors are 
nearly endless, espe-
cially if you deviate from 
standard words and add 
in the obscure, such as 
“shoe polish,” “thawed 
frozen spinach,” “aged 
Turkish tobacco,” “shii-
take mushrooms” and 
“acetone.”

Sauvignon blanc is one 
of the world’s most 
descriptive grape vari-
etals, with a multitude of 
personas based not only 
on the grape variety, but 
also on where it grows, 
how it’s made and what 
the vintage delivered. 

New Zealand sauvi-

gnon blanc, notably from 
Marlborough, is about as 
classic a descriptor-
heavy variety as exists. 
Many NZ sauvignon 
blancs are said to smell 
like cut grass, bell pep-
per, tropical fruit, stone 
fruits, minerals and pine-
apple. In warm to hot 
regions, the variety is 
nearly scentless.

Among the most com-
mon descriptors for 
Marlborough sauvignon 
blanc are “cilantro,” 
“green pepper,” “goose-
berries” and even “cat 
pee” — even though that 
last term conjures up 
something unappealing.

These terms do apply 
to many inexpensive 
wines ($7 to $10 per bot-
tle). But when you move 
up the price scale, aro-
mas become more clas-
sic, fi ner, less radically 
vegetative.

Between $15 and $25, 
New Zealand sauvignon 
blancs deliver aromatics 
that relate more to terms 
that are less rustic. 

Lower-priced NZ sau-
vignon blancs also can 
have one additional 
drawback. Typically, 
they have a little less per-
sonality in the aftertaste 
and are slightly neutral.

So, yes, paying more 
for a New Zealand sauvi-
gnon blanc often gets you 
a lot more in terms of 
aroma and fl avor — espe-
cially when the wine isn’t 
served nearly frozen.

For those who prefer 
all whites served stone-
cold, lower-priced wines 
serve fine as thirst 
quenchers. 

But wine purists usu-
ally don’t serve wines 
frozen. For them, paying 
slightly more usually 
gives them so much more 
in aromatics, mid-palate 
tastes, and sublime after-
tastes. Such wines are 
superb when cool.

Drink responsibly and 
have a wonderful and 
safe Thanksgiving.

Wine of the Week:
2021 Allan Scott 

S a u v i g n o n  B l a n c , 
Marlborough ($16) —
Southern hemisphere 
wineries harvest grapes 
six months ahead of 

those in the northern 
hemisphere. A result: 
The wines from this 
year’s harvest typically 
are available that much 
sooner here. This excep-
tional producer has some 
of the oldest sauvignon 
blanc vines in New 
Zealand, and its most 
recent version has just 
been released. I adored 
the 2020 vintage version 
of this wine, and this one 
is even better with traces 
of lime and grapefruit, 

delicate tropical/floral 
notes and none of the 
sweetness that marks 
many of the cheaper ver-
sions. An exceptionally 
good wine worth paying 
slightly more to get.e.

To fi nd out more about 
Sonoma County resident 
Dan Berger, visit the 
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.
com.
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by Anna Lizer

5 Out Of 5

At this point, this col-
umn could not be more 
random. 

I’m just embracing the 
fact that there are many 
different facets of my life 
that  can  be  f ixed , 
improved or at least 
slightly enhanced with a 
good Amazon gadget. 
One of those facets is 
balloons.

I love birthdays. And 
celebrations. If there’s a 
birthday in this house, 
you can bet the birthday 
fairy is showing up to 
decorate the kitchen or 
someone’s room with so 
many balloons it looks 
like a high school prom 
setup. It’s something my 

parents always did for 
me and I love carrying on 
that tradition, because it 
really does make the day 
feel extra special.

But let’s be honest. It’s 
2025. We are not going to 
be manually inflating 100 
balloons. First of all, I’d 
go into cardiac arrest. 
Second of all, it’s just not 
necessary when there’s 
the  Nul ink Electr ic 
Balloon Pump for $14 on 
Amazon.  This  l i t t le 
machine is my secret 
weapon. 

I’ve used it dozens of 
times for balloon arches, 
birthday displays and 
party setups.  It  can 
inflate two balloons at 

once, which saves so 
much time, and it comes 
with small hand guards 
that make tying the bal-
loons a lot easier and 
faster.

It’s lightweight, plugs 
right into the wall and 
works like a charm every 
single time. It also has a 
cont inuous  mode i f 
you’re doing a big arch 
and a touch-to-inflate 
mode if you just need a 
few. It’s not loud, it 
doesn’t overheat and it 
turns what used to be a 
miserable task into 
something I actually 
don’t dread. I’ve used 
it for birthdays, gradu-
ation parties, team cel-

ebrations and random 
Tuesday surprises.

Final verdict: Five out 
of five alligators for the 
balloon pump that has 
truly changed the birth-
day game at my house.

We LOVE testing out 
new th ings !  Te l l  us 
about your favorite item 
or something you want 
us to try for you! Drop 
us a l ine at  media@
grossepointenews.com.

There are many 
Sunday mornings when I 
wake up early and make a 
quiche for my family. It all 
started when I discovered 
how easy a refrigerated 
pie crust could make my 
life. In fact, I get snide 
comments weekly about 
how many pie crusts are 
frozen and taking up space 
in the freezer. But that’s 
for another day. Today, 
I’m here to share how easy 
and attainable a quiche 
can be made from scratch. 

Now that we are in full 
holiday swing, I antici-
pate many Sunday morn-
ing breakfasts. If your 
family wakes up to the 
smell of a quiche in the 
oven, trust me, they’ll 
come congregate in the 
kitchen. If that makes 
you happy then you’re in 
luck. A good quiche is 
always a crowd-pleaser. 
It’s fancy sounding and 
tastes special but can be 
made in a breeze. The 
key is having a pie dough 
in the fridge, thawed and 
ready to go.

I decided to use sweet 

potatoes in this recipe. 
Grated sweet potatoes 
can be cooked quickly in 
a covered pan. Then they 
just melt into the ham and 
cheese fi lling while add-
ing a slightly sweet and 
earthy flavor. Smoked 
gouda goes great with 
ham and gives just a hint 
of smoke. Plus it melts 
smooth and creamy. 

This dish is for the 
mornings when family 
gathers around to talk 
about the upcoming day 
over a cup of coffee. You 
can make it the night 
before and keep it in the 
fridge ready to be 
reheated in the morning. 
Or better yet, give it as a 
holiday gift to your 
neighbor. We all have so 
much to be thankful for. 

Cheers, Mombeau

Quiche with Sweet 
Potatoes, Ham and 

Smoked Gouda

1 tbsp butter

1 medium sized sweet 

potato, grated (about 
2 cups tightly packed)

1 shallot, minced

8 eggs

1/3  cup whole milk or 
half and half

1 tsp dijon mustard

1 cup smoked gouda, 
grated

1 cup diced ham

Salt and pepper

1 refrigerated pie 
crust

Preheat your oven to 
375 degrees. Melt the 
butter in a skillet over 
medium heat. Add in the 
grated sweet potato, 
shallot and a pinch of 
salt and pepper. Stir, 
cover and cook for about 
five minutes flipping 
halfway through. The 
bottom should be a bit 
brown. Turn the heat off 
and work on the fi lling.

In a large bowl, whisk 
together the eggs, milk 
and mustard. Add another 
pinch of salt and pepper. 
Then fold in the cheese 
and ham.

Unroll the pie dough 
out onto a lightly fl oured 
surface. Gently roll the 
dough, to fi x any ripped 

seams, into a slightly 
larger circle. Wrap the 
dough around a rolling 
pin to unroll it onto a 
large pie dish. Then use 
your thumb and forefi n-
ger to pinch the edges to 
make a crimped edge. 
Spoon the sweet potato 
mixture onto the bottom 

of the dough in an even 
layer. Then pour the egg 
mixture over top. Place 
the pie dish onto a cookie 
sheet and bake for 50 to 
55 minutes or until the 
center is puffed.

Remove from the oven 
and let cool for about 10 
minutes before slicing.

Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger
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MOVIE REVIEW
“The New Boy”

2023 - Not Rated
1 hr 56 min
★★★★✩

I’m a big fan of 
Australian films. Over 
the past several years, 
the country has released 
a number of excellent 
movies, which for some 
reason, didn’t receive the 
attention I thought they 
deserved. So a few 
months ago, I searched 
the internet and drew up 
a list of notable films 
from Down Under to 
watch. And I’ve slowly 
been working my way 
through them. This is the 
latest one I had the plea-
sure of viewing. 

“The New Boy” is from 
A u s t r a l i a n  n a t i v e 
Warwick Thornton, who 
wrote, directed, and 
f i lmed the movie . 
Apparently the movie 
was two decades in the 
making, and it was 
through the help of Cate 
Blanchett, that the proj-
ect fi nally came to frui-
tion. She produced it 
along with her husband 
Andrew Upton. 

The movie deals with a 
difficult subject—the 
way native children were 
taken from their homes, 
in an attempt to assimi-
late them into society, 
and as a result, came 
close to eradicating their 
indigenous cultures. This 
was done here in this 
country with Native 
Americans, in Canada 
with First Nation chil-
dren, and in Australia 
with the Aborigines. In a 
many cases, this was 
done with the assistance 
of organized religions. 
Thornton himself was 
raised by Benedictine 
monks, so he under-
stands first hand what 
was involved. 

Going into the movie, I 
had an idea of where the 
story was going since 
I’ve seen several films 
dealing with the topic 
before. I thought it was 
going to involve a young-
ster tearfully taken from 
his parents, given to an 
orphanage where he’d be 
endlessly teased because 
of his looks, and eventu-
ally be transformed into 

a model child. Was I ever 
in for a surprise. And in 
a good way. While “The 
New Boy” does deal with 
a clash of cultures, it 
handles it in a more alle-
gorical way. There’s a 
pleasant dose of magical 
realism, which helps dif-
ferentiate it from most 
fi lms of this ilk. 

The fi lm opens in the 
harsh Outback of 
Australia in the 1940s 
when a nine-year old 
Aboriginal boy, played 
by Aswan Reid, is cap-
tured by British police-
men, put into a burlap 
sack, and dropped off at 
a rural missionary/
orphanage. There he’s 
taken in by the head nun, 
Sister Eileen (Blanchett). 
The dark-skinned lad 
has a shockingly bright 
head of curly blond hair, 
and is reluctant to speak 

either to Sister Eileen or 
his peers at the orphan-
age. Actually, the new 
boy hardly says a word 
throughout the fi lm, and 
lets his facial expres-
sions do most of his com-
municating. 

We learn early on that 
the priest who once ran 
the missionary, Don 
Peter passed away a year 
ago, and Sister Eileen is 
now in charge. She keeps 
this news from the 
authorities, and forges 
his signature whenever 
forms need to be signed. 
She’s assisted by Sister 
M u m  ( D e b o r a h 
Mailman) and George 
(Wayne Blair). The goal 
of the three is to “civi-
lize” the youths, and 
eventually turn them out 
into the world. At one 
point, a 13-year old 
reaches the stage where 

he’s ready to join the 
workforce, and is sent on 
his way. He’s not taken 
by car or bus, but we wit-
ness him walking away 
down the road by him-
self, suitcase in hand to 
face his future. Whatever 
that might be. 

One of the main 
themes of the movie is 
that of the confl ict of reli-
gious beliefs. Obviously, 
the nuns have a firm 
belief in Christ, which is 
in sharp contrast to that 
of the New Boy.

On numerous occa-
sions we witness him 
rubbing his fingers 
together which creates a 
magical spark that comes 
to life and comforts him 
at bedtime. At one point 
his gifts help him heal 
one of his classmates. 
There’s also the stig-
mata, where the wounds 

of Christ appear on the 
boys hands. But neither 
the boy nor Sister Eileen 
go out of their way to 
attempt to convert the 
other. They have a prac-
tical appreciation for the 
other’s belief system. 

This is one of those 
fi lms that’s not driven by 
a complicated plot. It’s a 
slow moving, gently 
paced and atmospheric 
movie.

Thornton, who’s an 
Aborigine himself, paints 
a beautiful picture with 
his camerawork. He 
spends a fair amount of 
time capturing not only 
the austere Outback, but 
the hypnotic waves of 
wheat fi elds, and close-
ups of the fl ora and fauna 
of the region. The 
soundtrack is also note-
worthy. Australian musi-
cians Nick Cave and 
Warren Ell is  have 
penned a subtle score 

that’s one for the books. 
It adds a quietly haunt-
ing, and almost sacred 
tone to the movie. 

I’ll conclude by saying 
that this movie isn’t for 
everyone. It unfolds gen-
tly, and doesn’t lecture 
the audience about the 
wrongs of colonialism or 
religion. But if you’re in 
the mood for a gorgeous 
film, with great acting, 
stunning cinematogra-
phy and scenery, and 
some lovely music, I 
think you enjoy it. 

Note to parents: The 
fi lm is not rated but I’d 
give it a PG-13. 

Currently streaming 
on Kanopy (free with 
your library card) and 
Hulu. Also to rent on 
YouTube, Fandango, 
Apple TV, and Amazon. 

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your 
queue, you might watch 
it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually buy it! 

I f  you  have  any 
movie suggestions, feel 
free to email me at: 
dominmark@yahoo.com. 

Also, if you’re looking 
for more recommenda-
tions, be sure to check out 
my blog: moviejunkie-
mark.blogspot.com.
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Movie poster for the 2023 movie “The New Boy,” written and directed 
by Warwick Thornton.

by Mark Domin
“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”

Movie Junkie Mark

George takes the boys fi refi ghting.

The New Boy arrives.

Harvest time.

The New Boy played by Aswan Reid.

Pure magic.

A moment of prayer.

Deborah Mailman as Sister Mum and Wayne 
Bair as George.

Aswan Reid & Cate Banchett star in “The New Boy.”
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Contract BridgeContract Bridge
A 20-POINT INVESTMENT

The natural instinct for self- 
preservation has its equivalent at the 
bridge table. Consider this deal where 
South is in six clubs and West leads 
a trump. Declarer sees that his only 
potential losers are in the diamond 
suit, and that all he has to do to make 
the slam is to ruff one or two dia-
monds in dummy. 

But if South gets careless, he goes 
down. If he wins the club lead and 
attempts to cash the A-K of diamonds, 
West ruffs the second diamond and 
returns a trump, and the slam goes 
down the drain. Declarer can ruff one 
diamond in dummy, but not two, and 
must concede a diamond trick to East 
to hold himself to down one.

However, if declarer exercises his 
natural instinct to survive, he cashes 
the ace of diamonds at trick two and 
leads the deuce of diamonds at trick 
three! The defense is helpless against 
this play. East can win dummy’s ten 
with jack and return a trump, but 
declarer is now in full control. He 
ruffs a low diamond with dummy’s 
last trump, establishing the suit, and 
scores the rest of the tricks.

It’s true that declarer will lose a trick 
by adopting this line of play if the 
opposing diamonds are divided 3-2. 
North might even rebuke his partner 
for so blithely tossing away a trick.

But the fact remains that South will 
collect 1,370 points by deliberately 
giving away a 20-point trick, and at 
the same time will nullify the possi-
bility of losing 100. The trick he gives 
away is simply a matter of self-pres-
ervation.

©2025 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve BeckerWeekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
Moon Alert: Avoid shop-

ping (except for food and 
gas) or important decisions 
from 12:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
EST today (9:30 a.m. to 12 
noon PST). After that, the 
Moon moves from 
AQUARIUS into PISCES. 

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, November 27, 
2025:

You’re fi ercely individu-
alistic. You are positive-
minded, independent, 
mentally active and sym-
pathetic to those in need. 
This is a slower paced 
year. Take time to rest and 
rejuvenate yourself . 
Practice kindness, helpful-
ness and assistance to oth-
ers. Concentrate on your 
needs and what brings you 
happiness.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
Many times you have a 

short fuse (and you know 
this). Today is the perfect 
day to practice patience 
and cultivate diplomacy, 
because you might feel 
impatient with friends 
and groups, especially 
about finances, shared 
expenses or your posses-
sions.  Stay frosty. 
Tonight: Enjoy solitude.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

On the whole, you are 
charming and easygoing. 
You are also an excellent 
host who enjoys good 
food and drink. Remember 
these good qualities today 
if you feel challenged 
when talking to parents, 
bosses or authority fig-
ures, as well as partners 
and spouses. Keep smil-
ing. Tonight: Be friendly.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

Pay at tent ion to 
everything you say and 
do today. Travel plans 
might be challenged. 
Give yourself extra 
time so you will have 
wiggle room if you 
need to deal with the 
u n e x p e c t e d . 
Interactions with co-
workers or caregivers
might be challenging.
Pat ience .  Tonight : 
You’re noticed.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Parents must be patient 
with their kids today 
because there’s a lot of 
tension in the air and 
kids can pick up on this. 
It just so happens that 
Venus is at odds with the 
Moon, and at odds with 
unpredictable Uranus. 
People are prickly! Stay 
calm. Tonight: Explore.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

This is a challenging day 
for family members, par-
ents, spouses and close 
friends. Yes, practically 
everyone! You are a natu-
ral performer and actor. 
Choose to be part of the 
solution today and not part 
of the problem. Look for 
ways to soften hard edges. 
Tonight: Check banking.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Pay attention to every-
thing you say and do, 
because this is a mildly 
accident-prone day for 
your sign. (Definitely.) 
Keep your eyes open and 
think before you speak or 
act. Give yourself extra 
time. Transportation delays 
are classic today. Stay 
focused by being helpful. 
Tonight: Cooperate.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Goethe said, “Correction 
does much but encourage-
ment does more.” Keep this 
in mind today, because 
tempers are frayed and 
adults might be impatient, 
which makes it easy to 
express frustration with the 
boisterousness of children. 
Likewise, be patient with 
romantic partners. (It’s just 
one day.) Tonight: Work.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Do what you can to keep 
the peace and help things 
fl ow smoothly today. The 
vibes in the air are chal-
lenging. This is a fact. It’s 
easy to be charming when 
things are smooth; the real 
challenge is to be charm-
ing when there’s smoke in 
the kitchen. Tonight: 
Socialize.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

By nature, you are a 
friendly, breezy sign. 
Fortunately, you’re also 
very organized. Use 
your smooth communi-
cation skills and ability 
to pull things together 
to make this a better 
day for everyone. With 
the Sun and fi ery Mars 
in your sign, you can do 
this! Tonight: Relax.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

More than any other 
sign, you value tradition 
and family. Stay fl exible 
today if your plans fall 
apart. Be patient with 
friends, groups and 
children. Everyone is 
dealing with their own 
challenges today. This 
means you can demon-
strate grace under pres-
s u r e .  T o n i g h t : 
Conversations.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Today the Moon is in 
your sign at odds with 
fair Venus and Uranus. 
A l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y , 
things will not flow as 
planned. Something 
unpredictable on the 
homefront might take 
place — shortages, 
de lays ,  breakages , 
e v e n  a c c i d e n t s . 
Therefore, be cool. 
K e e p  t h e  p e a c e . 
Tonight: Check your 
belongings.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

This is an accident-
prone day for your 
sign, so pay attention 
to everything you say 
and do. Think before 
you act or speak. Drive 
and walk carefully. Be 
magnanimous and for-
giving if others make a 
boo-boo. That’s life. 
Tonight: You win!

BORN TODAY
Director, producer, 

screenwriter Kathryn 
Bigelow (1951), actress 
Samantha Bond (1961), 
martial artist, philoso-
pher, actor Bruce Lee 
(1940).
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Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

11/27

Universal Crossword

© 2025 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

Edited by David Steinberg November 27, 2025

11/20 Solution

Turkey Trot by Zhouqin Burnikel11/27

ACROSS
1 Iraqi or 

Qatari
5 Like heat 

rash
 10 Puts chips 

on red, say
 14 Bagel or 

bialy
 15 Western 

lake home to 
Emerald Bay

 16 Jane of 

 17 *Easy  
opponents 
in the  
boxing ring

 19 Show to a 
table

 20 Secret hoard
 21 Things 

shown at the 
airport or bar

 22 PCs  
introduced  
in 1981

 23 *Video game 
featuring 
Lara Croft

 27 Mono  
alternative

 29 
conditions

 32 Footed the 
bill

 33 West African 
nation known 
for desert 
blues

 36 Stitch  
together

 37 And so forth: 
Abbr.

 38 *River 
through 
Washington, 
D.C.

 40 Miracle-___
 41 Capital 

trashed by 
Godzilla

 43 Dance part

 44 “Cool!”
 45 Moves 

furtively
 47 
 49 *Comic  

strip hero 
with a 
skull ring

 52 
helper

 54 F- or K+
 55 Like 2024, in 

comparison 
to 2025

 58 Cracker 
brand that 
collaborated 
with Oreo

 59 *Absolute 
lowest point

 63 Helpful hint
 64 Disappear 

into the ___
 65 Classroom 

helper
 66 Drink brand 

with a 
two-lizard 
logo

 67 Alone in 
a cockpit

 68 One may 
hold a B.S.

DOWN
  1 Creative 

pursuits
2 Dig like a pig
3 ___ mater
4 Criticized 

severely
5 Figure skater 

Midori
6 Tic-___-toe
7 Committee 

leader
8 Odyssey 

creator
9 Polite 

response 
to the boss, 
perhaps

 10 Overwhelm 
with requests

 11 Cosmetic 
product for 
shaping 
arches

 12 Melbourne 
transport

 13 Theater 
backdrops

 18 Hammer- 
throwing god

 24 Note from 
the boss

 25 Bathtub toys
 26 

shape
 27 Kept under 

wraps
 28 Concert 

souvenir
 30 Out in the 

sticks
 31 What adult 

jaguars have 
that adult 

 32 Furry  
adoptees

 34 Real estate 
parcel

 35 “To clarify ...”
 38 

the bear”

 39 Date with 
a doc

 42 Game played 

 44 Sticker worn 
at meet and 
greets

 46 What rises 
from a  
cathedral roof

 48 Sport with 
ponies

 50 Owl noises
 51 Dried poblano 

pepper
 52 Story  

trajectories
 53 Grain  

storage tower
 56 Move a 

spoon in 
circles

 57 Dr Pepper 
or Pibb Xtra

 60 “Game 
Shakers” star 
Mitchell

 61 Frat house 
address

 62 ___ student 
(aspiring 
doc)

11/27

DOWN
1 Creative 

pursuits
2 Dig like a pig
3 ___ mater
4 Criticized 

severely
5 Figure skater 

Midori
6 Tic-___-toe
7 Committee 

leader
8 Odyssey 

creator
9 Polite 

response 
to the boss, 
perhaps

 10 Overwhelm 
with requests

Weekly   ChallengeWeekly   Challenge
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Wumo Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler

Carpe Diem Niklas Eriksson

Andy Capp Reg Smythe

Flying McCoys     Glenn McCoy
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B.C. Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Crankshaft Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
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Scott Ketchum, Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton
Dennis the Menace  Hank Ketchum,

 Mother Goose and Grim Mike Peters

Beetle Bailey Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker
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Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John ReinerThe Lockhorns

Bizarro     Dan Piraro and Wayno

Reality Check      Dave Whamond

“why cook a big thanksgiving meal? we still
have leftovers from last year.”

thursday

“me and grampa would be more thankful if 
you cut the turkey into thinner slices.”

comics
 Peanuts Charles M. Schulz
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Blondie Chris and Dean Young
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  Ziggy Tom Wilson

Over The Hedge Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus Tony Carrilo

Wizard of Id        Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Hagar The Horrible   (Dik Browne & Chris Browne Original Creators)     Bob Webber Jr. and Gary Hallgren

“Is it turkey time already?”

Popeye Bud Sagendorf

Crock Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

 Close To Home        John McPherson

“I’m just tossing these Nerf lightning bolts at 
people who have committed minor screwups.”

Marmaduke Paul & Brad Anderson
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Family Circus Bill and Jeff Keane

©2025 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“No, Jeffy. It’s ThanksGIVING,
not ThanksGETTING!”
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Garfield Jim Davis

thursday    Comics
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Standards Link: Language Arts: 
Follow simple written 

instructions.

Look through today’s 
newspaper to find:

Something you eat 
on Thanksgiving
Fall leaves
Warm clothing
Something on sale

Thanksgiving 
Scavenger 

Hunt

Let’s Make Headlines!

Design Your Newspaper

Funniest Family Story

What was the biggest family 
news that was reported by 
someone in your family at 
your Thanksgiving gathering?

This will be the top story in 
your newspaper. Interview 
family members for answers 
to WHO, WHAT, WHERE, 
WHEN and WHY for this story.

   Write a headline for the story. Be sure the 
   headline is catchy, but most importantly TRUE.

Every family has funny stories. Ask your family members to share one 
with you. Use a quote from one of them to write a short front page article.

On a large sheet of paper or poster board, create your 
newspaper front page. Do the math to identify the 
parts of the page.

6 + 4

12

11

10

9

8

NEWS ARTICLE

QUOTE

HEADLINE

PICTURE/PHOTO

SURVEY/GRAPH

=

=

=

=

=

How many differences can you find between these 
two family portraits?

Can you circle at 
least 10 silly things 

in this picture?

Newspaper reports are good 

ways to record history. They 

can be read in the future to 

remind people of things that 

have happened in the past.

When families gather for 

Thanksgiving, there is often 

a lot a sharing of news about 

each other’s lives. But, if no 

one writes it down, these 

things could get forgotten 

over time.

This week’s Kid Scoop page 

can help you design a family 

newspaper front page that 

records your family’s news 

and create memories you 

will treasure in the future.

6 + 6

3 + 3 + 3

15 - 4

4 + 4

© 2025 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 41, No. 52

What people, places and things 
are you thankful for?

“I Am Thankful 
For …”

Standards Link: Language Arts: Write 
descriptively using supporting details.

The noun reporter means 
a person who gathers facts and 
information for a news story.

REPORTER

Try to use the word reporter 
in a sentence today when 
talking with your friends 

and family members.

The reporter wrote an 
article about the new cafe 

opening in town.

This week’s word:

Standards Link: Letter sequencing. Recognize identical 
words. Skim and scan reading. Recall spelling patterns.

Find the words by looking up, 
down, backwards, forwards, 

sideways and diagonally.
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ASK
BIGGEST
FAMILY
FUTURE
GATHER
LEAVES
NEWS
PAGE
POSTER
REPORTS
SHARING
STORY
TIME
TRUE
WARM

With a family member, read a newspaper article 
in your local newspaper and underline all the 
nouns. Circle all the verbs. Can you write 
another article with the same nouns and verbs?

Standards Link: Language Arts: Identify parts of speech.

Things and Actions

ANSWER: Autumn leaves.

What’s the best thing about Thanksgiving? Ask family members
and friends to choose their favorite. Color in one space for each 
person’s choice to create a graph for your Thanksgiving Times 
newspaper page.

FOOTBALL PARADE FAMILY 
TIME

DINNER DESSERT

Turkey Day Survey

Name and age of oldest person:

Name and age of youngest person:

What did you eat for Thanksgiving 
dinner when you were a child?

Whose house did you go to for 
Thanksgiving dinner?

Who all came?

What was the best part of our family 
Thanksgiving gathering?

What are you most grateful for?

What is your favorite Thanksgiving 
dessert?

Standards Link: Language Arts: Follow 
simple written instructions.

Ask the oldest person to tell what their 
Thanksgiving was like when they were 
the same age as the youngest person at 

your gathering.

With hundreds of topics, every 
Kid Scoop  printable activity pack 
features six-to-seven pages of 
high-interest extra learning 
activities for home and 
school! Get your free 
sample today at:

Your Neighborhood
It’s what’s most important to you, to your 

kids, to your family. It’s easy to stay on top 
of what is happening around you with the Subscribing is easy. 

Call 313.343.5578
or visit grossepointenews.com

$4 50 Annual subscription, 
delivered weekly with 
24/7 online access
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Who You Hire Matters.
With 30 years of experience helping buyers and
sellers in Grosse Pointe—and a lifetime as a resident—
I bring unmatched local knowledge, proven results,
and a deep commitment to this community.
Real estate isn’t just my job—it’s personal.

DINO RICCI
#DinoSells  313-460-2225 11

27
25

11
27

25

South swims to second-place finish
Grosse Pointe South varsity girls swim and dive took to the pool one last time this fall for the MHSAA Division 2 state fi nals Saturday, Nov. 22. The Blue Devils 
fi nished the weekend as the state runner-up, coming in just two points behind state-champion Farmington Hills Mercy, but several South swimmers did end up 
on the podium as individual and relay state champions. Come back to the Grosse Pointe News next week for full coverage and results from the state fi nals.

PHOTO BY JESSICA BRYAN

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 

A senior season can 
be a special one for any 
athlete when it is the 
last time they get to suit 
up and compete 
alongside some 
of the best 
friends they 
have made 
a long the 
way. That is 
how th i s 
winter feels 
f o r  N i c k 

Gould 

a n d 
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y 
Liggett School varsity 
boys hockey team. 

Gould has been with 
the Knights’ program all 
four years of high 
school and has bonded 
well with every team-
mate with whom he has 
shared that time. Liggett 
hockey has accom-

plished some pretty 
good things so far 
i n  G o u l d ’ s 
career. However, 
there 

s t i l l 
a r e 
s o m e 
p e a k s 
he and 
his fel-

l o w 
s e n i o r s 

hope 
t o 

reach, like winning 
another  Cathol ic 

L e a g u e  t i t l e , 
fi nally winning a 
regional title and 
making a deep 
run in the play-
offs, but they 

know the weight 
rests on their shoul-

ders to get there.
“We’ve been talking 

about it a lot for the past 
three years, always say-
ing wait until this year,” 
Gould said. “We’re 

finally seniors and 
the team’s suc-

c e s s 

is 
based on us 

as leaders, so it’s defi -
nitely important, but 
also exciting.”

Gould defi nitely will 
be one of the players 
leading the way for the 

Knights as part of the 
team’s top forward line. 
Along with  fe l low 
winger Griffi n Marchal 
and center Luke Slanec, 
the three make up what 
is expected to be a 
dynamic trio for Liggett 
this season. All three 
are close both on and 
off the ice; they seem to 
have that perfect chem-
istry that makes a for-
ward line click.

“They’ve been my 
best friends for a while 
now and playing with 
them for years has 
really helped me get to 

know them better on 
and of f 

t h e 
i c e , ”  G o u l d 
said. “That’s what’s 
going to make our team 
closer. All of the good 
teams are close and 

h a v i n g 
guys on 
your team 
t h a t 
y o u ’ r e 
f r i e n d s 
w i t h 
m e a n s 
you can 
have a lot 
o f  s u c -
cess.”

T h a t 
chemistry 
h a s 
helped so 
far in the 
few games 
the Knights already 
have played. All three 
are the team’s top 
three lead-

ers 
in points 

at the moment, with 
Gould leading the way. 
Through fi ve games, he 
has tallied nine points, 
including seven goals. 

Gould’s  offensive 
abilities were never in 
doubt. He has plenty of 
confi dence in his speed 
and his ability to get to 
the puck quickly on the 
forecheck. What Gould 

has focused on more in 
his approach to this sea-
son is strength and 
toughness, while also 
being more selective 
with his opportunities.

“Shot confidence,” 
Gould said about what 
he focused the most on 
improving. “Not shoot-
ing too much and just 
having confi dence when 
I do. It goes a long way, 
especially after last 
year. It wasn’t a bad 
season, but not a season 
I hoped for. … Coming 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Gould brings veteran leadership, 
skill to Liggett boys hockey
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Nick GouldNick Gould

Sponsored by Shana Sine Cameron
Sine & Monaghan Real Estate

School: University Liggett
Sport: Hockey

Striking Gould
•  Scored 7 goals and recorded 2 assists through 

5 games this season 

• Led Liggett with 19 goals in 2024-25 season 

• In 4th season with Liggett boys varsity hockey

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Nick Gould
See ATHLETE, page 2D
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WATERFRONT

22516 BEACH
ST CLAIR SHORES

22435 LAKECREST
ST CLAIR SHORES

WATERFRONT

1001 W. JEFFERSON 
DETROIT

WATERFRONT

WATERFRONT

37829 MAST CT
HARRISON TWP

10043 DIXIE HWY
IRA TOWNSHIP

WATERFRONT

49300 BAYSHORE DR
CHESTERFIELD TWP

WATERFRONT

YOUR WATERFRONT EXPERT

REALTOR ®
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Connecting buyers & sellers
all around Lake St. Clair

Additional waterfront listings 
COMING SOON!
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WINTER SPORTSWINTER SPORTS
UNIVERSITY LIGGETT

Boys Varsity Basketball

The University Liggett 
School varsity boys bas-
ketball team once again 
is ushering in a new era 
this winter. New head 
coach Jaylen Rutherford 
takes over the program 
following the departure 
of former head coach 
James Scott. Rutherford 
enters the position with 
dreams of taking the 
Knights to new heights. 

R u t h e r f o r d ,  w h o 
became the all-time 
leading scorer for Mid-
Michigan Col lege’s 
men’s basketball team in 
2020, previously served 
as an assistant coach at 
Detroit Catholic Central. 
With Liggett being his 
fi rst job as a head coach, 
he is confi dent the team 
he is inheriting already 
has the drive and dedi-
cation to be successful.

“These kids are amaz-
ing kids and there’s 

nothing more you could 
ask for,” he said. “They 
want to be coached. 
They’re OK with putting 
in the work and that’s 
the biggest thing. You 
have to be OK with the 
process. … The process 
is so much fun, of going 
and competing and get-
ting better.”

The Knights have a 
solid group of returning 
players who are ready to 
build up the team. Last 
year, Liggett finished 
with a 9-11 record and 
made it to the CHSL St. 
Anne Division champi-
onship game, but saw 
the season end in the 
fi rst round of districts in 
the playoffs. 

Last year’s leading 
scorer, Justin Gibson, 
returns to the lineup and 
is expected to be a big 
contributor again. Sean 
Harris, Nathan Sliwinski 
and DeVon Abbott also 
are back this year, ready 
to take on bigger roles in 

the l ineup for the 
Knights.

Those players will 
help Liggett hit the 
ground running. The 
Knights may not have 
much trouble scoring, 
but Rutherford also is 
putting an emphasis on 
toughness as a charac-
teristic that could defi ne 
this year’s group.

“We’re going to play 
fast and we’re going to 
be physical,” Rutherford 
said. “We’re going to 
shoot a lot of threes and 
hopefully we make them 
and we want to be on 
pace and get to the bas-
ket. We want to be tough 
on defense. We want 
people to know when 
they see Liggett they 
have to bring their best, 
because we’re going to 
bring our best every sin-
gle time.”

The Catholic League 
again will present a 
tough road for the 
Knights, with familiar 
foes on the schedule 
s u c h  a s  E v e r e s t 
Collegiate, Bishop Foley 
and Shrine Catholic. 
Liggett also travels 
across town for a 
matchup against Grosse 
Pointe North in early 
January. 

Liggett believes it has 
the pieces to compete 
r i g h t  a w a y  i n 
Rutherford’s fi rst year. 

Having a good amount 
of returning veteran 
leadership helps and the 
different skill sets those 
players bring to the table 
could be a recipe for 
success.

“Everyone else does 
something different,” 
Rutherford said. “If you 

want to make a bowl of 
gumbo, somebody has to 
br ing  the  onions . 
Somebody has to bring 
the meat. Everyone is 
adding to this pot and at 
the end of the pot, we all 
want to eat. We want to 
eat a state champion-
ship. That’s our goal to 

get there. Everyone has 
to put their stuff in the 
pot. We have to cook it 
all up and it has to be 
perfect.”

The Knights begin the 
season at home Friday, 
D e c .  5 ,  h o s t i n g 
Southfi eld Christian at 7 
p.m.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Liggett boys hoops under new leadership

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Justin Gibson, pictured playing in last season’s CHSL championship game, was 
Liggett’s leading scorer last winter and returns to the team this season.

COURTESY PHOTO

Jaylen Rutherford takes over for his fi rst season as 
head coach of Liggett varsity boys basketball this 
winter.

into this year, I wanted 
to  focus more on 
weights and stuff to be 
stronger and bigger and 
win more battles.”

All of the work to 
improve his game on 
the ice also helps when 
it comes to another 
sport that is going to 
play an even bigger role 
in Gould’s future. While 
he is an outstanding 
player on the ice, he has 
made a big enough 
name for himself on the 
fi eld as a lacrosse player 
to earn himself a spot 
playing at the collegiate 
level. 

Next year, Gould will 
join the men’s lacrosse 
team at  Ot terbein 
University in Ohio. 
Plenty of hockey play-
ers also play lacrosse, 
and the skill sets trans-

late well between the 
two. What makes Gould 
successful in both and 
should help him con-
tinue to succeed in the 
future is his dedication 
and ability to instantly 
click with whoever he 
shares the ice or field 
with.

“It’s kind of similar 
with stuff like shot 
selection, bonding with 
your teammates, and 
just making the right 
plays,” he said. “Hard 
work defi nitely is going 
to give you success in 
both. That’s one thing 
that both of our teams 
last year had, and it 
paid off.”

That dedication all 
comes from Gould’s 
passion for the game in 
b o t h  h o c k e y  a n d 
lacrosse. It has made 
him a natural leader, 
one who his coaches 
enjoy teaching and see-
ing drive the team on 

the ice or the fi eld.
“Nick leads by exam-

ple , ”  L igget t  boys 
hockey coach Colin 
Smith said. “His atti-
tude, humor, and steady 
presence make him one 
of the best locker room 
teammates you could 
ask for. What sets him 
apart, though, is his 
genuine love and pas-
sion for the game. 
Every night he’s texting 
me — whether it ’s 
updates from around 
the league, systems he 
notices other teams 
running, plays he sees 
in NHL games that 
we’re working to exe-
cute, or highlight-reel 
goals he wants to share. 
That kind of enthusi-
asm is contagious, and 
when one of your play-
ers loves the game the 
same way you do, it 
makes coaching him a 
truly memorable expe-
rience.”

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Nick Gould, right, lines up for a faceoff during last season’s War Memorial Cup rivalry game against 
Grosse Pointe South.
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GROSSE POINTE SOUTH

Boys Varsity Basketball

For Grosse Pointe 
South varsity boys bas-
ketball this winter, youth 
does not necessarily 
equal inexperience. The 
Blue Devils had a good 
amount of veteran, 
senior leadership last 
season, but have just one 
senior on the roster this 
year. 

However, several of 
the players expected to 
be key pieces in this 
year’s lineup for South 
saw their fair share of 
time on the court last 
year and feel more than 
capable of building on 
that development to 
bring the Blue Devils 
back to top form.

“They gained so much 
experience last season 
with the amount of min-
utes they played and the 
talent of the teams we 
played,” South boys bas-
ketball coach Steve 
Benard said. “... The 
experience was invalu-
able. To parlay that into 
the game experience in 
the season and then play-
ing 30 games with the 
same group in the sum-
mer, we’re going to be 
young on paper, but 
we’re not young. We 
have high expectations 
this year and we’re treat-
ing it as a bit of a revenge 
tour for us.”

South is looking to get 
revenge on some of the 
MAC Red Division and 
return to its winning 
ways after a season that 
did not quite meet expec-
tations last year. The 
Blue Devils fi nished the 
2024-25 campaign last in 
the MAC Red, had a 9-15 
record and were elimi-
nated in the district tour-
nament semifi nals. It did 
not help that much of the 
challenging schedule 
South built for itself last 
year was predicated 
around having star guard 
Tory James, who ended 
up missing much of the 
season due to injury. 

The Blue Devils know 
that is all in the past and 
the new season means a 

fresh start. James and 
other key players from 
last year’s senior class 
are gone, but the younger 
members of the lineup 
seem eager to step up 
and prove themselves.

One of the players 
leading that charge will 
be junior point guard 
K o o p e r  R i c h a r d s . 
Richards saw plenty of 
time on the floor as a 
sophomore last year and 
his role as a focal point 
on both offense and 
defense is only expected 
to get bigger.

“Kooper has really 
taken his game to the 
next level with a lot of 
hard work and a lot of 
strength work,” Benard 
said. “He’s a clear leader 
on the team and when 
your point guard is a 
leader of the team, you’ve 
got a chance to be in 
every game.”

While Richards runs 
the backcourt, another 
big leader for South will 
look to control things in 
the paint. Six-foot, 9-inch 
center Julian Lancaster 
is the Blue Devils’ only 
senior on the roster this 
winter. This will be his 

fi rst year taking over a 
full-time starting role, 
but his development over 
years with the program 
could make him a poten-
tial game-changer.

“(Julian) had a couple 
of weeks during the sum-
mer where he was just 
incredible and was a big 
d i f f e r e n c e - m a k e r , ” 
Benard said. “Hopefully, 
he’ll be able to bring the 
consistency, being a fi rst-
time starter in his senior 
season. When he puts it 
all together, we’re a dif-
ferent team out there.”

Helping in the front 
court will be 6-foot, 
6-inch forward sopho-
more Jamison Spratt, 
who received solid min-
utes as a freshman last 
year. Other names that 
could make significant 
contributions for the 
Blue Devils include 
Charlie Michelotti, Nolan 
Gross and freshman 
guard Sam Conn.

Perhaps South’s big-
gest strength this year is 
the diversity of size and 
athlet ic ism i t  has 
throughout the roster. 
Having so many different 
players with a range of 

size and skills makes it 
easy for the Blue Devils 
to be ready for any situa-

tion throughout the sea-
son.

“We’re going to be able 
to put different lineups 
out on the fl oor based on 
our opponent and the sit-
uation,” Benard said. 

Benard tries to chal-
lenge his team by setting 
up a strong schedule to 
make sure his players 
are battle-tested by the 
time the playoffs come 
around. This year is no 
different. 

South once again com-
petes in the MAC Red 
alongside the likes of 
two-time defending 
Division 2 state champi-
ons Warren Lincoln, Port 
H u r o n  N o r t h e r n , 
C h i p p e w a  V a l l e y , 
Roseville and Dakota. 
Outside of what might be 
the most competitive 
league in the state, South 
also has games on the 
schedule against teams 
like Brother Rice, De La 
Salle Collegiate, Romeo 
and Detroit University 
Prep, to name a few.

With plenty of tests 
lying ahead, South is 

confident the skill and 
talent on this year’s team 
can lead them far. 
However, consistency is 
what is being looked at 
as the thing that can take 
this team over the top.

“I know we have a 
chance to be good,” 
Benard said. “Whether 
we’re great or not 
depends on how consis-
tent a few players are. 
We’re either going to be 
really, really good, or 
we’re going to be great. 
The MAC Red this year is 
as deep as it’s been since 
I’ve been here at South. 
… I look for whoever 
wins the MAC Red this 
year to have probably 
three losses in the league. 
For us, we want to win 
the district. As much as 
we want to beat North 
and win the MAC Red, 
we want to advance in 
the state tournament and 
that’s why we play those 
good teams.”

South begins the regu-
lar season Tuesday, Dec. 
2, with a road game at 
Romeo starting at 7 p.m.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Young core looks to return South 
boys basketball to winning ways

PHOTOS BY MIKE ADZIMA

Junior Kooper Richards will be in a key position as the Blue Devils’ starting 
point guard in 2025-26.

FOLLOW
GROSSE POINTE NEWS 
SPORTS

School is back in session and the fall sports season

is heating up. If you’re looking for a place to keep up

with all the action, look no further than @GPNewssports 

on Instagram. Our page is dedicated to providing

fans around the Pointes and beyond with the latest

news and features surrounding Grosse Pointe North, 

Grosse Pointe South and University Liggett sports. 

Best of all, you can be part of the action too!

Send your best sports photos and moments to our

DMs for a chance to be featured on our page and in the 

sports section of the Grosse Pointe News.

Follow us today! 

F

041725

Guard Nolan Gross is one of eight juniors on this season’s roster for South, 
making up a young but experienced core.
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We are the 
champions!
Above, South’s Caroline Bryan stands atop the podium after winning 
the state championship in the 100 butterfl y at the MHSAA Division 2 
girls swim and dive state fi nals Saturday, Nov. 22. Fellow Blue Devil 
Corinne Stencel, middle left, made it on the podium as the runner-up 
in second place. Mischa Eng, second from right, fi nished fi fth. 
Left, South’s 200 freestyle relay team of Whitney Handwork, Corinne 
Stencel, Nicole McEnroe and Caroline Bryan take the top spot on the 
podium as state champions in Division 2.

PHOTOS BY JESSICA BRYAN

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

119 TRANSPORTATION /
TRAVEL

586-291-1348

AIRPORT
SHUTTLE!

119 TRANSPORTATION /
TRAVEL

131 COUNSELORS /
THERAPISTS

211 HELP WANTED
MANAGEMENT 300 SITUATIONS WANTED

BABYSITTERS

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

YOUR CONTACT AND BILLING INFORMATION

NAME:

STREET ADDRESS:

CITY:                                                         STATE:                ZIP:

PHONE

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

CARD NO:                                                                 EXP. DATE:

Prepayment is required. We accept credit cards, cash and check.

Place an Order
MAIL OR FAX THIS FORM (OR PLACE AN ORDER ON OUR WEB SITE)
Grosse Pointe News
Mail: Classified Advertising, 16980 Kercheval Pl., Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT

CLASSIFICATION NAME:

Phone: (313) 882-6900 Ext. 4  Fax: (313) 882-1585

Web: grossepointenews.com 

Email: classifieds@grossepointenews.com

$25 FOR 35 WORDS. ADDITIONAL WORDS, .30¢ EACH. CALL FOR COLOR!

NO. OF WEEKS:                  X    COST PER WEEK:                =    TOTAL:                  

35                      $25.00

40                      $26.5039                      $26.2038                      $25.9037                      $25.6036                      $25.30

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 4 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required.
We accept credit cards, cash  
and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WORD ADS:
35 words for $25.00;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP
We reserve the right to classify 
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves 
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CORRECTIONS
AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified 
advertising errors is limited to either  
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error. 
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue.  
We assume no responsibility for the 
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M. 

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

You
Have

Heard?
FASTER here!

313-882-6900
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312 SITUATION WANTED
ORGANIZING

DUCKS IN A ROW
De-cluttering and
organizing your
home! Closets,

basements,
whole house.
Organize your
paper clutter.

Home information,
notebooks,

Medical journals,
memory albums.

Becky Schlaff
(313)580-2528
Susan Mason
(313)910-9705

schlaffb@
comcast.net
rwmason@

comcast.net

400 ANTIQUES /
COLLECTIBLES

HOLIDAY
BOOK
SALE

16TH ANNUAL
SHAW'S BOOKS

20% OFF
all books and other

paper items.
14932 Kercheval
(313)824-4932
Friday- Sunday

11am- 5pm
Nov 28, 29,30

Dec. 5, 6, 7
Dec 12, 13, 14
Dec. 19, 20, 21
Dec. 26, 27, 28

407 FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Seasoned Mixed

Hardwoods.
Delivered & Stacked

Wood racks
built to suit.

Buy partial cord
if desired
Face Cord

Delivered $180
or $125 for Pickup
Text only please

(313)417-6034 Eric

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

Directory of ServiceS
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

GROSSE POINTE
PARK

lovely 1,600 sq. ft.
2 bedroom 2 bath,

upper unit with
basement and
1 car garage.

$1,900 per month.
Available

December 1st.
830 Harcourt
(586)945-1092

705 HOUSES FOR RENT
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

HOUSE FOR RENT
117 Mapleton

Street,
Grosse Pointe

Farms,
Backdoor

entrance ramp.
plus stair chairlift.

NO pets,
4 bedroom, 3. 5

bath, 2 car garage.
$1,900. per month.

(313)410-1222

716 OFFICE / COMMERCIAL 
FOR RENT

ST. CLAIR SHORES
9 Mile & Mack

200 sq. ft.
office space.

Plenty of parking.
$350 per month
includes utilities.

(313)618-5650
No Texting

723 VACATION RENTALS
MICHIGAN

HARBOR SPRINGS
CONDO

to rent near
Highlands & Nubs

Sleeps 6,
Indoor Pool
plus Jacuzzi,
Full Kitchen.
2 Full Baths.

January 2- 9, 2026
$1,775 per week.

Additional unit
available.
Call Ron

(248) 214-8282

Property For Rent

Classifieds
Work For You

To place an ad call:
(313)882-6900 x4

Buy it.

$ell it.

classifieds
313-882-6900

907 BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

ACCULEVEL
Your foundation

repair and
basement

waterproofing
experts.

Whether basement,
crawl space or
concrete slab,

we’ll guide you on
the right path to a

healthy home.
Act now!

Up to $600 off.
Restrictions apply.

Call for a free
consultation.

1(866)438-1859

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 

Masonry • Tuckpointing
Chimney Repair

Porches • Walkways
313-886-8088

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling
Unwanted Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean Outs
•Basement/

  Garage Clean Out
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166
929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

NATURAL
HARDWOOD
FLOORS

Dustless floor
sanding, staining,

refinishing,
molding, install.
Free estimates.

Guaranteed.
30 plus years
experience.

Tony Arevalo
(313)330-5907

visit us at:
refinishmyfloor.com

937 FLOOR INSTALLATION

HARDWOOD FLOOR
REFINISHING AND

NEW INSTALLATION
T.M. TARPEY
Since 1985

(586)883-0999

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER • WINDOW
CLEANING

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB
Tree Removal/

Trimming
Stump Grinding

GUTTER
CLEANING

FREE ESTIMATES
45% OFF FALL

DISCOUNTS
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

* FIREWOOD *
AVAILABLE
25 Years

(586)216-0904
davestreeand

shrub.com

944 GUTTERS

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

944 GUTTERS

ROYAL
 ENTERPRISE
Fall Cleanup

•Gutter Cleaning
 •Gutter Screening

•Gutter Repair
•Gutter Installation

Residential/
Commercial
Fully Insured

RAY
(313)218-2150

945 HANDYMAN

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Your Local
Handyman Services

313-886-8088

Handyman Service
Electrical - Plumbing

Carpentry

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

We're your
"TO DO"

list handymen!
Let us help you with

any plumbing,
electrical,

carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is

GREEN, cost and
energy efficient.

Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC

can insulate
your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commercial
INSULATION

 EXPERTS
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

FREE ESTIMATES
 Interior/Exterior
 Commercial &

Residential
 313.882.9234

JOHN’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
 drywall, cracks,

windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

 insurance work.
 All work

guaranteed
 G. P. References
 License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

STEVE's PAINTING
since 1982

Plaster repair,
wallpaper removal,

drywall.
Meticulous prep,
quality materials,

references, insured.
Affordable.

Free estimates,
senior discounts.

(586)350-1717

SRUCE UP
FOR THE

HOLIDAYS
 •Painting

•Plaster Repair
•Carpentry

•Water Damage/
Emergency

•Maintenance
Grosse Pointe
South Alumni
3 Generations

Serving
Grosse Pointe Area

Since 1950
Indian Village

preferred
contractor-
testimonials

available.
(313)880-9961
15% OFF

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

960 ROOFING SERVICES

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commercial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

FIND
Your Next 
BRICKLAYER

HERE.

C L A S S I F I E D S
(313)882-6900 x4

CLASSIFIEDS
6-7
Facts!

313.882.6900 x4 

ANNUAL
HOLIDAY

SALE

PURCHASE A ONE-YEAR
SUBSCRIPTION TO THE GROSSE

POINTE NEWS FOR JUST $25!
YOU READ THAT RIGHT,
$25 FOR THE YEAR 2026!

$25 FOR 2026

2 The Grosse Pointe Lions Club  THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2024

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________

City/Zip: ___________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ____________________________________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________

     Check            Credit Card

Credit Card No: __________________________________________________  Exp. Date: ___________  CVV _______

      

Yes, send me a subscription to the Grosse Pointe News!
I want to know what’s happening in my community!

Call: 313-343-5578
email:

circ@grossepointenews.com

Contact us via
social media

or Mail Payment to:
Grosse Pointe News
16980 Kercheval Pl.

Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

Offer valid 11/19/25 – 11/30/25 • Must be postmarked by 11/30/25 • Residential, Metro subscribers only

HOLIDAY 2026

Simply email your photos to:
media@grossepointenews.com 

by December 8, 2025 
to be included.

Please email your NAME, CITY, 
PET’S NAME and any comments  

you’d like to share about your pet. 
Any furry species welcome! 

Photos must be clear, 
high-resolution images. 

Special section will publish 12/18/25.

Share the 
 LOVE!

Time to share your most 
heartwarming shots of the 

little companions that 
make every day a gift.

f
SEND US YOUR FAVORITE HOLIDAY PET PHOTOS 2026 HOLIDAY SALE!

$25 for a 1 year subscription
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WINTER SPORTSWINTER SPORTS
GROSSE POINTE NORTH

Boys Varsity Basketball

The 2024-25 season 
was one of the best years 
in recent memory for 
Grosse Pointe North 
boys basketball. The 
Norsemen won 20 
games, were MAC Blue 
Division champions and 
made it to the district 
championship game in 
the playoffs, pulling off 
an upset of Detroit Cass 
Tech in the process. 

However, like any high 
schoo l  t eam,  the 
Norsemen now must 
face the challenge of try-
ing to build on that suc-
cess without the senior 
leadership that helped 
them get there last year. 
North’s lineup might be 
younger this winter, with 
only four seniors com-
pared to the nine it had 
last year, but the roster’s 
youth seems ready to 
step up and continue the 
path to success.

“There’s a lot of youth-
ful energy and enthusi-
asm right now,” North 
boys basketball head 
coach Rob Johnson said. 
“We’ve had some really 
good fi rst days of prac-
tice. Guys are excited 
and they saw last year 
what it takes to put a 
stamp on this program. 
There are a lot of young 
guys now who want to 
make their mark on the 
program here, too.”

One of the players 
expected to step up and 
make an impact is junior 
forward Lewis Simmons. 
He began to come into 
form during his sopho-
more season last winter, 
finding himself getting 
more and more minutes 
on the fl oor even in big 
games. Simmons should 
be a regular fi xture in the 
starting fi ve this season 
and could continue 
evolving into one of 

North’s most important 
pieces.

“He played a lot of 
minutes last year as a 
sophomore, even in a 
senior-heavy lineup,” 
Johnson said about 
Simmons. “He took a 
real big step this sum-
mer. … He hit a lot of 
clutch shots for us last 
year and played in big 
minutes down the 
stretch. We’re looking 
forward to seeing his 
development and think 
he has a chance to be 
another one of our pretty 
good ones here.”

Of course, Simmons 
cannot do everything on 
his own. The Norsemen 
have what they believe is 
an extremely capable 
and talented lineup to go 
along with him, includ-
ing some emerging 
names with whom North 
fans might be familiar. 

Senior Aidyn Brown 
steps into the starting 
point guard role this sea-
son, taking over after the 
graduation of longtime 
hoops and gridiron 
standout Leo Perettie. 
Cole  Champine is 
another one of the team’s 
few seniors who is 
expected to step up and 
lead. Juniors Peter 
Rheaume and Jason 
Hubbell also could bring 
a strong, physical pres-
ence to the Norsemen 
lineup. 

All of those expected 
key players for this 
year’s North team have 
experience on the varsity 
roster. They all were able 
to see what it takes to get 
the Norsemen to the 
level of success they 
achieved last winter and 
are now being looked at 
to continue that stan-
dard. 

“They learned a lot 
from those guys last year 
and those guys did a 
great job of leading them 

and taking them under 
their wing,” Johnson 
said. “That’s what we’ve 
been preaching to Lewis 
and Aidyn and Jason and 
some of the other return-
ing players is that these 
young guys are looking 
at you now and you guys 
know what it takes. … 
We talk a lot about estab-
lishing that winning 
mentality and that cham-
pionship culture that 
we’ve been building with 
these guys over the last 
couple of years and that’s 
a strength because these 
guys know what it takes 
to get there.”

Leadership certainly 
will be key for the 
Norsemen as they navi-
gate some of the chal-
lenges on the schedule 

the team has set for 
itself. North once again 
competes in the MAC 
Blue Division alongside 
Henry Ford II, Warren 
Cousino, Anchor Bay, 
Fraser and L’Anse 
Creuse, but the biggest 
tests this year will likely 
come outside of league 
play. 

One of the first big 
matchups will be North’s 
rivalry game against 
Grosse Pointe South, 
which it hosts Dec. 12. 
The Norsemen also face 
another MAC Red 
Division team when they 
travel to Roseville Dec. 
16. A matchup with 
Plymouth awaits in the 
S u m m i t  H o l i d a y 
Showcase  in  la te 
December and North 

also faces Eisenhower 
from the MAC White in 
the D Zone Showcase at 
Grosse Pointe South in 
February.

“There are a lot of 
teams that we’re excited 
to play,” Johnson said. 
“We know, based on last 
year, that teams are com-
ing for us now, so we 
have to be ready to go.”

Plenty of tests await 
and the Norsemen know 
there may be some grow-
ing pains with a lot of 
new starters stepping 
into key roles. However, 
what they feel is most 
important is keeping 
everyone together as a 
team and remembering 
that the team chemistry 
that made last year suc-
cessful is still there.

“With such a young 
group, what we’re 
emphasizing is the level 
of communication and 
sharing the bal l , ” 
Johnson said. “Our 
theme of last year was all 
about taking the next 
step as a program and 
we feel like we did that. 
This year, what I’ve been 
preaching is to uphold 
the standard that we set 
every day. We need to 
communicate at a high 
level, we need to play 
great defense and we 
need to be great team-
mates.”

North begins the 2025-
26 season at home 
Tuesday, Dec. 2, hosting 
Warren Woods-Tower. 
Tip-off is scheduled for 7 
p.m.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Young stars hope to build on 
Norsemen hoops’ success

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Aidyn Brown, pictured in last season’s district championship game, takes over the role of starting point 
guard for North boys basketball this season.

The action on the ice is 
starting to heat up in the 
fi rst weeks of the varsity 
boys hockey season. The 
squads from Grosse 
Pointe South, Grosse 
Pointe  North  and 
Univers i ty  L igge t t 
School took on some of 
their toughest tests early 
in the season last week, 
finishing with mixed 
results. 

Grosse Pointe South
The Blue Devils found 

themselves in three com-
petitive games last week, 
but were on the losing 
side of all three close 
results. 

South traveled on the 
road Wednesday, Nov. 
19, to take on Novi. In a 

game where the Blue 
Devils seemed to be in 
control, things fell apart 
at the end in an 8-7 over-
time loss. 

South was up 6-3 at 
the end of two periods, 
with a pair of goals from 
both Lucas Reynolds and 
Cole Zaccagni, with 
more scored by Marty 
Wayman and Brewer 
Puma. However, that 
lead quickly disappeared 
in the third period. Will 
Gryzenia added one 
more to South’s total, 
but four goals by Novi in 
the fi nal frame helped tie 
the game 7-7. Novi’s 
Grant Erskine scored the 
overtime game-winner 
to complete the come-
back. 

The Blue Devi ls 
returned to their home 
i c e  o f  E a s t s i d e 

Foundation Hockey 
Arena Friday, Nov. 21, 
looking to rebound from 
the loss with a game 
against Walled Lake 
United. Instead, another 
lead turned into a loss 
for South, as Walled 
Lake came back from 
being down 2-1 going 
into the third period to 
win 4-2. South’s goals in 
the loss were scored by 
Gryzenia and Liam 
Bernard. 

The  next  n ight , 
Saturday, Nov. 22, saw 
South lose by the same 
score of 4-2, this time to 
Salem. Wayman and 
Gryzenia scored both of 
the Blue Devils’ goals in 
the second period to 
help tie the game going 
into the third, but the 
Rocks pulled back out in 
front before the end. 

The Blue Devils took 
on University Liggett 
Wednesday, Nov. 26, 
after press time. South 
travels north to Alpena 
for its next two games 
after the Thanksgiving 
holiday. The Blue Devils 
face East Grand Rapids 
Friday, Nov. 28, and 
Mattawan Saturday, 
Nov. 29. 

University Liggett
The Knights went on 

the road Friday, Nov. 21, 
for a tough Metro League 
matchup against Detroit 
Country Day. In a close, 
evenly matched game, 
Liggett fell just short 
with a 3-2 loss. Landen 
Maltby and Griffin 
Marchal helped the 
Knights keep the game 
tied going into the third 
period, but Country 

Day’s Parker Hopkins 
scored the difference-
maker in the fi nal frame 
to ultimately seal the 
win. 

Liggett hosted Grosse 
P o i n t e  S o u t h 
Wednesday, Nov. 26, 
after press time. The 
Knights go on the road 
Wednesday, Dec. 3, to 
take on Jackson Lumen 
Christi at the Optimist 
Arena at 5:30 p.m.

Grosse Pointe North
The Norsemen picked 

up a win over the week-
end after bouncing back 
from a pair of losses 
before that. 

The fi rst loss last week 
came Thursday, Nov. 20, 
against Lakes Area 
United, with Logan Perry 
scoring the only goal for 
North in a 7-1 game. 

Perry, Charlie Mueller 
and Brandon Jarvis all 
scored for North in the 
team’s game Saturday, 
Nov. 22, which was a 7-3 
loss to Marysville. 

T h e  N o r s e m e n 
bounced back the next 
night, Sunday, Nov. 23, 
to get their second win 
of the season by defeat-
ing Utica Fraser United 
7-4. Jarvis and Perry 
both scored twice, with 
Brandon Shock, Andrew 
Phillips and John Cueter 
adding goals as well in 
the victory.

North enjoys a long 
break for Thanksgiving 
before returning to the 
ice in early December. 
The Norsemen head on 
the road for a game 
against St. Clair Shores 
Unified Wednesday, 
Dec. 3.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Boys hockey teams face early challenges
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