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ONE DOLLAR (DELIVERY 95¢)

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com

$159*

per mo. 24 Months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil ChangesLike us on 
Facebook

020526

Purchase a 2026
for $41,929

Stock #562517

2026 Chevy Silverado2026 Chevy Silverado
                         1500 2FL                         1500 2FL

NNNNoo Appo e s ecesssssassaaryyy foor Oir Oir Oil Chl Chl ChhhangangaangesFacebFacce ookookoo
*Prices and payments are inclusive of active GM employee discount (unless otherwise stated). All leases are 10,000 miles per 
year with approved A Tier credit. All Vehicles shown are $995 down unless otherwise stated. Disposition Fee may be required at 
vehicle turn in. Must have lease loyalty or lease conquest vehicle in household on certain models. Prices and payments are plus 
tax, title, plate, doc fee, refundable security deposit required on certain vehicles – to be determined by lender. Must qualify for 
UAW certificate. Must qualify for Costco executive membership. Must qualify for gm credit card offer. Exp date: 2/28/2026.

$995*

Down

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com $995*
Down

per month, 24 months

No Appointments Necessary
for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

$$149149**$$149 149 **

Purchase for
$45,969

Stock #G561333

020526

2026 Sierra 15002026 Sierra 1500
ElevationElevation

*Prices and payments are inclusive of active GM employee discount (unless otherwise stated). All leases are 10,000 miles per 
year with approved A Tier credit. All Vehicles shown are $995 down unless otherwise stated. Disposition Fee may be required at 
vehicle turn in. Must have lease loyalty or lease conquest vehicle in household on certain models. Prices and payments are plus 
tax, title, plate, doc fee, refundable security deposit required on certain vehicles – to be determined by lender. Must qualify for 
UAW certificate. Must qualify for Costco executive membership. Must qualify for gm credit card offer. Exp date: 2/28/2026.

WINDOW & DOOR SHOWROOM NOW OPEN
NEXT DOOR TO POINTE HARDWARE & LUMBER

15008 KERCHEVAL AVENUE
GROSSE POINTE PARK, MI 48230

020526

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com $$995995 Down
$$995995**

per month, 24 months

No Appointments Necessary
for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

$$239 239 **$239 239 **

020526

2024 Buick
Enclave Essence

Purchase a 2026 for
$27,169 Stock #FHTJ9R

2026 Buick Encore2026 Buick Encore
GX PreferredGX Preferred

*Prices and payments are inclusive of active GM employee discount (unless otherwise stated). All leases
are 10,000 miles per year with approved A Tier credit. All Vehicles shown are $995 down unless otherwise stated. Disposition Fee 
may be required at vehicle turn in. Must have lease loyalty or lease conquest vehicle in household on certain models. Prices and 
payments are plus tax, title, plate, doc fee, refundable security deposit required on certain vehicles – to be determined by lender. Must 
qualify for UAW certifi cate. Must qualify for Costco executive membership. Must qualify for gm credit card offer. Exp date: 2/28/2026.
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Valentine’s Day 
gifting ideas from 

outside the box

Gift 
something
NEW!

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— Grosse Pointe Public 
S c h o o l  S y s t e m 
Superintendent Andrea 
Tuttle announced in an 
email around 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 28, that 
she intends to retire ef-
fective Aug. 31, 2026. 

“It has been both a joy 
and an honor to serve as 

your superintendent. I 
am writing to share that 
I will retire effective 
Aug. 31, 2026. This time-
line aligns with my con-
tractual notification 
commitment to the 
board of education and 
allows for thoughtful 
planning and a smooth, 
positive transition for 
our district and commu-
nity,” she wrote. 

Tuttle was selected as 

the district’s new super-
intendent in December 
2023, on a 7-0 vote, the 
first superintendent in 
several years to receive 
unanimous approval 
from the GPPSS Board 
of Education.

She previously spent 
14 years as superinten-
dent in Owosso Public 
Schools and before that 
was a teacher, coach, 
technology director and 

principal in the Corunna 
and Ovid-Elsie school 
districts.

Tuttle went on to write, 
“Like most retirement 
letters, I feel compelled 
to reflect on what our 
team has accomplished 
together. During my 
time as superintendent, 
we stabilized district 
finances, growing the 
general fund from 8 per-
cent to 14 percent while 

right-sizing the district 
w i t h o u t  l a y o f f s . 
Together, we success-
fully passed a $120 mil-
lion bond, a $110 million 
sinking fund and an 
o p e r a t i o n a l  a n d 
enhancement millage. 
We expanded curricu-
lum opportunities for 
students and settled all 
contracts, including a 
two-year  teachers ’ 
agreement with a 92 per-

cent approval rating. I 
am proud of these 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s 
because they refl ect col-
lective effort and trust.”

When asked by the 
Grosse Pointe News if 
she was retiring from 
education entirely or just 
GPPSS, Tuttle replied, 
“At this time, I have not 
committed to any other 

GPPSS Superintendent Tuttle announces retirement

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— Legislation introduced 
in the Michigan House of 
Representatives, if passed 

Bills would force 
GPPSS into 
schools of choice
By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

and signed by the gover-
nor, would force every 
school district in the state 
to participate in schools of 
choice starting this fall, 
including the Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System.

This means students of 
families outside the dis-
trict that don’t pay GPPSS 
taxes — such as the oper-
ating millage, sinking 
fund millage and bond 
that all passed in the last 
two years — could apply 
for enrollment here.

“GPPSS has histori-
cally opposed schools of 
choice and supported 
local control of public 
e d u c a t i o n , ” 
Superintendent Andrea 
Tuttle said in a statement. 
“Our elected board 
ensures our public 
schools are aligned with 
community values and 
that our curriculum and 
practices refl ect our resi-
dents’ expectations. Our 
taxpayers support our 

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— So many attorneys and 
lawmen attended the mu-
nicipal judge’s ceremoni-
al swearing-in, it’s amaz-
ing anyone escaped with-

out being sued or cuffed.
Two extra rows of 

chairs were needed in the 
municipal courtroom to 
accommodate supporters 
witnessing John Parnell 
Jr., the first new Park 
judge in 30 years, pledge 
to uphold the oath of 

offi ce.
He accepted the judge’s 

gavel, got praised and 
razzed by those who 
know him best.

“I’m committed to serv-
ing this court with fair-
ness, integrity, respect 
and humility and uphold-
ing the law in a way that 
refl ects the values of our 
community in Grosse 

Pointe Park,” Parnell 
said.

Parnell won the offi ce 
u n o p p o s e d  l a s t 
November. He was sworn 
in offi cially early January, 
has been on the bench 
ever since and, before 
that, shadowed retiring 
Judge Carl Jarboe for 

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

In with new judge

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE —
An Adult Day Program in the 
community may come to fruition 
as soon as early May, as The 
Helm has signed a lease agree-
ment to locate the program with-
in the Henry Ford Health Ralph 
C. Wilson Jr. Campus in The 

Village. 
The program, similar in con-

cept to child care, offers respite 
for caregivers by providing a 
safe environment with trained 
and professional staff where 
local seniors can stay for the day 
enjoying care and activities. It is 
intended for those 60 and older, 
with an emphasis on dementia 
and other forms of cognitive 

decline. 
“There isn’t anything similar 

in this area,” The Helm 
Executive Director Krista 
Siddall said in a release. “We 
have heard from people for 
many years that they wanted 
this type of service. It was the 
impetus for requesting a senior 
services millage — so we could 
offer this program.”

The program will fill the 
3,400-square-foot former Wilson 
Senior Resource Center at 648 
St. Clair — alongside The 
Whiskey Six and Edward Jones 
— which has been empty two 
years. 

Its entrance will be in the alley 
against The Neighborhood 

The Helm’s Active Adult Program to be housed in The Village
By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Grosse Pointe Park Judge John Parnell, left, receives a gavel and a handshake from retired Grosse Pointe 
Park Judge Carl Jarboe.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

See TUTTLE, page 8A

See CHOICE, page 9A

See HELM, page 2A

See JUDGE, page 3A

Home: Grosse Pointe Woods
Founder, president of 
Browning Building LLC

Pointer of
INTEREST

See story, page 4A

Larry VanOverbekeLarry VanOverbeke
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Commercial Snow and Ice Services

25305 Little Mack Ave. Saint Clair Shores, MI 48081
(586) - 343 - 8253

020526

Snow Plowing and Salting Services, 24/7

Your Comfort Is Our GoalYour Comfort Is Our Goal
•• HeatingHeating •• CoolingCooling •• Humidifi ers Humidifi ers 

•• Air CleanersAir Cleaners •• Rheem Air ConditionersRheem Air Conditioners

586-293-6883586-293-6883
PriebeMechanical.comPriebeMechanical.com

Heating & CoolingHeating & Cooling

CALL TODAY 
FOR FREE

QUOTE

Offering GeneratorsOffering Generators

020526

Club’s parking lot, pro-
viding ease of access for 
a pick-up and drop-off 
zone. 

The space is being sub-
leased from Henry Ford, 
in partnership with the 
hospital system and the 
Ralph C. Wilson Jr. 
Foundation. 

“We knew what we 
needed as far as space 
and this checked those 
boxes,” Siddall said. “We 
needed a very large, open 
space to be able to have 
people all gather together 
and do crafts and activi-
ties and fitness in one 
spot. There’s (also) 
enough rooms there for 
the other things that we 
need for the Adult Day 
Program. 

“… There’s minimal 

construction, minimal 
changes that we’re going 
to have to go through to 
actually get it to the point 
where we think it’s a 
good functional space for 
us.” 

The vision encom-
passes a check-in area, 
quiet room, arts and 
crafts room, tactile explo-
ration room, offi ce space 
for staff and a caregiver 
library. 

“The piece a lot of peo-
ple don’t talk about is 
caregivers’ health out-
comes are almost as bad 
as the people they’re car-
ing for,” Siddall said of 
the genesis of the upcom-
ing caregiver library, 
“because they’re over-
worked, they’re overtired 
and they don’t take care 
of themselves because 
they’re taking care of 
someone else.”

The caregiver library, 

in turn, will provide a 
space for social workers 
to meet with families, 
provide resources and 
information and build a 
plan for how caregivers 
can address their own 
needs.

The team at The Helm 
is working with Rush 
University in Chicago, as 
well as with a contact at 
Harvard University, to 
create a caregiver assess-
ment, caregiver app and 
to fi ll the library with the 
latest research, evidence-
based work and informa-
tion on addit ional 
resources throughout the 
community. 

“Let’s say they wanted 
to get a caregiver in a 
half a day a week at the 
house,” Siddall said. “We 
would be able to provide 
them with different 
resources for that. Or we 
could provide them with 
some tools to relax, 
maybe teach them about 
meditation or teach them 

about journaling or all 
sorts of different things.” 

Siddall also is excited 
about what being located 
in The Village means for 
caregivers — from the 
convenience to further 
encouragement for care-

givers to get out and take 
care of themselves.

“When our caregivers 
drop off a participant, 
they can just park their 
car, drop them off and 
they could go get their 
hair done,” she envi-
sioned. “Or they could go 
to Kroger and do grocery 
shopping. Or they could 
go get their nails done. 
Or they could go do a lit-
tle shopping in The 
Village or go pick up pre-
scriptions at CVS. It’s all 
right there.”

Because The Helm has 
been prepping for the 
Adult Day Program for 
well over a year, its devel-
opment, plans, job 

descriptions and hand-
outs already are com-
plete.

It likely still will take a 
few months to hire the 
appropriate staff, order 
equipment, pull permits 
and conduct a small 
amount of interior con-
struction. Thus, the pro-
gram aims to  be 
operational in spring or 
early summer. 

It will begin by pilot-
ing eight participants, 
but ultimately will be 
able to accept up to 20, 
with an estimated staff 
ratio of one staff mem-
ber per three partici-
pants.

“We’ll have a half-day 
option and a full-day 
option,” Siddall said, 
adding the program will 
run Monday through 
Friday, “and people will 
fluctuate. They might 
come two days in the 
morning and then one 
day all day and then not 
(come) another day. 
Like (how) child care 
fl uctuates.” 

More details regard-
ing the program’s hours, 
options and costs will 
become available closer 
to its opening. 

“I have every confi-
dence we’re going to 
have a really great facil-
ity with some of the 
newest thought pro-
cesses for tackling this,” 
Siddall said.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

The Helm is subleasing the former Wilson Senior 
Resource Center at 648 St. Clair to house its new 
Adult Day Program. 

HELM:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— “Open Trombly” advo-
cates urge residents to at-
tend a Grosse Pointe 
Public School System 
strategic planning ses-
sion this weekend and 
throw their weight 
around.

“This city serves three 
elementary schools, 
hosts two of them and we 
have a middle school 
down the street,” said 
Matt Kahl, a member of 
Trombly United, a citi-
zens group pushing to 
r e o p e n  T r o m b l y 
Elementary School in the 
Park.

He addressed the Park 
city council Feb. 2, to 
rally likeminded lobby-
ing at a marathon public 
schools strategic plan-
ning session 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 7, at 
the Grosse Pointe North 
High School library.

“I want you to be confi -
dent in your instincts and 
impulses about primary 
education,” Kahl told 

everyone. “I want you to 
build some confi dence — 
you are an enormous 
player building the fabric 
of this relationship 
between the city and 
schools.”

District officials have 
done yeoman service 
building frustration 
among neighborhood 
school supporters by let-
ting Trombly languish 
unoccupied since 2020 
due to declining enroll-
ment while Pointe par-
ents seek to enroll their 
children in scant pre-
school and early learning 
opportunities.

“It feels like a move-
ment now,” Mayor 
Michele Hodges said of 
public dissatisfaction.

Kahl said a survey 
Trombly United commis-
sioned last year in the 
school’s catchment zone 
south of Jefferson 
Avenue revealed 63.9 
percent of households 
want to send their chil-
dren to a district pre-
school but can’t for lack 

Whooping it 
up for Trombly
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

See TROMBLY, page 8A

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — The newest 
member of the public 
safety department is now 
offi cial.

K-9 Offi cer Arcos was 
sworn in during city 
c o u n c i l ’ s  m e e t i n g 
Monday, Jan. 26, stand-
ing next to his handler, 
Public Safety Officer 
Duncan Gill.

Clerk Paul Antolin jok-
ingly asked Arcos to 
“raise your right paw,” 
then read the oath of 
office others in the 
department have taken.

“This is his official 
introduction, now that 
the initial training is 
over,” Public Safety 
Director John Kosanke 
said.

Arcos is a 2-year-old 
German shepherd from 
the Czech Republic and 
was picked out by 
Kosanke, Gill and Lt. Tim 
Harris, K-9 handler in the 
Farms, last October.

The pair underwent 
training at a facility in 
Taylor that included full 
time for the fi rst month, 
then two days a week for 
two months. They will 

continue to go once a 
week.

That training included 
tracking, building and 
evidence searches, nar-
cotics detection, handler 
protection and apprehen-
sion. 

Gill picked the name 
Arcos to honor a German 
shepherd who served 
with the U.S. Special 
Forces in Iraq and was 
killed in action in 2005. 

“I wanted to pay hom-
age to him,” he said.

When it was first 
announced last August 
the Woods would be get-
ting a K-9 offi cer through 
an agreement with the 
Grosse Pointe Animal 
A d o p t i o n  S o c i e t y , 
Kosanke said several 
offi cers expressed inter-
est in being the handler. 
He asked each of them to 
write a letter explaining 
why they were inter-
ested, then went through 
an interview with a panel 
of other handlers who 
made a recommendation.

“I’m honored the chief 
had faith in me to be suc-
cessful in this position,” 
Gill said.

He added he’s had sev-
eral dogs over the years 
and has a bird-hunting 

dog named Henry.
“I’ve always had dogs, 

so this seemed like a nat-
ural segue,” Gill said. “It 
was a process introduc-
ing Arcos to Henry, but 
they get along great.”

Kosanke also thanked 
Gill’s wife, Sophia.

“They’ve opened up 
their home and are car-
ing for him 24/7,” he said.

GPAAS is continuing 

to raise money to spon-
sor Arcos.

“We raised the initial 
$15,000 to buy him,” said 
Corinne Martin, founder 
and executive director of 
GPAAS. 

The next goal is 
$100,000 to buy a spe-
cially outfitted patrol 
vehicle for Gill and 

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Arcos sworn in

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Woods Clerk Paul Antolin swears in K-9 Officer 
Arcos as his handler, Officer Duncan Gill, stands by.

See ARCOS, page 5A

                PET OBEDIENCE

COUNTRY WALKS • BOARDING • GROOMING • TRAINING • SHOW DOGS

Pickup & delivery 
“Shuttle Service” to 
the Grosse Pointes

5200 Beard Road
North Street, MI 48049

springfieldpetresort.com

      

020526

Our 4-week Board & Train Obedience 
program gives your dog all the basics 

they need to know in order to be a
well-rounded family pet. At the end 
of the four weeks, we have a showing 
where you come to the facility and learn 
how to work with your new dog.

We go through how to handle 
distractions, corrections, praise, and 
more. We also offer Canine Good Citizen 
testing through the AKC if you would like 
to add on a title during your pet’s stay!
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Three small businesses 
and three high school 
seniors were honored 
during the Grosse Pointe 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
annual breakfast, which 
took place Jan. 29, at The 
War Memorial.

Following a hot meal 
on a chilly day, guests 
heard from three small 
business owners about 
the services they offer 
and what they plan to do 
with the grant funds.

“Our Small Business 
Grant Program provides 
direct, meaningful sup-
port to chamber member 
businesses — the store-
fronts, service providers 
and entrepreneurs who 
give Grosse Pointe its 
character and vitality,” 
said Jenny Boettcher, 
president of the chamber 
and its foundation. 
“These grants help busi-
nesses grow, innovate 
and adapt, whether 
through marketing, tech-
nology or special projects 
that move them forward.

“And beyond the fi nan-
cial support,” she contin-
ued, “each grant sends a 
message: We see you. We 
value you. And we believe 
in the future you’re build-
ing right here in the 
Pointes.”

Deanna Fisher of 
P o i n t e  t h e  W a y 
Transportation was the 
fi rst to give her pitch. Her 
business provides non-
emergency transporta-

tion and ambulatory 
services to doctor 
appointments, dialysis, 
social outings, shopping 
and other activities. 
Fisher said she plans to 
use grant money to cre-
ate a stronger online 
presence, while putting 
some money toward bills, 
“to provide more rides,” 
she said.

Next, Ken and Amy 
Kish, owners of Floor 

Coverings International, 
talked about their fl oor-
ing business, which 
includes a mobile show-
room that brings fl ooring 
samples directly to cus-
tomers’ homes.

“Our goal in everything 
we do is to serve the com-
munity and to serve our 
customers well,” Ken 
Kish said.

The Kishes said they 
plan to use the grant to 

increase marketing and 
sponsor local events.

Lastly, Kristy Schena, 
founder of Kids on the 
Go, spoke about her non-
profi t, which is entering 
its 28th year. The organi-
zation provides children 
with special needs, ages 
3 to 17, with physical, 
occupational, speech and 
recreational therapies 
free of charge.

It is in search of a new 

home, as the nonprofit 
center where it currently 
is housed is closing.

“We have to move, but 
we want to stay local,” 
Schena said.

The grant will be used 
to launch a capital cam-
paign not only for a new 
building, but new Kids on 
the Go initiatives and an 
expanded reach.

Attendees voted for 
their favorite pitch, rank-
ing Kids on the Go fi rst, 
Pointe the Way second 
and Floor Coverings 
International third.

Three students also 
shared with attendees 
information about their 
businesses in advance of 
earning scholarships for 
their ingenuity.

“ O u r  Y o u n g 
E n t r e p r e n e u r s 
Scholarship Program … 
recognizes outstanding 
high school juniors and 
seniors who demonstrate 
creativity, leadership and 
a passion for entrepre-
neurship,” Boettcher 
said. “These students are 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Chamber breakfast honors small 
businesses, young entrepreneurs

See CHAMBER, page 4A

nearly half a year.
“From personal experi-

ence of working with 
Judge Parnell, this is the 
right man for the posi-
tion,” Jarboe said. “I 
know him to be well-
versed in the law, dedi-
cated to making the right 
decision and treating 
people fairly. Most 
importantly, he shares 
my philosophy of making 
life better, whether it be 
the defendant, victim of a 
crime, plaintiff in a law-
suit or the community at 
large; your actions and 
decisions will affect us 
greatly.”

“Public service is a 
privilege,” Parnell said to 
the room of family, col-
leagues and friends. “I 
don’t take that trust the 
community has placed in 
me lightly.”

In the front row sat the 
other Grosse Pointe 
m u n i c i p a l  j u d g e s : 
Charles Berschback 
(Farms and Shores), 
Russell Ethridge (City, 
retired), Theodore Metry 
(Woods) and David 
Draper (City).

Draper got in a few 
digs. He said he initially 
declined an invitation to 
the ceremony because it 
was scheduled on his 
birthday and he planned 
to celebrate to the max.

Parnell insisted.
“That blatant disregard 

will serve him very well 
on the bench,” Draper 
said. “Often, a judge 
needs to read between 
the lines. When I said the 
last place you will find 
me during happy hour on 
my birthday is a court-
house, he said, ‘I would 
love for you to attend.’”

“I’m deeply thankful to 
Judge Draper,” Parnell 
said. “He was one of my 
fi rst phone calls when I 
began this path of run-
ning for the bench. He 
was generous and 
thoughtful about sharing 
his experiences. His 
guidance was invalu-
able.”

Parnell also thanked 
Jarboe.

“He helped me under-
stand how this court 
operates with such effi -
ciency and fairness,” 
Parnell said. “His willing-
ness to share institutional 
knowledge left a lasting 
impression.”

He said judges Metry, 
Ethridge and Berschback 
“have been extremely 
generous with their time, 
insight and experiences 
on the bench. They 
helped me understand 
what it takes to be suc-
cessful in this position. 
That comes down to a 
couple of things: making 
sure everyone’s heard 
and having a tremendous 
amount of patience.”

JUDGE:
Continued from page 1A

MONDAY, FEB. 9

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Public School System Board of 
Education meeting, 7 p.m.

 ◆ City of Grosse Pointe City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Farms City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB. 10

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Finance Committee meeting, 
9 a.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Citizens’ Recreation 
Commission meeting, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 11

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park Recreation Commission meet-
ing, 7 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Beautifi cation Advisory 
Commission meeting, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, FEB. 12

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Historical Commission meet-
ing, 7:30 p.m.

The Week 
AheadGROSSE POINTE 

FARMS — More than 30 
organizations will be ap-
pearing as vendors at The 
War Memorial’s fi rst full-
scale Veterans Resource 
Fair from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 12. 

Whi le  The  War 
Memorial previously has 
incorporated small 
resource fairs into events 
like last year’s Vietnam 
Veterans Day Welcome 
Home Luncheon, this will 
be the first fair fully 
devoted to connecting 
those who served with 
critical support services. 

“It’s another way for 
The War Memorial to 

show veterans that we 
have your back,” said 
Alex Szwarc, veterans 
committee chair. “If we 
can’t directly help you 
with a veteran question or 
benefi t, we’re going to do 
what we can — aka this 

resource fair — to put you 
in direct contact with vet-
eran organizations that 
can further assist you.”

The free event — which 
also welcomes active-
duty service members 
and families of those who 
have served or currently 
are in the military — aims 
to provide a one-stop 

shop for support in 
employment, housing, 
healthcare, education, 
mental health and VA 
benefi ts. 

“With America’s 250th 
anniversary upon us, The 
War Memorial is excited 
to bring those who have 
stood watch and served 
our country together for 
an evening of information 
and engagement,” said 
Maria Miller, president 
and CEO of The War 
Memorial, in a release. 

Those who attend also 
will be entered into a 
drawing for a chance to 
win two tickets to The 
War Memorial’s Fever 
Candlelight: Tribute to 
Queen and The Beatles 
concert Thursday, Feb. 
19. 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

War Memorial hosts 1st Veterans Resource Fair next week

COURTESY PHOTO

Attendees of last year’s Vietnam Veterans Day lun-
cheon browse a small resource fair. 

See FAIR, page 5A

From left, the chamber’s 
Lisa Frasier and Jenny 
Boettcher, award win-
ners Grosse Pointe 
North senior Amy Diallo, 
Grosse Pointe South se-
nior Henry Chesterton 
and University Liggett 
School senior Ruby 
Noble and Chamber 
Board Chair Maria 
Miller.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF 
ERIC NOVAK/VISUAL CAKE
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26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com

$995995 Due$$995995**

No Appointments Necessary for Oil Changes

2026 Envista2026 Envista
PreferredPreferred

per month,
24 months

$249 249 *$$249 249 ** Purchase for $25,469
Stock #B562396

*Prices and payments are inclusive of active GM employee discount (unless otherwise stated). 
All leases are 10,000 miles per year with approved A Tier credit. All Vehicles shown are $995 
down unless otherwise stated. Disposition Fee may be required at vehicle turn in. Must have lease 
loyalty or lease conquest vehicle in household on certain models. Prices and payments are plus tax, 
title, plate, doc fee, refundable security deposit required on certain vehicles – to be determined 
by lender. Must qualify for UAW certifi cate. Must qualify for Costco executive membership. Must 
qualify for gm credit card offer. Exp date: 2/28/2026.
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BRINE OYSTER HOUSE IS A SEAFOOD-FORWARD RESTAURANT ON KERCHEVAL AVENUE IN GROSSE

POINTE PARK, WHERE FRESH OYSTERS ARE SHUCKED BEHIND THE RAW BAR AND CHAMPAGNE

GLASSES CLINK. STEP INSIDE AND IT FEELS LIKE YOU’VE JUST COME IN FROM BOURBON STREET.

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS, 5 TO 9 P.M.

THREE-COURSE WINTER PRIX FIXE MENU FOR $49.

AN IDEAL SETTING FOR THE PERFECT NIGHT OUT.

15033 KERCHEVAL | 313.469.7745
BRINEOYSTERHOUSE.COM
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Larry VanOverbeke 
decided on a career tra-
jectory for his life when 
he was around 4 or 5 
years old. 

“One day I was sitting 
in my aunt’s chair,” he 
said. “I can still remem-
ber sitting there — and I 
said to her, ‘So where did 
you get this house?’”

The answer — her hus-
band had built it — fi lled 
him with a child’s sense 
of disbelief and wonder. 

“I was like, ‘There’s no 
way you built this house. 
That’s so cool,’” he 
recalled. “And then that 
really was it. From that 
point on, I decided I 
wanted to build houses. 

“And that’s pretty cool, 
because then you don’t 
have to go through high 
school wondering what 
in God’s name you’re 
going to do.”

True to his word, 
VanOverbeke founded 
his construction and 
remodeling company, 
the current iteration of 
which is Browning 
Building LLC, at 23 years 
old in 1983. 

His handiwork is visi-
ble throughout town and 

spans historic homes, 
The Old Pony, The 
Bronze Door, Pierson 
Clinic and the Grosse 
Pointe Audiology build-
ing, as well as regional 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  l i k e 
Cranbrook Educational 
Community’s kindergar-
ten classrooms.  

“I actually got paid 
once to take all the doors 
off the boys’ dorm at 
Cranbrook, because they 
were doing stupid stuff,” 
he recalled with a laugh.

The Grosse Pointe 
Woods resident’s work 
has shaped the commu-
nity for so long that some 
of the projects he poured 

his time and energy into 
have long since been 
covered over or dis-
solved.

“When I was an 
apprentice, around 1980, 
I put the machine shop in 
at Grosse Pointe South 
underneath the old ten-
nis courts,” VanOverbeke 
said. “And now it’s a 
pool.”

It’s a similar story for 
three fl oors of work he 
put into the former 
Marquette  General 
Hospital psychiatric unit 
back in the day. 

VanOverbeke recently 
returned to the area, on 
his way to a backpacking 

trip in the Porcupine 
Mountains, and learned 
from a gas station atten-
dant the building had 
been closed. Another 
hospital was built else-
where. 

Though it was demol-
i s h e d  i n  2 0 1 6 , 
VanOverbeke also once 
was hired to replace 
every door in Plymouth’s 
Detro i t  House  o f 
Correction — all 385. 

The prison was active 
at the time and he was 
accompanied by an 
armed guard. 

“I learned how to hang 
a door,” VanOverbeke 
assured. “You do 385 

doors and you know how 
to hang a door pretty 
quick. 

“And then (later) I have 
a guy working for me 
and I’m trying to teach 
him how to hang a door 
and he’s fi ghting me,” he 
added. “And I’m like, 
‘Listen, don’t tell me how 
to hang a door. I can 
hang this door in my 
sleep.” 

A long  the  way , 
VanOverbeke met his 
wife, Kelli, and the two 
settled down in Grosse 
Pointe, drawn by the 
school system. They 
were blessed with two 
daughters and a son. 

When the 2008 down-
turn occurred, he went 
without work for a year, 
but took it as an opportu-
nity to coach girls 
lacrosse for his daugh-
ter’s team at Grosse 
Pointe North High 
School, where he ulti-
mately coached nine 
years. 

“The good thing about 
coaching girls lacrosse is 
the families don’t know 
the rules, so they can’t 
yell at you for doing stu-
pid stuff,” he joked. 
“They have no idea why 
anything’s going on 
because the rules are so 

convoluted. Honest to 
God. Whistles are blow-
ing constantly.”

When his daughter, 
Phelicia,  earned a 
lacrosse scholarship to 
Manhattan College, 
VanOverbeke made an 
effort to be at every 
game.

“In her four-year 
career, we might have 
missed maybe three or 
four games, but that was 
about it,” he said. 

Nowadays, when he 
isn’t constructing the 
community, he may be 
found metal working, 
bird hunting or making 
soap. Recently, he’s been 
dabbling in lemon-
scented soaps.  

“My daughter bought 
some soap from some-
body and I really liked 
it,” he recalled of the 
genesis of his hobby. 
“And I said, ‘Well, I’d like 
to learn how to make 
that.’”

Otherwise, he’s spend-
ing his time building a 
cottage up north and 
with his family, which 
has grown to include six 
grandkids. 

“I have a brand new 
granddaughter,” he 
announced last week. 
“Willa. She’s a week old.”

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Building a business and family from the ground up

COURTESY PHOTO

From left, Larry VanOverbeke, with daughter, Natalie Vasher, wife, Kelli 
VanOverbeke, son, Larry VanOverbeke, and daughter, Phelicia Vovos.

already imagining solu-
tions, launching ideas 
and showing us what the 
next generation of busi-
ness leadership looks 
like.”

Ruby Noble, a senior at 
Univers i ty  L igge t t 
School, spoke about 
Ruby’s Barkery, which 
makes freshly baked 
homemade gourmet dog 
treats. She started the 
business at age 9, after 
her dog, Lucky, had 
allergic reactions to 
store-bought treats. 

She started baking her 
own dog treats using 
organic ingredients and 
without unnecessary 
additives and preserva-
tives. The product was 

well-received and Noble 
was encouraged to start 
selling the goodies. By 
age 10, she worked her 
fi rst vendor event.

Amy Diallo, a senior at 
Grosse Pointe North 
High School, shared 
about her business, AMI 
Crochet. She learned 
about the ebb and fl ow of 
commerce after launch-
ing in August, relaunch-
ing in September and 
getting her fi rst order in 
December.

“It skyrocketed in 
December,” she said. 
“It’s only like this 
because I didn’t give up.”

Grosse Pointe South 
High School senior 
Henry Chesterton spoke 
about Top Dog Detailing, 
summing up his mobile 
car detailing business 
with: “Clean cars, zero 

hassle.”
Each student was 

awarded a scholarship 
for their enterprises.

“To our grant recipi-
ents and scholarship 
winners, your dedica-
tion and creativity 
inspires us,” Boettcher 
said. “Thank you for 
championing local busi-
ness and shaping the 
future of Grosse Pointe.”

In addition to the acco-
lades, Boettcher took a 
moment to introduce the 
new chamber tool, 
Proxi, “an interactive 
digital map designed to 
increase traffi c, market 
our local businesses and 
enhance community 
engagement,” she said. 
“Proxi will help resi-
dents and visitors dis-
cover shops, restaurants, 
services and events 

throughout the Pointes, 
creating even more visi-
bility and connection for 
our business commu-
nity.”

She also thanked fi ve 
members of the cham-
ber’s board of directors 
whose terms expired in 
2025. Among them was 
Mark Heppner, who 
served as chairman of 
the board three years.

“Of all the things I’ve 
been involved in — and I 
try to get involved in as 
much as I can — this 
chamber board has been 
such a pleasure to be 
part of,” Heppner said. 
“… I’m so proud to be a 
part of everything that’s 
happened.

“I’m all about moving 
forward,” he added, “so 
I’m pleased to introduce 
the new chairman of the 

board, Maria Miller. I 
couldn’t imagine a better 
person coming after me.”

“I’m very honored to 
be taking on the role of 
board chair,” Miller said. 
“We play a pivotal role in 
the community. We’re 
here to support our mem-
bers. I’m thrilled to see 
all that’s happened so far 
and excited to build on 
the strong foundation 
already in place.”

The Grosse Pointe Chamber of Commerce staff, 
from left, Director of Finance Lisa Frasier, 
President and Executive Director Jennifer 
Boettcher and Director of Engagement Abigail 
Barrosso.

CHAMBER:
Continued from page 3A
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From left, third-place grant winner Ken and Amy Kish of Floor Coverings 
International; second-place grant winners from Pointe the Way, Susan Mills 
and owner Deanna Arendoski; Chamber President Jenny Boettcher; Chamber 
Board Chair Maria Miller; fi rst-place grant winner Kids on the Go’s Ashley 
Bahr and Katie Shubnell; Chamber Director of Finance Lisa Frasier and 
Chamber Director of Engagement Abigail Barroso; and Kids on the Go’s Kristy 
Schena and Michael VanNostrant.
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Our monthly calendar is bursting with exciting 
programs — from favorite pastimes to brand new 
discoveries. With something for everyone, there’s
always a reason to join in! Visit us online or come
see what’s happening at The Helm.

Lifelong learning at the Helm
• French or Spanish Lessons
• Lunch & Learn Programs
• Ballroom Dancing

• Singing for Health & Happiness
• Guitar Lessons
• The Helm Cultural Exploration

Series

Life’s a journey. 
Find your way.

313.882.9600
visit:

helmlife.org

Get inspired.
get curious.
get involved.
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City of Grosse Pointe

Student 
loan fraud

Someone fraudulently 
applied for a student loan 
to Oakland University in 
a Grosse Pointe resi-
dent’s name Monday, 
Jan. 26.

Ran red
After being pulled over 

for running a red light on 
Mack at 9:15 p.m. 
Monday, Jan. 26, a 
34-year-old Warren resi-
dent was cited for driving 
with a suspended license.

Check fraud
A 59-year-old Detroit 

man attempted to pass a 
fraudulent check at a 
bank in the 16000 block 
of Kercheval at 1 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 27.

The payroll check 
came from the Village of 
Milford, where it was 
confi rmed the man does 
not work.

Lone Star State
Approximately $2,700 

worth of various elec-
tronics items fraudu-
lently were ordered in a 
Grosse Pointe resident’s 
name at 7:15 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 28, and 
shipped to Texas.

Scam
An unknown person 

acting as the victim’s pas-

tor scammed a Grosse 
Pointe resident into pur-
chasing 10 Apple gift 
cards totaling $1,000 
Wednesday, Jan. 28. 

Domestic 
violence

A 25-year-old Grosse 
Pointe man was arrested 
for domestic violence at 
5:15 p.m. Friday, Jan. 30, 
after starting a fi ght with 
both of his parents and 
striking one in the face. 

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Missing 
thousands

After sending $12,999 
via two automated clear-
ing house payments to 
purchase an embroidery 
machine, a local organi-
zation last week received 
notice from the company 
the payments were never 
received.

Fleeing
The driver of a blue 

four-door sedan elected 
to speed near 80 mph and 

run a red light at 
Kercheval and Kerby, 
rather than pull over for 
speeding when an offi cer 
activated his lights and 
siren at 7:54 a.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 29.

Drunken
After swerving up and 

onto the curb at Fisher 
and Kercheval at 10:52 
a.m. Thursday, Jan. 29, a 
63-year-old Chesterfi eld 
woman was pulled over 
and arrested for operat-
ing while intoxicated.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Park

Converter III
Once is an accident, 

twice is a coincidence 
and three times is a pat-
tern.

That’s not exactly how 
it works in the world of 
crime, but the point is 
made.

The third theft of a 
catalytic converter in the 
city since mid-January 
occurred last week.

This time it happened 
between midnight and 1 

a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 27, in 
the 1200 block of 
Maryland, the same 
block on which the sec-
ond was reported Jan. 
16.

The trend began Jan. 
10, two blocks away in 
the 1200 block of 
Lakepointe.

In the latest theft, a 
convertor valued at $600 
was removed from a 
2025 Honda parked at 
the curb.

Mutual aid, fi re
Park fi refi ghters lent 

some hands and a fire 
truck to put out a house 
fi re in the City of Grosse 
Pointe Thursday, Jan. 
29.

In l ine with the 
mutual-aid agreement 
between the Pointes’ 
and Harper Woods, Park 
officers joined the 
response to a resident’s 
report of smoke coming 
from walls inside a 
house.

“An opening was made 
in the walls and the fi re 
was extinguished with 
assistance of (onboard) 
tank water from Tower 
One,” an offi cer said.

Drunken driver
Police arrested a 

47-year-old Detroit 

woman Friday, Jan. 30, 
for drunken driving.

An offi cer investigated 
her on Middlesex near 
Korte for failing to use a 
turn signal.

“(She) smelled of intox-
icants and failed field 
sobriety tests,” police 
said.

Wanted
The female subject of a 

felony warrant for embez-
zling from an elderly vic-
t im was  arres ted 
Saturday, Jan. 31, as she 
retrieved her belongings 
at a residence in the 700 
block of Harcourt.

The woman, 59, lives in 
Detroit, according to 
police.

“(She was) arrested 
and turned over to Wayne 
County,” a Park officer 
said.

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public Safety 
Department, (313) 822-
7400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Nothing to report per 
dispatch.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about crime to Grosse 

Pointe Shores Public 
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Identity theft
A resident in the 1500 

block of Anita reported 
Monday, Jan. 26, that 
someone tried to use her 
credit card to order an 
AR-15 rifl e and scope. She 
learned about it when the 
company texted her to 
verify the order.

The instance came 
shortly after she placed an 
Instacart order with a 
local grocery store.

Drunken driving
A 34-year-old Lansing 

man was arrested for 
drunken driving after he 
was stopped on Vernier 
near Young Lane for 
improper lane use and no 
front bumper on his vehi-
cle.

After failing several 
fi eld sobriety tests, he was 
given a preliminary breath 
test, which showed his 
blood alcohol content to 
be 0.10 percent.

—Ted O’Neil 
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

Arcos. Martin said 
GPAAS has aroud 
$47,000 left over from 
when it sponsored a K-9 
offi cer in Harper Woods, 
a program that was dis-
banded early last year 
when their dog retired.

“That money was 
raised specifi cally for K-9 
purposes, so that’s all it 
can be spent on,” Martin 
said. “We were able to 
transfer it over to Arcos.”

Grosse Pointe Woods 
Foundation President 
Lisa Fuller said that 
group has raised close to 
$25,000.

Major donors were 
edmund  t .  AHEE 
Jewelers, Buccellato 
Development, J. Lewis 

and Judy Cooper Jr., 
Michael and Ariana Gula 
and the Rutkofske fam-
ily.

“Our fundraising was 
in response to a grant 
request from the city and 
in conjunction with par-
allel efforts by GPAAS,” 
Fuller said. “These gifts 
will transfer to the city 
and help reduce the bur-
den on GPAAS for initial 
program costs.”

Martin said another 
$6,800 was raised the 
evening of Thursday, 
Jan. 29, during a meet 
and greet with Arcos and 
Gill.

“We had about 70 peo-
ple there and they did 
great for their fi rst time 
in a large gathering,” she 
said. “The people have 
really embraced having a 
K-9 offi cer.”

ARCOS:
Continued from page 2A

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

From left, Sophia Gill; K-9 Offi cer Arcos; his han-
dler, Offi cer Duncan Gill; and Corinne Martin, 
founder and board president of the Grosse Pointe 
Animal Adoption Society.

To register, which is 
encouraged but not 
required, visit warmemo
rial.org/events/veterans
resourcefair. 

“I’m excited to get the 
ball rolling for hopefully 
an annual veterans 
resource fair,” Szwarc 
said. 

The event is sponsored 
by Verizon, a patriot pro-
gramming partner of The 
War Memorial.

FAIR:
Continued from page 3A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— A blanket of snow can 
live up to its name.

“Snow depth is critical 
to insulating the soil,” 
according to authors of a 
University of Minnesota 
agricultural blog. “Snow 
depths of 4 to 10 inches 
have been shown to pro-

vide effective insulation.”
While specific to the 

maintenance of crops, 
virtually across-the-board 
conclusions by other uni-
versity extension services 
are anecdotally relevant 
to snow’s ability to clois-
ter water mains from 
breaking during freeze-
thaw cycles.

Not in the sense of 
keeping buried mains 

warm and cozy, but in 
lessening overhead pres-
sure on pipes created by 
the weight of frost-inun-
dated ground.

The relationship is a 
consideration for why the 
Park had four broken 
mains in January and 
another three this week. 
The running total of 
seven breaks so far this 
year represents 35 per-

cent of the 15 to 20 total 
water main breaks regis-
tered during an average 
12-month period, accord-
ing to Tom Jenny, public 
works director.

“But it’s not a typical 
winter,” he said. “We had 
no snow at fi rst. We had 
cold.”

So, there was frost in 

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Main breaks piling up in Park

See BREAKS, page 10A
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GROSSE POINTE 7-DAY
WEATHER FORECAST
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February 5 – 11

Weather data courtesy of Channel 4, WDIV Detroit • ClickOnDetroit.com
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name and local address, as well as a daytime telephone 
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300 words may be edited for length. All letters may be

edited for content. We reserve the right to refuse any

letter. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. Monday. Letters 

may be submitted via email to editor@grossepointenews.

com or by fi lling out the letters form on our website, 

grossepointenews.com.
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L
ast June in this space, we asked the ques-
tion, “What is their end game?” and won-
dered if there was some type of ulterior 
motive for the way certain members of the 
Grosse Pointe Public School System 
Board of Education were treating 

Superintendent Andrea Tuttle. 
The badgering, the disrespect, the attempts at intim-

idation. There must be a motive, we presumed, because 
reasonable, responsible adults with a modicum of 
decency do not act this way in a professional, public 
setting. Or in private, for that matter. 

Now we know.
Sadly, Dr. Tuttle the evening of Wednesday, Jan. 28, 

sent out a districtwide email saying she would be retir-
ing at the end of August. 

Dr. Tuttle was hired in late 2023 by a 7-0 vote of the 
board, the fi rst superintendent in several years to be 
selected unanimously.

She started in early 2024 and the district had one of 
its best years ever. Dr. Tuttle led efforts to balance the 
budget, get the operating millage renewed and a new, 
higher sinking fund passed.

GPPSS and the Grosse Pointe Education Association, 
along with its affi liate unions, also agreed to two-year 
contracts with a 2 percent raise and step increases for 
teachers after an audit showed the 2023-24 budget 
ended with a $1 million surplus. A step increase is 
equivalent to a 4.2 percent salary increase. 

Problems between some board members and Dr. 
Tuttle started to appear around the middle of June that 
year. Here are some examples we have noted in the 
past and some new ones.

Trustee Colleen Worden said she would not support 
the 2024-25 fi scal year budget due to what she claimed 
was a lack of details. The budget included some $5.5 
million in cuts, primarily related to the end of around 
$4.5 million in COVID-related federal funding. 

A majority of the cuts came from not fi lling 18 vacant 
teaching positions and the budget did not cut any stu-
dent programming, but Ms. Worden was upset because 
the budget did not indicate which teaching positions 
were not being fi lled and at what schools. 

“I’d also argue in this situation that we’ve been pay-
ing for three superintendents,” Ms. Worden said at the 
time. “As much as I appreciate Dr. Tuttle, she is paid 
one of the top superintendent salaries in the state. 
That’s a slap in the face when we’re only giving teach-
ers a 1 percent raise.”

(This was before the 2023-24 fi scal year budget 
ended with a $1 million surplus, allowing for 2 percent 
raises and step increases.)

Ms. Worden was referring to the fact former 
Superintendent Jon Dean was paid $195,000 as part of 
his separation agreement when he retired in 2023, and 
the district paid Christian Fenton to act as interim 
superintendent for fi ve months. 

Dr. Tuttle said she was “flabbergasted” by Ms. 
Worden’s comments. 

“I’ve shared with you numerous times how we got to 
these numbers,” she said. “I take some offense to the 
fact that you continue to say we have not been trans-
parent.

“Regarding my contract, I applied for this job because 
I love Grosse Pointe and because of the posting that 
was put out there,” she added. “I was offered the posi-
tion and for you to continue to attack that is offensive 
to me.” 

The board agreed in late 2023 to post the job with a 
starting base salary of between $275,000 and $350,000. 
Dr. Tuttle’s salary is $310,000 annually.

At an October board meeting, Trustee Valarie St. 
John commented on what she claimed were violations 
of the Open Meetings Act on the part of other trustees 
communicating via email and seemed to imply Dr. 
Tuttle was complicit. 

Now we know

“It concerns me that a trustee has no idea what 
the responsibility of a superintendent is,” Dr. 
Tuttle said to Ms. St. John, reading from a pre-
pared statement. “You frequently ask me to take 
actions that fall outside my purview as superin-
tendent. You continue to divide and send divisive 
emails to all of us. Your repeated attempts to cre-
ate confl ict among board members and expect 
me to resolve them is counterproductive.”

During a meeting Nov. 18, 2024, the board 
voted 6-0, with Ms. St. John excused, to give Dr. 
Tuttle an evaluation rating of “effective,” the 
highest possible under state law. The board then 
went into closed session to discuss Dr. Tuttle’s 
contract. Once back in open session, with Ms. St. 
John present, she and Ms. Worden were the only 
no votes in a 5-2 decision to extend Dr. Tuttle’s 
original three-year contract by two years. It 
included 2 percent annual raises and an appeal 
process for future evaluations. 

Ms. Worden called the vote a “late-night, back-
room deal” that did not offer the public an oppor-
tunity to comment. At 1 a.m. that night, however, 
she sent Dr. Tuttle an email advising her not to 
sign the new contract and instead wait for the 
new board to be seated. Late-night indeed. 

Which brings us to June 2025, when tension 
mounted between then-Trustee Clint Derringer 
— now board president — and Dr. Tuttle during 
a discussion about increasing the salary range in 
order to attract a new CFO.

“We asked for data of similar sized and sur-
rounding districts and I did not receive that,” Mr. 
Derringer said. “I’d like to see evidence we’re 
unable to attract candidates at the current range.” 

“What more evidence do you need?” Dr. Tuttle 
asked. “We’ve been sitting without a CFO for six 
months. I don’t know what else to tell you.

“I’m not going to say anything further,” she 
continued. “You either want to raise it or you 
don’t.” 

Mr. Derringer then said while the district aims 
to be in the top 1 or 5 percent in the state for per-
formance, it uses state averages when it comes 
to teacher-to-student ratios and should do the 
same in setting the CFO salary. 

“I don’t want to be preached at,” Dr. Tuttle said. 
“I don’t want you to continue preaching at me 
and trying to belittle me in front of everyone at 
this table. If you want to vote no, vote no, end of 
conversation. I’m going to walk away if you con-
tinue to preach at me.” 

Mr. Derringer responded, saying, “To fi nish my 
questions ...” 

At that point, about 14 minutes after the discus-
sion started, Dr. Tuttle said, “I’m going to respect-
fully walk away from the table. I’ve had it.” 

Ms. Worden, board president at the time, did 
not attempt to intervene. Unfortunate, but per-
haps unsurprising since she ended the meeting 
saying it is “not inappropriate” for trustees to ask 
tough questions. 

Late last year, Ms. Worden effectively called 
Dr. Tuttle a liar during a board discussion about 
Trombly Elementary School and why it was not 

on the list of 2027 bond projects. Dr. Tuttle 
explained that Ms. Worden had told her not to 
put it on the list, which she denied. Dr. Tuttle 
said there was another administrator in the 
room when that discussion occurred. 

Unfortunately, that person has not had the 
courage to step forward and defend Dr. Tuttle. 
Perhaps they see how certain members of the 
board treat her and do not want a target on 
their back.

Sadly, Dr. Tuttle then said she felt as if she 
would need to record all future conversations 
with Ms. Worden to defend herself.

The last straw, however, may have been the 
vile and unprofessional behavior of four board 
members toward Dr. Tuttle during her evalu-
ation last November.

The board scored her across 32 metrics on 
a scale of 1 to 3 dealing with everything from 
budgetary matters to personnel issues to stu-
dent growth. Dr. Tuttle received 3s in several 
categories, including district image, media 
relations, delegation of duties and budget 
development.

But Ms. Worden, for example, scored Dr. 
Tuttle a 1 in providing the board with informa-
tion, citing a discussion about universal pre-
school at the board’s previous meeting. 

“You put it on the agenda and there was a 
fl urry of negative information,” Ms. Worden 
said. 

“It was for discussion,” Dr. Tuttle responded. 
“I told you three times what I was putting on 
the agenda.”

Under district image, Ms. St. John was the 
only board member not to give Tuttle a 3, scor-
ing her a 1. 

“You don’t represent the district well in 
some board meetings,” she said. “Walking out 
of a board meeting is a bad look.”

Average votes by trustees were: 
◆ Mr. Cotton, 3 
◆ Ginny Jeup, 3 
◆ Tim Klepp, 2.7 
◆ Laura Hull, 2.4 
◆ Mr. Derringer, 2.2 
◆ Ms. St. John, 1.9 
◆ Ms. Worden, 1.9
Despite some of the preposterous scores, 

Dr. Tuttle ended up with a 2.7 average out of 
3, earning her an “effective” rating again.

To quote the hilarious Woody Allen movie 
“Bananas,” the evening was “a travesty of a 
mockery of a sham.”

Dr. Tuttle summed up the situation well in 
her closing comments at that meeting, saying, 
“It feels like you don’t want me here because 
I worked well with the prior board. I’m proud 
of what we as a team have accomplished.”

As we said here last June, to treat this way 
the person most responsible for rescuing our 
school district from fi nancial ruin is uncon-
scionable. To force her out would be unforgiv-
able. 

Now we know.

OUR VIEW
What you do when you 
want to build a snowman 
but it’s too cold? You 
wait until your driveway 
is shoveled into a mound 
of the white stuff so you 
can decorate that instead 
of building one from 
scratch. This “snow 
blob” was spotted at the 
end of a driveway on 
Shoreham in Grosse 
Pointe Woods.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Pure 
Grosse 
Pointe
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T
he recent 
cold weath-
er and snow 
days got me 
t h i n k i n g 
back to my 

own youth and similar 
circumstances.

I went to Catholic 
school up until eighth 
grade at the sadly now-
closed St. Germaine in 
St. Clair Shores. The 
school followed the can-
cellation policy of the 
local public school dis-
trict (Go Lakeview!), 
which I’m guessing many 
private and parochial 
schools do.

This was in the late 
1970s and early 1980s, 
obviously long before 
anyone had cell phones 
or the internet. That 
meant having to get up 
early and either listen to 
the radio to hear a list of 
closings or watch a scroll 
across the bottom of the 
TV. It was always alpha-
betical, so that meant 
having to wait through 
nearly half of the alpha-
bet to fi nd out one way or 
another.

I remember waiting 
through the list a few 
times if I didn’t hear 
Lakeview Public Schools 
the fi rst time around. Did 

I miss it? Will they add it?
When the good news 

came through, it was 
party time. Funny thing 
was, it was either too 
cold or too snowy to go to 
school, but my buddies 
and I would get bundled 
up and spend hours out-
side sledding, having 
snowball fights and 
building snow forts.

I vividly remember the 
blizzard of 1978. One of 
my neighbors had a tall 
hedgerow running the 
length of their driveway 
and there was so much 
snow we were able to 
make a tunnel through it.

Eventually it would be 
time to go inside to get 
warmed up with some 
hot chocolate and watch 
“Bill Kennedy at the 
Movies.” Who else 
r e m e m b e r s  M r . 
Belvedere? “We do good 
work.” That’s what 
everyone watched on 
sick days, but on snow 
days you could relax 
more knowing you 
wouldn’t have home-
work to make up.

As I got older, snow 
days were a chance to 
make some money shov-
eling. I grew up on a 
street of mostly retirees 
and I don’t recall a single 
neighbor owning a snow-
blower.

Once in high school, 
we had a snow day dur-

ing fi nals week but still 
had basketball practice. 
A bunch of us ran 
upstairs afterward to 
grab books from our 
lockers so we could study 
since we hadn’t antici-
pated not being in school 
that day.

By the time we got 
back to the gym, a police 
offi cer was talking to our 
coach. Apparently the 
school had multiple 
alarm zones and coach 
had only turned off the 
one near the gym.

The recent storms that 
hit the South reminded 
me of the one time it 
snowed in the three 
years I l ived near 
Savannah about a decade 
ago. People absolutely 
los t  the i r  minds . 
Naturally, cities down 
there don’t have plows 
and don’t buy salt 
because snow or ice is 
such a rare occurrence. 
Even roads with slight 
inclines were closed and 
us northern transplants 
knew better than to drive 
anywhere because the 
locals were causing acci-
dents left and right.

Now when I hear about 
a snow day or when the 
temperature drops far 
enough to cancel school, 
my only thought is how 
we have to do something 
about this darn global 
warming!

Snow days

T
his is not a 
statement 
on behalf 
o f  t h e 
G r o s s e 
P o i n t e 

Board of Education. I 
am writing in my per-
sonal capacity, as some-
one who has lived and 
worked in this commu-
nity for decades. I speak 
as a proud graduate of 
Grosse Pointe South 
High School, Class of 
1995. As a local busi-
ness owner with brick-
and-mortar operations 
in Grosse Pointe Park, 
City, Farms and Woods. 
As the owner of this 
newspaper, which cov-
ers all fi ve Pointes.

I also speak as a for-
mer president of a for-
profit company, as chief 
legal counsel and as a 
corporate attorney who 
has advised investment 
banks. I have served on 
the boards of for-profit 
companies and non-
profit organizations. I 
have founded founda-
tions and helped lead 
mission-driven work. I 
have been both a leader 

and a team member. 
And I also speak as a 
trustee of the Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System.

From all of those van-
tage points, from corpo-
rate to community to 
public education, I can 
say with complete con-
viction that Dr. Andrea 
Tuttle is one of the most 
effective leaders I have 
ever worked with and 
by far the most effective 
educator. Her combina-
tion of professionalism, 
resilience, vision and 
unwavering focus on 
students set a new stan-
dard for leadership in 
this district.

When I made the deci-
sion to run for the 
school board, it was 
because I saw a system 
in decline. Enrollment 
was dropping. Finances 
were deteriorat ing. 
Trust in the district was 
at a low point. I ran to 
stop the financial and 
enrollment death spiral 
that threatened the 
future of public educa-
tion in the Pointes. I ran 
to bring in real leader-
ship and restore trust. 
And together, we did 
just that.

But none of it would 
have been possible 

without Dr. Tuttle. She 
didn’t just lead, she 
rebuilt. She stabilized 
our finances, right-
sized the district with-
out layoffs and helped 
us pass every critical 
funding initiative. She 
expanded opportunities 
for students and settled 
every major contract. 
And through it all, she 
never lost sight of what 
matters most: the stu-
dents, the teachers and 
the community.

She led this walkable, 
bikeable, academically 
strong district with 
integrity and heart. Her 
focus was always on 
what would make our 
public schools stronger, 
not just for today, but 
for the next generation.

It is unfortunate that 
we are losing her, but I 
understand her deci-
sion.

She is leaving us 
stronger than she found 
us and she is giving us 
time to plan carefully 
for what comes next. 
But make no mistake, 
these are big shoes to 
fill. The Grosse Pointe 
Public School System is 
losing a great leader. 
And we should all be 
paying attention to 
what that means.

We are losing 
a great leader

F R O M  T H E  O W N E R  By Sean Cotton
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opportunities and will 
continue to focus my full 
attention on serving 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Schools through the 
remainder of my time 
here.”

Clint Derringer, cur-
rent board president, 
had this statement, “Dr. 
Tuttle took the reins of 
GPPSS amidst massive 
personnel turnover sur-
rounded by more ques-
tions than answers. Our 
district remains grateful 
to her for her leadership 
in stabilizing the central 
administration team fi rst 
and foremost. She also 
skillfully led the district 
team and engaged our 
community on the way 
to passing a $120 million 
bond, a $110 million 
sinking fund millage and 
renewing our operating 
millage. I hope she 
enjoys a long and happy 
retirement with her fam-
ily.”

Tuttle said her plan 
over the next seven 
months is to work with 
Derringer on a variety of 
issues.

“Under President 
Derringer’s leadership, 
my hope is to continue 
the strong, student-cen-
tered focus on academic 
excellence, fi scal respon-
sibility, safety and secu-
rity and long-range 
facilities planning estab-
lished under former 
President Sean Cotton,” 
she noted. “I value clear 
direction aligned with 
board goals and based 
on my early work with 
President Derringer 
when he served as chair 
o f  t h e  F a c i l i t i e s 
Committee, I am confi -
dent that we share a 
commitment to keeping 
students at the heart of 
every decision.”

Jackie Shelson and 
Taryn Loughlin, co-pres-
idents of the Grosse 
P o i n t e  E d u c a t i o n 
Association, said in a 
statement, “The GPEA 
extends its best wishes 
to Dr. Tuttle as she 
chooses retirement and 

the next chapter of her 
professional journey. We 
are truly surprised by 
this decision and sad-
dened she will not have 
additional time to get to 
know more of our incred-
ible teachers. Even with 
Dr. Tuttle’s brief tenure, 
we are grateful for the 
opportunity to have 
worked together on 
behalf of students, edu-
cators and the broader 
school community.

“While there were 
times when we did not 
always agree, our work 
was grounded in mutual 
respect and a shared 
commitment to the dis-
trict and its mission,” 
they continued. “The 
G P E A  t h a n k s 
Superintendent Tuttle 
for her service and col-
laboration and wishes 
her continued success 
and fulfi llment in retire-
ment.”

Tuttle also said she 
considers herself “fortu-
nate” for her time in 
Grosse Pointe.

“Prior to coming to 
Grosse Pointe, and dur-
ing my 14-year superin-
tendent tenure, I worked 
with two board presi-
dents whom I continue 
to respect deeply,” she 
said. “Those experiences 
shaped my understand-
ing of how important a 
strong, trusting relation-
ship between the full 
board, but especially 
with the board president 
who is elected by the full 
board, contributes to the 
overall success of a 
school district.

“When I first met 
President Cotton, I felt 
fortunate because he 
made it clear that he 
trusted me to lead the 
educational team and do 
what we do best, while 
also assuring me that he 
would be there to sup-
port in any way needed,” 
she added. “That trust 
and clarity set the foun-
dation for our work 
together and for the suc-
cess of the district.”

She also said Cotton 
exemplifi ed strong gov-
ernance with the board 
while providing clear 
goals, collaboration and 

consistent support. 
“I deeply valued his 

business expertise in 
f i n a n c e ,  h u m a n 
resources, facilities plan-
ning and negotiations, as 
well as his candid lead-
ership style grounded in 
integrity and trust in the 
educational team,” she 
said. “We were closely 
aligned in our educa-
tional philosophy and 
shared a commitment to 
academic excellence, 
rigor and meaningful 
support for all students.

“With this board’s sup-
port, our team was 
encouraged to expand 
opportunities for stu-
dents,” she continued. 
“This included growth in 
career and technical 
education programming, 
the addition of SAT 
preparation courses to 
support college readi-
ness and scholarship 
opportunities and con-
tinued support for all 
extracurricular offer-
ings. I am proud of the 
work our educational 
team accomplished in 
making necessary bud-
getary and staffing 
adjustments without lay-
ing off any team mem-
bers, while also reversing 
a previously negative 
budge t  t ra jec tory . 
President Cotton also 
played a key role in 
reaching an agreement 
with the GPEA, includ-
ing recommending the 
removal of a long-stand-
ing formula that had hin-
dered negotiations.”

Tuttle said she is grate-
ful to Cotton and the 
board members who “led 
with integrity, profes-
sionalism and confi-
dence in the educational 
team. I look forward to 
continuing this impor-
tant work with President 
Derringer over the next 
seven months as we 
move the district for-
ward together with sta-
bility and sustainability.” 

Derringer added the 
board will have to decide 
when to start the search 
process for a replace-
ment. State law requires 
school districts to have a 
superintendent under 
contract at all times.

TUTTLE:
Continued from page 1A

of classroom space.
Some 88 percent of 

preschool  fami l ies 
choose private schools, 
but 80 percent would pre-
fer enrollment in the pub-
lic system, he said.

Meanwhile, Kahl said, 
D e f e r  E l e m e n t a r y 
School’s reputation for 
being overcrowded is 
bolstered by four of its 
kindergartens being 
classes at or above the 
25-student attendance 
limit.

“It appears Defer has 
reached its capacity for 
Y5 (Young Fives pre-kin-

dergarten), K (kindergar-
ten) and 1 (first-grade) 
programming,” accord-
ing to a slide in Kahn’s 
PowerPoint presentation 
to the council and public. 
“Without elementary 
classrooms at Trombly, 
the district can’t easily or 
efficiently expand pre-
school, reduce class sizes 
(or) move fifth grade 
back to elementary if 
desired.”

“Defer is at or near 
capacity with limited 
additional classroom 
space,” according to a 
December 2025 report by 
the Grosse Pointe Park 
Trombly ad hoc commit-
tee, members of whom 
Hodges appointed nearly 

a year earlier. “There is 
no room for expanded 
programming, (such as) 
preschool, half-day kin-
dergarten, (or) additional 
classrooms to reduce 
class sizes.”

The report continued, 
“Reopening Trombly 
would relieve pressure 
on Defer, balance enroll-
ment and better meet 
family needs without 
overburdening existing 
schools.”

Park resident Richard 
Schroeder is willing to do 
his part.

“We need a unified 
front with these people,” 
Schroeder said about set-
ting school officials 
straight.

TROMBLY:
Continued from page 2A

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— A reduction in state 
funding and a bookkeep-
ing error led the Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System Board of 
Education to adopt a 
budget amendment at its 
meeting Monday, Jan. 
26.

Some $3.7 million in 
special education fund-
ing from the state was 
mistakenly included in 
both the special educa-
tion and general funds 
in the 2024-25 fi scal year 
budget and the error 
was carried over to the 
2025-26 fi scal year bud-
get.

“We have had multiple 
CFOs in the district over 
the last fi ve years work-
ing on the budget,” 
Superintendent Andrea 
Tuttle said. “It’s not easy 
working with someone 
else’s budget.”

The district is on its 
fi fth person in the posi-
tion since 2023. That 
included a consultant 
who was with the dis-
trict for a majority of 
2025, but only was in the 
district one day a week, 
as well as a CFO who left 
a month after being 
hired.

Andrea Agrusa, the 
current CFO, joined the 
district four months ago 
and received praise from 
Tut t l e  and  board 
P r e s i d e n t  C l i n t 
Derringer for bringing 
stability to the job.

During her presenta-
tion to the board, Agrusa 
said the district has 
6,363 full-time equiva-
lent students. The state 
bases enrollment 90 per-
cent on a district’s fall 
count day and 10 per-
cent on the previous 
spring’s count day.

The enrollment is 
down 34 FTE students, 
but up 65 from what the 
current budget was 
based on. Per-pupil 
funding this school year 
for GPPSS is $11,745, an 
increase of $442 over 
last year but $50 less 
than the district antici-
pated. Tuttle said the 
$442 increase includes 
$108 in what is called 
“hold harmless” money. 
About three dozen dis-
tr icts  statewide — 
including GPPSS — get 
the money because they 
historically had higher 
per-pupi l  spending 
before Proposal  A 
passed in 1994.

“That was done in a 
supplemental budget 
this year instead of roll-

ing it into the regular 
per-pupi l  amount ,” 
Tuttle said. “I’m very 
concerned it could go 
away.”

There also was a 
reduction of $1.6 million 
from the state for the 
district to put toward 
employee retirement 
costs.

The original 2025-26 
budget was passed with 
expected revenue of 
about $105 million and 
spending of about $103 
million. The revised 
budget has revenue of 
about $103 million and 
spending of about $104 
million.

Some projected reve-
nues did go up, includ-
ing local property taxes 
with an increase of 
$861,000 over the origi-
nal budget and federal 
funding, up $1.1 million 
from the original bud-
get.

With an operating def-
icit of $988,000, the dis-
trict will have to take 
money from its fund bal-
ance, which will drop 
from 14.6 percent to 
13.1 percent.

“These numbers will 
fluctuate between now 
and when we do our sec-
ond amendment in the 
spring and the fi nal bud-
get in June,” Tuttle said.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

BoE votes on first budget 
amendment of 25-26 budget

Sebastian Rouse of the City 
of Grosse Pointe was named to 
the Dean’s List for the fall 2025 
semester of Lincoln University.

◆◆◆
Evelyn Stahl of Grosse 

Pointe Woods was named to 
the  York  Col lege  of 
Pennsylvania Dean’s List for 
the fall 2025 semester. Stahl is 
majoring in sport manage-
ment.

◆◆◆
Joseph Tedesco of Grosse 

Pointe Woods, was named to 
Point Park University’s fall 
2025 Dean’s List.

◆◆◆
Braeden Roberts of Grosse 

Pointe Farms was named to 
the Dean’s List for the fall 2025 
semester at Michigan State 
University.

PRIDE OF 
THE POINTES

Joseph Tedesco

When to Go to the 
Emergency Room

By Glen Clark, M.D.

The Corewell Health Beaumont Grosse Pointe Hospital 
Emergency Room is here for moments when your 

health care needs can’t wait. While many illnesses and 
injuries can be safely managed in an office or urgent care 
setting, knowing when to go directly to the ER can reduce 
complications and, in some cases, save a life. 
     Chest pain or pressure, especially if it radiates to 

the jaw or arm, or is accompanied by difficulty breathing, should never be 
ignored. At Corewell Health Beaumont Grosse Pointe Hospital, we prioritize 
prompt assessment, including rapid electrocardiograms (ECGs). Our cardiac 
catheterization lab and interventional cardiologists are available 24/7 with the 
goal of rapidly treating heart attacks and large blood clots, such as pulmonary 
embolisms in the lungs. 
 Signs of stroke, including sudden facial drooping, speech difficulty, arm 
weakness, confusion, vision problems, or loss of balance, should lead to an 
immediate visit to the ER. Time matters with stroke. At Corewell Health 
Beaumont Grosse Pointe Hospital, our “Code Stroke” process helps ensure 
rapid evaluation and treatment, including clot-busting medications when 
indicated. 
 Severe injuries or heavy bleeding should always be evaluated in the 
emergency center. Some serious injuries may not be apparent initially, and 
visible injuries such as broken bones or lacerations can distract from more 
serious, hidden problems. As a Level III trauma center, our processes help 
ensure significant injuries are identified and trauma-related conditions are 
appropriately treated. Patients taking blood thinners should be especially 
cautious and come to the ER after any head injury or significant bleeding. 
 High fevers accompanied by a stiff neck, severe headache, confusion, 
difficulty breathing, or a rash should also prompt a visit to the ER. High 
fevers can be dangerous, particularly for infants, older adults, and those with 
weakened immune systems. At Corewell Health Beaumont Grosse Pointe 
Hospital, we have processes in place to rapidly identify and treat severe 
infections that can lead to sepsis. 
 Allergic reactions involving swelling of the face, lips, tongue, or throat, or 
sudden dizziness after exposure to medications, foods, or insect stings require 
immediate emergency care. First-time or recurrent seizures, as well as fainting 
without a known cause, should also be evaluated in the emergency room. 
 If a situation is life-threatening, call 911 immediately. If you are unsure and 
symptoms feel severe or frightening, the ER is the right choice. At Corewell 
Health Beaumont Grosse Pointe Hospital, our board-certified emergency 
physicians are here to ensure you are promptly evaluated and appropriately 
treated. 
Dr. Glen Clark is a board-certified Emergency Medicine physician and serves as 
Chief of Emergency Medicine at Corewell Health Beaumont Grosse Pointe Hospital 
located at 468 Cadieux Road in Grosse Pointe.
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schools which in turn 
supports students and 
builds community pride.” 

House Bills 5310, 5311 
and 5312 were intro-
duced last week at a 
meeting of the House 
Education and Workforce 
Development Committee. 
They also were discussed 
in that  committee 
Wednesday, Feb. 4, after 
press time.

P a t  O u t m a n ,  a 
M o n t c a l m  C o u n t y 

Republican and sponsor 
of the main bill, HB 5310, 
testifi ed before the com-
mittee last week.

“Students deserve 
access to the school that 
works best for them with-
out being blocked by 
arbitrary lines,” he said. 
“Under this legislation, 
schools could not deny 
enrollment based on dis-
ability or academic abil-
ity, but could deny 
enrollment for a serious 
disciplinary history, 
including a felony convic-
tion.”

The bills would force 

districts to enroll non-res-
ident students based on 
capacity. With an enroll-
ment of around 6,400 stu-
dents,  GPPSS has 
approximately 4,275 
open seats. 

All three bills are being 
co-sponsored by Rep. Joe 
Tate, D-Detroit, former 
speaker of the house who 
previously represented 
the Pointes. The bills pri-
marily are being co-spon-
sored by Republicans.

The GPPSS Board of 
Education has voted 
against participating in 
schools of choice every 

year since it took effect in 
1996.

As the accompanying 
graphic shows (above), 
estimates from Plante 
Moran indicate building 
capacity and utilization 
varies across the district, 
with a high of 87 percent 
at Kerby Elementary 
School and a low of 40 
percent at Grosse Pointe 
North High School.

HB 5311, sponsored by 
Rep. Tulio Liberati, 
D-Allen Park, would 
remove criminal penal-
ties for a parent or guard-
ian  to  use  fa lse 

information to enroll a 
non-resident student in a 
district. HB 5312, spon-
sored by Rep. Angela 
Rigas, R-Caledonia, 
would change the state’s 
Revised School Code to 
align with HB 5310 and 
prohibits districts from 
charging tuition to non-
district students.

Committee members 
raised questions about 
enrollment drops in dis-
tricts near those that cur-
rently are not schools of 
choice, which aside from 
G P P S S  i n c l u d e s 
R o c h e s t e r ,  N o v i , 

Northville, Bloomfield 
Hills and Birmingham, to 
name a few locally, should 
the laws go into place. 
They also voiced concerns 
that districts might close 
buildings to eliminate 
excess capacity.

The bills are backed by 
the Michigan Chamber of 
Commerce. Opposed are 
Wayne RESA, which is 
the local intermediate 
school district, the 
Michigan Education 
Association and Michigan 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f 
Superintendents and 
Administrators.
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Tired of hibernating? Feeling cabin fever? 
Win an exciting getaway to the Perry Hotel in Petoskey!

Brought to you by 
Charles Schwab Grosse 
Pointe, the Perry Hotel 
and the Grosse Pointe 
News, your getaway is 
designed to give you 
a much-needed new 
perspective for the new 
year at one of the most 
beautiful locations in 
Northern Michigan.

A registered historic  
site, the Perry Hotel, 
in downtown Petoskey, 
MI, has been a pillar 
of first-class service 
and ambiance for 
more than 120 years. 
Guests enjoy immediate 
access to charming 

shops, local dining, 
and breathtaking views 
of the Little Traverse 
Bay waterfront. Wake 
up to savor a delicious 
hot gourmet breakfast, 
explore the cozy library 
and unwind with a few 
craft beers as you soak 
in the stunning scenery.
Total relaxation in a  
unique historic setting! 

Enjoy top amenities:
• First-class service 
• Panoramic bay views 
•  Luxe dining experiences
• Complimentary Wi-Fi 
• An exclusive gift shop 
• On-site parking

All you need to do is write a short paragraph or two 
on “Why my family needs a weekend getaway!” Whether 
you are staring at the walls, climbing the walls or putting 
up new walls to keep your sanity — tell us your most 
humorous take on why the fam needs a winter break 
from the same old. Extra points for a funny picture!

Capture your story in 75-100 words and include your 
name, address, email address and phone number. Then 
email your contest entry to the Grosse Pointe News at:
media@grossepointenews.com by midnight, February 9, 2026.

The winning entry will receive a two-night stay* for a 
family of four plus $250 toward dining purchases. May the 
stir-craziest family in Grosse Pointe win!
WINNER ANNOUNCED IN-PAPER ON 2/19/26.

Here’s how Grosse Pointe News subscribers can enter:

GROSSE POINTE

SPONSORED 
BY YOUR 

FRIENDS AT:

PERRY HOTEL
A Petoskey Landmark Since 1899

theperryhotel.com

The Cure for Cabin Fever 
Lives in Northern Michigan

01
22
26

* Reservations required. Not valid in July, August or on a holiday. Must be 
redeemed in 2026. Subject to availability. 

©2026 Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. All rights reserved. Member SIPC.
CC8573607 (0424-P6K6) ADP124426A-00 (06/24) SCH15233 (01/26)

Meet the team who 
will help meet your 

01
22

26

CHOICE:
Continued from page 1A

The third annual 
Grosse Pointe History 
Day is 9 to 11 a.m. 
Saturday at University 
Liggett School’s Boll 
Campus Center. Hosted 
by the Grosse Pointe 
Learning Collective, 
admission is open to 
the public. 

To coincide with the 
commemoration of the 

250th anniversary of 
the Declarat ion of 
Independence, National 
History Day’s 2026 con-
t e s t  t h e m e  i s 
Revolution, Reaction 
and Reform in History. 

After selecting a his-
torical topic that relates 
to an annual theme, 
students conduct exten-
sive research using 

l ibrar ies ,  archives , 
museums and oral his-
tory interviews. They 
analyze and interpret 
their findings, draw 
conclusions about their 
topic’s significance in 
history and create final 
projects in one of five 
categories: documen-
tary, exhibit, paper, 
performance or web-

site. 
The winner from each 

project category and 
age division (grades 3 
to 5, 6 to 8 and 9 to 12) 
advances to the region-
als, with winners there 
moving on to Michigan 
H is to ry  Day .  The 
Michigan finalists then 
compete against win-
ners from across the 

country at the National 
History Day finals in 
Washington, D.C., held 
in June.

Students and families 
who might be inter-
ested in participating 
next year are encour-
aged to attend to tour 
the projects.

Anyone interested in 
contributing sponsor-

ship dollars to help 
fund student financial 
awards and defray the 
cost of the event can 
contact Cressie Boggs 
at cboggs@uls.org or 
visit

uls.org/make-a-dona
tion. Select “other” and 
note in the comments 
that it is for Grosse 
Pointe History Day.

Third annual Grosse Pointe History Day is Saturday
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GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Park offi cials had kar-
ma in mind when grant-
ing a portion of Farms 
populous access to the 
Windmill Pointe Park 
swimming facilities next 
summer while the Farms 
pool is closed for recon-
struction.

What goes around 
comes around.

“One day we might 
need that as well,” 
Counci lman Marty 
McMillan said.

Sizeland said Farms 
officials presented the 
idea to administrators in 
the Park and Grosse 
Pointe Woods.

“This is due to the 
planned reconstruction 
of their aquatic facility, 
which will be unavailable 
for the duration of the 
summer,” Nick Sizeland, 
Park manager, said dur-
ing the Feb. 2 council 
meeting.

Farms officials used 
Pier Park attendance 
data to forecast the 
arrangement’s impact on 
sister cities.

“Based on peak usage 

in July of last summer, 
average attendance at 
their large pool was 36 
individuals,” Sizeland 
said. “A maximum of 78 
users (were) recorded 
July 4. Conservatively, 
(Farms offi cials) estimate 
an average of approxi-
mately 16 additional 
users at both our pool 
and the Woods pool at 
any given time, with peak 
usage reaching approxi-
mately 30 users.”

“It’s all about reciproc-
ity,” Councilman Max 
Wiener said.

“Down the road, we 
might be in the same pre-
dicament,” Sizeland said.

Building on good vibes, 
McMillan proposed let-
ting Farms residents 
sponsor six to eight 
guests and allow them 
access to Three Mile 
Park plus movie theaters 
at Windmill Pointe Park.

“We have the space,” 
McMillan said. “When 
you go somewhere where 
there’s a lot of people, it’s 
more fun.”

“These ideas require 
more analysis than we 
can do tonight,” Mayor 
Michele Hodges said.

Discussion ended with 

council members unani-
mously granting pool 
rights. Administrators 
were assigned to study 
r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f 
McMillan’s good juju tac-
tics and reach a fi nding.

In addition to dividing 
Farms residents between 
the Park and Woods, the 
plan has the Farms 
Barracudas municipal 
swim team practice at 
Grosse Pointe South 
High School. The syn-
chronized swim team 
would work at Grosse 
Pointe Shores Osius 
Park.

Under terms approved 
so far, and independent 
of what may be decided 
in the Woods, approxi-
mately half the people 
living in the Farms will 
be permitted to use the 
pool at Windmill.

Entry to the normally 
residents-only park will 
be managed by color-
coded park passes easily 
monitored by gate staff. 
As things stand, no guest 
privileges are included 
for Farms residents.

“We are very apprecia-
tive of the cooperation 
and support from our 
Grosse Pointe neighbors 

and Grosse Pointe Public 
School System as we 
work to upgrade our Pier 
Park aquatic facilities,” 

Grosse Pointe Farms 
City Manager Shane 
Reeside said after the 
Park meeting. “The 

Grosse Pointes have a 
long history of collabora-
tion. That spirit contin-
ues to be evident.”

the ground.
“There wasn’t any insulating 

snow,” Jenny said. “Where you 
have more frost, the heavier 
the ground.”

Frost penetrates a couple 
feet into the ground and shifts 
with temperature changes.

“It’s the weight of that,” 
Jenny said. “When that heaves, 
it heaves everything below it.”

It’s like Newton’s cradle — 
the little desktop novelty in 
which a line of suspended ball 
bearings swing back and forth 
into each other, transferring 
kinetic energy. When a ball 
hits one end of the line, energy 
passes through the row caus-
ing the ball at the other end to 
swing outward.

“If you push, something’s got 
to give,” Jenny said. “If there’s 
nothing there to give, if you 
push on something, it trans-
mits.”

No mains have broken in 
stretches where old, cast-iron 
pipes were replaced during the 
past couple of years with more 
fl exible and durable man-made 
material.

“As cast iron ages, it gets 
more and more brittle,” said 
Councilman Max Wiener, a 
metal lurgical  engineer. 
“Tuberculation (corrosion 
inside pipes) ends up brittling 
the pipes, too, because you 
effectively have a ceramic on 
the inside, which is way more 

susceptible to shifts in the 
ground. That’s one reason old 
pipes are way more likely to 
break. Then as you reduce the 
effective service area, you pres-
surize the pipe more.”

Jenny said it costs $10,000 to 
repair the average broken 
main.

“Unfortunately, there is no 
value added in that,” Wiener 
said. “A repaired pipe can 
break again 10 feet down the 
line. If we can reduce water 
main breaks, that’s real 

money.”
As the city continues replac-

ing older parts of the water net-
work, it is theoretically possible 
that one day breaks will be 
news of the past.

“It’s going to take a while,” 
Wiener said. “We’re putting in 
an average of between $1 (mil-
lion) to $1.5 million per year in 
water mains. We have 40 miles 
to do, so we’re looking at 20 
years. But, there will be an 
infl ection where degradation 
meets improvement.”

BREAKS:
Continued from page 5A

Crews quickly extinguished a fi re that ignited in a fi rst-fl oor wall of a home in 
the 400 block of Neff at 2:15 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 29. Farms and Park offi cers re-
sponded alongside the City and managed to confi ne the fi re to a small area in 
the wall near the home’s furnace. It is believed to have started when a family 
friend sprayed foam insulation around the furnace and likely came in contact 
with something hot.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYTNeff fire

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Park hopes for good juju with pool gesture
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$159 a month lease 
on a Sierra with only 

basically a genius.

Yes sir! $995 down PLUS doc, 
destination, acquistion, plate, title 

fees, 1st payment, rebate tax, 
downment tax and an 

extra $1,500 because you‘re 
not a UAW member

Ugh..
I took a 
PTO day 
for this.

So this 
is what a 
real lease 
looks like

Absolutely 
$0 due at signing.
The price you see 

is the price you pay.
No hidden fees!

LAETHEMLEASE
ABSOLUTELY $0 DUE AT SIGNING
The price you see is the price you pay.

17677 Mack Ave. | Detroit, MI 48224 
laethemgm.com | 313 886-1700

RAY LAETHEM BUICK GMC HUMMER EV

ThE 
GrEaT LEaSE 
ADvENtURE
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Integrity. Heritage. Lifestyle.

2025 Top Producer at Higbie Maxon Agney.

020526

Melissa Singh
melissa@higbiemaxon.com
313-886-3400
313-289-9990
higbiemaxon.com

Jayne Ptolemy, asso-
ciate curator of manu-
scripts at the William L. 
Clements Library on the 
University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor campus, 
loves telling other peo-
ple’s stories — the more 
romantic, the better.

She’ll share the his-
tory of Valentine’s Day, 
as well as heartwarm-
ing ways people’s love 
has endured through 
the centuries, during 
the  Grosse  Pointe 
Artists Association’s 
next Your Old Mansion 
lecture,  “Love and 

Romance in  Ear ly 
America,” at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb. 15, at The 
War Memoria l ,  32 
Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms.

“I fell in love with his-
tory as an undergrad,” 
P t o l e m y  s a i d . 
“Previously, I hated all 
things history. I thought 
it was the most boring 
thing.”

That certainly is no 
longer the case for 
Ptolemy, who earned a 
Ph.D. in history and has 
been processing the 
Clements  Library ’s 
manuscript collections, 
contributing to instruc-
tion and helping con-

nect researchers with 
r i c h  h a n d w r i t t e n 
sources for the last 14 
years.

During her lecture, 
she’ll provide a rich mix 
of Valentine’s Day his-
tory through an exten-
sive PowerPoint while 
“musing on the beauty 
and power of looking at 
the softer moments in 
history,” she said, “the 
stoic leaders who are 
missing their wives and 
sending love notes. 
We’ll look at the beauti-
ful human spirit we see 
in  the  h is tory  o f 
humans.”

She’ll also take a look 
at love’s snarky side.

“The beautiful thing 
about romance is it’s 
everywhere when you 
start looking for it.”

Through the Clements 
collections, Ptolemy 
will share manuscripts, 
maps reflecting on 
romance and fun photo-
graphs of people, “of 
the way people have 
been loving through 
history,” she said. “It 
will be a hodgepodge of 
everything.”

Ptolemy said her lec-
ture is for “anybody 
who is looking for a 
light-hearted, fun, dif-
ferent way of celebrat-
ing Valentine’s Day. 

“I’ll be honest,” she 
added. “I don’t like 
Valentine’s Day. My 
husband and I never 
celebrate it. … I’m not a 
romantic person, but I 
love the history of it, 
the window it opens to 
the past.”

She recommended 
the lecture for people 
who aren’t interested in 
flowers and chocolates 
and sappy celebrations.

“This is a way to come 
a n d  t h i n k  a b o u t 
Valentine’s Day while 
celebrating it in a low-
stakes kind of way,” she 
said. “It’s even for peo-
ple who think history is 
very boring. It can be, 
but it doesn’t have to 
be. There are always 
fun things to find.”

Ptolemy said she’s 
looking forward to 
interacting with those 

who attend the lecture 
and hopes to hear about 
some of their previous 
Valentine’s Day experi-
ences.

“I’m really excited to 
chat with the people 
there and have more 
discussion at the end,” 
she said. “I love this 
kind of history. I’m 
excited to geek out with 

whoever’s in the room.”
Tickets for “Love and 

Romance” are $35 for 
GPAA members, $40 for 
nonmembers, and may 
be purchased online at 
grossepointeartcenter.
org/events.

For more informa-
tion, call (313) 881-3454 
or email gpaa@grosse
pointeartcenter.org.

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

A different way to valentine
GPAA lecture looks at history, 
snarky side of ‘Cupid’s Holiday’

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JAYNE PTOLEMY

“A Map of Hearts: Which is Thine” was created in 
1850, by an artist whose initials were S.P. It was 
drawn in ink and watercolor on stationery with the 
printed view of Oak Hill Seminary lithographed by 
Punderson & Crisand in New Haven, Conn. A note 
in manuscript pencil on its reverse reads, “Map of 
Hearts. Possibly drawn by Sarah Plimpton, younger 
sister of Headmistress Hannah Louisa Plimpton 
Hartwell.”

From the Henry Fiore collection, 1930-1950. This collection contains correspondence and other items related to Lt. Henry Fiore and his wife, Bonnie Irvine 
Fiore. Henry Fiore received letters, greeting cards and other correspondence while serving in the United States Army during World War II, including Bonnie’s 
letters about life in New York City while he was away. Bonnie consistently shared her love for Henry and often kissed her letters, leaving marks with her lipstick.

Nannie N. Linscott kept a pre-printed pocket diary in 1876, while she was a 
young woman living in Jefferson, Maine. Her brief entries describe her musical 
lessons, favorite proverbs, local marriages and deaths and the presents she re-
ceived throughout the year. Tucked in the volume’s back pocket were four re-
wards of merit she likely received at school, tender hand-cut valentines of 
hearts and hands (pictured) and a miniature note from a friend.

Jayne Ptolemy presents 
“Love and Romance” at 
2 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 15, 
at The War Memorial, as 
part of the GPAA’s Your 
Old Mansion series.

Weld-Grinke Valentine No. 2B3.
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In The Village 
16847 Kercheval Avenue • Grosse Pointe

313-882-6880
www.theleagueshop.com

*Full box, same brand, size & style • Through February 28th

20% OFF CANDLES*
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NothingBundtCakes.com
ORDERONLINE!WEDELIVER!

Sun: 10:00am - 3:00pm
Sat: 10:00am - 7:30pm
Mon-Fri: 10:00am - 7:30pm

(313) 435-0437

Grosse Pointe, MI 48230
17012 Kercheval Avenue
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It may have taken 
Gavin Perry a few years 
to launch his electronics 
repair class, Fix It 
Together, but he’s been 
fi xing devices as long as 
he can remember. 
Making repairs came out 
of necessity to the Grosse 
Pointe North High School 
senior.

“I’ve always been 
breaking things,” he said. 
“The earliest I remember 
is in elementary school 
and I’ve broken a lot of 
things since.”

Breaking led to fi xing, 
for which he offers 
instruction and oversight 
during his class.

“The average person, 
with the right tools, can 
do it,” he added. “Making 
repairs is more accessi-
ble than the average per-
son realizes.”

Since October, Perry 
has been sharing his 
repair knowledge twice 
monthly at The War 
Memorial, inviting all 
ages to an open session 
every other Friday.

“I have hundreds of 
dollars of tools and 
devices people can use,” 
he said. “I walk them 
through basic repairs, 
like a laptop battery 
replacement. Or they can 
work on their own, on a 
phone or tablet. … If they 

have a specific device 
they bring in, I can help 
them open it up and fi x 
it.”

Perry got the idea for 
the program his fresh-
man year, when he 
thought about starting a 
repair club at North, “but 
I didn’t know how to exe-
cute that until this sum-
mer,” he said. “Then I 
reached out to different 

places in the community 
and The War Memorial 
was the fi rst to offer sup-
port.”

He thanked the institu-
tion, as well as its com-
munity engagement 
coordinator, Kalik Jones, 
for the opportunity.

The workshop, free to 
all participants, includes 
guided repairs, as well as 
“open tinkering.”

“Whether you have an 
older phone with a 
cracked screen, a laptop 
with battery issues or just 
want to learn how devices 
work, this is the place to 
do it,” reads a promotion 
by The War Memorial. 

“Sometimes it’s not all 
done in one session,” 
Perry noted, providing a 
recent example of some-
one’s Wii system, which 
required a part to be 
ordered before it could 
be repaired. But Perry 
helped the participant 
remove the Wii’s screen, 
figure out what part to 
order and helped place 
the order before working 
together to fi x the device 
during a return visit.

“I encourage people to 
work with each other, 
too,” he added, “to see 
what they can get done 
with whatever is avail-
able.”

What Perry has avail-
able, in addition to tools, 
are several Chromebooks 
he collected from his 
robotics team, as well as 
many donated tablets.

“Some are broken, 
some not,” he said. “It 
doesn’t make a differ-
ence as long as they go 
back into one piece. 

“I’m giving people the 
experience of exploring 
devices’ insides, ordering 
parts,” he added. “It’s a 
valuable skill. … I’ve 
never seen anything like 

this in terms of teaching 
repair. At this point, 
you’d have to learn on 
your own or you can 
watch a YouTube video. 
But the more stuff you 
open and get inside of, 
the easier it gets.”

While Perry provides 
guided instruction on 
common fixes — think 
phone screen swaps, bat-
tery replacements and 
basic laptop repairs — he 
also provides hands-on 
practice for people who 
just want to learn. Open 
tinkering allows partici-
pants to work on their 
own devices, explore 
new techniques or col-

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Student becomes teacher of hands-on electronics repair

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GAVIN PERRY

Instructor Gavin Perry works on a laptop with two 
of his younger students.

All ages are welcome to pick up a repair skill or two during Fix It Together.

See REPAIR, page 8B

Grosse Pointe Theatre 
will hold open auditions 
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Feb 22, at 315 
Fisher, City of Grosse 
Pointe, for its upcoming 
13th annual Take Ten: 
T e n - M i n u t e  P l a y 
Festival, which will be 
held in early May. 

Diverse actors of vari-
ous ages are needed to 
fi ll more than 25 roles in 
10 original 10-minute 
plays. Both new and 
experienced actors are 
welcome to audition. 

This is an opportunity 
to be part of the magic of 
live theater and work 
with a dedicated team to 
present a captivating 
theater experience for 
participants and patrons 
a l ike .  Par t ic ipants 
should have a desire to 
learn, be convincing in 
their portrayal and be 

willing to work cre-
atively as a team to pro-
duce a believable story 
— in 10 minutes.

Rehearsals will begin 
in late February and con-
tinue through the 2026 
festival, which will take 
place May 1 to 3, at St. 
Michael’s Episcopal 
Church in Grosse Pointe 
Woods. Rehearsal sched-
ules will be determined 
by each play’s director. 
Performance dates will 
be 7 p.m. Friday, May 1; 
7 p.m. Saturday, May 2; 
and 2 p.m. Sunday, May 
3. Actors must be avail-
able for most rehearsals, 
all of tech week and all 
three performances.

Visit gpt.org for more 
information and to sub-
mit the pre-audition reg-
istration form.

Email questions to 
playfestival@gpt.org.

Grosse Pointe Theatre’s 
Ten-Minute Play Festival 
auditions Sunday, Feb. 22

The League of Women 
Voters of Grosse Pointe 
has posted a video on its 
YouTube channel: “Know 
What You Sign.” This is 
an educational video to 
help community mem-
bers better understand 
the petitions currently 
circulating throughout 
Michigan that could go 
before voters in 2026. 

Petitions provide citi-

zens the opportunity to 
bring issues to the ballot 
for all voters to decide. 
However, what is written 
on petitions — and what 
is said about them — can 
sometimes be unclear, 
misleading or confusing. 
This program will pro-
vide the language on all 
petitions currently circu-
lating. It is important to 
fully understand what 

the proposed ballot ini-
tiatives would do if ulti-
mately approved by vot-
ers.

“Signing a petition is 
not just adding your 
name; it’s taking the fi rst 
step toward putting a 
proposal before all 
Michigan voters,” League 
President Lynne Pierce 
said. “It is important to 
understand exactly what 

a petition means and how 
it may affect you and 
your community.”

Access the video on the 
League’s YouTube chan-
nel by going to its web-
site, lwvgrossepointe.
org.

For more information, 
contact the League of 
Women Voters of Grosse 
Pointe at lwvgrosse
pointe@gmail.com.

LWV offers ‘Know What You Sign’: 
Understanding petitions in Michigan

Concert
The Planet D Nonet 

performs a trio of con-
certs Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday, Feb. 5 to 7, 
at Dirty Dog Jazz Cafe, 
97 Kercheval, Grosse 
Pointe Farms. Visit dirty
dogjazz.com for tickets.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers a variety of classes 
and programs. Beginning 
Jan. 1, 2026, membership 
in The Helm is waived for 
people living in Harper 
Woods, the City of Grosse 
Pointe, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, Grosse Pointe 
Park and Grosse Pointe 

Woods. Residents of non-
senior service millage 
communities must pay a 
$180 per household 
membership fee to The 
Helm to use its services 
and participate in pro-
gramming. For more 
information, call (313) 
882-9600.

◆ New to Medicare, 
6:30 to 8 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 5, with facilitator 
Tony Altovilla.

◆ The movie “Love is in 
the Air” is shown at noon 
Friday, Feb. 6. Cost is $4 
and includes snacks.

◆ Valentine’s Trivia 
Party, noon to 1:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 11. 
Cost is $20.

◆ The movie “Our 

Souls at Night” is shown 
at 4:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 12. Cost is $4 and 
includes snacks.

◆  Premier World 
Discovery presents 
“ L a n d s c a p e s  & 
Lighthouses of Coastal 
Maine” and “National 
Parks & Canyons of the 
Southwest,” 1 to 2 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 19.

◆ The movie “The 
Beautiful Fantastic” is 
shown at noon Friday, 
Feb. 20. Cost is $4 and 
includes snacks.

◆ Coffee and Pastries 
with Sen. Hertel, 10 to 11 
a.m. Friday, Feb. 27.

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a 
variety of programs. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.

◆ The True and Live 
History of Techno Music, 
6 to 8 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 5, at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Colonialist Richard 
Cranch, 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 5, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Beginning CAD 
Modeling, 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 9, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Meet Up & Make, 
4:30 to 5:30 p.m. Monday, 
Feb. 9, at Central, 10 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

◆ Storytime Shuffle 
with Miss Mo, 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
10, at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 

AREA ACTIVITIES

See EVENTS, page 8B
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By Grosse Pointe News Staff

Mental health is increasingly front and center in the 
news and in public discussion. The stigma once assigned 
to mental health issues has largely dissipated and many 
people now recognize that mental health should be just 
as big a priority as physical health.

Seniors may not have come of age in a world where 
mental health was prioritized and, due to that, aging 
men and women may not even recognize when they are 
suffering emotionally and what they can do about it.   

The number of seniors with mental health disorders is 
expected to double by 2030, according to a recent report. 
Some of that increase could be due to lack of treatment, 
as the American Hospital Association notes — two-thirds 
of seniors with mental health issues will not receive 
necessary treatment for their conditions. Recognition 
and attention are steps in the right direction. 

Seniors might consider the following strategies 
to safeguard their mental and emotional well-being. 
Awareness is vital to enjoying the golden years with 
more peace and satisfaction.

Recognize your vulnerability
Older adults are uniquely vulnerable to potential 

emotional issues because mental health is shaped by 
numerous compounding variables, including refl ection 
on earlier life experiences. In the busyness of mid-life, 
a lot of events with deep emotional impact get sidelined 
for the sake of tending to the day-to-day world of 
work and raising a family. In later years, there is more 
looking back through wiser eyes and the opportunity to 
revisit the good and the bad over a life lived, going back 
even to childhood. Memories surface to be pondered 
and examined. Rumination can make one feel more 
emotionally vulnerable.

 The physical aspect of growing older also often can 
create a decrease in some functional ability — you simply 
can’t do all the things you used to enjoy, or at least need 
more rest — and that can cause levels of psychological 
distress. Sleep/wake cycles can change as you age, 
lifelong lifestyle patterns are disrupted or different and all 
these things can have an unexpected emotional impact.

Seniors also are more likely than others to experience 
increasing losses — of loved ones and aging friends. 
Retirement can trigger a loss of purpose. Maybe there is 
a move to downsize a residence and reluctantly saying 
goodbye to a lifetime of memories. These are major life 
changes that rightly would affect anyone facing them. 

Recognition of the emotional vulnerability of aging 
may be enough to compel seniors to seek advice and 
assistance on how to navigate the next chapter with 
adaptablity and strength.

Local Licensed Professional Counselor Laura 
Smigielski suggests people reach out to determine 
what type of help may best suit their needs. 

“Use your mental health benefi ts,” she advises. 
“Meet with a counselor who can determine the level 
of anxiety and/or depression you are experiencing and 
offer coping skills and other therapeutic interventions,”  
she adds. 

The road to feeling better often can start with just a 
phone call.

Take time out if you’re a caregiver
Many older adults serve as caregivers for spouses  

or relatives with chronic health conditions, including 

dementia. The Alzheimer’s Association reports that 
studies have found that 70 percent of caregivers report 
feeling stress related to coordination of care, while two 
in three caregivers have diffi culty fi nding resources and 
support for their needs. It’s emotionally and physically 
stressful. Seniors who have taken on caregiving duties 
for a loved one must protect their own mental health by 
taking time out to care for themselves as well. 

Work with family members or professionals to share 
responsibilities when caring for a loved one. In-home or 
visiting caregivers, as well as local government agencies, 
can be a great resource. Remember, your health and 
well-being are just as important as that of the family 
member in need of constant care.

Make a concerted effort to socialize 
A 2025 report from the World Health Organization  

indicated that roughly one-fourth of all older adults 
are affected by social isolation and loneliness. Social 
connection can signifi cantly improve mental health 
and provide a sense of life satisfaction while improving 
quality of life. Seniors are urged to prioritize interaction, 
socialization, friends and hobbies.

Many community-based groups, including government 
offi ces, run programs designed specifi cally to facilitate 
socialization among older residents. 

Most of the Grosse Pointes and Harper Woods have 
access to an Active Adult Commission dedicated to 
providing activities and services to older residents. 
Grosse Pointe Woods has senior programs through its 
Parks and Recreation branch, offering transportation 
services as well as activities like exercise classes and 
“Lunch and a Movie” for mingling.  

The Helm at the Boll Life Center, in Grosse Pointe 
Farms, has a full program of social activities, classes, 
health screenings and more to make the lives of Grosse 
Pointe and Harper Woods seniors full and enjoyable. 
Take advantage of such programs whenever possible. 
For more information, call:

• Grosse Pointe Woods senior services (313) 343-2408
• The Helm, Grosse Pointe Farms (313) 882-9600 

Seniors living alone also may want to consider
relocating to communities exclusive to people age 55 and 
over, as such developments typically offer an array of 
socialization opportunities to residents.

Sharing this time of life with others can be a safeguard 
against mental and emotional stress, as well as an 
opportunity for more joy and deeper meaning in life.

The important thing is to make the changes needed to 
improve your well-being. If you are feeling impacted, ask 
your physician for a reference to a licensed therapist or 
counselor. Help is waiting.

Seniors: Time to guard your mental health

Not everyone will experience dementia 
in their lifetime, but it helps to watch for and 
prevent any of the contributors to this disease 
affecting the mind. Dementia is an umbrella 
term used to refer to various illnesses, including 
Alzheimer’s disease. Dementia is a sinister 
illness that slowly steals away memories, 
cognitive function and even personality. 
Although risk factors like age cannot be avoided, 
there are some controllable risk factors for 
Alzheimer’s. Be proactive.

High blood pressure
High blood pressure, also known as 

hypertension, is a signifi cant risk factor for 
dementia. High blood pressure can damage 
the small blood vessels in the brain, leading 
to reduced blood fl ow and oxygen deprivation. 
Hypertension also may trigger brain 
infl ammation, which can contribute to cell 
damage and cognitive decline.

Diabetes
Research indicates that type 2 diabetes 

increases a person’s risk of developing dementia 
and is dependent on the length of time someone 
has diabetes and how severe it is, says the 
Alzheimer’s Society. Diabetes, like hypertension, 
can cause damage to blood vessels feeding 
nutrients and oxygen to the brain.

Smoking
One study indicated overall former/active 

smoking is related to a signifi cantly increased 
risk for Alzheimer’s disease because of the 
related cerebral oxidative stress that facilitates 
Alzheimer’s disease formation.

Head trauma
The Alzheimer’s Association reports there 

appears to be a link between Alzheimer’s and 
serious head trauma, especially when an injury 
causes loss of consciousness. Taking steps to 
avoid head injury may be a preventive step 
against Alzheimer’s.

Alcohol
Regular heavy drinking can increase the 

chances of developing Alzheimer’s disease by 
300 percent. Studies are complex and ongoing.

Managing serious illnesses and modifying 
lifestyle choices may help keep Alzheimer’s 
disease at bay. 

Protect your mind 
from dementia and 
Alzheimer’s disease

happiness! happiness!

Scan the QR 
Code above 
to make an 

appointment

Laura Smigielski Feeling Stuck?
Call

(313) 484-2725
In person or online

•Anxiety

•Loneliness

•Depression

Licensed Professional
Counselor

25 years experience
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Starr Concierge is a personal lifestyle management service for individuals who 
value �me, discre�on, and peace of mind. A Grosse Pointe-based business 

designed to make life easier, calmer, and more enjoyable. 

Home Management
Organiza�on • Moving • Vendor Coordina�on • Home Oversight • Seasonal Décor

Tech Support 

Personal Services
Errands • Scheduling • Shopping & Returns • Travel & Dining • Event Planning 

StarrConcierge.com
Contact for a free consulta�on:

kathyastarr@gmail.com | 313.850.7903

HELPING BUSY INDIVIDUALS SIMPLIFY LIFE
Kathy Starr
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W
e all 
know 
t h e 
story 
o f 
“ T h e 

Three Little Pigs.” Three 
pigs prepare to make 
their way in the world. 
The first pig builds a 
house of straw; the sec-
ond pig builds a house of 
sticks; the third, a house 
of bricks. 

A local wolf wants pig 
for dinner, goes to house 
of straw, blows it to 
smithereens. Pig No. 1 
escapes; seeks refuge in 
house of sticks. Wolf 
goes to house of sticks, 
blows it down. Pig No. 1 
and Pig No. 2 hightail it 
to house of bricks. Wolf 
goes to house of bricks. 
Blows. And blows. And 
blows. No luck. 

Wolf climbs up to roof 
and lowers himself into 
chimney. Pigs build fi re 
in fi replace. Wolf slides 
into fi re and dies. Pigs 

celebrate.
Short and sweet.
What if this story were 

reported on this eve-
ning’s 6 o’clock news?

At noon, the promos 
and teasers would begin: 
“Breaking news: Wolf 
destroys suburban straw 
h o u s e .  P i g - o w n e r 
escapes. Tune in at 6 for 
the whole story.”

At 2:30: “Breaking 
news: Serial house 
destroyer strikes again. 
Local wolf is suspect. 
Hear what pig victims 
say about wolf. Details 
at 6.”

At 5:55: “Wolf leaps 
into inferno after week-
long rampage of local 
pig homes. What can 
you do to keep your 
home safe? Full story at 
6.”

At 6 p.m., we get 30 
seconds of fl ashing red 
l e t t e r s  tha t  spe l l 
“ B r e a k i n g  N e w s , ” 
bouncy canned music 
from a full orchestra and 

a slow-scrolling teaser: 
“Local wolf foiled by 
small, quick-thinking 
pigs.” The TV screen is 
then swept with red, 
w h i t e  a n d  b l u e 
swooshes, various tex-
tures, hyper-jazzy geo-
metric fi gures and ever 
more frantic music.

Commercial for a local 
personal injury attorney 
that everybody in the 
area has seen at least 
500 times in the last six 
months.

A long shot of a TV 
newsroom. Three people 
are waiting at three dif-
ferent places with micro-
phones, ready to tell all.

Zoom to a close-up of 
Jerry, handsome, young-
ish, square-jawed man 
with perfectly spaced 
white teeth and eyes 
with crinkles at the outer 
corners.

“We have breaking 
news on the city’s near 
east side,” he says. 
“Three pig brothers are 

thankful today that a 
wood-burning fi replace 
and a sturdy brick house 
made the difference 
between life and death. 
Reporter Barb Bugle is 
live at the scene. What’s 
the story, Barb?”

Barb stands on the 
front lawn of a perfectly 
groomed brick colonial 
in the suburbs. Camera 
sweeps up and down the 
narrow street in the 
quiet neighborhood. 
Mature trees arch over 
the pavement. Lawns are 
trimmed. A dog barks in 
the background.

Camera returns to 
Barb. She clutches a 
microphone bearing a 
large cube: Channel 9. 
It’s raining. She steadies 
a wobbly, oversized 
black umbrella in her 
other hand. The wind is 
whipping her shoulder-
length hair across her 
face. She tosses her head 
and plucks wet clumps 
of hair from her eye-
lashes. One strand clings 
to her super-moist bright 
red lips. She’s slightly 
out of breath.

“Three pig brothers 

are breathing sighs of 
relief and praising bricks 
tonight, Jerry. They were 
the unwitting victims of 
a lone wolf — a 300-
pound wild animal who 
had been stalking them 
for several weeks — a 
wolf who tried to blow 
this brick house down.” 
She turns to face the 
house. 

“At approximately 5 
p.m., when the wolf real-
ized he could not destroy 
this home by huffi ng and 
puffing, he apparently 
climbed up to the roof 
and slid down the chim-
ney.” Barb stares, wide-
eyed, into the camera. 
“What he found at the 
bottom of the chimney, 
Jerry, was a raging fi re.

“The wolf was trans-
por ted  to  Hacker 
Hospital by ambulance. 
H i s  c o n d i t i o n  i s 
unknown. No charges 
have been fi led against 
either the pigs or the 
wolf, but authorities are 
investigating the wolf’s 
police record. Channel 9 
learned f rom two 
unnamed sources that he 
has been accused of 
stalking other pigs. A 
preliminary investiga-
tion showed that the 
brothers of the owner of 
the brick house had 
taken out a restraining 
order on the wolf.” Barb 
swipes her hair aside 
and re-balances her 
umbrella. “Hear what 

our reporters learned 
about lone wolves.”

Jerry makes a sympa-
thetic sound and leads 
into an earlier, filmed 
interview. Barb is squat-
ting on her heels on the 
porch of the brick house, 
nose to snout with a 
small pig. She tips the 
microphone back and 
forth as she questions 
him and waits for 
answers: “How do you 
feel about killing a wolf?

The pig is clearly rat-
tled. His lips quiver, his 
voice is muffl ed and he 
waves his tiny forefeet 
back and forth. “This 
wolf has been stalking 
me — and my two broth-
ers — since July,” he 
says. “He destroyed 
their houses and he was 
trying to break into my 
house. We had to do 
something to protect 
ourselves. It was self-
defense.”

Barb stands up and 
faces the camera. “More 
after the break,” she 
says. “Find out if charges 
will be fi led and if so, by 
whom, against whom. 
Back to you Jerry.”

Finally: Seven com-
mercials: two for per-
sonal injury lawyers, 
one for replacement 
windows, three for new 
medications with unpro-
nounceable names and 
one for several new pro-
grams to be aired soon 
on Channel 9.

By Margie Reins SmithBy Margie Reins Smith

Sec     nd Time Around

‘The Three Little Pigs’

Fostering a sense of community and 
understanding is the impetus for the 
quarterly Cultural Exploration series 
at The Helm. This quarter, the focus is 
Poland.

Several events coming up at The 
Helm focus on Polish culture, begin-
ning with a luncheon 
featuring Polish cuisine, 
music and dancing. The 
luncheon, noon to 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 25, is 
free to members, but 
space  i s  l imi ted . 
Registration is required 
at helmlife.org or by call-
ing (313) 882-9600.

In March, guests will 
spend a day learning 
about Hamtramck his-
tory. In 1970, 90 percent of 
Hamtramck’s population was of Polish 
descent. This program includes tours 
of iconic Hamtramck attractions with 
a professional guide; visits to St. 
Albertus and St. Florian churches, the 
Hamtramck History Museum, Polish 
Art Center and Srodek’s; a meal at 
Polish Village Café and a stop for pac-
zki at New Palace Bakery. 

The tour takes place 9:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Wednesday, March 18. Cost is 
$122 per person, which includes the 
motorcoach, tour guide, lunch and 
dessert. Call (313) 649-2109 for more 
information and to make a reserva-
tion.

The Friday Matinee Movies at The 
Helm in March also focus on Poland. 
First up is “No Pressure” on Friday, 

March 6. This movie, with English sub-
titles, follows a big-city chef who 
returns to her rural hometown to save 
her grandmother’s farm. 

On Friday, March 20, “Ladies in 
Lavender” tells the story of two sisters 
who discover a young Polish violinist 

near death on the beach 
by their home. 

Both movies begin at 
noon and include snacks. 
The cost is $4 per per-
son, per matinee, and 
registration is required. 
Register at helmlife.org 
or call (313) 882-9600.

“Lifelong learning is 
well-documented as a 
way to keep the mind 
active as we age,” The 

Helm Executive Director Krista Siddall 
said. “Trying different foods, listening 
and dancing to different music, just 
makes the learning more fun and 
enjoyable. We hope that through our 
culture series at The Helm, we expose 
people to new, exciting and different 
ideas.”

Previous “explorations” have 
included India, China and Latin 
America.

The Helm Cultural Exploration 
Series is funded through the Drs. 
Sharada “Ingrid” and Ashok Sarnaik 
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam Endowment 
Fund, created for The Helm to educate 
and inform the community about vari-
ous cultures, as well as explore and 
celebrate differences and shared 
humanity.

‘Journey’ to Poland with The Helm

T h e  E a s t s i d e 
Republican Club will host 
James David Dickson at 
its next forum Tuesday, 
Feb. 17, at The War 
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

Dickson is an indepen-
dent journalist, podcast 
host and regular contribu-
tor to the media site, 
Michigan Enjoyer. From 
2012 to 2022, he contrib-
uted to The Detroit News, 
then was managing editor 
of the Michigan Capitol 
Confi dential, a daily news 
site of the Mackinac 
Center for Public Policy.

“James David Dickson 
is an ERC favorite,” said 
Renee Strobl, Eastside 

Republican Club chair. 
“He has a compelling way 
of presenting the facts of 
the statewide political 
milieu.”

Dickson will discuss the 
Democratic gubernatorial 
opposition, particularly 

Mike Duggan, who has 
chosen to run as an 
Independent. In addition 
to Duggan, the Republican 
gubernatorial nominee 
from the August Primary 
most likely will be run-
ning against Joceyln 
Benson, a Democratic 
favorite who is term lim-
ited as Secretary of State. 

Doors to the forum 
open at 7 p.m. All are wel-
come. A $5 donation is 
suggested for nonmem-
bers.

Visit the Eastside 
Republican Club at east
siderepublican.club, 
Facebook.com/Eastside-
Republ icanClub or 
EastsideGOP on X.

Eastside Republican Club 
to host James David Dickson

James David Dickson

MEMORY CARE | SHORT-TERM STAYS

Join Our Memory 
Care Support Group

You’re invited to a monthly meeting where you can gather in 
our community with others who have a loved one living with 

Alzheimer’s, dementia, or another form of memory loss.

Sunrise on Vernier
1850 Vernier Road, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

Call 313-643-5845 to learn more and
ask about our next meeting.

V E R N I E R GROSSE POINTE WOODS

SunriseVernier.com SunriseGrossePointeWoods.com

020526
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The Helm at the Boll Life 
Center, 158 Ridge, Grosse 
Pointe Farms, offers a variety 
of ongoing classes and pro-
grams for seniors in the Grosse 
Pointes and Harper Woods. 

Beginning Jan. 1, member-
ship in The Helm is waived for 
people living in Harper Woods, 
the City of Grosse Pointe, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, Grosse 
Pointe Park and Grosse Pointe 
Woods. Residents of non-
senior service millage commu-
nities must pay a $180 per 
household membership fee to 
The Helm to use its services 
and participate in program-
ming. 

For more information or to 
register for the following pro-
grams, call (313) 882-9600.

◆ Yoga, 9 to 10 a.m. Mondays 
with Carol Guither; 9 to 10 a.m. 
Wednesdays with Darlene 
Lovelace; and 9 to 10 a.m. 

Fridays with Jessica Kodanko. 
Cost is $8 per class.

◆ Chair Yoga, 10:15 to 11:15 
a.m. Mondays and Wednesdays 
with Carol Guither; and 10:15 
to 11:15 a.m. Fridays with 
Jessica Kodanko. Cost is $8 per 
class.

◆ Active Fit, 10:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Mondays and Wednesdays 
with Stacey Panduren. Cost is 
$8 per class.

◆ Enhance Fitness, 11:45 
a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Mondays 
and Wednesdays with Paul 
Clark; and 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays with 
Rosa Hunter.

◆ Tai Chi Beginner Class, 9 
to 10 a.m. Thursdays with 
Susan Smith. Cost is $8 per 
class.

◆ Continuing Tai Chi, 9 to 10 
a.m. Tuesdays with Susan 
Smith. Cost is $8 per class.

◆ Strength and Balance, 

11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays with 
Erika Page. Cost is $8 per class.

◆ Guided Meditation, 1 to 2 
p.m. Thursdays with Jonathan 
Itchon. Cost is $8 per class.

◆ Restorative Yoga, 5:30 to 
6:30 p.m. Thursdays, Feb. 5 
and 19, and March 5 and 19, 
with Allie Short. Cost is $8 per 
class.

◆ Fitness center, 9 a.m. to 
4 : 3 0  p . m .  M o n d a y s , 
Wednesdays and Fridays; and 
9 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays.

◆ Electronic Device Tutoring, 
noon to 3 p.m. the first and 
third Fridays of each month.

◆ Conversational French for 
Beginners, 9:30 to 11 a.m. 
Tuesdays and noon to 1:30 
p.m. Fridays, beginning Jan. 
20.

◆ Conversational French for 
Intermediates, 11:30 a.m. to 1 

p.m. Tuesdays and 1:30 to 3 
p.m. Fridays, beginning Jan. 
20.

◆ Young Onset Parkinson’s 
Support Group, 4:45 to 6:15 
p.m. the second Monday of 
each month, with facilitator 
Angela Ferrara.

◆ Low Vision Support Group, 
10 to 11:30 a.m. the third 
Monday of each month.

◆ Blood Pressure Screening, 
9:30 to 10:15 a.m. the third 
Thursday of each month with 
Mary Jo Fresard of Sunrise 
Senior Living.

◆ Alzheimer’s Caregivers 
Support Group, 5 to 6:30 p.m. 
the third Thursday of each 
month, with Carolyn Van Dorn 
of Nursing Unlimited.

◆ Living On, hosted by 
Hospice of Michigan, 10 to 11 
a.m. the fi rst and third Fridays 
of the month.

◆ Share for Dementia, by 

appointment only, with care 
consultants LaTonya Connally 
and Deb Sloss.

◆ Canasta, noon to 4 p.m. 
Mondays.

◆ Wise Guys Conversation 
Group, 9 to 10 a.m. Mondays.

◆ Texas Hold ‘em Poker, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesdays.

◆ Knitting for Charity, 1 to 3 
p.m. Tuesdays.

◆ Pinochle Club, 1:30 to 3:30 
p.m. Tuesdays.

◆ Crafting for Charity, 9:30 
to 11:30 a.m. Wednesdays.

◆ Mahjong Club, 1 to 4 p.m. 
Wednesdays.

◆ Bingo and Treats, 10 to 11 
a.m. Thursdays.

◆ Ping-Pong Group, 3 to 5 
p.m. Fridays.

◆ New Games at The Helm, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays; and 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.

Ongoing programs, activities offered at The Helm

Hot on the tails of his 
2025 debut, “Cars and 
C o c k t a i l s , ”  D e a n 
Champane has popped 
the cork on a follow-up 
recipe book, this time 
celebrating nonalcoholic, 
or NA, beverages.

“I’ve been in this busi-
ness a long time,” said 
Champane, a consultant 
with Great Lakes Wine & 
Spirits. “Five years ago, if 
you would have told me 
you were into NA, I 
wouldn’t have believed it. 
But now, it’s really gain-
ing some traction.

“The last fi ve years, the 
country’s been going 
through a generational 
change,” he continued. 
“Baby boomers are a 
powerful monetary force, 
but their numbers are 
shrinking. Millennials 
are fi lling that gap, but 
they have different living 
habits, different eating 
habits, different drinking 
habits. … Many have 
decided they don’t need 
alcohol in their life. It’s 
not as prevalent. They 
gravitate toward fruit 
juices and ‘machtails.’  
That has led to an 
expanded NA beverage 
category.”

Just before Christmas, 
Champane released his 
latest book, “Machtails 
Zero Proof: An Alcohol 
Free Recipe Book.” 
Though Dry January may 
be over, there’s never a 
bad time to take a break 
from the hard stuff.

“Dry January isn’t 
about restriction,” the 
City of Grosse Pointe res-
ident said. “It’s about dis-
covery — discovering 
that great taste, great 
moments and great cele-
brations don’t require 
alcohol.”

The proof is in his 
book, which blends cre-
ativity, American spirit 

and elevated flavor. 
Champane has done his 
research and he shares it 
in this book, which spans 
beyond machtails — 
“which is how we spell it 
and what we call nonal-
coholic cocktails,” he 
writes in the book, “orig-
inated by our team right 
here in Detroit, the Motor 
City.”

He presents a history 
of machtails, which date 
back to the 1880s in the 
United States, when the 
temperance movement 
attempted to discourage 
the use of spiritous 
liquors.

During Prohibition, 

which banned alcohol, 
bartenders got creative to 
stay in business.

“That’s where ‘near 
beer’  came from,” 
Champane said. “Those 
were beverages that 
tasted like beer without 
the alcohol.”

After Prohibition, he 
cont inued,  a lcohol 
regained popularity, but 
NA beverages were 
maintained. 

“In the 1990s, they 
started exploding again,” 
he said. “In the 2000s and 
during COVID, the mil-
lennials, Gen Z and 
Alpha  genera t ions 
s tarted gravi tat ing 

toward NA.”
The NA movement, 

Champane said, led to 
the start of Dry January, 
which originated in 
England with the goal of 
starting the new year 
focused on wellness. 
Now, “sober-curious” 
folks have instituted Dry 
February, Dry July, 
Damp September and 
Sober October, many of 
which started in Australia 
and caught on in the U.S.

The trend has trans-
formed the NA beverage 
market into a high-
growth sector, Champane 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

New release celebrates non-alcoholic living
‘Machtails Zero Proof’ includes 100+ nonalcoholic drink recipes

See BOOK, page 7B
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OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

20705 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

(313) 884-5500

A neighborhood funeral home with longstanding roots in the 
community, A.H. Peters Funeral Home has served the community 

for over a century. It has been our honor to guide families through 
one of the most diffi cult moments in life. Our experienced and 

compassionate team will walk you through
the process and handle every detail.

Ser ving The Com munity Since 1917

Tim Harris
GENERAL MANAGER

 John Campbell
MANAGER
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Jane Ann Bicsak

Jane Ann Bicsak, 80, 
of Franklin, Tenn., 
passed away peacefully 
Saturday, Jan. 17, 2026, 
at Alive Hospice in 
Nashville, Tenn.

Jane was born June 
23, 1945, in Detroit, to 
Frank A. and Kathleen 
Noah Thorn, both now 
deceased. She was a 
devoted member of Holy 
Family Catholic Church; 
her faith was an impor-
tant and steady presence 
throughout her life.

Jane was known for 
her vibrant spirit and the 
deep connections she 
formed with others. She 
had a vast and treasured 
network of friends, 
including her tennis 
friends, lifelong neigh-
borhood friends and her 
cherished “Birthday 
Group.” Jane affection-
ately referred to all 
those she loved as her 
“Loveys,” a term that 
perfectly reflected her 
warmth, kindness and 
inclusive heart.

She was a devoted 
educator and taught at 
Monteith Elementary 
School in Grosse Pointe 
Woods, where she left a 
lasting impression on 
count less  s tudents 
through her dedication, 
encouragement and 
genuine care. Jane’s 
inf luence extended 
beyond the classroom; 
she also volunteered at 
various schools in 
Brentwood, Tenn., while 
her boys attended, serv-
ing as a committed and 
supportive parent volun-
teer. She eventually 
worked as a bookkeeper 
and librarian at Trinity 
Elementary School in 
Franklin, Tenn., and was 
equally admired by her 
coworkers and students 
who valued her devo-
tion, generosity and 
friendship.

An avid walker, Jane 
rarely was still. She 
faithfully walked four 
miles a day and was 
well-known in her neigh-
borhood as the “fast 
walker,” always moving 
wi th  purpose  and 
energy.

Jane will be remem-
bered by all who knew 
her for her boundless 
love, strong faith, devo-
tion to education and 
children and the many 
l ives  she  touched 
through friendship, ser-
vice and kindness. Her 
legacy lives on in the 
hearts of her family, 

f r i e n d s ,  s t u d e n t s , 
coworkers and all of her 
“Loveys.”

Jane was predeceased 
by her parents; brothers, 
Chuck Thorn and Frank 
Thorn; and sister, Sally 
McIntosh.

Those left to cherish 
Jane’s memory are her 
loving husband of 55 
years, Robert “Bob” 
Bicsak; sons,  Matt 
Bicsak and Chris Bicsak; 
beloved daughters-in-
law, Mandy Bicsak and 
Colleen Bicsak; twin sis-
ter, Joan Garvey; sister, 
Mary Thorn; grandchil-
dren, Grace Bicsak, 
Lauren Bicsak, Felicity 
Bicsak and Gentry 
Bicsak; and several 
nieces, nephews and 
extended family mem-
bers.

A prayer service was 
held Saturday, Jan. 31, 
at Holy Family Catholic 
Church in Brentwood, 
Tenn., with the Rev. Joe 
McMahon offi ciating. 

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations 
may be made to the 
Alzheimer’s Association, 
225 N. Michigan, Floor 
17, Chicago, IL 60601, 
bit.ly/499UaEZ.

A r r a n g e m e n t s 
entrusted to Williamson 
Memorial Funeral Home 
a n d  H o l y  F a m i l y 
Catholic Church.

Paul Edwin 
Krysinski

Paul Edwin Krysinski, 
71, of Grosse Pointe 
Woods, passed away 
peacefully Sunday, June 
29, 2025, due to natural 
causes. He was sur-
rounded by his dogs, 
Lippy and Saddle, and 
longtime companion, 
Lisa.

Paul was the fi rst born 
son of Virginia (nee 
Zuchowski) and Edwin 
Krysinski, both now 
deceased. He began his 
career as a commercial 
construction project 
manager for Perini Corp. 
Later, he was a contrac-
tor for his own Axis 
Construction. 

Over the years, his 
home was a sanctu-
ary for many beloved 
dogs he spoiled like 
grandkids. Paul enjoyed 
muscle cars, fl y-fi shing, 
golfi ng, sailing, watching 
local professional sports 
and the University of 
Michigan Wolverines. 
He was a dedicated, big-
hearted friend to many 
from years recent and 

long past. Paul never 
shied from a hard day’s 
labor. Yet over time, 
life’s inevitable hard-
ships proved arduous 
given Paul’s fi erce inde-
pendence. He faced his 
cross to bear with all the 
strength and courage he 
could muster. 

Paul is survived by his 
brothers, Mark Krysinski 
(Susan)  and  Je f f 
Krysinski (Jane); sister, 
Margaret Fitzgerald 
(Brian); and nieces and 
nephews, Tina, Charlie, 
Peter, Erin, Kate and Ian. 
Paul is greatly missed by 
those who knew, under-
stood and loved him. 

He would have liked to 
bid a fond farewell to 
many more individuals, 
including fi rst and sec-
ond cousins and their 
spouses,  whom he 
adored and who laughed 
at his jokes, appreciated 
his big heart and enjoyed 
his homemade kielbasa. 

Memorial donations 
may be made to Michigan 
Humane, 2937 E. Grand 
Blvd., Ste. 800, Detroit, 
MI 48202, bit.ly/4ajDxbx.

Cynthia Kmetz 
Campbell

C y n t h i a  K m e t z 
Campbell, 68, of Grosse 
Pointe Park and St. Clair 
Shores, passed away 
comfortably with her 
immediate family pres-
ent Sunday, Jan. 11, 
2026.

Cynthia was born in 
Detroit to Edward and 
Dolores Kmetz. She was 
the beloved wife of 43 
years to James D. 
Campbell; loving mother 
of Christine Chapman 
(James) and Jeffrey 
Campbell; cherished 
“ N a n a ”  o f  L i a m 
Chapman and Luke 
Chapman; and dear sis-
ter of Robert, David, the 
late Steven and the late 
Michael.

Cynthia graduated 
from Grosse Pointe 
South High School in 
1975,  and Eastern 
Michigan University in 
1979, where she was 
president of Alpha 
Gamma Delta sorority 
and made numerous 
lifelong friends. After 
college and jobs in fash-
ion and retail, she 
became a stay-at-home 
mom. 

In the late 1990s, she 
began conducting estate 
sales and performing 
home organizing. Her 
passions included gar-

dening, collectible items 
and, primarily, her fam-
ily, children, grandchil-
dren, nieces, nephews 
and cousins. Cynthia 
will be dearly missed by 
all who knew her.

Pamela Elizabeth 
Stanton

Pamela Elizabeth (nee 
Kornmeier) Stanton 78, 
of Grosse Pointe Park, 
died peacefully at home 
Thursday, Jan. 29, 2026.

Pam was born Nov. 19, 
1947, in Detroit, to Elinor 
and Eugene Kornmeier 
Jr. She graduated from 
St. Paul on the Lake 
Catholic School and 
attended Aquinas College 
in Grand Rapids. Her 
Catholic faith and educa-
tion informed and 
defi ned her life. 

After college, Pam 
worked at the National 
Bank of Detroit where 
she met the love of her 
life, Roger Stanton. They 
w e r e  m a r r i e d  i n 
December 1970. They 
worked together to pro-
duce their two sports 
publ ica t ions ,  “The 
Football News” and “The 
Basketball Weekly.” Pam 
continued to run the 
newspapers after Roger’s 
untimely death in 1990. 

Pam devoted herself to 
living out her motto, “Be 
present and enjoy each 
day.” With her kind spirit 
of giving, loving and car-
ing for others, she was 
more than present for 
her family, friends and 
community. She volun-
teered at Beaumont 
Hospital Grosse Pointe 
(now Corewell Health 
Beaumont Grosse Pointe 
Hospital), with the 
American Red Cross for 
15 years and participated 
tirelessly in the annual 
Junior League Show 
House fundraiser. She 
found passion and dedi-
cation for the community 
as a recent board mem-
ber and generous volun-
teer for The Helm at the 
Boll Life Center.

Pam found happiness 
again when she met and 
married Philadelphia 
native Donald Caulfi eld, 
who passed away unex-
pectedly in 2019. Pam 
enjoyed the spring and 
summer months in 
Michigan and winters in 
Key Biscayne, Fla. She 
was a member of the 
Country Club of Detroit 
and Detroit Athletic Club. 

Pam was predeceased 
by her parents; fi rst hus-
band, Roger Stanton; 
second husband, Donald 
Caulfield; sister, Jude; 
and brother, Gene. She is 
survived by her sister, 
Gail Kozlowski; brother, 
Thomas Kornmeier 
(Jamie); and beloved sis-
t e r - i n - l a w ,  N a n c y 
Kornmeier. She will be 
remembered and cher-
ished by her 10 nieces 

and nephews, and every 
one of her 26 great-nieces 
and great-nephews.

Pam will lie in state at 
9:30 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 
7, before a 10 a.m. memo-
rial Mass at St. Paul on 
the Lake Cathol ic 
Church, 157 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. An 
inurnment prayer service 
for the family will be held 
at the church columbar-
ium in the spring.

Memorial donations 
may be made to The 
Helm at the Boll Life 
Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 
48236, helmlifecenter.
securepayments.card
pointe.com/pay?.

A r r a n g e m e n t s 
entrusted to Chas. 
Verheyden Inc. 

Pam Oliver
Pam Oliver, 80, passed 

a w a y  p e a c e f u l l y 
Thursday, Jan. 22, 2026, 
at home in St. Clair 
Shores after a long ill-
ness.

Pam was born May 2, 
1945, one of eight chil-
dren of John and Clara 
Deyonker. She grew up 
learning the values of 
family, resilience and 
looking out for one 
another — qualities she 
carried throughout her 
life. She was a beloved 
presence to those who 
knew her. Her loved 
ones remember her 
strength, warmth and 
the quiet ways she 
showed love. She will be 
deeply missed by all who 
knew and loved her.

Pam grew up in 
Michigan. She later 
made her home in 
Virginia and Arizona 
before settling back in 
Michigan to be closer to 
family. Each place 
marked a meaningful 
chapter in her life. Pam 
enjoyed the simple 
things in life, such as get-
ting lost in a good book 
or solving crossword 
puzzles. She never 
passed up a good des-
sert.

Pam lived a life full of 
family. She is survived by 
her children, John Oliver 
(Melissa), Maggie Vyletel 
(Andy) and Michael 
Oliver (Angela). She will 
forever be known as 
“Tuppy” to her grandchil-
dren, Suzie, Madeline, 
Jackson, Griffi n, Addison 
and Grayson; and to her 
great-granddaughter, 
Emma.

A private service will 
be held in the future. 
Memorial donations may 
be made to The Jimmy 
Fund, 10 Brookline Pl. 
W., 5th Floor, Brookline, 
M I  0 2 4 4 5 ,  b i t .
ly/4r4Mewn; or St. Jude’s 
Chi ldren  Research 
Hospital, 2000 Town 
Center,  Ste.  1730, 
Southfi eld, MI 48075, bit.
ly/3XuSSi0.

Maureen Ann 
Bennett

Maureen Ann Bennett, 
74, of Redford, passed 
away Tuesday, Jan. 27, 
2026, at Garden City 
Hospital. She was a for-
mer resident of Grosse 
Pointe.

Maureen was born Feb. 
8, 1951, in Grosse Pointe, 
to Loretta Mulvihill and 
Dr. Harold Cross, both 
now deceased.

Maureen is survived by 
her children, Brian and 
Kimberly Petteys; and 
siblings, Kathy Schroeder 
and Kevin Cross. She 
was predeceased by her 
parents; and sister, 
Eilleen.

A funeral Mass was 
held at 11 a.m. Tuesday, 
Feb. 3, at St. Valentine 
Church, 25881 Dow, 
Redford.  

Mary Jane Paone
Mary Jane Paone, 93, 

of Golden, Colo., passed 
away Tuesday, Jan. 6, 
2026, at MorningStar 
Senior Living. She was a 
former resident of St. 
Clair Shores.

Mary Jane was born 
Oct. 4, 1932, in Detroit, to 
Audrey and George 
“Dewey” Hardleben. She 
graduated from Grosse 
Pointe South High 
School in 1951, and 
earned a bachelor’s 
degree in teaching from 
C e n t r a l  M i c h i g a n 
University in 1955. She 
then spent 30 years 
teaching kindergarten at 
Ferry and Richard ele-
mentary schools. 

Mary Jane volunteered 
with the Parade of Homes 
in Grosse Pointe for fi ve 
years and was a volun-
teer at the Cottage 
Hospital (now Henry 
Ford Medical Center-
Grosse Pointe Cottage) 
gift shop for 12 years. 
She enjoyed spending 
time with her family, 
going to lunch with 
friends, shopping with 
her sister Donna, winter-
ing in Siesta Key, Fla., 
going to the beach, trav-
eling and cheering on the 
University of Michigan 
football team. 

While she grew up in 
Detroit and Grosse 
Pointe Farms, she spent 
60 years in St. Clair 
Shores. 

Mary Jane is survived 
by her children, Gary and 
Leigh Paone; grandchil-
dren, Joseph, Vincent 
and Alexandria Paone; 
and sister ,  Donna 
Whittam (DJ).

She will be laid to rest 
at Grand Lawn Cemetery 
and Mausoleum in 
Detroit. 

Memorial donations 
may be made to the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society, 
3000 Gratiot, Detroit, MI 
48207, svdpdetroit.org/
Donate.

Cynthia CampbellPaul Edwin KrysinskiJane Ann Bicsak

Pamela E. Stanton Pam Oliver Mary Jane Paone
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Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

020526

Worship
     Service

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study

9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service

WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

6:30 p.m. - Worship Service
Solomon Spangler, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org

said.
“There has been rapid 

growth, including in 
Michigan,” he said. 
“There was a nearly 40 
percent increase in 
Michigan of people not 
indulging in alcohol. 
Between 2021 and 2025, 
there was a 110 percent 
increase in awareness 
and indulging in NA, and 
almost 160 percent 
increase in retail dollar 
sales.

“The market shift is 
over 50 percent of peo-
ple, where NA is part of 
their lives, and it contin-
ues to grow,” he added. 
“It’s part of the culture, a 
lifestyle now. And you 
can thank millennials, 
Gen Z and Alphas for 
that.”

Most Michigan retail-
ers, he said, have carved 
out sections dedicated to 
NA beverages — beer, 
wine and sparkling 
drinks. Almost every res-
taurant in the area has 
NA options on their 
menus, he added.

“It was unheard of, 
allowing customers to 
come in and enjoy wine 
or beer without alcohol,” 
he said. “But once people 
fi nd this niche, it spreads 
to other friends and fam-
ily.”

Drinking NA bever-
ages is an alternative to 
the limitations of soda or 
water at social events, he 
added.

“Years ago, it was pri-
marily all alcohol and 
wine served at different 
functions. If you had 

health issues or could not 
indulge in alcohol, your 
only choices were walk-
ing around with a glass of 
water or a glass of soda. 
It can be awkward at an 
event walking around 
with a water or a soda. 
All of the events we’re 
involved with offer NA 
now. No one would ever 
know whether your drink 
was NA or had alcohol in 
it.”

Champane curated the 
recipes in his book with 
guidance from the Zero 
Proof Seal of Approval, a 
Michigan-based panel of 
experts who work in 
Detroit’s beverage indus-
try.

“They bring their 

knowledge and critique 
the NA products out 
there,” he said. “With the 
panel, we wanted to con-
coct a number of recipes 
that had the same profi le, 
fl avor, layered style and 
body, and make them 
available to on-premise 
restaurants and offer rec-
ipes.”

Recipes are organized 
by category, including 
Mediterranean-style 
drinks featuring an olive 
oil base; event-themed 
machtails such as a 
Kentucky Derby favorite 
— mint julep — with NA 
bourbon; Born in Detroit 
machtails themed around 
the Motor City; and a sec-
ond wave of “Dry Way” 

machtails like Woodward 
Edit ion,  Woodward 
Special and Zero to Sixty.

“There’s a sparkling 
champagne section and a 
section of fashionable 
machtails, which are tra-
ditional cocktails — like 
Tom Collins, Cosmos, 
Bloody Marys — all with 
no alcohol,” he said.

“Machtails Zero Proof” 
also includes chapters on 
garnishing, glassware 
and NA terminology.

“Terminology will edu-
cate the reader,” he said. 
“Just because it says NA 
doesn’t mean it’s 100 per-
cent nonalcoholic. … It’s 
very important, if there’s 
a medical restriction, to 
look at the label. If you’re 
in doubt, contact us or 
contact the distributor.

“As adults, we have to 
be more responsible,” he 
continued. “That’s the 
purpose of this book. I 
grew up in the generation 
of the two-martini lunch. 
Then that went away and 
machtails came up. Now, 
I’m part of a group called 

zebra striping.”
Zebra striping, he said, 

is a mindful drinking 
strategy that involves 
alternating alcoholic and 
nonalcoholic drinks to 
moderate consumption, 
reduce hangovers and 
extend the social experi-
ence without overdoing 
it.

“If you’re at an event 
for more than two or 
three hours, it’s fi ne to 
have a few machtails, 
then indulge in loaded 
cocktails or champagne,” 
Champane siad. “It’s a 
new definition, created 
between millennials and 
boomers, and it’s becom-
ing a very popular 
phrase. I’m a total advo-
cate.”

As with “Cars and 
Cocktails,” “Machtails 
Zero Proof” was pro-
duced ent i re ly  in 
Michigan.

“The publisher, graphic 
designer, writing help, 
printer — all in Michigan 
or Detroit,” Champane 
said. “I wanted to keep it 

homegrown. That’s my 
payback for growing up 
in Michigan.”

It’s available at Barnes 
& Noble and other dis-
tributors, as well as 
online at amazon.com, 
machtails.com and dean-
champane.com.

“We have an obligation 
to educate people who 
don’t know about this NA 
category,” Champane 
said. “That’s what the 
book is really about. 
There’s interesting infor-
mation in there, whether 
you drink or don’t drink.”

Not one to rest on his 
laurels, Champane is pre-
paring for the publication 
of another book this 
spring. “Zero Proof US,” 
featuring a series of 
patriotic beverages, will 
align itself with the 
nation’s 250th anniver-
sary. Drinks will include 
the Liberty Spritz and 
Yankee Doodle.

“It’s not political one 
way or the other,” he 
said. “It’s 100 percent 
American.”

BOOK:
Continued from page 5B

Grosse Pointe Congregational 
Church hosted its annual Day of 
Hope and Advocacy Jan. 19.

“We are appreciative of the 
assistance the Grosse Pointe 
South Interact Club gave us as we 
welcomed five elected officials, 
who stopped by and shared how 
the vision cast by Martin Luther 

King Jr. informed their decisions 
in leadership,” the Rev. Richard 
Yeagher-Stiver said. “We had over 
50 people stop by to attend the 
event, even with the bad weather 
we experienced that day.

“We hosted elected offi cials, ser-
vice dogs, advocacy groups, the 
general public and so many mem-

bers of the church who volun-
teered as we provided free meals 
to everyone who attended,” he 
continued. “There were crafts for 
kids and yoga and music. It was a 
resounding success and we look 
forward to our third annual Day of 
Hope and Advocacy next year held 
on Martin Luther King Day.”

‘Day of Hope and Advocacy’ 
has second year of success

Eva Habib, president of 
the American 
Association of University 
Women, Grosse Pointe 
branch, and AAUW 
Program Chairwoman 
Roseanne Horne sit at 
one of the advocacy ta-
bles.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT
Liana Burrascano created artwork for MLK Jr. Day 
to put in her room.

From left, the Hon. Nicole Castka, Wayne County Circuit Court, Criminal Division; State 
Rep. Veronica Paiz and Grosse Pointe Congregational Church Pastor Richard Yeagher-
Stiver.

Jack 
Gaines, 
who lost a 
tooth and 
just 
turned 4, 
made 
some art 
for his 
dad, who 
he called 
his best 
buddy.
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laborate with others.
All skill levels are wel-

come, Perry said.
“We have all ages show 

up,” he added. “There 
will be people in their 60s 
and 70s, and kids coming 
in and opening stuff up. 
Sometimes there’s a 
50-year age gap between 
two people sitt ing 
together and learning 
together.”

The open session 
meets 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Participants are invited 
to pop in anytime. The 
next sessions take place 
Fridays, Feb. 6 and 20.

“In Grosse Pointe, I’d 
love to see more people 
exercising sustainability 
in any way they can,” 
Perry said. “I want them 

to have in mind that 
repair is an option. If 
something breaks, peo-
ple think, ‘Well, there 
goes $1,000,’ but maybe 
all they need is a $6 part.

“… Billions of tons of 
waste are produced every 
year,” he added. “It’s 
unnecessary, despite 
what manufacturers 
want you to think. It’s 
super accessible and fun 
to repair your devices. 
It’s like LEGOs — some-
thing anyone can do.”

While Perry may try to 
expand his offerings — 
potentially to branches of 
the Grosse Pointe Public 
L i b r a r y  o r  t h e 
Neighborhood Club — 
his time at The War 
Memorial will come to an 
end later this year. The 
Harper Woods resident 
wi l l  be  a t tending 
Stanford University in 

the fall, potentially to 
study computer science.

In the meantime, he 
invites anyone who’s in 
need of a repair or curi-
ous about the repair pro-
cess to join a session or 
two, either with their 
own devices or one of 
Perry’s.

“You don’t have to 
worry about breaking 
anything,” he said. “It’s 
part of the process.”

L e a r n  m o r e  o n 
Instagram @GP.Repairs.

REPAIR:
Continued from page 2B

PHOTO COURTESY OF GAVIN PERRY

Perry uses a supply of devices to give students hands-on experience.

Park.
◆ Storytime Shuffle 

with Miss Mo, 11 a.m. to 
noon Tuesday, Feb. 10, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Tuesday Night Book 
Discussion, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 10, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ 7th & 8th Grade 
Book Group, 7 to 8:15 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 10, at 
Central, 10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆ Storytime, 10:30 to 
11 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 
11, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆ In Hot Mug Book 
Discussion Group, 1 to 2 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 
11 ,  a t  Le  Rouge 
Boulangerie,  15215 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Drop-in & Craft with 
Miss Mo, 4 to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 11, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Science Fiction Book 
Club, 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 11, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Playtime Pop-ins, 10 
a.m. to noon Thursday, 
Feb. 12, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆ Storytime, 10:30 to 
11 a.m. Thursday, Feb. 
12, at Central,  10 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

◆ DigiLit Series, 2 to 
3:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
12, at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Understanding the 
Holocaust, 6 to 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 12, at 
Central,  10 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

◆ Virtual Strategic 
Plan Engagement, 6 to 7 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 12, 
via Zoom.

◆ Book Discussion 
with Author Wendell 
Brown, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 12, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆  F o r c e d  B u l b 
Workshop, 2 to 2:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 13, at Ewald, 
15175 E. Jefferson, 
Grosse Pointe Park.

◆  F o r c e d  B u l b 
Workshop, 3 to 3:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 13, at Ewald, 
15175 E. Jefferson, 
Grosse Pointe Park.

◆  F o r c e d  B u l b 
Workshop, 4 to 4:30 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 13, at Ewald, 
15175 E. Jefferson, 
Grosse Pointe Park.

◆ Library Bigs & 
Littles, 10 to 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 14, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Reader Dog, 11 a.m. 
to noon Saturday, Feb. 
14, at Woods, 20680 

Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

The War Memorial
The War Memorial, 32 

Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, offers programs 
and activities for the 
community. For informa-
tion on the following, 
visit warmemorial.org

◆  Middle School 
Dance:  Sweetheart 
Soiree, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 5. Tickets 
are $22 in advance, $25 
the week of the dance.

◆ Fix-It Together: Free 
C o m m u n i t y  T e c h 
Workshop Series, 5:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 6.

◆ Mastering Mocktails, 
7 to 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 6. 
Tickets are $48.

◆ Mindful Money 
Strategies,  6  p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 9, and 
Tuesday, Feb. 10. Cost is 
$50.

◆ Silent Book Club, 6 
to 8 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 
10. 

◆  War Memorial 
History Tour, 10 to 11:30 
a.m. Thursday, Feb. 12. 

◆ Veterans Resource 
Fair, 4 to 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 12. 

◆ Caricature Night, 5 
to 7 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 
12. Cost is $30.

◆  Sing to Love: 
Valentine’s Day Dinner 
and Concert, featuring 
Olivia Van Goor, 6:30 to 
9 p.m. Friday, Feb. 13. 
Ticket prices vary.

POST Detroit
POST Detroit, 14500 

Kercheval, Detroit, hosts 
several workshops dur-
ing February. To sign up 
for the following, visit 
mutualadoration.com: 

◆ Ceramics Workshop: 
Trinket Trays, 1 to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 7. Cost is 
$65.

◆ Jewelry Workshop: 
E n a m e l e d  C o p p e r 
Earrings + Necklaces, 2 
to 5 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
7. Cost is $100.

◆ Fibers Workshop: 
Pom Pom Garland, 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 8. Cost is $60.

◆ Painting Workshop: 
Making Natural Ink 
Valentines with Foraged 
Plants, 5 to 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 11. 
Cost is $60.

◆ Botanical Collage 
Workshop:  Framed 
Pressed Flower Art, 3 to 
5 p.m. Friday, Feb. 13. 
Cost is $85.

◆  Mixed  Media 
A b s t r a c t  C o l l a g e 
Workshop, 4 to 8 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 13. Cost is 
$75.

◆ Basket Weaving 
Workshop: Small Market 
Baskets for Beginners, 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 14. Cost is $70.

◆ Hand Lettering 
Workshop: Intro to 
Pointed Pen Calligraphy, 
noon to 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 14. Cost is $75.

◆ Drop-In Workshop: 
Bead Bar Necklaces, 3 to 
6 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 14. 
Cost is $95.

Ford House
The Edsel & Eleanor 

Ford House,  1100 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:

◆ Drop-In Studio: 
Decorate a Heart, 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
10.

◆ Ford House After 
Dark, 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 12. Cost 
is $25 for Friends.

◆ Trivia Night, 6 to 8 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 19. 
Cost is $10 for Friends, 
$12 for the public.

◆  Maple  Syrup: 
Tapped, Shaken and 
Served, 5 to 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 26. Cost 
is $30 for Friends, $35 for 
the public.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:

◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 10, The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

◆ 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 12, 
Univers i ty  L igge t t 
School, 1045 Cook, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 18, 
Jefferson Masonic Lodge 
No. 553, 22000 E. 11 
Mile, St. Clair Shores.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

The Family Center
The Family Center of 

Grosse Pointe and 
Harper Woods offers free 
programs and resources 
that help build happier, 
healthier families. The 
following programs take 
place at The War 
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
unless otherwise noted. 
Learn more at familycen
terhelps.org or RSVP to 
maryjo@familycenter
helps.org.

◆ Grief Support Group, 
noon to 1 p.m. Feb. 10, 
March 10 and April 14, at 
the Harper Woods 
Library, 19601 Harper; 
and Jan. 27, Feb. 24, 
March 31 and April 28, at 
the Ewald Library, 15175 
E. Jefferson, Grosse 
Pointe Park.

◆ Embracing Hope: 
Reclaiming Your Power 
in Challenging Times, 6 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 11, 
with Dr. Portia Lockett, at 
the Morton Development 
Center, 19934 Harper, 
Harper Woods. Dinner, 
fellowship and the pre-
sentation are included.

Rotary
The Rotary Club of 

Grosse Pointe hosts its 
next meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 11, at 
Village Grille, 16930 
Kercheval, City of Grosse 
Pointe. The speaker is yet 
to be determined. Email 
grossepointerotary@
gmail.com.

GPAA
The Grosse Pointe 

Artists Association offers 
a variety of classes at its 
studio, located at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. To register for the 
following, visit grosse
pointeartcenter.org.

◆ Introduction to Black 
and White Scratchboard 
Art with Mary Taitt, 10 
a . m .  t o  1  p . m . 
Wednesdays, Feb. 11, 18 
and 25. 

◆  Golden Cloud 
Workshop with Donald 
Cronkhite, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Thursdays, Feb. 12 
and 19.

◆  Pa le t te  Kni fe 
Painting in Oils with 
Linda Boyle, 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Wednesdays, March 
11 to 25.

EVENTS:
Continued from page 2B

On Jan. 28, Dawn Drozd, chairwoman of the Rotary Club of Grosse Pointe’s 
Community Service Committee, shared fi ndings on declining participation in 
recent service projects. While club membership has grown since COVID, aver-
age service hours per member have decreased, with time, physical demands 
and scheduling cited as key barriers. The committee recommended clearer ser-
vice expectations, more fl exible opportunities, stronger partnerships and im-
proved communication to renew engagement and reinforce Rotary’s guiding 
principle: “Service Above Self.” The Community Service Committee, pictured 
front row, from left, includes Amanda DeVeaux, Sandy MacMechain and Judy 
Masserang; and back row, from left, Ted Everingham, Bob Lucas, Dave Colton, 
Diane Strickler, President Jackie Dale and Dawn Drozd.

Service update PHOTO COURTESY 
OF LILY FREY
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GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY
Animals Available for 
Adoption at gpaas.org

MeetMeet

LENNYLENNY

 MeetMeet

NI CH OL ASNI CH OL AS

20542 Harper, Harper Woods (Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551 • www.gpaas.org

Next
Open

Houses

Call to arrange a Meet and Greet!

Saturday,
Feb. 7th &
Feb. 21st.

10-NoonMale, 4 years old,Male, 4 years old,
Mixed Breed,Mixed Breed,

Red Gold, 45 lbs.Red Gold, 45 lbs.

Male, 6 months old,Male, 6 months old,
Shorthair,Shorthair, BrownBrown

Mac Tabby.Mac Tabby.
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A new polar bear is in 
town — and he’s already 
making a splash.

The Detroit Zoo, a 
global leader in polar 
bear conservation and 
home to one of the larg-
est polar bear habitats in 
North America, has part-
nered with the Toledo 
Zoo on a carefully coor-
dinated transfer designed 
to support the long-term 
sustainability of polar 
bear populations in 
accredited zoos around 
the world. As part of the 
move, Detroit resident 
Nuka relocated to 
Toledo, while Toledo res-
ident Kali (Cull-ee) now 
calls the Detroit Zoo’s 
iconic Arctic Ring of Life 
habitat home.

The transfer follows 
recommendations from 
the Polar Bear Population 
Alliance, strengthens the 
health and social dynam-
ics of each zoo’s polar 
bear populations and 
supports responsible 
breeding efforts that are 
critical to the future of 
the species.

“This successful trans-
fer refl ects the collabora-
tion of our teams in 
Detroit and Toledo, as 
well as a shared commit-
ment to animal well-
being and conservation,” 
said Mike Murray, chief 
life sciences officer for 
the Detroit Zoo. “Nuka is 
an incredible polar bear 
and we know he will con-
tinue to thrive in Toledo, 
where he will once again 
be paired with female 
polar bear, Crystal. Here 
in Detroit, Kali is already 
settling in and we know 
he will be an outstanding 
ambassador for his spe-
cies and a wonderful 
addition to the polar bear 
group.”

Kali, 13, was rescued 
as a cub after being found 
orphaned by residents of 
the Native Village of 
Point Lay, Alaska, in 
2013. Kali then was 
released to the care of the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. In 2015, he 
moved to the Saint Louis 
Zoo, before fi nally relo-
cating to the Toledo Zoo 

in 2025. 
Kali is known for his 

strength and smarts to 
solve puzzles that benefi t 
his enrichment and well-
being. His caretakers 
describe him as gregari-
ous, curious and intelli-
gent.

Kali now shares a habi-
tat with females Suka, 
13, and Haley, 23. Under 
the supervision of the 
zoo’s expert animal care 
team, Kali gradually will 
be introduced to Haley 
and Suka, with the bears 
initially spending time on 
opposite sides of their 
spacious, 4-acre habitat. 
Kali will have access to 
his public outdoor habi-
tat but may also choose 
to spend time indoors or 
out of public view as he 
adjusts to his new home.

Polar bears in the wild 
face increasing threats, 
including climate change, 
shrinking sea ice and 
growing conflict with 
humans. By welcoming 
Kali and supporting 
Nuka through this trans-
fer, the Detroit Zoo con-

tinues to connect guests 
with this iconic species 
and inspires meaningful 
conservation action to 

protect wildlife and the 
habitats they call home.

Guests may welcome 
Kali at the Arctic Ring of 

Life habitat during regu-
lar zoo hours, 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. — and, beginning 
April 1, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Detroit Zoo 
welcomes new 
male polar bear

COURESTY PHOTOS

Kali (Cull-ee) now calls the Detroit Zoo’s Arctic Ring of Life habitat home. 

Grosse Pointe Sunrise 
Rotary President Mark 
Heppner, center, stands 
with Kevin’s Song 
Execut ive Director 
Jennifer Fair Margraf 
and Vice President Justin 
Urso at the club’s Jan. 27 
meeting at Ford House.

Kevin’s Song was 
founded in 2013 by John 
and Gail Urso after the 
death of their son, Kevin. 
The organization works 
with communities to fos-
ter learning about the lat-
est suicide research, 
share experiences and 
network with others who 
care about suicide aware-
ness and prevention. 

Fair Margraf’s mes-
sage highlighted that sui-
cide is among the most 
preventable public health 
crises, as Kevin’s Song 
works with numerous 
local high schools to edu-
cate and train students. 
Its educational program 
for students is a four-year 
s t r u c t u r e d - t r a i n i n g 
approach beginning with 
awareness, followed by 
building skills and identi-
fying risk, peer support 
and first response and 
applied leadership and 

p o s t - i n t e r v e n t i o n . 
Students fi nish this life-
saving program certifi ed 
as a youth mental health 
first-aid provider and 
master trainer. For more 
information, visit kevins-
song.org.

A community service 

and fellowship club, 
Grosse Pointe Sunrise 
Rotary welcomes resi-
dents to its Tuesday 
morning breakfast and 
presentations at Ford 
House. For more infor-
mation, email dennis.
rotary1591@gmail.com.

Prevention through Kevin’s Song

PHOTO COURTESY OF DENNIS HYDUK
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Dear Gabby: I am 
always feeling self-con-
scious when choosing a 
bottle of wine to bring 
as a hostess gift. Is there 
a general guideline for 
how much I should 
spend? — Confused in 
the City

Dear Confused: A 
nice, well-regarded bot-
tle that shows apprecia-
tion without going crazy 
can be found anywhere 
from about $25 to $50 

per bottle. For a casual 
or neighborhood get-
together, anything from 
$20 to $30 is perfectly 
polite and appreciated.

Of course, for a fancier 
night or a milestone cel-
ebra t ion ,  cons ider 
upping your budget to 
$50 to $100.

A great rule of thumb 
is to bring something 
you would be happy to 
drink yourself — it’s a 
sign of thoughtfulness, 
not status. 

Also, adding nice pack-
aging goes a long way. 
Consider wrapping the 
bottle in a pretty tea 
towel with a ribbon or at 
least a nice wine bag 
with a personal note.

— Gabby

We love problem-solv-
ing and giving advice! 
Please send us your ques-
tions & problems to 
advice@grossepointenews.
com.

GROSSE POINTEGROSSE POINTEGabbyGabby Pointing you in Pointing you in 

the right the right 

direction with direction with 

real-life advice!real-life advice!

Food Gossip
by Nina Taormina

DEAR ANNIE: I’m a 
42-year-old mom of two. 
I’ve been remarried for 
three years, and I’m trying 
hard to do the blended 
family thing with grace. 
My husband has a 
16-year-old daughter, 
“Mia,” who lives with us 
half the time. Most days 
are fi ne, but there’s one 
issue that has turned our 
home into a low-grade 
reality show.

Mia has started record-
ing everything.

At fi rst, it was harmless: 
funny cooking mishaps, 
the dog stealing socks, lit-
tle random clips with 

music. Then it shifted. If 
my husband and I dis-
agree about anything, 
she’ll quietly set her 
phone on the counter like 
it “just happens” to be 
there. If I ask her to do 
chores, she’ll start fi lming 
and narrating under her 
breath like she’s docu-
menting injustice. Once, I 
overheard her telling a 
friend, “Watch this, my 
stepmom is about to lose 
it,” as if she was waiting 
for a big moment.

I’ve asked her to stop 
fi lming in the house with-
out permission. She rolls 
her eyes and says, “It’s not 

that deep,” or “I’m just 
making content.” My hus-
band says she’s being a 
typical teenager and I’m 
taking it personally. But I 
feel like I’m living with a 
camera crew, and it’s 
making me tense and 
snappish, which I’m sure 
only feeds the situation.

How do I set a boundary 
about privacy without 
becoming the villain in 
her story? — Not Your 
Content Creator

DEAR NOT YOUR 
CONTENT CREATOR: 
You’re not being overly 
sensitive. A home is not 

a stage, and consent mat-
ters, especially when 
filming is used to pro-
voke or embarrass some-
body. Start with setting a 
calm, household-wide 
rule in order to avoid 
making it a personal bat-
tle: No recording is 
allowed in shared spaces 
without everyone’s per-
mission. Make it clear 
that this rule is about pri-
vacy and respect, not 
necessarily a response to 
Mia’s character.

Then enlist your hus-
band as a true partner. 
Tell him, kindly but 
plainly, that dismissing 

this as “typical” leaves 
you feeling unprotected 
in your own home. Agree 
on a consequence you 
can enforce consistently: 
If she continues to record 
everyone after being told 
not to, the phone goes 
away for a set period 
while she’s in common 
areas, or she has to stay 
in her room to fi lm.

Finally, don’t give her 
the “big moment” she’s 

waiting for. Stay boring, 
brief and steady. The 
wrong kind of attention 
could be fuel for an argu-
ment, or for an entertain-
ing video, but simply 
setting fi rm boundaries 
should not be.

Send your questions 
for Annie Lane to dear
annie@creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2025 
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Carol’s chili. Fish ‘n’ chips.
Keep an eye out for this painting when 
visiting Little Tony’s.   Famous burgers, fries and onion rings.

Little Tony’s Lounge is still family owned

Dear Annie
by Annie Lane

The right way to wine

Though the neighborhood 
is seeing new restaurants 
and businesses opening, 
new buildings built and even 
new traffic ways being 
formed — Mack and Vernier, 
sheesh! — there still are a lot 
of “old school” establish-
ments around the Grosse 
Pointes. One such place — 
where walking in feels like 
walking into a time warp — 
is Little Tony’s. 

In 1970, Anthony & Carol 
Alfonsi purchased The 
Woods Lounge at 20513 
Mack Ave. They changed 
the name to Lounge in the 
Woods — aka Woods Bar — 
and fi nally named it after 
the owner’s nickname, as 
the sign out front says: Little 
Tony’s Lounge in the 
Woods. 

Family owned and oper-
ated, Anthony and Carol’s 
son, Mike, managed the 
business for 40 years, retir-
ing in 2015. When 2018 
approached, Carol was 
ready to sell, so 
her son, Tony, 
and his wife, 
El len,  pur-
chased the bar 
to keep it in the 
family. 

Tony’s son, 
Anthony, and 
nephew, Jack, 
who started 
working for the 
family while in 
high school, 
have  s ince 
taken over the 

day-to-day operations and 
will continue to keep it in 
the family for years to come. 

Little Tony’s is exactly 
that: little. Its inside capac-
ity is around 94, 12 of them 
bar seats. “In the ’70s, there 
was a piano and a lounge 
area with couches and 
chairs as well,” Tony said. 

The outdoor patio was 
added in the late ’90s, add-
ing 12 tables and increasing 
capacity by 40 to 50 patrons. 

When Tony’s parents fi rst 
purchased the bar, it was 
just that: a “shot and beer” 
bar. Around 1975, the small 
office was turned into a 
kitchen, which is the same 
size now as when it was 
originally installed. 

“Little Tony’s hasn’t 
changed much over the 
years,” Tony said, “and our 
longtime customers love it 
that way.” 

Now, learning how the 
kitchen came about, their 
signature way of service on 

paper plates makes sense.
“Our food has been 

served on paper plates since 
day one and always will be,” 
Tony said, adding that when 
people have never been 
there before, they fall in love 
with everything about the 
place. 

Little Tony’s is most 
known for two specifi c and 
award-winning items: burg-
ers and Carol’s chili. I asked 
Tony what makes their 
“2024 Best Burger on the 
East Side” burgers so spe-
cial.

“The best ground round 
delivered fresh daily, hand 
pattied, never frozen,” he 
said. “And the best grill 
money can buy.”

Ernst Meats & Seafood, 
out of Eastern Market, has 
been its supplier since the 
’70s. No wonder the burg-
ers have tasted the same 
since my childhood.

Carol’s chili has been a 
staple at Little Tony’s since 

the ’70s too. For almost 
three decades, Carol cooked 
it at home every day and 
transported it to the restau-
rant. In the ’90s, they were 
able to fi nd enough space in 
the tiny kitchen so Carol 
could make it on site. It’s 
another recipe that hasn’t 
changed since day one. 

In spring 2023, Carol’s 
chili won 94.7 WCSX FM’s 
best chili contest, which is 
voted on by the listeners. 
Unfortunately, Carol passed 
away in 2022, just missing 
this event. 

“She would have been so 
very proud,” Tony said of 
his late mother. 

While these two items are 
the stars of the lounge’s 
menu, there also are other 
favorites. Tony tells 
me their fries, onion 
rings and tater tots 
have always been 
top sellers. And for 
sandwiches, the 
corned beef reuben 

and tuna melt are very pop-
ular as well. During Lent, 
they sell a ton of fi sh and 
chips, too, so keep that in 
mind as Lent is right around 
the corner.

The vintage bar decor 
that lines the walls inside is 
part of the old-school charm 
of the lounge. 

“The picture of the old 
man with a drink has been 
hanging in Little Tony’s 
since inception,” Tony said, 
“and now hangs, watching 
over one of the booths.” 

Little Tony’s has a full 
bar, as well as four beers on 
tap, including Two Hearted 
and Stella, as well as two 
others that rotate season-
ally. And yes, there are tele-
visions, too.

“Consistency is the word 
we live by every day,” Tony 
said, explaining how Little 
Tony’s prides itself on 
everyone’s experience 
being exactly the same, no 
matter how many visits 
have been made. “We really 
have to thank our commu-
nity for our success. During 
COVID, the amount of sup-
port was overwhelming. 
We’ll always be grateful to 
our friends, customers and 
our community. No matter 
the weather, including 

below-freezing temps, they 
always show up.” 

Well Tony, I’m pretty sure 
you know why. This indus-
try is not easy, especially in 
today’s challenging times. 
When you believe in your 
community and have a 
strong family ethic that 
overfl ows into your employ-
ees, a successful business 
comes easy. 

“We have a great staff 
from our bussers to servers, 
kitchen crew to bartenders,” 
Tony said. “They are the 
best and we truly appreciate 
all they do.”

I’m sure they appreciate 
you and your family just the 
same. 

As they say at Little 
Tony’s: Old school, crafted 
with love. Fifty-six years 
later, that truly sums up this 
neighborhood gem, where 
every guest is treated like 
family and everybody really 
does know your name.

Burgers hit the grill noon 
to 10 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday. Don’t forget to 
look for the old man holding 
a drink while enjoying one 
yourself!

* Fun Fact: One of Tony’s 
fondest memories was 
when the Red Wings won 
the Stanley Cup in the ’90s. 

The lounge’s 
dear friend and 
former Zamboni 
d r i v e r  A l 
S o b o t k a 
brought the cup 
in for a visit for 
customers and 
family to enjoy. 
Here’s to hoping 
another Stanley 
Cup visit is in 
the near future, 
one way or 
another.

Stay tuned. 
Stay hungry. 

Teen’s content creating has gone too far

                                                                                                       COURTESY PHOTOS.

Little Tony’s sign.

Little Tony’s lounge and patio.



One of the most popu-
lar categories of wines in 
the last two years is the 
n e a r l y  u b i q u i t o u s 
blended red wine, which 
is so popular that it has 
become synonymous 
with everyday drinking 
for millions of Americans.

A couple of weeks ago a 
stranger, hearing I was a 
wine writer, asked me 
what I thought of a partic-
ularly ordinary although 
expensive (to me) blended 
red. I say expensive 
because it’s about $17 a 
bottle, but I fi nd it to be 
worth about $5.

And when a wine sells 
for three times what I sus-
pect it should, I call it 
expensive. And my reac-
tion to his question was, 
“Not very much.” I sus-
pected he would agree, but 
instead he said he thought 
it was terrifi c stuff.

There wasn’t much for 
me to reply, but short of 
spending 20 minutes or 

so explaining my reason-
ing, I was left to simply 
apologize. I said that I 
hoped he continued to 
enjoy the wine that so 
many others  a lso 
enjoyed, and that taste is 
in the mouth of the 
beholder.

I didn’t say that I found 
the wine to be detestable.

The episode rankled 
me. I’m normally not 
particularly pejorative in 
my comments about 
wines that I don’t favor, 
but his query took me off 
guard. And my gut reac-
tion wasn’t especially 
agreeable. 

For those interested in 
modest blended reds, 
here are a few issues that 
might help make buying 
decisions easier for some 
of these wines.

First, try to find out 
what grape varieties 
were used. That should 
help some. A good place 
to start is the use of 

sound blending grapes, 
starting with some of the 
best such as grenache 
(aromatics and texture), 
cinsault (rich fruit), 
syrah (dark, rich fla-
vors),  peti te sirah 
(weight) and zinfandel 
(spiced fruit). 

I’m not a big fan of 
cabernet or pinot noir in 
red wine blends; they 
don’t seem to play well 
with other varieties.

Chances are, however, 
that you won’t find out 
what grapes are in a par-
ticular blend, so the next 
best thing to know is how 
much alcohol is in it. 

Moderation here counts. 
Ideal is 12.5 percent to 14 
percent. The closer wine is 
to 15 percent alcohol, the 
less fl avor any wine will 
deliver. Over 15 percent? 
Don’t light a match.

Higher-alcohol wines 
may well be soft and 
rich, which some people 
really like. But blended 
reds often are aimed at 
being served with meals, 
and 15 percent alcohol 
wines go with meals as 
well as pickled tomatillos 
go with ice cream.

After alcohol content 
comes the region. If the 
appellation on a bottle of 
wine is “California,” buy-
ers know nothing of its 
origin except that it came 

from grapes grown in 
one of 58 counties. No 
help there. Wines that 
say they’re from smaller 
regions (like Livermore, 
Santa Barbara, Sierra 
Foothills) often are 
slightly pricier, but can 
be better values. 

The vintage date on a 
wine also is helpful. It 
lets potential buyers 
know how long the stuff 
has been in the bottle. 
Seek vintages that are no 
older than 2017. A 2016 
wine may be fi ne, but it’s 
already been eight years.

Wines that have no 
vintage date can also be 
excellent choices if the 

wine is from a brand 
with fast turnover. 
Though some classic red 
wines age well, older is 
usually not better for 
modestly priced wines.

Blended red wines, as 
a category, range all over 
the place both in terms of 
style and quality, and 
prices can vary from very 
reasonable to outra-
geous. As a result, some 
everyday-wine buyers 
have re-discovered some 
values in varietals

Wine of the Week: 
2020 Barefoot Merlot, 

California ($9): This very 
large brand has devel-

oped quite a following 
among people who appre-
ciate inexpensive and 
tasty wines that they can 
afford on a daily basis. 
This specifi c varietal has 
always produced a lovely 
dry red, and here the fl a-
vors are close enough to 
authentic to call this a true 
bargain. It is often seen at 
around $7.

To fi nd out more about 
Sonoma County resident 
Dan Berger, visit the 
Creators Syndicate web-
page at www.creators.
com.
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by Anna Lizer

Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

Last week my son 
came barreling in the 
room with the utmost 
enthusiasm claiming he 
had an idea for “the best” 
recipe. He said, “butter!” 
I honestly thought he 
was mocking me until I 
realized it was genuine 
excitement over the idea. 
But why not write about 
one of the greatest foun-
dations of any recipe? 
You can easily make but-
ter at home. It may take 
a bit of time and isn’t 
cheaper but it sure tastes 
leaps and bounds better 
than the regular old store 
bought sticks. And 
maybe sometimes cook-
ing shouldn’t always be 
about the quest for the 
healthiest, easiest and 
fastest option. I was in, it 
was a mother and son 
project. He had taken 
interest in a hobby of 
mine that was outside 
mothering. 

T h e  q u e s t i o n 
becomes, why do we love 
butter so much? Our nat-
ural human instincts 
crave fat for survival, so 
there’s that. But it’s also 
a change agent for any 
recipe;  silky sauces, rich 
baked goods,  soft 
mashed potatoes and 
fl aky pastries. It’s a dip-
ping sauce for crabs, lob-
sters, artichokes and 

anything with bread. The 
smell of butter cooking, 
baking or browning is 
enough to excite every 
happy brain cell you 
have. In short, butter is 
comfort in its simplest 
form: indulgent, luxuri-
ous, even romantic. It 
turns the most ordinary 
ingredient into some-
thing craveable.

To make butter, you 
need to over-whip heavy 
cream. You take it way 
past the whipped stage 
until the fat separates 
from the buttermilk. I 
used a standing mixer 
which took about 13 
minutes for the fat to 
separate. You can use a 
hand held mixer as well. 
Or, pour the milk into a 
mason jar and shake it.

This is the method we 
were taught back in fi rst 
grade on our fi eld trip to 
Greenfi eld Village. The 
standing mixer is the 
easiest.

Once the cream is 
whipped, I turned up the 
speed. You begin to see it 
turn grainy and then sud-
denly it turns to butter-
milk and fat curds. Save 
the buttermilk for pan-
cakes, biscuits or mari-
nating chicken. You are 
left  with unsalted, 
creamy butter with 
which anything can be 

added. Use good flaky 
salt, like fl eur de sel and 
fresh herbs, like thyme 
to flavor. We added 
honey which was deli-
cious. 

In all honesty my son 
completely ditched me 
when it was time to 
churn. And that’s OK 
because I really enjoyed 
going through the pro-
cess of making it. And, 
I’m grateful for the idea. 
Give homemade butter a 
shot. It’s rewarding to 
appreciate something so 
simply bought.

Cheers, Mombeau

Homemade Butter 
(Yields 2 sticks)

1 pint heavy cream

Cheese cloth 
(optional)

Ice water 

Flaky salt

Honey (optional)

Add the cream to a 
bowl of a standing mixer. 
Use the whisk attach-
ment and whisk the 
cream on a medium 
speed. Once the cream 
starts to form stiff peaks, 
turn up the speed to 

eight. Drape a kitchen 
towel over the bowl. 
Liquid will start to sepa-
rate out and begin 
splashing out. After 
about 12 minutes, you 
will see the cream turn 
grainy and then see 
larger curds forming. 
Once you see the larger 
curds, turn off the 
mixer. Pour the mixture 

into a fi ne mesh strainer 
over a bowl. You can 
use a cheese cloth if you 
have it. If not, use clean 
hands to squeeze out all 
of the buttermilk from 
the butter. You should 
end up with a ball of 
butter.

Place the butter into 
an ice bath. With clean 
hands, gently push and 
pull the ball while squeez-
ing to rinse the butter of 
the milk. The buttermilk 
will turn the butter rancid 
if not rinsed. Place the 
butter on a clean surface 

and fl atten to a rectangle.
This is the stage 

where you can fold in 
your fl avorings. Sprinkle 
a good pinch of salt on 
top and one tablespoon 
of honey for honey but-
ter. Or add in one tea-
spoon of fresh thyme for 
an herb butter. This is 
your blank canvas.

Save the buttermilk in 
the fridge for up to a 
week. The butter stays 
fresh for three weeks. 
Wrap in parchment 
paper to store.

Enjoy!

PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table
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As I write this, I am actu-
ally in a state of mourning. 
My beloved sourdough 
starter had an unfortunate 
run-in with fruit fl ies and it 
did not survive. Please 
keep me in your thoughts 
during this diffi cult time. I 
do have a friend who can 
share some of hers so I can 
rise again, but condolences 
are still being accepted.

Now that we have 
addressed my personal 
tragedy, let’s talk about the 
real struggle of sour-
dough life. Baking the 
loaf is the fun part. 

Cutting it is where the joy 
goes to die.

First, you have to let the 
bread cool for an hour or 
two, because slicing it 
too soon turns it 
into a soft, 
s t e a m y 
mess. 

Then, once it is finally 
ready, the crust is tough, 
the inside is still delicate 
and somehow you end up 

with slices that are 
either paper 

thin or way 
too thick. I 
have even 
resorted to 
putting my 
bread in 
the fridge 
for a few 
hours to 

make it 
f i r m 
enough 

to cut, which helps a little, 
but also means you cannot 
enjoy your loaf until basi-
cally the next day.

Enter this Brvclon man-
ual bread slicer from 
Amazon and, honestly, it 
has changed the game.

It has sharp, food-grade 
stainless steel serrated 
blades that cut cleanly 
through crusty sourdough 
and softer breads alike. The 
thickness is adjustable, so 
you can choose anything 
from thin slices to thick 
toast, and the scale mark-
ings make it easy to repeat 

the perfect width every 
time. It also has suction 
cups on the bottom, which 
keeps it fi rmly in place on 
the counter so you are not 
wrestling your bread like it 
owes you money.

It is compact, easy to 
store and easy to clean 
with a quick wipe or brush.

Now, let’s address the 
price. If you Google it, you 
will see it is around $75, 
which feels absolutely 
unhinged for something 
that slices bread. But if you 
are deep in your sour-
dough era like I am, it is 

genuinely worth it for per-
fect slices and saving time.

I’m giving it four out of 
fi ve alligators. The price is 
wild, but I love it.

We LOVE testing out 
new th ings !  Te l l  us 
about your favorite item 
or something you want 
us to try for you! Drop 
us a l ine at  media@
grossepointenews.com.

4 Ou

The butter project
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By Olivia Monette and Donna Zetterlund
Special Writers

Valentine’s Day is about more than just chocolate 
hearts and fancy dinners — and this year’s Valentine’s 
spread is proof. We rounded up a mix of fun date ideas, 
cozy winter activities, and cute gifts that are perfect for 
everyone you love, including your sweetheart, your best 
friends and even your kids. 

extra special, Galentine’s plans like a charcuterie 
workshop, party accessories that make hosting easy and 
stay-in ideas like making heart-shaped pizza (down to 
the pepperoni) at home. 

This Valentine roundup is full of sweet inspiration to 
make February feel a little more festive. So dive in and 
do something different this year!

 “Get on Board” workshop
If you’re looking for a cute, cozy, and genuinely fun way

to celebrate Galentine’s or just make winter a little more 
exciting, the Cheese to Please “Get on Board” workshops 
are such a perfect idea. It’s a hands-on charcuterie board 
building experience where you’ll learn how to create a 
gorgeous grazing board that is both impressive and 
delicious. It is equal parts creative, social and relaxing, 
making  it ideal for a girls’ night out, a group hang 
with friends or even a fun date night idea for couples in 
February. Add in wine, cheese, pretty food, and quality 
time and you have the ultimate winter activity. It’s going 
to be a “gouda” time for everyone!

Cook up some fun
Crate and Barrel’s heart-shaped wooden mixing spoons 

are the cutest little Valentine’s Day kitchen touch, perfect 
for baking something sweet with someone you love. Tie 
a big red bow around the handle along with some other 
utensils like spatulas and for a “bouquet” of useful tools 
for your favorite cook or baker.

Date idea: Bring the “bouquet” home with all the 
ingredients to make a romantic dinner or elaborate 
dessert together. Take photos and present a photo book 
of your date afterward for lasting memories. Bon appetit!

Nothing “bundt” love
A scrumptious bundt cake from Nothing Bundt Cakes

is everybody’s love language! Choose your fave person’s 

Valentine’s Day. From decorated full-size cakes to mini 

delicious bundt cake lets your Valentine know that to you 
they are a little slice of heaven. 

Cheers to us 
An adorable Crate and Barrel heart-inset glass is the

prettiest way to make any Valentine’s Day drink feel 
extra festive and cute. Share a cocktail with the one you 
love or buy a whole set for a Valentine’s Day party with 
the girls. This little beauty really levels up the ambiance.

Crate and Barrel’s heart beverage glasses, above.

Valentines

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHEESE TO PLEASE

Heart-shaped 
wooden spoons 
from Crate and 

Barrel.

Heart-shaped 
wooden spoons 
from Crate and 

Barrel.

Nothing Bundt Cakes Valentine cake, above.

“Get on Board” charcuterie workshops at Cheese to Please, above and below left, are a fun, novel way to celebrate this Valentine’s Day.

Explore new ways to celebrate love day

   outside 
the box

COURTESY PHOTO

COURTESY PHOTO
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Lady in red
The Sézane Emilie cardigan in red is such 

a cute, cozy Valentine’s Day gift because it 
feels equal parts romantic and wearable. The 
bright red color gives it that classic Valentine’s 
vibe, but it’s still the kind of piece that can be 
thrown on all winter long with jeans, leggings 
or over address for dinner.  

It’s soft, warm, and effortlessly chic, which 
makes it a gift that feels special without being 
over the top. It’s like gifting a hug, but in the 
form of a cardigan that looks expensive and 
polished. Available at sezane.com.

Diamond girl
Love shines with a Roberto Coin Amorino 

Collection enamel and round diamond heart 
necklace in beautiful 18k yellow gold. You 
can never go wrong with a Valentine gift 
from edmund t. AHEE Jewelers. Whether it’s 
a treat for you or for someone you love, it’s 
going to be a forever treasure.

Pizza night
An Ooni pizza oven is basically the ultimate 

excuse for a fun family night in, and honestly 
it makes a pretty perfect Valentine’s Day 

reservation, you can stay cozy at home, put 
everyone to work, and turn pizza night into 
an actual event. Kids can help stretch dough 
and pick toppings, adults can handle the 

and everyone gets their own custom pie. And 
for Valentine’s Day, you absolutely need at 
least one heart shaped pizza, even if it comes 
out slightly lopsided. Nothing says “I love 
you” like melted cheese and pepperoni art. 
Yummmmm!

Wear your heart on your sleeve
Love is in the air! A sweet pink and red heart 

sweater from Glitter & Scotch has the look 
Valentine’s Day was made for.

Whether you are headed to school for a 
party or out for a date night this precious heart 
sweater is the perfect vibe for celebrating the 
day of romance You’ll love all the Valentine-
ready fashions and accessories at Glitter & 
Scotch. Check them out and step out in style! 

Valentine favors
Party Adventure is the go-to spot for cute party 

accessories and decor that instantly make any 
celebration feel more fun and put together.   

Stacked heart pencils thrill kids and make 
adults feel like a kid again. Tuck them in a 
lunchbag as a surprise, use them as party favors 
or stock up to add more love to the whole year.

Adorable favors, themed napkins and plates 
and festive balloons, banners are the little extras 
you didn’t even know you needed.

Conner Park’s
way to share your love with someone special. 
You can be sure that each creation is made 
with care and your beloved in mind. 

With over nine decades of experience, 

alongside the community, creating timeless 
arrangements that celebrate life’s most 
cherished moments. 

Like colorful tulips that promise spring will 

easy to select something unique and personalized 
to make the day memorable. Conner Park is 
another name for Valentine beauty.

Catch-all cutie
The Mark and Graham heart pouch is the 
sweetest little gift idea for Valentine’s Day, with 
its pink heart print and monogram detail that 
makes it feel extra special and personal. Perfect 
for tossing in a purse to hold makeup, lip gloss, 
pens or all those tiny essentials that always get 

with a zipper pouch that makes you smile every 
time you see it. Find it at markandgraham.com. 

COURTESY PHOTO

Roberto Coin enamel and diamond heart 
necklace, above, is from their Amorini 
Collection at edmund t. AHEE.

The Sézane Emilie cardigan in red, above.

Explore new ways to celebrate love day

Flattering 
Glitter & Scotch heart 

COURTESY PHOTOS
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21480 Greater Mack Avenue  |  St. Clair Shores
586-773-1500  |  www.connerpark.com

Romance, PerfectedRomance, Perfected

Valentine’s Day is Saturday, February 14thValentine’s Day is Saturday, February 14th

Mark and Graham pink
heart-patterned zip pouch, left,

d
r
S

“Lavender Rose Retreat” 
gift box, left, includes 

roses and scented 
gifts, from 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CONNER PARK
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Wellness TLC
Start Valentine’s Day off the 

right way with a little self care 
at Corner Studio sauna. Doing 
something good for your body and 
your heart is the best way to show 
you care for yourself and others.

A sauna session is a comfy 
winter reset that can help support 
circulation, ease muscle tension, 
promote relaxation and leave you 
feeling refreshed and energized. 
It’s also a great way to destress 
during a busy season when 
everyone is running on fumes.  

Even better, you can bring a 
friend and turn it into the ultimate 
Galentine’s outing, just relaxing, 
sweating it out and leaving feeling 
like new. That’s what friends are for! 
Just do it, you’ll be glad you did.

High-tech health
An Oura Ring is such a great gift 

because it’s equal parts beautiful
and actually useful. It help strack 
sleep, recovery, stress and overall 
wellness, so it’s like giving someone 
a little daily reminder to take care 
of themselves. Even better, it now 
comes in super cute ceramic inspired 
colors like soft pink and white (and 
other sleek shades), so it feels more 
like a chic accessory than a piece of 
tech. Perfect for anyone who loves 
wellness, self care, or just really 
good sleep.

Gifts of wellness say “I love you”

Toys they’ll adore
Fun begins at Whistle Stop Hobby 

& Toy in St. Clair Shores. The 
Valentine gift options for kids are 
endless — but the store also has a few 
toys that seem tailor-made for this 
Valentine holiday.

From heart-shaped craft kits to 
LEGO rose bouquets, the Valentine 
spirit is strong at Whistle Stop. 

Faber-Castell’s Creativity for Kids 
String Art Heart Light kit will thrill 
little ones when they make a glow in 
the dark lantern that actually lights 
up! The same brand also offers a 

with cash or little treasures. 
Loopdeloo offers a colorful 

bracelet-making kit. Kids can make 
bracelets to give their friends along 
with a Valentine.

Valentine craft event
Because Whistle Stop knows what 

kids love best, they are holding a free 
craft-making event on Saturday, Feb. 
7 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Children can 
choose from make a Froot Loop heart 
bird feeder or a traditional Valentine 
card. All are welcome!

Little shoppers 
Gift your kids with Valentine 

money and let them roam Whistle 
Stop to pick out what they want. Its 
a great way to teach kids about how 
money works while honing their 
sense of independence and personal 
choice — and having fun.

Or let them each do the shopping 
for a sibling to expand the bonds 
of love. They’ll have so much fun 
choosing for one another!

Kid stuff for your littlest loves
Kids can make their own heart light, left, 

wellness, an idea gift for the 
PHOTO COURTESY OF CORNER STUDIO

A new spin on the little luxuries that make it home
Charming vibes

Maison Parc is a creative space 

balloons and lots of good energy.
This one-of-a-kind boutique is 

a breath of fresh air on Kercheval 

work shop, part oasis of home decor 
and even has balloons for gifting or 
decorations for your next celebration. 

The Valentine’s Day offerings are 
fresh and gorgeous, from grab and go 
bouquets to custom arrangements, 
balloons, candles and home decor. Or 

to visit the shop, soak up all the good 
vibrations, pick out a gift or enjoy a 
craft workshop. Workshops include 

collage or the recent Mommy & Me 
Bouquet Tea Party, where mothers 
and daughters learned to make their 
own bouquet while enjoying high tea.

For something different that is sure 
to thrill your Valentine, stop in at this 
new Grosse Pointe Park treasure.PHOTOS COURTESY OF MAISON PARC

PHOTOS COURTESY 

OF WHISTLE STOP

Feb 7 , 11:00am-1:00pmth
21714 Harper Ave, St. Clair Shores, MI,  48080
Whistle-Stop.com

Valentines Bird Feeder Craft Event
Feb 7 , 11:00am-1:00pmth7

Valentines Bird FValent ines Bird F
14 Harper Ave, St. Clair Shores, MI, 48080

histle-Stop.com

eder Craft Eventder Craft Event

02
05

26

02
05

26



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, FEBRUARY 5, 2026

LIFE & LEISURE  |  7C

Maison Parc
15124 Kercheval Ave., Grosse Pointe Park, (313) 499-8292 • maisonparc.com
Nothing Bundt Cakes  
17012 Kercheval Ave., Grosse Pointe • (313) 435-0437 • nothingbundtcakes.com
Ooni  ooni.com
Oura  oura.com
Party Adventures 
23400 Greater Mack Ave., St Clair Shores • (586) 776-9750 • partyadventureusa.com
Pointelle Grosse Pointe
7125 Kercheval Ave., Grosse Pointe • (313) 926-6323 • thepointelle.com
Sézane  sezane.com
Viviano Flower Shop 
32050 Harper Ave. St. Clair Shores • (586) 293-0220 • viviano.com 
Whistle Stop Hobby & Toy 
21714 Harper Ave. St. Clair Shores • (586) 771-6770 • whistle-stop.com

Pamper a special one (and yourself!)
Hot stone massage

Hot stone massage is a therapeutic 
technique that combines traditional 
massage with heated basalt stones. 
Stones are heated in water and 

Hand and Stone, in St. Clair Shores,  

used as massage tools to reach deeper 

treatment soothes sore muscles, 

like back pain, arthritis, and 

sleep. What’s not to love?

Facial love

with  Hand 
& Stone. 

Cleansing removes makeup and 

dead skin cells, promoting new skin 

Pretty you
Pointelle Grosse Pointe 

card is such 

your BFF or your 

Pair it with a handwritten note or a 

Viviano Flower Shop 
breathtaking arrangements that are 
known throughout the metro area’s east

dates back to 1937 and includes 

Where to shop...
Cheese to Please  
19583 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Woods • (313) 926-6416 • cheesetoplease.com
The Corner Studio  
19565 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Woods • thecornerstudiogp.com
Conner Park 
21480 Greater Mack Ave., St. Clair Shores • (586) 420-8860 • connerpark.com
Crate and Barrel  crateandbarrel.com
edmund t. AHEE Jewelers  
20139 Mack Ave., Grosse Pointe Woods • (313) 886-4600 • ahee.com
Glitter & Scotch 
16906 Kercheval Ave., Grosse Pointe • 313) 571-3607• shopglitterandscotch.com
Hand & Stone Massage and Facial Spa
21920 Greater Mack Ave , St. Clair Shores • (586) 777-7030 • handandstone.com
Mark and Graham markandgraham.com

The gift of spring!

*Offer expires 2/15/2026. Valid at St. Clair Shores, MI spa. Promotional gift card amount varies by qualifying purchase 
level. Promotional gift card is valid only at the issuing location and expires six (6) months from date of issue. See spa 
for details and restrictions. ©2026 Hand & Stone Corp.

Pssssst. 
Take a Valentine’s hint. 

Get a $25 Gift Card 
with the purchase of 

a $100+ Gift Card*

ST. CLAIR SHORES | 586.777.7030 • 21920 Greater Mack Avenue
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Grosse Pointe Woods hosted its annual Winterfest Jan. 31, at Ghesquiere 
Park. The event featured an Olympics theme and included crafts, a DJ, a 
food truck, outdoor games and more.

Grosse Pointe Farms hosted its annual Winterfest Jan. 31, at Pier Park. 
There were games, a band, a chili cook-off, lots of ice sculptures, food 
trucks and more.

Photo story by Renee Landuyt
Grosse Pointe Woods

Grosse Pointe Farms

Above, Andy 
Backman won the 
chili cook-off with 
his chicken jalapeno 
chili, which was 
popular and went 
fast.

Left, Brothers Nate 
and Alex Laquere 
came in from the 
cold and enjoyed hot 
chocolate inside the 
tent.

Above, Siblings Clara and Jonathan Peltz tried to outscore each other 
by shooting the puck through the sharp-shooter hole in the screen.
Below, Charlie Davis, holding a snowball in her hand, thought the ice 
sculpture of a dragon was pretty cool.

WINTERFEST IN The FARMS and WOODS

Above, Olive Burrus stands on the podium 
holding a torch to open the Olympic Games.

Above, Lucy Pawlowski lets go of the felt-tipped 
arrow during an attempt to knock down a ball 
suspended by hot air fl owing out of the cone.

Middle left, two of the most popular attrac-
tions of the event were the snowhill down 
which kids continuously slid and a fi re that 
kept people warm.

Below, William Cullen tries to shoot the 
puck though one of the holes up high.

Below, Charlotte Wilkins stands by 
an Olympic-themed Winterfest sign 
that welcomed event-goers.

Photo story by Renee Landuyt
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MOVIE REVIEW
“Next Goal Wins”

2023 - Rated PG-13
1 hr 44 min
★★★★✩

Taika Waititi is one of 
my favorite directors. The 
talented New Zealand 
native is known for his 
humorous, quirky shows 
and movies. He’s a bit 
like Wes Anderson, but 
his work is more realistic 
and not as surreal. His 
television work includes 
“What We Do In The 
Shadows,” “Reservation 
Dogs,” and “Our Flag 
Means Death.” He’s espe-
cially known for films 
l i k e  “ H u n t  f o r 
Wilderpeople,” and the 
Oscar Award winning 
“Jojo Rabbit.” If you’ve 
never seen anything by 
him, I highly recommend 
looking into this prolifi c 
writer and director’s 
work. You won’t be dis-
sappointed. 

“Next Goal Wins” is the 
story of the American-
Samoan soccer team. I’ll 
readily admit, I’m not a 
huge soccer fan, but with 
fi lms like this and the hit 
TV show “Ted Lasso,” 
you don’t really have to 
be. The game is just the 
backdrop for some great 
characters and entertain-
ing story arcs. In this 

case, the fi lm is loosely 
based on true events and 
Waititi directed it and co-
wrote it with Iain Morris. 
And what a tale it is. I 
should mention that 
here’s also an older docu-
mentary about the story 
with the same title. 

Meet Dutch-American 
soccer coach Thomas 
Rongen, played by 
Michael Fassbender 
(“Shame,” “Steve Jobs”). 
His career is on a two-
year downward spiral, 
mainly due to a series of 
epic on-field tantrums 
he’s thrown. Thomas has 
been bouncing from one 
job to another. His most 
recent fi ring was as the 
head coach of the Under-
20 U.S. Men’s National 
Team. In what appears to 
be his fi nal chance, he’s 
been assigned to the 
Football Federation of 
American Samoa. The 
squad has the distinction 
of being unquestionably 
the worst team in the 
world. In 2001, the 
Samoan team was beaten 
30-0 in a qualifying match 
against Australia. And 
over the ensuing years, 
the team hasn’t improved 
one bit. 

So it’s obvious that 
Coach Rongen has his 
work cut out for him. 
This is clearly one of 

those underdog sports 
team movies we’ve seen 
countless times before. 
There aren’t a lot of sur-
prises here except for one 
major difference: I’ll tell 
you right off that the team 
doesn’t go on to win the 
World Cup. In fact, the 
ultimate goal for the play-
ers is to score just one 
goal. Not a lofty ambi-
tion, but when you see 
just how bad they are, it’s 
easily understandable. 
When you put a story like 
this in the hands of a 
visionary like Taika 
Waititi, you’re guaran-
teed to have an entertain-
ing time. 

Rongen simply can’t 
believe how inept his 
players are. They’re a 
bunch of misfits who 
barely understand the 
game. When he first 
e n c o u n t e r s  J a i y a 
(Kaimana), a transgen-
dered player, he’s not 
sure what to make of her. 
We get the sense that he’s 
never even met a trans-
gendered person before.
But as he gets acquainted 

with her, he discovers 
not only does she under-
stand the subtleties of 
the game, she knows 
the whereabouts of sev-
eral talented ex-team 
members.  The two 
become friends and 
be fore  long ,  they 
embark on a journey to 
hunt down and recruit 
the former players. 

One of the most enjoy-
able aspects of the movie 
is meeting the quirky 
players on the team. And 
as expected from a talent 
like Waititi, the dialogue 
is absolutely hilarious. 
You have to listen care-
fully (or put on the subti-

tles) or you might miss 
some of the more comical 
lines. They include little 
gems like, “Rome was 
built in a day,” and “Well, 
the chickens have come 
home to roast.” And 
there’s a scene in the 
beginning of the movie 
involving “boobs” that’s 
laugh out loud funny! I’ll 
just leave it at that. 

The whole team begins 
to  work together . 
Especially when Rongen 
introduces them to actual 
plays. And what a bunch 
of great characters they 
are. Of special note is 
Tavita, played by Oscar 
Kightley (“Moana” and 
“ H u n t  f o r  t h e 
Wilderpeople”). He’s not 
only the head of the local 
soccer association, he’s 
also the cameraman who 
films Rongen on his 
arrival to the island. His 
dry sense of humor adds 
to the charm of the fi lm. 

One of the chief things 
Coach Rongen tries to 
instill in his players is the 
love of the game. It’s 
truly not just about win-
ning, but playing for the 
shear joy of it. I.E. If 
you’re not having fun, 
what’s the point?

I enjoyed this film 
immensely. Everything 
about it was as sweet 
and charming as you’d 
expect from a movie by 
this underrated film-
maker. The cinematog-
raphy by Lachlan Milne 
captured the beauty of 
the island perfectly. 
And the  score  by 
Michael Giacchino was 
g r e a t  a s  w e l l .  I t 
includes indigenous 
choral music and lots 
of chanting — espe-
cially when the team is 
engaged in tribal dance 
routines where they try 
to instill fear in their 
enemies. In this case, 

the opposing team. 
After seeing this movie, 

I’m now motivated to 
watch all the other works 
by Mr. Waititi that I’ve 
somehow missed. I hope 
you have the same reac-
tion. This is one of those 
fi lms that is guaranteed 
to put a smile on your 
face.

Currently streaming on 
Hulu and to rent on Prime 
Video,  Apple  TV, 
YouTube, Fandango, and 
other streaming services. 

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your 
queue, you might watch 
it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually buy it! 

I f  you  have  any 
movie suggestions, feel 
free to email me at: 
dominmark@yahoo.com. 

Also, if you’re looking 
for more recommenda-
tions, be sure to check out 
my blog: moviejunkie-
mark.blogspot.com.

by Mark Domin
“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”

Movie Junkie Mark

A dejected team in the locker room.
Team drills.

Tribal war chants.

Getting the team fi red up.

Soccer practice.

Movie poster for “Next Goal Wins.”

Oscar Kightley as Tavita and Michael 
Fassbender as coach Thomas Rongen.

Coach Rongen and Jaiya (Kaimana) chatting.

                   PHOTOS COURTESY OF ARCHER’S MARK, IMAGIARIUM PRODUCTIONS AND SEARCHLIGHT PICTURES.

Left, David Fane as Ace and Michael Fassbender as Coach Thomas 
Rongen in the 2023 movie “Next Goal Wins,” written by Lain Morris 
and Taika Waititi and directed by Taika Waititi.
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Wumo Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler

Carpe Diem Niklas Eriksson

Andy Capp Reg Smythe

Flying McCoys     Glenn McCoy
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B.C. Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Crankshaft Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
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Scott Ketchum, Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton
Dennis the Menace  Hank Ketchum,

 Mother Goose and Grim Mike Peters

Beetle Bailey Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John ReinerThe Lockhorns

Bizarro     Dan Piraro and Wayno

Reality Check     Dave Whamond

“i started reading it at breakfast
and just couldn’t put it down.”

Peanuts        Charles M. Schulz

“winning or losing isn’t the point of
playing... unless it’s the super bowl!”
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thursday    Comics
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Blondie Chris and Dean Young

©
20

25
 b

y 
Ki

ng
 F

ea
yu

re
s 

Sy
nd

ic
at

e,
 In

c.
 W

or
ld

 r
ig

ht
s 

re
se

ve
d

  Ziggy Tom Wilson

Over The Hedge Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus Tony Carrilo

Wizard of Id        Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Hagar The Horrible   (Dik Browne & Chris Browne Original Creators)     Bob Webber Jr. and Gary Hallgren

“That snowman is not going to
answer you back”

Popeye Bud Sagendorf

Crock Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

 Close To Home        John McPherson

The owner of Home Depot at home.

Garfield Jim Davis

Marmaduke Paul & Brad Anderson
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Family Circus Bill and Jeff Keane

©2026 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“I don’t know how birds can go
barefoot in the snow.”
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Contract BridgeContract Bridge
ONCE IN A LIFETIME

It’s unlikely you’ll ever be dealt a 
hand as luscious as the one held by 
South in today’s deal. But, just in case 
lightning strikes twice and you do get 
such a hand — or a reasonable fac-
simile thereof — here is a word or two 
about how to bid and play it.

The bidding should be short and 
sweet. It would be pointless to indulge 
in an elaborate or extended series of 
bids. You should immediately cast 
your vote for seven spades and bid it.

The play’s not as simple as that, 
though it’s not really difficult. It’s 
obvious from the start that the grand 
slam is ice-cold unless one opponent 
has five or six hearts to the ten.

Therefore, you should — as a cau-
tious player — assume that such a 
situation exists and adapt your play 
accordingly. So, after ruffing the ace 
of diamonds, you should play one 
round of trump and then cash the 
A-K of hearts. After West shows out
without ruffing, you trump a heart in
dummy, and the rest of the tricks are
yours. Of course, you’re a bit lucky
that the second heart didn’t get ruffed, 
but then again, you were unlucky that
the hearts split badly in the first place.

It would be technically wrong — 
and in the actual case fatal — to cash 
all your trumps first and rely solely 
on a favorable heart division. Playing 
one round of trump followed by two 
rounds of hearts allows you to make 
the contract whenever it can be made.

It would be a pity to hold a hand like 
this and watch it go down the drain 
because you failed to take a mea-
sure of protection — however small 
— against a bad heart division. That 
would not be the proper way to show 
your gratitude for being dealt a once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity like this 
one.

©2026 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve BeckerWeekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
Moon Alert: After 5 a.m. 

EST today (2 a.m. PST) 
there are no restrictions to 
shopping or important 
decisions. The Moon is in 
LIBRA.

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, February 5, 
2026:

You are charming, calm 
and competent. You’re 
also sensitive, self-disci-
plined and organized. 
This year you reap the 
benefits of your hard 
work. Expect power and 
leadership. It’s a busy 
year for you! Seize oppor-
tunities and act on them. 
You will be acknowl-
edged, perhaps in the 
spotlight.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
Interactions with oth-

ers are tricky today. You 
might attract someone 
powerful to you, and this 
interaction might be 
intense, maybe even 
exhausting. Meanwhile, 
a younger friend or a 
member of a group 
might throw you a curve-
ball. Stay off your heels. 
Tonight: Listen and be 
cooperative.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

Tread carefully when 
talking to bosses, par-
ents and VIPs today, 
because  something 
could blow up in your 
face in a New York min-
ute. (It could be minor; it 
c o u l d  b e  m a j o r . ) 
Meanwhile, a discussion 
about how to improve 
your job or your health 
will be serious and worth 
consideration. Tonight: 
Get better organized.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

ISteer clear of discus-
sions about politics and 
religion. They could 
quickly escalate into an 
argument today. In fact, 
something unexpected 
might occur, possibly far 
away. Meanwhile, be 
patient during intense 
discussions with one of 
your kids or a romantic 
partner. Tonight: Enjoy 
socializing.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Double-check details 
about banking, invest-
ments, shared property, 
inheritances, taxes and 
debt. Something unex-
pected could impact these 
areas. Meanwhile, an 
intense discussion with a 
family member might 
take place. Tonight: Relax 
at home.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

Today will require diplo-
macy when dealing with 
partners, spouses and close 
friends. They might say 
something that catches you 
off guard. Today you want 
answers. You want to get 
to the bottom of some-
thing. Tonight: Important 
conversations.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Today work-related 
issues, or something to do 
with your health or a pet, 
might trigger knee-jerk 
reactions. Avoid this if you 
can. Your mind is restless, 
which is why you might 
jump to conclusions or 
make a decision without 
all the facts. Take a breath. 
Tonight: Check your 
belongings.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Parents should know 
that this is an accident-
prone day for your kids, 
which means you must 
be vigilant. Know where 
they are at all times. 
M e a n w h i l e ,  s o c i a l 
events might be can-
celed or delayed, or you 
might get an unex-
pected invitation. Avoid 
financial arguments. 
Tonight: You win!

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Do your best to keep 
peace at home today. 
Unexpected events will 
take place. Your home 
routine might be inter-
rupted because of appli-
ance breakdowns. You 
might get new technol-
ogy for your home. Could 
be anything. Be cool. 
Tonight: Enjoy solitude.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

This is a fast-paced day 
and your energy is a bit 
nervous. Be careful, 
because an accident 
could happen due to a 
distraction. Discussions 
with others are powerful 
and perhaps surprising. 
Keep your wits about 
you today, for your own 
sake.  Tonight :  Be 
friendly.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

You have the atten-
tion of others today, 
especially if you want to 
assert your ideas about 
fi nancial matters, earn-
ings, cash fl ow or some-
thing that you own. 
People will listen to you. 
Something unexpected 
might occur that affects 
your assets. Be obser-
vant. Tonight: You’re 
noticed.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Avoid arguments with 
others that might erupt 
today, because your 
mind is a bit excited. 
(Arguments don’t have to 
happen.) Nevertheless, 
you have strong opinions 
when it comes to foreign 
countries, ideologies, 
politics and religion. You 
always have strong ideas 
about global issues —
you want to save the 
world before bedtime. 
Tonight: Explore!

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

This is a restless day for 
you. You might fi nd your-
self at odds with a daily 
contact, sibling, relative 
or neighbor. Strong feel-
ings about shared costs, 
shared responsibilities or 
how to divide something 
in a fair manner also 
might be a major concern 
for you today. (These are 
touchy subjects!) Tonight: 
Check your fi nances.

BORN TODAY
Actor, humanitarian 

Michael Sheen (1969), 
actress Laura Linney 
(1964), actor Henry 
Golding (1987).
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Complete the
grid so every row,
column and 3 x 3
box contains
every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

Previous puzzle
solution

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

2/5

Weekly   ChallengeWeekly   Challenge

Universal Crossword

ACROSS
1 ___-AFTRA 

(labor union)
4 Up to, for 

short
7 Leaning  

locale
 11 Leave in oak 

barrels, e.g.
 12 Rational
 13 Line that 

intersects a 
curve at  
multiple points

 15 “Alright” by 
Kendrick 
Lamar?

 17 Size up  
from Venti

 18 Dodge
 19 Singer  

Fitzgerald
 21 

brother
 22 Strap for 

Blitzen
 23 “Chattanooga 

Choo Choo” 
by Glenn 
Miller?

 25 Org. that 
Sweden 
joined in 2024

 27 ___-Ball 
(coin-op 
game)

 28 
nickname

 30 Formal tie
 33 Actress 

Watts
 37 “867-5309/

Jenny” by 
Tommy 
Tutone?

 40 Reject  
something

 41 Present with 
an award, 
perhaps

 42 Utah  

org.

 43 Sand mound
 45 Home 

update, 
informally

 47 “Zombie”  
by the  
Cranberries?

 52 It can be a 
“triple” jump

 55 Russian 
range or river

 56 Andy who 
coaches 
Travis Kelce

 57 Cathedral 
topper

 58 Hockey 
legend Serge 
known for his 
“spin-o-rama”

 60 Cheaply ... 
or how 15-, 
23-, 37- or 
47-Across is 
clued?

 62 Thrills
 63 Toga party 

house
 64 

MA and PA
 65 It goes  

downhill fast
 66 Japanese 

dough
 67 The Cards, 

on MLB 
tickers

DOWN
1 Less risky
2 Nimble
3 For real
4 Greek T
5 ___ tube 

(water park 

6 “Futurama” 
mutant 
voiced by 
Katey Sagal

7 Each
8 Blizzards, for 

the most part
9 

capital

 10 Caper
 12 Sault ___ 

Marie,  
Ontario

 13 Reeked to 
high heaven

 14 Warm  
weather top

 16 Krabappel 
who teaches 
Bart Simpson

 20 “Pay  
attention!”

 23 Reggae  
musician 
Peter

 24 Academic 
employment 
guarantee

 26 Surrender,  
in wrestling

 28 “___ on like 
Donkey 
Kong!”

 29 Mauna ___
 31 Stick together
 32 Singer Yoko
 34 Extremely 

unpleasant
 35 Blah
 36 Not virtually, 

for short

 38 Goes long, 
like a 
meeting

 39 Social  
standard

 44 Candy that 
looks like 
aquarium 
gravel

 46 
 47 

inspiration
 48 Tests  

requiring  
no pencil

 49 Maritime
 50 Two shakes 

tail
 51 Love very 

much
 53 ___ Stavro 

Blofeld (Bond 
villain)

 54 Permitted
 57 Parked it
 59 

in a classic 
poem

 61 Campaigned

Edited by David Steinberg February 5, 2026

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER
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New Music by Daniel Hrynick2/5
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The annual MIHL 
Showcase once again 
brought some of the best 
teams and talent from 
around Michigan and the 
Midwest to compete in 
Trenton last week. The 
boys varsity hockey 
teams from University 
Liggett School and 
Grosse Pointe South 
each played a pair of 
games in the showcase 
and while results were 
mixed, the tough tests 
both teams faced could 
prove to be valuable with 
the playoffs approach-
ing. 

University Liggett
The Knights began the 

showcase Thursday, Jan. 
29, with a game against 
Clarkston. Continuing a 
winning streak that 
dated back to November, 
Liggett was able to come 
away with a 4-1 victory 
over the Wolves in what 
it hoped would be a 
strong start to the week-
end. 

Landen Maltby opened 
the scoring for the 
Knights, with another 
goal by Griffi n Marchal 
helping Liggett end the 
first period with a 2-0 
advantage. Clarkston 
scored its lone goal of 
the game in the second 
period to reduce Liggett’s 

lead to one going into the 
final frame. Johnny 
Secco and Nick Gould 
sealed the game with 
goals in the third period 
for the Knights. 

L igge t t ’ s  second 
matchup of the showcase 
came Saturday, Jan. 31, 
against Houghton. The 
Knights went head-to-

head against the Upper 
Peninsula foe with both 
teams among the top 10 
in Division 3 in the 
Michigan High School 
H o c k e y  C o a c h e s 
Association rankings. 
The highly anticipated 
meet ing  wi th  the 
Gremlins did not bring 
the result the Knights 

wanted, however, as 
Liggett’s long winning 
streak was snapped in a 
10-5 defeat.

“We’re going to take 
the positives out of this, 
because maybe we 
needed a loss before the 
s tate  tournament ,” 
Liggett boys hockey 
coach Colin Smith said 

following his team’s fi rst 
defeat since Nov. 21. 
“(Houghton) is a really 
good team and I have to 
tip my cap to them. They 
play fast and get to the 
dirty areas. We could 
honestly learn a lot from 
that team because they 
play how we’re trying to 
play.”

Goals came early and 
often between Liggett 
and Houghton last 
Saturday morning. Secco 
and Luke Slanec both 
found the back of the net 
for the Knights in the 
fi rst period, but the team 
went into the locker 
room trailing 3-2. 

Secco tied the game 
early in the second 
period with his second of 
three goals. However, 
the Gremlins struck back 
quickly with two goals 
separated by less than a 
minute. Secco completed 
his hat trick to put the 
Knights back within one, 
but Houghton answered 
yet again. Gould contin-
ued the back-and-forth 
with another Liggett 
goal, but the Gremlins 
were able to punctuate a 
high-scoring second 
period with a late short-
handed goal to make 
their lead 7-5. 

After trying to keep up 
with Houghton’s pace 
offensively in the first 
two periods, Liggett was 
shut out in the third 
period. The Gremlins 
added three more goals 
to their lead to end the 
Knights’ streak of victo-
ries. 

“(Houghton) killed us 
with their speed,” Smith 
said. “They chipped the 
puck past us with multi-

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Liggett, South boys hockey teams 
face challenges at MIHL Showcase

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Liggett’s Johnny Secco (No. 24) gets high-fi ves from his teammates after completing a hat trick in the 
Knights’ loss to Houghton at the MIHL Showcase Saturday, Jan. 31.

See HOCKEY, page 3D

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 

As a senior captain of 
Grosse Pointe South var-
sity boys hockey, nothing 
is more important to 
Lucas Reynolds than the 
team. He has endured 
injuries, losses and 
c o a c h i n g  c h a n g e s 
throughout his career, 
but Reynolds knows one 
of the biggest things he 
can do his senior sea-
son is help set up the 
program for a bright 
future.

“I really love being 
able to be a role model 
to the younger kids,” 
he said. “All of the 
seniors work together 
and we want to bring the 
team together as a whole. 
We want to have a family. 
We want the younger 
players to look up to the 
older guys. We still want 
the older guys to keep 
learning and developing, 
too, but it’s like one big 
family. Being in a leader-
ship role really brings the 
whole thing together.”

Reynolds is the type of 
player with a team-fi rst 

mentality that makes him 
a great captain. The fact 
he leads South in assists 
with 12 this sea-
son is a testa-
ment to that 
fact as well. 
H i s  1 2 

assists lead the Blue 
Devils and, combined 
with his nine goals, give 
him 21 points this season 

— good for second 
overall on the team. 

“Lucas is a great 
leader and teammate 
both on and off the 

ice,” said assistant 
coach Just in 
Kovacs. “He’s a 
kid you love to 

work with 
everyday 

a n d 

truly deserves to be ath-
lete of the week.”

It does not matter 
where Reynolds ends up 
on the stat sheet after 
games. Scoring goals is 

nice, of course, but in the 
end it counts the same as 
an assist. That is what 
Reynolds tries to remem-
ber, knowing that mak-
ing the right play with the 
puck rather than a selfi sh 
one most likely is going 
to be better for the team.

“It’s definitely about 
playmaking,” Reynolds 
said about how he 

approaches hockey. 
“... I want my 

teammates 
and my 

l i n e -
mates to 
succeed as 
well. It’s not only 
about goals. Goals 
and assists are worth the 

same amount of points 
and that’s how I look at it. 
If I get an assist and my 
teammate scores, I’m 
happy about that because 
it’s about making the 
right plays and not being 
selfi sh with the puck.”

Something that has 
made Reynolds even 

more focused on 
being a team player 
is the infl uence of a 

new head coach this sea-

son. Ben Warda has 
taken over behind the 
bench for South hockey 
this season. While there 
may be more tallies in the 
loss column for the Blue 
Devils, Reynolds can see 
himself and his team-
mates buying into 
Warda’s vision for the 
program. 

Reynolds may only get 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Legendary Lucas
•  Second on South boys hockey with 21 points 

(9 G, 12 A)

•  Senior captain of South varsity boys hockey

Reynolds puts team above everything for South hockey

ATH ETE

Lucas ReynoldsLucas Reynolds
School: Grosse Pointe South
Sport: Hockey
Sponsored by Fairway Packing Co.

PHOTO BY LEON HALIP

Lucas Reynolds carries the puck through the neu-
tral zone for South in a game against Grosse Pointe 
North Jan. 24. Reynolds scored a hat trick in the 8-4 
win for the Blue Devils. See ATHLETE, page 2D
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Submit your
nominee
today!

ATHLETE

to experience one season 
under the new coach, but 
he has been enjoying 
every game and practice 
getting to work together.

“He’s made hockey 
more fun and he’s going 
to continue to do that,” 
Reynolds said. “... He’s 
really focused on the 
players as a whole. He 
works with us before 
practice and after prac-
tice and always has stuff 
going on in the spring or 
summer. He’s really 
working for the pro-
gram.”

The coach agrees. 
“Lucas is a natural leader 
and someone that his 
teammates respect and 
want to be around,” 
Warda said. “He’s an 

example of why us 
coaches want to coach.”

With only a month or 
so remaining in his fi nal 
season with South 
hockey, Reynolds is try-
ing to leave his mark on 
the program as a leader. 
He knows the program is 

in good hands with 
Warda, but wants his leg-
acy as a Blue Devil to last 
long after he is gone. 

What could help would 
be a nice accolade to add 
to Reynold’s resume, but 
also a deep playoff run 
with his South team that 

still feels like it has some-
thing to prove.

“I set the goal of want-
ing to make that All-State 
team and working toward 
that every day,” Reynolds 
said. “We want to make a 
run in the playoffs and be 
a team that’s tough to 

play against and right 
now, I think we’re close 
to achieving that.”

It comes down to the 
old adage that a team 
wants to play its best 
when the games matter 
the most. South is quickly 
approaching that point in 
the season with the play-
offs on the horizon. 
Reynolds believes his 
team can get there by 
doing what they have 
done best so far: working 
together. 

“It’s all for one and one 
for all,” he said. “We all 
want to work together. 
We all want to be together 
and we all have the same 
goals in mind. It’s all 
about puck movement 
and keeping a solid struc-
ture — that’s key — and 
not being selfi sh on the 
ice.”

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D

PHOTO BY LEON HALIP

Cousins Lucas Reynolds, left, and Audrey Reynolds each serve as senior cap-
tains of the Grosse Pointe South boys and girls varsity hockey teams.

T
here has 
been plenty 
of discus-
sion the 
last few 
years about 

the impact of college 
athletes being able to 
market themselves 
through Name, Image 
and Likeness (NIL) 
deals .  Now,  in 
Michigan, that conver-
sation extends to high 
school student-athletes. 

L a s t  w e e k ,  t h e 
Michigan High School 
Athletic Association 
(MHSAA) made a major 
announcement that it is 
expanding the ability 
for high school student-
athletes in Michigan to 
seek NIL opportunities, 
or “Personal Branding 
Activities” (PBA), as the 
MHSAA calls them. 
While it seems like a 
landmark decision, it 
actually has become 
commonplace recently, 
with Michigan now 
joining the large num-
ber of states that allow 

high school athletes to 
seek NIL opportunities. 

In its announcement 
of the new policy, the 
MHSAA worded things 
carefully to make it all 
make sense. Schools 
are not allowed to 
arrange or promote NIL 
deals  for  athletes . 
Athletes cannot use any 
school branding (logos, 
uniforms, etc.) in what-
ever promotional activi-
ties they take part in. 
All NIL arrangements 
must be disclosed to the 
MHSAA and meet the 
organization’s guide-
lines. 

I have been an advo-
cate for college athletes 

being able to market 
themselves and seek 
NIL deals because they 
generate plenty of rev-
enue for the schools 
and athletic depart-
ments they represent. It 
is only fair that they get 
a piece of the pie for 
their efforts. 

At the high school 
level, however, things 
become a bit trickier. 
While high school ath-
letes certainly help 
bring attention to their 
schools  and teams 
through their perfor-
mance, high school ath-
l e t i c s  i s  n o t  a 
billion-dollar industry 
on the level of major 
college sports. That is 
why, at least for now, I 
believe this new policy 
by the MHSAA will only 
have an immediate 
impact on the state’s 
t o p  a t h l e t e s  a n d 
recruits. 

The main example 
that comes to mind is 
former Belleville High 
School football star and 

current University of 
Michigan quarterback 
Bryce Underwood. If 
this policy had gone 
into effect a couple of 
years ago, Underwood 
undoubtedly  would 
have had plenty of NIL 
opportuni t ies  f rom 
which to choose. NIL 
opportunities will likely 
find the top players first 
and it could take some 
time before we see 
things become more 
spread out to a wider 
range of athletes. 

The biggest thing the 
MHSAA needs to focus 
on is making sure high 
school athletes are pro-
tected in all of this. 
Unlike with college 
sports ,  many high 
school athletes are not 
legally adults yet and 
the introduction of NIL 
can bring with it people 
who may try to take 
advantage of athletes 
and their image for 
their own personal 
gain. 

We have seen cases of 

college athletes being 
caught up in scams sur-
rounding NIL or becom-
ing involved with people 
who do not have their 
best interests at heart. 
The MHSAA has to be 
careful about not letting 
those sorts of things 
happen to high school 
athletes. The organiza-
tion seems to be highly 
focused on that based 
on what it states in the 
policy. Whether that 
truly remains the case 
will have to be seen. A 
large amount of respon-
sibility also rests on the 
families of these ath-
letes to make sure what-
ever NIL opportunities 
come along put the ath-
lete’s best interests 
first. 

It also remains to be 
seen whether busi-
nesses and promoters 
believe investing in 
high school athletes is a 
good idea. I would not 
be surprised if many 
places approach it with 
caution, perhaps wait-

ing to see how others do 
with their NIL activities 
with high school ath-
letes before trying any-
t h i n g  t h e m s e l v e s . 
However, it could pres-
ent some opportunities 
for businesses to pro-
mote things at a local-
i z e d  l e v e l  i n 
c o m m u n i t i e s  l i k e 
Grosse Pointe. 

There have been 
plenty of gray areas 
when it comes to NIL, 
ever since it was intro-
duced in major college 
sports, and that extends 
to the high school level 
now. The policy is still 
very new. Who knows 
when we will begin to 
see promotions popping 
up highlighting high 
school athletes? What 
matters most for the 
MHSAA, promoters, 
athletes and their fami-
lies is exercising cau-
tion and keeping in 
mind what is most 
important: the safety of 
these great young ath-
letes.

Michigan approves NIL deals for 
high school athletes. What now?

I  S AY  —  S P O R T S  E D I T I O N  By Mike Adzima

PUBLIC NOTICE - ORDINANCE NO. 469
Please take notice that the City Council of the City of 
Grosse Pointe has passed Ordinance No. 469 adding Article 
X to Chapter 18 of the Grosse Pointe Code of Ordinances 
regulating virtual currency machines through registration 
and licensing.  This Ordinance will become effective ten 
days after the publication of this Notice.  The complete 
text of Ordinance No. 469 is available at Grosse Pointe 
City Hall, 17147 Maumee, Grosse Pointe, MI, Mon.-Fri.,  
8 am to 4:30 pm.  Telephone 313-885-5800.

Christopher M. Hardenbrook,
City Clerk

GPN: 2/5/26

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
2026 MARCH BOARD OF REVIEW DATES

The City of Harper Woods 2026 Board of Review will conduct hearings on the following dates 
for appeals from citizens, regarding the 2026 assessment, at City Hall, 19617 Harper Ave.    All 
appeals are by appointment, in-person or submitted in writing. Letters of appeal must be received 
by March 23, 2026 by 3:00 p.m.  Postmarks are not accepted. Please call (313) 343-2527 to 
schedule an appointment.

Appointment Dates for Hearing:

Monday  March 9, 2026  1:00 pm Organizational Meeting
  Hearings 2:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Monday  March 23, 2026  Hearings 9:00 am - 3:00 pm

All persons protesting their assessment must complete a petition (form 618) L-4035) 
which can be obtained at City Hall or at the time of appointment or on the City website:  
www.harperwoodscity.org under the Assessing Department; Board of Review Information.

The tentative ratios and the estimated multipliers for each class of real property and personal 
property for 2026 are as follows:

 Agricultural ....................50.00%
 Commercial  ...................45.66%
 Industrial  .......................47.66%
 Residential  .....................46.47%
 Timber-Cutover  .............50.00%
 Developmental  ..............50.00%
 Personal Property  ..........50.00%

_______________________
Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk

Published: GPN, Feb. 5, Feb. 19, & Mar. 5 2026

‘We all want to work together.
We all want to be together and
we all have the same goals in mind.’
 LUCAS REYNOLDS, SENIOR, GP SOUTH HOCKEY 
CAPTAIN

STATE OF MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT

OAKLAND COUNTY
In the matter of DaMarcus H. Rice, a minor

Case No. 2026-430624-LG

NOTICE OF HEARING A hearing will be held on 
February 11, 2026, at 10:30 a.m. at the Oakland County 
Probate Court, 1200 N. Telegraph Road, Pontiac, Michigan 
48341, regarding a Petition for Limited Guardianship.

Petitioner: Charmaine Hill
Minor Child: DaMarcus H. Rice, DOB: 02/03/2009

The whereabouts of DaMarcus R. Rice, parent of the 
minor child, are unknown. Notice is being published 
pursuant to Michigan law.

The parent has the right to appear and contest  
the petition. Failure to appear may result in the  
court granting the petition.

Charmaine Hill
P.O. Box 813
Frisco, Texas
313-468-0698     GPN: 2/5/26
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The winter sports season is heating up. If you’re looking 

for a place to keep up with all the action, look no further 

than @GPNewssports on Instagram.

Our page is dedicated to providing fans around the 

Pointes and beyond with the latest news and features 

surrounding Grosse Pointe North, Grosse Pointe South 

and University Liggett sports. 

Best of all, you can be part of the action too!

Send your best sports photos and moments to our

DMs for a chance to be featured on our page and in the 

sports section of the Grosse Pointe News.

Follow us today! 

F

Plenty has gone right 
for the University Liggett 
School varsity boys bas-
ketball team this winter. 
In the fi rst season under 
head coach Jaylen 
Rutherford, the Knights 
already clinched the 
CHSL Intersectional I 
Division regular season 
title and did it by having 
clutch performances in 
close games. Liggett 
found itself in another 
matchup that came down 
to the wire Friday, Jan. 
30, but found itself on 
the wrong end this time 
in a 65-63 loss to Everest 
Collegiate. 

Last Friday’s thriller 
was the fourth of 
Liggett’s last five con-
tests to be decided by 
three points or less. The 
K n i g h t s  a n d 
Mountaineers were 

evenly matched through-
out much of the night, 
but it was Everest who 
had the upper hand in 
the fi rst half. 

Points were not hard 
to come by, especially 
early on, as Everest led 
19-13 at the end of the 
fi rst quarter. Shots con-
tinued to fall for both 
sides in the second quar-
ter and the Knights 
closed the gap, narrow-
ing the defi cit to just two 
points and trailing 37-35 
going into the break. 

Liggett came out of the 
halftime locker room 
looking to take control 
of the game. The Knights 
went on a third-quarter 
surge, largely led by a 
fl urry of points by senior 
Javion Gray, and took 
the lead to pull ahead 
51-45 going into the 
fourth quarter. 

Everest showed it was 
not going to go down 

easy, however. The 
Mountaineers climbed 
back in the fourth quar-
ter and took the game 
down to the wire. With 
the score tied at 63 
apiece in the fi nal sec-
onds, Everest made the 
game-winning shot with 
six seconds on the clock. 
Liggett’s fi nal attempt to 
tie the game at the 
buzzer came up short, 
a l l o w i n g  t h e 
Mountaineers to escape 
with the win. 

Gray continued a 
string of strong perfor-
mances for the Knights 
with 23 points in the 
loss. Justin Gibson also 
reached double digits for 
Liggett with 15 points. 

The Knights visited 
Oakland  Chr is t ian 
Wednesday, Feb. 4, after 
press time. The team 
hosts Lutheran North 
Thursday, Feb. 12, with 
tip off at 7:00 p.m.

Loss to Everest 
does not shake 
Liggett’s hopes
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Senior Javion Gray led Liggett with 23 points in the team’s loss to Everest 
Collegiate Friday, Jan. 30. 

ple odd-man rushes. 
They are hard to get 
loose pucks. When we 
pinched, we didn’t have 
that same type of support 
that we’ve had all year 
long. … It was multiple 
things that got us.”

The Knights went on 
the road to face Gibraltar 
Carlson after press time 
Wednesday, Feb. 4. They 
go on the road again 
Saturday, Feb. 7, taking 

on U of D Jesuit at Hazel 
Park Ice Arena. Puck 
drop is scheduled for 5 
p.m.

Grosse Pointe South
South’s first game of 

the MIHL Showcase 
Thursday, Jan. 29, came 
against Bowling Green, 
which made the trip up 
to The Mitten from Ohio. 
Despite a late attempted 
comeback, the Blue 
Devils were unable to 
fi nish in a 3-2 loss to the 
Bobcats. 

Bowling Green was up 

3-0 in the third period 
before South finally 
broke through. Charlie 
Winkler got the Blue 
Devils on the board and 
his goal was quickly fol-
lowed by another from 
Charlie Bunn. With two 
quick goals late in the 
game, South was unable 
to muster a third before 
time ran out. 

South returned to the 
showcase Saturday, Jan. 
31, and found itself in 
another close game. This 
time, the Blue Devils 
came out on top with a 

4-3 win in a shootout 
against Plymouth. 

The Blue Devils once 
again had to come from 
behind in Saturday’s 
game. Things were tied 
1-1 after the fi rst period, 
with South’s goal coming 
from Winkler,  but 
Plymouth built a 3-1 lead 

into the third period. 
Liam Bernard and Cole 

Zaccagni eventually 
helped South tie the 
game in the fi nal frame. 
As the game progressed 
to a shootout, Liam 
O’Donoghue scored the 
game-winner for South, 
giving the Blue Devils a 

fourth victory in their 
last fi ve games. 

South visited De La 
Salle Collegiate after 
press time Wednesday, 
Feb. 4. The Blue Devils 
are away again Friday, 
Feb. 6, facing U of D 
Jesuit at Hazel Park Ice 
Arena at 6:30 p.m.

HOCKEY:
Continued from page 1D

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Nick Gould sends the puck into the attacking zone for Liggett against 
Houghton Saturday, Jan. 31.

Connecting 
buyers & sellers

all around 
Lake St. Clair

Call me today if 
you’re looking to 
make a move!

JUST LISTED CANAL FRONT

22609 LANGE ST - ST CLAIR SHORES

01
15

26
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Bulldogs earn historic Silver Stick victory
The 2013 Detroit Bulldogs were victorious in the 12U AA International Silver Stick championship Sunday, Jan. 25, becoming the first Bulldogs team since 2013 
to claim the title. The Bulldogs ended up on top in the tournament, which included 16 teams from across North America, defeating the Mississauga Beast 5-3 in 
the championship game. The team’s roster includes Ben Damman, Wesley Marchal, Brian Maloney, Brayden Rajt, Blake Steiner, Zander Steiner, Grayson 
Winkler, Connor Quinn, Jason Saxton-Bowen (G), Jaxon Vagts, Joey Manzella, Johnny Ostrowski (G), Lucas Stano, Mathew Medvedev, Nik Leshkevich, Ryan 
Ruokis and Truman Boyette, with coaches Jared Dedenbach and Nathan Steiner. 

COURTESY PHOTO

HITS & HIGHLIGHTS
D ZONE 
BASKETBALL
The D Zone Playoff Tune-Up Showcase returns to 
Grosse Pointe South Saturday, Feb. 7. The showcase 
will include seven high school varsity boys basketball 
games throughout the day beginning at 11 a.m. Both 
Grosse Pointe North and Grosse Pointe South will be in 
action to represent the Pointes. The Norsemen take on 
Eisenhower at 6:30 p.m., followed by South matching 
up against Detroit University Prep at 8 p.m.

GIRLS VARSITY BASKETBALL
Grosse Pointe South varsity girls basketball suffered its fourth 
consecutive loss last Thursday, Jan. 29, falling 56-41 at home against 
Port Huron. The Blue Devils hosted crosstown rival Grosse Pointe 
North after press time Wednesday, Feb. 4. They are in action again on 
the road Friday, Feb. 6, against Eisenhower. 

University Liggett School’s girls varsity basketball team picked up a narrow win Friday, Jan. 
30, on the road against Riverview Gabriel Richard 26-23. The Knights host Cranbrook-

Kingswood Friday, Feb. 6, at 6:30 p.m.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Grosse Pointe Woods 
Planning Commission, under the provisions of Public Act 110 of 
2006, MCL 125.3101 as amended, and Grosse Pointe Woods City 
Code of 2022 Chapter 50, Article 7, Section 50-7.15, will hold a 
Public Hearing on Tuesday, February 24, 2026 at 7:00 p.m., at City 
Hall in the Council Chamber/Courtroom (20025 Mack Plaza Drive, 
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236) for the purpose of considering a 
special land use at 21043 Mack Avenue (Parcel ID: 40-003-06-0095-
000). The subject site is zoned the C, Commercial Business District 
where fast food and carry out restaurants (Dunkin’ Donuts, with a 
Baskin Robbins) are a special land use. No drive-thru is permitted, 
dining is take-out or within the restaurant.
All interested persons are invited to attend and will be given the 
opportunity for public comment. The public may appear in person 
or be represented by counsel. Written comments will be received in 
the City Clerk’s Office at 20025 Mack Plaza Drive, Grosse Pointe 
Woods, MI 48236, or at cityclerk@gpwmi.us up to close of business 
preceding the hearing. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary 
aids or services at the meeting should contact the Grosse Pointe Woods 
Clerk’s Office at (313) 343-2440 seven days prior to the meeting. The 
agenda and pertinent documents will be available at www.gpwmi.us.
For additional project information, contact the Building and Planning 
Department at (313) 343-2426 or e-mail: building@gpwmi.us.

 Paul P. Antolin
 City Clerk

G.P.N.: 02/05/26

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Grosse Pointe Woods 
City Council, under the provisions of Public Act 110 of 2006, MCL 
125.3101 as amended, and Grosse Pointe Woods City Code of 2022 
Chapter 50, Article 7, Section 50-7.15, will hold a Public Hearing on 
Monday, February 23, 2026 at 7:00 p.m., at City Hall in the Council 
Chamber/Courtroom (located at 20025 Mack Plaza Drive, Grosse 
Pointe Woods, MI 48236) for the purpose of considering a special 
land use at 21800 Marter Road (Parcel ID 001 99 0001 000). The 
property is zoned CF, Community Facilities District, and is located 
south of the border of St. Clair Shores, east of Marter Road and west 
of River Road, and is intersected by the Milk River. The applicant 
requests to develop a private indoor sport facility, which extends 
partially into Grosse Pointe Woods from St. Clair Shores.
The Planning Commission recommended approval of the Special 
Land Use, with conditions, to the City Council. The corresponding 
site plan will also be reviewed by City Council at this time.
All interested persons are invited to attend and will be given the 
opportunity for public comment. The public may appear in person 
or be represented by counsel. Written comments will be received in 
the City Clerk’s Office at 20025 Mack Plaza Drive, Grosse Pointe 
Woods, MI 48236, or at cityclerk@gpwmi.us up to close of business 
preceding the hearing. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary 
aids or services at the meeting should contact the Grosse Pointe Woods 
Clerk’s Office at (313) 343-2440 seven days prior to the meeting. The 
agenda and pertinent documents will be available at www.gpwmi.us.
For additional project information, contact the Building and Planning 
Department at (313) 343-2426 or e-mail: building@gpwmi.us.

 Paul P. Antolin
 City Clerk
G.P.N.: 02/05/26

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that in accordance with Chapter 8, 
Buildings and Building Regulations, Article IX, Fences of the City 
Code of the City of Grosse Pointe Woods, the City Council will hold 
a public hearing (in accordance with Section 8-284) in the Council 
Chambers/Courtroom of the Robert E. Novitke Municipal Center, 
20025 Mack Plaza Drive, on Monday, February 23, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. 
to hear two fence exception requests:

1.  611 Shoreham Road. Request to install a six-foot-in-height 
wooden fence within the front yard. Exception to Section 8-280: 
Front Yard Fences.

2.  809 Fairford Road. Request to install a four-foot-in-height 
metal fence within the front yard (Fairford Rd.) and within the 
side yard (W. William Ct.). Exception to Sections 8-280: Front 
Yard Fences and 8-282: Side Yard Fences.

All interested persons are invited to attend and will be given the 
opportunity for public comment. The public may appear in person 
or be represented by counsel. Written comments will be received in 
the City Clerk’s Office at 20025 Mack Plaza Drive, Grosse Pointe 
Woods, MI 48236, or at cityclerk@gpwmi.us up to close of business 
preceding the hearing. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary 
aids or services at the meeting should contact the Grosse Pointe Woods 
Clerk’s Office at (313) 343-2440 seven days prior to the meeting. The 
agenda and pertinent documents will be available at www.gpwmi.us.
For additional project information, contact the Building and Planning 
Department at (313) 343-2426 or e-mail: building@gpwmi.us.

 Paul P. Antolin
 City Clerk
G.P.N.: 02/05/26

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

UNIFIED BASKETBALL
Ethan Clark on North’s Unified team works a layup for two points. The final score of the 
game was South 56, North 50.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT
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By Mike Adzima

Super Bowl week is here, 
and this year’s big game 

is a matchup that many prob-
ably would not have predicted 
back when the season began. 
After a long, grueling drought 
of seven years that I am sure 
was very tough on their fan-

base, the New England Patri-
ots are back in the big game. 
We might not even know yet if 
the Patriots are even really any 
good based on their strength 
of schedule this season and 
in the playoffs, yet here they 
are with the chance to win 
a seventh championship. 
 In their way are the Seattle 

Seahawks. Seattle has looked 
like one of the league’s most 
dominant teams from start to 
fi nish with a stifl ing defense, 
an offense fi lled with weapons 
and led by QB Sam Darnold who 
has fully resurrected his career. 
 Everything comes down to 
the big game in Santa Clara, 
Calif. Sunday, Feb. 8. Will the 

Seahawks prove their domi-
nance, or will the Patriots be-
come the fi rst franchise to lift 
the Lombardi Trophy seven 
times? The Grosse Pointe 
News asked some of the best 
sports minds from around the 
Pointes to give their predic-
tions for who will come out on 
top. 

Coaches predict Super Bowl LX winner

Dan Griesbaum Sr.
Head Coach, Varsity Baseball,
GP South

Winner: Seahawks
 Final Score: 24-17
 MVP: Sam Darnold 

Chad Hepner
Head Coach, Varsity Football, 
GP South

Winner: Seahawks
 Final Score: 24-21 
 MVP: Kenneth Walker III
“Despite the Patriots defense playing 
outstanding in the playoffs, Kenneth 
Walker III is going to be too tough to 
stop..”

Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Winner: Seahawks
Final Score: 24-17 
MVP: Jaxon Smith-Njigba
“I do like Drake Maye, but, like much of 
America, I think it is still too soon for the 
Patriots to win again. Thankfully, I think 
Seattle’s strong defense slows down 
New England and frustrates Maye. The 
Seahawks have the better roster and 
talent on both sides of the ball. If Sam 
Darnold can play a clean game like he 
has throughout the playoffs so far, then I 
think Seattle could win easily..”

Jay Ricci
Head Coach, Varsity Baseball, 
University Liggett 

Winner: Seahawks
Final Score: 27-17
MVP: Sam Darnold
“The Minnesota Vikings kept the wrong 
QB.”

Taylor Shaheen
Head Coach, Girls
Varsity Ice Hockey,
GP North

Winner: Patriots
Final Score: 27-24
MVP: Drake Maye

GJoe Drouin
Head Coach, Varsity
Football, GP North

Winner: Seahawks
Final Score: 37-28
MVP: Kenneth Walker III

GUEST PICKERSGUEST PICKERS

Amy Zaranek 
Gaidis
Head Coach, Softball,
GP North

Winner: Seahawks
 Final Score: 21-14
MVP: Kenneth Walker III
“I wish the Lions were playing!” 

A

Mike Costanzo
Head Coach, Boys 
Lacrosse, University Liggett

Winner: Seahawks
Final Score: 34-31  
MVP: Jaxon Smith-Njigba
“Two great defenses and QBs having 
career seasons. I like Smith-Njibga 
to be the MVP and a big difference 
maker.”

Phil Kozlowski
Head coach, Varsity 
Baseball, GP North

Winner: Patriots
Final Score: 27-24
 MVP: Drake Maye
“I think Maye will give Seattle problems 
with his feet and ability to make plays 
out of the pocket.”

Rob Blum
Head Coach, Varsity
Boys Hockey, GP North

Winner: Seahawks
 Final Score: 24-17
MVP: Kenneth Walker III

Bill Fleming
Head Coach, Varsity 
Softball, GP South

Winner: Seahawks
Final Score: 34-21  
 MVP: Sam Darnold
“Seattle will become the new NFL 
dynasty with a convincing win over New 
England.”

Rob Johnson
Head coach, Boys Varsity 
Basketball, GP North

 Winner: Seahawks
Final Score: 27-17   
MVP: Jaxon Smith-Njigba

R
H
B

Amanda Amine
Head Coach, Girls Lacrosse 
& Field Hockey, University 
Liggett

Winner: Seahawks
Final Score: 27-17
MVP: Kenneth Walker III
“The Seahawks’ defense will slow down 
Drake Maye and the Patriots, while 
Kenneth Walker III will rush for over 100 
yards and multiple TD’s.”

John Fodell
Head Coach, Boys & Girls 
Varsity Swim & Dive,
GP South

Winner: Seahawks
Final Score: 34-21  
 MVP: Sam Darnold

Ben Warda
Head Coach, Boys Varsity
Hockey, GP South

Winner: Seahawks
Final Score: 28-24
MVP: Jaxon Smith-Njibga
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Directory of ServiceS
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

Classified advertising
YOUR CONTACT AND BILLING INFORMATION

NAME:

STREET ADDRESS:

CITY:                                                         STATE:                ZIP:

PHONE

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

CARD NO:                                                                 EXP. DATE:

Prepayment is required. We accept credit cards, cash and check.

Place an Order
MAIL OR FAX THIS FORM (OR PLACE AN ORDER ON OUR WEB SITE)
Grosse Pointe News
Mail: Classified Advertising, 16980 Kercheval Pl., Grosse Pointe, MI 48230

YOUR ADVERTISEMENT

CLASSIFICATION NAME:

Phone: (313) 882-6900 Ext. 4  Fax: (313) 882-1585

Web: grossepointenews.com 

Email: classifieds@grossepointenews.com

$25 FOR 35 WORDS. ADDITIONAL WORDS, .30¢ EACH. CALL FOR COLOR!

NO. OF WEEKS:                  X    COST PER WEEK:                =    TOTAL:                  

35                      $25.00

40                      $26.5039                      $26.2038                      $25.9037                      $25.6036                      $25.30

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 4 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required.
We accept credit cards, cash  
and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WORD ADS:
35 words for $25.00;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP
We reserve the right to classify 
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves 
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CORRECTIONS
AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified 
advertising errors is limited to either  
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error. 
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue.  
We assume no responsibility for the 
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M. 

719 RENT WITH OPTION
TO BUY

487 CHALMERS ST.
Detroit, MI 48215

Rent or Buy
3 bedroom,
1 1/2 Bath,

clean fireplaces,
den/ office,
kitchenette,

hardwood floors,
privacy fencing,

air, etc...
$1,650+ deposit+

$250 cleaning
fee deposit.

Buy for
$225,000.

(313)530-8825

Property For Rent

907 BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

ACCULEVEL
Your foundation

repair and
basement

waterproofing
experts.

Whether basement,
crawl space or
concrete slab,

we’ll guide you on
the right path to a

healthy home.
Act now!

Up to $600 off.
Restrictions apply.

Call for a free
consultation.

1(866)438-1859

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 

Masonry • Tuckpointing
Chimney Repair

Porches • Walkways
313-886-8088

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

PREMIER
Call or text Bill

(586)563-0045
KITCHEN • BATH

BASEMENT REMODEL
Plaster

Drywall repairs.
Whole house  
renovation.

Over 50 years
Free Estimates

Bill5abe977@gmail.com

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling
Unwanted Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean Outs
•Basement/

  Garage Clean Out
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166
929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

ANDERSON
DRYWALL AND

PLASTER REPAIRS
Water Damage

Repairs
DUSTFREE

35 years experience
Insured

with references.
We also do painting.

(586)354-3032

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

NATURAL
HARDWOOD
FLOORS

Dustless floor
sanding, staining,

refinishing,
molding, install.
Free estimates.

Guaranteed.
30 plus years
experience.

Tony Arevalo
(313)330-5907

visit us at:
refinishmyfloor.com

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER • WINDOW
CLEANING

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB

SNOW REMOVAL
CARPENTRY

Tree Removal/
Trimming

Stump Grinding
FREE ESTIMATES
35% OFF WINTER

DISCOUNTS
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

* FIREWOOD *
AVAILABLE
25 Years

(586)216-0904
davestreeand

shrub.com

944 GUTTERS

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

NO more cleaning
out gutters.
Guaranteed!

LeafFilter is backed
by a no- clog

guarantee and
lifetime

transferrable
warranty.
Call today

1(866)495-1709
to schedule a FREE
inspection and no

obligation estimate.
Plus get 75% off
installation and

a bonus
$250 discount!

Limited time only.
Restrictions apply,
see representative
for warranty and

offer details.
944 GUTTERS

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

We're your
"TO DO"

list handymen!
Let us help you with

any plumbing,
electrical,

carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

947 HEATING & COOLING
REPAIR

BOILER
SPECIALIST

SERVICE/ REPAIRS
ALL HEATING
PROBLEMS

SOLVED
•Painting

•Plaster Repair
•Carpentry

•Water Damage/
Emergency

•Maintenance
Grosse Pointe
South Alumni
3 Generations

Serving
Grosse Pointe Area

Since 1950
Indian Village

preferred
contractor-
testimonials

available.
(313)880-9961

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is

GREEN, cost and
energy efficient.

Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC

can insulate
your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

948 INSULATION

Residential
Commercial
INSULATION

 EXPERTS
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

FREE ESTIMATES
 Interior/Exterior
 Commercial &

Residential
 313.882.9234

JOHN’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
 drywall, cracks,

windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

 insurance work.
 All work

guaranteed
 G. P. References
 License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

960 ROOFING SERVICES

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commercial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

Classifieds
Work For You

To place an ad call:
(313)882-6900 x4 Classifieds: 313-882-6900 x 4

Hire! Buy! $ell! Fast!

129 PERSONAL TRAINING

Grosse Pointe
Personal Training

In Your Home
(313)510-1421
GROSSE POINTE

Personal Training
In your home

frankgrzanka@gmail.com 313.510.1421

$6500

full hour

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONSUMER
CELLULAR

the same reliable,
nationwide

coverage as the
largest carriers.
No long- term

contract, no hidden
fees and activation

is free. All plans
feature unlimited

talk and text,
starting at just
$20/ month.

For more
information, call
1(866)306-6243

PREPARE for power
outages today with

a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive

a FREE 5 Year
warranty with

qualifying purchase.
Call 1(855)773-8191
today to schedule a
free quote. It’s not
just a generator.

It’s a power move.

119 TRANSPORTATION /
TRAVEL

586-291-1348

AIRPORT
SHUTTLE!

119 TRANSPORTATION /
TRAVEL

YMT VACATIONS
Over 50 guided
tours available.

Affordable, social
and stress- free

travel designed for
mature travelers.
Our tours include
accommodations,

transportation,
baggage handling,

sightseeing,
entrance fees,
a professional
Tour Director

and select meals.
For a limited time

SAVE $250
on all tours.

Call YMT today.
1(866)681-0336

300 SITUATIONS WANTED
BABYSITTERS

ATTENTION:
by MICHIGAN LAW

DAY CARE
FACILITIES

(In-Home & Centers)
Must Show Their

Current License To
Advertising

Representative
When Placing Your
Ads. THANK YOU.
Parents- Please

Verify All Child Care
Licenses!

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

EXPERIENCED
NURSES

in Senior Care
including,

but not limited to
memory and

physical deficits.
We will work with

the family
providing a safe
and engaging
environment.

s.watz@
comcast.net

305 SITUATION WANTED
HOUSE CLEANING

EXPERIENCE the
luxury of a spotless

home with GP
Clean. Professional,

detailed, and
dependable. From
sparkling kitchens

to immaculate
floors, we exceed

expectations
every time.

Call or text us
today for a quote:

(586)200-0709
I’m looking for a
house to clean.

 I’m a hardworking
woman who needs
some extra income.

I speak English.
If you need me,

please call.
(586)307-5507

312 SITUATION WANTED
ORGANIZING

DUCKS IN A ROW
De-cluttering and
organizing your
home! Closets,

basements,
whole house.
Organize your
paper clutter.

Home information,
notebooks,

Medical journals,
memory albums.

Becky Schlaff
(313)580-2528
Susan Mason
(313)910-9705

schlaffb@
comcast.net
rwmason@

comcast.net

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

603 GENERAL MOTORS

2014 CADILLAC CTS
90,200 miles,

great condition,
garage stored,

newer tires
and battery.

$10,100.
(313)400-6047

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

�

(313)882-6900 ext. 1
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