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ONE DOLLAR (DELIVERY 95¢)

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com

$129*

per mo. 24 Months

No Appointments Necessary for Oil ChangesLike us on 
Facebook

040226

Purchase a 2026
for $21,349

Stock #561386

2026 Chevy Equinox2026 Chevy Equinox
                                EV LT                                EV LT

NNNNoo Appo e s ecesssssassaaryyy foor Oir Oir Oil Chl Chl ChhhangangaangesFacebFacce ookookoo

Former Courtesy Vehicle
*Prices and payments are inclusive of active GM employee discount (unless otherwise stated). All leases are 10,000 miles per 
year with approved A Tier credit. All Vehicles shown are $995 down unless otherwise stated. Disposition Fee may be required at 
vehicle turn in. Must have lease loyalty or lease conquest vehicle in household on certain models. Prices and payments are plus 
tax, title, plate, doc fee, refundable security deposit required on certain vehicles – to be determined by lender. Must qualify for 
UAW certificate. Must qualify for Costco executive membership. Must qualify for gm credit card offer. Exp date: 3/31/2026.

$995*

Down

26125 Van Dyke • Center Line
(Just south of 696 on Van Dyke)

(586) 754-7000 • www.edrinke.com $995*
Down

per month, 24 months

No Appointments Necessary
for Oil Changes

Like us on 
Facebook

$$219219**$$219 219 **

Purchase for
$48,019

Stock #G560904

040226

2026 Sierra EV2026 Sierra EV
ElevationElevation

Former Courtesy Vehicle
*Prices and payments are inclusive of active GM employee discount (unless otherwise stated). All leases are 10,000 miles per 
year with approved A Tier credit. All Vehicles shown are $995 down unless otherwise stated. Disposition Fee may be required at 
vehicle turn in. Must have lease loyalty or lease conquest vehicle in household on certain models. Prices and payments are plus 
tax, title, plate, doc fee, refundable security deposit required on certain vehicles – to be determined by lender. Must qualify for 
UAW certificate. Must qualify for Costco executive membership. Must qualify for gm credit card offer. Exp date: 3/31/2026.

WINDOW & DOOR SHOWROOM NOW OPEN
NEXT DOOR TO POINTE HARDWARE & LUMBER

15008 KERCHEVAL AVENUE
GROSSE POINTE PARK, MI 48230

040226

Landscape Company
    ichigan’s Premier

586-774-0090586-774-0090

www.backerlandscaping.comwww.backerlandscaping.com
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Hoppy Easter!
PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Grosse Pointe Farms hosted its annual Easter egg hunt March 27, at Pier Park. Approximately 130 kids be-
tween ages 3 and 12 snatched as many colorful eggs off the lawn as they could, then visited the Easter 
Bunny and received a chocolate bunny to take home. The event began when a fire truck sounded its horn, 
welcoming kids and parents to grab the candy-filled eggs — and golden eggs, which were swapped for 
stuffed animals. Find more egg hunt photos on page 3A.

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Urging a status report 
on plans to repair and ren-
ovate the municipal mari-
na, a councilman con-
vened a meeting of the 
Grosse Pointe Park 
Recreation Commission 
Marina Subcommittee last 
week following the sub-
committee chairman be-
ing singled out for nonper-
formance.

“I reached out to ask 
when our next meeting 
was and never heard any-
thing,” said Councilman 
Tom Caulfi eld, a subcom-
mittee member. “I was 
curious about what was 
going on with the outer 
seawall. The boating sea-
son opens in a month and 
a half.”

Repairs to the seawall at 
the entrance to Windmill 

Pointe Park marina, from 
plugging holes to shoring 
up, were forecast for com-
pletion well in advance of 
the fi ve-pier, 270-slip facil-
ity’s opening for the boat-
ing season April 15.

Tension eased last 
weekend when, after a 
series of soft and unspeci-
fi ed deadlines to begin the 
work came and went with-
out action, a contractor’s 
mini-tugboat and con-
struction barge tied up.

“The barge is here,” said 
Tom Fraser, harbormas-
ter, a few minutes past 
noon Saturday, March 28. 
“The marina will be done 
by April 15.”

The barge was loaded 
with I-beams and slabs of 
sheet metal to close gaps 
in the current breakwall 
that let waves and 
freighter wakes roll into 

Park marina 
frustration boils
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — The city is 
moving at lightning speed 
to correct a regulatory 
oversight at its Neff Road 
pump station, which, at 
worst, could be fatal.

Though the National 
F i r e  P r o t e c t i o n 
Association requires an 
arc flash study at least 
every five years, City 
Manager Joe Valentine 
reported he’s not sure the 
city has ever conducted 
one. 

At the very least, one 
has never been docu-
mented. 

“This is a regulatory 
requirement, so how we 
got this far and it never 
happened, I don’t know,” 
Valentine said, adding 
required warning labels 
also are not present on 
the electrical panels.

The pump station pan-
els in question relay the 
4,800 volts of electricity 
that come into the station 
to power it. As such, they 
carry the risk of an arc 
fl ash — a violent release 

of electrical energy into 
the air, which can reach 
up to 35,000 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

“The implications of 
having an arc fl ash are 
pretty serious and could 
be deadly,” Valentine 
said. “The panel where 
this is held is within the 
pump station in a back 
room behind a couple of 
doors. So it’s relatively 
secluded, but if anybody 
had to go back there, this 
opportunity exists.” 

Though expenditures 
greater than $5,000 
require council approval, 
the city manager autho-
rized an $18,000 emer-
gency expenditure for 
the fi rst phase of remedi-
ation — which was 
approved retroactively 
by city council last week. 

The expense enabled 
Rotor Electric to coordi-
nate with DTE Energy to 
fully disconnect and 
clean the two 4,800-volt 
lines, as well as conduct 
a detailed inspection and 
torque verification — 
ensuring electrical con-

City course-corrects on 
pump station regulations
By Laurel Kraus
Staff WriterGROSSE POINTE 

WOODS — The city has 
received recognition 
from the Rotary Action 
Group for Addiction 
Prevention for removing 
more than 500 pounds of 
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s 
through its drug disposal 
kiosk last year.

The city was the fi rst 
in Michigan to receive 
the state-of-the-art drug 
disposal kiosk through a 
partnership with Rotary 
In terna t iona l .  The 
secure, see-through box 
is located in the lobby of 
the public safety depart-
ment, which is open 24 
hours a day. 

“It’s definitely doing 
its job,” Public Safety 
Director John Kosanke 
said. “We don’t want 
these drugs getting into 
the wrong hands.”

The city received the 
kiosk in January 2024 
and ended that year 
removing 297 pounds. 
The total in 2025 was 
512 pounds.

Inside the kiosk is a 
container that uses acti-
vated charcoal to neu-

tralize any pills or liquid 
poured down a funnel 
that sits under a fl ap on 
top, including prescrip-

tion medications and 
illegal drugs as danger-

Woods drug kiosk recognized
By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

See MARINA, page 8A

FILE PHOTO

This drug-disposal kiosk was the fi rst of its kind in 
the state when it premiered in Grosse Pointe Woods 
in 2024.

See PUMP, page 2ASee KIOSK, page 3A

Home: City of Grosse Pointe
Exercise, socializing are key
to longevity

Pointer of
INTEREST

See story, page 4A

Ed BenzEd Benz
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15139 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE PARK

313-822-5800313-822-5800

106 Years

FREE Pick-up & Delivery in the Pointes

040226

BELDING
CLEANERS.COM

(313) 484-2725
Call today!

Meet in person or online
Most insurances accepted

Scan the QR 
Code above 
to make an 

appointment

• Relationship Issues
• Life Transitions
• Low Self Esteem

Laura Smigielski, MA, NHA, LPC
Licensed Professional Counselor

25 years experience

(313) 484-2725
Call today!

Meet in person or online
Most insurances accepted

Scan the QR 
Code above 
to make an 

appointment

•••••••••••••••••• RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRReeeeeeeeeeeeelaaatttttttttiiiiooonnnnsshhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhiiiiiiiiipppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppp IIIIssssssuuuueeeeeeeeeeeeeesRelationship Issues
•••••••••••••• LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLiiiiffffffeeeeee TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTrrrrrrrrrrrrraannsiiiitttttttttttttttttttiiiiiiioooonnsLife Transitions
••••• LLLLLLLLLLLooooooowwwwwwww SSSSSSSSSSSSeeeeellffffffffffff EEEEE ttttttttteeeeeeeeeeeeeemmLow Self Esteem

Laura Smigielski, MA, NHA, LPC
Licensed Professional Counselor

25 years experience

Feeling Stuck?Feeling Stuck?
Let’s remove your obstacles Let’s remove your obstacles 

to happiness!to happiness!

040226

              PET OBEDIENCE

COUNTRY WALKS • BOARDING • GROOMING • TRAINING • SHOW DOGS

Pickup & delivery 
“Shuttle Service” to 
the Grosse Pointes

5200 Beard Road
North Street, MI 48049

springfieldpetresort.com
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Our 4-week Board & Train Obedience
program gives your dog all the basics

they need to know in order to be a
well-rounded family pet. At the end
of the four weeks, we have a showing 
where you come to the facility and learn 
how to work with your new dog.

We go through how to handle
distractions, corrections, praise, and 
more. We also offer Canine Good Citizen
testing through the AKC if you would like
to add on a title during your pet’s stay!

Rick Steves, 
a travel writ-
er and author 
of several 
guidebooks, 
spoke at the 
No Kings 
event and ad-
vocated 
maintaining 
a govern-
ment of the 
people, by 
the people 
and for the 
people.

Grosse Pointe No Kings event draws 1,800
More than 1,800 peo-

ple gathered at the 
Detroit-Grosse Pointe 
border as part of the 
nationwide No Kings day 
of action, demonstrating 
widespread public com-
mitment to democratic 

accountability and the 
rule of law.

The Grosse Pointe 
event, hosted by Eastside 
Indivisible Alliance and 
the Grosse Pointe/Harper 
Woods  Democracy 
Coalition, featured a rally 

with PBS Travel show 
host Rick Steves, voter 
registration by the 
League of  Women 
Voters, music, signs and 
community spirit.

More than 3,300 No 
Kings events took place 
throughout the United 
States, drawing more 
than 8 million partici-
pants nationwide. 

This is the second No 
Kings rally organized by 
Eastside Indivisible 
Alliance and the Grosse 
Pointe/Harper Woods 
Democracy Coalition. 
The last rally, in October 
2025, hosted approxi-
mately 1,000 partici-
pants.

For more information, 
visit eiagrossepointe.org/

Several hundred people showed up Saturday, 
March 28, to attend the No Kings event along Mack 
in Grosse Pointe and Detroit. Several speakers, with 
permission, spoke in front of the City of Grosse 
Pointe Public Safety building.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Attorney General Dana Nessel spoke about the No Kings protest being a strong 
testimony to the enduring power of the First Amendment and the importance 
of responsible demonstrations. Nessel encouraged people to stand together for 
what they believe and make their voices heard through peaceful action.

A portion of the crowd 
gathered along Mack 
and St. Clair in the City 
of Grosse Pointe.

nections have not 
become loose or cor-
roded — of all station 
electrical components.

This work is consid-
ered a necessary prereq-
uisite to conducting an 
accurate arc fl ash study.

For completion of the 
actual study, council fur-
ther approved an addi-
tional $28,900 contract 
with the same company. 

The noncompliance 
issue was discovered by 
Double Hall Solutions, a 
fi rm that was brought on 
earlier this year to help 
with the transition when 
the city’s longtime public 
works director retired. 

“Now that we know 
about it, it defi nitely will 
be one of the planned 
maintenance items for 
the station,” Valentine 
assured council.

Continued from page 1A

PUMP:

CITY OF GROSSE 
POINTE — The city is 
looking at a few hundred 
thousand dollars in nec-
essary updates and re-
pairs to the Neff Park 
pool and bathhouse 
equipment in the next 
several years, following 
the completion of a com-
prehensive aquatic facili-
ty analysis by Baruzzini 
Aquatics. 

“It’s rather signifi cant 
and I think it shouldn’t 

really come as a sur-
prise,” City Manager Joe 
Valentine said of the 
monetary value associ-
ated with the repair 
scope. “I think the age of 
the pool is an indicator 
that we’re at the end-of-
life cycle for this equip-
ment and we need to 
start planning for the 
future now, so we can 
hopefully preventably 
replace this equipment, 
as opposed to having 
something happen where 
we have to shut down for 
a season.” 

The pool was con-
structed in 1945, and ren-
ovated in both 1979 and 
2001. 

Current conversations 
are framed around 
extending the life of the 
pool rather than total 
replacement, as is hap-
pening in the Farms and 
Shores. 

“Based on our initial 
assessments, the struc-
ture of the pool is sound,” 
Valentine reported. “The 

liner of the pool is going 
to need some work. The 
equipment that fi lters the 
pool (also) is getting old 
and that is something 
we’re going to need to 
look at in the next few 
years.” 

Baruzzini built out four 
options to address the 
pool’s fi ltration needs:

◆ replace the existing 
paddock vacuum sand 
fi lter with an aqua revival 
regenerative filter sys-
tem, providing signifi-
c a n t l y  i m p r o v e d 
fi ltration, for $650,000 to 
$700,000;

◆ replace the existing 
filter with a high-rate 
pressure sand fi ltration 
system for $600,000 to 
$650,000;

◆ rebuild the existing 
filter and additionally 
convert the system to 
enable manual operation 
for $175,000 to $200,000;

◆ or rebuild the exist-
ing filter, as is, for 
$100,000 to $125,000.

The main pool lining 

also is proposed to be 
stripped to its shell and 
fully resurfaced at a cost 
of $200,000 to $250,000; 
in addition to the com-
plete removal and 
replacement of the con-
crete pool deck for 
$350,000 to $400,000. 

Staff at a later date will 
consider the state of the 
wade pool, which cannot 
be fully assessed until 
pressure tests are com-
pleted once the weather 
permits. However, there 
are known broken supply 
lines, which is what ini-
tially spurred the city to 
seek a full analysis of the 
Neff Park pool complex. 

Outside the scope of 
the pools, the analysis 
noted high priority on a 
new 400-gallon bath-
house water heater — 
which was made in 2004 
and already is two years 
past its expected service 
life — that will cost an 

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

City explores cost of Neff pool repairs

See POOL, page 3A
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21707 Harper Avenue
Saint Clair Shores
Equipment Sales & Service

Time for a tune-up?
We will pick up and deliver your
equipment! Call for details.

Forton’s
Mower Service
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GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — With the re-
ceipt of several grants to 
fund the effort, The War 
Memorial is working to-
ward further embodying 
the concept of a perma-
nent living museum — 
something leadership said 
the institution has been all 
along, just without the 
proper foundation. 

“A museum is to pre-
serve, study, display 
objects and interpret 
them, whether tangible or 
intangible, for public edu-
cation and enjoyment,” 

F u n d r a i s i n g  a n d 
Development Director 
Meredith Hanoian said. 
“That’s what we already 
do. We are a museum. 
We’re (now) just trying to 
lay the proper ground-
work so we can continue 
to do the things we’re 
doing and be worthy of 
that title.”

Settling into its skin as a 
museum became the natu-
ral progression following 
significant and ongoing 
historical preservation 
and restoration of por-
tions of The Alger House. 

Staff know the signifi -
cance and stories behind 
rooms such as the library 

and dining room, where 
substantial amounts of 
fundraising has been rein-
vested the last couple 
years, but how much does 
the average community 
member know? And do 
they even know where the 
historic rooms are located 
w i t h i n  T h e  W a r 
Memorial’s campus?  

As the organization 
leans into the label of a liv-
ing museum, the over-
arching purpose is to 
eliminate such questions 
in the future. 

Changes visible to the 
public eye largely will be 
limited to tasteful way-
fi nding signage through-

out the campus, plaques to 
label artifacts and the his-
tory of spaces within The 

Alger House and perhaps 
a pamphlet to serve as a 
self-guided tour of sorts — 
overall, a more curated 
experience. 

Behind the scenes, the 

team has hired a collec-
tions manager for the 
mammoth task of sorting 

through the institution’s 
attic, which has long 
served as storage and 
never been properly orga-
nized or cataloged. 

“Our attic has been just 
crammed with things that 
haven’t been thoughtfully 
cared for,” President and 
CEO Maria Miller noted. 

“Some of the photos and 
things are just kind of 
shoved off somewhere. So 
we’ve taken a tremendous 
amount of time getting up 
there, clearing things, cre-
ating a more temperature-
controlled room, getting 
some locks on it, so not 
everybody can access it.”

With the work already 
underway, the institution 
still is fi nding its footing 
and vision for how it will 
describe itself within the 
concept of a museum. 

Miller emphasized The 
War Memorial has no 
intention to ever become 
the type of museum where 
certain rooms are roped 
off, or to begin charging 
an entry fee. 

ous as opioids and fen-
tanyl. The container had 
to be changed nine times 
last year.

“This partnership is 
very important because 
the opioid epidemic is 
not going away any time 
soon,” Kosanke said 
while introducing the 
kiosk. “The charcoal 
breaks down what’s 
dumped in there and 
renders it inert.” 

Kosanke was invited 
to a meeting of the 
Grosse Pointe Sunrise 
Rotary Club in 2023 
after three people — 
including two sisters — 
died of drug overdoses 
the same night at two 
houses just blocks apart.

Once the container 
inside is full, the city 
sends it to a facility in 
Arkansas to be inciner-
ated. The manufacturer 
then sends the city a 
new container. 

“I’ve had people tell 
me they’ve used it and 
they are grateful,” 
Kosanke added. “Its use 
c o m e s  a n d  g o e s . 
Sometimes I’ll walk by 
and it will be empty, 
then a few days later it’ll 
be three-quarters full.”

Kosanke said he sees a 
lot of people using it to 
dispose of a deceased 
parent’s or relative’s 
medication.

“I try to remind people 
you don’t need to put 
things like expired sup-
plements or vitamins in 
it,” he said. “We’re really 
aiming at narcotics and 
prescriptions.”

Rotary’s goal is to put 
a kiosk in every city 
nationwide where there 
is a chapter, although 
the one in the Woods is 
not limited to just resi-
dents. Cost for the kiosk 
is $1,295, while the inner 
container is  $495. 
Kosanke said the city is 
responsible for the ship-
ping charges and cost of 
replacement containers. 

Larry Kenemore, who 
heads Rotary’s Action 
Group for Addiction 
Prevention, traveled 
from Oklahoma for the 
2024 unveiling. 

“This is a boots-on-
the-ground kind of thing 
just like what Rotary did 
to make polio a thing of 
the past,” he said. “We 
spent three years going 
through a 17-volume 
playbook to see what 
worked and what didn’t 
work to eradicate polio.” 

Kenemore added that 
not only do the kiosks 

keep medication out of 
the hands of curious 
children, it also prevents 
tainting drinking water 
that comes from people 
fl ushing pills down the 
toilet. 

Kosanke added the 
new kiosk also is safer 

for his officers com-
pared to the old drop-off 
box that had an opening 
similar to a mailbox. 

“People were pouring 
liquid and tossing nee-
dles in there,” he said. 
“The guys almost got 
stuck a few times.”
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SUNDAY, APRIL 5

◆ Easter Sunday

MONDAY, APRIL 6

◆ Grosse Pointe Public School System Board of 
Education meeting, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8

◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Beautifi cation Advisory 
Commission meeting, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, APRIL 9

◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Historical Commission meet-
ing, 7:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 11

◆ Household Hazardous Waste Day, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at Neff Park, for residents of the City, Farms, Park 
and Shores.

The Week Ahead

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Left, Stefanee Jones and her husband, Matt, gather around their daughter, Etta, to see what surprises were 
hidden in the eggs she found. Right, Cooper Tawile and his brother, Cantle, share a hug while visiting the 
Easter Bunny.

KIOSK:
Continued from page 1A

Olaira Birk didn’t want 
to sit too close, but was 
happy to high fi ve the 
Easter Bunny during the 
annual egg hunt in 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

Bunny 
business

estimated $114,000 to 
$137,000.

“Big is the right word,” 
Mayor Sheila Tomkowiak 
said, when there was 
mention of the completed 
analysis providing the 
‘big picture.’ “These are 
some pretty big num-
bers.” 

City offi cials are yet to 
make any decisions, as 
the analysis was per-
formed to aid the city in 
budgetary considerations 
as it approaches the next 

fi scal year.
“We wanted to get a 

handle on what costs are 
involved,” Valentine said. 
“There’s some options 
that we have as we look 
at those solutions. We’ll 
have to make some deter-
minations on the options 
that we want to go with 
for what systems we 
want to utilize. 

“What we don’t want to 
do is invest money in 
something that’s eventu-
ally going to need to be 
replaced. And any repairs 
we do, we want it to last 
long enough to get our 
money’s worth.”

POOL:
Continued from page 2A

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

War Memorial leans into living museum concept

See MUSEUM, page 4A

‘We are a museum. We’re just trying to 
lay the proper groundwork so we can 
continue to do the things we’re doing 
and be worthy of that title.’
MEREDITH HANOIAN
Fundraising and Development Director, The War Memorial
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(616) 848-6144 
gracecpaservices.com

Accepting
New Clients!

PERSONALIZED TAX PLANNING FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

✓ Experienced in tax, accounting & fi nancial management
✓ QuickBooks ProAdvisor
✓ Specializing in Small Business Tax and Accounting
✓ Proud Supporter of GearHeads
 (High School Robotics Team)
✓ Smart planning. Trusted guidance. Grosse Pointe-based

Holy Week & Easter 2026
 at St. Ambrose Parish

St. Ambrose Catholic Church is located at 15020 Hampton Grosse Pointe Park

(313) 822-2814 • stambrose@comcast.net • stambrosechurch.net 
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       Blessing of Easter Food - 12:00 noon

   TTTHEHEE GGREREAT EASTER VIGIL MASS - 8:00 p.m.

SUUUUNDNDNDN AAYA , APPRIL 5 —— EASTS ER SUNDAY
      Easter Mass - 8:30 a.m.
    Easter Mass - 11:15 a.m.

Holy Week & Easter 2026
 at St. Ambrose Parish

St. Ambrose Catholic Church is located at 
15020 Hampton Grosse Pointe Park, MI

(313) 822-2814 • stambrose@comcast.net • stambrosechurch.net

04
02

26

USPS 230-400

PUBLISHED EVERY 
THURSDAY BY 

WEEKLY BUGLE, LLC

16980 KERCHEVAL AVE. 
GROSSE POINTE, MI 48230 

PHONE: (313) 882-6900

PERIODICAL POSTAGE PAID at Detroit, 
Michigan and additional mailing offices.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: $49.50 per year 
via mail in the Metro area, $70 outside.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Grosse Pointe News, 16980 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe, MI 48230.

The deadline for news copy is 3 p.m. 
Monday.

Advertising proof deadline is 5:00 p.m. 
Friday.

CORRECTIONS AND ADJUSTMENTS:
Responsibility for display and classified 
advertising errors is limited to either 
cancellation of the charge for or a 
rerun of the portion in error. Notification 
must be given in time for correction 
in the following issue. We assume no 
responsibility of the same after the first 
insertion.

THE GROSSE POINTE NEWS reserves 
the right not to accept an advertiser’s 
order. Grosse Pointe News advertising 
representatives have no authority to 
bind this newspaper. Only publication of 
an advertisement shall constitute final 
acceptance of the advertiser’s order.

There’s not much that 
will keep Ed Benz down. 
As he nears his 93rd 
birthday, he continues to 
prove that age is just a 
number.

By his side through it 
all — family, careers, 
traveling the world, giv-
ing of their time and tal-
ents — is his wife of 64 
years, Fran. 

“We were crew mem-
bers on the SS South 
American, which cruised 
the Great Lakes for 54 
years,” he said. “I was a 
busboy and a bellhop to 
support myself through 
college. I served in the 
Army from 1956-58 and 
then, the year I fi nished 
college, I was a bartender 
on the ship.”

As bartender, Benz 
was the only non-offi cer 
to share mealtime with 
the ship’s officers. 
Among them was Mary 
Fran Weber, RN. 

“There were 300 pas-
sengers and 150 crew, 
but only the bartender 
sat with the ship’s offi -
cers,” he said. “She sat 
right across from me. … 
Our fi rst date was aboard 
a sailboat. I barely knew 
how to sail. We barely 
got back to the ship on 
time.”

He proposed to her 
atop Mt. Royal in Canada.

“I married a ship’s offi -
cer, so there’s no ques-
tion I married up,” he 
said.

Benz taught at De La 
Salle Collegiate High 
School, then subbed in 
Detroit Public Schools 
classrooms before earn-

ing a master’s degree and 
landing a job at Cass 
Technical High School, 
where he spent 22 years 
teaching English. 

“I was there through 
the Vietnam War, when 
students would get out 
and protest in the streets, 
and the (Detroit riot) 
rebellion, which hap-
pened two years after I 
got there,” he recalled. “It 
was turbulent times in 
the schools, but it was a 
great job.”

Benz retired early, but 
took on substitute teach-
ing assignments in the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System. He also 
began visiting the Wayne 
County Jail, which led to 
a job teaching inmates to 
prepare for their GEDs. 
He continues to meet 
with former students, 
whose friendships he val-
ues.

The couple had four 
children; they lost their 
youngest to pancreatic 
cancer.

“Two live across the 
country — in Portland, 
Ore., and Idaho — and 
one lives across the 
street,” Benz said. 

The couple also fos-
tered four children, each 
one for more than a year.

“I believe our best 
achievement is our fam-
ily,” Benz said. “And the 
fact we’re still a working 
couple. We try to be good 
listeners. We like what 
Dick Van Dyke said: ‘Just 
keep moving.’”

Moving is a part of the 
Benzes’ motto: “The 
point is to stave off for-
getfulness by staying 
active,” he said.

The couple spent a 

year in Rowena, Texas, 
as newlyweds with the 
E x t e n s i o n  L a y 
Volunteers, during which 
time Benz drove a school 
bus, coached basketball 
and taught speech, and 
his wife served as the 
school nurse. 

They spent a month as 
missionaries in Kenya, 
where he taught English 
and she offered nursing 
at a school for 950 orphan 
students. They spent 
another month cruising 
the Bahamas in their tri-
maran. They also “walked 
the Camino,” 125 miles 
from León, Spain, to 
Santiago de Compostela 
in Portugal.

“That was one of the 
highlights of my life,” 
Fran Benz said. 

Their ventures don’t 
just involve travel. 
They’re regulars at 
Grosse Pointe Theatre 
productions, as well as 
Stratford Festival, and for 
the last decade, Benz has 
served as special events 
director with the Men’s 
Club of Grosse Pointe.

“We do five special 
events a year, on top of 
meeting twice a month, 
and they all need to be 
promoted,” he said, not-
ing his wife designs the 
fl iers. “And we do special 
events in the neighbor-
hood.”

The City residents 
started the Chili and 
Cheer block party 47 
years ago and it’s still 
going strong.

“We started it when we 
had four teenagers,” Fran 
Benz said. “It’s wonderful 
when you have teenagers 
to get to know your 

neighbors.”
Faith plays an impor-

tant role in their lives as 
well. Though no longer 
active at St. Paul on the 
Lake Catholic Church, 
the couple regularly 
attend chapel services at 
the former Bon Secours 
Hospital, where Fran 
Benz worked for 21 years. 
They also regularly 
attend a spirituality group 
for married couples.

Staying active has 
never been an issue for 
the couple. Skiing and 
sailing are loves they’ve 
shared throughout their 
marriage.

“We both had a love of 
skiing before we met,” 
Benz said. “We spent our 
honeymoon at Mt. 
Tremblant in Canada and 
went there for our 50th 
anniversary. We both 
have a love of sailing, 
too. We’ve had boats 
pretty much all our lives 
until 10 years ago.”

The Benzes and their 
trimaran sailed in three 
Mackinac races. Benz 
also taught adult Learn to 

Sail classes at Crescent 
Sail Yacht Club. Though 
his sailing days are over, 
he picked up rowing and 
continues to take classes 
at The Neighborhood 
Club.

“I’ve been doing that 
the last 30 years,” he 
said. “It’s all about stay-
ing active in your golden 
years.”

Quick with a story, 
Benz easily entertains 
with tales of his sailing 
days — like when he was 
blown off his sailboat 
and stayed afl oat by trap-
ping air inside his pants, 
using them as a buoy. 
Then there’s his stint 
with the Army: He was 
trained in heavy weapons 
— mortars and machine 
guns — and thought he’d 
be shipped to Korea, but 
instead ended up serving 
with the Honor Guard 
Unit in Arlington, Va., 
where he performed 
guard duty and met 
Queen Elizabeth on her 
fi rst trip to the States.

A large part of Benz’s 
social life these days hap-

pens with a group that 
gathers most mornings at 
Starbucks in The Village.

“It has been dubbed 
‘the table of knowledge,’ 
for we solve world prob-
lems,” he said. “We also 
talk about car design, 
travel and then perhaps 
catch up on restaurants 
and some personal events 
in each other’s lives. 
About 9:30, I will chal-
lenge the folks with three 
Trivial Pursuit cards.

“A couple of times a 
year we gather at our 
house for drinks, snacks 
and a longer get-
together,” he added. “On 
a day-to-day basis, this 
has turned out to be a 
pretty large part of my 
social life.”

Learning still is a prior-
ity for the retired teacher, 
too. He recently decided 
to learn how to read 
music and play the 
recorder. His ninth-grade 
neighbor is instructing 
him.

“He’s a great teacher,” 
Benz said, “but he’s a lit-
tle stern with me.”

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Exercise, social time 
keep nonagenarian 
active, going strong

COURTESY PHOTO

Ed and Fran Benz

“Museum is the best 
term for what we’re hop-
ing to do,” Hanoian said. 
“And that’s really to con-
tinue all of the beautiful 
programs we’ve had 
before with lectures, 
author visits, historical 
exhibitions, bringing peo-
ple in and educating them, 
but in a more strategic 
sense. 

“We actually will estab-
lish our collection and 
inventory. We’ll take care 

of the items. We might 
acquire new things that 
tell our story. And so just 
trying to fi gure out what 
stories we have to tell here 
and give a voice to our 
campus and the people 
who’ve lived here, the peo-
ple who visit, so when 
guests come, they can 
walk through and under-
stand who we are and 
learn something.”

The process, which is in 
its infancy, is being funded 
through a series of grants: 
$204,000 through the 
Michigan Department of 
Labor and Economic 

Opportunity, around 
$ 5 0 , 0 0 0  t h r o u g h 
America250 Michigan and 
$20,000 through the 
Michigan Arts and Culture 
Council.

“(The grants are to) lay 
t h e  g r o u n d w o r k , ” 
Hanoian said, “get the 
part-time collections man-
ager; get the interpretive 
consultant in to help us 
give a voice to the pieces 
and the objects we have; 
establish an actual storage 
space for our inventory; 
get the cataloging soft-
ware; begin some pro-
gramming and exhibit 

planning; and maybe 
revamp some of the 
spaces so they can be 
multi-purpose, multifunc-
tional as needed.

“But also to be more 
intentional, methodical 
with our vision of what 
we’re doing and how it 
coincides with different 
epic moments of our his-
tory.”

A community survey 
regarding these ongoing 
efforts can be taken on 
The War Memorial’s web-
s i t e  a t  t i n y u r l .
com/38a254tm.

The team also plans to 
hold a community input 
session at a date to be 
determined in late April. 

MUSEUM:
Continued from page 3A
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Common Knee Injuries
By Michael Fry, M.D.

040226

The knee is a complex joint with many components, 
making it vulnerable to both arthritis and a variety 

of injuries. The main structures of the knee are: 
    •  Bones: the femur (thigh bone), tibia (shin bone), 

and patella (knee cap).      
   • Articular Cartilage: a slippery substance           
      covering the ends of bones, which helps them glide    
      smoothly with knee motion.

 • Meniscus: two C-shaped pieces of fibrocartilage act as “shock  
   absorbers” between your femur and tibia.

 • Ligaments: connect bones to other bones. These act like strong  
   ropes to keep your knee stable.

 • Tendons: connect muscles to bones. 
Common injuries include tears of soft tissues (e.g., ligaments, meniscus), 

fractures, and dislocations. Injuries can occur from things like falling, a direct 
blow, twisting, running, jumping, or even from normal wear and tear with 
aging. 
 Pain and swelling are the most common signs of knee injury. The knee 
may also catch or lock, or may even feel unstable when you walk. 
 When you are injured, the RICE protocol can help speed recovery. 
Rest: avoid putting weight on the injured leg. Ice: use cold packs for 20 
minutes at a time, several times a day. Compress: lightly wrap the knee in 
a soft bandage or ACE wrap. Elevate: to reduce swelling, elevate the injury 
above your heart. 
 Seek treatment as soon as possible, especially if you: 
 • Hear a popping noise or feel your knee give out 
 • Develop severe pain or swelling 
 • Cannot move the knee 
 • Begin limping 
 Many injuries can be treated with simple measures, such as bracing, 
physical therapy, and anti-inflammatory medications. Other injuries may 
require surgery to fully restore function. The type of treatment will depend 
on several factors, such as the severity of the injury, age, general health, and 
activity level. Some injuries can increase your risk of developing arthritis, so 
it is important to see a doctor if your symptoms do not go away on their own 
and affect how your knee feels or functions.
 
Dr. Michael Fry is an orthopaedic surgeon specializing in sports medicine. He 
operates at Corewell Health Beaumont Grosse Pointe Hospital, and his clinic 
is located at 25631 Little Mack Avenue, Suite 102, in St. Clair Shores. He is 
currently accepting new patients, and appointments may be scheduled by calling 
(586) 443-2317.

City of Grosse Pointe

Credit fraud
Four charges totaling 

$427 fraudulently were 
made to a Grosse 
Pointer’s Chase Bank 
credit card Monday, 
March 23. 

An investigation is 
ongoing.

Suspended
A 30-year-old Detroit 

man was cited for driving 
with a suspended license 
at 8:45 p.m. Tuesday, 
March 24, after being 
pulled over at Mack and 
Washington for driving 
without a license plate 
displayed.

Infotainment 
theft continues

The infotainment sys-
tem was stolen from a 
2020 Dodge Ram parked 
in the 17000 block of St. 
Paul at 1:40 a.m. 
Wednesday, March 25, 
after the perpetrator 
forced entry into the 
vehicle.

Straight to jail
A 68-year-old Detroit 

man was arrested as he 
fl ed after stealing multi-
ple items from a store in 
The Village at 9 a.m. 

Thursday, March 26. 
As he already had 

amassed two retail fraud 
warrants out of the City, 
Judge David Draper sent 
him to the Wayne County 
Jail for 45 days. 

Ran red
After running a red 

light on Mack at 8:45 
p.m. Sunday, March 29, a 
34-year-old Detroit man 
was pulled over and cited 
for driving with a sus-
pended license.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Park

Car B&Es
Two larcenies from 

autos occurred last week 
in a residential neighbor-
hood above Kercheval.

In the fi rst, reportedly 
occurring between 10:40 
and 11 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 25, in the 1400 
block of Balfour, some-

one broke the rear win-
dow of a locked Dodge 
Ram parked in a drive-
way, entered the vehicle 
and stole an infotainment 
center valued at $1,000.

Four days later and 
eight blocks away at 9 
a.m. Sunday, March 29, 
in the 1300 block of 
Kensington,  pol ice 
responded to a report of 
a Chevy Equinox and 
Y u k o n  r u m m a g e d 
through while parked in 
a driveway.

One of the Equinox’s 
lug nuts was found in the 
roadway.

Suspended
A pair of motorists 

were arrested on Mack in 
separate incidents the 
evening of Tuesday, 
March 24, for violating 
suspended operator 
licenses.

Both were being inves-
tigated for driving vehi-
cles with faulty rear 
lights or brake lights.

Arrested were two 
females, ages 25 and 43, 
of Detroit.

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public Safety 
Department, (313) 822-
7400.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Status quo
A 38-year-old Mio man 

was arrested at 10:26 
a.m. Monday, March 23, 
on a warrant for failing 
to appear in court on a 
possession of narcotics 
paraphernalia charge. 

During the arrest he 
told officers, “I have 
some on me today too.” 

Stolen rental
A local rental car 

agency  las t  week 
reported stolen a black 
2026 Chrysler Pacifi ca. It 
was scheduled to be 
returned in late February. 

Delivery
After delivering pizza 

to a residence on 
Lakeshore, a 30-year-
old Harrison Township 
man passed out behind 

the wheel in the drive-
way for two hours 
before he was noticed 
and reported at 11:01 
p.m. Saturday, March 
28.

Though the man told 
offi cers he was tired and 
just taking a break, he 
ultimately was arrested 
for operating under the 
infl uence of drugs. 

 — Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Three strikes
A 36-year-old Detroit 

man was ticketed for 
driving with a suspended 
license, no insurance and 
an expired vehicle regis-
tration after being pulled 
over around 8 p.m. 
Saturday, March 28, on 
Lakeshore near Vernier 
for the expired plate.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about this and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 

Shores Public Safety, 
(313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Identity theft
A resident in the 21600 

block of Brys reported 
around 6 p.m. Saturday, 
March 28, that she 
believes she is the victim 
of identity theft.

She received a 1099-K 
form in a stack of mail 
the new owners of her 
previous house delivered 
to her. The form was for 
more than $67,000, 
although she did not 
claim the money or fi le 
the form.

She contacted the busi-
ness on the form and was 
told the payments were 
via CashApp. She told 
offi cers she believes the 
suspect is accepting 
money in her name and 
using the app to avoid 
paying taxes.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about this and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — In response to 
neighboring residents 
sounding the alarm on 
egregious odors emanat-
ing from the Southeast 
Macomb Sanitary District 
pump station at 
Chalfonte and Kerby, the 
sewage authority in 
February removed and 
replaced 40,000 pounds 
of carbon fi lter pellets at 
the location at a cost of 
$104,000.

The filters last were 
changed approximately 
seven years ago. 

“They did the change 
from about a month ago 
and I haven’t smelled 
anything since,” said 
David Pitts, who lives 
across from the pump 
station and previously 
said he stopped inviting 
family over because the 
smell was so offensive. 

The same expression 
of relief has been echoed 
by others in the neigh-
borhood,  including 
Councilwoman Sierra 

Donaven. 
“I probably walk past 

there three or four days a 
week with my dog and I 
no longer smell strong 
nor ongoing sewage 
odor,” she said. “… I am 
also very pleased with 
how the city handled the 
matter and investigated 
it.”

Residents approached 
city administrators and 
council toward the end of 
last year raising quality-
of-life concerns and cit-
ing the inability to spend 
time in their yards. 

Though the city was 
limited by the fact it does 
not own the pump sta-
tion, administrators 
worked closely with the 
pumping authority to 
reach an acceptable reso-
lution for odor mitiga-
tion. 

“I’m really impressed, I 
have to say, by the city 
manager,” said Lisa 
Brownlee, who lives 
kitty-corner to the pump 
station. “He came out 
and he really stuck to his 
word.” 

Brownlee, a mother of 

special needs children, 
went so far as to say she 
feels like a proper part of 
the community now that 
she can spend time out-
side.

“God has truly blessed 
me to be here and when I 
needed the help done, he 
was there and he showed 
his hand,” she added. 
“I’m so happy for my 
family. Hopefully we’ll 
get the quality of life 
back and be able to use 
our yard and become a 
functioning member of 
Grosse Pointe Farms.”

The true test of whether 
the odor mitigation 
efforts have been as suc-
cessful as they seem will 
be when the weather 
warms up in spring and 
summer.

“Over the last few 
months, during the cold 
weather where you have 
less molecular activity, 
there was a significant 
decrease in odor even 
prior to changing out the 
carbon,” City Manager 
Shane Reeside acknowl-
edged. “Hopefully the 
(new fi lters) will address 

the issue. I anticipate that 
it will be vastly improved 
this summer and we’ll 
continue to monitor.” 

Kip Walby, director of 
operations for the 
Southeast  Macomb 
Sanitary District, said the 
organization’s invest-

ment should relieve a 
large portion of the odor 
issue that comes with the 
dry, warm weather. 

“The organization and 
the board here want to be 
good neighbors,” he 
added. “We understand 
we’re in a neighborhood 

— and we have to be 
because it’s the system 
that’s running there — 
but we want to be a good 
neighbor. So the board is 
always conscious about 
that and trying to do the 
right thing and do the 
best we can.”

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Residents report initial relief from sewage odor

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Parents interrogating 
their teenagers about 
bringing home the family 
car two hours past cur-
few are familiar with the 
tactic of obfuscation.

It’s a skill that can 
develop careers, espe-
cially in the legal fi eld.

A lack of clarity and a 
touch of legerdemain are 
features in an outline of 
the city’s Downtown 
Development Authority’s 
forthcoming 30-year 
plan.

Authors, including the 
DDA’s attorney, drafted 
the plan’s list of 50 pro-
spective projects within 
authority boundaries to 
be intentionally vague.

Examples of the to-do 
list are updated goals to 
“enhance the walkability 
of the DDA … and pedes-

trian safety” or “provide 
an environment of build-
ings and active and pas-
sive spaces for public 
use.”

Such generalities are 
more adaptable than 
specifying, hypotheti-
cally, “fix the sidewalk 

beside city hall” or “build 
a 100-square-foot patio 
with two benches and a 
four-gallon birdbath at 
the corner of Jefferson 
and Maryland.”

Generalities force 

DDA extension sent to council
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

See DDA, page 9A
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GROSSE POINTE 7-DAY
WEATHER FORECAST

680

580

Rain &
T-Storms

 70%
SUNRISE 
7:12 am
SUNSET
7:59 pm

700

500

Chance
of Rain

 40%
SUNRISE 
7:11 am
SUNSET
8:00 pm

690

430

Rain

 60%
SUNRISE 
7:09 am
SUNSET
8:01 pm

530

320

Chance
of Rain

 50%
SUNRISE 
7:07 am
SUNSET
8:02 pm

520

340

Partly
Cloudy

 0%
SUNRISE 
7:06 am
SUNSET
8:03 pm

520

400

Chance
Rain/Snow

 20%
SUNRISE 
7:04 am
SUNSET
8:04 pm

590

320

Chance
of Rain

 10%
SUNRISE 
7:02 am
SUNSET
8:05 pm

THU  FRI  SAT SUN  MON  TUE  WED

April 2 – 8

Weather data courtesy of Channel 4, WDIV Detroit • ClickOnDetroit.com

LETTERS
The Grosse Pointe News welcomes letters to the editor. 

All letters should be typed and signed with the writer’s full 

name and local address, as well as a daytime telephone 

number for verifi cation or questions. Letters longer than 

300 words may be edited for length. All letters may be

edited for content. We reserve the right to refuse any

letter. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. Monday. Letters 

may be submitted via email to editor@grossepointenews.

com or by fi lling out the letters form on our website, 

grossepointenews.com.

Sad but not surprised
To the Editor:

I was saddened, but not surprised, to see 
the recent gifts and grants policies passed 
by the Grosse Pointe Board of Education. 
These policies, developed by Valarie St. 
John through the policy committee she 
chairs, were sponsored by Colleen Worden 
and Laura Hull and approved by Clint 
Derringer and Tim Klepp. The result is that 
Pointers for Academic Excellence can no 
longer support students in simple and 
meaningful ways that directly benefi t kids.

That includes buying musical instru-
ments for students and helping fund swim 
lessons for children who live in Harper 
Woods. These are basic contributions that 
expand opportunity and access. They are 
not political. They are exactly the kind of 
support strong school communities should 
welcome. It is also disappointing that PfAE 
canceled its teacher appreciation awards 
because of the ongoing criticism. Even past 
efforts, like the $50,000 PfAE provided for 
district branding, would now be prohibited 
under these rules.

It is diffi cult to avoid the conclusion that 
these policies were driven less by principle 
and more by vindictiveness. When board 
members are called out for breaking pro-
cedure, such as the sudden appointment of 
Dr. Roy Bishop as superintendent, the 
response appears to be to restrict the group 
raising those concerns rather than address 
the concerns themselves. That approach 
does not serve students.

At the same time, we are told that a sit-
ting state Sen. Kevin Hertel speaking to 
students is acceptable because reading a 
book is considered content neutral. That 
reasoning falls apart when compared to 
what the board has just banned. If reading 
to students is neutral, then so are musical 
instruments and swim lessons. The only 
real difference is who is involved.

Sen. Hertel is a Democrat and Clint 
Derringer and Colleen Worden were both 
endorsed by the Democratic Party. 

That is why many in the community see 
this as hypocrisy, plain and simple.

CHARISSA CUETER
Grosse Pointe Woods
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Park infested 
with rabbits

Eggs,
eggs
and
more
eggs

P
etty. Vindictive. Retaliatory.

Call it what you want, but those 
terms perfectly explain the actions 
taken by the Grosse Pointe Public 
School System Board of Education — 
or at least the “board majority” — to 

put restrictions in place regarding gifts to the dis-
trict. 

As detailed on page 10A, the board voted 4-2 at 
its meeting last Monday to change the policy 
regarding gifts with a closing line that now reads, 
“The board will not accept any gift, bequests or 
donations from any political infl uence organiza-
tion or entity.”

President Clint Derringer, Vice President Colleen 
Worden, Treasurer Tim Klepp and Trustee Laura 
Hull voted for the change. Trustees Sean Cotton 
and Ginny Jeup voted against, with Secretary 
Valarie St. John absent. The change came at the 
recommendation of the board’s Policy Committee, 
which Ms. St. John chairs, so it would be a safe bet 
to think she would have voted in favor as well.

As Ms. Jeup correctly noted, this action was 
aimed at one group and one group only.

That would be Pointers for Academic Excellence, 
an organization started by Mr. Cotton, who also 
owns the Grosse Pointe News, shortly after he was 
elected to the board in 2022, although he is not 
involved in the day-to-day activities of the group.

PfAE, registered as a Political Action Committee, 
supported a slate of candidates that opposed Mr. 
Derringer, Ms. Worden, Mr. Klepp and Ms. Hull in 
the 2024 election.

Imagine this scenario. Ms. Jeup and Mr. Cotton 
were not supported by the Grosse Pointe Education 
Association in the 2022 election — unlike the for-
mer board members mentioned above who did get 
the union’s backing two years ago.

Did the latter hold that against the GPEA when 
it came time for contract negotiations? No. They 
fully supported a very generous two-year offer that 
included a 2 percent pay raise and step increases 
that were effectively another 4 percent wage hike 
made possible by a budget surplus.

The contract also got rid of the widely despised 
“formula” that, although it had not been activated 
in some time, could have reduced teacher pay if 
the district’s fund balance fell below a certain 
level. The GPEA had long advocated for elimina-
tion of the formula and a contract longer than one 
year.

This is what adults do. When the election is over 
and the winners are seated, they put partisan pol-
itics behind them and get to work on what is best 
for their constituents, in this case the students and 
taxpayers of GPPSS.

Unfortunately, the current board majority basi-
cally decided to take their ball and go home.

And what, exactly, did PfAE do that was so egre-
gious? Well, aside from choosing to exercise its 
rights to support certain candidates rather than 
“the anointed.”

It had the audacity to offer to fund a grant pro-
posal written by a teacher — an idea the district 
initially supported — to pay for transportation and 
pool time to provide swimming lessons to Grosse 
Pointe students living in the Harper Woods portion 
of the district. The reason being the pool at Parcells 
Middle School is closed and the Harper Woods stu-
dents do not have access to a municipal pool the 
way Parcells students living in Grosse Pointe 
Woods or Grosse Pointe Shores do.

Suddenly, however, Ms. Worden, board presi-
dent in 2025, claimed there were “all kinds of ques-
tions” about the idea and the matter was referred 
to the Policy Committee.

Playing politics

During committee meetings in January 
and again in March, attorney Jeremy Motz 
of the Clark-Hill law fi rm explained there 
was nothing in state or federal law that 
would prohibit the district from accepting 
money from a political entity, so long as cer-
tain conditions were met.

Such conditions would include that the 
money not be used for the personal benefi t 
of anyone or for lobbying. Neither would 
apply to money paying to teach kids how to 
swim.

Mr. Derringer, however, said although it 
would be legal, he did not think it would be 
ethical.

It is interesting such concerns did not 
come up earlier. 

Such as when PfAE was able to reach out 
to students through the district so they 
could nominate impactful teachers for a 
Luminary Award the group sponsored. Or 
when high school seniors were able to apply 
through their respective counseling offi ces 
for PfAE’s Compass Scholarship, which 
gave $5,000 to one male and one female 
graduating student-athlete at each high 
school. Or when PfAE paid to host NCAA 
champion and Olympian Gretchen Walsh at 
Grosse Pointe South High School for a 
coaching session with top local junior swim-
mers.

Then we were reminded of that word: 
infl uence.

Perhaps some people in the corner of the 
board majority suddenly became concerned 
that PfAE was getting a good reputation. 
Could not have that, could we! 

There already was the Grosse Pointe 
Foundation for Public Safety, which Mr. 
Cotton is involved with, donating money to 
the district to improve safety at the two high 
schools. And the GP Foundation for 
STEAAM Support, which includes members 
of Mr. Cotton’s family, handing out grants 
teachers apply for, doing work to comple-
ment that of the Grosse Pointe Foundation 
for Public Education.

All that goodwill and charity was just too 
much for some to take. The Svengalis had 
to act fast.

Case in point, an email was shared with 
the Grosse Pointe News that was sent to the 
school board regarding the new policy, 
directing them on exactly how to structure 
the administrative guidelines for it. Literally 
with step-by-step bullet points.

The kicker? The author at one point says 
the quiet part out loud (to borrow a phrase 
used here recently), writing, “I remain 
focused on what comes next.” We guess it 
is fi tting that board meetings are generally 
held on the stage at Brownell Middle School. 
One can almost see the proverbial puppet 
strings being pulled.

But the saddest thing about all this? Ms. 
Worden saying at last week’s meeting that 

to be politically neutral, the board must 
“make decisions based on what is best for 
students.”

The proposed grant for swimming les-
sons for GPPSS students living in Harper 
Woods would have served several black 
students. According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, black 
children between the ages of 5 and 9 are 
2.6 times more likely to drown than their 
white counterparts, while those ages 10 to 
14 are 3.6 times more likely.

This is not just playing politics, this is 
playing politics with children’s lives.

OUR VIEW

ILLUSTRATION BY KEN SCHOP
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SWEET EASTER 
STARTS HERE!

Grosse Pointe, MI
17012 Kercheval Ave
Grosse Pointe 48230

(313) 435-0437

HOURS OF OPERATION

Monday-Saturday
10:00am - 7:30pm

Sunday
10:00am - 3:00pm

ORDER ONLINE!
WE DELIVER!

NothingBundtCakes.com

040226

(313) 963-6255 | www.dumoart.com | @dumouchelles

409 East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, MI 48226

Bid in the...

Auctions at 11 AM EST

Scan to Bid

16 & 17, 2026
April

Howard Chandler Christy 'Valley View'

Annie Lee 

'Hopscotch'
Henri Matisse

‘Mlle. M. M.’

Featured Provenancevv
The estate collection of

William & Betty Brooks, Detroit, MI

The collection of renowned
“Silver Palate” author, Julee Rosso 

A Birmingham, MI collector who was
a lifelong friend of Marshall Maynard

Fredericks

The collection of a retired instructor at
Cranbrook, Bloomfield Hills, MI

 Romare Bearden

‘Morning’
Alexander Calder

‘Balloons’

Auguste Rodin (1840-1917)  

'Torse Féminin Debout'
Marshall Maynard Fredericks

Bronze Sculptures
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I  S AY  By Brad Lindberg

I 
remember attend-
ing an awards 
banquet at which 
my editor and I 
were seated at a 
table shared with 

employees of one of the 
dailies.

They didn’t like it.
One of them sneered 

my way, “Are you from 
Grosse Pointe?” It was as 
though the prospect dis-
qualified my inclusion 
with the cool kids.

My parents raised me 
not to embarrass myself 
swatting squirrels, that 
the most effective way to 
frustrate stupidity is with 
a smile.

So I answered all chirpy 
and upbeat, “I was born 
there. Where do you 
live?”

He mentioned an apart-
ment or condominium on 
Jefferson in Detroit.

“Well, you’re halfway 

to Grosse Pointe,” I said 
in a tone of encourage-
ment.

He didn’t talk to me the 
rest of the night. Mission 
accomplished.

News people are like 
everyone if you under-
stand their essential core 
of skepticism. Their least 
palatable quality is 
demanding perfection of 
others while having none 
of it themselves. By this I 
include holding sources 
to initial responses to 
questions, even off-the-
cuff comments. I let peo-
ple think before they 
answer, let them rumi-
nate a little, gather their 
thoughts and give the 
best answer they can 
under the circumstances.

I don’t care what peo-
ple say. All I want is for 
them to be credible 
sources of accurate infor-
mation. That’s not always 

the case, admittedly.
Reporters that demand 

immediate perfection of 
others ought to release to 
the public the fi rst drafts 
of their stories.

Submitted as part of 
this column is the equiva-
lent of a botched first 
draft. It’s a photo I 
snapped last November 
during a Grosse Pointe 
Park City Council meet-
ing. Offi ce holders were 
being sworn in.

The photo is not only 
lousy, it is perfectly so.

I submitted it and the 
accompanying cutline for 
publication in the Nov. 10 
edition as both an accu-
rate chronicling of events 
and as a tale against 
myself, an admission that 
I, as well as people I inter-
view, often don’t produce 
the first draft they 
wanted. It didn’t make it 
into print at the time.

Perfectly 
bad photo

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

In a photo so bad it would have a hard time getting a participation award, 
Councilman Max Wiener — that man way in back — shakes hands with City 
Clerk Bridgette Bowdler, eyes closed, from whom he received the oath of offi ce 
for a second consecutive, four-year term on the Grosse Pointe Park City 
Council. Also taking oaths during the Nov. 10 council meeting, the fi rst since 
the Nov. 4 election, were, not facing the camera but applauding from behind 
the nameplate of Councilman Tim Kolar, were fi rst-term offi ce-holder 
Councilman Patrick Gleason and, out of focus at right, Councilman Tom 
Caulfi eld, top vote-getter in the council contest. Sworn in for a third, two-year 
term was Mayor Michele Hodges, not shown.

The community is 
invited to enjoy a day or 
two outdoors in support of 
The Helm at two upcom-
ing fundraisers. 

First up is the third 
annual Sporting Clays 
Classic, which takes place  
11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Thursday, May 14, at The 
Huntsman Hunt Club in 
Dryden. Participants 
should arrive at the club 
between 11 and 11:45 a.m. 
to prepare for the 11:45 
a.m. competition. Teams 
of four will compete to see 
who hits the most clay 
pigeons. 

While the winning team 
earns bragging rights and 
a nominal prize, the event 
simply is a day of sporting 
fun in support of The 
Helm.

The two-hour competi-
tion is followed by a stroll-
ing lunch and beverages. 
A presenting sponsorship 
is available for $10,000, 
which includes a four-per-
son team. Other competi-
tive sponsorships for 
four-person teams are 
$4,000, $3,000 and $2,000. 
Sponsorships include 
ammunition, snacks and 
lunch, cocktails, beer, 
wine and soft drinks. Non-
competition sponsorships 
also are available, as is a 
lunch/beverage-only 
option.

The second event is the 
eighth annual Fore The 
Helm Golf Outing, set for 
Monday, June 22, at 
Lochmoor Club in Grosse 

Pointe Woods. Henry 
Ford Health is the lead 
sponsor of this event.

Event registration 
begins at noon with a 
shotgun start at 1 p.m. for 
this four-person scramble-
style event. All golfers 
receive a boxed lunch, use 
of a cart for two, entry into 
contests, heavy hors 
d’oeuvres following the 
event and four drink tick-
ets to use throughout the 
afternoon-long event. 

Prizes will be awarded 
for low score for men’s, 
women’s and mixed 
teams, as well as men’s 
and women’s closest to 
the pin. A separate putting 
contest is available as 
well.

Cost per golfer is $300 
or $1,200 per foursome. 

Sponsorships still are 
available. In addition to 

signage recognition, spon-
sorships include entry for 
a four-person team. 

Not a golfer? Purchase a 
$60 ticket to the afterglow 
for hors d’oeuvres, cock-
tails and mingling.

“Anyone of any age is 
welcome to participate in 
these events in support of 
our senior population,” 
The Helm Executive 
Director Krista Siddall 
said. “It’s a great way to 
enjoy some fresh air, 
camaraderie and fun com-
petition.”

Participation is limited, 
so participants are encour-
aged to sign up as soon as 
possible. For more infor-
mation about sponsor-
ships and to register for 
either event, contact Sara 
Roberts at sroberts@
helmlife.org or (313) 649-
2100.

Pair of outings benefit The Helm
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the marina from Lake St. 
Clair.

“Everything’s pre-
made,” Fraser said. “I’ve 
had engineers here three 
times. Everything’s staked 
out.”

Ben Wixson, commo-
dore of the Grosse Pointe 
Sail Club at Windmill, also 
serves on the subcommit-
tee .  He  a t tended 
Caulfi eld’s meeting with 
Recreation Committee 
Chairman Michael 
Hindelang.

“They (Caulfield and 
Hindelang) were coming 
in thinking the same thing: 
This (marina renovation) 
is taking too long,” Wixson 
said. “They were like, 
‘Guys, we have to get this 
going. We’ve been talking 
about this for a long time.’”

Wixson is confi dent the 
entry will be ready and 
construction equipment 
out of the way for opening 
day.

“I think we’re all just 
happy it’s being done,” he 
said. “I’m more worried 
about lake levels.”

During a recreation 
commission meeting 
March 11, Hindelang cited 
subcommittee Chairman 
Larry Haggart for not 
updating the commission 
on marina activities, prin-
cipally the $512,000 entry 
repair and plans for a 
multi-million-dollar over-

all renovation.
“I will renew for what is 

probably the 10th time, 
maybe more,” Hindelang 
said, “if we could get some 
sort of report to this body, 
I’d love to hear it because 
it is a subcommittee of this 
commission and I don’t 
have the fi rst clue what ...”

“We haven’t been meet-
ing lately,” Haggart said.

“That’s another issue,” 
Hindelang said. “We’ll get 
to that.”

Haggart’s 30 years on 
the commission makes 
him the group’s ranking 
member.

“Haggart hasn’t called a 
meeting in months,” 

Fraser said. “That’s his job 
as chairman.”

“I asked Tom Fraser for 
the email addresses of 
people on the marina sub-
committee and set up a 
meeting because I didn’t 
see any scheduled,” 
Caulfield said a week 
later. “We’ve got to get 
together on this. My inten-
tion was to catch up and 
set the record straight and 
defi ne the goals and objec-
tives of the subcommit-
tee.”

City Manager Nick 
Sizeland said late last 
week the contractor’s 
barge was en route from 
Port Huron.

“They could be here 
within the next few days,” 
he said.

No one blames the con-
tractor for risking work to 
overlap the marina’s 
scheduled start date.

“The contractor we 
hired has done most mari-
nas on this lake,” Caulfi eld 
said.

Construction was fore-
cast to take less than one 
month. The contract spec-
ifi es installing new walls 
on both sides of the exist-
ing structure, binding 
everything with tie-rods, 
filling the middle with 
aggregate and capping the 
top with six inches of con-

crete.
The entire cost is being 

paid by Windmill boaters 
through an enterprise 
fund funded by boat slip 
rentals, not general tax 
receipts.

“The public is not pay-
ing for any of it,” Fraser 
said. “Grosse Pointe Park 
residents are not paying 
for this wall. It’s all com-
ing from the marina enter-
prise fund.”

Wixson, an auto indus-
try technocrat preparing 
to defend his Ph.D. candi-
dacy in technology imple-
mentation, also is 
cha i rman  o f  the 
Downtown Development 

Authority.
He couples just-the-

facts analytics with opti-
mism.

“The last thing the 
marina subcommittee 
wanted to do was put out 
an infl ated marina project 
that had no benefit to 
boaters or that wouldn’t 
give intrinsic value to the 
city,” Wixson said. “The 
reason it might have been 
slower is because people 
wanted to make sure 
there was transparency 
about what was being 
done and there was due 
diligence on behalf of peo-
ple in the city who aren’t 
boat owners.”
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A construction barge 
tied up Saturday, March 
28, to the Windmill 
Pointe Park marina en-
trance. Repairs to the en-
try breakwall are sched-
uled to be completed pri-
or to the marina opening 
April 15 for the boating 
season.

MARINA:
Continued from page 1A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Discussions continue 
about what does and 
doesn’t constitute the 
municipal marina.

The distinction is criti-
cal for funding purposes 
because the marina is off 
limits to everyone except 
boaters renting wells at 
the 270-slip facility, yet 
areas used by boaters are 
open to the public.

Knowing what does 
and doesn’t constitute 

parts of the marina 
defi ne who — boaters or 
the public — pays all or a 
portion of costs to oper-
ate ,  maintain and 
improve the amenity.

Parts of the marina 
used solely by boaters 
are supposed to be 
funded solely by boater 
well-rental revenue kept 
in an enterprise fund 
separate from general 
property tax receipts. 
None of the city’s gen-
eral fund revenue can be 
used for the marina, such 
as most of the piers and 

all fi nger docks.
Parts accessed by the 

general public should be 
funded by citywide prop-
erty taxes in proportion 
to public usage. An 
example includes but 
isn’t limited to the main 
pier, which is open to 
sightseers and anglers, 
yet extending from 
which are dozens of 
boater-only fi nger piers. 
The inner breakwall also 
applies.

Municipal offi cials are 
anxious for the break-
down in advance of reno-
vating the marina at a 
cost big enough to 
require issuing bonds.

“Defi ning what is the 
marina for overall plan-
ning needs to be done,” 
said Michael Hindelang, 
chairman of the recre-
ation commission.

Former city council 
liaison to the commis-
sion, Councilman Tom 
Caulfi eld, said he began 
requesting administra-
tors to apportion costs 
soon after his fi rst elec-
tion victory in 2021. He 

repeated the request 
numerous times in recent 
years during commission 
meetings, citing funding 
needs related to pro-
posed renovation of the 
marina.

Caulfi eld kept at it dur-
ing a meeting he con-
vened last week of the 
commission’s marina 
subcommittee.

“In that meeting I said, 
again, that we need to 
come up with a docu-
ment that defines the 
marina,” Caulfi eld said. 
“What I mean by that is, 
for instance, the marina 
has an inner seawall. If 
the marina weren’t there, 
we’d still need a seawall 
to keep the lake from 
coming into the city.”

Likewise the fence at 
water’s edge of the 
south-side picnic area.

“The fence that keeps 
kids from falling into the 
lake — is it part of the 
marina?” said Tom 
Fraser, harbormaster.

No, he said, the fence 
is at best partly a feature 
of the marina. A shore-

side safety barrier would 
be necessary regardless 
of the marina’s presence, 
as in other locations in 
the park.

Marinas are expensive.
“Last fiscal year, we 

spent $100,000 on major 
repairs,” Chad Craig, 
director of parks and rec-
reation, said last June.

Work consisted of 
replacing 400 worn-out 
mooring guard rails, 
repainting the upper por-
tion of the outer fi shing 
pier breakwall, replacing 
the temporary dockside 
non-potable water sys-
tem and removing dock 
risers installed a few 
years ago during times of 
high lake levels.

Safety items, too, were 
attended. Some 14 new 
safety ladders were 
installed. Life rings and 
fi re extinguishers were 
positioned.

Beyond maintenance, 
city officials occupied 
themselves during the 
last few years mulling 
estimates to rebuild the 
marina.

Top-tier moderniza-
tion would cost $10 mil-
lion to $15 million. Park 
offi cials shied from the 
idea as unaffordable.

Instead, recreation 
commissioners in late 
2024 favored limited and 
less expensive renova-
t ions proposed by 
another fi rm.

The scope now is:
◆ widening boat slips 

on Pier 1, which forms 
the marina’s eastern, 
outer breakwall and 
main walkway accessible 
to the public;

◆ replacing dockside 
electrical and water lines 

and outlets on all five 
piers, all boater-access 
only;

◆ raising the afore-
mentioned inner break-
wall to better protect the 
park against flooding 
during periods of high 
lake levels and

◆ making structural 
improvements as needed.

“Those (cost) numbers 
have come down sub-
stantially,” said Benjamin 
Wixson, commodore of 
the Grosse Pointe Sail 
Club, based at Windmill. 
“With that, everyone is 
feeling more realistic 
about the ability for this 
to move forward. They 
are committed to trying 
to push this over the fi n-
ish line.”

Still, no one has fol-
lowed through with 
defi ning the marina.

“So,” Fraser said, “dur-
ing this construction 
phase we have to fi gure 
out what’s the marina 
and what the marina has 
to pay out of its enter-
prise fund.”

“Chad (Craig) and his 
team are going to make 
an effort to fi nd out what 
is part of the marina and 
what is part of the 
broader park and not 
part of the marina,” 
Hindelang said.

The breakdown must 
be more comprehensive 
than accounting for 
infrastructure. With mil-
lions of dollars possibly 
at stake, the apportion-
ment must be accurate 
and legally satisfactory.

“When we go into 
rebuilding this thing,” 
Caulfi eld said, “we need 

Still haven’t defi ned marina costs
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

PHOTOS COURTESY OF TOM FRASER

Breakwalls aren’t supposed to have holes.

See COSTS, page 9A
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The critically acclaimed 
production of “Music City” 
has gone back into 
rehearsal as it prepares for 
its return to its new venue 
in Midtown Manhattan.

The show features origi-
nal and existing songs by 
multi-platinum songwriter 
J.T. Harding, including 
“Smile,” “Sangria” and 
“Somewhere In My Car,” 
written for artists such as 
Darius Rucker, Keith 
Urban, Blake Shelton, 
Uncle Kracker, Dierks 
Bentley and Florida 
Georgia Line, as well as an 
original book by play-
wright Peter Zinn.

Harding and Zinn both 
grew up in Grosse Pointe.

“Music City,” which 

opened to rave reviews 
last year and was extended 
three times by popular 
demand, will reopen at 
512 W. 42nd, just west of 
Times Square, in a new 
venue that is being refash-
ioned into a fully function-
ing Nashville bar, 
expressly for the produc-
tion.

The show follows two 
young singer-songwriters 
into The Wicked Tickle, an 
East Nashville bar, where 
regulars pursue love and 
music in the face of addic-
tion, poverty and haunting 
pasts.

The production was 
nominated for two 2025 
Drama Desk Awards, 

including Outstanding 
Musical and Outstanding 
Scenic Design of a 
Musical, as well as a 2025 
Off-Broadway Alliance 
Award for Best Musical.

Directed by Eric Tucker, 
“Music City” opens 
Wednesday, April 8. 
Tickets are available at 
musiccitythemusical.com.
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that document from a 
funding source to see 
how much needs to fl ow 
through the marina 
enterprise fund and how 
much through the city 
(property taxes).”

Allocating utility and 
personnel costs are part 
of the assignment. Also 
to be factored is the 

marina calendar. It oper-
ates from April 15 to 
Nov. 15. No boats are 
allowed in the marina 
the rest of the year. The 
park is open year-round.

“The marina uses its 
share of electricity, but 
transformers in the park 
also power the conces-
sion stand, tennis courts, 
swimming pool pumps 
and a lot of things,” 
Caulfi eld said.

Fraser pointed out that 

boaters use Pier 1, which 
doubles as a breakwall, 
only during the boating 
season.

“The rest of the year, 
it’s used by all residents,” 
he said. “Every day dur-
ing winter there are peo-
ple down there walking 
the dock because they 
have direct access to the 
lake and the view is gor-
geous. So, is Pier 1 50 
percent marina? I don’t 
think so.”

COSTS:
Continued from page 8A

interpretat ion and, 
thereby, allow latitude 
and flexibility. All are 
qualities that facilitate 
the DDA’s foundational 
document having the 
broadest applicability 
and enduring relevance 
during the next three 
decades.

“The project list is very 
general,” said Kevin 
Kilby, the DDA’s attor-
ney, during its meeting 
March 25. “We don’t try 
to nail down specific 
areas.”

DDA board members 
this month approved the 
scope of proposed proj-
ects and 30-year renewal. 
They also forwarded it to 
city council, which has 
the fi nal say, for consid-
eration and a public 
hearing.

“Council will schedule 
a public hearing with 
(public) notices not less 
than 20 days before the 
hearing,” Kilby said. “We 
have to send letters to all 
property owners in the 
district and to taxing 
jurisdictions by certifi ed 
mail.”

Notices also must be 
posted in 20 locations 
throughout the district. 
Locations can include 
public spaces, busi-
nesses, even bus stops.

DDA boundaries are 
along both sides of 
Jefferson from the 
Detro i t  border  to 
Somerset, including the 
munic ipal  campus. 
Funding for the authority 
comes from capturing 
district property taxes 
that must be spent within 
the same area.

“Our goal is to improve 
livability and vibrancy,” 
board member and 
Mayor Michele Hodges 
said.

If no renewal is made 
by the end of June, the 
DDA, which was founded 
in 1986, and extended 
the fi rst time in 2012, will 
expire and be gone for-
ever.

“The state doesn’t 
allow DDAs anymore,” 
City Manager Nick 
Sizeland said. “(We’re) 
grandfathered in. If we 
let this lapse, we’d never 
have it back.”

Sizeland said the DDA 
captured $145,452 this 
year.

He and Kilby drafted 
the extension and list of 
50 projects.

“We received com-
ments from several 
board members that 
were incorporated into 
the plan,” Kilby said.

“It looks like you got 
everything in there we 
talked about and more,” 
said Sharron Corbin, a 
board member since 
2019.

D D A  C h a i r m a n 
Benjamin Wixson sought 
clarification on a pro-
posed project to “provide 
for safety … in the DDA 
by providing police pro-
tection, fire protection, 
apparatus, cameras, 
drones, license plate 
readers and other tech-
nology.”

“That seems like a 
function of  public 
safety,” Wixson said.

Kilby explained, “If 
(DDA offi cials) suddenly 
determine they have a 
problem with crime, you 
can take care of that. If 
we wanted to hire an offi -
cer from the city for a 
festival or whatever to be 
present and deter crime, 
this section is in there. 
Again, if it’s not in the 
plan, we can’t spend tax 
increment fi nancing rev-
enue on it.”

“We would partner 
with public safety?” 
Wixson asked.

“Yes,” Kilby said.
DDA funds can only be 

spent on projects con-
tained in or implied by 
the projects list.

“Keeping (the list of 
projects) very general 
allows us to at least refer 
to a project,” Kilby said.

If, for instance, the 
plan specifi ed repaving 
the Jefferson sidewalk 
only, there could be no 
DDA funds spent on 

repaving on a sidewalk 
elsewhere.

“We couldn’t do it 
because the plan speci-
fied Jefferson,” Kilby 
said. “So, just ‘sidewalk’ 
is determined by the 
board.”

Hodges said “pedes-
trian upgrades” could 
encompass improving 
Jefferson crosswalks for 
youngsters attending 
Defer Elementary — due 
to the closure of Trombly 
Elementary — and Pierce 
Middle schools.

Another goal with 
built-in latitude is to 
“work either individually 
or jointly with other gov-
ernmental units to 
develop and construct 
streetscape beautifica-
tion programs.”

“That’s where we could 
partner with Jefferson 
East (Inc.) on streetscape 
projects,” said Sizeland, 
referring to a nonprofi t 
organization in Detroit 
that promotes housing 
development and strong 
neighborhoods.

He added, “When we 
were developing these 
(projects), the broader 
the better. That gives us 
the fl exibility to do what 
w e  w o u l d  l i k e . 
Sometimes you can get 
too specifi c. Once you do 
that, that limits your abil-
ities.”

According to the 
renewal document, the 
DDA plan should be a 
long-range guide for:

◆ “Evaluating propos-
als for physical changes 
and scheduling improve-
ments in the downtown 
district,”

◆ “Making recommen-
dations and establishing 
properties in the devel-
opment area,”

◆ “A foundation for 
conducting more specifi c 
and detailed studies for 
the general development 
district” and

◆ “A source of infor-
mation and a statement 
of policy which is useful 
to citizens and business 
owners in making pri-
vate investment deci-
sions.”

DDA:
Continued from page 5A

GROSSE POINTE PARK — Within a 
document being drafted to renew the 
Downtown Development Authority for 
30 years is a list of 50 proposed projects 
within the organization’s purview.

Projects were proposed as means to 
fulfi ll the DDA’s mission of economic 
development within its boundaries 
along lower Jefferson, including the 
municipal headquarters and public 
safety complex.

DDA funds projects through tax 
increment fi nancing.

According to the renewal document, 
“Tax increment financing … (dedi-
cates) a portion of the increase in the 
tax base resulting from the economic 
growth and development to … improve-
ments within a development area 
thereby facilitating economic growth 
and development.”

Further, “It is intended that the plan 
becomes the basis for all future devel-
opment (and) redevelopment projects 
in the downtown district.”

As such, the plan proposes 50 overall 
improvements to the district, including 
but not limited to:

◆ “The DDA will work with owners 
of property within the district to iden-
tify potential for further development 
or redevelopment.”

◆ “Install, maintain and replace light-

ing.”
◆ “Promote commerce.”
◆ “Attract more events and visitors.”
◆ “Work in conjunction with another 

organization to assist small business 
organizations.”

◆ “Acquire dilapidated structures 
and either rehabilitate or demolish 
them.”

◆ “Erect facilities deemed necessary 
to encourage economic development or 
attract individuals to the district.”

◆ “Assist property owners in busi-
ness identifi cation through a sign or 
wayfi nding program.”

◆ “Beautify areas of the DDA.”
◆ “Install irrigation systems.”
◆ “Improve the district by eradication 

of blight and unsightly conditions.”
◆ “Upgrade (and) install water lines 

and related appurtenances, sanitary 
sewer lines, public service facilities, 
roads, storm sewers, planning docu-
ments (including) zoning ordinances, 
vegetation including hedges and trees, 
bus shelters, parking meters, electronic 
vehicle parking stations.”

◆ “Partner with businesses to create 
a public parking program to assist with 
alleviating parking congestion.”

◆ “Provide for or work with another 
organization to provide transportation 
services to and from the DDA district.”

The DDA was established in 1986 
and updated in 2012.

— Brad Lindberg

DDA goals

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— The only specifi c objec-
tive in the otherwise 
broad ly  worded 
Downtown Development 
Authority’s 30-year to-do 
list commits to transform-
ing the front lawn of city 
hall into a landscaped pa-
tio and gathering space.

Members of the author-
ity board commissioned 
the plan during spring 
2023, to Jima Studio, a 
design fi rm.

Of Jima’s two proposed 

concepts, the one earning 
board favor replaced the 
front lawn of city hall with 
a pedestrian plaza 
accented with shade trees.

Greenspace was pre-
served between the library 
plaza and a proposed 
34-space parking lot to be 
built in front of the Grosse 
Pointe Public Library 
Park branch. The lot is 
unlikely to be constructed 
because it turned out the 
DDA doesn’t own the land 
for which it was proposed.

The existing city hall 
parking lot, however, was 
redesigned with a land-
scaped traffic island 
between the library, city 
hall and attached public 
safety complex.

Designers preserved 
but reconfigured U.S. 
Postal Service and munic-
ipal drop-off mailboxes 
while reconfiguring an 
existing rear parking lot 
into two separate lots with 
a single, combined access 
to and from Maryland 
Road.

— Brad Lindberg

City hall patio retained

COURTESY PHOTO

Native Grosse Pointers J.T. Harding, left, and Peter 
Zinn collaborated on “Music City,” which is back by 
popular demand for another off-Broadway run in 
New York.

Pointers’ production gaining traction in NYC
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T H E  G R O S S E 
POINTES — A second 
lawsuit fi led in March 
against the Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System has been made 
public.

Shantrell Griffi n, who 
has taught special edu-
cation in the district for 
nearly two decades and 
currently is at Parcells 
Middle School, fi led suit 
against GPPSS March 2, 
in Wayne County Circuit 
Court.

A spokesperson for 
the district said it would 
not comment on pend-
ing litigation.

Griffi n alleges GPPSS 
discriminated against 
her on the basis of race 
i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f 
Michigan’s  E l l io t t -
Larsen Civil Rights Act, 
retaliated against her in 
violation of ELCRA, 
promoted a hostile work 
environment, failed to 

prevent racial discrimi-
nation, violated the 
M i c h i g a n 
W h i s t l e b l o w e r ’ s 
Protection Act and pro-
vided negligent supervi-
sion.

The suit says Griffi n 
h a s  “ r e p e a t e d l y 
reported feeling deval-
ued, marginalized and 
subjected to a hostile 
work  env i ronment 
based on race,” despite 
her tenure in the district 
and that her “advocacy 
and protected activity 
have been met with 
resistance, hostility and 
retaliation by the dis-
trict and its leadership.”

Griffin said she was 
exposed to racist videos 
made by students more 
than once in 2016 and 
once in 2019. After one 
of the incidents in 2016, 
Griffi n said the district 
forced her to face the 
students for an apology, 
causing her “signifi cant 
discomfort.”

She added in April 

2022, an administrator 
and teacher at Parcells 
used racist language 
and although they were 
suspended with pay, 
returned to their respec-
tive positions “with no 
corrective action.”

In early 2023, Griffi n 
states she expressed 
concern to administra-
tors that “students of 
color were disciplined 
more harshly than white 
students for the same 
behaviors” and later in 
2023 was “struck by a 
student of a different 
race” who only received 
a two-day suspension.

The suit continues 
during a district listen-
ing session in May 2025, 
which was represented 
as “a safe environment 
to express concerns,” 
she was “repeatedly 
interrupted, told to stop 
speaking and silenced 
in front of colleagues,” 
while a white coworker 
“expressing the same 
concerns was allowed to 

speak freely.”
Griffi n alleges negli-

gent supervision caused 
her “emotional distress, 
professional harm and 
loss of workplace safety 
and dignity.”

Griffi n is requesting:
◆ a jury trial,
◆ compensatory dam-

ages,
◆ exemplary dam-

ages,
◆ attorney fees and
◆ any other relief the 

court deems appropri-
ate.

As reported in the 
Grosse Pointe News last 
week, Gary Shane Pruitt 
of Grosse Pointe Woods 
fi led a civil rights com-
plaint against the dis-
trict in late March 
regarding his banish-
ment from school prop-
erty over a video he 
filmed inside Parcells 
and posted onl ine 
expressing concern 
over what his suit 
termed “rainbow/trans-
gender pride fl ags.”

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

GPPSS being sued by teacher

THE GROSSE POINTES 
— The Grosse Pointe 
Public School System 
Board of Education voted 
at its meeting Monday, 
March 23, to put limits on 
what types of groups can 
give gifts and donations 
to the district.

The policy, 8.05 under 
“Community Relations,” 
adds a new line to the end 
of the existing policy stat-
ing, “The board will not 
accept any gift, bequests 

or donations from any 
political infl uence organi-
zation or entity.”

P r e s i d e n t  C l i n t 
Derringer, Vice President 
C o l l e e n  W o r d e n , 
Treasurer Tim Klepp and 
Trustee Laura Hull voted 
for the change. Trustees 
Sean Cotton and Ginny 
Jeup voted against, with 
Secretary Valarie St. 
John absent.

The change was talked 
about in at least two 
board Policy Committee 
meetings.

“This is all about tar-

geting one group,” Jeup 
said. “It’s about power 
and control and who this 
board likes and doesn’t 
like.”

Jeup was referring to 
Pointers for Academic 
Excellence, an organiza-
tion started by Cotton, 
who also owns the Grosse 
Pointe News, shortly 
after he was elected to 
the board in 2022, 
although he is not 
involved in the day-to-
day activities of the 
group.

PfAE, registered as a 

P o l i t i c a l  A c t i o n 
Committee, supported a 
slate of candidates that 
opposed Derringer, 
Worden, Klepp and Hull 
in the 2024 election.

“This (policy) targets 
organizations based on 
the opinions of board 
members,” Cotton said.

According to a state-
ment on PfAE’s Facebook 
page, a GPPSS teacher 
approached them about 
an $8,000 grant to cover 
transportation costs and 
pool time at Grosse 
Pointe North High School 

to provide swimming les-
sons to district students 
in Harper Woods since 
the Parcells Middle 
School pool is closed.

Once certain board 
members termed the 
donation as “improper,” 
PfAE withdrew the offer 
and gave the money to a 
district band booster club 
to purchase new instru-
ments.

Dur ing a  Pol icy 
Committee meeting in 
January,  Derringer 
agreed with attorney 
Jeremy Motz of the Clark 

Hill law fi rm that while 
accepting donations from 
political entities is, “not 
explicitly prohibited by 
law,” he called it an “ethi-
cally gray area.”

In its post, PfAE noted 
it, “will continue to put its 
money and effort behind 
students, families and 
programs in this district. 
Community members 
deserve the full picture of 
who is actually investing 
in kids and who is work-
ing to keep that support 
out of our school sys-
tem.”

Board of Ed changes policy regarding gifts
By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Every cent counts
Leila Oskui, of the Grosse Pointe South High School 
Varsity Club, snapped this photo of fellow members 
counting money from their efforts to support the 
eighth annual March for Meals to benefit The 
Helm’s Meals on Wheels program. The club raised 
$1,706 last month during a “miracle minute,” in 
which students schoolwide donate as much money 
as they can in one minute. South’s National Honor 
Society raised $1,104 in 2025 in one minute.
The Helm delivered 33,000 meals in 2025 to resi-
dents 60 and older in the Pointes and Harper 
Woods, up 10,000 from five years ago.
“The Helm deeply appreciates the South Varsity 
Club’s leadership and the generosity of the entire 
student body,” said Liz Johnson, development di-
rector at The Helm.

COURTESY PHOTO
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Magic, heart and 
humor take center stage 
as Grosse Pointe Theatre 
presents Roald Dahl’s 
“Matilda the Musical,” 
from April 10 to 26, at 
Parcells Middle School.

Directed by Olyvia 
O’Donnell, the produc-
tion double-casted nine 
roles due to the amount 
of talent seen during 
auditions.

“We had over 150 peo-
ple audition for this — 
mostly kids,” O’Donnell 
said. “That’s a good prob-
lem to have; there are a 
lot of really talented peo-
ple. We double-casted 
the main nine — our little 
kids. What I love most is 
that they really push each 
other. There’s also no 
rivalry. They call each 
other their twins. It’s 
been a pleasure to see 
them grow together.”

“Matilda” tells the story 
of a 5-year-old girl who 
doesn’t quite fi t with her 
family. Her parents are 
cruel and always trying 
to cheat the system, 
O’Donnell said, and all 
her brother wants to do is 
watch television. The 
girl, however, loves to 
read and exercise her 
imagination.

“She goes to school at 
Crunchem Hall and has a 
headmistress named 
Agatha Trunchbull, who 
is mean and cruel,” 
O ’ D o n n e l l  s a i d . 
“(Actress) Betsy Steinert 
King is such a sweetheart 
in real life, but she really 
captures Trunchbull’s 
mean spirit. She butts 
heads with Matilda’s 
teacher, Miss Honey.”

When Trunchbull bul-
lies the students, Matilda 
uses her intelligence, 
courage and a touch of 
magic to stand up for 
what’s right, she added.

“The thing that drew 
me most to ‘Matilda’ is 
that it’s a really magical 
story about an extraordi-
nary girl with a remark-
a b l e  m i n d  a n d 
unbreakable spirit who 
stands up for everyone 
and stands up for her-
self,” O’Donnell said. 

“It’s a powerful reminder 
that even someone young 
can have an unbreakable 
spirit.

“She’s written as a 
5-year-old in the musical, 
but traditionally on 
Broadway, it’s played by 
an 11-year-old,” she 
added. “Our two Matildas 
are 10 and 11.”

Both actresses in the 
title role — Grace Lane, 
10, of Bloomfi eld Hills, 
and Olive Nouhan, 11, of 
Grosse Pointe — are 
doing a beautiful job of 
leading the production, 
O’Donnell said.

“This is an especially 
impressive achievement, 
as Matilda carries more 
lines, songs and choreog-
raphy than any other 
character in the show,” 
O’Donnell said. “Both 
Olive and Grace have 
risen to the challenge 
with remarkable dedica-
tion, talent and profes-
sionalism.”

Lane, she said, consis-
tently asks thoughtful 
questions in rehearsal 
and “approaches her 
work with such sweet-
ness and genuine excite-
ment, you would never 

guess how young she is,” 
O’Donnell said. “Olive 
always arrives ready to 
work and has even 
skipped important dance 
classes to be at rehearsal, 
showing an extraordi-
nary level of commitment 
and dedication to the 
production.

“They are not only 
delivering strong perfor-
mances, but also setting 
wonderful examples for 
the other young cast 
members,” she added. 
“Their focus, kindness 
and ability to collaborate 

with both their peers and 
adult cast have made 
them true leaders 
throughout the rehearsal 
process. Audiences can 
look forward to two truly 
standout performances 
from these exceptionally 
talented young ladies.”

O’Donnell also cred-
ited adult cast members 
for their strong work in 
the production.

“Among the other 
standout performances is 
Jillian Evennou as the 
gentle Miss Honey and 
Betsy Steinert King as 

the cruel headmistress, 
Agatha Trunchbull,” she 
said. “It is Jillian’s break-
out role with GPT. She 
really brings Miss 
Honey’s nervousness and 
timidness, but also her 
strength by standing up 
for Matilda. And the kids 
just absolutely love her. 
Betsy, on the other hand, 
has such a large stage 
presence and her voice is 
so phenomenal. She 
really is terrifying.”

With nine double-
casted roles, rehearsals 
have proven challenging. 
Leaning into the lan-
guage used by Agatha 
Trunchbull, the “revolt-
ing cast” and the 
“naughty cast” have 
rehearsed both together 
and separately during the 
process.

“Both casts were 
together at the begin-
ning,” O’Donnell said, 
noting each cast ran 
through each scene. “It 
was helpful for the adults 
to have that repetition. 
Both casts are so differ-
ent, it was nice for the 
adults to learn to play off 
both of them.”

Dance and music les-

sons and scene blocking 
were tackled together, 
before splitting the casts 
into separate rehearsals.

“During tech week, 
we’ll all be together, in 
case I have notes for one 
cast the other one needs 
to hear,” O’Donnell said. 
“They’re all so great, very 
talented and supportive 
of each other.”

Juggling two casts is a 
challenge worth the 
rewards, O’Donnell said, 
noting that seeing the 
production come to frui-
tion has been gratifying.

“Our ‘big kids’ — the 
adult ensemble — they’re 
all adults playing little 
kids,” she said. “They 
boost all the dances, 
boost all the singing. And 
seeing the little kids — I 
can’t believe how tal-
ented they are, especially 
the Matildas, who carry 
the show. … That’s after 
being in school fi ve days 
a week and then coming 
to rehearsals. It’s reward-
ing seeing how much 
they’ve grown through 
the process.”

This marks the first 
musical O’Donnell has 
directed, though she’s no 
novice behind the scenes. 
She studied directing in 
college and directed a 
10-minute play for GPT’s 
Take Ten: Ten-Minute 
Play Festival.

She also served as 
apprentice director on 
GPT’s “Little Shop of 
Horrors” and “The Sound 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Magic in the air for GPT’s ‘Matilda the Musical’

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GPT

 Jillian Evennou, as Miss Honey, stands with students of Crunchem Hall for Grosse Pointe Theatre’s pro-
duction of “Matilda the Musical.”

The details
What: Grosse Pointe Theatre 
presents Roald Dahl’s 
“Matilda the Musical”
Where: Parcells Middle 
School, 20600 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods
When:
◆ 7:30 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday, April 10 and 11
◆ 2 p.m. Sunday, April 12
◆ 7:30 p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday, April 16 to 18
◆ 2 p.m. Sunday, April 19
◆ 7:30 p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday, April 23 to 25
◆ 2 p.m. Sunday, April 26
Tickets: Visit gpt.org/matilda

Two casts will be featured in Matilda because of the talent displayed during auditions.

Hannah Roth as Mrs. Wormwood and Kyle 
O’Donnell as Mr. Wormwood. Pictured in the back-
ground are Olive Nouhan as Matilda and Mack 
Kohler as Michael Wormwood. 

See MATILDA, page 6B
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OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

20705 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236

(313) 884-5500

A neighborhood funeral home with longstanding roots in the 
community, A.H. Peters Funeral Home has served the community 

for over a century. It has been our honor to guide families through 
one of the most diffi cult moments in life. Our experienced and 

compassionate team will walk you through
the process and handle every detail.

Ser ving The Com munity Since 1917

Tim Harris
GENERAL MANAGER

 John Campbell
MANAGER
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Cameron Elisabeth 
Marchetti

Cameron Elisabeth 
Marchetti, 22, of Grosse 
Pointe Park, passed away 
Wednesday, March 18, 
2026, as a result of a tragic 
drowning while vacation-
ing in Manatí, Puerto Rico, 
alongside her loving girl-
friend, Paige Frizza.

Born March 31, 2003, 
Cameron was a bright and 
compassionate young 
woman whose life was 
marked by curiosity, dedi-
cation and a deep love for 
the natural world. She 
completed her early edu-
cation through the Grosse 
Pointe Public School 
System and graduated 
from Grosse Pointe South 
High School in 2021.

Cameron attended 
Wayne State University, 
where she earned a 
Bachelor of Science 
degree in 2026, from the 
College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences. She majored 
in environmental science 
with a minor in biology, 
refl ecting her lifelong pas-
sion for animals, nature 
and environmental stew-
ardship. A strong and 
committed student, 
Cameron earned induc-
tion into the Honors 
Student Association and 
was an active member of 
the Green Warriors 
Sustainability Club.

She was eagerly antici-
pating beginning graduate 
studies at Wayne State 
University, where she 
planned to further her 
research in ecological data 
collection, geographic 
information systems and 
sustainability, with a 
growing interest in envi-
ronmental public policy. 
Cameron also was a col-
laborative researcher; her 
work recently was pub-
lished in a noted scientifi c 
journal.

Outside of her academic 
pursuits, Cameron found 
joy in hiking, playing the 
piano, photography and 
her hometown Detroit 
Lions. She will be remem-
bered by all who knew her 
for her gentle spirit, intel-
lectual curiosity and 
unwavering love for the 
environment and those 
around her.

Cameron is survived by 
her adoring mother, 
Rebecca (nee Dallaire) 
Marchetti; beloved sister, 
Brooklynn Marchetti; 
adoptive father, Charles 
Marchetti; biological 
father, Tim Addy; and 
half-brother, Timothy 
Addy III. She also leaves 

behind her devoted grand-
parents, Anne and Bob 
Dallaire, whom she affec-
tionally called Mamie and 
Papa; uncles, Rob Dallaire 
(Laci Gruner) and Michael 
Dallaire (Olivia Stander); 
and cherished cousins, 
Harper, Emmerson, 
Hazel, Vivienne and 
Michael Dallaire Jr., all of 
whom adored her deeply.

Cameron’s many pets, 
especially her cat, Bean, 
also remain as part of her 
lasting memory.

A memorial gathering 
will be held 4 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 15, at 
the Lochmoor Club, 1018 
Sunningdale, Grosse 
Pointe Woods. 

Her family extends their 
heartfelt gratitude to all 
who have offered support, 
prayers and generous con-
tributions, as well as the 
many expressions of sym-
pathy during this pro-
foundly difficult time. 
They also thank A.H. 
Peters Funeral Home in 
Grosse Pointe Woods, 
who facilitated arrange-
ments in Puerto Rico.

Fikry F. Ibrahim, 
M.D., FACP

Fikry F. Ibrahim, M.D., 
FACP, 82, of Grosse 
Pointe Shores, passed 
away peacefully Sunday, 
March 22, 2026, joining 
his beloved son, Tarik. 

Following the loss of 
their son in 2016, Fikry 
and his wife, Mona, shared 
a deeply personal wish 
that their own fi nal ser-
vices be considered com-
plete alongside Tarik’s. 
Respecting this request 
for privacy and simplicity, 
the family held a private 
service, honoring Fikry’s 
sentiment that his for-
mal farewell was fulfi lled 
Aug. 6, 2016, alongside 
Dr. Tarik F. Ibrahim. The 
family also will honor 
these wishes for Dr. Mona 
Ibrahim when the time 
comes.

Dr. Ibrahim was a 
retired oncologist who 
dedicated more than 50 
years to his private prac-
tice in hematology and 
oncology, serving the 
Grosse Pointe and Detroit 
metropolitan areas. He 
held the distinguished role 
of chief of internal medi-
cine at the former 
Saratoga Community 
Hospital in Detroit and 
contributed significantly 
to medical education as a 
teacher at St. John 
Hospital (now Henry Ford 
St. John Hospital) and as 

a clinical instructor at 
Wayne State University. 
Throughout his career, he 
was affi liated with Henry 
Ford St. John Hospital and 
Henry Ford Macomb 
Hospital, as well the for-
mer Bon Secours Hospital 
(now Corewell Health 
Beaumont Grosse Pointe 
Hospital).

He earned his Doctor of 
Medicine degree with dis-
tinctions from Cairo 
University (Kasr El Aini) 
and completed advanced 
training in internal medi-
cine and specialized a fel-
lowship in hematology 
and oncology at Wayne 
State University. Dr. 
Ibrahim also was honored 
as a Fellow of the 
American College of 
Physicians. 

Widely recognized for 
h is  compass ionate 
approach, Dr. Ibrahim 
was deeply revered by his 
patients for his dedicated 
care and exceptional bed-
side manner. He will be 
remembered by many as a 
devoted clinician and 
mentor. 

Outside of his practice, 
Fikry’s life was defi ned by 
a rich tapestry of passions. 
While he loved and played 
tennis regularly, his deep-
est passion was music, a 
lifelong love that made 
him a fi xture at both the 
Detroit Opera House and 
Orchestra Hall. To Fikry, 
music was a necessity; he 
embraced everything 
from the grand scale of 
opera to the soul of 
Motown. An avid Detroit 
sports fan, world traveler 
and skilled skier, he also 
was a member of the 
Grosse Pointe Yacht Club, 
where he found great joy 
in sailing. Above all, Fikry 
loved sharing a fi ne meal, 
almost always followed by 
his favorite desserts. 

Dr. Ibrahim is survived 
by his loving wife of 45 
years, Dr. Mona Ibrahim; 
brother-in-law, Dr. Onsi 
Rizk (Yvonne); sister-in-
law, Eva Habib (Bahi); 
nephews, Youssef Rizk 
(Sophia) and Ben Rizk 
(Jennifer); and nieces, 
Mona Haurani (Chady) 
and Mina Zhuk (Dmitri). 
He was a loving great-
uncle to Mira, Nadeem 
and Malek Haurani, Eva 
and Amalie Zhuk and 
Nathan, Jacob, James and 
Elias Rizk. He was prede-
ceased by his beloved son, 
Dr. Tarik Ibrahim; par-
ents, Farag Ibrahim and 
Alice Andraos; brother, 
Dr. Sabry Ibrahim; and 
parents-in-law, Dr. Anis 
Rizk and Marie Boctor. 

The following families 
in Egypt also are mourn-
ing Fikry: the Farag 
Ibrahim family, the 
Andraos Pasha family, the 
Rizk Hanna family and 
the Boctor family.

A r r a n g e m e n t s 
entrusted to A.J. Desmond 
and Sons Funeral 
Directors.

Clark Stevens
Clark Stevens, 92, of 

Grosse Pointe Woods, 
passed away Saturday, 
Feb. 14, 2026.

Clark was born Nov. 28, 
1933, in Detroit, to 
Valentine and Florence 
(nee Potrykus) Salatka, 
the last of their three chil-
dren. 

Clark grew up on the 
east side of Detroit near 
Gratiot and Harper and 
attended Patronage of St. 
Joseph Catholic School. 
He graduated from De La 
Salle Collegiate High 
School in 1951, and earned 
a Bachelor of Science 
degree from the University 
of Detroit. He later earned 
a Juris Doctorate degree 
from Wayne State 
University. He met 
Kathleen Tubacki at a 
dance during his time at 
the University of Detroit; 
the two were married 
Sept. 1, 1956. 

Clark thought he would 
become an engineer, but 
practicality — or perhaps 
lack of manual skills — 
steered him toward a 
career in public account-
ing. Clark’s career in 
accounting took him from 
the city of Detroit to the 
IRS and finally to Ernst 
and Ernst (now Ernst and 
Young). While working at 
the firm, he decided to 
attend law school at night. 
He then practiced tax and 
corporate law for more 
than 40 years, first with 
the firm of Regan and 
Stevens and later on his 
own. He was renowned for 
his fi nancial acumen. He 
advised many organiza-
tions and sat on the boards 
of several local and inter-
national companies. 

Aside from his career 
advising duties, he volun-
teered his time to civic and 
community organizations. 
He helped form fi nancial 
committees in the 1970s at 
two places that were dear 
to him, St. Joan of Arc 
Catholic Church in St. 
Clair Shores and the 
Grosse Pointe Yacht Club, 
both of which he served 
for decades. 

Clark and his wife, 
Kathleen, celebrated 69 
years of marriage in 
September 2025. Together, 
they shared a love of 
travel, most notably to 
Islamorada in the Florida 
Keys and Montana to visit 
their son, Mark, and 
daughter-in-law, Margee. 
Clark and Kathleen made 
countless trips up north, as 
well as to Arizona and 
Europe.

Clark loved his local 
sports teams and shared 
that passion with his sons. 
He was known for his 
quick wit, endless one-lin-
ers and genuine sense of 
humor. He often was the 
life of the party. 

As a longtime member 
of the Grosse Pointe Yacht 
Club, it was easy to fi nd 
Clark there year-round, 
but especially in the sum-
mer. He usually was kick-
ing back with his copy of 

The Wall Street Journal or 
he and Kathleen were 
entertaining friends on his 
appropriately named boat, 
Clark’s Bar. 

Clark is survived by his 
beloved wife of 69 years, 
Kathleen; and loving sons, 
Glenn Stevens and Mark 
Stevens (Margaret). He 
also is survived by many 
nieces and nephews. He 
was predeceased by his 
loving sisters, Leona 
Kulaszewski (Edward) 
and Delores Connell 
(Jack).

Visitation will be held 
from 4 to 8 p.m. Thursday, 
April 9, at A.H. Peters 
Funeral Home, 20705 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods. He will lie in state 
at 9:30 a.m. Friday, April 
10, until a 10 a.m. memo-
rial Mass at St. Joan of Arc 
Catholic Church, 22412 
Overlake, St. Clair Shores.

In lieu of fl owers, memo-
rial donations may be 
made to the Solanus Casey 
Center, 1780 Mt. Elliott St., 
Detroit, MI 48207, solanus
casey.org; or the American 
Lung Association, lung.
org/mi.

Arrangements entrusted 
to A.H. Peters Funeral 
Home.

Charles Stilwell 
Tompkins III

Charles “Butch” Stilwell 
Tompkins, 79, passed 
away peacefully Sunday, 
March 22, 2026, at home 
in Naples, Fla.

Butch was born Sept. 8, 
1946, in Detroit, the sec-
ond of five children to 
Charles and Jean (nee 
Bourg) Tompkins. He is 
survived by his loving wife 
of 56 years, Brooke (nee 
McQueen) Tompkins; 
three children, Tracy 
S k u p i e n  ( D a v i d ) , 
Katherine McSkimming 
(Scott) and Charles 
Tompkins IV (Kathryn); 
nine beloved grandchil-
dren, Kathryn, Henry, 
Margaret ,  Andrew, 
Thomas, Donald, Hadley, 
Emily and Victoria; and 
siblings, Margo Sutton 
(Bill), Joseph Tompkins 
(Susan) and James 
Tompkins (Amanda). He 
was predeceased by his 
parents; and brother, John 
Tompkins (Colleen). 

A lifelong resident of 
Grosse Pointe, Charles 
graduated from Grosse 
Pointe High School in 
1964, and earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree 
from the University of 
Michigan in 1968. After 
graduating, he went to 
work for his father, taking 
over the small products 
division of Tompkins 
Printing Equipment Co. A 
man of letters by educa-
tion, he became a man of 
numbers as a self-taught 
engineer and machinist. 
Charles and his brother, 
Joe, built Tompkins 
Products into what it is 
today — a world-class, 
Tier 1 automotive supplier 
with more than 200 
employees. For 62 years 
and right up until his last 
months, Charles tirelessly 
devoted himself to the suc-
cess of his company, build-
ing multiple facilities 
within the city of Detroit 
and employing thousands 
of people from the sur-
rounding communities. 

Charles spent his child-
hood at the Detroit Yacht 
Club, taking advantage of 
his proximity to water and 

love of competition to 
become a formidable 
swimmer and sailboat 
racer. Since starting in the 
mid-1960s, he raced in 
more than 50 Bayview 
Mackinac races from Port 
Huron and Chicago. He 
joined Bayview Yacht 
Club as a young man in 
the early 1970s and owned 
or co-owned three consec-
utive racing sailboats: fi rst 
Boomerang, then Eclipse 
and, finally on his own, 
Bandit. He won the 
Bayview Mackinac Race 
eight times on those boats 
and fi nished second over-
all in the 1982 race. For 10 
years, he campaigned his 
Farr 40 Bandit around the 
country against the best in 
the world, in Chicago dur-
ing the Farr 40 Great 
Lakes Series, South 
Florida during Key West 
Race Week and the Miami 
Southern Ocean Racing 
Conference and in San 
Francisco during the Farr 
40 World Championship 
and NOOD (now the Helly 
Hansen Sailing World 
Regatta Series).

Charles also was an avid 
golfer. He discovered this 
passion in midlife and 
joined the Detroit Golf 
Club in 1988. In doing so, 
he created a family of golf-
ers, fi rst with his wife and 
children and then with his 
grandchildren, who all 
play golf to this day. He 
later joined the Country 
Club of Detroit in Grosse 
Pointe Farms, Birchwood 
Farms Golf and Country 
Club in Harbor Springs 
and Bay Colony Golf Club 
in Naples, Fla. He was a 
men’s league partner with 
his son, Charlie, for almost 
20 years. They also were 
tournament partners and 
travel companions who 
visited Scotland twice to 
play golf.

In his free time, Charles 
allowed his adventurous 
spirit and love of family to 
take him all over the world. 
He and Brooke spent 
many days of their lives 
exploring together and 
traveling to beautiful des-
tinations on fi ve different 
continents. They often did 
this in the company of 
close friends, their chil-
dren and even their grand-
children, generously 
inviting those closest to 
them to share these adven-
tures.

He will be greatly missed 
by his many friends, fam-
ily and colleagues, who 
admired him for his loyal 
spirit and loving heart. His 
tough-on-the-outside, ten-
d e r - o n - t h e - i n s i d e 
approach proved to be an 
effective way to build a 
truly rich and rewarding 
life.

A Service of the 
Resurrection will be held 
at 2 p.m. Friday, April 24, 
at Grosse Pointe Memorial 
Church, 16 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

In lieu of fl owers, memo-
rial donations may be 
made to The Salvation 
Army, bit.ly/3O5BHTl.

Clark StevensDr. Fikry F. IbrahimCameron E. Marchetti

Charles S. Tompkins III
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By Grosse Pointe News Staff

Everyone wants to live the happiest and healthiest 
life possible. Yet taking the steps to protect good 
health is one part of adulting that many choose to 
avoid. A few simple screenings can go a long way 
toward contributing to better health and longevity — 
not to mention peace of mind.  

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) reports that fewer than half of Americans 65 
and older are up to date on health screenings and 
treatments. Guidelines have changed, so it’s good to 
be current on the latest recommendations by medical 
experts.

Dr. Saima A. Khan, M.D., MPH, of Family Practice 
Care, advises seniors to get an annual physical with 
their primary care physician to discuss the health 
screenings they need. 

“Don’t wait until you are not feeling well,” Dr. Khan 
said. “Many chronic diseases such as diabetes and 
high blood pressure don’t have any symptoms in the 
early stages, but catching and treating them early can 
mean fewer medications, avoiding organ damage and 
improving quality of life as well as longevity.”

To help you stay on track, we’ve looked into some 
of the top potential senior wellness issues to be 
aware of — and how often they should be checked to 
give yourself a cleaner bill of health. Here are some 
screening recommendations for people over 65, as 
suggested by GoodRx.

Every year:
Blood pressure

Check blood pressure and address any increase in 
numbers quickly. The American Heart Association 
says almost half of all adults have high blood pressure 
(hypertension). As we age, blood vessels can lose 
their elasticity, causing blood pressure to rise. 
Bringing blood pressure into a normal range through 
medication or diet has long-term benefi ts, putting 
less stress on the system. This can help prevent heart 
disease and stroke.

Cholesterol
It’s best to work with your family doctor or 

cardiologist to monitor serum cholesterol, but 
generally, seniors older than 65 should have their 
cholesterol levels checked annually. While some 
guidelines for low-risk individuals suggest every 
four to six years is suffi cient, an increased risk for 
cardiovascular episodes associated with aging make 
a strong case for yearly testing  — particularly with 
high-risk factors such as diabetes, hypertension or 
smoking.

Eyes 
Vision should be examined every year or two, for 

eyesight/prescription changes, as well as for age-
related eye disease such as macular degeneration, 
glaucoma and cataracts. Seeing fl ashing lights, 
halos and blind spots can signal an urgent need for 
testing. Diabetics especially need to monitor any 
vision changes, since vision can be impacted by this 
disease.

Lungs (for smokers)
Government agency U.S. Preventive Services Task 

Force (USPSTF) states that seniors who have smoked 
a pack a day long term (20 years or more) should be 
screened yearly for lung cancer, according to GoodRx.

Lung health issues such as emphysema, COPD and 
others can be exacerbated by smoking as well. 

Every 2 years:
Osteoporosis

Bone fractures are painful and can sideline you 
from the things you enjoy most, so safeguarding 
bone health is  smart, especially as we age. The 
USPSTF advises women age 65 and older to get a 
bone density scan at least once, with re-screenings 
recommended every two years moving forward if 
osteoporosis is suspected. Frequency of checkup 
scans should vary based on previous results and 
individual risk factors. Medicare typically covers 
bone density screenings every 24 months for 
women older than 65 and men older than 70. 

Breast cancer
Women 55 and older with an average risk 

assessment should have regular mammograms 
every other year, according to The American Cancer 
Society. Those older than 74 should consult a 
physician familiar with their individual case and risk 
factors — including family history — to recommend 
a screening frequency tailored to their needs.

Every 3 years:
Diabetes

The necessity of blood sugar screenings for adults 
older than 65 is generally every one to three years. 
For those with higher risk factors like obesity or high 
blood pressure, testing should be done once or more 
per year. Medicare covers type 2 diabetes screening 
up to twice annually for high-risk individuals, with 
yearly blood checks recommended for those with 
either prediabetes or pre-existing risks. Know your 
risk factors and act accordingly.

Cervical cancer
This is an area where guidelines have recently 

changed. The current medical recommendations by 
the American Cancer Society are as follows:

• Women older than 65 who have had three 
consecutive negative Pap tests or two negative HPV 
tests within 10 years can generally stop cervical 
cancer screening.

• Those women with non-routine screening 
results should continue testing into their 70s  — or 
until two to three normal consecutive test results 
are achieved.

• Women who have not had a test in the last 10 
years, or ever, should continue to get screened.

• High-risk women with a history of high-grade 
precancerous lesions, HIV or a weakened immune 
system need to continue their screenings.

• If a hysterectomy was done for cancer or pre-
cancer, screening must continue regularly.

Every 5-10 years:
Colorectal cancer

For average-risk individuals older than 65, a colo-
noscopy is generally recommended every 10 years 
until age 75. If any polyps were found during a previ-
ous exam, screenings should be more frequent, such 
as every three to seven years. As a rule, colorectal 
screening is typically discontinued after age 75 to 80, 
as potential risks may outweigh benefi ts.

Dr. Khan encourages seniors to work with their 
physicians on the best course of action for them.

“Colonoscopy is the best way, but it is not the only 
way to screen for colon cancer, so it is important to 
discuss all the options with your doctor,” she said. 

“But most patients who get a colonoscopy are 
pleasantly surprised at how easy it is,” she added.

At least once:
Hearing

Hearing loss may be gradual, so you may not 
notice it all at once. If you detect any changes to your 
hearing — like diffi culty picking up various tones, 
ringing in the ears or a difference in the sound level 
between ears — it’s best to get it checked promptly. 
A hearing exam is a simple in-offi ce test. Catching 
any problems early can offer solutions — from ear 
cleaning to hearing aids to cochlear implants — 
preserving your quality of life for years to come.

Hepatitis C
Ask your doctor to include this test at least once 

during regular blood screenings. Per the CDC, Baby 
Boomers are fi ve times more likely to have contracted 
this blood disease. There are often no symptoms, as 
hepatitis develops gradually. Treating it promptly 
can help protect you from future liver disease.

Aneurysm
Screening recommendations can vary, but 

generally are focused on men who smoke, 
since smoking signifi cantly increases the risk of 
abdominal aortic aneurysm.

The Mayo Clinic offers that men ages 65 to 75 who 
have ever smoked cigarettes should have a one-time 
abdominal ultrasound screening. Elder women who 
have smoked should consult their physician about 
the need to screen.

For men and women ages 65 to 75 who have 
never smoked, the need for this test is based on risk 
factors like family history of aneurysm.

For an appointment with Dr. Khan, contact 
Family Practice Care at (586) 393-6500 or visit 
online at familypracticecarepllc.com.

Dr. Saima A. Khan, M.D., MPH, above, advises seniors 
looking to safeguard health in their golden years to 
maintain a proper schedule of health screenings.

It pays to take good care of the health you’ve got

Going Going 
thethe 

 distance
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Delving into the Archives to see how students in the 1930s 
and 1940s welcomed the thaw. Whether it’s 1936 or 2026,

the urge to put down the pen remains the same.

Covers from Grosse Pointe High’s literary journal, Proem, 1939 and 1942.

The Dr. Frank Bicknell 
Lecture Series, presented 
by the Grosse Pointe 
Historical Society, con-
tinues with Bruce Allen 
Kopytek’s lecture, “The 
Detroit and Cleveland 
Navigation Company,” at 
7 p.m. Wednesday, April 
15, at the Grosse Pointe 
History Center, 375 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

The Detroit  and 
Cleveland Navigation 
Company was almost 
inseparable from the city 
of Detroit for almost a 
century. In 1877, Grosse 
Pointers James McMillan 
and John Newberry 
joined the ranks of the 
D&C ownership. The 
McMillan family, which 
included a number of 
Grosse Pointe residents, 
continued this ownership 
until 1948. 

The company’s route 
map stretched from 
Buffalo to Chicago, with 
Detroit as its hub, its 
ships plying Lake St. 
Clair and passing the 
Grosse Pointes dozens of 
times each year until the 
1960s, when cruising the 
Great Lakes in a passen-
ger ship went out of style.

Through Kopytek’s 
PowerPoint presentation, 
attendees will take a look 
at the world of steamship 
travel in the fi rst half of 
the 20th century, when 
majestic luxury liners 
were a regular sight on 
one of the world’s great 
waterways. This is a 
chance to look back at a 
glittering world of steam, 
speed and luxury that has 
all but disappeared from 

Michigan’s lakes and riv-
ers, as well as gain a 
greater understanding of 
these forgotten wonders 
of maritime heritage.

A licensed architect, 
Kopytek ’s  des igns 
include various commer-
cial and residential proj-
ects locally, nationally 
and abroad. He recently 
was responsible for the 
master plan of Northland 
City Center, a project that 
will preserve and enhance 
the remaining structures 
of the former 1954 shop-
ping center built by The J. 
L. Hudson Co.

Kopytek has published 
four titles for The History 
Press, and in 2020 
launched his own pub-
lishing venture, Editions 
BK LLC. He has been a 
GPHS Bicknell presenter 

twice before: November 
2012 for “Jacobson’s: I 
Miss It So!: The Story of 
a Michigan Fashion 
I n s t i t u t i o n ”  a n d 
November 2024 for 
“Hudson:  Detroi t ’s 
W o r l d - F a m o u s 
Department Store.”

The Bicknell lecture 
series concludes May 20, 
with “Corrado Parducci: 
Grosse Pointe’s own 
Architectural Sculptor,” 
at the Ford House Visitors 
Center, 1100 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Shores.

Admission to the lec-
ture is free, but advanced 
registration is requested 
as seating is limited. 
Register online at gp
historical.org/bicknell-
lecture.html. For more 
information, call (313) 
884-7010.

Bicknell lecture series 
continues April 15

As people age, maintaining balance 
becomes increasingly important. A 
Matter of Balance is 
back at The Helm to 
help. 

The evidence-based 
program is designed for 
adults age 60 and older 
and combines classroom 
study with exercises 
designed to reduce falls 
and the fear of falling, as 
well as increase activity 
l eve l s .  Inc reas ing 
strength and balance, and understand-
ing how falls happen and what can be 
done to control them, helps minimize 
and avoid them.

A Matter of Balance takes place 1:15 
to 3:15 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays, 
April 6 to 29, at The Helm, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms.

The class is open to any Wayne 
County resident and is free of charge.

Maintaining healthy 
habits is another key to 
aging well. Join The 
Helm for a Lunch & 
Learn session about life-
style factors with Dr. 
Pooja Gupta, a cardiolo-
gist and certifi ed lifestyle 
medicine physician. She 
will discuss various life-
style factors that impact 
how people age and how 

modifying existing behaviors or creat-
ing new behaviors can improve health.

Live Well with Dr. Gupta takes place 
noon to 1 p.m. Wednesday, April 15. 
Cost is $10 for members of The Helm.

Registration is required for both of 
these classes. Register at helmlife.org 
or call (313) 882-9600.

Focus on healthy aging at The Helm

PHOTO COURTESY OF 
JACKIE DALEWorld Rotary Day

Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary President Mark Heppner, back right, poses with 
club members wearing Grosse Pointe Run T-shirts to celebrate World Rotary 
Day, the 121st birthday of Rotary International.
Rotary International was founded Feb. 23, 1905, by Paul Harris, in Chicago. It 
began with a simple vision — professionals coming together to build friend-
ships and serve the community. What started as a small gathering has grown 
into a global movement of more than 1.4 million members across more than 
200 countries.
Locally, the Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary’s primary fundraising event is the 
Grosse Pointe Run, a 5K/10K/walk event on Lakeshore, this year slated for 
Sept. 19. Last year, the club raised funds for local high school students’ college 
scholarships.
Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary welcomes residents to join its Tuesday morning 
breakfast meetings. For more information, email dennis.rotary1591@gmail.
com.

The Grosse Pointe Garden Center 
hosts its next program, “Entertaining 
in the Garden,” at 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 22, at The War Memorial, 32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe Farms. 
Garden writer and lecturer Julia Hofl ey 

will present. 
Admission is free for all Grosse 

Pointe Garden Center members, $10 
for nonmembers. Registration is 
required in advance at gpgarden
center.org.

Garden Center hosts lecture

©2026 Sunrise Senior Living
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E
very now 
and then I 
get the 
urge to get 
rid of stuff. 
Like most 

LOACAs (Ladies of a 
Certain Age) I know, I 
have way too much stuff. 
I’m not a hoarder, but 
neither am I a minimal-
ist or an essentialist. 
Last week I decided to 
get rid of all the shoes I 
haven’t worn in the last 
three and a half years — 
the number of years 
since I moved from my 
three-bedroom house to 
a two-bed, two-bath 
apartment in a senior 
community.

Out with the heels — 
even the small heels — 
and out  went  the 
sandals. Both: too scary 
for a LOACA who is 
afraid of falling.

Still too many. I’ve 
decided to wear each 
remaining pair of shoes 
for one whole day — to 
give each One Last 
Chance. It’s day four 
and haven’t discarded 
any yet …

Last week I opened my 
safe deposit box for the 
fi rst time in six or seven 
years. My bank notifi ed 
me that it was discontin-
uing safe deposit boxes. 
Apparently, people these 
days store their impor-

tant documents some-
where else — in the 
cloud, maybe, or on their 
iPhones and iPads and 
iWhatevers, or in a card-
board box in the attic, or 
in an underground bun-
ker or a lead-lined safe. 
I’m not sure. Anyway, I 
had to clean it out.

I expected to find a 
few old silver dollars my 
grandmother gave me 
when I was a child, my 
permanent teacher’s 
certifi cate (which turned 
out to be semi-perma-
nent) and the birth cer-
tificates for my three 
daughters; maybe mine 
too.

Wrong! The metal box 

was packed to the brim 
with legal documents: 
paid-off mortgage deeds 
for the last three houses 
I’ve lived in, even one 
from my parents’ house; 
birth certifi cates for two 
of my three daughters — 
so, where is the third 
one and where is mine? 
— weird, semi-impor-
tant stuff like the bill for 
my engagement ring 
(purchased in 1964); my 
marriage license and 
divorce decree; and 
absolute proof for the 
Livonia Public School 
system that, in 1963, I 
was allowed to teach 
because I was not 
infected with tuberculo-
sis.

Next, I went to my 
pantry and perused 
every box, can and 
package, looking for

expiration dates. I 
don’t cook anymore. 
Most of the canned 
goods were brought 
from my house when I 
moved and some of 
them had been in my 
former house pantry for 
q u i t e  s o m e  t i m e . 
The  expiration dates 
were puzzling, too. I 
tossed all the really, 
really old stuff  “expira-
tion: 4/23/18” and older.

But what do I do with 
the “best-if-used-bys?” 
Is a can of chicken noo-
dle soup still tasty and 
nutritious if it’s eaten 
just a year or two past 
its “best by?” I have not 
opened a can of soup, 
chicken noodle or other-
wise, for nearly four 
years.

I recently counted my 
collection of purses. I 
have only carried three 
of them in the last three 
and a half years. But 
what if? What if I need a 
small cream-colored 
clutch next summer to 
match an outfi t or what 
if I want a big cross-
body satchel to tote my 
purchases home from a 

Costco shopping expe-
dition?

And speaking of 
excess ... I noticed an 
outlandish potato chip 
excess at my local 
Kroger store. One com-
plete aisle is devoted to 
chips of every ilk. Mostly 
potato. The variations 
included various-sized 
chips and wavy chips. 
They were available with 
regular salt, sea salt, less 
salt or no salt. Added fl a-
vor selections included 
cheddar cheese, spicy 
jalapeño, cool ranch or 
sour cream and onion. 
They were available 
baked, kettle cooked or 
original.

Then, popcorn — 
already popped — in a 
multitude of flavored 
varieties. Then pita 
chips and their endless 
variations and so on. 

In addition to the 
entire chip aisle, the 
store also featured (trust 
me: I actually counted 
these) four free-standing 
r o t a t i n g  d i s p l a y s 
crammed with various 
kinds of potato chips.

Way too much.

By Margie Reins SmithBy Margie Reins Smith

Sec     nd Time Around

The urge to delete

Sexuality and intimacy 
as a natural and mean-
ingful part of aging will 
be the focus of the next 
Health for Her at The 
Helm program 6 to 7:30 
p.m. Thursday, April 30.

Physical and emotional 
intimacy remain impor-
tant at every stage of life. 
According to the National 
Council on Aging, posi-
tive relationships offer 
measurable health bene-
fits, including reduced 
stress, improved healing 
after surgery, healthier 
lifestyle behaviors and 
increased longevity. 
Research also suggests 
that sexual intimacy may 
help reduce depression, 
lower resting blood pres-
sure and boost levels of 
oxytocin — a hormone 
associated with well-
being and connection.

Despite these benefi ts, 
age-related emotional, 
cognitive and physical 
changes can present 
challenges. This program 
will provide a supportive 
environment to better 
u n d e r s t a n d  t h o s e 
changes and explore 
ways to maintain mean-
ingful connections.

Featured speakers 
include:

◆ Dr. Suzanne Hall, 
M.D., an obstetrician-
gynecologist based in 
Roseville with more than 
30 years of experience 
and extensive expertise 
in gynecologic condi-
tions.

◆  D r .  M i r i a m 
Engstrom, a licensed 
psychologist who spe-
cializes in a wide range 
of women’s issues.

Together, they will dis-
cuss:

◆ life transitions that 
create opportunities to 
redefine sexuality and 
intimacy;

◆ the physiology of 
aging and its impact on 
sexual health; and

◆ expanding and rede-
fi ning what intimacy can 
look like in later life.

A partnership between 
The Helm and The 
Family Center, The 
Health for Her at The 
Helm series is designed 
to provide women with 
trusted information, 

expert guidance and a 
welcoming space to dis-
cuss important health 
topics. Previous presen-
tations covered sleep, 
heart health, medicinal 
marijuana and bone 
health. Look for addi-
tional Health for Her at 
The Helm presentations 
throughout 2026.

This program is free 
and open to the commu-
nity. Registration is 
required. Register at 
helmlife.org or by calling 
(313) 882-9600. Light 
snacks and beverages 
will be served.

Health for Her at The Helm 
explores sexuality, intimacy in aging

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a 
variety of programs. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.

◆ Poetry Jam and Mini 
Workshop, 6 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, April 2, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ D&D Kids Club, 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m. Monday, 
April 6, at Central, 10 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

◆ Storytime Shuffle 
with Miss Mo, 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m. Tuesday, April 
7, at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Storytime Shuffle 
with Miss Mo, 11 a.m. to 
noon Tuesday, April 7, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Storytime, 10:30 to 
11 a.m. Wednesday, April 
8, at Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods. 

◆ Gettin’ Crafty with 
Miss Mo, 4 to 5 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 8, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Science Fiction Book 
Club, 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 8, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆ Playtime Pop-Ins, 10 
a.m. to noon Thursday, 
April 9, at Woods, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods.

◆ Storytime, 10:30 to 
11 a.m. Thursday, April 
9 ,  at  Central ,  10 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

◆ DigiLit Series, 2 to 
3:30 p.m. Thursday, April 
9, at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 

Park.
◆ Orris and Timble 

Book Party, 4 to 5 p.m. 
Thursday, April 9, at 
Woods,  20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

◆  O u r  D i a r i e s , 
Ourselves: Author Talk, 6 
to 7 p.m. Thursday, April 
9 ,  at  Central ,  10 
Kercheval, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

◆ Silent Book Club, 7 
to 8 p.m. Thursday, April 
9, at Ewald, 15175 E. 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Teddy Bear Clinic 
with MSU, 10 to 11 a.m. 
Friday, April 10, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 

Park.
◆ Library Bigs & 

Littles, 10 to 11 a.m. 
Saturday, April 11, at 
E w a l d ,  1 5 1 7 5  E . 
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe 
Park.

◆ Reader Dog, 11:15 
a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 
Saturday, April 11, at 
Woods, 20680 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers a variety of classes 
and programs. For more 
information, call (313) 
882-9600.

◆ A Matter of Balance, 

1:15 to 3:15 p.m. Mondays 
and Wednesdays, April 6 
to 29.

◆ The movie “Soul on 
Fire,” is shown at noon 
Friday, April 10. Cost is 
$4 and includes snacks.

◆ Out to Lunch Bunch, 
noon to 2:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 14. The 
gang is going to Waves in 
St. Clair Shores.

◆  S p a n i s h  f o r 
Beginners, 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays, April 14 to 
June 2. Cost is $40 for the 
series.

◆ Continuing Spanish, 
6 to 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays, 
April 14 to June 2. Cost is 

AREA ACTIVITIES

See EVENTS, page 6B

248.886.4248
homeinstead.com

Our personalized 
in-home care 

services support 
aging individuals 
who want to stay at 
home while preserving 
their independence 
and dignity. Our 
experienced and trained 
team offers assistance 
with:

•  Personal care 
(showering, dressing, 
grooming)

•  Companionship & 
social engagement

•  Transportation to
appointments or
errands

•  Mobility & transfer 
support

•  Chronic condition
& end-of-life care 
(Alzheimer’s, 
Parkinson’s, cancer, 
arthritis, etc.)

•  Light housekeeping & 
nutritious meal prep

040226P

Shred it and forget it.
You and your friends and family can get rid 
of old documents safely and securely at our 
shredding event. We’ll have a shredding truck 
for your documents.

©2026 Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. All rights reserved. Member SIPC. 
CC11219938 (0325-YL2B) ADP127319B-00 SCH15374 (02/26)

Shredding event  
Wednesday, April 29, 2026 
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Please RSVP by Friday, April 24,  
to Allie Marzouq at 313-743-0433 or email 
allie.marzouq@schwab.com.

Charles Schwab Grosse Pointe Branch
20879 Mack Ave
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236
schwab.com/GrossePointe
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Worship
     Service
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SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study

9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service

WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study

6:30 p.m. - Worship Service
Solomon Spangler, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org

Worship Sunday
at 10:00 am

Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affi rming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 • www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

Grosse Pointe
Congregational

Church
(United Church of Christ )

St. Matthew Catholic Church
Harper at Whittier

Holy Week Liturgies

Palm Sunday Masses,
Saturday, March 28, 4:30 pm and

Sunday, March 29, 10:00 am
Monday, March 30, 7:00 pm ~ Lenten Penance Service

Holy Thursday, April 2, 7:30 pm ~ Mass
9:00 to 10:30 pm ~ Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Good Friday, April 3, noon ~ Stations of the Cross
1:30 pm ~ Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

Holy Saturday, April 4, 9:00 pm ~ Easter Vigil Mass
Easter Sunday, April 5, 10:00 am

~ Mass of the Resurrection ~
040226

of Music,” before direct-
ing “Clue.”

The production is suit-
able for all ages, though 
Trunchbull’s bullying 
may be scary for young 

viewers, O’Donnell said.
“But it’s definitely a 

family-friendly show,” 
she added, “and there’s a 
happy ending.

“I really hope when 
people come, they leave 
saying, ‘If this 5-year-old 
can stand up to bullies, I 
can stand up too.’”

PHOTO COURTESY OF GPT

Top row, from left, are Betsy Steinert King, William 
Sayar, Charlie Pesta, Jillian Evennou, Gavin Coon 
and Eleanor Steinert. Bottom row, from left, are 
Lillian Stine, Sawyer Baxt, Grace Lane, Victoria 
Panzenhagen and Theo Ryan.

MATILDA:
Continued from page 1B

Beatles fans of any age 
are in for a treat as 
Grosse Pointe Unitarian 
Church hosts a live 
Beatles Night musical 
event at 7 p.m. Saturday, 
April 11. 

The show will feature a 
live performance of the 
classic 1966 album, 
“Revolver,” and a second 
set of greatest hits drawn 
from the vast library of 
iconic Beatles songs. The 
entire set will be per-
formed with close adher-
ence to the original 
album recordings, with a 
15-piece band/orchestra: 
fi ve core band members 
plus 10-piece string and 
brass sections, as well as 
sitar and tabla players for 
the Eastern-influenced 
songs.

Hans Barbe, musical 
director at GPUC, has 
assembled a group of 
local musicians to per-
form together for this 
one-night event. 

“I am thrilled to have 
the opportunity to bring 
this music to life for an 
evening at Grosse Pointe 

Unitarian Church,” Barbe 
said. “The Beatles’ inno-
vative music continues to 
stand the test of time 
with an intergenerational 
appeal. As a music 
teacher, I very often hear 
from students, as young 
as 8 to as old as 80, want-
ing to learn how to play 
their favorite Beatles 
song. 

“All the musicians 
involved in this ensemble 
are not only talented pro-
fessionals, but are play-
ing with a genuine love 
for this music.”

Tickets are $30 per 
person in advance, $35 at 
the door.

Non-alcoholic drinks 
and light refreshments 
will be available for sale. 
Attendees are welcome 
to bring their own alco-
holic drinks to enjoy at 
the show. 

It is an all ages show. 
For more information 

or to buy tickets, visit 
gpuuc.org or find the 
event on the Grosse 
Pointe Unitarian Church 
Facebook page.

GPUC presents 
Beatles Night April 11 $40 for the series.

◆ Lunch & Learn: Live 
Well with Dr. Gupta, 
n o o n  t o  1  p . m . 
Wednesday, April 15. 
Cost is $10.

◆ Spring Serenade, 
with the Detroit Opera, 1 
to 2 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 22. Cost is $20.

◆ Canasta, noon to 4 
p.m. Mondays.

◆  W i s e  G u y s 
Conversation Group, 9 
to 10 a.m. Mondays.

◆ Texas Hold ‘em 
Poker, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Tuesday.

◆ Knitting for Charity, 
1 to 3 p.m. Tuesdays.

◆ Pinochle Club, 1:30 
to 3:30 p.m. Tuesdays.

◆ Crafting for Charity, 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays.

◆ Mahjong Club, 1 to 
4 p.m. Wednesdays.

◆ Bingo and Treats, 10 
to 11 a.m. Thursdays.

◆ Ping-Pong Group, 3 
to 5 p.m. Fridays.

◆ New Games at The 
Helm, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays; and 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the follow-
ing blood drives:

◆ 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 7, Our 
Lady of Hope Catholic 
C h u r c h ,  2 8 3 0 0 
Rockwood, St. Clair 
Shores.

◆ 12:45 to 5:45 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 8, 
Grosse Pointe Memorial 
Church, 16 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. 

◆ 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Sunday, April 12, St. 
Joan of Arc Catholic 
Church, 21620 Greater 
Mack, St. Clair Shores.

◆ 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 14, St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, 
375 Lothrop, Grosse 
Pointe Farms.

◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 15, 
Je f fe rson  Mason ic 
Lodge No. 553, 22000 E. 
11 Mile, St. Clair Shores.

◆ 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Friday, April 17, The 
Neighborhood Club, 
17150 Waterloo, City of 
Grosse Pointe. 

Register at redcross

blood.org.

Ford House
The Edsel & Eleanor 

Ford House,  1100 
Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Shores, offers the 
following programs:

◆ Storytime: “If You 
Come to Earth,” 10:30 to 
11 a.m. Tuesday, April 7. 

◆  C o m m u n i t y 
Appreciation Day, 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Saturday, April 
11.

◆ Lecture: Know Your 
Trees, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, April 16. 
Admission is $12 for 
Friends, $15 for the pub-
lic.

◆ Science Saturdays: 
Map Quest, 10:30 a.m. 
Saturday, April 18, for 
ages 7 to 11. Cost is $6 
for Friend children, $12 
for Friend adults.

◆ Bird Walks, 8 a.m. 
Saturday, April 25. Cost 
is $10 for Friends, $12 
for the public.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

The War Memorial
The War Memorial, 32 

Lakeshore ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms, offers pro-
grams and activities for 
the community. For 
information on the fol-
lowing, visit warmemo-
rial.org

◆ Vet-to-Vet, 6 to 7 
p.m. Wednesday, April 8. 

◆  War Memorial 
History Tour, 10 to 11:30 
a.m. Thursday, April 9. 

◆ Silent Book Club, 6 
to 8 p.m. Tuesday, April 
14.

◆ Liquor & Lore: A 
Celebration of Bourbon, 
6:30 to 9 p.m. Friday, 
April 17. Cost is $83.

Rotary
The Rotary Club of 

Grosse Pointe hosts its 
next meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 8, at 
Village Grille, 16930 
Kercheval, City of Grosse 
Pointe. Rotarian Jeremy 
Tick speaks. Email 
grossepointerotary@
gmail.com.

The Family Center
The Family Center of 

Grosse Pointe and 
Harper Woods offers free 
programs and resources 
that help build happier, 
healthier families. The 
following programs take 
place at The War 

Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
unless otherwise noted. 
Learn more at familycen-
terhelps.org or RSVP to 
maryjo@familycenter
helps.org.

◆ Free Community 
Yoga, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesdays in April.

◆  Narcan Opioid 
Rescue Training, 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
Apri l  8 ,  a t  MDG 
Community Resource 
Center, 19934 Harper.

◆ Grief Support Group, 
noon to 1 p.m. April 14, 
at the Harper Woods 
Library, 19601 Harper; 
and March 31 and April 
28, at the Ewald Library, 
15175 E. Jefferson, 
Grosse Pointe Park.

◆ Unlocking Potential: 
Empowering Young 
Men, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 15.

◆  I t ’s  Not You: 
Identifying and Healing 
from Narcissistic People, 
7 to 8 p.m. Wednesday, 
April 29.

The Villagers
The Villagers will host 

a spring dinner dance 
Sunday, April 12, at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores. Music will be 
provided by the TNT 
Band. Cocktails begin at 
5 p.m., followed by din-
ner at 6 p.m. and dancing 
from 7 to 10 p.m. Cost 
per couple is $140 for 
members, $165 for 
guests. For more infor-
mation, visit thevillagers
gp.com/next-dance/.

Live music
Singer/songwriter Jef 

Fisk will entertain at 5 
p.m. Wednesday, April 
15, at Antonio’s in the 
Park, 15117 Kercheval, 
Grosse Pointe Park. 
Tickets are $25 and avail-
able at jef-fisk.com. 
Proceeds benefi t Habitat 
For Humanity Detroit.

Garage Resale
St .  Margaret  o f 

S c o t l a n d  C a t h o l i c 
Church, 21201 13 Mile, 
St. Clair Shores, hosts its 
Spring Garage Resale 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Friday, April 17, and 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, 
April 18. Early-bird 
admission for $1 is Friday 
from 8 to 9 a.m. Proceeds 
benefit the McWarm 

Program and the church.

GPAA
The Grosse Pointe 

Artists Association offers 
a one-day painting work-
shop with Marcia Hales, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday, 
April 17, at The War 
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore, 
Grosse Pointe Farms. To 
register, visit grossepoin-
teartcenter.org.

HW Library
The Harper Woods 

Library, 19601 Harper, 
Harper Woods, hosts its 
spring book sale 1 to 4 
p.m. Friday and Saturday, 
April 24 and 25. More 
than 5,000 books, hun-
dreds of deleted books 
and old records will be 
available for the first 
time. Fill a Friends tote 
bag for $5. For informa-
tion, email Friends of the 
Harper Woods Library 
President Charlie Perry 
at spunky981@comcast.
net.

Sunrise on Vernier
Sunrise on Vernier, 

1850 Vernier, Grosse 
Pointe Woods, hosts a 
support group at 4 p.m. 
the second Wednesday of 
each month. For more 
information, call (313) 
642-2000.

Adaptive yoga
Yoga Moves Any Body, 

in partnership with the 
Kirk Gibson Foundation, 
hosts Adaptive Chair 
Yoga classes at 11:30 
a.m. Mondays at Full 
Lotus Yoga, 20365 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods. 
Adaptive yoga benefits 
those with multiple scle-
rosis, Parkinson’s dis-
ease, stroke and other 
neuromuscular condi-
tions. Cost is $12 per 
drop-in class or five 
classes for $50 in 
advance. Visit fulllotus
yoga.net.

Toastmasters
Northeastern Toast-

masters meets in person 
at  Wayne County 
Community College 
District’s Mary Ellen 
Stempfle University 
Center, 19305 Vernier, 
Harper Woods, as well as 
on Zoom, at 7 p.m. the 
second and fourth 
Monday of each month. 
Call (313) 720-8444 for 
the link and password.

EVENTS:
Continued from page 5B

Humble Design
Wednesday, March 11, the Rotary Club of Grosse 
Pointe welcomed Chris Tull, executive director of 
Humble Design Detroit. Humble Design is a non-
profit providing custom designing and full furnish-
ing services to families transitioning out of home-
lessness. Its message is, “Togetherness to end home-
lessness.” Pictured from left are Rotarian Jessica 
Keyser, Tull and Jackie Dale, club president.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LILY FREY
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LIFE & LEISURE www.partyadventureusa.com
23400 Greater Mack, SCS  •  586-776-9750

HAVE MORE PARTIES
LIFE IS SHORT
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GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY
Animals Available for 
Adoption at gpaas.org

MeetMeet

BLAIRBLAIR
MeetMeet

FLURRYFLURRY

20542 Harper, Harper Woods (Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551 • www.gpaas.org

Next
Open

Houses

Call to arrange a Meet and Greet!

Saturday,
April 4th &
April 18th.

10-NoonFemale, 4 years old,Female, 4 years old,
Labrador Retriever/PitbullLabrador Retriever/Pitbull
Terrier Mix, Black, 50 lbs.Terrier Mix, Black, 50 lbs.

Female, 8 months old,Female, 8 months old,
Shorthair,Shorthair,

Gray Tabby.Gray Tabby.
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The Great Lakes Floral 
Association recently hon-
ored Bruce Anderson, 
owner of Moehring 
Woods Flowers in Grosse 
Pointe Woods, with 
the  2026 Li fet ime 
Achievement Award, rec-
ognizing more than fi ve 
decades of leadership, 
service and unwavering 
dedication to the floral 
industry.

Anderson’s journey 
began September 1975, 
when he accepted a posi-
tion as a delivery driver 
— an opportunity that 
sparked a career defi ned 
by passion, resilience 
and heart.

Though his fi rst deliv-
ery ended with a shat-
tered terrarium at a 
funeral home, he real-
ized whenever he deliv-
ered flowers, people 
were smiling. He saw 
immediately the meaning 
and emotional impact of 
his work.

Anderson eventually 
became the manager of 
the shop while attending 
college in the evenings. 
In 1979, he purchased 
Moehring’s Flowers, 
originally founded in 
1928. Four years later, he 
expanded his footprint 
by acquiring Woods 
Florist, established in 
1948, eventually uniting 
both businesses.

Anderson’s commit-
ment to professional 
excellence is matched by 
his service to the Great 

Lakes Floral Association. 
During more than four 
decades of involvement, 
he has served more than 
10 years on the board of 
directors and held the 
role of president 1997-98. 

Anderson participated 
in Project Renew, helped 
develop the Certified 
Florist Program and was 
a member of its very fi rst 

graduating class. He also 
served as a district repre-
sentative for FTD, 
regional representative 
for the Society of 
American Florists, was a 
six-year board member 
of the Allied Florist 
Association and chair-
man of the Cobo Hall 
Flower Show, among 
other positions.

A s  a  d e s i g n e r , 
Anderson’s work has 
e a r n e d  n u m e r o u s 
awards, including recog-
nition at the 1981 MFA 
Hyatt Convention, mul-
tiple Best of Show and 
fi rst-place awards at the 
Cobo Hall Flower and 
Builder Show and other 
honors.

Beyond his profes-
sional accomplishments, 
Anderson is widely 
respected for his gener-
osity and belief in giving 
back. From donating 
flowers for community 
and church events to 
educating audiences 
through presentations 
such as “The Emotional 
Impact of Flowers,” his 
work consistently high-
lights the meaningful 
role fl owers play in peo-
ple’s lives.

“It was a tremendous 
honor to be recognized 
by my peers, industry 
friends and the floral 
community,” Anderson 
said. “I never imagined 
that taking a simple job 
as a driver would lead to 
such a lifelong, fulfi lling 
career.”

Anderson has been 
m a r r i e d  t o  h i s 
wife, Pamela, for 27 
years and is the proud 
father of their son, Corey. 
He has received the 
Grosse Pointe Chamber 
of Commerce’s Pointer of 
Distinction Award for 
Excellence in Business 
and his shop has been 

recognized fi ve times by 
the Woods Beautifi cation 
Advisory Committee. He 
has served the commu-
nity through its business 
association, fundraising 
events, scouting, Lions 
C lub  membersh ip , 
church leadership and 20 
years of participation in 
the Grosse Pointe 
Community Chorus. 

His loyalty is equally 
reflected in his work-
place, where even his 
fi rst full-time employee 
remains part of his team 
today. He often says he 

has been blessed by the 
support of friends, family 
and community and 
while the work has 
always been challenging, 
it has never truly felt like 
work.

“Bruce Anderson’s leg-
acy is defi ned by compas-
sion, excellence and an 
unwavering commitment 
to helping others,” said 
Rodney Crittenden, 
Great Lakes Floral 
Association CEO. “His 
infl uence will continue to 
inspire generations of 
fl orists to come.”

Anderson honored for lifetime achievement

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BRUCE ANDERSON

Bruce Anderson, owner of Moehring Woods 
Flowers, recently was honored with the Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Great Lakes Floral 
Association.

Anderson, with his wife, Pamela, and son, Corey.

Children’s Miracle 
Network has awarded 
C o r e w e l l  H e a l t h 
Children’s more than 
$1.3 million in grants to 
support pediatric pro-
grams at Corewell Health 
locations for spring/sum-
mer 2026.

More than 50 pediatric 
programs of the eight 
southeast Michigan hos-
pitals — Dearborn, 
Farmington Hills, Grosse 
Pointe, Royal Oak, 
Trenton, Taylor, Troy 
and Wayne — as well as 
the Corewell Health out-
patient sites, will receive 
funding support.

“For almost 40 years, 
we have valued a strong 
partnership with the 
Chi ldren’s  Miracle 
Network,” said Matthew 
Denenberg, M.D., chief 
of pediatrics for Corewell 
Health in Southeast 
Michigan. “CMN grants 
allow us to elevate our 
pediatric patient care by 
providing cutting-edge 
equipment, specialized 
training and healthy 
community programs. 
We are grateful for this 
relationship and for the 
generosity of those in our 
communities.” 

Twice each year, 
Corewell Health pediat-
ric nurses, physicians 
and clinical leaders 
request grant funding 
from Corewell Health 
Children’s/CMN to sup-
port new or existing pedi-
atric initiatives. 

In February, more than 

$1.3 million in grants was 
awarded to programs 
including funding for 
infant-specific equip-
ment, community safety 
programs, special educa-
tion for clinical staff and 
patient families, play-
room supplies, patient 
family at-home support, 
physical therapy tools 
and much more.

Donations from the 

community and corpo-
rate partners make the 
CMN grants possible. 

C o r e w e l l  H e a l t h 
Children’s is the only 
Chi ldren’s  Miracle 
Network member hospi-
tal in southeast Michigan. 
All donations made 
locally, stay local and 
support more than 
200,000 children annu-
ally.

Children’s Miracle Network 
awards $1.3 million to 
Corewell Health Children’s

COURTESY PHOTO

Max Majewski, 4, the 2026 Children’s Miracle 
Network Child Ambassador for Corewell 
Children’s, is one of the children supported by 
CMN-funded programs at Corewell Children’s.



DEAR ANNIE: I have a 
neighbor whom I used to 
enjoy very much. We 
would chat at the mail-
box, exchange holiday 
cookies and occasionally 
sit on each other’s porch 
for a friendly visit. She 
was the kind of neighbor 
everyone hopes to have 
close by.

Lately, though, things 
have changed. She now 
drops by without calling, 
often at the worst possi-
ble times. More than 
once, I have opened the 
door in my exercise 
clothes, with dinner half-
cooked and papers 
spread all over the 
kitchen table, only to fi nd 
her smiling and ready to 
settle in for a long visit. If 
I say I am busy, she 
laughs it off and says, 
“Oh, I won’t stay long,” 
which somehow always 
turns into 45 minutes.

I do not want to hurt her 
feelings or create awk-
wardness next door, espe-
cially since we live so 
close and see each other 
often. But I am beginning 

to feel as though my home 
is no longer fully my own.

How do I kindly but 
fi rmly let a neighbor know 
that she cannot treat my 
house like a public wait-
ing room? — Neighborly 
But Needing Space

D E A R  N E E D I N G 
SPACE: Good fences 
may make good neigh-
bors, but good boundar-
ies make better ones. 
You do not need to be 
rude, only clear. The 
next time she appears, 
smile and say, “This isn’t 
a good time for a visit, 
but I hope you have a 
lovely day.”

If she lingers, do not 
invite her in. A closed door 
sends a message that a long 
explanation never will.

DEAR ANNIE: I’m 
cons tant ly  fee l ing 
exhausted and over-
whelmed trying to bal-
ance work, family and 
personal life. Between 
long hours at the offi ce, 
helping my kids with 
schoolwork, managing 

household chores and 
trying to stay connected 
with friends, it feels like 
there’s never enough 
time for myself. Even 
when I try to take a break, 
I feel guilty for not doing 
“something productive.”

I know I’m not alone —
so many people I talk to 
feel the same -- but I don’t 
know how to stop feeling 
stretched so thin. How 
can I manage my respon-
sibilities without burning 
out or feeling guilty for 
taking time for myself? — 
Running on Empty

DEAR RUNNING ON 
EMPTY: You’re right that 
many people feel the 
same as you. Set clear 
boundaries, prioritize 
what truly matters, and 
schedule small breaks 
just for yourself without 
guilt. Remember, you 
can’t pour from an empty 
cup. Taking care of your-
self helps you manage 
everything else better.

Give yourself credit for 
the important role you play 
in keeping your family 

afl oat and being there for 
your friends. You deserve 
to also have the time to 
take care of yourself.

D E A R  A N N I E :
Hopefully you can help 
me. I’ve read your col-
umn for years. My two 
kids are adults and have 
kids of their own, and 
they have always gotten 
along. However, last 
Thanksgiving, my son 
and his family decided 
not to stay when they 
found out my grand-
daughter was there. 

My granddaughter is 
gay and was recently 
married last fall to her 
partner. My son isn’t reli-
gious at all, but he fol-
lows his wife’s lead, and 
she is very Catholic. Both 
of them think that if they 
spend time with gay peo-
ple, it will somehow hurt 
their children. They 
don’t want to expose 
their kids to my grand-
daughter’s lifestyle. 

I was crushed beyond 
belief, and my son and 
daughter have not spoken 

since. I don’t know how to 
handle family gatherings. 
Do I invite them both? 
One or the other? How do 
people handle this? — 
Troubled Mom 

DEAR TROUBLED 
MOM: What happened at 
your table was painful —- 
but clarifying.

Your granddaughter is 
not a “lifestyle.” She is 
your family. Her marriage 
deserves the same respect 
as anyone else’s at that 
table. If your son and his 
wife cannot offer that 
basic decency, then the 
problem is not where to 
seat them; it’s whether 
they should be there at all.

You don’t solve this by 
splitting the difference. 
You solve it by standing 
by what you believe.

Tell your son, without 
any anger, that all are 
welcome in your home -- 
but only if they can treat 
one another with kind-
ness and respect.

It’s not about punishing 
him; it’s about protecting 
your granddaughter from 
being treated like she’s 
something less than wel-
come at her own family 
table.

DEAR ANNIE: My 
husband and I are invited 
to my co-worker’s daugh-
ter’s midweek black-tie 
wedding at 3 p.m. My 
husband and I would 
need to leave work early 
to attend, and I feel it’s a 
burden to both take time 
off work and purchase or 
rent black-tie attire for a 
warm weather event in 
the summer. 

Is it acceptable to 
decline the invite and 
just send a nice gift? The 
couple getting married 
have been living together 
for a year, although I 
congratulate them for 
making vows to each 
other. I wish the couple 
was more understanding 
of the possible fi nancial 
burden to their guests. 

Your advice is much 
appreciated. Thank you. 
— Formally Frustrated

DEAR FORMALLY 
FRUSTRATED: An invi-
tation is just that; it’s an 
offer, not a summons. 
Couples plan weddings 

that suit their vision, and 
guests decide what suits 
their circumstances. No 
offense needs to be taken 
on either side.

If attending means leav-
ing work early and invest-
ing in black-tie attire 
you’re unlikely to wear 
again, it’s perfectly 
acceptable to decline with 
a warm note and a gift. 
Wish them a beautiful 
day, send your congratu-
lations and rest easy. 

Good manners are 
always in season — even 
when black tie isn’t.

DEAR ANNIE: My 
coworker “Lila” and I 
started at our company 
the same month five 
years ago. We used to eat 
lunch together daily, but 
over the past year she’s 
become increasingly 
competitive. She with-
holds information on 
shared projects, “for-
gets” to copy me on 
emails and recently pre-
sented one of my ideas in 
a meeting without men-
tioning my name.

Last week, when our 
boss praised the project, 
Lila smiled and said, “It 
was a team effort,” but 
never acknowledged me 
directly. Outside of work, 
we still hang out like 
nothing’s changed.

I’m starting to feel 
taken advantage of, but 
the slights are subtle 
enough that I’m wonder-
ing if I’m imagining 
them. Do I confront her 
or just quietly distance 
myself — Colleague, Not 
Competitor

DEAR COLLEAGUE:
Don’t stew and don’t 
retreat. Address it once, 
calmly and directly. Name 
the behavior that bothers 
you and don’t attack her 
character: “When my 
work isn’t credited, it puts 
me in a diffi cult position.”

Then, adjust. Copy your 
boss when appropriate and 
protect your contributions.

You don’t need to make 
an enemy. Just stop being 
an easy target.

Send your questions 
for Annie Lane to dear
annie@creators.com.
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Dear Gabby: Every 
year my family insists on 
taking me out for 
Mother’s Day brunch. 

In theory this sounds 
lovely. 

In reality it involves a 
crowded restaurant, a 
45-minute wait despite 
the reservation, luke-
warm eggs Benedict 
and my children star-
ing at their phones or 
spilling drinks while 
my husband debates 
whether the “bottom-
less mimosa upgrade” 
is financially responsi-
ble. Meanwhile, my 
parents and in-laws 
hurl veiled insults at 
each other from across 
the table. 

Is it terrible that what I 
ac tual ly  want  for 
Mother’s Day is to stay 

home and not make a 
single decision for any-
one? — Brunched out in 
the Shores

Dear Brunched Out: 
Mother’s Day brunch has 
become one of America’s 
most elaborate tradi-
tions. It’s maybe right up 
there with pumpkin 
patches and Easter egg 
hunts.  

The idea is noble — 
celebrate moms. The 
execution can sometimes 
be disappointing. 

In theory, Mother’s 
Day should not be about 
what everyone else 
thinks Mom wants. It 
should be about what 
Mom actually wants. 
However, it gets trickier 
when a mom’s mom 
wants that brunch. Only 

one mom can get their 
way, right? Not exactly.  

I think the best way to 
go here is to sacrifi ce for 
the mom who wants her 
brunch. Order the fancy 
pancakes and truly enjoy 
someone else serving 
you and doing the dishes. 

If your dream day 
involves staying home, 
reading the paper, taking 
a long walk or anything 
else, then take the sec-
ond half of the day for 
yourself with zero guilt. 
There’s no reason every-
one can’t enjoy their day.  

— Gabby

We love problem-solving 
and giving advice! Please 
send us your questions & 
problems to advice@
grossepointenews.com.

GROSSE POINTEGROSSE POINTE GabbyGabby Pointing you in Pointing you in 

the right the right 

direction with direction with 

real-life advice!real-life advice!

Dear Annie
by Annie Lane

Try some ‘give and take’ this Mother’s Day 

Good fences, better boundaries

Experience 
the Magic of

THE MUSICAL

ROALD DAHL’S

Grosse Pointe Theatre presents the beloved musical
 based on Roald Dahl’s classic story. Follow Matilda, 

a brilliant young girl with a vivid imagination, as she dares 
to stand up for what’s right — and discovers her own 
extraordinary power along the way.

With high-energy music, larger-than-life characters, and a 
talented local cast (including double-cast youth performers!), 
Matilda is a must-see event for audiences of all ages.

GROSSE POINTE THEATRE PRESENTS

Reserve your seats today at gpt.org/matilda  or call 313-881-4004.

Two Casts – Twice the fun!

April 10 – 26
PARCELLS MIDDLE

SCHOOL AUDITORIUM

ll 313 881

SCHOOL AUDIT

See it once – or twice.But make sure to see it!
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Incorrect assertions 
from some ill-informed 
Prohibitionists may be 
partly responsible for 
why wine sales in this 
country have taken a 
nosedive in the last 
two years.

As sales have declined, 
dozens of wineries have 
gone out of business, 
wine retailers are cutting 
back on what they offer 
and consumers are seek-
ing lower-alcohol or 
zero-alcohol products 
because they think they 
will live longer. 

However, the leading 
cause of death in this 
country is heart dis-
ease, which scientific 
papers show that mod-
erate consumption of 
wine with food reduces 
the risk of. This was 
proven yet again within 
the last week.

Another scientific 
study indicates that mod-
erate wine consumption 
may actually be good for 
most people, according 
to a study coordinated by 
Dr. Zhangling Chen, 
M.D., Ph.D., a professor 
at the Second Xiangya 
Hospital at China’s 
Central South University.

Chen was the lead 
researcher in an alcohol 
consumption study of 
341,000 British adults, the 

UK Biobank study, 
between 2006 and 2022. 
Researchers looked at 
deaths from cardiovascular 
disease.

They found that regular 
moderate wine drinkers 
had a 21 percent lower 
risk of dying from cardio-
vascular disease than 
did alcohol abstainers 
or occasional drinkers.

Very few U.S. newspa-
pers carried this story. 
One reason is that news-
papers typically don’t 
cover such news.

One thing that has neg-
atively affected wine 
sales has been an almost 
complete collapse of wine 
education in the United 
States, including the loss 
of newspaper and maga-
zine wine columnists.

Unlike several nations in 
Europe (Portugal, France, 
Germany, Spain, Italy, 
Austria) where wine is a 
daily beverage, wine in the 
United States is often an 
afterthought. Among the 
recent losses attributed 
to declining sales are 
weekly wine columns.

I was first syndicated 
in 1979. At the time, I 
was among 20 or more 
people who wrote col-
umns on wine for major 
daily newspapers. I 
recently realized that 
almost all of those wine 

writers are now either 
retired or no longer 
with us. And not one was 
replaced. 

What we were left with 
is what I consider a faulty 
substitute: scores on 
wine that purport to dis-
cuss quality. Obviously, 
those who support 
numerical rankings on 
wine will say that the 
product they rated at 100 
points is of quality.

But does a number like 
91 tell you anything about 
the product except one 
person’s possibly incor-
rect opinion? That’s the 
problem — no number 
can explain a wine’s style.

No score can mean 
anything without a ver-
bal description from the 
score-giver. But without 
wine education to guide 
us, are experts’ descrip-
tions even meaningful?

Recently, an accom-
plished British wine 
expert said this about a 
particular French wine: 
“ T h e  C o r t o n -
Charlemagne (district) 
now has three prove-
nances, Languettes, Haut 
Mourottes, Le Corton. 
The nose (of this wine) is 
rather backward, though 
there is concentration. 
Very powerful at the 
back, shows a touch of 
oak, not yet in harmony, 

but the building blocks 
are all in place.”

I hope this helps peo-
ple who are interested in 
buying it because the 
reviewer gave it a point 
score between 93 and 95 
— a good score.

I saw this wine listed in 
a splashy Internet wine 
sale from a fine wine 
emporium. It was offered 
at a price lower than sug-
gested retail — $900 per 
bottle. 

The per-bottle dis-
counted price is only 
$795. As fi ne wine sales 
recover, it may be appro-
priate to resurrect more 
wine columns.

Wine of the Week:
2024 Bonny Doon 

Picpoul, Central Coast 
($17) — Dozens of white 
wine grapes are grown in 
France’s Rhone Valley. 
Most are used in blended 
whites that have become 
popular  here .  For 
decades, this small 
Santa Cruz Mountains 
producer has made qual-
ity white wines from one 
of the Rhone’s best. 
Picpoul has a delicate 

floral, tropical aroma, 
traces of green apple, 
and a delicate succu-
lence. Bottle Barn in 
Santa Rosa, Calif., offers 
it for $11.99.

To fi nd out more about 
Sonoma County resi-
dent Dan Berger, visit 
the Creators Syndicate 
webpage at www.cre-
ators.com.
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by Anna Lizer

Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

Easter dessert, in my 
opinion, should always 
involve lemons. They’re 
the perfect, fresh, bright 
ending to an otherwise 
heavy Sunday meal.

This olive oil cake, 
made with almond fl our 
and lemons, feels rooted 
in tradition. Olive oil 
cake dates back hun-
dreds of years to the 
Mediterranean, where 
olives,  lemons and 
almonds grew together 
in abundance. It’s abso-
lutely to die for and I’m 
completely in love.

This recipe is a true 
labor of love to get right. 
My fi rst attempt was an 
utter fail; it sank com-
pletely in the middle. I 
blame the fact I let my 
10-year-old help me. But 
the fl avors were so good 
and simple I had to try 
again. I found another 
recipe, combined the 
two and this version 
came out beautifully.

I use almond fl our not 
because I’m gluten-free, 

but because I love the 
nutty fl avor and slightly 
dense texture it gives 
the cake. Even so, the 
crumb is soft and deli-
cate. The fruity olive oil 
makes it rich, but not 
nearly as heavy as but-
ter. Lots of lemon zest 
and lemon juice are 
added, but you could 
swap for  oranges. 
Originally I wanted to 
use rosemary with the 
lemons, but my son told 
me I was trying too 
hard. I stand fi rmly that 
rosemary would be a 
great addition in the 
future.

A sweet lemon glaze 
is poured over the top 
when the cake is still 
warm, adding extra 
moisture and a citrus 
punch.

Make this cake if not 
for Easter dessert but 
with tea and coffee for 
brunch. It really is a 
simple showstopper.

Cheers, Mombeau

Olive Oil Lemon Cake

2 ¼ cups almond fl our

½ tsp salt

1 ½ tsp baking powder

3 large eggs

¾ cup white
granulated sugar

¾ cup extra virgin 
olive oil

Zest of one lemon

¼ cup lemon juice

1 tsp vanilla

Cooking spray

Lemon slices for garnish

Glaze:

2-3 tbsp lemon juice

½ cup powdered sugar

½ tsp vanilla extract

Preheat your oven to 
350 degrees. Start by 
adding the almond 
flour, salt and baking 
powder to a bowl. 
Whisk to combine and 
remove any lumps, then 
set aside. 

In the bowl of a stand-
ing mixer or large bowl, 
add in the eggs. Mix 
until the eggs are slightly 
frothy and then add the 
sugar. Beat together 
until the eggs and sugar 
turn pale yellow and rib-
bon-like. Next, add in 
the lemon zest and juice, 
olive oil and vanilla 
extract. Thoroughly mix 
together. 

Pour the batter evenly 
into a parchment paper-
lined cake pan or spring-
form pan. Give the pan a 
couple taps on the coun-
ter to bring any air bub-
bles to the surface. Bake 
the cake for 35 to 40 
minutes. Try not to peek 
to prevent the cake from 
falling. A knife should 
come out clean and the 
middle should have 
risen. 

Remove it from the 
oven and let it cool for 
10 minutes. Carefully 
run a knife along the 
edges of the pan to 
release the cake, then 
flip it onto a plate. 
Remove the parchment 
paper, then fl ip it again 
onto a serving plate. The 

cake is delicate and very 
moist, so go slowly. 

To make the glaze, 
whisk together the pow-
dered sugar, lemon juice 
and vanilla extract in a 
small bowl. Drizzle the 
glaze over the top of the 
warm cake. Serve at 
room temperature.

PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

5 Out Of 5

I never understood the 
point of a Roku. Like, what 
exactly is the point? 

I had an a-ha moment 
last week, as my husband 
and I had to simplify the 
TV experience for an older 

relative. She had a per-
fectly good TV in her 
home, but no cable set up 
and a broken remote. 
Essentially the TV was 
worthless — or so I 
thought. After ordering a 

$29 Roku Stick 
upon my husband’s 
sugges t ion ,  i t 
arrived the same 
day and we got to 
work.  

Essentially the 
“work” is to plug it 
into the back of 
your TV (just make 
sure your TV has a 
HDMI port). The 
remote even comes 
with batteries in it 
and you simply 
turn on the TV with 
the Roku remote 

and connect to your WiFi. 
This is my kind of tech 
problem solving; literally a 
caveman could do it. 

Once you are connected 
to WiFi, you can sign into 
any streaming services you 
already pay for (like 
Amazon or Netfl ix). And, 
incredibly, you also can 
access hundreds of live TV 
channels for FREE. Yes, 
actually free.  

One of the best parts of 
it, in my opinion, is the fact 
the Roku remote turns on 
your TV, can control the 
volume and do all the 
channel changing. I think 
everyone can relate to the 
annoyance of needing 
more than one remote to 
turn a TV on, change the 
channels or change the 

input. The Roku remote is 
all you will need.

I also give an A+ to the 
simplicity of the Roku 
home screen — and I think 
it’s better than the Amazon 
Fire Stick. The apps are all 
listed in a grid. You also 
can use voice commands 
via the remote control. 
Another plus is that there 
are not very many ads, 
unlike other systems like 
Amazon.

Another A+ is the price. 
As stated above, the live 
channels are absolutely 
free and, in general, there 
is no subscription fee other 
than the streaming sub-
scriptions you choose (if 
any). An added bonus is 
that you can also stream 
music, which is always a 

nice-to-have option.  
Ultimately, I see zero 

downside to the Roku. I am 
even going to get a spare 
Roku and bring it with me 
when we travel. It’s just 
easier than trying to log in 
to random TVs. Another 
hot tip is that if you ever 
use LiveBarn or other sites/
apps to watch your kids 
playing their sports games, 
having a Roku makes it 
much easier if you are in a 
hotel room. Only the newer 
TVs can cast or screen mir-
ror your phone, so the 
Roku makes it possible if 
the TV isn’t compatible. 
This may not make sense 
for everyone, but it’s an 
added perk.

I’m giving Roku 5 alliga-
tors. There is no downside 

in my opinion. Get a Roku 
and make your life easier 
today! It’s available for 
$29.99 for a regular HD 
streaming stick; 4K or 
ultra Roku run more and 
are higher quality (though 
in my opinion HD works 
great). You can get one 
here on Amazon: https://
heyzine.com/flip-book/
f290ecb138.html

We LOVE testing out 
new things! Tell us about 
your favorite item or 
something you want us to 
try for you! Drop us a line 
at media@grossepointe-
news.com.
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Olive oil and lemon cake

Wine column points versus style

PLACE TO MEET SOMEONE
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To reserve this space, call (313) 882-6900Let’s get cookin’!



MOVIE REVIEW
“Palm Springs”
2020 - Rated R

1 hr 30 min
★★★★✩

I’ve been a huge fan of 
Andy Samberg since see-
ing him in the TV show 
“Brooklyn 99.” I must 
say, he’s nothing short of 
brilliant in everything 
he’s done. And over the 
years, he sure has been 
busy, chalking up over a 
hundred projects for tv 
and fi lm. Add this unique 
fi lm to his list of winners! 

“Palm Springs” begins 
at a wedding reception. A 
very tipsy maid-of-honor 
Sarah (Cristin Milioti), 
the sister of the bride, is 
told she’s on deck to 
make a toast. Out of 
n o w h e r e  N y l e s 
(Samberg), comes to the 

rescue and gives a heart-
warming speech. He’s 
clad in a Hawaiian shirt 
and a swim suit — which 
is totally out of place 
among the other guests in 
their formal wear. Who is 
this guy? Intrigued by 
Nyles, she follows him as 
he wanders out into the 
desert.

There she discovers 

he’s being pursued by 
Roy (J.K. Simmons), 
who’s firing a volley of 
arrows at Nyles. When he 
enters a mysterious glow-
ing cave, she’s warned to 
stay away. Unfortunately 
she doesn’t listen and it’s 
here where all is revealed. 
Nyles is caught in a time 
loop and wakes up in the 
same day every morning. 

Now Sarah is cursed with 
the same fate. What 
ensues is a comical take 
on the “Groundhog Day” 
theme. 

The couple makes the 
best of it and have great 
fun doing outrageous 
things, knowing that 
everything will be erased 
overnight. Samberg and 
Milioti play off each other 
well and it’s such a joy to 
see them together. And it 
won’t come as a surprise 
when they eventually fall 
for each other. As I men-
tioned in my intro, the 
theme has been imitated 
numerous times. But this 
one stands apart from 
most of the others. Very 
well done. 

Note to parents: The 
fi lm is rated “R” due to 
several sex scenes and 
foul language.

Currently streaming on 
Hulu.

MOVIE REVIEW
“The Map of Tiny
Perfect Things”

2021 - Rated PG-13
1 hr 38 min
★★★✩✩

This one grabbed my 
attention, mainly because 
of the unusual title. I 
finally got around to 
watching it and I was 
pleasantly surprised. The 
film is directed by Ian 
Samuels who did the off-
beat teen romance 
“Sierra Burgess is a 
Loser.”  I thought this one 
was a little different with 
the teen romance ele-
ment added to it. 

Meet Mark (Kyle 
Allen), your average teen-
ager growing up in mid-
dle-class suburbia. We 
fi rst see him joining his 
family at breakfast, get-
ting ready to start the 
day. He goes through the 
motions of anticipating 
everything his various 
family members will do, a 
split second before they 
do it. You wonder, what 
the heck is going on here? 
Then you fi nd out he’s in 
a time loop where, no 
matter what he does, the 
day will repeat itself at 
midnight and he starts 
the same routine over 
and over again. 

Then one day he spots 
a cute girl Margaret 
(Kathryn Newton), who 
he suspects may be fac-
ing the same, weird pre-

dicament. Sure enough, 
she’s caught in the same 
time loop! So the two of 
them start having fun 
with their situation, doing 
crazier things with each 
passing day. Needless to 
say, they strike up a 
romance. They then 
devote their time trying to 
fi gure out a way to break 
out of the time loop.

I thought the fi lm was a 
slightly different take on 
“Groundhog Day,” and 
they even reference the 
classic fi lm in this movie. 
The two leads had defi -
nite chemistry together 
and everyone seemed to 
have fun filming it. If 
you’re up for an intelli-
gent, teen rom-com, 
check this one out. It’s 
one the whole family will 
enjoy.

Currently streaming on 
Prime Video.

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate
it nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your 
queue, you might watch 
it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★ So good
you’d actually buy it! 

I f  you  have  any 
movie suggestions, feel 
free to email me at: 
dominmark@yahoo.com. 

Also, if you’re looking 
for more recommenda-
tions, be sure to check out 
my blog: moviejunkie
mark.blogspot.com.
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Movie poster for “Palm Springs.”

Movie poster for “The Map of Tiny Perfect Things.”

 Nyles and Sarah head into the desert.

TIME LOOP DOUBLE HEADER
by Mark Domin

“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”

Movie Junkie MarkWhen the off-beat 
movie “Groundhog Day” 
was released back in 
1993, it became an 
instant classic. Bill 
Murray’s zany perfor-
mance was truly one for 
the ages. Since then, 

there have been numer-
ous fi lms centered 
around the same theme 
— a character who keeps 
living the same day, over 
and over. Like they say, 
“often imitated, never 
surpassed.” However, I 

recently saw a couple 
more recent movies that 
I thought were fresh 
takes on the theme. One 
is a family movie and the 
other is strictly for 
adults; both are worth 
watching. 

                              PHOTOS COURTESY OF LIMELIGHT, SUN ENTERTAINMENT CULTURE AND THE LONELY ISLAND.

Left, Andy Samberg as Nyles and Cristin Milioti as Sarah in the 2020 movie 
“Palm Springs,” written by Andy Siara and Max Barbakow and Directed by 
Max Barbakow.

                             PHOTOS COURTESY OF FILMNATION ENTERTAINMENT, WEED ROAD PICTURES AND WISHMORE.

Left, Kyle Allen as Mark and Kathryn Newton as Margaret at the diner in 
the 2021 movie “The Map of Tiny Perfect Things,” written by Lev Grossman 
and directed by Ian Samuels.

Nyles (Samberg) gives Roy (J.K. Simmons) a hug.

Nyles and Sarah having a poolside chat.

A tender moment by the pool.
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Winner 2Winner 2
Alex Bayster

Winner 1Winner 1
Madison Fontaine

Winner 4Winner 4
Jack Jones

Winner 3Winner 3
Charlotte Moore

Congratulations

to our four winners

of a NeeDoh Dippin 

Dazzler Egg!

Runners UpRunners Up
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Marnie Schaden Charlotte Clor Edward Wujek

Winners and Runners Up Of TheWinners and Runners Up Of The
Grosse Pointe News

Coloring ContestColoring Contest
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Wumo Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler

Carpe Diem Niklas Eriksson

Andy Capp Reg Smythe

Flying McCoys     Glenn McCoy
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B.C. Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Crankshaft Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
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Scott Ketchum, Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton
Dennis the Menace  Hank Ketchum,

 Mother Goose and Grim Mike Peters

Beetle Bailey Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker
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Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John ReinerThe Lockhorns

Bizarro     Dan Piraro and Wayno

Reality Check     Dave Whamond

“aren’t you going to challenge me to a dance?”

Peanuts Charles M. Schulz

thursday Comics  
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Blondie Chris and Dean Young
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  Ziggy Tom Wilson

Over The Hedge Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus Tony Carrilo

Wizard of Id        Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Hagar The Horrible   (Dik Browne & Chris Browne Original Creators)     Bob Webber Jr. and Gary Hallgren

“Are you sure that’s where you
buried your bone?”

Popeye Bud Sagendorf

Crock Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

 Close To Home        John McPherson

Dan sports his new remote vest.

Marmaduke Paul & Brad Anderson
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Family Circus Bill and Jeff Keane

©2026 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com
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“I like it in church on Easter
when we sing Easter carols.”

Garfield Jim Davis

thursday  Comics
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Contract Bridge
A VERY UNUSUAL PLAY

Let’s say you’re in four spades and 
West leads the king of diamonds, 
taken by you with the ace. There are 
many lines of play to choose from, 
and your job is to find the one that 
offers the best chance for the contract.

You could, for example, lead a club 
to the ace and try a spade finesse. If 
East had the king, you’d have 10 solid 
tricks, while even if the finesse lost, 
you’d still make the contract if West 

started with the ace of hearts.
Alternatively, you could lead a heart 

to the king at trick two and still have 
several chances to succeed even if the 
king lost to the ace.

While it’s true that either of these 
approaches would make you a strong 
favorite to get home safely, both con-
tain an element of risk. In the actual 
deal, both lines of play would fail 
(assuming best defense), and you 
would go down one.

However, there is a line of play 
that’s certain to succeed against any 
distribution, so naturally it should be 
preferred. The correct approach is to 
lead a club to the ace at trick two and a 
low heart from dummy at trick three!

This unusual play is sure to pro-
duce at least 10 tricks. If East follows 
low, you play the jack and cannot be 
stopped from either ruffing a heart in 
dummy or averting a trump loser. If 
East happens to have the queen and 
plays it, your jack later becomes a 
trick, and the most you can lose is a 
trump and two hearts.

It is surely uncommon to handle the 
combination of K-x in dummy oppo-
site J-x-x in your hand by initially 
leading low toward the jack, but this 
in itself is not a good reason for fail-
ing to make the proper play.

©2026 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve Becker

Weekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
Moon Alert: Caution! 

Avoid shopping and 
important decisions after 
4:30 a.m. for the rest of the 
day. The Moon is in LIBRA.

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, April 2, 2026: 
You are strong-willed 
and direct. You are a gen-
erous idealist. This is a 
year of teaching and learn-
ing for you. Take time to 
renew your spiritual or 
religious beliefs. Explore 
philosophies that give you 
a better self-awareness 
and get you closer to the 
true meaning of your life.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
The Moon is opposite 

your sign today increasing 
your focus on your most 
personal relationships. Be 
careful that you don’t act 
subconsciously, without 
thinking. Guard against 
jealousy and possessive-
ness.  Tonight: Be agree-
able.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

This is a tricky day 
because you might have 
to put the interests or wel-
fare of someone else 
before  your  own. 
Consider this an opportu-
nity to practice generosity 
and patience. Major 
brownie points! Tonight: 
Work.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

Today it’s easy to feel 
in harmony with your-
self and to be able to do 
whatever you have to 
do. It’s a good time for 
any kind of group activ-
ity. Physically, you have 
strong feelings of vital-
ity, which will encour-
age playfulness and a 
desire to socialize. 
Tonight: Enjoy social 
outings..

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

If possible, you’ll prefer 
to retire by yourself to your 
own private place today. 
Take time to relax. You 
also might have a chance 
to observe how much your 
habits and past condition-
ing control your days. 
Tonight: Cocoon at home.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

Today you have a strong 
urge to speak to someone. 
Your challenge, of course, 
is to fi nd someone who will 
take a moment to genuinely 
listen to you. You will fi nd 
someone, maybe even a 
stranger. Tonight: An ear-
nest conversation.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Today it’s easy to iden-
tify with what you own, 
which is why you might be 
reluctant to lend some-
thing to someone. You 
might have to defend 
yourself about something 
that is really not that 
important. Tonight: Take 
care of your possessions.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Today the Moon is in 
your sign, which makes you 
more emotional than usual. 
However, it will slightly 
increase your good luck 
over all the other signs, 
which is good news for you. 
Things will go your way. 
Tonight: You’re strong.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Solitude and the enjoy-
ment of your own privacy 
will give you pleasure 
today. You need to take a 
moment to catch your 
breath. Take this day to 
refuel and regenerate so 
that you are replenished. 
Tonight: Solitude.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

This is an excellent day 
to take a moment to talk 
to a friend or perhaps a 
member of a group and 
share your hopes and 
dreams with someone. 
Feedback from someone 
else about what you want 
could help you solidify 
future goals. Tonight: 
Friendships.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

You’re high-viz today, 
which means people 
notice you more than 
usual. In fact, today 
some people will know 
personal details about 
your private life. It’s 
important that you know 
this in case you have to 
do some damage control. 
Tonight: Be modest.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

Today you want a bit 
of adventure! You need 
some s t imula t ion . 
Therefore, do what you 
can to break free from 
your usual routine. 
Travel or explore your 
own city. Go someplace 
different. Meet new peo-
ple. Tonight: Explore!

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

Today your emotional 
experiences are more 
intense than usual, espe-
cially in your encounters 
with others. You also might 
feel possessive about prop-
erty, which is why you’ll be 
happy to be among famil-
iar things. Tonight: 
Check your fi nances.

BORN TODAY
Actor Pedro Pascal 

(1975), singer-songwriter, 
musician Emmylou Harris 
(1947), actor Christopher 
Meloni (1961).
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Weekly   ChallengeWeekly   Challenge

Universal Crossword

ACROSS
  1 Shot in  

the dark
  5 Indianapolis 

footballer
  9 Airbnb  

alternative
 12 

gossip!”
 15 
 16 Entertain-

 

 17 With 
33-Down, 

 18 

 19 “___ on 
Down the 
Road” (“The 
Wiz” song)

 20 
shopping bag

 22 

 27 

 28 Korean BBQ 
side often 

vegetables 
or seafood

 29 Sleep  
disorder

 32 
 34 Tear
 35 “After that ...”
 36  

 37 
one

 38 
state

 39 Painting and 

 40 
 41 Trainees
 44 
 45  

 
gatherings

 51 
 52 

 53 One of the 
Stooges

 54 
 55 

settled
 59 

in a New 

 60 
for the  

 

 61 ___ pal
 62 

sheep
 63 
DOWN
  1 

  2 
OddParents” 

  3 Part of IPA
  4 Short order 

  5 Stop
  6 Brand of  

 
frozen treats

  7 
  8 Kilt pattern
  9 

to split!”
 10 

-
ered!”

 11 
 12 

 13 
that often 
represents 
an angle

 14 Make  

 21 Non-Rx
 23 Well, in 

Spanish
 24 

 25 Make an 
apple pie, 
e.g.

 26 

 29 
 30 

happenings
 31  

 32 

perhaps
 33 See 

 36 
 37  

in Maori 

 40 ___ we now 
 

apparel 
(words on 

sweater)
 42 Letter- 

shaped 
extension

 43 
 44 “Elf” elf
 46 Plant  

 47 
 48 

 49 
 50 Witnessed
 54 

or Astro
 56 
 57 Finish
 58 Abbr. in  

dates

Edited by Taylor Johnson April 2, 2026

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

© 2026 Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

       Spring 2026 Themeless Week, Puzzle 4 by Amie Walker and Darby Ratliff4/2

4/1

© 2026 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

3/26 Solution

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

© 2026 by Andrews McMeel Syndication
3/26 Solution

Complete the grid so every 
row, column and 3 x 3 box 
contains every digit from 1
to 9 inclusively.

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

Previous
puzzle solution

4/2

Pointe Word Search
Find the words on the left in the puzzle below and

spell out the hidden sentence with the unused letters.

 L O V E Y P O O N S
 T H D E I D N O L B
 E G L K Y R N O S D
 S E E U P E O A E O
 I N I D T E P N N O
 E W F A S W N O E W
 E K R M L I Y F P G
 U N A R S E I D O A
 H A G A R N Y C O D
 M I C M S Y G G I Z

ANDY

BLONDIE

DAGWOOD

DENNIS

GARFIELD

HAGAR

MARMADUKE 

ODIE

POPEYE

SNOOPY

ZIGGY
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It was only a few years 
a g o  w h e n  O l i v e r 
McGeehin decided on 
archery as an interesting 
new activity to try. Fast 
forward to 2026, when 
the 17-year-old Grosse 

Pointe resident was able 
to bring home fi rst place 
in the Young Adult Male 
Olympic Recurve com-
petition at the 2026 
S3DA Eastern Indoor 
N a t i o n a l 
Championships, a target 
he had been shooting for 
since last year.

“I went to the same 
tournament last year 
and placed second, 
which was a surprise 
because I didn’t expect 
to  p lace  a t  a l l , ” 
McGeehin said. “After 
that, I knew that I had a 
chance at winning. With 
this specifi c tournament, 
you’re allowed to do it 
up to the age of 18, so 
this was my last year. … 
I had been gunning for 
first place since last 
year. I went into it know-
ing that I had a shot at 
winning and that being 
my goal deep down.”

McGeehin trains out 
of both the Michigan 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y 
Demmer Center and the 
Troy -based  R i s ing 
Phoenix Archery. He 
made the trip to the 
Eastern Nationals in 
Owensboro, Ky., in early 
March to earn the big-
gest victory of his young 
career.  

O v e r  t w o  d a y s , 
McGeehin shot well and 
worked his way through 
the competition to be 
crowned champion in 
his group. He did it all 
after coming off of what 
he believed to be a dis-

appointing performance 
in another competition 
just a week before, 
which had him rushing 
to get back into top 
form.

“The week before, I 
had gone to another 
national tournament for 
USA Archery and my 
performance was sub-
par,” McGeehin said. “I 
had some form issues 

that all of a sudden 
popped up. The week 
before this tournament 
that I really cared about, 
I had to completely 
change my form. I went 
to multiple coaching ses-
sions to fi x it, so I go into 
this tournament with a 
form that’s almost 
entirely different from 
what I’m used to. Then 
at the tournament, I got 

sick and was shooting 
with a cold.”

McGeehin’s immune 
system and his new form 
prevailed to give him the 
win. It is a landmark win 
for him as he prepares to 
move from competing in 
more junior events to 
taking part in under-21 
competitions, which also 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Archery rising star hits 
bullseye at national competition

COURTESY PHOTO

Grosse Pointe resident Oliver McGeehin, center, stands atop the podium after 
fi nishing fi rst in the Young Adult Male Olympic Recurve competition at the 
2026 S3DA  Archery Eastern Indoor National Championships in March.

PHOTO BY TODD SMITH

McGeehin prepares to shoot at the 2026 S3DA 
Eastern National Championships in Owensboro, 
Ky. 

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 

See ARCHERY, page 6D

As her senior season 
begins, Lyla Hampton’s 
legacy as one of the 
best players in program 
history for  Grosse 
Pointe South varsity 
girls lacrosse already is 
pretty secure. She has 
been a cornerstone of 
the Blue Devils’ lineup 
the past few seasons 
and has grown each 
year as a leader both on 
and off the field. 

Hampton knows her 
leadership is going to 
be looked at even more 
this spring since she is 
a senior. Being a leader 
is something she enjoys, 
but Hampton also has a 
somewhat bittersweet 
feeling beginning her 
final season as a Blue 
Devil, knowing it is her 
last chance to lead the 

team with which she 
has grown close.

“It’s a little sad being 
a senior and knowing 
that I’m going to be 
leaving some of the 

people that I’ve been 
playing with through-
out high school,” she 
said. “... I kind of just 
try to make sure that 
everyone’s spirits are 
up. Everyone on the 
team is very skilled, so 
I think that trusting 
them that they know 
how to play well is good 
and I just make sure 
they don’t get down on 
themselves or any-

thing.”
As a captain, Hampton 

has as much trust in her 
teammates as they have 
in her. She is one of 
seven seniors on the 
roster,  a t ight-knit 
group who all know 
how to motivate each 
other and work together 
on the field. 

“I love the team and 
p l a y i n g  t o g e t h e r , ” 
Hampton said. “... It’s a 
really fun space to be 
in. I think that this team 
brings everyone closer 
together. When we lose 
a game or when we’re 
winning, we’re always 
bringing each other’s 
spirits up.”

T h e  c h e m i s t r y 
between Hampton and 
her teammates has 
helped her tally 11 
assists through five 
games already this sea-
son. She also is one of 
the primary drivers of 
South’s attack once 
again, with 27 goals 
already this season to 
help South jump out to 
a 4-1 start. 

It will take a lot for 
Hampton to surpass her 

level of production from 
last season, but she 
seems to be well on her 

way. Hampton tallied 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Hampton strives for greatness in 
final season with South girls lax

ATH ETEATH ETE
OF THEWEEK

Lyla HamptonLyla Hampton
School: Grosse Pointe South
Sport: Lacrosse
Sponsored by Fairway Packing Co.

Hampton’s Highlights
•  27 goals in 5 games for South girls lax this season 

•  2025 Division 1 Second Team All-State selection 

•  Signed to play college lacrosse at Eastern Michigan

COURTESY PHOTO

Lyla Hampton battles her way through a pair of de-
fenders in a game against Troy.

See ATHLETE, page 2D
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CITY OF HARPER WOODS
PLANNING COMMISSION

19617 HARPER
HARPER WOODS, MICHIGAN 48225

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Harper Woods will be holding a Public 
Hearing on Monday, April 20, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. for the purpose of obtaining public input and 
comment on the Creation of a Special Assessment District to Defray the Costs to Continue the 
Maintenance and Operation of Police and Fire Protection for the City of Harper Woods.

the lands and premises within the special assessment district.  The estimate of costs and 
expenses is estimated to be in excess of $6,000,000.

  2. The creation of a special assessment district consisting of all of the lands and premises 
within the municipal boundaries of the City of Harper Woods.

Residents who are unable to attend this hearing may submit their written comments regarding 

POSTED: March 23, 2026 Leslie M. Frank, City Clerk
PUBLISHED: April 5, 2026

grossepointenews.com/athlete-of-the-week

To nominate a future
Athlete of the Week,
scan the QR code or

visit our website.

AT TEATH ETE
OF THE WEEK

Do you know an outstanding
high school athlete?

Nominate them for Athlete of the Week
and put them in the running for Athlete of the Year.

103 goals and 26 assists 
in 2025, on her way to 
earning Division 1 
Second Team All-State 
honors. All of that came 
before an injury in the 
final game of the sea-
son. It set Hampton 
back in her offseason 
routine, but she knows 
she already has come 
back feeling stronger.

“I’ve been working a 
lot on my stamina and 
my speed has been my 
m a i n  p r i o r i t y , ” 
Hampton said. “I broke 

my ankle in the last 
game of last year. I 
couldn’t play all sum-
mer, so I felt really out 
of it for a few months. I 
was just trying to focus 
on my health for the 
most part. … My main 
priority is just staying 
healthy and trying to 
get my stamina and my 
speed up.”

Speed and stamina 
are going to be key for 
Hampton as she pre-
pares to compete at the 
next level. When her 
senior year at South 
ends, Hampton will join 
the Division I women’s 
lacrosse team at Eastern 

Michigan University. 
Hampton knows the 

college game will be 
different from what she 
has experienced in high 
school, but she is ready 
for  the  chal lenge. 
Helping prepare her for 
that challenge every 
step of the way has 
been her dad, Shaun 
Hampton, who has been 
her coach in both girls 
lacrosse and golf at 
South. 

Being the coach’s kid 
is not always easy. It 
can cause tension on or 
off the field. However, 
as she gets ready to 
play her final games 
with her dad on the 
s idel ines,  Hampton 
would not trade the 
experience and the 
moments she has been 
able to share with her 
teammates and her dad 
for the world.

“You kind of have to 
separate coach from 
father,” Hampton said. 
“Sometimes I have to 
remember that he’s my 
coach and not my dad 
and what he’s saying is 
from a coach’s stand-
po int .  He ’s  rea l ly 
knowledgeable and 
knows what he’s talk-
ing about and I love that 
he’s so involved. I could 
never wish for someone 
more involved in my 
life. He does everything 
for the team and is so 
supportive and wants 
us to do the best we 
can, so it’s amazing 
having him there to 
support all of us.”

Having her dad’s sup-
port as a parent and a 
coach has helped moti-
v a t e  H a m p t o n  t o 
become the great player 
she is. As she gets ready 
to take the next step in 

her career, her dad 
won’t stop cheering her 
on, knowing she has set 
herself up for success.

“To see her check off 
the first box of her 
goals, which was to get 
an opportunity to play 
at the next level, the 
amount of work that 
she’s put in that nobody 
else sees is amazing,” 
Shaun Hampton said. 
“She’s put in the work 
and earned it. … I 
couldn’t be prouder of 
the work she’s put in 
and the young lady that 
she’s become. From a 
player, a teammate and 
a leader on the team to 
an overall human being, 
she’s turned out to be a 
pretty good one.”

ATHLETE:
Continued from page 1D

COURTESY PHOTO

Hampton led South with 103 goals last season on 
her way to earning Second Team All-State honors.

Having the type of 
consistency in a lineup 
that the University 
Liggett School varsity 
girls tennis squad has 
this spring is not some-
thing that comes around 
often for high school 
teams. The Knights have 
their entire starting 
lineup from last season 
returning to the courts 
this spring, paired with 
some new faces that 
should add to the team’s 
depth and strength.

“We have everybody 
back,” Liggett girls ten-
nis coach Jeff Collins 
said. “Our whole starting 

singles lineup from last 
year is all back. Plus, we 
have some solid new 
freshmen, so we’re going 
to have a lot more depth 
this year. I’m expecting 
a really good season and 
we’re excited.”

The unchanged sin-
gles lineup from last 
year includes Sonya 
Jayakar at the No. 1 sin-
gles spot. She enters her 
sophomore season look-
ing to build on a strong 
freshman campaign in 
2025 that saw her earn 
Division 4 All-State hon-
ors. 

With a sophomore at 
No. 1 singles, three 
senior captains round 
out the singles lineup to 

bring veteran leader-
ship. Audrey DiDio will 
be at No. 2 singles. Nina 
Shanidze comes in at the 
No. 3 singles spot, with 
Annabelle Klaasen at 
No. 4 singles.

That lineup helped the 
Knights  reach the 
Division 4 state finals 
last year and place sec-
ond at the regional 
finals. The goal is to 
make it back again, but 
this time with a better 
shot at winning it all.

“We’re really trying to 
peak at regionals and go 
back to states,” Collins 
said. “That’s what our 
goal is. Not only to get 
back there, but to do 
well there and place 

there. I believe we have 
the team to do it.”

The Knights also have 
some experienced dou-
bles players coming 
back, including Lillian 
Haladjian, Amelia Unkel 
and Caty Juip. Olivia 
B o g g s ,  S a m a n t h a 
L a e t h e m ,  M a l e n a 
Moisiedes and Isla 
McCort make up some 
of the incoming fresh-
men the Knights believe 
could have an impact 
right away as well.

With an already cohe-
sive team coming into 
the season, the Knights 
are confident they can 
hit the ground running 
and be ready to compete 
in their first matches. 

Good chemistry is a 
major factor for every 
team, even in a sport like 
tennis, where athletes 
are competing in indi-
vidual matches. With so 
many returning players 
who already know the 
team’s culture and 
e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  t h e 
Knights believe their 
success could lie in 
everyone knowing it is 
still a team game, no 
matter what.

“The joy of playing 
high school tennis on a 
team is what is really 
impressive,” Collins 
said. “They support each 
other. When some of 
your top players are the 
most unselfish players 

and look at this as a 
team and not an individ-
ual sport, it makes my 
job as a coach so much 
easier. Everyone is sing-
ing from the same sheet 
of music in terms of sup-
porting each other and 
working hard each day 
in practice. … Everything 
has to be earned on the 
court and these kids are 
prepared to put in the 
work, but have fun as 
well.”

Liggett will be tested 
right away, opening the 
season Wednesday, 
April 8, at home hosting 
four-time defending 
Division 4 state champi-
o n s  A n n  A r b o r 
Greenhills.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

ULS girls tennis lineup returns 
ready to go above and beyond in 2026

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

No. 2 singles player Audrey DiDio will serve as one of Liggett’s senior captains 
this season.

COURTESY PHOTO

Liggett coach Jeff Collins, left, with Sonya Jayakar, the team’s No. 1 singles 
player who returns to the lineup this spring after earning All-State recognition 
in 2025 as a freshman.
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Several buyers looking to 
purchase immediately in the 

Pointes!

Connecting
buyers & sellers

all around Lake St. Clair
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Calling any season in 
high school sports a 
“rebuilding” year might 
be a stretch, but Grosse 
Pointe South varsity 
girls tennis is looking at 
2026 mostly as a year of 
development. The Blue 
Devils have some vet-
eran leadership in key 
spots, but come into the 
season with a lineup 
mainly built around 
youth. 

“We’re just trying to 
get experience for the 
future,” South girls ten-
nis head coach Mark 
Sobieralski said. “We’ve 
got a lot of kids coming 
up for the future and 
we’re going to be right 
back where Grosse 
Pointe South used to be 
in a couple of years.”

Most of the team’s 
youth this spring is cen-

tered around singles 
play. Senior captain 
Kaitlyn Strong takes 
over the No. 1 singles 
spot,  as defending 
Division 2 No. 1 singles 
state champion Dalina 
Kokoshi will not be with 
the team this season. 
The remaining singles 
spots are occupied by 
freshmen. Twin sisters 
McKella and McKenzie 
Florence will be in the 
No. 2 and No. 3 singles, 
respectively, with Lilian 
Novack at No. 4 singles. 

South’s other senior 
captains, Grace Vollmer 
and Andia Nazarko, will 
make up one of the top 
d o u b l e s  p a i r i n g s . 
Juniors Charlotte Kowal 
and Aubrey Lindow will 
be another top doubles 
pair for South. 

Even with plenty of 
younger players, the 
goals for South always 
remain the same. The 

Blue Devils want to 
defend their regional 
title and make it back to 
the Division 2 state 
fi nals. South is still con-
fi dent it has the talent to 
do that, but hopes con-
sistent improvement 
throughout the season 
can bring success this 
year and beyond.

“They can all hit the 
shots, but as far as being 
strategic and placing 
shots and fi nding your 
opponent’s weaknesses, 
I want them hitting balls 
w i t h  a  p u r p o s e , ” 
Sobieralski said. “We 
have to teach them how 
to formulate points. 
That’s the big thing and 
it’s fun and exciting.”

South’s season begins 
Saturday, April 11, in a 
quad match against 
Dexter, Battle Creek 
Lakeview and North 
Farmington hosted by 
Dexter. 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

South girls tennis enters 2026 with 
sights set on future development

PHOTO COURTESY OF GROSSE POINTE SOUTH ATHLETICS

Senior Kaitlyn Strong, right, with coach Mark Sobieralski after Strong fi nished 
as the state runner-up in Division 2 No. 3 singles last season. Strong will take 
over the No. 1 singles spot on South’s team in 2026.

The Grosse Pointe 
South varsity boys track 
and fi eld team is grow-
ing in numbers as the 
2026 season begins. 
That means even more 
depth for a team that 
feels like it has strengths 
in every aspect of the 
game — and that 
strength comes from 
everyone, from the 
seniors all the way down 
to the freshmen.

“We don’t have a 
heavy senior class, but 
we have key seniors 
who are going to be big 
contributors,” South 
boys track and field 
coach Mark Sonnenberg 
said. “We have a very 
well-balanced team. If 
anything, we have a lot 
of new freshmen who 
could have an impact 
right away, especially in 
distance.”

One of those freshmen 
is Oscar Resnick, who 
impressed coaches with 
his strong fi rst season of 

cross-country in the fall. 
Helping lead Resnick 
and the rest of the rising 
stars on the team will be 
a strong group of veter-
ans who could be some 
of the biggest contribu-
tors for South all sea-
son. 

S e n i o r  T r i s t a n 
Wininger will be the 
Blue Devils’ top athlete 
for hurdles and a con-
tributor to the 4x400 
and 4x200 relays. Fellow 
senior Zach Wilson and 
his brother, junior Ethan 
Wilson, will be two of 
South’s top sprinters. 
Lualhati Verzosa enters 
his senior season as a 
leader in distance races 
a n d  s e n i o r  L i a m 
O’Donoghue will look 
for a big season in pole 
vault. 

South believes it has 
the leadership and depth 
at every spot to be suc-
cessful. From distance 
to sprint races to fi eld 
events — especially 
throwing events — the 
Blue Devils feel like they 
are set up for success.

“I think that we’re a 
very well-rounded team 
with few weaknesses,” 
Sonnenberg said. “We 
have every event cov-
ered. I think our throw-
ers are particularly 
strong. Joey Agnone will 
be a top regional scorer 
in both shot put and dis-
cus and we go pretty 
deep in the throwing 
department.”

While the athleticism 
a n d  t a l e n t  S o u t h 
believes it has are a 
plus, the biggest advan-
tage the Blue Devils 
might have is leader-
ship. The coaching staff 
can see the team cap-
tains taking their exam-
ples to heart  and 
spreading it to the rest 
of the team, setting a 
standard and expecta-
tions for the season to 
come.

“I have seven coaches 
that help me out and are 
so good in what they do 
in each of their events 
that they specialize in,” 
Sonnenberg said. “That 
trickles down to all of 

the captains that we 
have. … Because of that, 
it helps because it goes 
from a great coaching 
staff to great leadership 
on the team. They’re 

just solid guys and it’s 
such a cohesive unit.”

South began the sea-
son Thursday, March 
26, with a dominant 111-
26 victory in a dual meet 

against Warren Mott. 
The Blue Devils return 
from spring break for 
another meet Tuesday, 
A p r i l  7 ,  h o s t i n g 
Eisenhower.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Depth, leadership at forefront 
for South boys track and field

FOLLOW
GROSSE POINTE NEWS 
SPORTS

The spring sports season is heating up. If you’re looking 
for a place to keep up with all the action, look no further 

than @GPNewssports on Instagram.
Our page is dedicated to providing fans around the 

Pointes and beyond with the latest news and features 
surrounding Grosse Pointe North, Grosse Pointe South 

and University Liggett sports. 

Best of all, you can be part of the action too!
Send your best sports photos and moments to our

DMs for a chance to be featured on our page and in the 
sports section of the Grosse Pointe News.

Follow us today! 
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NORTH V. SOUTH BOYS LACROSSE
Grosse Pointe South varsity boys lacrosse hosted Grosse Pointe North last Tuesday, March 24, in an early-season matchup of crosstown rivals. The 
Blue Devils were victorious 16-3, with three goals by Jack Smith and two goals each by Eugene Agnone, Bennett Walsh, Cole Lupo and Chris Bejin 
helping lead the way. 

South returns to action Thursday, April 9, going on the road to face Tecumseh. The Norsemen take the fi eld again Tuesday, April 7, hosting
Port Huron at 7 p.m.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

PARCELLS 
HOOPS 
FINISHES 
PERFECT 
SEASON

The Parcells Middle School 8th grade boys basketball team fi nished the 2026 season undefeated and as league champions, closing out the season 
with victories over crosstown rivals Pierce and Brownell. This year’s team included: Michael Trupiano, Drew Bruvens, Noah Bazzi, Kamar Laster-
Walker, Kalib Mathews, Ben Spence, Dylan Dell’Eva, Nick Thompson, Michael Polk, Martez Seales, Tyson Champine, Easton Evans and Trenton 
Thompson with coaches Dave Charvat and Bob Zaranek. 

Whether it’s games, meets or matches, 
school spring sports in the Pointes are 
in full swing and the Grosse Pointe 
News is here to bring you all the 
action. Some of the week’s biggest 
hits and highlights from include:

HITS&
HIGHLIGHTS

COURTESY PHOTO

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

PRICING
Prepayment is required.
We accept credit cards, cash 
and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or 
credit approval. Call for rates or for 
more information. Phone lines can 
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

WORD ADS:
35 words for $25.00;
additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP
We reserve the right to classify 
each ad under its appropriate 
heading. The publisher reserves
the right to edit or reject ad copy 
submitted for publication.

CORRECTIONS
AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified 
advertising errors is limited to either  
a cancellation of the charge or a  
re-run of the portion of the error. 
Notification must be given in time for  
the correction in the following issue. 
We assume no responsibility for the 
same after the first insertion.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.

PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 4 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COMFAX: 313-882-1585

Classified Advertising
ADADD OF THEOF THTHEHE WEEKWEWEEEEKEK

 CUSTOM PAINTING
 INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
 RESTORATION
 CUSTOM CARPENTRY
 WOOD REPAIR & REPLACEMENT
 PLASTER & DRYWALL REPAIRS
 POWER WASHING
 FLOOR EPOXY

PPainting

~ All Work Guaranteed ~~ All Work Guaranteed ~

Since 1965

ESTATE CARETAKER PR OSITION
(P/T / Flexible Schedule)

We are seeking a reliable, exp. Caretaker for a small GP 
private estate. This position is ideal for a self-motivated 
individual who takes pride in their work and enjoys working 
independently. Duties include maintaining beautiful well-kept 
grounds & general property upkeep w respect for older homes 
and their unique features & needs.

RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:
Lawn care and landscape maintenance
General property maintenance and upkeep
Light handyman repairs and projects
Monitoring overall condition of buildings and grounds
 Assisting with seasonal property preparations
Keeping an eye on the overall condition of the Property 
and communicating any needs

QQUALIFICATIONS:
Prior experience in property maintenance, landscaping, 
or handyman services
Strong work ethic and attention to detail
 Ability to work independently
Valid references required
Background check required
 Non-smoker
Reliable transportation

SCHEDULE:
Flexible hours; part-time (hours to be discussed)

Compensation based on experience.
If you are dependable, skilled, and take pride in your work, 
we would love to hear from you. Please respond with your 
experience and references.

313-623-8410

200 HELP WANTED GENERAL

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS 100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

119 TRANSPORTATION /
TRAVEL

586-291-1348

AIRPORT
SHUTTLE!

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

203 HELP WANTED
DENTAL / MEDICAL

300 SITUATIONS WANTED
BABYSITTERS

312 SITUATION WANTED
ORGANIZING
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Directory of ServiceS
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

GROSSE POINTE
PARK

lovely 1,600 sq. ft.
2 bedroom 2 bath,

upper unit with
basement and
1 car garage.

$1,850 per month.
Available

immediately.
Leave message
(586)945-1092

Property For Rent

406 ESTATE SALES

Estate Clean Out
Specialist

since 2007.
First Responder,
Senior, Veteran

Discounts Available
Background Check,
Bonded, Insured.

Call for your
Free Estimate
 (313)886-3330
www.cleanup
clearout.com

SERVICING
the

GROSSE POINTES
and

Surrounding Areas
Call for a

Free Estimate.
(313)214-7936

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
VINYL RECORDS
We buy LP's, 45's

No collection
too large.

We come to you!
RIPE RECORDS

Call (313)469-7479

Springtime & the
Grosse Pointe News:
A perfect combo.

Subscribe today!
313-882-6900

Follow the stories 
that inspire,involve 
and inform!

907 BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

ACCULEVEL
Your foundation

repair and
basement

waterproofing
experts.

Whether basement,
crawl space or
concrete slab,

we’ll guide you on
the right path to a

healthy home.
Act now!

Up to $600 off.
Restrictions apply.

Call for a free
consultation.

1(866)438-1859

•Porches,
•Chimneys

•Steps
•Foundations

•Waterproofing
•Buckled Walls

•Water Diversion
A Division of

Safie Construction
1(313)MR-PORCH

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

 

 

  

 

 

313-886-8088

Masonary Restoration
 Chimneys - Porches
 Brick Walls - Steps

 Tuck Pointing - Patios

 

Masonry • Tuckpointing
Chimney Repair

Porches • Walkways
313-886-8088

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

SPECIALIZING
in Bathroom and

Kitchen Remodels
Decades of

experience and a
legacy of

craftsmanship.
Committed to

delivering results
that stand the test

of time.
4th Generation tile

& stone setter
(586) 217-7795

Nauticaltile.com

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

915 CARPET CLEANING

Check out our
SPRING CLEANING

SPECIALS!
2 Rooms- $115

Whole House- $287
Upholstery- $238

https://www.
oxifresh.com/
locations/mi/

grosse-pointe-
carpet-cleaning/
(313)749-3100

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling
Unwanted Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

BOOKING SPRING
CLEAN OUT

APPOINTMENTS
NOW!

BACKGROUND
CHECKED

 BONDED•INSURED
 www.cleanup
 clearout.com

 •Clutter •Debris
 •Hoarding

 •Estate Clean Outs
 Medium, Large,
 Extremely Large

 Projects
 5 to 30 Yard

 Driveway Safe
 Dumpsters
 Available

 (313)886-3330
 Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007
Owned & Operated

by Retired Law
Enforcement

Officer.

BURLY GUYS
JUNK REMOVAL

removes
ANYTHING!
Appliances,
furniture,

basement/ garage
clean out, hoarders,

spring cleanup,
estates, probate,
hot tubs, shed/

deck demo
all welcome.

Bonded & insured.
www.burlyguys.com

Call or Text
(248)224-2188

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean Outs
•Basement/

  Garage Clean Out
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166

929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

"Chip" 
Gibson 

Painting
Painting & Plaster

ChipGibsonPainting@yahoo.com
(313) 884-5764

ANDERSON
DRYWALL AND

PLASTER REPAIRS
Water Damage

Repairs
DUSTFREE

35 years experience
Insured

with references.
We also do painting.

(586)354-3032

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

NATURAL
HARDWOOD
FLOORS

Dustless floor
sanding, staining,

refinishing,
molding, install.
Free estimates.

Guaranteed.
30 plus years
experience.

Tony Arevalo
(313)330-5907

visit us at:
refinishmyfloor.com

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER • WINDOW
CLEANING

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

941 HOARDING

BOOKING SPRING
CLEAN OUT

APPOINTMENTS
NOW!

BACKGROUND
CHECKED

 BONDED•INSURED
 www.cleanup
 clearout.com

 •Clutter •Debris
 •Hoarding

 •Estate Clean Outs
 Medium, Large,
 Extremely Large

 Projects
 5 to 30 Yard

 Driveway Safe
 Dumpsters
 Available

 (313)886-3330
 Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007
Owned & Operated

by Retired Law
Enforcement

Officer.

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER
AFFORDABLE

next day
service.

Spring Cleanup,
 weeding, bed

edging, cultivating,
shrub & flower

planting, pruning,
expert trimming,

complete
ornamental shrub

and tree care,
mulch, plus more.
Ron (313)377-1467

BRYS
LAWN & SNOW LLC

Spring cleanup,
weekly cutting,
bush trimming,

weeding.
Free quotes.

Established 1986.
Jim Sr.

(586)804-2186

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB
CARPENTRY

Tree Removal/
Trimming

Stump Grinding
FREE ESTIMATES
35% OFF SPRING

DISCOUNTS
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

* FIREWOOD *
AVAILABLE
25 Years

(586)216-0904
davestreeand

shrub.com

Full Service
Landscaping

Company
Lawn Mowing
Spring Cleanup

Fertilizing
Bushes Trimmed
Sod Installation

Ponds
Brick Paving

Landscape Design
Snow Removal
(313)205-6907

POINTES
LANDSCAPING LLC.

Full service
landscape

company serving
the eastside for

10+ years!
 Fully insured and
Free estimates!

 Weekly cut, edge,
and blow starting at

Just $40.
• Painting

Services Available!
 Call Josh at

(313)407-6523

Serving Grosse
Pointe and the

surrounding areas.
Spring Cleanup
Weeding, hedge

trimming.
General

outside help.
Call or Text:

Johnny Harrison
(313)550-3585

944 GUTTERS

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

944 GUTTERS

NO more cleaning
out gutters.
Guaranteed!

LeafFilter is backed
by a no- clog

guarantee and
lifetime

transferrable
warranty.
Call today

1(866)495-1709
to schedule a FREE
inspection and no

obligation estimate.
Plus get 75% off
installation and

a bonus
$250 discount!

Limited time only.
Restrictions apply,
see representative
for warranty and

offer details.

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

 BACKGROUND
CHECKED

 BONDED•INSURED
 www.cleanup
 clearout.com

COMPLETE
HANDYMAN

& HOME
IMPROVEMENT

SERVICES
 (313)886-3330
 Grosse Pointe

Based Since 2007
Owned & Operated

by Retired Law
Enforcement

Officer.

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

945 HANDYMAN

We're your
"TO DO"

list handymen!
Let us help you with

any plumbing,
electrical,

carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is

GREEN, cost and
energy efficient.

Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC

can insulate
your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commercial
INSULATION

 EXPERTS
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

"Chip" 
Gibson 

Painting
Painting & Plaster

ChipGibsonPainting@yahoo.com
(313) 884-5764

Frame, drywall,
paint, repair

and renovate.
Customer service,

communication and
craftsmanship are

our goals.
Grosse Pointe

based.
Serving the Pointes,

St. Clair Shores,
East Side.

Call (917)412-3995
MI license

#242600143.
Insured.

FREE ESTIMATES
 Interior/Exterior
 Commercial &

Residential
 313.882.9234

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

JOHN’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
 drywall, cracks,

windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

 insurance work.
 All work

guaranteed
 G. P. References
 License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

STEVE'S PAINTING
Detailed

Workmanship
•Plaster Repair

•Wallpaper Removal
•Drywall

Meticulous prep,
quality materials,

references, insured.
Affordable.

Free Estimates.
Senior Discounts.

(586)350-1717

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

960 ROOFING SERVICES

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commercial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Grosse Pointe 
Woods City Council, under the provisions of Public Act 110 
of 2006, MCL 125.3101 as amended, and Grosse Pointe 
Woods City Code of 2022 Chapter 50, Article 7, Section 50-
7.15, will hold a Public Hearing on Monday, April 20, 2026 
at 7:00 p.m., at City Hall in the Council Chamber/Courtroom 
(located at 20025 Mack Plaza Drive, Grosse Pointe Woods, 
MI 48236) for the purpose of considering a Special Land Use 
at 21043 Mack Avenue (Parcel ID: 40-003-06-0095-000). 
The subject site is zoned C, Commercial Business District 
where fast food and carry out restaurants (Dunkin’ Donuts, 
with a Baskin Robbins) are a Special Land Use. No drive-
thru is permitted, dining is take-out or within the restaurant. 

The Planning Commission recommended approval of the 
Special Land Use, with conditions, to the City Council. 
The corresponding site plan will also be reviewed by City 
Council at this time.

All interested persons are invited to attend and will be given 
the opportunity for public comment. The public may appear 
in person or be represented by counsel. Written comments 

Plaza Drive, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236, or at 
cityclerk@gpwmi.us up to close of business preceding the 
hearing. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids 
or services at the meeting should contact the Grosse Pointe 

the meeting. The agenda and pertinent documents will be 
available at www.gpwmi.us.

For additional project information, contact the Building and Planning 
Department at (313) 343-2426 or e-mail: building@gpwmi.us.

 
Paul P. Antolin

 City ClerkG.P.N.: 4/2/26

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

means a move up to 
shooting from 60 meters 
to 70 (Olympic distance). 

McGeehin’s focus also 
shifts to outdoor compe-
tition as the weather 
gets warmer. His victory 
at the Eastern Nationals 
could help propel him 
into success in the next 
stages of his archery 
journey, while giving 
him the chance to com-
pete against the best.

“For a lot of other 
sports, the top athletes 
are almost sectioned 
away from the rest of the 
community and you’re 
not going to be compet-
ing against them,” he 
said. “... In archery, 
everybody’s just a per-
son. … Everybody shoots 
together and you can 
find yourself shooting 
on the same bales as 
some of the top athletes 
in the world.”

ARCHERY:
Continued from page 1D

PHOTO BY TODD SMITH

McGeehin, a native of Grosse Pointe, trains with both the Michigan State 
University Demmer Center in East Lansing and Rising Phoenix Archery in 
Troy.

The Grosse Pointe 
South varsity boys golf 
team comes into the new 
season believing in the 
talent and consistency of 
its roster. Without many 
seniors on this year’s 
team, the Blue Devils 
know the golfers they 
have now will be with the 
program another year or 
two beyond 2026, making 
this spring the perfect 
starting point for a run at 
some hardware.

“The roster we have 
now, we’re going to have 
for the next two years,” 
South boys golf head 
coach Bobby Mitchell 
said. “We have one senior, 
but the talent really lies in 
our junior and sopho-
more classes.”

South is looking to 
build off of a solid 2025, 
where the team fi nished 
second at the regional 

championships and 14th 
at the Division 1 state 
fi nals. Many of the golfers 
who helped South with 
strong performances last 
spring are back as well. 

Juniors Charlie Thomas 
and Ben Bieri will be on 
the links again for South 
after both achieved top-
three fi nishes at regionals 
last year. Thomas also fi n-
ished second on the indi-
vidual leaderboard at last 
y e a r ’ s  M A C  R e d 
C h a m p i o n s h i p s . 
S o p h o m o r e  M a r t y 
Wayman also will tee up 
again for the Blue Devils 
as another key piece of 
the team’s young core. 

They and the rest of the 
Blue Devils will have their 
work cut out for them in a 
series of challenging 
matches and tournaments 
this spring. One of the 
highlights this season is 
South’s own McIntyre 
Invitational at Country 
Club of Detroit on April 

27, named in honor of for-
mer Blue Devil coach and 
r e c e n t  M i c h i g a n 
Interscholastic Golf 
Coaches Hall of Fame 
inductee Rob McIntyre. 

As the Blue Devils go 
through their tests in the 
MAC Red Division and 
various tournaments over 
the course of the season, 
the goal is simple: learn 
to play the best golf pos-
sible when it matters the 
most.

“Our primary focus is 
to be better prepared if 
we have the opportunity 
to reach the state tourna-
ment,” Mitchell said. 
“Last year, we did a great 
job achieving that and 
this year we want to do 
that again and place at a 
much higher level.”

South begins the sea-
son by making a road trip 
to Springfield, Ohio, to 
compete in the Southern 
Swing Invitational Friday, 
April 10. 

South boys golf confident in young core
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

COURTESY PHOTO

Sophomore Marty Wayman will tee it up for South this spring as part of the 
Blue Devils’ core of returning golfers.

The Grosse Pointe 
North varsity girls track 
and fi eld team is entering 
the 2026 season with a 
renewed spirit. The 
Norsemen are under new 
leadership this spring, 
with head coach Joe 
Crachiola taking over the 
program with hopes of 
guiding some of North’s 
best athletes to success. 

North saw an infl ux of 
more than a dozen fresh-
men joining the program 
this spring. That youth 
joined with some of the 
team’s experienced 
senior leaders could 
form a strong, cohesive 
group for North as they 
strive for the Division 2 
state fi nals. 

The veterans on this 
year’s squad for North 
include senior captain 
and distance runner 
Avery Boutell, fellow 
senior captain Liliana 
Ivanaj and senior captain 
hurdler Quinn Notebaert. 
Senior discus and shot 
put thrower Nia Ruiz 

also will serve as a cap-
tain, while junior Kayli 
Johnson is expected to 
be one of North’s top 
sprinters. 

That group will try to 
help lead the Norsemen 
to success in the MAC 
White Division this 
spring. The team also 
hopes to have plenty of 
success in invitationals 
and at large meets like 
the Wayne County 
Championships. Having 
those kinds of competi-
tions on the schedule is 
what Crachiola believes 
will have North’s athletes 
ready to perform in the 
biggest moments.

“I put a big emphasis 
o n  i n v i t a t i o n a l s , ” 
Crachiola said. “There’s 
more competition, so 
we’re going to have the 
kids fresh for those 
meets. Last year, the 
team took third at the 
W a y n e  C o u n t y 
Championships, so the 
goal is to improve on that 
and have a great show-
ing at regionals. That’s 
kind of where we’re set-
ting the kids up to peak 

at.”
North’s new coach 

wants his team to be 
building toward success 
for the biggest competi-
tions as the spring goes 
on. It may be a long road 
to get there at times, but 
the program at North is 
establishing a new cul-
ture of belief for the sea-
son ahead.

“Trust the process,” 
Crachiola said. “Getting 
the kids to believe that 
the coaches have a plan 
in mind for the season 
and, as long as they trust 
the process and try their 
hardest every day, they 
will be at their best at the 
end of the season and hit 
their goals. The other 
thing is being comfort-
able with being uncom-
fortable. We’re pushing 
them to break through 
barriers and try new 
things and learn that 
they have abilities in 
more than what they’ve 
done in the past.”

North begins the sea-
son Tuesday, April 7, in a 
road meet against 
Stevenson.

New leadership brings 
winning mentality 
to North girls track
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

With more than a 
dozen players returning 
from a team that quali-
fied for the Division 2 
state fi nals last year, the 
Grosse Pointe North 
girls varsity tennis team 
is confi dent in the talent 
it has entering the 2026 
season. Almost all of the 
impact players the 
Norsemen had last year 
return to the court this 
spring with a year of 
improvement under 
their belts, forming an 
already cohesive unit 
that is hungry for more 
success.

“The familiarity with 
each other really helps 
the team,” North girls 
tennis  coach John 
VanAlst said. “During 
the offseason, there 
w e r e  t r e m e n d o u s 
improvements made by 
everyone. … It’s encour-
aging to see how the 
team got a lot better.”

The entire singles 
group for the Norsemen 
from last season returns 

for another campaign 
this spring, including 
2025 Division 2 All-State 
player Laila Aslam, 
returning in the No. 1 
singles position. Fellow 
junior and captain 
Aakansha Nagori will be 
the team’s No. 2 singles 
player. Senior Daniela 
Pietrowsky fi lls the No. 
3 singles spot, with 
j u n i o r  E m m a 
Dombrowski at No. 4 
singles. 

There still are some 
questions to be answered 
for North in the doubles 
lineup before the season 
g e t s  u n d e r w a y . 
However, the Norsemen 
believe that could be a 
testament to the depth 
the team has, with so 
many players capable of 
fi lling in big spots. 

The Norsemen will 
again be tested in the 
MAC Red Division, 
which includes cross-
town rival Grosse Pointe 
South, and some chal-
lenging non-league 
matches like one against 
Un ivers i ty  L igge t t 
School April 9. 

Depth in the doubles 
positions and talent in 
the front of the singles 
spots is what North 
could rely on as a 
strength throughout the 
spring. Nothing is stop-
ping anyone on the team 
from setting high expec-
tations for themselves 
and the squad as a 
whole.

“I know our singles 
players have their eyes 
set on some individual 
regional titles,” VanAlst 
said. “... I have the confi -
dence that each one of 
them has the ability to 
do it. I believe they can 
and I hope they believe 
in themselves enough to 
do it too. … Our depth is 
very strong. … It’s going 
to be interesting to see 
how the lineup shakes 
out, but I’m hoping that 
we can come through at 
regionals and make it 
through to another 
appearance at the state 
fi nals.”

North starts the sea-
son on the road with a 
match against St. Clair 
Wednesday, April 8.

North girls tennis 
returns feeling 
stronger in 2026
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter
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