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Local NAACP branch aims for reactivation

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

THE GROSSE POINTES
& HARPER WOODS —
The Grosse Pointe &
Harper Woods branch of
the NAACP — which had
its start in 2015 — pe-
tered out in recent years
and ultimately deactivat-
ed without public notice
due to declining mem-

bership and leadership
vacancies.

“They ended up dis-
solving for the moment
because there was
nobody in active roles,”
said Donna Alford,
Shores resident and
member of the current
reactivation committee.

Spurred by the NAACP
Michigan State
Conference reaching out

to inactive branches to
encourage reactivation,
community members
last summer began gaug-
ing local interest and
have since established
the NAACP Grosse
Pointes & Harper Woods
Branch Reactivation
Committee.

“This committee aims
to rebuild a branch that
is active, accountable

and committed to serv-
ing the community
through education, civic
engagement and part-
nership, in alignment
with the mission and
policies of the NAACP,”
said Sierra Donaven,
committee member and
Farms councilwoman.

To officially reactivate
the branch, 100 mem-
bers are required.

While the most recent
reactivation meeting
held last Tuesday
brought membership to
the cusp of that number,
the branch still is actively
seeking members.

To receive a copy of
the sign-up form — $30
in annual membership
dues are required —
email ginacsteward@
gmail.com with the sub-

ject line “NAACP
GPHW?” or call Alford at
(313) 587-0343.

The reactivation com-
mittee intends to submit
its official application to
the national NAACP to
be considered during the
organization’s May
board meeting.

“First we get reacti-

See NAACP, page 2A

BoE passes Al policy

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

THE GROSSE POINTES
— After more than a year
of discussion, the Grosse
Pointe Public School
System  Board of
Education passed an Al
policy at its meeting
Monday, March 23.

The final vote was 4-2,
with President Clint

CALL (313) 343-5578
GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM
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Everything you need to
kick off a great season

In today'’s paper

Derringer, Vice President
Colleen Worden,
Treasurer Tim Klepp and
Trustee Laura Hull vot-
ing in favor. Trustees
Ginny Jeup and Sean
Cotton were opposed.
Secretary Valarie St.
John was absent.

Cotton said he didn’t
think the policy was “stu-
dent-centric” or “educa-
tion-centric.” Jeup said
she believes it creates
more bureaucracy.

Deputy Superintendent
Roy Bishop said he
sought input from teach-
ers and students.

“We didn’t want to
have a fear-based pol-

See POLICY, page 8A

Oh,
deer!

This precious
pair was sighted
at 18 Waverly
Lane, Grosse
Pointe Farms,
by Dr. Dawn
Harvey and Tom
Garvey. Thanks
for sharing this
sweet sight —a
sure sign of
spring!

PHOTO COURTESY
OF TOM GARVEY

Pointer running
for state BoE

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

THE GROSSE POINTES
— Terry Collins, who
served 14 months on the
Grosse Pointe Public
School System Board of
Education, has his sights
set on a statewide seat.
Collins was nominated
by the Michigan
Republican Party at its
convention in Novi
Saturday, March 28,
along with Bree
Moeggenberg of Mount
Pleasant, to run for two
open seats on the state
board of education.
Michigan Democrats
will nominate candidates
at their convention in
Detroit Sunday, April 19.

Terry Collins

The current makeup of
the board is six
Democrats and two
Republicans. Terms are
eight years and the
board meets once a
month in Lansing.

See BOE, page 9A

Pool repair strategy

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— Piecemeal repairs and
preventive maintenance
of the main swimming
pool at Windmill Pointe
Park would avoid paying
an estimated $1,655,000
to do everything at once.
Most work needed to
bring the pool up to snuff
is for plumbing and
mechanical equipment
located underground or
behind the scenes. Little
has to do with appear-
ance or patron comforts.
“There are two aspects
to address,” said Eric
Dryer, a planner with the
city’s engineering con-
sultants, OHM Advisors.
“There’s mechanical-
operational improve-
ments, things like drain
lines, a surge tank,
mechanical room, equip-

ment and a discharge
line to the street.”

Upgrading those were
estimated recently to
cost a combined
$800,000.

“And things that are
more amenity-level
improvements not
directly related to the
mechanics of the pool,”
Dryer said.

Those consist of every-
thing from resurfacing
the pool, replacing the
pool deck, sealing joints
and buying new swim
team starting blocks, div-
ing boards, deckchairs
and handrails at pool
entries and exits.

The price for that, cat-
egorized as amenities
and finishing improve-
ments, represented an
additional cost of
$855,000.

Dryer didn’t come up
with the estimates on his

own.

“We had a pool con-
tractor write up an
assessment of the condi-
tions of the pool,” he
said.

Dryer said estimates
assume the work would
be done during warm
months with the pool
shut down.

“If you want to try to
do it in that Labor Day-
Memorial Day season,
you have to deal with
winter conditions,”
Dryer said. “Sometimes
you have to pay more for
that. Some of that work
has to be done in spring-
time, pouring concrete,
that sort of stuff.”

In addition to retaining
OHM for general engi-
neering services, the city
issued it a supplemental
$30,000 contract to
assess recreation depart-
ment facilities. Findings
are intended to help the

See POOL, page 2A
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Levee complicates boardwalk restoration

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE
PARK — Restoration of
the boardwalk at
Patterson Park could be
done as part of routine
maintenance, resulting
in a structure made of
replacement parts more
resilient to usage and
the weather than the
wood of which it was
built a generation ago.

Sustainable upgrades
being proposed for the
850-foot boardwalk
along the Lake St. Clair
shoreline include
replacing timber deck-
ing with concrete slabs.
Wood railings could be
swapped with alumi-
num or composite alter-
natives.

Overall, the board-
walk is in good shape,
according to an assess-
ment by the city’s con-
sulting engineers, OHM
Advisors. Company
representatives in
March presented a draft
of their findings to the
recreation commission.

The prospect of incre-
mental repairs pleased
commissioners com-
pared with doing every-
thing at once to the
highest standards
reachable. The cost of
replacing the board-
walk was estimated to
represent $2 million out
of $6,030,000 needed to
put in proper shape
facilities at the city’s
two municipal parks.

“Everything’s nearing
the end of its useful life
at once,” said Michael
Hindelang, commission
chairman. “We have to
figure out how to triage
this.”

City officials commis-
sioned OHM to evaluate

the condition of park
system assets and the
cost to maintain, fix or
replace them.
Commissioners and city
administrators are
using the findings to
create the city’s first-
ever five-year recre-
ation plan of action.
The plan should be fin-
ished within three
months.

“We’re doing this
plan to prioritize (capi-
tal improvement expen-
ditures) and decide
whether things need to
go on or come off,”
Hindelang said.

As part of the evalua-
tion, Hindelang also
wants to know how
much the city spent in
recent years on park
amenities, such as the
boardwalk, swimming
pool, concession stand
and others drawing on
the recreation depart-
ment’s $2.3 million
budget.

“I would say our capi-
tal improvement plan
right now (is) $2.5 mil-
lion over the next five
years, give or take,”
Recreation Director
Chad Craig said. “In
previous years — say-
ing five or 10 — I would
say we averaged around
somewhat of one to
three projects ranging
anywhere from $50,000
to maybe $250,000.”

“I would like us to
have a five- and 10-year
number on what was
actually spent per cap-
ita, a five- and 10-year
number of what was
spent on anticipated
maintenance,”
Hindelang told Craig.
“We can put that on
your list to work with
Cindy (Paparelli, assis-
tant city manager).”

Paparelli beat nearly
50 applicants for the
assistant job last sum-
mer in part due to expe-
rience managing
recreation systems in
St. Clair County.

As for boardwalk
maintenance, short-
term needs are nearly
superficial: pressure
washing the surface,
installing anti-slip
treatments and making
room for trees growing
through the decking,
according to OHM.

Mid-term, meaning in
five to 10 years, the
walkway may need
structural reinforce-
ment.

The long-term,
10-year outlook con-
sists of full reconstruc-
tion or replacement
using composite deck-
ing and steel founda-
tions.

Donors to the Grosse
Pointe Park Foundation
gave the George Helm
Boardwalk to the city in
1994. Since then, new
environmental regula-
tions complicate recon-
struction.

“The understanding
is if that were rebuilt,
the Army Corps of
Engineers and
Department of Natural
Resources have a dif-
ferent set of standards
for what the design
looks like versus what’s
there now,” said Eric
Dryer, an OHM plan-
ner.

Another complication
is the boardwalk’s role
in flood protection.

“The boardwalk is on
one of the city’s desig-
nated levees,” said
Patrick Droze, an OHM
principal and its main
contact with the city.
“It’s part of when the

city did work on levees
along Fox Creek and
around town. You have
to certify those with
FEMA (the Federal
Emergency
Management Agency).
That allows flood insur-
ance rates to be
adjusted accordingly.”

The boardwalk was
installed prior to the
levee system, he said.

“While the boardwalk
is likely a permissible
structure, it is not clear
whether the installation
was permitted,” accord-
ing to the company’s
report.

There are a couple of
“concerns” due to the
boardwalk’s current
location and configura-
tion, the report contin-
ued:

& “The boardwalk’s
positioning atop the
levee inhibits the city’s
ability to perform a full
inspection of the
earthen levee struc-
ture.”

& “The presence of
posts every eight feet
within the earthen
levee creates the oppor-
tunity to amplify the
impacts from surface
anomalies. During high
water events, these
could result in localized
souring and heighten
(the) risk of breach-
ing.”

All of which must be
considered when deter-
mining if the boardwalk
is worth preserving and
in what form.

“It may not make
sense to do a boardwalk
or, if we do, we have to
raise it,” Droze told
commissioners. “It
makes more sense to do
an earth (linear mound)
and a pathway versus
this type of structure.”

Designed
for success

Grosse Pointe
Sunrise Rotary
President Mark
Heppner, left,
stands with
Christopher
Hilts, during the
club’s March 3
meeting at Ford
House. Hilts
shared an in-

depth look into
the world of au-

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROBERT GRAMBO

tomotive design, through the lens of General
Motors. As creative director of design and global di-
rector of design user experience from 2015-23, his
influence grew the GM brand in many popular vehi-
cles, including the Acadia, Yukon, Corvette and
Enclave. His success leveraged his unique vision
which focused on the “customer experience,” which
sometimes required breaking with design tradition.
Hilts graduated from the College for Creative
Studies with an honors degree in industrial design
and lives with his family in Grosse Pointe Farms.

Going Greenway

PHOTO COURTESY
OF LILY FREY

On March 25, Sheila O’Hara, founder of the Moross
Greenway Project, and current president Ed
Gotfredson spoke to members of the Grosse Pointe
Rotary Club about the community-driven transfor-
mation of the Moross Greenway. First proposed by
O’Hara in 2009, and approved in 2011, the multimil-
lion-dollar project has been shaped by dedicated
volunteers and sponsors, including Henry Ford St.
John Hospital, along with partnerships such as the
Greening of Detroit. Now featuring more than 500
shrubs, trees and grasses, as well as rotating sculp-
tures from artists like Scott Hocking and Robert
Onnes, the nonprofit continues to evolve through
ongoing maintenance and seasonal cleanups.
Pictured, from left, are Rotarians Ted Everingham
and Kim Towar, Gotfredson, O’Hara and Rotary

President Jackie Dale.

POOL:

Continued from page 1A

recreation commission
and assistant city man-
ager draft a five-year
master plan for the parks
system. The assistant

manager was hired last
year in part because she
knows how to operate
recreation systems.
“Big-ticket items are

the plaster finish
($450,000), discharge
line ($250,000 to

$300,000) and pool deck

25305 Little Mack Ave. Saint Clair Shores, M| 48081
(586) - 343 - 8253

Residential & Commercial
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($80,000 to $100,000),”
Dryer told recreation
commissioners last
month. “Not everything
has to be done at this
moment, but we need to
start thinking about it
now so that when some-
thing does happen, we
can get ahead of it. The
finish needs to happen
sooner rather than later.”

Deadlines loom on
pool maintenance.

“The mechanical stuff
has not been upgraded
since the pool was built
about 45 years ago,”
Dryer said. “They (the
pool contractor) think
that’s got a couple years
left in it. From what we
understand, the plaster

finish has a high prior-
ity.”

“That was last done in
(two phases) in 2016 and
part of 2017,” said Chad
Craig, director of parks
and recreation. “You
usually get seven to 10
years out of it, so we’re at
the tail end of what that
should be.”

He said the boilers are
only a few years old.
Chlorinators are nearly
new.

“A lot of valves and
things like that have
been changed out,” Craig
said.

Some upgrades require
more than just swapping

equipment.

“Filters have to be
approved by EGLE (the
Michigan Department of
Environment, Great
Lakes and Energy),”
Dryer said. “There are
regulations (and new
standards) now versus
when they were built.”

“You mentioned the
finish being a high prior-
ity,” Chairman Michael
Hindelang asked. “Could
the finish be done first?”

“I think it can be done
first,” Dryer said.

“I would do the finish
before we incorporate a
new drain system, then
do the mechanicals at a

separate time,” Craig
said. “That could be done
in two phases.”

Hindelang referred to
the $300,000 discharge
lines as “a huge chunk of
dollars.” He asked if they
could be installed by the
city’s public works
employees instead of a
contractor.

“I don’t know,” Craig
said.

“From a design side,
that’s our worst-case sce-
nario,” said Patrick
Droze, a principal at
OHM. “There are poten-
tial routings and differ-
ent ways it can be built,
potentially.”

NAACP:

Continued from page 1A

vated and at that point
they have elections to
elect officers,” said Gina

the Grosse Pointe &
Harper Woods branch’s
reactivation. “Once the
officers are elected, they
will begin to have meet-
ings and then the branch
will decide what efforts

get on, this is what
you’re going to do. The
actual community, who
is the membership, will
decide what efforts they
want to take on. Of
course, it’ll be in line

Steward, the NAACP they want to take on. It’s with the national NAACP
area director assigned to not like as soon as you vision.”
* + B - * + + .
t + + . +

Join us for a story time &
craft with Ms. Lighthouse
Coast & Ms. St. Clair Shores!

(586)-771-6770 | whistle-stop.com

Mon - Sat 10-8 | Sun 12-5
21714 Harper Ave, St. Clair Shores
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From left, Lt.
Sam Sokol; 1st
Lt. Alexandra
Beydler; Green
& Gold
Congressional
Aide Patrick
Stoddard of Lisa
McClain’s of-
fice; Regional
Director of
Admissions at
the U.S. Naval
Academy James
Callicott; Lt.
Jack Halliday;
2nd Lt. Evan
Shreffler; 2nd
Lt. Courtney
Ambrose; 2nd
Lt. Isabella
Gelle; and
Constituent
Relations
Specialist
Corbin Smith.

Service
academies
outreach

The admissions
offices of the United
States service acade-
mies — U.S. Air Force
Academy, U.S. Military
Academy and U.S.
Naval Academy — came
together March 6 and 7,
to host outreach events
at The War Memorial.
The events were
designed to better
inform counselors, edu-
cators, students and
parents about the
nation’s service acade-
mies and admissions
pathways.

The Friday educator
event had a total of 25

Saturday, March attendees. The
7,Lt. Jack Saturday event wel-
“Tom” Halliday comed 246 attendees,
presented about including 86 students
United States representing 67 differ-
Naval Academy ent schools.

information, The events were sup-
such as intro- ported by the congres-
duction, majors sional offices of Elissa
and classroom Slotkin, Lisa McClain,
sizes. Tim Walberg and Shri

Thanedar.

COURTESY PHOTOS

On Friday, March 6, Lt. Jack “Tom” Halliday gave a presentation to approximately 25 attendees.

Farms 2025
PS report reveals
steady crime stats

GROSSE POINTE
FARMS — While off-
the-clock K-9 Officer
Rocco insists he is a lap-
dog, his time in the vest
last year also highlights
instances of assisting in
locating and apprehend-
ing a prowler in Harper
Woods who had a previ-
ous arrest for the same
offense in the Farms, as
well as helping the
Detroit Police
Department locate a
sawed-off shotgun used
in an armed robbery.

Rocco’s job perfor-
mance review is
included as part of the
Farms’ 2025 annual
public safety report,
which comprehensively
tracks crime statistics in
the city each year.

In 2025, the Farms
saw major crimes —
homicide, rape, rob-
bery, aggravated
assault, arson, burglary,
larceny and motor vehi-
cle theft — decrease
slightly to 104 incidents
from 120 the year prior.

In the cases of one
rape, one robbery and
one aggravated assault
that were reported last
year, the culprits in
each were successfully
apprehended.

The city also saw
eight incidents of bur-
glary, 76 of larceny and
17 successful or
attempted motor vehicle
thefts.

The Farms’ fire
department the
Farms is the only Pointe
to employ four full-time
career firefighters —
responded to 393 fire
runs in 2025.

These included 191
false alarms, 51 carbon
monoxide alarms and
three structure fires
within the city, as well
as providing mutual aid
to neighboring cities.

The department’s
drone unit was deployed
27 times in 2025, for
instances of helping to
apprehend suspects

See STATS, page 4A
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The Week Ahead

MONDAY, APRIL 13

# Grosse Pointe Public School System Board of
Education Facilities Committee meeting, 5:30 p.m.
# Grosse Pointe Public School System Board of
Education Policy Committee meeting, 6:30 p.m.

# Grosse Pointe Woods Finance Committee meeting,
6:30 p.m.

# Grosse Pointe Woods Zoning Board of Appeals
meeting, 7 p.m.

# Grosse Pointe Woods rescheduled city council
meeting, 7 p.m.

# Grosse Pointe Farms City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
# Grosse Pointe Park City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

TUESDAY, APRIL 14

# Grosse Pointe Shores Tree Board meeting, 7:30
am.

# Grosse Pointe Shores Finance Committee meeting,
9am.

# Grosse Pointe Woods Citizens’ Recreation
Commission meeting, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15

@ Grosse Pointe Park Arbor Week Beautification
Commission meeting, 7 p.m.

# Grosse Pointe Farms Parks and Harbor Committee
meeting, 7:15 p.m.

SATURDAY, APRIL 18

¢ Grosse Pointe Woods Hazardous Waste Day, 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m., for residents only.

AWARD-WINNING ARTISTRY
SUPERIOR SELECTION
EXCEPTIONAL EXPERIENCE

AHEE.COM | 313.886.4600

040525
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Taking a powder

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Three hundred inches
of snow equals 25 feet.

For Rick Linnel, it’s
incentive to cross an
ocean and strap on a
pair of skis.

“l was raised in a
family that skied,” said
Linnel, of the City of
Grosse Pointe. “The
wonderful part of ski-
ing, which you wouldn’t
know if you don’t do it,
is the tremendous
amount of together-
ness, usually in really
pretty places.”

Fellowship, bonding
with others through
shared adventure, cre-
ating a unified sense of
purpose by overcoming
mutual challenges — all
that and more are the
social benefits of ski-

ing.
“In skiing, you stay
together, then ski

together and ride chair-
lifts next to each other,”
Linnel said. “You don’t
have a phone or tablet.
You just talk. Chairlift
or gondola rides are at
least 10 or close to 20
minutes long, plus
you’re standing in line
next to each other.
Then, after skiing, you
have a drink together
and eat together. It’s a
fantastic time to enjoy
whoever you’re with.
My whole family skis
and we almost always
ski with the entire fam-
ily and children. Or,
just friends.”

He and his wife,
Terry, lit out on a ski
vacation last Japanuary.
That’s not a misprint.
Japanuary is the collo-
quial designation for
peak skiing season in
places like Niseko,
Japan, near Sapporo,
site of the 1972 Winter

Olympics.
Niseko is on the
northern island of

Hokkaido, nearly 600
miles north of Tokyo.
The latitude is nearly
shared by the Utah-
Wyoming border.
“Niseko is a little ski
village, not wunlike
towns in the western
United States where
skiing or tourism is pre-
dominant,” Linnel said.
“Skiing in Japan is
referred to, at least by
Americans and
Australians, who are
the dominant force of
skiing there, as
‘Japanuary,’” because,
over the 30 days from
approximately Jan. 20
to Feb. 20, it averages
over 300 inches of
snow. To put that into
context, most resorts
average 300 inches for
a season. They get it in
one month. It snowed
virtually nonstop.”
Skiing in Japan has
extra allure to seafood
lovers like Linnel.
“Not just sushi,”
Linnel said. “I will eat
any seafood — I don’t
like sea urchin, but
everything else. You
name it, I will eat it,
especially raw.”

Food during the trip,
which included stop-
ping off in Tokyo, was
“fan-tas-tic,” he said.

He added, “They also
had ramen restaurants
and hot-pot restaurants
where it’s kind of like
fondue — you cook
everything in a broth of
wagyu beef and vegeta-
bles, chicken and sea-
food. It was
unbelievable how good
it was. They take food
very seriously.”

Linnel returned from
the vacation with more
than memories.
Japanese courtesy
made an impression.

“There was a huge
desire to be of assis-
tance,” he said. “There
were probably 100
examples, but when we
had a problem with our
flight from Sapporo to
Tokyo because Tokyo
had a massive snow-
storm, the airline
woman tried to help as
much as possible. She
literally ran 30 feet to
and from her boss try-
ing to speed things up.”

Upon returning
home, Linnel told
employees of his law
firm about the impact
of Japanese customer
service.

“I told everyone in
our office that it rein-
forced how much better
you can make some-
one’s experience if
you’re truly trying your
hardest to help them,”
Linnel said.

Lessons gained from

group activities are
foundational to Linnel’s
favorite sport.

“I love football,” he
said.

Football, like life, is a
team sport. In both,
achieving everything
beyond mundane
requires hard work,
discipline, cooperation,
sacrifice and follow-
through.

“The way I see it, it is
the largest team on
which anyone can par-
ticipate,” Linnel said.
“The larger a team, the
greater amount of coor-
dination it takes. Team
camaraderie is a fantas-
tic education for young
players. Not everyone’s
going to be as good.
Not everyone’s going to
try as hard. But you still
want to go in the same
direction to accomplish
a goal. If you don’t, you
won’t accomplish a
goal.”

Linnel has season
tickets to University of
Michigan football
games, but his main
allegiance is closer to
home.

“I’'m most excited
about Grosse Pointe
South football,” he said.
“I'm in the Gridiron
Club, the boosters. And
I’'m a member of the
Grosse Pointe Red
Barons. I just joined.”

The Red Barons is a
youth tackle or flag
football and cheer
league. Players must be
between 7 and no more
than 14 years old. Cheer

COURTESY PHOTO

When Shakespeare wrote, “A little snow, tumbled
about, anon becomes a mountain,” he foreshad-
owed Rick and Terry Linnel’s ski vacation to

Niseko, Japan.

membership is open to
youngsters from kinder-
garten through eighth
grade.

Four of Linnel’s five
children were Red
Barons.

“The sense of commu-
nity is fantastic,” he
said. “I like that football
takes work. It takes
work and commitment.
Every sport does.”

Team sports require
players to unify leader-
ship and fellowship.

“If one person isn’t

going in the same direc-
tion, you can’t have suc-
cess,” Linnel said. “It’s
also those little interac-
tions when you’re doing
it together that make
these wonderful bonds.”

The lessons are life-
long.

“Not that everyone is
best friends,” Linnel
said, “but that bond will
be there as they grow
up and go into different
sports or do something
else. That bond is a
great thing.”

STATS:

Continued from page 3A

involved in home invasion, vehicle
theft and larceny from auto cases, as
well as to find a missing individual
with Alzheimer’s, assist with a water
rescue and locate stranded boaters.
“The department’s drone offers
real-time aerial images that enable
personnel to quickly evaluate inci-

dents that would otherwise require
extra staffing, longer response times
or put officers and firefighters at
unnecessary risk,” the report states.
“This capability supports informed
decision-making in dynamic, danger-
ous situations.”

The Farms was among the first
departments in the area to gain a
drone program when it did so in
2023.

— Laurel Kraus

A
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COCKTAILS & CUISINE FOR A CAUSE

Dinner Chairs:
David Tindall

& May
2026

Anthony Gianino

Thursday

TIME: 5PM

The War Memorial
32 Lakeshore Drive
Grosse Pointe Farms,

Playsecape is still game

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

PARK — The Patterson
playscape’s role on the
roster of recreation de-
partment attractions is
comparable to an over-
the-hill but valued all-
star.

Think of hockey’s
Gordie Howe or box-
ing’s George Foreman,
both formidable past
their primes.

“The Patterson Park
playscape is roughly 35
years old now. The use-
ful life was 25,” said Eric
Dryer, a consultant
assigned to rate the con-
dition of recreation sys-
tem assets.

The wooden play-
scape remains a fan

favorite due to its utility,
circumstances of con-
struction and longevity
despite 1increasing
creakiness and the need
to replace planks of rot-
ted wood.
Construction was
funded by donations in
1990. Newspaper clip-
pings chronicle children
collecting $7,200 in pen-
nies as part of a money-
raising campaign.
Features include a
dragon slide, suspen-
sion bridge, castle tur-
rets and tunnels.
Hundreds of volun-
teers built it in 1991,
making it the city’s
homegrown centerpiece
for children putting
imagination into action
while building muscles,
coordination and self-

Grand
Door
Prize*
Donated by

long time
supporter:

Albve

Special Edition
Formula 1 Chronograph

Additional* Door Prizes
Free Stay in Marco Island Vacation
Home: Donated by the Bill Family

Lower Bowl Tiger Tickets and
Autographed Collectibles: Donated
by the Detroit Tigers

Bourbon Basket:
Donated by Woods Wholesale

(Puceeds: Sonefi

State of the art radiation protection
system for Cadiac Catheterization Lab.

§ *All ticket holders entered to win door prizes.

MI 48236

HONOREES

Physician of the Year
Dr. Richard Berri

Sister Verenic
McQuade

Ms. Denise Allen

Lifetime Achievement
Mr. Paul Treder

Philanthropic Services
Elizabeth, Allan and
Warren Shelden
Foundation

CITY OF HARPER WOODS
POLICE DEPARTMENT
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

NOTICE

AUCTION OF IMPOUNDED/ABANDONED
VEHICLES

Pursuant to PA 104, an auction will be held on

APRIL 22, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. at Woods Towing, located
at 22755 Lexington, East Pointe, MI, 48021 The following
impounded/abandoned vehicles will be auctioned:

2010 FORD FLEX 2FMGKSCC1ABA34410
2017 FORD FUSION .....oovveurrsnrsnssnssnnens 3FA6POH73HR138317
2016 DODGE DART.......ovevrrvsnrrnsssnirnsens 1C3CDFBB4GD717320
2007 SATURN OUTLOOK....u.cocrrsnnees 5GZEV13757J102922
2012 CHRYSLER 300 «...uucvrruncnrsnssnssnnees 2C3CCABG3CH129780
1999 HONDA ACCORD .....ucurrsrrrsnsnnns 1HGCG6655XA108960
2018 NISSAN VERSA ....ercrrrsrrsnnens 3NICN7APYJL854771
2012 CHRYSLER 200 «..ouuuvrruncnrssssnssnnees 1C3CCBAB4CN202030
2011 FORD ESCAPE.......covvvrsirrisrnnenns 1FMCUOD78BKB97110
2019 CADILLAC XT4....vcerrecrrsnnssssnnens 1GYFZFR45KF135798
2015 CHEVY MALIBU..cuucuenssnssnssnsees 1G11ASSL1FU125749
2019 DODGE CHARGER .........ooeuvurrunnee 2C3CDXGJ4KH546914
2015 HYUNDAI SONATA .....covvurvvvrrnnns SNPE34AFXFH102604

The above vehicles can be viewed 1/2 hour prior to the
auction, at Woods Towing. Payment by cash or certified
check only. Cars listed may be pulled or released prior to the
auction by the Harper Woods Police Department.

Lt. Thomas Teatsorth
Traffic Safety Section
POSTED: April 6,2026

PUBLISHED: April 9, 2026

A copy of this notice can be viewed on www.harperwoodscity.org
under Public Notices.

confidence.

“The original project
cost was $150,000, (but)
$100,000 was saved
because community vol-
unteers built the play-
scape,” according to the
website, pattersonplay
scape.org, designed by
volunteers organized as
Friends of Patterson
Playscape.

“There’s been ongoing
maintenance (by) volun-
teers to make sure
boards are in place to
keep it safe for kids,”
Dryer said.

“It’s still a fun play
structure for kids,” said
Jim Brosnan, a resident,
construction company
owner and one of
around 15 volunteers
that helped restore the
playscape during the
last two summers.

See GAME, page 5A
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PUBLIC SAFETY |

Grosse Pointe Farms

Lock car doors

The Farms saw sev-
eral larceny from auto
incidents last week:

¢ An unlocked vehi-
cle in the 400 block of
Madison was rummaged
through overnight into
Monday, March 30.

& Approximately $30
was discovered stolen
from an unlocked vehi-
cle in the 300 block of
Ridgemont at 4 p.m.
Thursday, April 2.

@ A good Samaritan
turned in a passport
that was found near
Moross and Chalfonte.
It was stolen from a
vehicle in the 300 block
of Ridgemont overnight
into Friday, April 3.

& Three wallets con-
taining a passport ID
and $500 in Canadian
money were stolen from
an unlocked vehicle in
the 300 block of
Ridgemont around 4:30
a.m. Friday, April 3.

& Fifty cents was sto-
len from the center con-

PUBLIG SAFETY REPORTS

sole of a vehicle in the
300 block of Stephens
overnight into Friday,
April 3.

@ A vehicle in the 400
block of Roland Court
was rummaged through
around 5:30 a.m. Friday,
April 3.

Drunken driving

A 53-year-old Harper
Woods man caught an
officer’s attention when
he turned left onto
Moross during a solid
red light at 10:11 p.m.
Friday, April 3.

When the officer
pulled him over, the
man then put his vehicle
in reverse, forcing the
officer to reverse to
avoid a collision.

When asked if he
would be able to count
from one to 100 and
recite the alphabet from

A to Z, the man said,
“Nobody can do that
anymore.”

A preliminary breath
test showed his blood
alcohol content to be
0.195 percent, for which
he was arrested.

— Laurel Kraus

Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Farms Public Safety,
(313) 885-2100.

City of Grosse Pointe

Matter of time

Detectives in the city
are on the trail of two sus-
pects believed to be
responsible for approxi-
mately 75 retail fraud inci-
dents from multiple
Kroger locations through-
out the state, including 10
at the location on

Kercheval in The Village.
The 50-year-old man
and 53-year-old woman
last targeted The Village
location Sunday, March
22.
— Laurel Kraus
Report information
about this and other
crimes to the City of
Grosse Pointe Public
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Park
No joke
Around noon

Wednesday, April 1, a res-
ident of the 1300 block of
Grayton heard kids near a
2024 Kia parked at the
side of the road.

“After the kids left the
area, the owner observed
pry marks and (a) door
handle missing from the
vehicle,” police said.

SOS scammers

A resident didn’t fall
last week for online scam-
mers issuing fake threats
purporting to be from the
office of the Michigan
Secretary of State.

“The complainant
received messages stating
he needed to send money
about keeping a valid
driver’s license,” police
said. “Messages were
scams.”

“Michigan does not
have a Department of
Vehicles and the
Secretary of State does
not send text messages
threatening to suspend
your license or registra-
tion,” Michigan Attorney
General Dana Nessel said
in a news release last
October. “If you receive a
text message like this,
delete it and do not click
on any links.”

— Brad Lindberg

Report information

about these and other

crimes to the Grosse

Pointe Park Public Safety

Department, (313) 822-
7400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Nothing to report per
dispatch.
—Ted O’Neil
Report information
about crime to Grosse
Pointe Shores Public
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Nothing to report per
dispatch.
—Ted O’Neil
Report information
about crime to Grosse
Pointe Woods Public
Safety, (313) 343-2400.

March commis-
sion meeting
rated the main
swimming pool
at Windmill
Pointe Park
prime for atten-
tion. Dryer’s
team of consul-
tants estimated
the pool needs
up to $1,655,000
worth of work.
Half the esti-
mate was for the
structure’s
mechanical and
plumbing equip-
ment.

Among assets
rated second-
most in need of
work based on a

FILE PHOTO

Whimsical details punctuate the playscape at Patterson Park.

GAME:

Continued from page 4A

“Every time I go there,
like during the marsh-
mallow drop (March
28), there are a lot of
kids enjoying it. I hope
(the city) tries to pre-
serve it for at least a few
more years. It’s a wood
structure. If it is pro-
tected and the rot
replaced, that adds life
to it, but I can’t give you
a number of how long.”
Members of the recre-
ation commission gave
the playscape a vote of
confidence during a
meeting March 11. They
didn’t include it on a list
of park assets in critical
need of repair or heavy
maintenance.
Attending the meeting
were Chairman Michael
Hindelang, Vice
Chairman Paul Spratt;
members Terry Ayrault,
Roger Basse, Howard
Bouton, James
Ceuninck, Larry
Haggart, Heather
Hurley and Paul
O’Donnell; city council

liaison and former com-
mission secretary
Patrick Gleason and
Recreation Director
Chad Craig.

Minor renovations to
the playscape will cost
$150,000 to $210,000,
according to Dryer.

“Full replacement
would be somewhere,
depending on size,
between $640,000 to
$850,000,” he said.

“Do those numbers
include labor?” asked
Bouton, among volun-
teers last year to clean,
reseal and replace
planks and make minor
repairs to the structure.

“Depending on what
you go with,” Craig
answered. “If you’re
looking at replacing that
with something close to
what’s there with com-
posite material, you're
probably significantly
closer to $850,000. If
you’re looking at
(spending) four to five
(hundred thousand dol-
lars), you’re going to see
something closer to
what you see at
Windmill.”

Accepting

v QuickBooks ProAdvisor

New Clients!

PERSONALIZED TAX PLANNING FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

v/ Experienced in tax, accounting & financial management

v/ Specializing in Small Business Tax and Accounting

v/ Proud Supporter of GearHeads
(High School Robotics Team)

v/ Smart planning. Trusted guidance. Grosse Pointe-based

(616) 848-6144
gracecpaservices.com

926010

The new playscape at
Windmill, donated by the
Grosse Pointe Park
Foundation, is metal.

All attendees of the

convergence of
condition and
cost estimates,
half of the com-
missioners chose the
kayak launch at
Patterson. Consultants
said it would cost $60,000
to make the launch com-

ply with the Americans
with Disabilities Act.

Other runners-up were
the:

& Patterson playscape
(three votes, costs rang-
ing from $150,000 for
repairs to $850,000
replacement),

& fishing pier (two
votes, no cost estimate
given) and

# boardwalk (one vote,
$2 million for full recon-
struction).

Receiving third-place
votes were, in descend-
ing order:

# the pickleball courts
(three votes, no cost esti-
mate),

# fishing pier (two),

@ kayak launch (two)
and

# one vote each for
Patterson’s boardwalk,
ice skating rink (minimal
cost for minor fix-its, up
to $300,000 for a refur-
bished cooling system
and $800,000 for a new
cooling system) and
gazebo (between
$10,000 to $56,000
needed in the short term
for reconstruction).

Smoke Detector

security alarm and
monitoring services.

www.PointeAlarm.com

g 313-882-SAFE (7233)
19261 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods 48236

FREE!
Monitored

with purchase of

Tai Chi
Yoga
Chair Yoga

04026

STAY ACTIVE.
STAY HEALTHY.
STAY YOU.

We're committed to your health. Whether you're just
getting moving or staying at the top of your game, we are
here for you. Fithess classes. Nutrition programs. Wellness
workshops. We can help you stay strong, steady and
feeling your best. Visit us online or in person and see all the
ways The Helm is there on your fitness journey.

WELLNESS AT THE HELM

Body Alignment
Awesome Abs
Enhance Fitness

313.882.9600

LIFE'S A JOURNEY.
FIND YOUR WAY.

Active Fit
Strength & Balance
Guided Meditation
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OUR VIEW

Free speech
really should be free

s we reported two weeks ago, a Grosse

Pointe Woods man filed a civil rights

lawsuit in federal court last month,

claiming the Grosse Pointe Public

School System violated his First and

14th Amendment rights by banning
him from school property. Gary Shane Pruitt wants
GPPSS to rescind a “no trespass” order issued
against him Oct. 21, 2024, that bars him from all
school property.

Mr. Pruitt also feels the district “shamed” him by
posting his picture in the office at Parcells Middle
School, alerting staff there he is banned from the
building.

Mr. Pruitt attended a back-to-school night at
Parcells in early September 2024, and “observed
many rainbow/transgender pride flags” on display.
In talking with district administrators to express his
concern, Mr. Pruitt said he was told, “nothing was
likely to change” and was told to contact the school
board.

In a show of utter classlessness, Trustee Valarie
St. John responded, “... if you are concerned that
your child is seeing the colors of the rainbow, I would
suggest sending them with tinted sunglasses so they
aren’t subjected to the full spectrum.”

GPPSS leadership often talks about wanting
parental input. The district’s curriculum committee
has members who are parents and the Bond Advisory
Committee in 2024 also had parents on it. Parental
involvement extends to booster clubs supporting
activities of all sorts and naturally parents make up
the PTOs in each building.

But only listening to those who share your view is
not leadership; it is merely an echo chamber.

Mr. Pruitt’s lawsuit claims that toward the end of
September 2024, he was given permission to tour
Parcells after classes were dismissed. He filmed the
flags in question. No students or staff were identi-
fied. He made sure to blur out the face of one teacher
seated behind her desk in front of a large pride flag,
commenting in a voiceover there was no American
flag in the classroom.

He posted the video in mid-October to the “Grosse
Pointe Public Schools Concerned Parents” Facebook
page. It can be viewed at tinyurl.com/5n7z2726.

We agree with Mr. Pruitt’s lawsuit when it says the
voiceover was his “constitutionally protected speech
and political opinion.”

Further, Jason Wesley, then the Parcells principal,
said in an email to families, “The video did not con-
tain any threatening content; rather it was political
in nature, as expressed by a parent.”

So why ban him?

People who support such displays will say it is so
students grappling with certain issues feel they are
included and have a “safe space.” But what about
students whose personal and family values differ? Is
it OK for them not to feel safe?

It is very likely these supporters would strenuously
protest if a teacher were to hang a universal Christian
flag in their classroom or probably even a Gadsden
(Don’t Tread On Me) flag. And please do not start
writing letters to the editor about “separation of
church and state,” a phrase which does not appear
in the Constitution. The First Amendment only pro-
hibits government from establishing a state religion
and “prohibits the free exercise thereof.” Unless you
want to start talking about renaming Richard
Elementary School.

Teachers display things in their classrooms for
several reasons. As reminders, as learning aids and
as a way to spark discussion. A chemistry teacher

Pure GP

One evening in late
March, the sun was set-
ting and the deep orange
colors were captured in
the window of a building
across the street from
the Grosse Pointe News
office, with the window
framing it, perfectly re-
flecting the trees and
lights along Kercheval.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

FROM THE OWNER By Sean Cotton
The foundation upon which everything is built

or regular readers who know

me, I usually do not need to say

this, but for clarity I will state it.

While I serve as a trustee of the

Grosse Pointe Public School

System Board of Education, [ am

not speaking on behalf of the board.
When it comes to educating our

responsible for absorbing the long-term con-
sequences. At the same time, Gov. Whitmer
made the expansion of free preschool and
free community college a priority, raiding
K-12 funding to support those programs and
tying their passage directly to the K-12 bud-
get.

This year, we are told there is a

children, K-12 education is not one
priority among many; it is the
foundation upon which everything
else is built. It is the one system
that touches every child, in every
community, regardless of back-
ground or circumstance. Almost

“record” investment, including a
proposed $250 per-pupil increase.
That increase does not keep pace
with inflation or the real cost of
educating a child.

In districts like Grosse Pointe,
the numbers make this reality

every student who succeeds in col-
lege, in a skilled trade or in the
workforce begins in a K-12 classroom, and
every future opportunity is shaped by what
happens during those formative years. If that
foundation is weakened, nothing built on top
of it will stand — not higher education, not
workforce development, not economic
growth. We can talk about expanding oppor-
tunity at the preschool level or investing in
postsecondary success, but those efforts
depend entirely on the strength of the system
in between. That is the starting point for any
honest discussion about education policy in
Michigan today and it is the standard against
which every budget decision should be mea-
sured.

And yet, over the past two budget cycles,
what we have seen out of Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer is not a serious commitment to that
foundation. It reflects a pattern of underin-
vestment at the most fundamental level of
our public system.

Last year, Gov. Whitmer advanced a bud-
get without a meaningful increase to the
foundation allowance. Instead of investing
directly into classrooms, the state changed
retirement obligations for school systems and
teachers, effectively creating pathways for
salary increases through underfunding the
retirement system. That approach shifts costs
rather than solves them and it leaves districts

does not hang up the periodic table of ele-
ments for decoration.

As stated above, free speech should be free.
Mr. Pruitt’s lawyers contacted GPPSS in mid-
January, asking the district to voluntarily
rescind the ban against him to avoid legal
action. Its refusal is now costing taxpayers
money that could be better put to use helping
improve student performance.

clear. Since Proposal A in 1994,
the foundation allowance has
grown from $8,285 to roughly $10,700 per
student. At first glance, that looks like prog-
ress. But a dollar today does not buy what it
did in 1994.

A school district is a labor-intensive public
service and most of our budget goes to the
people and services that support students
every day, including teachers, aides, counsel-
ors, transportation, operations, health care
and retirement costs. Because of that, the rel-
evant measure is not the headline increase; it
is purchasing power.

By that measure, the 1994 foundation
allowance would be closer to $19,800 per stu-
dent today. Instead, we are operating at
roughly $10,700. That gap represents a
steady erosion of the system itself and it
forces districts into a cycle of cuts, consolida-
tion and tradeoffs that have nothing to do
with local mismanagement and everything to
do with structural underfunding. Those trad-
eoffs are real and they are visible in every
school district: larger class sizes instead of
the smaller classrooms that drive better out-
comes, fewer counselors and support staff,
reduced course offerings and increasing
pressure on teacher compensation and reten-
tion. Over time, those decisions compound
and the very elements that produce strong
educational outcomes are the ones that are
gradually stripped away.

At the same time, the governor again is pro-
moting new investments in early education
and subsidized postsecondary programs.
Those efforts are laudable and they matter.
But they do not matter more than the founda-
tion sitting directly in front of us. Expanding
programs on either end of the system while
starving the core is a fundamental policy fail-
ure.

See FOUNDATION, page 7A
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LETTERS

The Grosse Pointe News welcomes letters to the editor.
All letters should be typed and signed with the writer’s full
name and local address, as well as a daytime telephone
number for verification or questions. Letters longer than
300 words may be edited for length. All letters may be
edited for content. We reserve the right to refuse any
letter. The deadline for letters is 3 p.m. Monday. Letters
may be submitted via email to editor@grossepointenews.
com or by filling out the letters form on our website,
grossepointenews.com.
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I SAY By Mike Adzima

Detroit Red Wings collapse shows
fundamental issues within organization

he Detroit

Red Wings

are an em-

barrass-

ment. It is

that plain
and simple. Once again,
this team has taken a sea-
son that should have
brought playoff hockey
back to Detroit and is
flushing it down the
drain. What makes it
even worse is it seems
like they do not even
care.

This team has no fight.
Over the last couple of
weeks, the Red Wings
have played in multiple
games that have had
major implications on
their playoff chances and
in those games, they are
letting their opponents
walk all over them. It
seems like all these play-
ers have been thinking
about throughout March

and into April is grabbing
their golf clubs and head-
ing to Florida or wher-
ever to enjoy the
offseason.

That is unacceptable.
The fact this is being
allowed to happen means
everyone in the Red
Wings organization
needs to take a long, hard
look in the mirror and
figure out if turning this
team back into a winning
organization is some-
thing they actually want
to do.

For once, I am not
blaming the head coach.
Todd McLellan’s com-
ments in the media
recently have made it
seem like he is one of the
only people in the locker
room who actually cares
about winning. He is try-
ing to get the best out of
his players in the biggest
games of the year. He
wants to motivate them
to play tough hockey and
win games, but it feels
like nobody is listening.

The blame should fall
on the players. They had
everything in front of
them and let it slip away.
On Feb. 26, the day the

Red Wings resumed play
after the Olympic break,
they were second in the
Atlantic Division with a
seven-point cushion for a
playoff spot. Over the last
month or so, they have
gone from firmly in the
playoffs — and even hav-
ing home ice advantage
in the first round — to
being on the outside
looking in.

If the players do not
want to be here and play
winning hockey, then
they can go somewhere
else, but I doubt any
other team would take
them if that is their atti-
tude. The Red Wings lack
depth. It has been the
biggest issue for the last
few years when this team
has seemed so close to
making the playoffs, but
just could not get over
the hump. There are only
a few players who really
contribute and half the
lineup seems to be guys
who are just filling roster
spots.

When you have a team
full of players who seem-
ingly do not want to play
at a winning level, you
also have to look at who

assembled that team.
Steve Yzerman has been
a failure as the general
manager of the Red
Wings. I was so excited
in 2019, when it was
announced he would be
taking over, but we are
seven years into the so-
called “Yzerplan” and
still do not even have a
playoff appearance to
show for it.

Yzerman has skated by
on his reputation in
Hockeytown and has got-
ten away with being com-
placent and timid when it
comes to assembling a
team. We constantly are
being told to be patient
and that the organization
has great prospects who
are too valuable to be
traded away for players
who might be able to
help the Red Wings actu-
ally win now. Enough is
enough.

It has been 10 years
since we last saw playoff
hockey in Detroit. That’s
a decade without the
playoffs for an Original
Six organization.
Technically, the Red
Wings are not eliminated
yet, but this team does

not inspire hope when it
comes to making a mirac-
ulous run in the final
games of the season. This
is an organization that
should be a cornerstone
of the National Hockey
League, that hockey fans
everywhere want to see
succeed, because hockey
is fun when the Detroit
Red Wings are good.

The standard in

Hockeytown should not
be for fans to beg the
team just to make the
playoffs. Something
clearly is not working. It
has not been working for
years, but the Red Wings
organization keeps tell-
ing itself and its fans to
be patient. That is not
going to work anymore.
We are done being
patient.

About the environment

Grosse Pointe
Sunrise Rotary
President Mark
Heppner welcomed
Yu-Tong Shao to the
club’s March 10
meeting at Ford
House. Shao, a Ph.D.

candidate from the
Massachusetts

PHOTO COURTESY OF BOB GRAMBO

Institute of Technology, Civil & Environmental
Engineering discipline, presented, via Zoom,
“Turning Agricultural Wastes into Climate
Solutions.” The environmental science uses leftover
inedible parts of crops, such as stalks, stems, leaves,
roots and husks, for energy and carbon storage for
greenhouse gas climate mitigation.

Grosse Pointe Sunrise Rotary welcomes residents to
its Tuesday morning breakfast and presentations at
Ford House. Email dennis.rotary1591@gmail.com.

FOUNDATION:

Continued from page 6A

Michigan has never
been at the very top
nationally in educational
outcomes, but it was once
solidly in the top half of
states. Today, we are in
the bottom 10 in many of
the core K-12 outcomes.
That is not an abstract
statistic; it is the direct
result of years of deci-
sions like the ones we are
seeing now. To present
this budget as sufficient,
Or WOrSe, as a Success, is
simply wrong.

At a time when there is
growing national atten-
tion on Gov. Whitmer
and her future ambitions,
including a potential run
for president, it is fair to
ask whether this
approach reflects a focus
on Michigan students or
broader political posi-
tioning. The outcomes
suggest that K-12 educa-
tion is not being treated
as the priority it must be.

I also do not under-
stand why the MEA, NEA
and other groups are not
speaking out more force-
fully. If they are not will-
ing to challenge this level
of underinvestment, it
raises questions about
whether political align-
ment is taking prece-
dence over advocating
for teachers and students.
If they do not find a cham-

pion in this moment, they
are unlikely to find one
elsewhere.

As long as school
financing and wage nego-
tiations are conducted
the way they are today,
we need to invest signifi-
cantly more on a per-
pupil basis. Anything less
will continue to produce
the same results. K-12
funding should also be
voted on as a separate
budget, on its own, with-
out preschool or postsec-
ondary priorities tied to
it.

More broadly, the
financing of public educa-
tion needs to change. [ am
not naive to the widely
held view that we already
spend too much on public
education with results
that are far from ideal.

Based on my study of

the system over the past
three years, the current
structure is not sustain-
able. Starting teacher sal-
aries in many districts are
not competitive for gradu-
ates with bachelor’s
degrees, while compensa-
tion at the top of the scale
often is strong and
includes benefits and pen-
sions that compare favor-
ably to similar professions.
At the same time, there is
a persistent myth of local
control, when in reality
districts operate within a
system that dictates most
of the financial frame-
work. Collective bargain-
ing at the local level is not
producing a fiscally sol-
vent model, particularly
when there is an expecta-
tion that foundation
allowance increases
directly translate into
raises within an already
underfunded system.
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Wages and benefits
should be structured at
the state level, paired with
real accountability in both
academic outcomes and
classroom environments.
Schools must have the
ability to ensure that one
student does not disrupt
the education of others.
When accountability is

* Bounce House

* Face Painting

* Train Ride

* Selfie Station

* Letters to a Hero

e Educational
Booths

part of the system, public
confidence can be
restored for the many
who have turned away
from it and with it a
greater willingness to
invest.

K-12 education is the
foundation of everything.
If we fail here, we fail
everywhere. Right now,

8:00 am

* YMCA Sports
lone

e Toddler Zone

e Caricatfure
Arfists

e Little Carpenters
Workshop

Flag Ceremony
9:00am Yoga
10:30 am Tai Chi

ACTIVITIES STARTING AT NOON:

* Marina Boat

¢ Roll & Stroll Parade

* Food Trucks

* And More...
Live Music 7-10 pm

Laser Light Show after sunset

we are moving in the
wrong direction, com-
pounded by continued
underinvestment in K-12
education by our gover-
nor.

Sean Cotton owns the
Grosse Pointe News and
sits on the Grosse Pointe
Public School System
Board of Education.
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Pointe Players to perform ‘Les Mis’

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

GROSSE POINTE
WOODS — After work-
ing with the current se-
niors the last few years,
Director Dan DeMarco
thought it was time for
the Grosse Pointe South
High School Pointe
Players to take on some-
thing as large-scale as
“Les Misérables.”

“We started talking
about it late last year and
realized we would have a
really good group of
seniors this year,” he
said. “You have to have
numbers to pull this off
and we thought if we
didn’t do it this year, we
might not be able to
again.”

And numbers they
have, with a cast and

crew of around 80 stu-
dents. So large, in fact,
with lots of props, per-
formances will be held at
the Christian A. Fenton
Performing Arts Center
at Grosse Pointe North
High School, 707
Vernier, Grosse Pointe
Woods.

“We had to make sure
first with our technical
directors that we could
pull this off,” DeMarco
said. “Between the props
and the elaborate cos-
tumes, we’ve got a great
group of parent volun-
teers who have been
helping us track every-
thing down.”

Although this will be
the high school version
of the musical, DeMarco
said audiences won’t see
many changes from the
Broadway version.

“We cut a few lines,”
he said, “some out of
appropriateness and
some to get the time
down.”

Rehearsals have been
running about two hours,
20 minutes, but DeMarco
said he’s hoping to get
that down to two hours,
10 minutes, including
intermission, for the per-
formances.

He noted most of the
students in the produc-
tion already were famil-
iar with the overall story.

“They weren’t neces-
sarily sure who all the
characters were,” he
said. “So they’ve been
learning how certain
characters interact with
each other. Besides, the
music is easy to access.”

And there will be a lot
of music.

POLICY:

Continued from page 1A

icy,” he said. “It’s about
how we keep our stu-
dents safe.”

Bishop added the dis-
trict’s legal counsel pro-
vided boilerplate
language for the policy,
which then was adjusted
based on feedback.

Students may use Al
under narrow circum-
stances. It has to be
approved by the assign-
ing teacher. They must
use a district-approved
Al tool. They also must
review Al content for
inaccuracies. They can-
not use it when original
work is required.

Teachers will be able to
use it for lesson plan-
ning, instructional
design, developing prac-

tice materials and acces-
sibility, such as language
translation.

Jackie Shelson and
Taryn Loughlin, co-pres-
idents of the Grosse
Pointe Education
Association, said they
want to work with the
district in refining the
policy.

“The GPEA initially
reached out to the board
after seeing the Al policy
on the agenda,” they said
in a statement.
“Unfortunately, due to an
oversight from the dis-
trict, we did not know
that a committee was
working on the Al policy.
Both the district and the
board expressed that
they are eager to work
with stakeholders as they
fine-tune this policy.
While it was frustrating
to find out the way we did

about the committee
working on this, GPPSS
does need a policy and
the one that was outlined
(at the meeting) is a great
start.”

Bishop said the dis-
trict’s EPLC (Educational
Programs Leadership
Council), which includes
teachers, administrators,
parents and students,
will come up with admin-
istrative guidelines for
the policy.

“That will be a robust
discussion,” he added.
“The first step is figuring
out how to incorporate
this into our schools.”

Bishop also noted the
policy will be reviewed
annually.

“That will be to address
technical developments,
legal updates and ever-
evolving best practices,”
he said.

040926

Reggio Emilia:
Foundations for Long-Term Success

At University Liggett School, our Early Childhood and Kindergarten
programs are inspired by the Reggio Emilia approach — fostering
curiosity, collaboration and teamwork.

With two expert teachers in every classroom, project work engages
students interests, encourages them to ask big questions & investigate
their wonders. Along the way, they develop strong academic foundations,
emotional intelligence, and a true sense of belonging.

Discover the difference.
Join us for an Information Session & Tour on April 17.

University Liggett School

%

v

“This is considered a
sung-through, so there

ing lines,” DeMarco said.

Performances are
scheduled for 7 p.m.
Thursday, Friday and
Saturday, April 23 to 25,
with a 2 p.m. matinee

Tickets are $20 for
general admission and
$15 for seniors and stu-
dents. They can be pur-
chased at gpshs.
seatyourself.biz or at the

are very, very few speak- April 25. door.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF DIANNE ROMANELLI

Double champions

St. Paul Catholic School students are statewide champions in both age groups
of the annual Knights of Columbus Spelling Bee. Eighth grader Elise Tranchida
won the seventh/eighth grade contest and sixth grader Vincent Stanza won the
fourth through sixth grade contest. This is the third year in a row St. Paul
Catholic School students have been the statewide champs. Bee winners Stanza
and Tranchida stand with Knights of Columbus organizers.

The St. Paul Catholic School forensics team won first place in the annual Cindy
Pryor Memorial Forensics League Tournament. St. Paul’s team of 32 students
outperformed teams representing Our Lady Star of the Sea, St. Clare of
Montefalco, St. Joan of Arc, St. Lawrence, St. Paul and St. Thecla Catholic
schools. This is the second consecutive tournament the St. Paul team has won.
Forensics is an extracurricular activity that strengthens public speaking and
communication skills. Students in fifth through eighth grades showcased their
talents in categories such as poetry, prose, storytelling, drama, declamation,
multiple interpretation, duo interpretation and impromptu.

BELDING
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GPPSS special education parents form committee

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

THE GROSSE POINTES
— In an effort to better
serve special needs stu-
dents and their families in
the Grosse Pointe Public
School System, six par-
ents began meeting last
year and now have
formed a parent advisory
committee toward that
end.

“People probably don’t
realize 14 percent of our
students receive some

type of special needs ser-
vice,” said Jill Wurm, the
group’s president. “This
is a way to have a conver-
sation because we need a
bridge between the dis-
trict and our families.”
The group made an ini-
tial presentation to the
GPPSS Board of
Education in late
February, ahead of its
first meeting March 4.
“We had 40 people
RSVP and we ended up
with 65 attendees,” Wurm
said. “It was fantastic.

The takeaway is what a
need there is for this in
our community. We had
people who stayed even
after we wrapped up.
Parents who have been
through this were coach-
ing new parents.”

Wurm said the group
was appreciative that
Deputy Superintendent
Roy Bishop and the stu-
dent services team, led by
Lillie Loder, were at the
meeting to hear con-
cerns.

“There are some things

we need to do better and
we’ve never shied away
from that,” Bishop said.
“Sometimes you have to
hear things that are
uncomfortable, but the
approach they are taking
is one of opportunity.”

Wurm said parents
with special needs stu-
dents can often feel iso-
lated.

“We want to grow a
sense of community the
way there is among par-
ents whose kids play
sports or are in band,”

she said. “Roy has been a
great partner and thisis a
huge step in the right
direction.”

The group meets next
at 6 p.m. Tuesday, April
21, at Barnes Early
Childhood Center, 20090
Morningside, Grosse
Pointe Woods.

“The district is going to
respond to the concerns
we brought up at the first
meeting,” Wurm said.
“It’s a good first step in
developing trust. Things
won’t change overnight,

but we see the possibili-
ties.”

Aside from Wurm, the
committee includes Dima
Hausser, vice president;
Andrea Pietrowsky, com-
munications chair;
Megan Wood, treasurer;
Theresa Ellis, secretary
and Kristin LaBerge,
strategic policy represen-
tative.

The committee can be
reached at grossepointe
pac@gmail.com or face
book.com/grossepointe
pac.

Mobile museum visit

Monteith Elementary School hosted Mobile Ed STEAM Day, an
all-day event March 24, thanks to a grant it received from the
STEAAM Foundation to bring a portable hands-on science museum

to the school.

Each class took a turn in the mobile museum and students were
encouraged to visit all the stations or take their time exploring exhib-
its that appealed to their interests, like 3D printing, an archeological

dig, engineering, art and working with robots.

Chance
Johnson
tried his
hand at the
Robot
Repair
Shop,
where stu-
dents used
amagnetic
wand to re-
trieve a
metal
piece with-
out touch-
ing the
sides.
PHOTO BY

RENEE
LANDUYT

BOE:
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Democrat incumbents
Judith Pritchett and
Tiffany Tilley, whose
terms are up, have
announced plans to seek
their party’s nomination,
along with a third candi-
date.

“I hadn’t considered
running for anything
again,” Collins said. “I
was approached by some
local people and people
at the state level and
gave it some thought. I
want to stay engaged in
what’s happening in
public education.”

He added he does not
plan on running for the
GPPSS board again. He
was unsuccessful in
seeking a seat locally in
2022, then was appointed
by the board in late 2023
to fill an unexpired term
when a vacancy was cre-

ated by David
Brumbaugh’s resigna-
tion due to a job move.
Collins did not retain the
seat in 2024.

“Education is going to
be areal focus in the gov-
ernor’s race, as well it
should be, based on the
state’s performance,” he
noted. “We’re 44th
nationally in reading and
not much better in math.”

Collins referred to
what is known as the
“Mississippi Miracle,”
which brought the state
from 49th nationally in
fourth grade reading in
2013 into the top 10 now
by focusing on intense
teacher training, literacy
coaching and strict pho-
nics-based instruction,
as a way to improve per-
formance.

A 1983 graduate of
Lake Shore High School,
Collins has a business
degree from the
University of Detroit-

Mercy and is a finance
analyst for General
Motors.

“I’'m very data-driven,”
he said. “Everyone wants
to know how their school
is doing compared to
peer districts, but it’s
also important to know
how you’re doing state-
wide and nationally.”

Collins said he’s
already attended a few
events, but thinks cam-
paigning will pick up in
August after each party
determines their respec-
tive gubernatorial candi-
dates in the primary
election.

“It’ll be an interesting
process,” he said.
“Michigan families
deserve a state board of
education grounded in
conservative principles,
with strong academics,
parental rights, local
control, safe schools and
responsible use of every
taxpayer dollar.”

“Edutainer” Zak
Phillips was the
first stop stu-
dents made
when entering
the mobile muse-
um. Phillips ex-
plained the dif-
ferent stations
set up to teach
students about
mathematics,
technology, arts,
virtual reality
and more.

Frankie Weidenbach
checked out Buzz Wire
and kept her hand
steady as she attempted
to pass a loop over a wire
bent with difficult twists
and turns. If the loop
touched the wire, it
beeped and students had
to start over again.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT
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Flyleaf book signing celebrates decade of disco

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

FARMS — Flyleaf on The
Hill will host music jour-
nalist Christian John
Wikane as the eighth stop
on a nationwide promo-
tional tour for “A Night at
the Disco,” 5 to 7 p.m.
Tuesday, April 14.

Co-authored by
Wikane and Alice Harris
— a former music execu-
tive who worked closely
with Donna Summer —
the coffee table-style
book is a celebration of
the disco music and
nightclub scene that took
the stage throughout the
1970s.

Highlighting more than
100 artists of the decade
— think Cher, Boney M.,
Diana Ross, The Spinners
and Detroit star Carolyn
Crawford — the book
features interviews with
the artists and never-
before-published photos,
some from the artists’
personal collections.

“I' hope readers will dis-
cover artists they may
not have been aware of
before or, if they’re a fan
of the group or the artist,
that they’ll learn some-
thing that they didn’t
know,” Wikane said.
“Really, at the heart of it
though, play the music.
Get off your device, get
on the dance floor, even
if the dance floor is your
living room.”

With a 20-year career,
interviews with more
than 600 recording art-
ists and a lifelong passion
for disco music, Wikane
served as researcher and
interviewer, as well as
photo researcher and
photo editor for “A Night
at the Disco.”

“How do I write about
James Brown in 300
words and in a way that
would be of interest to
people since so much has
already been written
about James Brown?” he
said. “It was fun to have
that challenge as a writer.
There’s certain artists
that I've written about for
what feels like my entire
life, but I'm always learn-
ing something new.”

New tidbits he came
across while working on
the book included an
interview with the co-
founder of The Real
Thing, which was based
in Liverpool and became
the first black British
band to have a No. 1 hit
in England; in addition to
the co-founder of
T-Connection, whose
1977 song “Do What You
Wanna Do,” became the
first No. 1 hit on any U.S.
chart for a group from
the Bahamas.

Saturday
May 9, 2026
5:30 pm

171 Lake Shore Road
Grosse Pointe Farms
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Christian John Wikane and Alice Harris, co-authors of “A Night at the Disco.”

Though this isn’t
included in the book, he
also learned Tina Turner,
known as the “Queen of
Rock,” once said her two
favorite disco songs from
that time were “Don’t
Leave Me This Way” by
Thelma Houston and
“Disco Inferno” by The
Trammps.

“She performed those
songs in concert in the
late '70s and I always
wondered why,” Wikane
said. “Now I know it’s
because they were
among her favorites. Just
to hear artists comment
on each other, to me,
that’s fascinating. Just to
know they are paying
attention the way that we
as music fans pay atten-
tion to what artists are
doing.”

The book also became
an opportunity to docu-
ment history that other-
wise may have been lost
to time.

For instance, the first
black club in Midtown
Manhattan was called
Leviticus and opened in
1972 — five years before
Studio 54, which often is
referenced when refer-
ring to nightclub culture
at the time.

Though Studio 54 did
take nightclubs to a dif-
ferent level with its focus
on lighting effects and
design elements, the club
scene prior was about
coming together to expe-
rience the music.

“Thinking about ‘Papa
Was a Rollin’ Stone,’ it’s
one thing to hear that on
the radio,” Wikane said.
“It’s one thing to hear it
on a stereo. But to hear it
in a club, you're standing
in the middle of a dance
floor and all four walls
are just enveloping you
with this sound.

“Imagine people hear-
ing that for the first time
55 years ago. It’s no won-

THE GROSSE POINTE ACADEMY

der people would go out
every night of the week
because you get to hear
this awesome experi-
ence.”

Thoughtfully selecting
photos of the featured
artists, Wikane combed
through photo licensing
agencies, record com-
pany archives, artists’
personal collections and
connected with photog-
raphers active at the
time.

“I emailed this one
photographer who 1
know photographed
Instant Funk and he had
actual slides from a ses-
sion,” he said. “They
were just there in his
basement. And he said,
‘I'd be more than happy
to send them to you.” And
he did.

“We were able to use
one of those photos from
the photographer of
Instant Funk that’s never
been published any-
where, so that was excit-
ing to me.”

It was important to
Wikane that the Detroit
area was included in the
promotional tour for “A
Night at the Disco”
because of the rich his-

tory with Motown
Records and the likes of
Diana Ross and Stevie
Wonder.

“My passion for music
really goes back to hear-
ing ‘Ain’t No Mountain
High Enough’ by Diana
Ross,” he said. “I was 2
years old and I listened to
the 45 single. It’s the
Motown Records logo
with a map of Michigan
and Detroit with a little
star next to it. And watch-
ing that spin around was
just fascinating to me.

“The strings and the
choir and just that whole
message of ain’t no
mountain high enough,
nothing can keep me
from you, even at 2 years
old, I was able to tune
into that in a way that it’s
carried through my
entire life. ... So I'm
really thrilled that Flyleaf
was open to hosting me
because I would feel like
I'm missing out if [ didn’t
get to the Detroit area.”

The free book-signing
event at Flyleaf will fea-
ture cocktail specials, a
bubbles tasting and a
disco-filled soundtrack.

Attendees may RSVP
at flyleafgp.com/events.

COURTESY PHOTO

Co-author Christian John Wikane considers Donna
Summer to be one of his north stars through music.
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RFO Partners

The Riordan and Fisher Family
UBS Financial Services, Inc.
University of Detroit Jesuit High

The Adams Family
The Anderson Family
The Azoury Family
The Barnhill Family
The Berg Family

The Bogard Family
The Bollozos Family
The Brennan Family
The Brock Family
The Buccellato Family
The Buckley Family

The Chastain and Harrison Family
The Connolly-Hernandez Family

The Corbett Family
The Darke Family

The John Decker Family
The Paul Decker Family

The Edwards Family
The Elgin Family
The Elley Family
The Ezop Family
The Fenske Family
The Ford Family
The Fritz Family

The Fruehauf Family

Afterparty

The Johnson Family
The Kaiser Family

The Karadsheh Family
The Kline Family

The Lindow Family
The Lydon Family

The McDermott Family
The Nelson Family
The Panagopoulos Family
The Parke Family

The Posselius Family

The Pozios Family
The Prieur Family

The Rahaim Family

The Reizen Family

The Swanson Family

The Szymanski Family

The Trombley Family

The Wiener Family

The Witherspoon-Bos Family

Event

Emerald City Designs
Visionary Sound Productions

Media

Bronze

Auto Anodics, Inc.

Backer Landscaping

Barron, Rosenberg, Mayoras

& Mayoras PC

School and Academy
Zoyes Creative

Opal
The Abram-Kuplicki Family

The Haas Family
The Harrison Family
The Haubert Family

The Hollerbach Family
The Hutchinson Family

Grosse Pointe Magazine
Grosse Pointe News

Ralffle

Lalonde Jewelers & Gemologists

Tickets
Visit GPA.CBO.IO
Tickets: $250/Person

Attire
Black Tie Invited

Questions
auction@gpacademy.org

Auction Chairs
Vida & Timothy Swanson
Michelle & Max Weiner
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Melissa Singh
melissa@higbiemaxon.com
313-886-3400
313-289-9990

higbiemaxon.com

Integrity. Heritage. Lifestyle.
2025 Top Producer at Higbie Maxon Agney.

CHURCHES

“Rainy Day in Monet’s
Garden” by Paula
Fiebich.

PHOTOS COURTESY
OF JIM KLEIN

GPAA celebrates spring with ‘RENEWAL

Works from 75 artists on display

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Stepping into the
Grosse Pointe Artists
Association gallery on a
chilly April afternoon
warms the heart with the
anticipation of spring.

“RENEWAL: Spring
Forward” is the theme of
the current exhibition,
which is on display
through Friday, May 1.

“It’s a fun show,” GPAA
President Karen Pope
said. “I thought people
would focus on renewal
more, but really, every-
one just hates winter.
They’re relieved that
springtime is coming and
are focused on how
happy they are for spring
to come.”

Many artists submitted
paintings or photographs
of flowers and others
included in their works a
big harbinger of spring:
the hummingbird.

A pair of photogra-
phers shared their idea of
renewal with downtown
streetscapes: one of
Michigan Central Station
and the other of the new
Hudson’s building.

“It’s kind of exciting to
see how they translated
their thoughts about
spring,” Pope said. “I'm
taken with the amount of
emotion that goes into
this.”

For Liliana Gomez
Ogliastri, who earned
honorable mention for
her “Prima-vida,” spring
is “nature putting on its
makeup and adorning
itself again. ... Spring
reminds me to live in the

“Spring Hunt” by John Jeffire.

present, to be protective
of nature and to truly
value this amazing and
beautiful planet we are
part of.”

“She moved from
Colombia to Grosse
Pointe and experienced
her first spring six years
ago,” Pope said. “She’d
never seen spring
before.”

Ogliastri’s piece was
one of several selected
for honors by juror
Stephanie Onwenu, a
landscape architect,
visual artist and educator
based in Detroit.

“I try to get working
professionals (as jurors)
who aren’t particularly
familiar with the artists,”
Pope said. “They’re kind

Above, Michelle Nunley’s piece, “Renewal,” placed
second. Right “Garden of the Mind 2,” by Donna
Zetterlund, received third-place honors.

of outsiders, but they’re
knowledgeable and bring
a new dimension to the
process.

“I chose a landscape
architect because I'm
learning that architects
really have a lot of art
training,” she continued.
“She was very thoughtful
in what she saw.”

“As an artist myself, I
love to create,” Onwenu
said, noting she enjoyed
curation, as well as con-
necting with GPAA art-
ists. “Looking at the
different forms — 2D and
3D — really stood out to
me for this show.”

Onwenu based her
selections on color and
the stories each piece
told.

Her first-place selec-

Juror Stephanie Onwenu stands by some of her work.

Suzanne Allen receives a first-place award for “Cocoon,” from juror Stephanie

Onwenu.

tion was Suzanne Allen’s
“Cocoon,” an acrylic
painting on watercolor
paper mixed with col-
lage.

According to the artist,
“It depicts spring-bloom-
ing plants and butterflies;
but I also renewed this

piece several times. It
started as a painting of
green leaves, but then I
added the more colorful
croton leaves and
decided to break into the
mat. Then I added some
butterflies for movement.
Finally, I added more
butterflies outside on the
surface of the framed
piece, like butterflies
breaking through the
cocoon, another
renewal.”

“I enjoyed the 3D
aspect of it,” Onwenu
said. “Knowing the dif-
ferent plants, this
reminded me of spring
with the green leaves and
more mature ones. And I
love butterflies.”

Michelle Nunley’s
“Renewal” — which com-
bined clay, epoxy resin,
natural stones, shells and
various paints within a
custom carved frame —
earned second place for
triggering a memory in
the juror.

“It reminded me of the
Belle Isle Conservatory
and the koi pond there,”
Onwenu said. “I really
liked the depth of the
piece and the details put
into it.”

Donna Zetterlund
earned third-place recog-
nition for her painting,
“Garden of the Mind 2.”

“This reminded me of
the native plants I use as
a landscape designer to
create outdoor spaces,”
Onwenu said. “I could
smell the wildflowers in
the painting.”

Honorable mentions
also were given to Ellen
Doyle for her painting
“Alpine Irises,” Marcella
A. MacLean for her pho-
tograph “Leaf on My
Windshield,” Brenda
Beene Shackleford for
her mixed media bound
book “Mother Earth
Whispered” and Sara
Wolf for her painting

See SPRING, page 2B

HARTMANN-NIHEM.COM

63 KERCHEVAL AVE = SUITE 200 = GROSSE POINTE FARMS, MI 48236
313.887.0207 PHONE = 833.511.2818 FAX

“If it matters to you,
it matters to us.”

Serving the estate planning and related
needs of individuals, families and business
owners with a focus on Wills, Trusts,
Advanced Planning, Retirement Trusts,
Asset Protection, Charitable Giving,
Long-term Care Planning, Powers of
Attorney, Probate and Trust Administration.
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GPAA lecture examines
DIA's founding partners

USA Today readers have consis-
tently voted the Detroit Institute of Arts
among the top two art museums in the
nation. The editors of the Michelin’s
Green Guide to Detroit agree with
them and give the DIA three stars, its
highest rating.

Who helped the DIA develop its insti-
tutional vision that has guided it
through the years to reach this acclaim?

At 2 p.m. Sunday, April 12, in the
Veterans’ Room of the historic Alger
House on The War Memorial campus,
librarian and researcher Mike Kroll
will talk about the partnership of the
DIA’s first director, Dr. Wilhelm
Valentiner, and Edsel Ford. He credits
the duo with establishing the founda-
tion for the DIA’s current collection of
more than 65,000 works — among the
largest and most comprehensive in the
United States.

It is fitting that the lecture will be
held in Alger House, which was a
branch of the DIA from 1936 to 1948,
and home to Valentiner for some of
that time.

Kroll theorizes the success of the
Valentiner/Ford team is based on the
two very different skill sets they
brought to the table. Valentiner was an
art insider and Ford was noted for
bringing fast, stylish cars to market.

This is the final lecture in a series
organized by the Grosse Pointe Artists
Association. Kroll and The War
Memorial donate their time and ser-
vices, so all funds go directly to cover
the expenses of GPAA’s programming
for high school artists, senior citizens
and veterans.

To register for the lecture, visit
grossepointeartcenter.org/events/
#levent-list

In the “Detroit
Industry Murals” by
Diego Rivera at the
DIA, Edsel Ford,
who funded the
work, and DIA
Director Wilhelm
Valentiner, who
commissioned it, are
shown observing the
industrial scene at
the Ford Rouge
Plant.

PHOTO COURTESY OF
KAREN POPE

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JIM KLEIN

“Female Goose Showing Us Her Eggs” by Jim Klein.

SPRING:

Continued from page 1B

“The Return.”

Onwenu said she enjoyed meeting
the artists during a gallery talk at the
end of March.

“It’s one thing to see the pieces on a
computer screen, but being in person
adds depth and context to each piece,”
she said. “And I got to meet the artists
and hear their stories as well.”

Added Pope, “Our gallery talks are
not just wine and cheese. The juror
talks, then we ask for volunteers to
talk about their work. A lot of times
the artists will say, ‘“This is my group,
these fellow artists.” It gives them a
sense of belonging. The gallery talk
has a way of creating a sense of com-
munity.”

The GPAA gallery is open 9 a.m. to
7 p-m. Monday through Saturday and
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday.

“I hope you like the show,” Pope
said. “It’s really happy and uplifting
with all the bursts of color. It makes
you happy even on a cold day.”

More in store
In its guest gallery, GPAA currently is
hosting the exhibition, “Self

Expressions,” featuring work by mem-

bers of the Lakeside Palette Club,
through May 1.

A gallery talk is scheduled at 7 p.m.
Thursday, April 9. All are invited.

Next up for the GPAA is an exhibition
featuring pieces created by its Promising
Artists program for high school stu-
dents, followed by an exhibition cele-
brating the 250th anniversary of the
United States.

“Cherry Blossoms” by Ellen Melcher
is on display in the Lakeside Palette
Club’s exhibition, “Self Expressions.”

S FPPONSOR I BB Y-

chigan’s Premier
Landscape Company

586-774-0090

www.backerlandscaping.com

WILLOW

Female, 3 years old,
Pit Bull Terrier MiX,
Gray, 40 lbs.

VENUS

Female, 2.5 years old,
Siberian Husky,
Red/white, 55 Ibs.

BLAIR

Female, 3 years old,

HUGO

Male, 1.5 years old,

American Bully, Labrador Retriever/
Brown tricolor, Pit Bull Mix, Black,
47 Ibs. 50 Ibs.

" Wedo Adoptions by appointTnent almost every day

313-884-1551

Call to arrange a Meet and Greet

Open House — April 19th and May 2nd, 2026

040026

20542 Harper, (Lennon & Harper) Harper Woods

AREA ACTIVITIES

Library

The Grosse Pointe
Public Library hosts a
variety of programs. To
register for the following,
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.

Central branch, 10
Kercheval, Grosse
Pointe Farms:

¢ Our Diaries,
Ourselves: Author Talk, 6
to 7 p.m. Thursday, April
9.

# Craft-to-Go, all day
Monday, April 13.

4 D&D Kids Club, 6:30
to 7:30 p.m. Monday,
April 13.

¢ 7th & 8th Grade
Book Group, 7 to 8:15
p-m. Tuesday, April 14.

@ Storytime, 10:30 to
11 a.m. Thursday, April
16.

¢ Marble Run Design,
6 to 7 p.m. Thursday,
April 16.

Ewald branch, 15175
E. Jefferson, Grosse
Pointe Park:

4 Silent Book Club, 7
to 8 p.m. Thursday, April
9.

& Teddy Bear Clinic
with MSU, 10 to 11 a.m.
Friday, April 10.

¢ Library Bigs &
Littles, 10 to 11 a.m.
Saturday, April 11.

& Craft-to-Go, all day
Monday, April 13.

& Storytime Shuffle
with Miss Mo, 9:30 to
10:30 a.m. Tuesday, April
14.

& Storytime Shuffle
with Miss Mo, 11 a.m. to
noon Tuesday, April 14.

# Gettin’ Crafty with
Miss Mo, 4 to 5 p.m.
Wednesday, April 15.

¢ Crafternoons @ the
Library, 1 to 3 p.m.
Thursday, April 16.

® Yoga Storytime, 10
to 10:30 a.m. Saturday,
April 18.

Woods branch, 20680
Mack, Grosse Pointe
Woods:

4 Reader Dog, 11:15
a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Saturday, April 11.

# Craft-to-Go, all day
Monday, April 13.

# Botanical Bookmark
Linocut Workshop, 6 to
7:30 p.m. Monday, April
13.

# The Laughing Stacks
Book Club, 7 to 8 p.m.
Monday, April 13.

4 Financial Literacy
Month Storytime, 10:30
to 11 a.m. Wednesday,
April 15.

4 Colonialist Richard
Cranch, 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday, April 15.

¢ Playtime Pop-Ins, 10
a.m. to noon Thursday,
April 16.

& Poetry Workshop
with M.L. Liebler, 6:30 to
8 p.m. Thursday, April
16.

¢ Non-Fiction Book

Club, 7 to 8 p.m.
Thursday, April 16.

# Teen Tabletop Game
Club, 1 to 4 p.m.
Saturday, April 18.

Jardinieres

La Societe des

Jardinieres hosts its wel-
come back spring meet-
ing at noon Thursday,
April 9, at Viviano’s on
Harper in St. Clair
Shores. The gathering
will feature a floral dem-
onstration and is fol-
lowed by lunch at Waves.
Sharon Lutz is the event
hostess.

The Helm

The Helm at the Boll
Life Center, 158 Ridge,
Grosse Pointe Farms,
offers a variety of classes
and programs. For more
information, call (313)
882-9600.

4 The movie “Soul on
Fire,” is shown at noon
Friday, April 10. Cost is
$4 and includes snacks.

4 Out to Lunch Bunch,
noon to 2:30 p.m.
Tuesday, April 14. The
gang is going to Waves in
St. Clair Shores.

¢ Spanish for
Beginners, 4 to 5:30 p.m.
Tuesdays, April 14 to
June 2. Cost is $40 for the
series.

4 Continuing Spanish,
6 to 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays,
April 14 to June 2. Cost is
$40 for the series.

# Lunch & Learn: Live
Well with Dr. Gupta,
noon to 1 p.m.
Wednesday, April 15.
Cost is $10.

& Spring Serenade,
with the Detroit Opera, 1
to 2 p.m. Wednesday,
April 22. Cost is $20.

¢ Canasta, noon to 4
p-m. Mondays.

L 4 Wise Guys
Conversation Group, 9 to
10 a.m. Mondays.

¢ Texas Hold ’em
Poker, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Tuesday.

# Knitting for Charity,
1 to 3 p.m. Tuesdays.

@ Pinochle Club, 1:30
to 3:30 p.m. Tuesdays.

# Crafting for Charity,
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.
Wednesdays.

€ Mahjong Club, 1 to 4
p-m. Wednesdays.

# Bingo and Treats, 10
to 11 a.m. Thursdays.

¢ Ping-Pong Group, 3
to 5 p.m. Fridays.

& New Games at The
Helm, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays; and 10 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays.

Questers

The Pear Tree Questers
meets at 1 p.m. Friday,

April 10, at the home of
member Jenny McAtee.
The program entails the
history of charm brace-
lets. Members are
encouraged to bring their
own charm bracelets.

POST Detroit

POST Detroit, 14500
Kercheval, Detroit, hosts
several workshops dur-
ing April. To sign up for
the following, visit mutu-
aladoration.com:

4 Ceramics Workshop:
Bud Vases with Rachel
Gervais, 5 to 8 p.m.
Friday, April 10. Cost is
$65.

# Ceramics Workshop:
Garden Bird Bath, 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday,
April 11. Cost is $100.

¢ Knitting Workshop:
Beginner Level, 10:30

a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 11. Cost
is $70.

¢ Screen Print
Workshop: Tea Towels
with Scarlet Crane, 2 to 5
p-m. Saturday, April 11.
Cost is $75.

& Art as Talisman
Workshop: Intention
Painting with Shug, 3 to
6 p.m. Saturday, April 11.
Cost is $75.

& Weaving Workshop:
Framed Tapestries, 10:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Sunday,
April 12. Cost is $85.

4 Ceramics Workshop:
Create Your own Goo
with Melissa Dettloff, 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. Sundays,
April 11 and 19. Cost is
$100.

4 Drop-In Workshop:
Resin Jewelry with Trice
Clark, noon to 2 p.m.
Sunday, April 12. Cost is
$45.

@ Drop-In Workshop:
Bead Bar Necklaces, 3 to
6 p.m. Sunday, April 12.
Cost is $95.

& Visible Mending
Workshop with Matthew
Addonizio of Approved
Textiles, 4 to 6 p.m.
Sunday, April 12. Cost is
$70.

& Beginner Sewing
Workshop: Linen Throw
Pillows, 10:30 a.m. to 2
p-m. Saturday, April 18.
Cost is $75.

& Basket Weaving
Workshop: Tote Baskets,
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 18. Cost
is $125.

4 Enamel Workshop:
Colorful Wall Hanging
Pendants, 3 to 6 p.m.
Saturday, April 18. Cost
is $100.

@ Ceramics Workshop:
Critter Dish Trinket
Trays, 3 to 6 p.m.
Saturday, April 18. Cost
is $60.

4 Mending Workshop:
Loom Darning, 10:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Sunday,
April 19. Cost is $75.

& Ceramics Workshop:
Botanical Imprint

See EVENTS, page 6B



GROSSE POINTE NEWS, APRIL 9, 2026

FEATURES |

Fontbonne fashion show
raises funds for cancer treatment

By Jody McVeigh
Editor
The Fontbonne

Auxiliary presents its
Fashion for Hope fash-
ion show fundraiser at 5
p-m. Thursday, April 23,
at the Grosse Pointe
Yacht Club, 788
Lakeshore, Grosse
Pointe Farms.

“I am humbled and
honored to chair the
fashion show once
again,” said Stephanie
Berri, who promises an
exciting evening full of
high fashion and fabu-
lous raffle prizes.

New this year, Berri
will host a VIP preview
party at 6 p.m. Tuesday,
April 21, at her Grosse
Pointe Farms home, fea-
turing designer Ximena
Kavalekas.

“I wanted to do a little
something different,”
Berri said. “My friend
Ximena agreed to come
to my house and do all
this. She is a well-
known designer in
Miami. Her handbags
are carried by Sarah
Jessica Parker and
Sophia Vergara.”

Kavalekas will bring
handbags and clothing
to the preview party,
offering VIP guests a
chance to snatch them
up before they hit the
runway, Berri said.

“And 10 percent of
any purchase will be
donated to Fontbonne,”
she added.

Those interested in
the preview party —
which does not require
the purchase of a ticket
— should RSVP to (313)
618-8636.

Kavalekas also will
share her designs dur-
ing the April 23 fashion
show, joining the styl-

PHOTOS COURTESY OF JASON LOUDERMILK PHOTOGRAPHY & PRODUCTIONS

A model struts along the runway during last year’s show.

ings of Saks Fifth
Avenue, Just Girls, Lilly
Pulitzer, The Village
Boutique, Pearl and The
Village Palm.

Tickets to the fashion
show are $125 each.
Proceeds will support a
new treatment option
for cancer patients at
Henry Ford St. John
Hospital.

“We’re trying to raise
money for Pressurized
Intra-peritoneal
Aerosolized
Chemotherapy, which is
a cutting-edge, mini-
mally invasive treat-
ment for late-stage
abdominal cancer that
uses a lower dose of
chemotherapy, reduc-
ing side effects and hos-
pital stays while
minimizing exposure to
the rest of the body,”
said Lorna Zalenski,
Fontbonne president.
“Henry Ford St. John
Hospital is the only hos-
pital in Michigan offer-
ing this therapy.

Patients travel locally,
nationally and interna-
tionally to receive this
therapy.

“When I started in
nursing, oncology was
my first love,” she
added, “so I'm thrilled
about this.”

“The surgeries are
performed by my hus-
band (Richard Berri,
M.D.) and the great
team they have at Henry
Ford St. John Hospital,”
Berri added.

Fontbonne has a fun-
draising goal of $35,000
or more. In addition to
ticket sales, sponsor-
ships and other oppor-
tunities to support
Fontbonne are avail-
able.

“We’re still looking
for underwriters for our
printing costs, center-
pieces, favors, valet
parking,” Zalenski said.
“We also welcome
advertising in our pro-
gram book. You can
also become a patron of

the event.

“If someone wants to
be a sponsor or under-
writer or patron or
advertiser, they can do
it in memory or on
honor of someone,” she
added.

All levels of support
are tax-deductible and
should be reserved by
Monday, April 13, for
inclusion in the fashion
show program book.

For more details, call
Zalenski at (313) 590-
5607 or email 11z523@
aol.com.

Though she’s previ-
ously co-chaired the
event, this is Berri’s first
year helming the fash-
ion show herself. She
credited Zalenski and
everyone at Fontbonne
for their support.

“I’ve made great
friends and I hope to see
lots of new friends at
the fashion show to sup-
port this amazing
event,” she said. “This is
a great community that

Guests at last year’s event await the fashion show.

Fastside Republican
Club to host candidates
In critical 2026 races

The Eastside
Republican Club will
host Michigan guberna-
torial candidate Tom
Leonard and Michigan
Senate District 12 candi-
date Eileen Tesch at its
next forum Tuesday,
April 21, at The War
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore,
Grosse Pointe Farms.

Leonard was nomi-
nated as state represen-
tative in 2012, and served
as Speaker of the House
in his third and last term.

His major legislative
achievements include
mental health and
teacher pension reforms,
as well as tax relief. He
also helped pass Freedom
of Information Act
expansion and Michigan
constitutional carry. He
has been a partner and
shareholder at Plunkett
Clooney law firm since
2020. Leonard’s
Republican primary com-

See RACES, page 5B

040026

From left, Fontbonne Auxiliary President Lorna
Zalenski, 2025 fashion show co-chairs Stephanie
Berri and Camille Cracchiolo at last year’s event.

is very generous. ... And
Lorna is an amazing
woman with an amazing
heart.”

“The feeling is
mutual,” Zalenski
added. “Stephanie steps
right up and goes above
and beyond. We’ve
become good friends.
And a shout out to

Camille (Cracchiolo),
who has done a lot of
good leg work for us.”
Berri’s former event
co-chair, Cracchiolo
served on this year’s
Fashion Show
Committee, along with
Jordyn Cytacki, Kathy
McDonald, Madeleine
Phillips and ZalenskKi.

Mary Lamparter carefully reviews fishbowl raffle

prizes.

Madeleine Phillips, Fontbonne corresponding sec-
retary, browses last year’s crop of raffle prizes.

040926
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Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for

accuracy, style and length.

Nancy Jo Swartz

Nancy Jo Swartz, 75,
passed away Sunday,
Oct. 5, 2025, after a long
and courageous battle
with cancer.

Nancy was born Feb.
15, 1950, to Helen and
Gordon Owens, both now
deceased. She also was
predeceased by her hus-
band, William Swartz;
and sister, Cheri Darling.
She is survived by her
son, Jonathon Morgan
(Carla); grandchildren,
Emma and Sam; neph-
ews, Mike Darling and
Todd Darling (Min); and
two grand-nephews.

Nancy, well-loved by
parents, colleagues and
students, often was lik-
ened to “The Frizz” from
“The Magic School Bus.”
She had the heart of a
teacher and inspired
youth for three decades
at Richard Elementary
School in Grosse Pointe
Farms.

Her appetite for educa-
tion transcended the
classroom to neighbors,
friends and even Mad
Hatter-themed tea par-
ties. There was no bound
to her ingenuity, hobbies
or interests, including
cooking, gardening and
ushering at Detroit’s
Fisher Theatre.

An avid learner, there
was a contagious thrill
whenever she shared a
new discovery. As a mem-
ber of the Daughters of
the American Revolution,
Nancy gave witness to a
heart of service and love
for her country. A cher-
ished neighbor, she was
known for adoring her lit-
tle dogs, especially her
many pugs. Her passion
for quilting was evidence
of her creative talent and
left people inspired by
each quilt’s intricate
designs. She loved Jesus
and worshipped weekly,
in addition to supporting
Christian charities world-
wide.

A celebration of life will
be held at 10 a.m.
Saturday, April 19, at St.
James Lutheran Church,
170 McMillan, Grosse
Pointe Farms. A lun-
cheon will immediately
follow at The War
Memorial, 32 Lakeshore,
Grosse Pointe Farms.
Her family and friends
will miss their beloved
Nancy.

Memorial donations
may be made to the
American Cancer
Society, bit.ly/41BVECe;
or the Grosse Pointe
Animal Adoption Society,
20542 Harper, Harper
Woods, MI 48225, gpaas.
org/donate.

George ‘Jerry”
Jaglowicz

George “Jerry”
Jaglowicz, 91, passed
away peacefully
Thursday, March 26,
2026, at home in
Schaumburg, Ill.

Jerry was born July 27,
1934, in Detroit, to
George Jaglowicz and
Marion Stocker
Jaglowicz. He grew up
on the northeast side of
Detroit and attended
Detroit University High
School (now University
Liggett School) in Grosse
Pointe Woods. After high
school, he graduated
from the University of
Michigan-Ann Arbor in
1958. He played on the
football team during his
freshman year.

In 1959, he married the
love of his life, Gretchen
Slenger, in Ann Arbor.
They enjoyed 48 wonder-
ful years together before
her passing in 2007.

After college, Jerry
worked for the family
business, Jaglowicz
Shoes, before joining
General Foods (now
Kraft Heinz). He retired
after 32 years in various
sales management roles.

Jerry was a true sales
professional who thor-
oughly enjoyed his cus-
tomers and colleagues,
many of whom became
his lifelong friends.

Jerry was an avid U of
M football supporter and
active Alumni Club mem-
ber, which led to him
attending many games in
Ann Arbor and dozens of
away games, including in
Hawaii, and a Rose Bowl
win in Pasadena in 1989.

In retirement, Jerry
and Gretchen spent their
winters in Naples, Fla.,
and made many new
friends along the way.
Annual summer trips to
Saugatuck with their
Michigan friends were a
special event.

Jerry enjoyed fishing
on Lake St. Clair with his
father and children, as
well as boating on
Geneva Lake in
Wisconsin, golfing in
Florida and his weekly
tee time with his friends
from Elk Grove at Fox
Run Golf Links in Illinois.

Jerry is survived by his
two children, Laurie
Wenzel and John
Jaglowicz; son-in-law,
Michael Wenzel; daugh-
ter-in-law, Tina Altobello
Jaglowicz; four grand-
children, Bradley Wenzel
(Aubrey), Nathan
Wenzel (Lisa), Danielle
Jaglowicz and Alyssa
Conlon (Aidan); and two
great-grandchildren,

Landon and Mason
Wenzel.

A private service will
be held in Ann Arbor at a
later date.

Francine Kramer-
Quasarano

Francine Kramer-
Quasarano, 72, of
Harrison Township,
passed away Thursday,
Feb. 19, 2026.

Francine was born
Dec. 28, 1953, in Grosse
Pointe Farms, to
Bernadine and Joseph
Kramer. She was a 1968
graduate of St. Clare of
Montefalco Catholic
School and a 1972 gradu-
ate of Dominican High
School. She married
Vincent Quasarano in
1989; they enjoyed a fun
and loving relationship
for 36 years. She built a
career as a hairstylist at
Edward Nepi Salon and
Salon Besa, where she
thrived doing what she
did best: connecting with
people and making them
feel beautiful inside and
out. Her vibrant, outgo-
ing and caring personal-
ity fostered lifelong
friendships with her fel-
low stylists and clients.

Francine loved dogs,
especially her beloved
boxer, Cooper. Dogs
loved her back, most of
all for her kind spirit, but
also because she always
had a treat in her pocket
or car. She was always
moving and loved to
travel with Vince, her
family and friends to new
places like the Grand
Canyon, Hocking Hills,
the Dominican Republic,
Guatemala, Zion
National Park, Paris and
familiar favorites like
Lexington and Hubbard
Lake. But she was most
at home wherever she
was surrounded by the
ones she loved. Francine
loved any reason to cele-
brate; Halloween was her
favorite holiday and she
was known to go all-out
with decorations both
fun and frightening.

Above all else, she
adored her family. She
was a devoted and loving
wife, sister, stepmother,
step-grandmother,
daughter and aunt. She
had a special gift for
making time together
fun, often bringing
games, crafts or some
small surprise that turned
ordinary moments into
lasting memories.
Francine will be remem-
bered by all who knew
her for her generosity,
joy, boundless love, kind-
ness, perseverance, gen-

‘Eliminating the Electoral
College’ hosted by LWVGP

The League of Women Voters of

Grosse Pointe will host

examining the role and future of the

Electoral College at

Wednesday, April 22, at the Grosse
Pointe Public Library Central Branch,
10 Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Farms.
Throughout American history, five
presidential elections have resulted in
a candidate winning the presidency
without securing the most votes nation-
wide — raising concerns about whether
the system fully reflects the will of the

people.

The Electoral College determines the
outcome of presidential elections
based on state-by-state results rather
than the national popular vote. Critics
contend this structure can distort rep-

a program

7:30 p.m.

vote.

resentation and shift decisive influence
away from the broader electorate.
The featured speaker is Maria
Woloson, president of the League of
Women Voters Oakland Area and an
attorney with more than 30 years of
experience.
engaged in this issue following the
2000 and 2016 presidential elections,
both of which resulted in presidents
who did not win the national popular

She has been actively

In 2022, the League of Women Voters

of the United States identified eliminat-

ing the Electoral College as a top prior-
ity and launched a multi-year initiative
to advance the effort.

The public is invited to attend.
Registration is not required.

Nancy Jo Swartz

tle demeanor and the
way she made people feel
loved, cherished and
cared for.

Francine is survived by
her husband of 36 years,
Vincent Quasarano; step-
daughter, Kimberly Starr
(John); brothers, Joseph
Kramer (Gerry), Michael
Kramer (Ellen) and
Timothy Kramer
(Colleen); sister, Nadine
Unkovich (John); as well
as her step-grandsons
and many beloved nieces,
nephews, grand-nieces
and grand-nephews.

The following founda-
tions had a special mean-
ing to Francine: St. Jude’s
Children’s Research
Hospital, the Myasthenia
Gravis Foundation of
America, the Macular
Society, the Michigan
Animal Rescue League
and Grosse Pointe
Animal Adoption Society.

A funeral Mass and cel-
ebration of life was held
at St. Clare of Montefalco
Parish in Grosse Pointe
Park.

Catherine Danz
Kaiser

Catherine Danz “Catie”
Kaiser, 47, of North
Charleston, S.C., passed
away at home Friday,
March 13, 2026, after a
tenacious and coura-
geous five-year battle
with cancer.

Catie was born in
Grosse Pointe to Jay and
Christine (nee
Sholander) Kaiser. She
grew up in Grosse Pointe
and graduated from
Grosse Pointe South
High School in 1996,
before graduating from
Beloit College.

Catie made her home
in Charleston, S.C., and
worked as a waitress and
bartender to fund her
start in nursing. She was
a registered nurse with a
Bachelor of Science in
Nursing degree and was
a certified Sexual Assault
Nurse Examiner for
Adults/Adolescents. She
also earned a Master of
Science in Nursing
degree.

She worked at the
Medical University of
South Carolina her entire
career. Her work resulted
in a number of unit-
based committee chair-
manships, as well as
membership on the
board of the Charleston
County School District
Health and Wellness
Advisory Committee and
the Medical University of
South Carolina Health
and Wellness Committee.

Catie was heroic as a
nurse and committed to
her work. She was tire-
less, self-sacrificing and
recognized by her peers
with a number of com-
mendations and awards,
including Unit Nurse of
the Year and Service
Line Nurse of the Year.
She also was a Palmetto
Gold Award Finalist and
MUSC Health Safety
Coach of the Year.

Catie enjoyed travel
and had many opportu-
nities during her youth
and later, with her hus-
band and son, to visit
Scandinavia, Europe,
Africa and much of the
U.S. She had an
unmatched dry humor
and the remarkable abil-

George Jaglowicz

F. Kramer-Quasarano

Catherine Danz Kaiser

ity to induce people to
smile when she entered a
room. Her Kkindness,
thoughtfulness and gen-
erosity touched the lives
of all who met her.

She will be greatly
missed by her loving
husband, Stuart K.
Cribb; and her son,
Brode. Catie also is sur-
vived by her parents; sis-
ters, MaryBeth Coffey
(Ryan) and Bridget
Stallkamp (Timothy); as
well as her nieces,
nephew and a host of
uncles, aunts and cous-
ins.

A celebration of life
will be held from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Saturday, May
23, at The War Memorial,
32 Lakeshore, Grosse
Pointe Farms.

In lieu of flowers,
memorial donations may
be made to the Liberty
Hill Afterschool
Enrichment Program,
4790 Hassell North,
North Charleston, S.C.
29405, Ihenrichment.org/
donate.

Mary Matta

Mary (nee Aboud)
Matta, 93, passed away
peacefully Monday,
March 30, 2026.

Mary was born in 1932,
in Shawinigan Falls,
Quebec, Canada, along-
side her identical twin
sister, Jane. Mary and
Jane were the youngest
of eight children born to
Rose and Najib Aboud.
As a child, Mary moved
with her family to the
Toronto area, where she
was raised and educated.
She later worked as a

legal assistant in
Toronto, a role she
greatly enjoyed.

In 1960, Mary married
her beloved husband,
Virgil. From then on,
they were known as “The
Virg 'n’ Mary.” They
moved to Detroit, where
they raised their four
children and became
active members of St.
Matthew Church and the
school community. In
1974, Mary encouraged
her family to relocate to
Grosse Pointe Park,
where they became
devoted members of St.
Clare of Montefalco
Parish and its Catholic
school.

Mary was deeply con-
nected to her Lebanese
heritage and community.
She was involved in
organizations such as
the North Lebanon
Society and Fontbonne
Auxiliary. She was a vol-
unteer at Henry Ford
Medical Center—Grosse
Pointe Cottage Hospital.

She also worked with the
Detroit Convention
Bureau.

Mary had a vibrant
social life and loved play-
ing cards well into her
93rd year, as well as

Mary Matta

entertaining guests and
spending time with
friends and family.
Mary’s knack for cook-
ing was legendary and
she prided herself on
creating some of the best
versions of classic
Lebanese dishes. She
enjoyed reading and
word puzzles until her
final days. She especially
cherished meaningful
conversations and lively
discussions, including
her passion for politics.

Above all, Mary’s life
centered on her family.
She was endlessly
devoted and gave her
love, time and energy to
them without hesitation.

Mary was predeceased
by her husband, Virgil;
as well as her parents, all
her siblings and their
spouses.

She is survived by her
loving children, Barbara
Tolbert (John), Robert
(Rima), Paul and Victoria
Matta-Zonni (Joe); cher-
ished grandchildren,
Jack (Angela), Kyle,
Courtney, Sophia,
Juliana, Jonathan and
Andrew; and many
nieces and nephews that
kept in close contact with
her over the years, espe-
cially Katheryn, Kiera
and David Frame,
Alexandra and Nabil
Khoury, Dr. Amine and
Karin Amine, Marilyn,
Jay, Michael, Cheryl,
Mary (Haddad), Tina,
Corinne, Carla, Cassie,
Christopher (Fahad),
Carolyn, Diane, Connie
(Haddad), Paul, Pam,
Janice, Michael, Diane
and Sandra (Zed) and
Caroline and Paula
(Habib).

Mary’s last few years
were deeply enriched by
her wonderful caregiv-
ers, Mary, Joann,
Theresa, Beth and Diane.
Her family is apprecia-
tive of the love and care
they provided.

Visitation will be held
from 4 to 8 p.m. Friday,
April 10, with a scripture
service at 6:30 p.m. at
Chas. Verheyden Inc.,
16300 Mack, Grosse
Pointe Park.

Mary will lie in state at
9 a.m. Saturday, April 11,
until a 9:30 a.m. funeral
Mass at St. Clare of
Montefalco Parish, 1401
Whittier, Grosse Pointe
Park. Burial will be held
in Windsor, Ontario.

In lieu of flowers,
memorial donations may
be made to St. Jude’s
Children Research
Hospital, 2000 Town
Center, Ste. 1730,
Southfield, MI 48075, bit.
ly/3XuSSi0; or Kiera’s
Hope Project, P.O. Box
26, Dexter, MI 48130,
cdklbresearch.org/
kiera-s-hope-project, in
honor of Mary’s niece,
Kiera Frame.

Arrangements
entrusted to Chas.
Verheyden Inc.
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DAR announces contest winners

Zachary
Morgan, left,
and Elliott
Hemler were
honored by
DAR for their
video.

COURTESY
PHOTOS

American History Video Contest

America celebrates its 250th birthday
July 4, 2026. For the DAR American
History Video Contest, the organization
asked students in grades five through
eight to craft a video titled, “Lunch with
a Signer.”

Students responded to the questions,
“If you could go back in time and meet
one of the signers of the Declaration of
Independence for lunch, who would you
choose? How did their actions and ser-
vice contribute to our country becoming
independent?”

The Louisa St. Clair Chapter National
Society Daughters of the American

Revolution selected the chapter-level
winning team of Elliott Hemler and
Zachary Morgan, sixth graders at
University Liggett School. Both students
have a passion for history and demon-
strated a knack for bringing history to
life with their winning video. The stu-
dents elected to have lunch with Phillip
Livingston. A founding father, merchant
and politician, Livingston represented
New York in the First Continental
Congress in 1774, the Second
Continental Congress from 1775-78, and
then signed the Declaration of
Independence.

From left,
Amelia
Unkel,
Sonya
Jayakar and
Amelie
Duhaime
earned
third, first
and second
places, re-
spectively,
inthe DAR
American
Revolution
Essay
Contest.

Patriots of the American Revolution Essay Contest

The Louisa St. Clair Chapter
National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution recently
announced the winners of the Patriots
of the American Revolution essay con-
test, which targets 10th grade stu-
dents. All of this year’s winners at the
chapter level are from University
Liggett School.

The contest asks students to select a
figure from the era of the American
Revolution, 1773-83. In the essay, stu-
dents must discuss how their chosen
figure influenced the course of the

American Revolution, who he or she
was and his/her contribution to the
founding of a new nation. The essay
parameters challenge a student’s
knowledge of the Revolutionary War
era, as well as the people whose roles
shaped history.

The chapter’s first-place winner is
Sonya Jayakar, whose essay is titled,
“The Heroic story of Polly Cooper: A
woman who pronouncedly influenced
the founding of a new nation.” Cooper,

See PATRIOTS, page 6B

From left,
Mary Shanle,
Violet
Marchesseau
and Quentin
Zhou earned
third place,
second place
and first
place, respec-
tively, in
DAR’s
American
History Essay
Contest.

American History Essay Contest

The Louisa St. Clair Chapter National
Society Daughters of the American
Revolution recently announced this
year’s American History essay contest
winners. Each year eighth-grade stu-
dents across the country are asked to
write an essay about a prescribed topic,
which then is submitted to a panel of
judges to select winners. With the

250th anniversary of the signing of the
Declaration of Independence this year,
students were asked to respond to the
following questions in their essay: “If
you could go back in time and meet
one of the signers of the Declaration of
Independence for lunch, who would

See HISTORY, page 6B

RACES:

Continued from page 3B

petitors include Mike
Cox, John James, Perry
Johnson, Aric Nesbitt
and Ralph Rebandt.
Tesch was mayor of
Algonacin 2016, and cur-
rently is a podcaster and
investigative journalist.
Her political activism
includes exposing waste,
fraud and abuse, as well
as advocating for election

integrity, government
overreach, right to life
and parental rights.

Tesch’s Republican
primary competitor is
Shelley Wright. The win-
ner will run against Kevin
Hertel in the November
general election.

“We look forward to
hearing these candidates
explain their platforms
on how to get Michigan
back on track,” said
Renee Strobl, Eastside
Republican Club chair.

“Michigan is tired of the
Democratic radical
agenda that has disas-
trous repercussions, not
the least of which
includes insecure elec-
tions and sexually transi-
tioning our youth.”

Doors to the forum
open at 7 p.m. All are
welcome. A $5 donation
is suggested for non-
members.

Visit eastsiderepubli
can.club or find the club
on Facebook or X.

Staff of The
Helm pose
outside
Lola’s Taco
Baron
Mack in
Grosse
Pointe
Woods.

PHOTOS
COURTESY OF

THE HELM

Helping The Helm

The Helm is the partner organization for Lola’s Taco Bar Good Taco program
in April. The Helm will receive $1 for every Spicy Jerk Chicken taco Lola’s sells
in April. A few members of The Helm staff took a lunch field trip to Lola’s to try

out the tasty treat.

Staff of The Helm try the Spicy Jerk Chicken taco. Their verdict: It’s delicious

and perfectly spiced.

Wel Yu, Keun-A Lee
in concert April 12

Wei Yu,
principal cel-
list of the
Detroit
Symphony
Orchestra,
and Keun-A
Lee, key-
boardist for
the DSO, will

be featured
in concert at

3 p-m.
Sunday,
April 12.

Wei Yu, left, and Keun-A Lee will perform at
Memorial Church April 12.

humor to their
joint perfor-
mances. They
will provide a
program fea-
turing works
by Schubert,
Haydn and
Dvorak.
Memorial
Church is
located at 16
Lakeshore,
Grosse Pointe

Memorial Church, bring- Farms. Admission is free,

Yuand Lee are resident ing extraordinary musi- but donations are appre-

favorites at Grosse Pointe cianship and a sense of ciated.

CGHURCH EVENT

St. Michael’s

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, 20475 Sunningdale Park, Grosse Pointe
Woods, offers its Lunch, Laugh and Learn program Thursday, April 16. Rosann
Kovalcik, owner of Wild Birds Unlimited, will speak about the care and feeding
of ruby-throated hummingbirds, Michigan’s only hummingbird species. Lunch
is at noon, followed by the program at 12:45 p.m. Free-will donations are col-
lected at the door. Reservations are required. Call (313) 884-4820 to secure a

seat.

Christ the King
Lutheran Church
and Preschool

Mack at Lochmoor ¢ 884-5090
www.christthekinggp.org

SUNDAY
8:30 a.m. - Bible Study
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service

WEDNESDAY
10 a.m. - Bible Study
6:30 p.m. - Worship Service

Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

( Sewice

Sunday School - During Service

Solomon Spangler, Pastor

Grosse Pointe
Congregational
Church
(United Church of Christ)
Worship Sunday

= at 10:00 am
Rev. Richard Yeager-Stiver
An Open & Affirming Church

240 Chalfonte G.P. Farms
313-884-3075 * www.gpcong.org
WE HAVE AN ARTS MINISTRY

JS

w
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PATRIOTS:

Continued from page 5B

a woman from the Oneida Indian
Nation, helped save Continental sol-
diers’ lives during the harsh winter of
1777-78, at Valley Forge. Jayakar’s
essay brings to life the support of the
American Indian people, an oft-over-
looked piece of Revolutionary War his-
tory.

Amelie Duhaime placed second in
this category with her essay, “Agent
355: A Heroine Still Unknown.” Agent
355 is said to have been a spy who
assisted George Washington in win-

ning the Revolutionary War. The back-
ground details surrounding Agent 355
tell a captivating story of intrigue.
Duhaime captures the essence of the
story effectively in her well-written
essay.

The chapter’s third-place essay win-
ner is Amelia Unkel, whose essay is
titled, “Courage has no gender:
Margaret Corbin’s struggle for
Independence and Equality.” Corbin
was a tenacious Pennsylvania woman
who followed her husband into service
and literally dressed as a man to join
him in battle at Fort Washington on
Manhattan Island. She was the first
woman to receive a military pension.

HISTORY:

Continued from page 5B

you choose? How did their actions and
service contribute to our country
becoming independent?”

University Liggett School eighth
graders responded with essays demon-
strating their knowledge of American
History. The chapter’s selection for
first place is an essay written by
Quentin Zhou, whose essay discusses
his selection of John Adams as his
lunch companion.

Violet Marchesseau was awarded
second place as she selected a signer

of the Declaration of Independence
many also might have selected due to
his colorful, dynamic reputation. Her
choice was to have lunch with Benjamin
Franklin, or Grandpa Benjamin, as she
refers to him in her essay, “How my
grandpa changed the world.”

The chapter’s third-place winner in
the eighth-grade essay contest is Mary
Shanle, who selected another popular
patriot for her lunch companion,
Thomas Jefferson — Architect of
America.

This year’s contest judges found it
challenging to select the winners from
among many talented, creative stu-
dents.

EVENTS:

Continued from page 2B

Nesting Plates, 10:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Sundays, April 19 and 26.
Cost is $125.

& Custom Paw Print
Tiles, sessions offered 2
to 6 p.m. Sunday, April
19. Cost is $65.

@ Ceramics Workshop:
4/20 Puff Pipes, 5:30 to 8
p-m. Monday, April 20.
Cost is $75.

# Intro to Zine Making
Workshop with Melissa
Dettloff, 5 to 8 p.m.
Wednesday, April 22.
Cost is $75.

@ Painting Workshop:
Making Natural Ink with
Foraged Plants, 5:30 to
7:30 p.m. Wednesday,
April 22. Cost is $60.

Ford House

The Edsel & Eleanor
Ford House, 1100
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:

* Community
Appreciation Day, 8 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Saturday, April
11.

¢ Ford House After
Dark, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 16.
Admission is $25 for
Friends, $35 for the pub-

lic.

@ Lecture: Know Your
Trees, 7 to 8 p.m.
Thursday, April 16.
Admission is $12 for
Friends, $15 for the pub-
lic.

# Science Saturdays:
Map Quest, 10:30 a.m.
Saturday, April 18, for
ages 7 to 11. Cost is $6
for Friend children, $12
for Friend adults.

& Bird Walks, 8 a.m.
Saturday, April 25. Cost
is $10 for Friends, $12 for
the public.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

Blood drives

The American Red
Cross hosts the following
blood drives:

¢ 8 am. to 2 p.m.
Sunday, April 12, St.
Joan of Arc Catholic
Church, 21620 Greater
Mack, St. Clair Shores.

¢ 11 am. to 5 p.m.
Tuesday, April 14, St.
Paul Lutheran Church,
375 Lothrop, Grosse
Pointe Farms.

¢ Noon to 6 p.m.
Wednesday, April 15,
Jefferson Masonic Lodge
No. 553, 22000 E. 11
Mile, St. Clair Shores.

¢ 11 am. to 4:30 p.m.
Friday, April 17, The

Neighborhood Club,
17150 Waterloo, City of
Grosse Pointe.

¢ 8 am. to 2 p.m.
Thursday, April 23,
Lakeview High School,
21100 11 Mile, St. Clair
Shores.

Register at redcross-
blood.org.

The War Memorial

The War Memorial, 32
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Farms, offers programs
and activities for the
community. For informa-
tion on the following,
visit warmemorial.org

¢ Silent Book Club, 6
to 8 p.m. Tuesday, April
14.

& Liquor & Lore: A
Celebration of Bourbon,
6:30 to 9 p.m. Friday,
April 17. Cost is $83.

¢ Premier World
Discovery: Treasures of
Ireland, 8 to 9 a.m.
Tuesday, April 21.

¢ Staying Connected:
You’re Not Alone, 6:30 to
7:30 p.m. Wednesday,
April 22.

@ Jazz Brunch featur-
ing Dave Bennett, 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Sunday, April
26. Tickets are $80 gen-
eral admission, $95 VIP.

¢ Middle School
Dance: Under the Stars,
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Thursday, April 30. Cost
is $22 before April 27,
$25 after.

The Family Center

The Family Center of
Grosse Pointe and Harper
Woods offers free pro-
grams and resources that
help build happier, health-
ier families. The following
programs take place at
The War Memorial, 32
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Farms, unless otherwise
noted. Learn more at fam-
ilycenterhelps.org or
RSVP to maryjo@family-
centerhelps.org.

& Grief Support Group,
noon to 1 p.m. April 14, at
the Harper Woods
Library, 19601 Harper;
and March 31 and April
28, at the Ewald Library,
15175 E. Jefferson, Grosse
Pointe Park.

@ Unlocking Potential:
Empowering Young Men,
7 to 8 p.m. Wednesday,
April 15.

¢ It’s Not You:
Identifying and Healing
from Narcissistic People,
7 to 8 p.m. Wednesday,
April 29.

@ Health for Her: Sex &
Intimacy as We Age, 6 to
7:15 p.m. Thursday, April
30, at The Helm, 158
Ridge, Grosse Pointe
Farms.

Rotary

The Rotary Club of
Grosse Pointe hosts its
next meeting at 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, April 15, at
Village Grille, 16930
Kercheval, City of Grosse
Pointe. Living liver trans-
plant recipient Dave
Galbenski, founder of the
Living Liver Foundation,
speaks. Email grosse
pointerotary@gmail.com.

Live music

Singer/songwriter Jef
Fisk will entertain at 5
p.m. Wednesday, April
15, at Antonio’s in the
Park, 15117 Kercheval,
Grosse Pointe Park.
Tickets are $25 and avail-
able at jef-fisk.com.
Proceeds benefit Habitat
For Humanity Detroit.

Healthy GP&HW

The Healthy Grosse
Pointe and Harper
Woods Coalition meets at
8:30 a.m. Friday, April
17, at The War Memorial,
32 Lakeshore, Grosse
Pointe Farms. State Sen.
Kevin Hertel will discuss
two policy areas cur-
rently moving through
the Michigan Legislature:
proposed legislation to
ban the consumption and
distribution of kratom in
Michigan and a package

aimed at strengthening
online safety protections
for minors. All are wel-
come to attend.

GPAA

The Grosse Pointe
Artists Association offers
a variety of classes at its
studio, located at The
War Memorial, 32
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Farms. To register for the
following, visit grossep-
ointeartcenter.org.

& One-day Painting
Workshop with Marcia
Hales, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Friday, April 17.

& Writing Workshop
with Jan Dale, 10 a.m. to
noon Saturday, April 18.

* Expressive
Figurative Painting with
Liz Frankland, 10 a.m. to
1 p.m. Tuesdays, April 21
to May 12.

Garage Resale

St. Margaret of
Scotland Catholic
Church, 21201 13 Mile,
St. Clair Shores, hosts its
Spring Garage Resale
from 8 am. to 4 p.m.
Friday, April 17, and 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday,
April 18. Early-bird
admission for $1 is Friday
from 8 to 9 a.m. Proceeds
benefit the McWarm
Program and the church.

040926
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Welcome the wood duck as Michigan's state duck

By Rosann Kovalcik
Special Writer

It’s official! We have a
state duck and what a
beauty it is: the wood
duck (Aix sponsa).

A stunning waterfowl,
wood duck males sport
green and chestnut col-
ors on their head, which
is tufted and has strik-
ing white markings
dashing front to back.
Other markings and col-
ors all over the bird
make it an absolute
pleasure to view.

The females have sub-
dued coloring, but sport

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROSANN KOVALCIK

water primrose,
panic grass, duck-
weed, millet,
waterlily, black-
berries and wild
cherries, as well
as flies, beetles,
caterpillars, iso-
pods and snails.
The female lays
anywhere from six
to 16 eggs and she
alone incubates
them for 28 to 37
days. Young ones
take a literal dive
from the nest to
the ground below
when they are one
day old. They will

a characteristic white
eye liner. Wood ducks
are one of the few duck
species equipped with
strong claws that can
perch on branches and
grip bark.

Most wood ducks
leave Michigan for the
winter, returning in
March already paired
and looking for a nest
cavity. That’s right:
They are a duck species

Wood duck fledglings.

that uses a tree’s natu-
ral cavity or one created
by a woodpecker. They
will readily use nest
boxes provided for them
and a pair can be
observed at Lake St.
Clair Metropark,
recently seen inspecting
the nest boxes provided.
In California, a large,
well-coordinated nest

box program produced
more than 1 million
wood duck ducklings
from 1991 to 2024.
Wood ducks are dab-
bling ducks, which
means they reach with
their beaks for aquatic
plant material, some-
times making a shallow
dive. They will eat
acorns, smartweed,

remain with the
female for five to
six weeks, but are
not capable of
flight until eight to
nine weeks of age.
Wood ducks are
one of the few
ducks that may
have a second
brood.

As a result of
market hunting
and loss of bottom-

PHOTO COURTESY OF SIMON DONTREMONT

Awood duck male.

Awood duck pair.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JOE SUBOLEFSKY

ASK THE EXPERTS ByDr. Paul Ward

The 1-2-3 Magic’
approach to raising children

The “1-2-3 Magic” approach, devel-
oped by psychologist Dr. Thomas W.
Phelan, rests on the idea that children
feel safest when parents act as
calm, confident leaders rather than as
peers or “best friends.” It promotes a
“benevolent dictatorship,” where
adults clearly are in charge, but their
authority is exercised with warmth,
fairness and consistency. Discipline is
framed not as punishment or power
struggle, but as teaching: helping chil-
dren learn what is safe, respectful and
expected, so they can ultimately man-
age themselves without constant
supervision.

Foundational to this model is the link
between discipline, safety and attach-
ment. Children typically misbehave
less because they are bad and more
because they feel insecure or unsure
where the limits are. Predictable rules
and consequences create a sense of
emotional safety, echoing attachment
theory’s idea of caregivers as a secure
base and safe haven. Parents are
encouraged to be warm and emotion-
ally available, yet clear and consistent
in expectations and follow-through, so
children can test limits while trusting
that the relationship remains stable.

The book warns against two com-
mon errors: treating children as “little
adults” and overparenting. The “Little
Adult Assumption” happens when par-
ents mistake early independence
(dressing, snacks, bathroom) for
adult-like emotional or cognitive matu-
rity, handing over choices that should

not be optional and eroding parental
authority. At the other extreme, heli-
copter parenting — overprotection and
constant intervention — can under-
mine confidence and coping skills,
contributing to anxiety and depen-
dence. In everyday practice, “1-2-3
Magic” uses simple, pre-taught rules
and a neutral counting system (rather
than arguments or lectures) to enforce
limits. Over time, fair, consistent disci-
pline builds character, emotional secu-
rity and self-control, allowing children
to grow into resilient, responsible
adults.

Dr. Paul Ward is a licensed clinical
psychologist with more than 20 years
of experience treating adolescents,
adults, couples and families. He is the
owner and clinical director for Michigan
Psychological, PC, with offices in St.
Clair Shores and Shelby Township. For
more information, visit mi-psych.com.

The Family Center provides free pro-
grams and resources that help build
happier, healthier families. Learn more
at familycenterhelps.org.

The Family Center will host a three-
part parenting series based on its most
recent Community Book Discussion,
“1-2-3 Magic,” with three panelists each
speaking on a different aspect of their
take-aways from the book. The Family
Center has copies of all of its Community
Book Discussion books, as well as Rits
for book clubs.

land hardwood

forests and other valu-
able habitat, wood ducks
were driven to the brink
of extinction at the turn
of the 20th century.
Fortunately, protections
provided by the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act of 1918
and the restoration of
crucial habitats has
helped wood ducks
achieve a dramatic recov-
ery over the decades.

Ducks Unlimited has
played a key role in the
population of these highly
prized birds now being
healthy.

Where can we go to
see these beauties? As
of the end of March,
many wood ducks are
gathered in small
groups near Crescent
Sail Yacht Club and
Farms Pier Park. They

also can be seen at Ford
House in Grosse Pointe
Shores. Any nature
trails that are near
water also would be
suitable places to allow
you looks at our state
duck.

Rosann Kovalcik is
the owner of Wild Birds
Unlimited in Grosse
Pointe Woods.

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY

Animals Available for
Adoption at gpaas.org

Weet
Rl

Next
open
Houses

Saturday,
April 18th &
May 2nd.

Male, 9 months old,

6ray, 40 lbs.

Pitbull Terrier Mix, Dark

10-Noon

Call to arrange a Meet and Greet!
20542 Harper, Harper Woods (Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551 « www.gpaas.org

et

(00

Female, 1 year old,

Shorthair,
Black.

WINDOWS & DOORS

Expert Installation & Service

Storm Doors * Windows ¢ Screen Repair
Home Safes, Keys & More

Village Lock & Home Repair
18554 Mack Avenue ¢ Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48236

villagelockgp@gmail.com ¢ 313-881-8603
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GROSS

- POINT

POINTING YOU IN
THE RIGHT
DIRECTION WITH
REAL-LIFE ADVICE!

Think structured fun to
reduce summer screen time

Dear Gabby: My kids
have turned into full-
time phone zombies.
Even in paradise on
spring break, I had to
take their phones. If
they’re not asleep,
they’re scrolling, tapping
or watching something.

I suggest going outside
and suddenly I'm the vil-
lain. How do I get them
to actually do some-
thing? I’'m worried about
the upcoming summer.
— Screenagers in the
Shores

Dear Screenagers:
Here’s the truth: If you
simply say “go play out-
side,” you’ll get eye rolls
and they’ll go right back

to their “shorts” and
unfunny, annoying vid-
eos. You need a solid
strategy.

Start by replacing, not
just removing. A blank
“no phones” rule creates
mutiny and frankly it just
doesn’t work. A plan can
create buy-in. Think in
terms of structure that
can also be fun:

* A weekly “challenge
list” (bike ride, water bal-
loon tournament, build
something ridiculous in
the yard, crafts, old toy
clean-outs) with a reward
when completed (ice
cream, a NeeDoh, etc).

¢ Invite a friend over.

Kids are far more moti-
vated in packs to go “do
something.”

* If they are sitting at
home whining or trying
to get the phones back,
present a list of chores
that need to be done.
Nobody finds something
to do faster than a teen
faced with garbage duty.

e Set a daily limit on
screen time so it’s not all-
or-nothing. Try to be
realistic; the goal is mod-
eration.

Also, lean into their
interests. If they love
filming, have them cre-
ate a “summer vlog.” If
they like games, turn real

life into one — scavenger
hunts, backyard compe-
titions, neighborhood
Olympics.

And yes, you may have
to tolerate a little whin-
ing at first. That’s just the
sound of a brain reboot-
ing from the dopamine
overload. Stick with it.
By week two, they’ll
likely remember what
boredom is — and more
importantly, realize how
to fix it.y.

— Gabby

We love problem-solving
and giving advice! Please
send us your questions &
problems to advice@
grossepointenews.com.

Private matters, public knowledge

DEAR ANNIE: I love
your advice and the fact
you're able to cut to the
chase. I find myself in need
of your level head, too!

I've been (mostly) hap-
pily married for 26 years.
My husband is very gre-
garious and never met a
stranger. In fact, he hap-
pily opens up his life to
anyone and everyone. I
feel like he constantly
overshares, but as long
as he keeps it to his own
information, that’s fine.

However, he doesn’t
keep my information pri-
vate, especially my health

information. A few years
ago, I had a cancer scare
and chose not to tell even
my adult children until I
knew for sure. He told his
co-workers, his side of
the family, our friends —
all before I knew what my
test results were.
Everyone thought I
had cancer, so I eventu-
ally had to explain that
no, I didn’t. I also had
surgery a couple years
ago and wanted to keep
it private, but I started
getting messages like,
“I'm so sorry you have to
have a hysterectomy.

What happened?”

I have a very public job
in a small community.
Most people know me. It’s
highly embarrassing when
I have to step in the spot-
light, knowing that all
these people know my per-
sonal, private information.

I've talked to him over
and over about this. He
always apologizes and
says he “forgot” that I
prefer to keep things pri-
vate. I even tried keeping
my health information
away from him — my
own husband — so he
couldn’t share it. But he

also opens my mail and
sees my bills and test
results before I do. There
is no “hiding” anything
from him.

How do I handle this,
Annie? I'm getting des-
perate. Personal
Information Is Private

DEAR PERSONAL
INFORMATION: Your hus-
band’s friendliness
shouldn’t be confused with
what’s happening here —
breaching trust. Medical
information is yours to
share, not his to broadcast.

You've already explained

Dear Annie

by Annie Lane

your wishes. Now’s the
time for firmer boundaries.
Tell him plainly that shar-
ing your private informa-
tion is unacceptable and
that “forgetting” is no
longer an excuse. This is
about respect.

If he still doesn’t get
the message, protect
your privacy in practical
ways, like having mail
sent electronically or
asking your doctors not

to share information
with anyone but you.

A good marriage includes
trust and discretion. He
doesn’t need to stop
being outgoing. He just
needs to learn that your
life is not his story to tell.

Send your questions
for Annie Lane to dear
annie@creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2025
CREATORS.COM

MOVIE REVIEW
“The Unknown Country”
2022 - Not Rated
1 hr 25 min
2. 0. 0.8 $X¢

If you're looking for a
fast-paced, thriller, you’ll
probably want to pass on
this one. “The Unknown

Country” is a gentle, lyri-
cal road-trip movie that’s
primarily focused on a
young woman dealing
with loss, healing and self
discovery. It’s the very
antithesis of an action
film. But what a wonder-
ful experience it is. It’s an
hour and a half respite

from the troubled reality
we’re currently living
through.

The film is from the tal-
ented young director
Morrisa Maltz, a relative
newcomer who’s known
for her films “Jazzy” and
“Ingrid.” It’s unfortunate
that this film had such a
limited release, but it’s
been garnering quite a bit
more attention now that
it’s offered on a number
of streaming platforms.
Maltz wrote the screen-
play along with its star
Lily Gladstone and
Lainey Shangreaux.

This is the perfect
example of what an indie
film is all about. Like
most indies, it was made
on a limited budget. But it
features great perfor-
mances from everyone in
it, especially Lily
Gladstone. Gladstone has
been rather busy as of
late, appearing in several
films including “Killers of
the Flower Moon,”
“Jazzy” and the TV series
“Reservation Dogs.” She
does an outstanding job
here and was captivating
in every scene she
appears in. And she’s one
of the few professional
actors in the movie — the
rest of the cast are real
folks Ms. Maltz encoun-
tered along the way.

Cinematographer
Andrew Hajek did a phe-
nomenal job — which is
most apparent in the
camerawork of the coun-
tryside, painting a gor-
geous portrait of what a
beautiful country we live
in. There were several
shots of snow-covered
landscapes that I thought
would make wonderful
paintings. His use of aerial
photography of Lily

driving on deserted
stretches of highway were
equally impressive. They
perfectly captured the
mood of loneliness and
isolation.

As the film begins, we
meet Tana (Gladstone), a
young Oglala Lakota
woman living in
Minneapolis. She was the
primary caregiver for her
terminally ill grand-
mother, who has just
passed away. She packs
up her grandmother’s
Cadillac and hits the
road. Her first stop is
Spearfish, S. D., to
reunite with her Native
American relatives and
participate in her cousin
Lainey Bearkiller
Shangreux’s wedding.

Lainey describes the
events leading up her
wedding. She met and

“The Unknown
Country” poster.

fell in love with her child-
hood sweetheart Devin
when they were only 13
years old. As she puts it,
“We got tired of our par-
ents trying to keep us
away from each other.”
They decided to have a
child so they couldn’t be
kept apart. Jasmine, a
smart, energetic young
girl, was the result of their
plan. As you’d expect, the
entire segment of the film
is focused on Tana spend-
ing time with her family
and is full of joy leading
up to the actual wedding
ceremony. It’s a scene
that ends too quickly.

Tana’s next stop is the
Pine Ridge Reservation, to
reconnect with her grand-
mother’s younger brother
August, played by Richard
Ray Whitman (“Reservation
Dogs”). He tells her that her
grandmother was almost
like a second mother to him
and that Tana reminds
him of her. It’s a tender
scene as we listen in on
him reminiscing about
his past. When the two of
them hug at the end of
Tana’s visit, it’s quite an
emotional send off. You
get the sense that it won’t
be the last time the two
get together.

The last portion of the
film takes place in Texas.
It’s a welcome relief from
the snowy, frigid climates
Tana’s been experiencing.
It’s also the most joyous

by Mark Domin

“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”

part of the story. Tana
decides to stop in a bar/
dance hall and has a blast
participating in some exu-
berant line dancing. It’s
led by the 90-something
year old Florence, or Flo
as she’s known to every-
one. Then she hooks up
with a bunch of fun-loving
kids her own age and
ends up spending the rest
of the evening with them.
One of the gang is Isaac,
played by Raymond Lee
of “Top Gun: Maverick.”
The two of them hit it
off and it’s a perfect
antidote to the melan-
choly feeling that’s
been just below the
surface for Tana.

Overall, the film felt
like a hybrid of a docu-
mentary and fiction. One
of the techniques that Ms.
Maltz employed is after
several of the scenes,
there was a brief aside
where the focus of the
scene discusses his or her
life. I especially enjoyed
the commentary from
Pam, an offbeat waitress
at a diner Tana visits
early in the film.

See MOVIE, page 3C
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I don’t usually change
up my makeup routine.
Once I find something I
like, I stick with it. Lip
products always have
been the exception,
mostly because I never
really had a go-to.
Between Michigan win-
ters and constantly dry
lips, I usually fall back on
the same basic chap-
sticks. I also find a lot of
lip products annoying to
apply and even more
annoying to keep reapply-
ing throughout the day.

Summer Fridays Flushed
Lip Stain has been a bit of
a game changer for me. It’s

WeTried It!

along-wear stain designed
to leave a soft, flushed tint
that enhances your natural
lip tone and the formula is
lightweight, buildable and
transfer-proof.

I use the shade Slipper,
which is basically just a
slightly deeper version of
my natural lip color. I
apply it once in the morn-
ing on dry lips and that’s it.
From there, I can put on
chapstick, gloss or what-
ever else I want through-
out the day and the color
stays put underneath. Even

by Anna Lizer

after coffee, lunch and
everything in between,
there’s still a noticeable
wash of color on my lips.
One of the biggest perks
is how easy it is to use. The
marker-style tip makes it
simple to apply without
overthinking it and it dries
down quickly without feel-
ing tight or flaky. Other lip
stains I've tried tend to feel
dry or patchy, but this one
doesn’t. It’s also easy to
wear on its own or layered
with balm or gloss for
more shine, which beauty

editors often recommend
for a softer finish.

I like that it gives just
enough color to make me
look a little more put
together without looking
overly done. It’s subtle, low
effort and actually lasts,
which is pretty much
everything I want from a
product at this point.

If you’re someone who
doesn’t want to think about
your lip color all day or if
you deal with dry lips and
avoid most lip products
because of it, this one is

worth trying. It’s easy, reli-
able and quietly does its
job. I'm giving it five out of
five alligators.

We LOVE testing out
new things! Tell us about
your favorite item or
something you want us to
try for you! Drop us a line
at media@grossepointe-
news.com.

5 Out Of 5

Bright and herby artichoke pesto pasta

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

Artichokes always
have been a big deal in
my family. Hands down,
they’re our favorite veg-
etable. It might have a lit-
tle something to do with
the melted butter situa-
tion. There’s just some-
thing about pulling off
those tender leaves, dip-
ping them into warm but-
ter and scraping off every
last bite that feels both
indulgent and oddly satis-
fying. It’s the same rea-
son we go all in on crab
legs, any method of deliv-
ery.
A perfectly steamed
artichoke slows every-
thing down in the best
way. You sit, you chat,
you dip, you savor. Add a
glass of dry, crisp wine
and suddenly it feels like
a special occasion.

That said, fresh arti-
chokes can be a bit of a
commitment. They’re not
always easy to find. I'm
looking for the beautiful
green, bulbous and meaty
kind that aren’t $7 a piece
— though I also know
that’s wishful thinking.
So while we love them,
they tend to be reserved
for those moments when
we want to make some-
thing feel a little extra
special.

Which is exactly why I
love this recipe. This is an
artichoke flavor bomb, all
thanks to a can.

Artichoke pesto has
quickly climbed to the top
of my list of favorite pasta

sauces. It’s rich, herby
and a little garlicky. All
the elements of tradi-
tional pesto but with a
bright, fresh twist.
Because I'm starting with
canned artichokes, I
really lean into fresh
ingredients to bring
everything to life. Basil,
mint and arugula go into
the mix and together they
create this incredibly
vibrant, aromatic sauce.
You could substitute fro-
zen artichoke hearts if
you can find them.

Mint might sound a lit-
tle unexpected, but it’s
very subtle and works so
well with the artichoke. It
doesn’t overpower any-
thing, it just adds this
light, fresh note that
makes the whole dish feel
a little more special.

The sauce is com-
pletely raw. Everything
gets tossed into a food
processor or blender and
that’s it. No cooking no
fuss. Then, when you toss
it with hot pasta and a
splash of pasta water,
something kind of magi-
cal happens. The heat
wakes up all those fresh
herbs and aromatics and
suddenly the whole dish
smells — and tastes —
incredibly vibrant.

It’s simple, it’s fresh
and it gives you all the
artichoke flavor you love
minus the side of butter.
It’s a weeknight win for
sure.

Cheers, Mombeau

MOVIE

Continued from page 2C

Her explanation of how
she acquired all her cats
and their names is very
entertaining. I wish she
included more of these
insightful interludes.

Another thing I appre-
ciated is the fact that the
movie never turned dark.
There’s one scene where
while getting gas at night,
Tana encounters a
creepy-looking guy star-
ing at her. When she pulls
out of the gas station, she
notices him following
her. “Uh-oh,” I said to
myself. But before long,
he turns off the road and
that’s the last we see of
him. The fact that the
movie ends up on a happy
note was refreshing. In a
way it reminded me a bit
of last year’s “Train
Dreams.” They both have
a quietly calming feel to
them — Kkind of like
movie therapy!

Note to parents: The
film is unrated and I'd
give it a PG-13. Fine for
family viewing.

As luck would have it,
you have a bunch of view-
ing options. Streaming
for free on Kanopy and

Hoopla (with your library
card) and Tubi. And on
Netflix, Hulu, and Prime,
and to rent on Apple TV,

YouTube, Plex, and
Fandango.
My rating system:

% A real stinker. A
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to
admit you’ve seen it,
but you have to rate
it nonetheless.

%% So-so. Not a total
waste of time, but you
would have been better
off reading a good book.

% %% Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any
other movies in your
queue, you might watch
it again.

* % %% One you’d
recommend to friends.

* k%% So good
you’d actually buy it!

If you have any
movie suggestions, feel
free to email me at:
dominmark@yahoo.com.

Also, if you’re looking
for more recommenda-
tions, be sure to check out
my blog: moviejunkie
mark.blogspot.com.

Artichoke Pesto with
Orrecchiette

1 14 oz can quartered
artichoke hearts

Y2 cup basil, firmly
packed

Y cup arugula, firmly
packed

Y2 cup pine nuts

1 large garlic clove,
smashed

2 Tbsp chopped mint
leaves

Juice of %2 lemon
Y tsp kosher salt
5 tsp red chili flakes

Y4 cup Parmigiano
Reggiano

3 Tbsp olive oil, plus 2
Tbsp

1 cup reserved pasta
liquid

1 1b orecchiette pasta
Flaky sea salt

Add all ingredients,
except the pasta and
pasta water, to the bowl
of a food processor or
blender. Pulse until
smooth.

Bring a large pot of
water to a boil. Add a
couple tablespoons of

salt and then the pasta.
Cook for about 10 min-
utes or until al dente.

While the pasta boils,
add about one cup of the
pesto to the bottom of a
serving bowl.

When the pasta is
ready to be drained,
remove a half cup of
pasta liquid.

Add the water to the
pesto in the bowl and stir
to combine until it
becomes slightly creamy.

Add the drained, hot
pasta over the top. Use a
couple large serving
spoons to pull the pesto
through the pasta.

Top with remaining
olive oil, some extra
Parmesan and torn basil
and mint.

Tost huddiog |
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r Mombeau’s Table in this highly-visible spot!
To reserve this space, call (313) 882-6900

GROSSE POINTE THEATRE PRESENTS

<ts — Twice the fun!

extraordinary power along the way.

rosse Pointe Theatre presents the beloved musical

based on Roald Dahl's classic story. Follow Matilda,
a brilliant young girl with a vivid imagination, as she dares
to stand up for what's right — and discovers her own

With high-energy music, larger-than-life characters, and a
talented local cast (including double-cast youth performers!),
Matilda is a must-see event for audiences of all ages.
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—* THURSDAY  COMICS ..

anuts Charles M. Schulz

©1978 Peanuts Worldwide LLC, Dist. by Andrews McMeel
WWW.SN00pY.com

arro Dan Piraro and Wayno  Andy Capp Reg Smythe

ing McCoys Glenn McCoy B.C. Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni

ality Check  pave whamond Beetle Bailey Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

Mother Goose and Grim Mike Peters
3 Lockhorns Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner
Crankshaft Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
"LEROY BELIEVES IF YOU CAN'T SAY SOMETHING NICE
ABOUT SOMEONE, POST IT IN THE COMMENTS SECTION.”
nnis the Menace Hank Ketchum,
Scott Ketchum, Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton .
Carpe Diem Niklas Eriksson
Wumo Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler

"MY GRANDPA PREFERS HIS MOVIES IN BLACK-AND-
WHITE, | GUESS IT MAKES HIM FEEL YOUNGER,”
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HURSDAY COMICS

Garfield Jim Davis

© 2026 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved
Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication

Hagar The Horrible (i Browne & chris Browne original Creatorsy ~ Bob Webber Jr. and Gary Hallgren ~ Close To Home Jo

© 2026 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World Rights Reserved

Wizard of Id Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni “That was a good idea you had
to put padding up there.”

Ziggy
Blondie Chris and Dean Young
Marmaduke Paul & Brad
Over The Hedge Michael Fry and T. Lewis
“No dunking the ball o
Crock Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker Family Circus Bill 3
Popeye Bud Sagendorf

woo-akadod 92020

©2026 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com

“If you don’t learn the alphab
never be able to buy vita

S)yBL plIop “oul ‘e1eaipufs seinjesq buly Ag 9202@

panasal

F Minus Tony Carrilo

WE'RE SO PROUD
OF OUR SIMON. HE WAS

GIVEN THE "MOST HINGED"
AWARD AT SCHOOL.
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UNIVERSAL
Sudoku Puzzle

Complete the grid so every
row, column and 3 x 3 box
contains every digit from 1

to 9 inclusively.

Previous
puzzle solution

© 2026 by Andrews McMeel Syndication

4/2 Solution

Pointe Word Search

Find the words on the left in the puzzle below.

BAGS
BOTTLES
CAP
CLEAN
GREEN
LOCAL
PLASTIC
PROBLEM
STRAWS
TONS
WORLD

W L

WON-HI>SNHOU
OIU>OXRITIOXZ

Womr-A-400
mor>n--0

GXJCLEA
RWALL SE

TIT0Wrm<Z

Or30sS-<
IOOT-HITINT
C>O>000RX
FNIOQOW-AH=-0O0XZ

Moon Alert: There are
no restrictions to shopping
or important decisions
today. The Moon is in
CAPRICORN.

Happy Birthday for
Thursday, April 9, 2026:
You are competent,
practical, energetic and
focused. You have a
strong drive and strength
of purpose. This year
exciting changes will
bring you increased per-
sonal freedom. Let go of
what holds you back.
Seek out new opportuni-
ties. Expect to travel.

ARIES

(March 21-April 19)

Today your ruler, fiery
Mars, enters your sign,
introducing a six-week
window of increased activ-
ity and a chance to further
your own interests. You'll
be more of a fighter for
your own rights than
usual. Tonight: You're
admired.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

For the next six weeks,
Mars will be hiding in
your chart, which can be
a bit challenging. You
might be frustrated and
feel resigned to being in
the background. You
might not get credit for
what you do. Tonight:
Explore!

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

You're entering a
lovely six-week window
that’s the perfect time to
formulate your goals
and actively pursue
them. You can work
successfully with oth-
ers, especially if you
coordinate your needs
with theirs. Physical
activity with friends will
appeal. Tonight: Check
your finances.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

Today, fiery Mars moves
to the top of your chart to
stay for the next six weeks,
arousing your ambition as
never before. You'll get a
lot done! But you might end
up in conflict with authority
figures, bosses or parents.
Tonight: Cooperate.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

Exciting news! For the
next six weeks, you’ll be
more intellectually creative
with goals related to writ-
ing, publishing, exploring
new ideas and traveling.
Put your energy into
expanding your mind.
Tonight: Get busy.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

In the next six weeks,
you might encounter con-
frontations about shared
property, taxes, debt,
insurance issues or inher-
itances. Physical intimacy
will be memorable!
Tonight: Socialize.

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Tread carefully in the
next six weeks, because
fiery Mars is opposite your
sign. The problem is this
can create confrontations in
all your one-on-one rela-
tionships, especially
spouses and partners.
Tonight: Family time.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

You’ll be surprised at
how productive you’ll be
in the next six weeks.
Fiery Mars will help you
accomplish whatever you
want to do, especially at
work. You'll put all of your
energy into getting things
done. Naturally, you want
credit for what you do.
Tonight: Conversations.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)
The planet Mars sym-
bolizes our ego, and in the
next six weeks, you’ll
demand to be yourself
and express yourself
exactly how you want.
You’ll shun self-denial,
self-discipline and post-
poning self-gratification.
Romance will be passion-
ate and sexy. Tonight:
Take care of your posses-
sions.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

You can expect
increased activity (even
chaos) on the home front
for the next six weeks --
perhaps due to houseg-
uests, residential moves,
redecorating projects or
renovations. Make an
effort to get along with
family members to avoid
domestic strife. Tonight:
You are strong.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

The everyday tempo of
your life will accelerate
in the next six weeks.
You have things to do,
places to go and people
to see! Do what you can
to avoid arguments.
Easy does it. Tonight:
Enjoy solitude.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

You'll work hard to boost
your income in the next six
weeks. You also might find
that you seem to identify
more strongly with your
wealth, your assets and the
things that you own. Stay
chill. Tonight: You’'re
admired.

BORN TODAY
Actress Elle Fanning
(1998), actress Kristen
Stewart (1990), actress

Cynthia Nixon (1966).

Challenge

Contract Bridge

PLANNING THE PLAY

East dealer.
North-South vulnerable.

NORTH
2K Q62
vil74
¢AK73
$94
WEST EAST
410874 AA03
vQ32 ¥65
+QJ 10964
SK 1082 SJ763
SOUTH
aJ]5
YAKI1098
852
H»AQ5
The bidding:
East South  West North
Pass 19 Pass 14
Pass 29 Pass 49

Opening lead — diamond queen.

The outcome of many deals depends
on whether or not declarer times his
plays correctly. Consider this case
where West leads the diamond queen
against four hearts. After taking the
trick with dummy’s king, how should
declarer proceed?

The first thing he must do is count
his losers. This reveals that he could
lose a spade, a heart, a diamond and
two clubs. He then seeks a line of play
that gives him the best chance to avoid
at least two of these losers.

South sees at once that, come what
may, he must lose a spade trick. But
he also sees that if he is very lucky, he

might not lose another trick! If East
has the queen of hearts and king of
clubs, a couple of winning finesses
will neutralize them. South can also
get rid of his diamond loser by forc-
ing out the ace of spades and later
discarding a diamond on one of dum-
my’s high spades. Finally, his third
club can be ruffed in dummy.

But South isn’t in six hearts, and so
must put his thoughts in proper order
just to ensure making 10 tricks. Clear-
ly, the most pressing matter is to try
to get rid of the diamond loser before
the defenders can establish their trick
in that suit.

Declarer therefore leads a low spade
from dummy at trick two. Let’s say he
wins with the jack and plays another
spade to dummy’s queen. East takes
his ace and returns a diamond to dum-
my’s ace.

After discarding his diamond los-
er on the king of spades, South pro-
ceeds to the next order of business and
finesses the queen of clubs. This loses
to West’s king and back comes the ten
of spades. South ruffs, cashes the ace
of clubs and trumps a club with dum-
my’s seven.

Next comes a trump finesse, which
(unluckily) loses to West’s queen. How-
ever, South makes the contract even
though both finesses lost. Observe,
though, that had he attempted either
finesse before leading a spade at trick
two, he would have gone down one. His
plays had to be timed perfectly.

©2026 King Features Syndicate Inc.

| by Steve Becker m———

Universal Crossword

Edited by David Steinberg April 9, 2026

ACROSS
Grated
lemon peel
Bigger

45 Thick-
skinned
safari
beasts

47

38 Comes
back to

39 Writer Jong

42 Transgres-

8 Opposed to

9 Trailblazers

10 Sponsored
spots

19

20
23
24

25
27

than big
Tropical
trees
Capital on

a fjord

Plow pullers
Best
possible
Hibernation
hideout
Bumper
flaw
“August:
____ County”
(Streep film)
Lemon
source?
Compete
(for)
Lofgren of
the E Street
Band
Decide not
to accept
What you
can’t do
after moving
your king, in
chess
Mythical
wife of
Jason
Bonkers
Juice
source?
Santa ___,
California
Book club
members
Whichever
Cookie
source?
High-pitched
woodwind
Wall
climbers

50
51
52
58
60
61

62
63

64
65
66
67

Meal
packed in
a basket
Aquatic
barker
Poem of
praise
Bread
source?
Pie chart
lines
Smoothie
berry
MBA
student’s
class
Gregorian

Fictional
detective
Wolfe
Nevada
casino city
What drivers
honk
Genesis
garden
Dino with
short arms

DOWN

1

2

French
novelist
Emile
Jacob’s twin

3 Narrow

4

opening

City where
the Blue
Jays play
home games

5 Spacecraft

section
Business
VIPs

7 Courteous

chap

11 Depart
12 Wizard’s
specialty
13 Wintry mix
21 Feel yucky
22 Diner’s
request
26 British
sports car,
for short
Tabby’s
toenail
28 Top-notch
29 Temporary
wound
cover
30 ___ oftrans-
portation
31 Decorative
pitcher
33 Cover with
asphalt
34 Wet weather
35 Lowdown
36 Salon
colorants

43

46
47

27 49

sion
Hazelnut
45 Zone
Possesses
Place where
packages
may be
delivered
48 The Gem
State
Fragrant
chest wood
50 Small drum
53 Barn roof
topper
54 Like some
coffee
55 Laptop
brand
56 Zilch
57 Golden fort
59 Quaint
stopover
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BOYS GOLF |

NORTH BOYS TRACK & FIELD |

Who You Hire Matters.

WITH 30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE helping buyers and
sellers in Grosse Pointe—and a lifetime as a resident—
| bring unmatched local knowledge, proven results,

and a deep commitment to this community.
Real estate isn’t just my job—it’s personal.

DINO RICCI

#DinoSells - 313-460-2225

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Knights, Blue Devils open baseball season

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Even though the
weather still feels a bit
like winter, it is time for
baseball and the spring
sports season in
Michigan. Last week
brought opening day for
the Detroit Tigers, as
well as for high school
varsity baseball for some
of the teams in the
Pointes. Grosse Pointe
South and University
Liggett School took to
the diamond for the first

games of the 2026 sea-
son.

University Liggett

The Knights began the
new season Wednesday,
April 1, on the road for a
doubleheader against
Catholic League foe Ann
Arbor Father Gabriel
Richard. Liggett and the
Irish ended up splitting
the pair of games to open
the season at Eastern
Michigan University’s
Oestrike Stadium.

The first game was an
11-2 loss for the Knights.

Five runs in the third
inning for Gabriel
Richard were enough for
the Irish to pull ahead
and not look back. The
Knights’ runs came on
an RBI groundout by
Javion Gray in the fifth
inning and an RBI single
from Dom Djurasaj in
the sixth.

Liggett bounced back
in the second game of
the day. After having 11
runs scored on them in
the first matchup, the
Knights scored 11 to
notch their first win of

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Jack Danielewicz throws the first pitch of the 2026 season for Grosse Pointe
South baseball against Detroit Western International Monday, April 6.

the season, 11-7. Ravi
Hines finished with three
RBIs in the win, while
Alex Durham and Gray
brought in a pair of runs
each. Miles Quinn
earned the win on the
mound, pitching 3.2
innings and allowing just
one hit with six strike-
outs.

Liggett visited Troy
Athens after press time
Tuesday, April 7. The
Knights are in action on

the road again Thursday,
April 9, visiting
Rochester.

Grosse Pointe South

Opening day for the
Blue Devils Monday,
April 6, had both the
good and bad that come
with baseball in early
April in Michigan. South
hosted Detroit Western
International for the first
game of the season,
which saw plenty of
action for South before
the game was suspended
due to weather in just the
second inning.

The Blue Devils
exploded for nine runs in
the first inning of the
season, when the field
actually saw some sun-
shine. The first was
scored by Drew Hess
after Brody Vinyard
drew a walk with the
bases loaded. South con-
tinued to add to the lead,
with the biggest hit com-

South’s Drew Hess steps into the batter’s box for his
first at-bat of the season Monday, April 6.

ing on an inside-the-park
home run by Brendan
Stafford that cleared the
bases and added four
runs to the scoreboard.
Luke Thompson added
another to South’s lead
in the second inning with
an RBI on a fielder’s
choice, making the lead
10-0 before play was
called off due to weather.
As of press time, there is
no further information
on if the game will be

resumed at a later date.

Jack Danielewicz got
the opening day start on
the mound for South,
allowing no hits and
striking out five batters
in just two innings.

South hosted
Marysville after press
time Wednesday, April 8.
The Blue Devils are at
home again Thursday,
April 9, hosting Detroit
Catholic Central at 4:30
p.m.

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Smith ready to build on South
lacrosse legacy

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

When he started with
the Grosse Pointe South
varsity boys lacrosse

team as a freshman a
few years ago, the Blue
Devils had high hopes
that Jack Smith would
become one of the pro-
gram’s next great play-

ers. It is hard to find
anyone who could say
Smith has not met those
expectations given he
already is South’s all-
time scoring leader and

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Jack Smith, pictured in a game last season against UD Jesuit, is the all-time
leading scorer for South boys lacrosse.

SPRING TIRE EVENT

Ready for the road ahead?
Winter wears your tires down more than you think.
Spring is the time to reset your ride —
for safety, fuel economy, and performance.

BUY 3 TIRES
GET THE 4TH FREE

Most people don’t realize how much new tires change the drive — until they do.

« All major brands available
» Expert installation included
« Same-day service available

In senior year

his sights are set on hav-
ing one last great season
in the blue and gold.

Looking back on how
far he has come, the
goal to leave a strong
legacy at South has gone
well for a guy who only
started playing the game
a couple of years before
high school. Once he
picked up a stick after
watching his older
brother, Thomas, play
for years, Smith was
hooked immediately.

“I fell in love with it,”
he said. “I thought it was
super fun and super
fast-paced. After that, I
played every day.”

Smith has been one of
the most important play-
ers on South’s attack for
his entire career as a
Blue Devil. There is a
certain level of confi-

Grosse Pointe News

Jack Smith

School: Grosse Pointe South
Sport: Lacrosse

dence necessary to
become a prolific scorer
while constantly being
the main focus of oppos-

Jack Of All Trades

» 8 goals & 10 assists in 4 games this season

with South boys lacrosse
e Scored 58 goals with 26 assists in 2025
¢ 2025 Division 2 All-State Honorable Mention

Schedule your tire upgrade today
Smooth ride. Better traction.
Ready for spring driving.

17677 Mack | Grosse Pointe/Detroit
313-886-1700 | laesthemgm.com

Scanto schedule
your service

ing team’s defenses, and
Smith has the right men-
tality when it comes to
his abilities on the field.

“(I'm) aggressive but
confident,” he said. “... I
step onto the field and
think to myself, ‘Nobody
can guard me.’ I know it
sounds a bit overconfi-
dent, but as a player,

See ATHLETE, page 4D
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Experienced North golfers
ready to raise the bar this spring

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

It is almost always a
positive in high school
sports when a team is
entering a new season
with plenty of athletes
returning for another
campaign. The Grosse
Pointe North varsity
boys golf team gets to
enjoy that benefit this
spring, with 10 golfers
returning to the roster

from last season.

Last spring had its ups
and downs for the
Norsemen. The team
finished fourth in the
MAC Red Division
championships and was
unable to qualify for a
spot in the Division 1
state finals. However,
with the amount of tal-
ent North has returning
to the roster, plus some
additional pieces, the
Norsemen want to set

higher expectations for
this season.

“We want a winning
record this year and we
want top 10 place in all
of the tournaments we
enter,” North boys golf
head coach James
Hansinger said. “Our
second goal would be to
qualify for states.”

Helping lead the way
on the road to meeting
those goals will be
senior captains

Alejandro Delgado and
Jean-Paul Shemmai.
Juniors Charlie Mueller,
who just received All-
State recognition on the
ice for his performance
with North’s boys
hockey team in the win-
ter, and All-State swim-
mer Tyler Collins also
are expected to be
strong contributors this
spring. North also adds
Aiden Burney and Jack
Griffin to the roster with

hopes they can provide
an added boost.

The Norsemen hope
those key contributors
and more can help the
team with strong fin-
ishes in the MAC Red
and at some competitive
tournaments through-
out the spring. The
Norsemen have head-
to-head matchups
against both crosstown
rivals, University
Liggett School April 22,

and Grosse Pointe
South May 13, and also
will compete in South’s
invitational tournament
at Country Club of
Detroit April 27.

North opened the sea-
son after press time
Wednesday, April 8,
with a match against
Cass Tech. The
Norsemen hit the links
again Wednesday, April
15, hosting Henry Ford
IT at Lochmoor Club.

COURTESY PHOTOS

(rators finish winter season on state, national stage

Above left, 26 Grosse Pointe Gators swimmers represented the club at the Michigan Swimming 11-14 State Championships at the Holland Aquatics Center
March 20-22. The group included 14-year-old Ronin Hobson, who won the state title in the boys 13-14 50-yard breaststroke with his time of 27.05. Fellow 14-year-
old Anna Cooper was the state runner-up in the girls 13-14 50 breaststroke (29.83).

Above right, Four Grosse Pointe Gators made the trip to Orlando, Fla., in March to compete at the 2026 NCSA Spring National Championships. From left,
Brendan Beland, Brady Bond, coach John Fodell, Caroline Bryan and Corinne Stencel.

(CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

( PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 4

DEADLINES
Please call for holiday deadline
dates and times, subject to change.

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.
CLASSIFIED WORD ADS:
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M.

100

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRICING

Prepayment is required.

We accept credit cards, cash
and check.

100

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising, with prepayment or
credit approval. Call for rates or for
more information. Phone lines can
be busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

AUDIEN HEARING CONSUMER
The world’s first CELLULAR
100  ANNOUNCEMENTS hearing aid with the same reliable, 121 GENERAL SERVICES
PREPARE for power  touchscreen nationwide METRO
outages today with controls. coverage as the TESTING SERVICES
a Generac Home No tiny buttons, largest carriers. 32000 Harper Ave.
Standby Generator. apps or No long- term St. Clair Shores Ml
ACt how to receive prescriptions. contract, no hidden 48082
a FREE 5 Year 45- day risk fees and activation (586)200-5421
free trial. is free. All plans Fax (586)879-0581

warranty with

qualifying purchase. , Free shipping.

Lifetime support.

feature unlimited
talk and text,

We specialize in
court ordered drug

Call 1(855)773-8191 More than starting atjust ~ and alcohol testing.
today to schedule a 1.5 million $20/ month. Weekday Hours
free quote. It'snot  happy customers. For more gam- 8pm
just a generator. Call Audien information, call Weekend Hours
It's a power move.  1(866)466-0762 1(866)306-6243 ﬁm-kft{m
alkin's
R IF YOU OR A LOVED always welcome
Grosse Pointe News ONE SUFFERED Website:
e i INJURY/ DEATH i
Classified Advertising ~ "JRY/DEAT metrotesting

AD orHe WEEK

services.net

Boston Scientific

PACEMAKER,
you may be
entitled to
compensation.
Fovstd SN o) ELP WANTED
Charles Johnson GENERAL
Cobate Q/ (800)535-5727
Owner: Michael J. Hartt
17307 Mack Ave. Detroit, Ml 48224
Estate Sales Sclvlzlrl\élrllzgqu%B.
Fine Art Appraisers Worker

& Auctioneers
At the core of the Hartt Antiques Gallery’s

10am- 3pm. June
thru September.

mission is Mr. Hartts uncompromising Let the Paiq daily.
adherence to a standard of excellence and g Apply in person
professionalism, and client service based Classifieds only between
integrity and quality. :
on integrity and quality. DO The Wa|klng C'Eli:)t%iﬁplgbl
313.885.5600 Grosse Pointe News Corporation,

harttresources@gmail.com

(313)882-6900 ext. 1

29701 Little Mack,
Roseville, 48066

(I FAX: 313-882-1585

WORD ADS:

35 words for $25.00;

additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.
BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP

We reserve the right to classify
each ad under its appropriate
heading. The publisher reserves
the right to edit or reject ad copy
submitted for publication.

I/WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM

CORRECTIONS

AND ADJUSTMENTS
Responsibility for classified
advertising errors is limited to either
a cancellation of the charge or a
re-run of the portion of the error.
Notification must be given in time for
the correction in the following issue.
We assume no responsibility for the
same after the first insertion.

200 HELP WANTED 415  WANTED TO BUY
GENERAL
Hiring a talented _
g a taler 406 ESTATE SALES
e h€v$dclients AFFORDABLE
to build you
with g housecleaning by SELL ME YOUR
high pay scale. European lady. VINYL RECORDS
Part time or full Honest We buy LP's, 45's
time as you build. d dabl No collection
Give me a call. epenaabie, Estate Clean Out too large
Thank you, Edwin detail orler!ted. We come to .youl
(313)885-9001 Grosse Pointe since 2007. RIPE RECORDS
references. First Responder, a1 (313)469-7479
(313)729-6939 Senior, Vete_rlarg) |
Discounts Available
312 S'T%‘I\JG'XNI%%TED Bgck%rodunld Che(cj:k, I
We are lookin onded, Insured.
for caring, reliatg)le DUCKS IN A ROW Call for your Property For Rent
individuals to join De-cluttering and Free Estimate APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
our team as an organizing your (313)886-3330 700 POINTES/HARPER WOODS
On-Call Care home! Closets, www.cleanup
Professional basements, clearout.com GROSSE POINTE
Rewarding work whole house. PARK
and erX|_t|)|Ie hours, Organize your 417 MISCELLANEOUS lovely 1,600 sq. ft.
We will train. paper clutter. ARTICLES 2 bedroom 2 bath,

If you have a heart
for caregiving,
we want to
hear from you.
(313)236-5223

903 _ HELP WANTED
DENTAL / MEDICAL

GROSSE POINTE
Doctor’s office is
seeking a full- time
medical assistant/
nurse.

Must be friendly
and detail oriented.
Previous medical
office experience of
at least 1 year,
EMR knowledge
and computer
skills helpful.
Please email
resumes to
careers@
drshaunadiggs.com

Home information,
notebooks,

upper unit with
basement and

Medical journals, MACHINES (3) 1 car garage.

memoryJalbums_ 1 full size pop $1,850 per month.
Becky Schlaff machine with card , Avallablel
(313)580-2528  reader, never used.  Immediately.

Susan Mason
(313)910-9705

schiafb@ 1 Combo machine.
comcast.net
rwmason@ $4,500 or best offer

comcast.net

1 full size snack

313-587-4228

Leave message
(586)945-1092

705 HOUSES FOR RENT
POINTES/HARPER W0ODS

2 story house for

@

Grosse Pointe News
Classifieds: 313-882-6900 x 4

KY)
"
.
.
.
B
.

TR
3)

rent for 1 year,
month to month or
contract, price
reduced $1,000
for taking care
of my cat,
full service gym,
utilities included.
Call for more info
(313)269-4152
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Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

BASEMENT 912 BUILDING / REMODELING @ 920  CHIMNEY REPAIR DEBRIS / CLUTTER LANDSCAPERS / GUTTERS 945 HANDYMAN 954 PAINTING / DECORATING
WATERPROOFING REMOVAL 3 1ReE SERVICE/GARDENER 0 more cleanmg JOHN'S PAINTING
ACCULEVEL AFFOR%ABLE out gutters. Interior/Exterior
Your foundation From home repair next day Guaranteed! Repairing:
repair and and renovation, to service. LeafFilter is backed Damaged plaster,
basement design and build. MADISON Spring Cleanup, by a no- clog drywall, cracks,
waterproofing Customer service, MAINTENANCE ~ DUMPSTERS weeding, bed guarantee and windows
experts. communication SpetCIaII%Ing IF]J AVAILABLE edging, cultivating, lifetime puttying, caulking.
Whether basement, and craftsmanship restoration o «Clean Outs shrub & flower transferrable Fire/Water damage
crawl space or are our goals. chimneys, porches, eBasement/ planting, pruning, warranty. insurance work.
concrete slab, Gro%%%ggmte hOUSES, brick Wa||||S, Gar%g_e Clean OLIIt expert trimming, Call today All work
we'll guide you on - . tuck pointing, a *Debris Remova complete 1(866)495-1709 guaranteed
the right path to a Sesr}[nnc aﬁ?%ﬁg;gges' masonry. Grosse  (313)408-1166  ornamental shrub  to schedule a FREE G. P. References
healthy home. "East Side. Pointe resident.  pegmemerypeyr—" and tree care, inspection and no License/Insured
Act now! call (917)412-3995 ~ Free estimates. mulch, plus more.  obligation estimate. We're your Free estimates
Up to $600 off. Ml license Licensed and "Chip”| Ron(313)377-1467  Plus get 75% off ~ "TO DO" Senior Discount
Restrictions apply. #2|42600(1143. Insured.gg@ Gibson installation and Let“Sts f;]aei?gyrgen! ” (313)882-5038
nsured. masonrygp inti a bonus u you wi
Consuiation. gmail.com ____Tamnting BRYS $250 discount! any plumbing,
1(866)438-1859 (313)885-8525 | Painting & Plaster § | AWN & SNOWLLC | imited time only electrical, .
- ° _ ; S : carpentry an
— Cell (313)402-7166 C(;lg.)bSPSI‘% 5164 Sprlrl1<§|g cle??up, Restrictions apply, mtﬁ)ch myore.
— AL /4 NOW OFFERING ipGihsonPainting@yahoo.com wee y.cu !ng, see representative RedBaron o )
»am 1(313) FINANCING bush trimming, for warranty and Enterprises.com Painting Services
VA_- MR ANDERSON weeding. offer details. 4‘37(31 3)408-1166 Interior & Exterior
— SMALND e b
-Ck?i:ﬁnzils gg7  DEBRIS / CLUTTR Water Damage EStabﬂ'ifo]‘eSC: 1986. 948 INSULATION PIstar
REMOVAL i : i
oSteps Repairs § Restoration
eFoundations DUSTFREE (S50)B0R-2150 Wood Finishing
eWaterproofing SPECIALIZING 35 years experience EIEI DAL + Staining
*Buckled Walls in Bathroom and Insured HAu Elf + rF?udCIQ more!
eWater Diversion  Kitchen Remodels with references. i i RedBaron
A Division of Decades of We also do painting. Argllggitngor?cq)ﬁqlg!a Enterprises.com
safie Construction  experienceanda  BOOKING SPRING  (586)354-3032 ECEZEEE [ glown in Cellulose  (313)408-1166
1(313)MR-PORCH legacy of CLEAN OUT ot = Insulation is STEVE'S PAINTING
i TN UVIZ AT o3 FLOOR SANDING / SEAMLESS GUTTERS  GREEN, cost and /
911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK craftsmanship. h
it NOW! REFINISHING DAVE's Temper Aluminum  energy efficient. Wo?l?ﬁ?gsghi
DeBeefS N\ delivering results BASSSCRI?E%ND NATURAL TREE & SHRUB Gutter Covers Red Baron oPlaster Repali)r
HOME that stand the test HARDWOOD CARPENTRY Insured Enterprises, LLC
IMPROVEMENT E4 10 . BONDED<INSURED FLOORS Free Estimates can insulate *Wallpaper Removal
of time. Www_cleanu Tree Removal/ our home oDrywall
Masonry * Tuckpointing O i WWW.CIEANUD Dustless floor Trimmi (313)886-0520 y - *Dry
$ : 4th Generation tile clearout.com > oL rimming > RedBaron Meticul
Chimney Repair R sanding, staining, indi Grosse Pointe Woods hetibdiVl eticulous prep,
Porches © walkways & stone setter oClutter eDebris fg hi g Stump Grlndlng Enterprises.com qua“ty materials
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| SPORTS

North boys track and field
optimistic ahead of new season

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

The Grosse Pointe
North varsity boys track
and field program
enters the new season
with what it believes
could be its most bal-
anced roster in years.
The Norsemen are opti-
mistic that their mix of
experience, with vet-
eran leaders in some
areas and talented
younger athletes in oth-
ers, could be a strong
recipe for success this
spring.

“l have very high
expectations for the
season,” North boys
track and field head
coach Eric Eplin said.
“We have a good bal-
ance of veteran leader-
ship and rookie athletes.
We look to be competi-
tive in the MAC White

and we have our eyes
set on a regional cham-
pionship.”

Much of North’s
younger talent from
which the team hopes to
get impact perfor-
mances right away
comes mostly in events
like sprint races and
throwing. Helping lead
some of those younger
sprinters will be one of
the team’s senior cap-
tains, Phil Prost, who
should be a key piece in
some of North’s biggest
sprint races this season.

The team’s other
senior captains are a
pair of distance runners
who have been leaders
for the Norsemen both
in track and in cross
country for some time
— Sam Parish and Paul
Stephens. The pair were
part of the 4x800-meter
relay team that qualified

for the state finals for
North last year.
Stephens also was the
800-meter regional
champion last spring.

North will take on the
MAC White Division in
meets this year and also
has some invitationals
on the schedule it hopes
will bring solid competi-
tion. Some include the
Warrior Invitational in
Woodhaven April 18,
the Wandering Wizard
Invitational hosted by
Grosse Pointe South
May 2 and the Wayne
County Championships
May 22.

North opens the sea-
son Thursday, April 9,
with a road meet against
Stevenson. The
Norsemen are in action
again Monday, April 13,
going on the road to
face Port Huron
Northern.

COURTESY PHOTO

Distance runner Paul Stephens, pictured in a race during the fall 2025 cross-
country season, will serve as one of North boys track and field’s senior captains

this spring.

ATHLETE:

Continued from page 1D

you have to have that
mentality.”

All of that attention
from opposing defenses
has helped Smith
become the type of
player he is, which is
exactly what his coaches
at South were hoping he
could become. He is
able to run the offense
for the Blue Devils and
give them a boost when-
ever and wherever they
need.

“He’s getting at least
two or three guys
thrown at him every
time he gets the ball and
dodges to the goal,”
South boys lacrosse
head coach Justin
Macksoud said. “He has
the eyes of every
defender and the goalie
on him at all times and
he can still make it look
easy. ... He has become
the total package as an
attackman: a lethal
dodger and shooter, an
accurate and willing
passer and the leader of
our offense.”

As a junior last sea-
son, he tallied 58 goals
and 26 assists in 20
games on his way to
being a Division 2 All-
State honorable men-
tion. Through four
games for South already
this spring, Smith has
scored eight times and
notched 10 assists.

His rising assist num-
bers already reflect the
biggest thing Smith
wanted to improve on
for his senior campaign.
He has been known as a
goal scorer and is confi-
dent in his abilities

PHOTO BY MIKE ADZIMA

Jack Smith holds the ball for South during a 2025 regional playoff game

against University Liggett.

Special Land Use.

at WWw.gpwmi.us.

or e-mail: building@gpwmi.us.

G.P.N.:04/09/26

City of GBromse Jdointe Woods, Michigan
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Grosse Pointe Woods Planning Commission, under the
provisions of Public Act 110 of 2006, MCL 125.3101 as amended, and Grosse Pointe Woods City
Code of 2022 Chapter 50, Article 7, Section 50-7.15, will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, April 28,
2026 at 7:00 p.m., at City Hall in the Council Chamber/Courtroom (20025 Mack Plaza Drive, Grosse
Pointe Woods, MI 48236) for the purpose of considering a special land use at 20481 Mack Avenue
(Parcel ID: 007-03-0039-001). The subject site is zoned the C, Commercial Business District where
a Miscellaneous Business Establishment (a proposed off-ice hockey training facility) is considered a

All interested persons are invited to attend and will be given the opportunity for public comment. The
public may appear in person or be represented by counsel. Written comments will be received in the
City Clerk’s Office at 20025 Mack Plaza Drive, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236, or at cityclerk@
gpwmi.us up to close of business preceding the hearing. Individuals with disabilities requiring
auxiliary aids or services at the meeting should contact the Grosse Pointe Woods Clerk’s Office at
(313) 343-2440 seven days prior to the meeting. The agenda and pertinent documents will be available

For additional project information, contact the Building and Planning Department at (313) 343-2426

Paul P. Antolin
City Clerk

there; however, Smith
wants to be known as
anything but a selfish
player. It took some
looking back to the lead-
ers at South he admired
as a younger player and
now Smith thinks he
could have the best
spring of his career as
an all-around play-
maker.

“Going back to my
freshman year, I really
looked up to Griffin
Adams. He made
everyone look better at
the game and play bet-
ter,” Smith said. “I can
score goals, but I don’t
want to only be able to
do that. I want to bring

the whole team up with
me, so I'm trying to
really dial in my ability
to find the next pass and
find the open guy.”
Being on the field with
some of his fellow
seniors with whom he
has played for years
helps with Smith’s goal
of wanting to create
opportunities around
the field. Smith is part of
a core group of seniors
on South’s attack who
know each other well
both on and off the field.
Being best friends
with the guys who are
on the front line with
him makes it easy for
any one of them to make

a big play at any
moment. If they work
together as well as they
believe they can, Smith
and his fellow seniors at
South could have a
chance of going out on
top, which is precisely
what they want.

“Having my best
friends like Jack Cotton
and Eugene Agnone ...
we push each other,”
Smith said. “I love
knowing that they’re
there for me and can get
me with an assist or
chase any ball. I can’t
tell you how much it
helps having that chem-
istry with guys like
that.”
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