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COURTESY PHOTO

A tree uprooted at Rivard and Goethe in the City of Grosse Pointe.

As of press time, sev-
eral hundred DTE cus-
tomers in the Pointes 
remained without power, 
according to the compa-
ny’s outage map, with 
restoration estimates 
ranging from late 
Tuesday, July 7, to late 
Wednesday, July 8.

Here is a look at some 
of the damage and issues.

City
As a result of the storm, 

the City for hours battled 
a significant fire that 
started around 8 p.m. on 
M a u m e e  b e t w e e n 
Washington and Lincoln 
in a large three-car 
garage with a second-
fl oor apartment. 

Crews responded to a 

By GP News Staff

The 
wake 
of the 
storm

See STORM, page 2A

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — While last 
Friday’s storm caused 
plenty of damage across 
the Pointes (see related 
stories on this page), two 
groups of boaters were 
dealing with their own 
issue on Lake St. Clair.

“We were out boating 
and staying in touch with 
a group of friends who 
were on another boat,” 
Dave Paschke said. 
“They told us they were 
having engine trouble, so 
we met up with them at 
Gull Island.”

Paschke said they got 
the boat running, but it 
was only able to go fi ve 
or six knots, roughly a 
little more than six miles 
an hour.

“I told them we’d fol-
low them back, as they 
were heading to the 
Farms marina and we 
were going to Gregory’s 
River Club where we 
store our boat,” Paschke 
added. “At that time we 
didn’t know how bad the 

storm would be.”
As the wind and waves 

began to kick up, 
Paschke said he decided 
to go to the Grosse Pointe 
Yacht Club, where he 
and his family are mem-
bers.

“We could barely tie up 
to the fuel dock the way 
the wind was blowing,” 
he added. “They called 
again and said they were 
basically in the eye of the 
storm.”

The Paschkes, who 
purchased Jerry’s Club 
Party Store earlier this 
year, unloaded most of 
their passengers before 
he and his wife, Gina, 
headed back out with 
three other passengers to 
help their friends.

“I basically retraced 
my route and luckily 
caught them out of the 
corner of my eye,” he 
said. “The visibility was 
terrible, but when I spot-
ted them, the port side of 
the boat was in the water 
and they were sinking.”

Because of the slow 
speed, the nose of the 
28-foot bowrider Chris-
Craft was dipping below 
the waves as it traveled.

“They got absolutely 

Water rescue
By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

See RESCUE, page 3A

GROSSE POINTE 
PARK — Public works 
employees and a munici-

pal contractor spent July 
4 the same way woods-
men did during the days 
of the nation’s founding 

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Park holiday 
storm cleanup 

See PARK, page 5A

GROSSE POINTE 
PARK — Date night 
nearly turned deadly for 
novice mariners in a 
rented motorboat on Lake 
St. Clair.

A man, 24, jumped 
overboard to cool off from 
96-degree weather and, 
reboarding, got mangled 
by the propeller, which 
neither knew was 
engaged.

It was 5:50 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 1.

His date, 28, called 911. 
She grabbed the wheel, 
hit the throttle and bar-
reled and banged into 
Neff Park marina, City of 
Grosse Pointe.

The rough landing 
didn’t disappoint first 
responders.

“She’d never piloted a 

boat before in her life,” 
Park Sgt. Stephen Thiel 
said. “Under stress, not 
knowing what was hap-
pening, not knowing how 
to drive a boat, she’s in 
the middle of the water 
with her boyfriend bleed-
ing — she had to act. I 
think she saved his life.”

Offi cers from the City 
and Park, plus paramed-
ics with the municipally 
contracted MedStar 
ambulance service, 
reportedly administered 
life-saving medical care 
and took him to Henry 
Ford St. John Hospital.

Medics aren’t allowed 
to reveal the status of 
patients due to privacy 
laws, but police said the 
propeller sliced the man’s 
abdomen and legs, caus-
ing profuse loss of blood.

“He underwent emer-
gency surgery,” according 

to a statement issued that 
evening by the Park pub-
lic safety department. “He 
is in stable condition.”

Although the couple 
landed in the City marina, 
Park police are handling 
the investigation due to 
the injuries happening in 
waters off their shoreline.

“It  was between 
Windmill Pointe Park and 
Three Mile Park,” Thiel 
said.

The boat was a roughly 
25-foot, open-bow, cen-
ter-console mount. The 
design is good for recre-
ation and fi shing. Having 
the helm in the center of 
the boat makes it easy for 
passengers to walk front 
to back on both sides.

“Center-console boats 
may be the most versatile 
boats on the water,” 

Novice boater 
acts fast, saves life
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

See BOATER, page 3A

PHOTO BY BRAD LINDBERG

A Park public works employee on Nottingham im-
mediately north of Charlevoix pitches the last of 
small storm debris into a chipper shortly after noon 
Saturday, July 4.

See section C
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report of a downed power 
line with a possible struc-
ture on fi re, where it ini-
t ial ly was thought 
someone may be inside.  

“During that time, one 
of our fi refi ghters actu-
ally got smoke inhalation 
while he was searching 
the carriage house and 
had to be transported by 
MedStar to a local hospi-
tal,” reported Lt. Chris 
Saunders, incident com-
mander. “He has since 
been discharged and he’s 
in good health now.” 

Upon confirming the 
structure was unoccu-
pied, fi refi ghters had to 
t ake  a  de fens ive 
approach and focus on 
preventing the fi re from 
spreading to other struc-
tures, while waiting for 
DTE Energy crews to 
arrive and shut off power 
to the downed line. 

“During defensive 
operations, the entire 
garage became ener-
gized multiple times,” 
Saunders noted. “Once 
DTE cut the power, we 
continued to do defen-
sive operations because 
the roof collapsed by that 
point.” 

Firefighters success-
fully prevented the fire 

from spreading to a sec-
ond carriage house abut-
ting it about a foot away, 
as well as to the nearby 
main house. 

“We had a great 
mutual-aid response 
from Grosse Pointe Park, 
Grosse Pointe Farms and 
also Grosse Pointe 
Shores to assist on the 
fi re,” Saunders said. 

Following the storm, 
the city also dealt with 
utility pole fi res and mul-
tiple trees down on 
homes and cars. 

“It was a busy window 
for us, but I think the offi -
cers did well,” Public 
Safety Director John 

Alcorn said. 

Farms
It was a long weekend 

for residents in the 
Farms, where some 
streets remained without 
power days after the 
storm. 

Public safety dispatch-
ers fi elded more than 200 
calls — though many 
were repeat reports and 
actual incidents totaled 
around 75 — reporting 
downed power lines, tree 
limbs on structures and 
small fi res in vegetation 
and on utility poles. 

“We were chasing (the 
small fi res), but we never 
had anything major,” 
Farms Deputy Public 
Safety Director Andy 

Rogers reported. “There 
was a good one on Kerby 
and there were a couple 
around town, but we 
didn’t have any major 
fi res, just downed wires 
and smoldering areas.”

The tally included more 
than 30 downed power 
lines, the majority of 
which were taken out by 
tree limbs.  

“It was a brutal storm,” 
Rogers said. “That storm 
we had a couple years ago 
in July was similar. There 
was probably more prop-
erty damage during that 
storm, but this storm defi -
nitely generated more fi re 
responses due to trees, 
fences, garages almost 
getting on fi re. And the 
City had their big fi re.” 

Adding to the chaos 
were nearly 20 individual 
reports of carbon monox-
ide alarms from gas-pow-
ered generators being 
placed in garages or too 
close to homes. 

The department sent a 
Nixle alert late Saturday 
evening, reminding resi-
dents to operate genera-
tors outside only and at 
least 20 feet from the 
home, garage and any 
windows or doors. 

The alert further added 
that residents should 
never connect a generator 
directly to a home’s elec-
trical system unless it has 
been properly installed 
with a transfer switch. 

“I will say I’m very 
proud of the number of 
residents that do have CO 
alarms now,” Rogers said. 
“Where 10 years ago, 
maybe one out of 10 
houses had it, now I 
would say almost all 
houses have it, which is 
great.” 

Shores
Power was lost at Osius 

Park, causing the city to 
close the pool from 
Friday evening through 
late Monday afternoon. 
With no power, the pool’s 
fi ltration system couldn’t 
work. Once power was 
restored, the water had to 
be chemically treated, but 
that did not prevent 
Saturday’s Fourth of July 
festivities from continu-

ing, including live music, 
rides, food trucks and 
face painting.

The Grosse Pointe 
Yacht Club, which also 
lost power, rescheduled 
its fireworks to Friday, 
Aug. 14, to coincide with 
its annual fl eet review.

Woods
Public Works Director 

Jim Kowalski said the 
storm brought down hun-
dreds of tree limbs and 
completely uprooted four 
large trees.

“Our crews worked 
throughout the weekend 
to clear streets, sidewalks 
and other public areas, 
addressing potential haz-
ards to ensure they were 
safe for residents,” he 
said. “Our cleanup efforts 
will continue throughout 
the week as crews collect 
brush and tree limbs that 
residents place at the 
curb.

“While the damage in 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
was signifi cant, we con-
sider ourselves fortu-
nate,” he added. “Several 
of our neighboring com-
munities were hit much 
harder.”

GPPSS
In the Grosse Pointe 

Public School System, 
power was lost at both 
high schools, forcing 
staff to work remotely 
Monday, although it was 
restored around noon.

STORM:
Continued from page 1A
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A downed power line ignites a signifi cant fi re in a carriage house on Maumee 
in the City of Grosse Pointe Friday, July 3.

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — The inaugural 
Grosse Pointe Thrive on 
The Hill Health & 
Wellness Festival takes 
place 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, July 18, on 
Kercheval in the Farms. 

Free and open to the 
public, Thrive on The Hill 
is the brainchild of Farms 
residents Kristen and 
Dominic Giancola, own-
ers of iCRYO at 96 
Kercheval. 

“You’ve got the Grosse 
Pointe Art Festival on 
The Hill and After 6 in 
the Park,” Kristen 
Giancola said, “and we 
were thinking, ‘What can 
we do that we have an 
expertise in?’ Of course, 

that’s health and well-
ness.” 

The high-energy well-
ness block party will fea-
ture more than 40 
vendors spanning fi tness 
programs, healthy food 
offerings, functional 
medicine doctors, recov-
ery specialists and a 
healthy gardening guru, 
as well as a series of 
30-minute live fitness 
classes.

The class schedule is:
◆ 10 a.m. workout 

class by Pure Barre,
◆ 10:45 a.m. Pilates 

class by The Corner 
Studio,
◆ 11:30 a.m. Pilates 

class by The Corner 
Studio,
◆ 12:15 p.m. inclusive 

chair yoga class by 
American House Grosse 

Pointe,
◆ 1 p.m. Orangetheory 

Fitness class, 
◆ 2:30 p.m. yoga class 

by The War Memorial
◆ and 3:15 p.m. fi tness 

c l a s s  b y  P o i n t e s 
Chiropractic. 

“Anyone who wants to 
participate in a class 
should bring a roll-up 
yoga mat, athleisure and 
some water,” Giancola 
said. “As for the sun, 
there will be a 20-by-30 
(foot) tent, so people 
aren’t getting too hot.” 

A kids’ zone will house 
a giant blow-up obstacle 
course and bounce 
house, as well as a photo 
booth and balloon artist. 

“While the kids are 
having fun — maybe 
Dad’s watching — then 
Mom can go sample fi t-

ness class and check out 
the health vendors in the 
area,” Giancola said. 

Raffl es, giveaways and 
a DJ will round out the 
event, which organizers 
intend to make an annual 
staple on The Hill. Local 
restaurants also will be 
open for food options. 

“Thrive on The Hill is 
about bringing our com-
munity together around 
the idea that wellness 
should be accessible, 
engaging and enjoyable 
for everyone,” Giancola 
said. “Whether you’re 
looking to improve your 
fi tness, learn about nutri-
tion, discover new well-
ness resources or simply 
enjoy a fun day with fam-
ily and friends, there will 
be something for every-
one.”

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

Community wellness festival on The Hill next Saturday

Aesthetic Theory Medspa GP
American House
Better Health Market
Canna Consult You? LLC
Club Pilates Grosse Pointe
Deeply Nourish
Detroit Wellness Social Club
Dream Vacations
Emcura Medical
Enagic
Gilda’s Club Metro Detroit
GP Mom Runners
Greater Chiropractics
Grosse Pointe Therapeutic 
Bodywork
iCRYO Grosse Pointe
Infi nity Mind & Body Wellness
Insurance Warehouse
Midwest Small Breed Rescue
Mission Metabolic Health
Onyx Athletic Club

Orangetheory Fitness
Orthodontic Associates, P.C.
Pointes Chiropractic PLLC
Pure Barre Grosse Pointe
Pure Beauty & Wellness 
Center, PLLC
RAMP Athletics
Refi ll Emporium
The Corner Studio
The Family Center
The Hill Association
The Neighborhood Club
The Spice & Tea Exchange of 
GP
The War Memorial
Tower Therapeutic Fitness & 
Wellness
Village Nutrition
Waterborn
Wellness Services

Vendors

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Meeting deadlines and 
being accountable are el-
ements of professional 
conduct. Both were part 
of negotiating a new con-
tract for public works 
employees.

“It showed how aligned 
we are as personnel 
groups,” said Nick 
Sizeland, city manager.

He bargained on behalf 
of the city for a three-
year contract with public 
works and clerical 
employees.

“We were very pleas-
antly surprised,” he said. 
“We were able to have 
two to three meetings 

with DPW with good 
c o n v e r s a t i o n s  a l l 
around.”

Both sides benefi ted.
“We were able to get a 

couple asks we wanted,” 
Sizeland said. “They 
were able to get a couple 
asks they wanted.”

Both sides met in the 
middle with consecutive 
wage increases of 3.5 
percent, 3.5 percent and 
3 percent.

“I’m proud of it,” 
Sizeland said. “We want 
our employees to be 
happy and comfortable 
in their work environ-
ment.”

During conversations 
with four public works 
employees, including 
one who asked to be 

quoted in the Grosse 
Pointe News, prior to last 
Saturday’s Kercheval 
After 6 street fair, none 
had anything to say.

Members of the city 
council Monday, June 
2 9 ,  u n a n i m o u s l y 
approved the new agree-
ment subject to review 
by the city attorney.

The vote took place 
one day before the old 
contract expired.

According to  an 
explanatory  memo 
Sizeland provided the 
council, provisions of the 
contract include:
◆ restructuring and 

retitling DPW positions 
into a new utility opera-

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Park DPW gets three raises

See DPW, page 3A

ST. CLAIR SHORES — 
Former Grosse Pointe 
South High School boys 
hockey coach Ben 
Warda was arraigned 
Wednesday, July 1, in 
Macomb County 40th 
District Court on one 
count of criminal sexual 
conduct in the third de-
gree, which involves 
force or coercion.

M a c o m b  C o u n t y 
P r o s e c u t o r  P e t e r 
Lucido’s offi ce verifi ed 
to the Grosse Pointe 
News that the complain-
ant is an adult female.

A press release from 
Lucido’s offi ce said the 
a l l e g e d  i n c i d e n t 
occurred Saturday, June 
13, on Warda’s boat 
while it was docked at a 
marina in St. Clair 
Shores.

Warda, 38, faces up to 
15 years in prison if con-
victed. He is scheduled 
for a probable cause 
conference at 8:30 a.m. 
Tuesday, July 14, in 40th 
District Court. His bond 
was set at $50,000 cash/
surety, which he paid.

A letter sent at 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 1, from 
Grosse Pointe Public 
School System Acting 

Superintendent Roy 
Bishop to South families 
stated: “This afternoon, 
the Grosse Pointe Public 
School System was 
i n f o r m e d  b y  l a w 
enforcement that a 
member of the boys 
South High School var-
sity hockey coaching 
staff  was arrested, 
charged and arraigned 
with criminal sexual 
conduct in the third 
degree. Based on the 
information currently 
available, the allega-
tions do not involve 
GPPSS students or staff.

Former South hockey coach 
arraigned on CSC charge
By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

See CHARGE, page 5A
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swamped and the boat 
was just going in circles,” 
Paschke said. “I’m not 
sure if they were able to 
put it in neutral or 
because the engine was 
out of the water, but it 
fi nally stopped.”

The seven people on 
board the distressed ves-
sel jumped into the water 
and Paschke was able to 
maneuver his 43-foot 
Pursuit close enough to 
rescue them as their boat 
sank.

“It really was a mira-
cle,” Gina Paschke said. 
“If we hadn’t stopped at 
the yacht club, we never 
would have been able to 
get back to them in time.”

She added her hus-
band’s actions were 
“heroic” and credited 
him with saving seven 
lives.

“He’s a very experi-
enced sailor (Paschke is 
considered an ‘Old Goat,’ 
having sailed in more 
than  25  Bayv iew 
Mackinac races) and 
knew just how to get 
close enough in the wind 

to get everyone out of the 
water without anyone 
getting hurt,” she said. 

Dave Paschke said he 
gives a lot of credit to his 
three passengers — Egan 
Sullivan, Buck Rahm and 
Joey Michelotti — for 
helping with the rescue.

“They’re young, strong 
guys and were able to 
pull them all in,” he said.

Their daughter Grace 
Paschke said everyone 
was in shock when they 
returned to the yacht 
club.

Dave Paschke added 

he wanted to be clear 
that the people on the 
other boat didn’t do any-
thing wrong.

“It was engine trouble, 
which a lot of boats have 
at one time or another,” 
he said. “They couldn’t 
do anything about it.”

according to Boating 
Magazine.

Thiel didn’t know 
where the boat was 
rented, but said it had 
been returned to its own-
ers.

“Preliminary investiga-

tion is showing this is an 
accident,” according to 
the release.

One of the golden rules 
of boater safety is to turn 
off the engine and remove 
the ignition key before 
someone hops off to 
swim.

“A typical three-blade 
propeller running at 3,200 
rpm can infl ict 160 cuts in 

one second, traveling 
from head to toe on an 
average person in less 
than one-tenth of a sec-
ond,” according to a fre-
quently cited statistic in 
“Boat Propeller Safety,” 
in the Nov. 21, 2011, issue 
of  Boating Safety 
Magazine.

“As the boating season 
continues, we encourage 

all boaters to make safety 
a priority by ensuring 
engines are turned off 
before anyone enters or 
exits the water, remain-
ing aware of passengers’ 
locations at all times and 
following safe boating 
practices to help prevent 
similar incidents,” Park 
police in a follow-up state-
ment said.

RESCUE:
Continued from page 1A

BOATER:
Continued from page 1A

MONDAY, JULY 13

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Election Commission meet-
ing, 6:30 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Rescheduled City Council 
meeting, 7 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Farms City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ City of Grosse Pointe City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
 ◆ Grosse Pointe Park City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

TUESDAY, JULY 14

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Tree Board meeting, 7:30 
a.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Shores Finance Committee meeting, 
9 a.m.

 ◆ Main Street Grosse Pointe Board of Directors meet-
ing, 6:30 p.m.

 ◆ Grosse Pointe Woods Citizens’ Recreation 
Commission meeting, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, JULY 18

 ◆ Park Farmers Market, 9 a.m. to noon at Kercheval 
and Lakepointe.

The Week Ahead

tor career ladder tied to 
water distribution licens-
ing,
◆ eliminating reduced 

starting wage percent-
ages for new hires,
◆ increasing the city’s 

457 retirement match by 
1 percent for existing 
participants,
◆ maintaining health 

savings account contri-
butions ($750 sin-
gle/$1,500 family) and
◆ continuing health 

insurance opt-out incen-
t ives  ($6 ,000 s in-
gle/$7,500 family).

“The agreement also 
creates several new non-
union administrative 
positions (deputy clerk, 
accounts payable clerk 
and permit technician),” 
Sizeland wrote. “(It) 
moves the facilities oper-
ations manager into the 
bargaining unit under a 
memo of understanding, 

updates insurance lan-
guage, swaps Juneteenth 
for Presidents Day begin-
ning in 2027, revises 
grievance and probation-
ary procedures and 
includes numerous 
updates to bring the con-
tract into compliance 
with current law and city 
practices.”

DPW:
Continued from page 2A

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS — The neigh-
borhood around the in-
tersection of Fairholme 
and Fairford is close-
knit, but one family’s 
struggle with cancer has 
made it even more so.

“We have received 
overwhelming kindness 
from the people around 
us,” said Jay Turner, 
who was diagnosed with 
colorectal cancer a year 
ago.

It started with a can 
drive the Turner family 
conducted to raise 
money to pay sports reg-
istration fees for their 

sons,  Murphy and 
Dempsey.

“Everyone has been so 
great,” Turner said, 
“making sure the boys 
get to practice and drop-
ping off meals.”

Staff from Grosse 
Pointe North High 
School, where Turner’s 
wife, Jessica, is a coun-
selor, also have been 
bringing the family 
meals.

After three surgeries, 
chemotherapy and radi-
ation, Turner was in 
remission until a PET 
scan in May revealed 
some spots on the lymph 
nodes in his lungs.

Another neighbor, 
Erin Shuboy, started a 

GoFundMe campaign 
last month.

“The Turner family 
has always been an 
important part of our 
community,” the page 
reads.

“Whether it’s on the 
sidelines at soccer 
games, supporting swim 
meets or roaming the 
halls at local schools, 
you’re likely to fi nd one 
of them lending a hand 
or sharing a smile. 
They’re always fi nding a 
way to lend a helping 
hand and now they’re 
facing a challenge no 
family should have to 
face alone.”

As of press time, it had 
raised $12,760 out of a 

goal of $16,000 through 
129 donations. It can be 
found at shorturl.at/
qZhUd.

Also last  month, 
11-year-old Tessa Gee 
decided to host a lemon-
ade stand to raise money 
for the Turners, enlisting 
the help of friends Hadie 
Delmont, 6, and Mahra 
Delmont, 10.

“We wanted to do 
something nice to help 
them,” said Gee, who 
previously hosted a lem-
onade stand to raise 
money for the Grosse 
Pointe Animal Adoption 
Society and knows the 
Turner boys from school.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

The kindness of neighbors

From left, 
Tessa Gee, 
Hadie 
Delmont 
and Mahra 
Delmont 
in front of 
their lem-
onade 
stand.

COURTESY 
PHOTO

See KINDNESS, page 4A

GROSSE POINTE 
FARMS — A Farms fami-
ly is unharmed after a 
42-year-old Warren man, 
attempting to hide from 
police, broke into their 
home and barricaded 
himself inside an upstairs 
bedroom with their two 
young children around 
9:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
July 1. 

Charles Edward Earl, 
who initially was being 
sought by offi cers for a 
run-of-the-mill soft drink 
theft from Mr. C’s Deli, 
escalated matters expo-
nential ly  when he 
entered a home near the 
corner of Webster and 
Calvin through an 
unlocked sliding back 
door.  

“We were setting up a 
s e a r c h  p e r i m e t e r , 
because the business 
owner who was chasing 
him lost sight of him … 
and that’s when I heard 
the screaming from 
inside the house,” said 
Sgt. Mike Ryan, who ulti-
mately would single-

handedly apprehend the 
suspect. “From the 
amount of screaming I 
heard, I knew there 
wasn’t a lot of time to 
waste, so I ended up 
kicking in the front 
door.”

The offi cer fi rst came 
in contact with the home-
owner — “All he knew 
was that he saw one per-
son inside of his house 
and now there’s another 
person kicking in his 
front  door,”  Ryan 
acknowledged — before 
being directed upstairs, 
where the mother was 
trying to force her way 
into a bedroom, scream-
ing her children were 
inside. 

The man, who did not 
have any weapons on 
him, was using his body 
weight to hold the door 
closed. He is 6 feet, 2 
inches and 260 pounds. 

“With some very strong 
words, I got him to back 
away from the door, 
which allowed me to 
push through and then 
get him onto the ground 

Children 
trapped in 
home invasion
Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

See TRAPPED, page 4A
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The Grosse Pointes 
have produced no short-
age of well-accom-
p l i s h e d  p e o p l e : 
professional athletes; 
Olympic medal ists ; 
Grammy, Tony and 
Academy Award win-
ners and titans of indus-
try.

Most likely, however, 
there’s just one who has 
an asteroid named after 
them. And we’re talking 
about a legitimate aster-
oid name recognized by 
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Astronomical Union 
(IAU), not those silly 
registries where you pay 
$50 to “name a star after 
a loved one.”

Enter Asteroid 36994 
Pugel, named for Shores 
resident Betsy Pugel, 
who spent her career as 
a NASA physicist.

“I was really surprised 
when my colleagues told 
me they’d applied for it,” 
Pugel said. “It’s unreal.
Truly an honor.”

Although Pugel did 
have one question when 
she learned about the 
honor.

“I asked if it was dan-
gerous,” she laughed. “I 
wouldn’t want my name 
on it if it was going to 
head toward Earth!”

Pugel said the asteroid 
is about the size of 
Manhattan, or roughly 
2 3  s q u a r e  m i l e s . 
According to the IAU, it 
orbits between Mars and 
Jupiter around every 4.3 
years.

The reason for the 
naming came from a 
2019 NASA project 
Pugel worked on to 
retrieve pieces of a mete-
orite that came off the 

asteroid and landed in 
the Pacifi c Ocean.

“You’d think it would 
be easy, but we had to 
do a lot of inventing 
along the way,” Pugel 
said. “We were on a 
research vessel, working 
around the clock and 
had to come up with 
some creative ideas to 
solve complex problems 
in order to retrieve mete-
orite fragments.”

The team fi nally was 
able to gather a few 
samples from the mete-
orite using an unmanned 
submersible vehicle and 
the tools they invented 
on ship while exploring 
the seabed.

“We couldn’t retrieve 
the whole thing, but we 
were able to gather some 
evidence around it that 
were about the size of 
marbles,” Pugel added. 
“It gave us conclusive 
evidence that it came 
from that asteroid.”

Pugel grew up in the 
Woods, attending Ferry 

Elementary School. Her 
family moved to the 
Shores while she was at 
Parcells Middle School.

“I really struggled in 
middle school because I 
didn’t know if I wanted 
to be a poet or an artist 
or a scientist,” she 
recalled. “I probably 
spent as much time at 
the Detroit Institute of 
Arts as I did the Detroit 
Science Center.”

But Pugel said “some-
thing clicked” when she 
realized how much she 
loved math.

“There was no one 
moment, because there’s 
creativity in physics the 
same as in art,” she said. 
“When I told my parents 
my choice, they were 
delighted.”

When it came time for 
high school, however, 
Pugel didn’t follow the 
same path as her older 
siblings, who all went to 
Grosse Pointe North 
High School. Instead, 
she chose Our Lady Star 

of the Sea, which closed 
its high school after the 
1992-93 school year.

“I kind of nerded out 
in middle school and 
wanted a smaller class 
environment for high 
school,” she said. “It was 
a marvelous experience. 
I owe them a lot of credit 
because they were 
STEM before STEM was 
a thing.”

Pugel got her bache-
lor’s degree in physics 
from the University of 
Michigan, then had her 
first experience with 
NASA while getting her 
master’s degree at the 
University of Illinois.

“I did a summer intern-
ship with NASA in grad-
uate school, but NASA 
was never on my radar,” 
she said. “I had done 
some work at the GM 
Tech Center in high 
school, so I thought I 
would go that route or 
pursue a career in aca-
demics.”

She worked for NASA 

part time while getting 
her doctorate in physics 
at the University of 
Maryland, then joined 
full time after securing 
her Ph.D. 

“It’s great to pivot 
toward neat stuff,” Pugel 
said. “Life is like that 
when you’re open to 
new things.”

During her career, 
Pugel worked on a vari-
ety of missions, includ-
ing the Mars rovers, 
several Mars orbiters, 
most  recent ly  the 
ESCAPADE spacecraft 
— which will arrive at 
Mars this  year — 
DAVINCI, which is 
planned to study Venus 
in 2030, and the recently 
returned Artemis II, the 
f irst  crewed f l ight 
beyond Earth’s orbit 

since 1972.
“I’ve worked with 

some wonderful teams,” 
she said. “Every project 
has been great for its 
own reasons.”

In her spare time, 
Pugel enjoys swimming, 
gardening, cooking, 
playing the cello and, of 
course, science.

“I still do science 
though,” she laughed. “I 
recently completed a 
paper with a colleague 
regard ing  humans 
returning to the moon to 
an area we’ve never 
been to before.”

Pugel explained that 
since the creation of a 
moon base will eventu-
ally take place, the paper 
deals with what types of 
microbial life could 
grow there.

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

Shooting for the stars

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE SCHMIDT OCEAN INSTITUTE

Betsy Pugel aboard the Research Vessel Falkor 
looking at meteorite debris obtained with a special-
ized retrieval tool.

This image, courtesy of NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory Small Body 
Database, shows the location of Asteroid 36994 Pugel as of today, July 9, in 
relation to nearby planets.

“They contacted us to 
see if it was OK, which 
we appreciated,” Turner 
said. “It was interesting 
someone as young as her 
would want to do some-
thing like that.”

The girls spent a few 
days preparing, making 
signs, handing out fl iers 

to neighbors and spread-
ing the word on social 
media. They ended up 
raising $500 in three 
hours.

“It was a pretty cool 
day,” said Kara Gee, 
Tessa’s mom. “A lot of 
people stopped by to 
donate money without 

even taking any lemon-
ade. One person dropped 
off a big jar of coins that 
ended up having about 
$120 in it.”

Turner said his family 
is very appreciative for 
all the support.

“There’s just so much 
kindness here.”

Continued from page 3A

KINDNESS:

and in handcuffs,” Ryan 
said. “It was defi nitely an 
adrenaline-pumping sit-
uation. I just happened 
to be at the right place at 
the right time.”

The 9- and 11-year-old 
boys, who had been in 
bed for the night, were 
unharmed. 

“Both of those boys 
were very brave,” Ryan 
said. “They kept their 
composure, credit to 
them.” 

The suspect is a habit-

ual offender with a long 
criminal history includ-
ing bank robbery, assault 
with intent to commit 
murder, felonious assault 
and felony child abuse. 

“Sgt. Ryan did an 
excellent job with 
restraint and with pro-
f e s s i o n a l i s m  w i t h 
addressing the situation 
and not knowing what is 
going on inside except 
for the fact that you hear 
frantic screaming for 
he lp , ”  sa id  Ke i th 
Colombo, detective in 
charge of the case. “And 
then knowing that a per-
son may have just bro-

ken into this house, he 
took it upon himself to 
immediately react to that 
and address the situa-
tion.”

Per the Wayne County 
Prosecutor, Earl is being 
charged with home inva-
sion, a 20-year felony, 
and two counts of unlaw-
fu l  impr i sonment , 
15-year felonies, for trap-
ping the children in their 
room. 

He’s facing possible 
life imprisonment and 
won’t be getting out any-
time soon, as his bond 
was set at $250,000, no 
10 percent.  

“We spent some time 
there talking with the 
children and letting them 
know that nobody was 
injured and there was no 
intent for anybody to 
injure Mom, Dad or 
themselves,” Colombo 
added. “We assured 
them that this individual 
will be in custody for 
quite a while.”

Earl was arraigned 
before Farms Judge 
Charles Berschback 
Friday, July 3, and is 
scheduled back in court 
for a probable cause con-
f e r e n c e  a t  n o o n 
Wednesday, July 15.

TRAPPED:
Continued from page 3A

GROSSE POINTE 
PARK — A fumble-fi n-
gered career criminal 
starred in security vid-
eos showing him steal-
ing a box of youth hock-
ey donations at Rustic 
Cabins  Bar  on 
Kercheval, according to 
investigators enjoying 
his arraignment on mul-
tiple felony counts.

“Every second he was 
in our city, he was on 
camera,” said Park 
D e t e c t i v e  B r a d y 
Baetens, heading the 
case. “He’s a career 
criminal and not a good 
one in my opinion, 
because he’s  been 

caught several times. 
Every aspect of the 
crimes he’s charged 
with (in the Park) was 
caught on camera.”

“This is a perfect 
example of the defini-
t ion of  catching a 
moron , ”  sa id  Dan 
Jensen, executive direc-
tor  of  the  Grosse 
Pointe-Harper Woods 
P u b l i c  S a f e t y 
Foundation.

The foundation in 
2024 donated nearly 
$60,000 worth of out-
door security cameras 
to the sister suburbs.

“It’s always exciting 
to use the cameras to 
assist our law enforce-
ment partners in the 
apprehension of crimi-
nals,” Jensen said.

S u s p e c t  J o s e p h 
Eugene Harris, 33, of 
Detroit, was arraigned 
in municipal  court 
Wednesday, July 1, on 
four felonies and one 
m i s d e m e a n o r  c o n -
nected with actions 
Saturday afternoon, 
June 12. Each felony 
has a four-year maxi-
mum penalty. His sta-
tus  as  a  habi tua l 
offender qualifies him 
for longer sentencing.

He was accused of 
stealing a raffle box 
containing $260 and a 
credit card benefiting 
the Detroit Bulldogs 
Hockey Club.

Judge John Parnell’s 
$10,000 cash-only bond 

Career crook 
makes it easy
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

See CROOK, page 5A
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City of Grosse Pointe

Luck of the draw
A 34-year-old Detroit 

man was cited for not 
having vehicle insur-
ance at  9:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 30, after 
being pulled over at 
Mack and Guilford when 
a random check revealed 
his license plate was 
expired.

Accountability 
An underage boy was 

turned in by his mother 
Saturday, July 4, for 
stealing two fifths of 
vodka from a store in the 
17000 block of Kercheval.

— Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the City of 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Hands free
A 32-year-old Harper 

Woods man was arrested 
on a St. Clair Shores fel-
ony warrant for uttering 

and publishing at 3:58 
p.m. Monday, June 29, 
after being pulled over 
on Moross for a cracked 
front windshield and 
using a cellphone while 
driving. 

Prowler
A 37-year-old Harper 

Woods man was arrested 
for prowling in the 100 
block of Vendome at 
11:46 p.m. Tuesday, June 
30, after residents woke 
to their dogs barking and 
noticed him lurking near 
their vehicles in the 
driveway.

The vehicles were 
locked and the man did 
not have any stolen items 
in his possession. He 
admitted to being a drug 
user — though he said he 
was sober at the time — 
and told offi cers he had 
entered Grosse Pointe 
seeking safety because 
he believed he was being 
chased. 

Ran red
After driving through a 

solid red light at Mack 
and Kerby at 11:21 a.m. 
Wednesday, July 1, a 
30-year-old Detroit man 
was pulled over and 
arrested for driving with 
a suspended license. 

 — Laurel Kraus
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Farms Public Safety, 
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Park

Van entered
A  c o n t r a c t o r 

employed inside a house 
in the area of Charlevoix 
and Somerset reported 
someone between 1 and 
2:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
July 1, stole tools from 
his work van.

Taken were  two 
DeWalt bags containing 

drills and batteries with 
a combined value of 
$200.

Drunk hits tree
Police said a Utica 

woman, 55, failed fi eld 
sobriety tests adminis-
tered in connection with 
her driving into a tree in 
the area of Cadieux and 
C h a r l e v o i x  a t  a n 
u n s p e c i f i e d  t i m e 
Saturday, July 4.

“(She) was located 
walking away from the 
scene (and) arrested,” 
police said.

— Brad Lindberg
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to the Grosse 
Pointe Park Public 
Safety Department, 
(313) 822-7400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Nothing to report per 
dispatch.

Report information 
about crime to Grosse 
Pointe Shores Public 
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Payroll 
problems

A resident in the 1500 
block of South Renaud 
fi led a report around 4 
p.m. Tuesday, June 30, 
that her company’s pay-
roll account was hacked 
and a fake employee 
was added to it, result-
ing in a fraudulent wire 
transfer of  $9,870. 
Another wire transfer 
days later for $17,800 
was blocked. 

She is having her 
computer checked for 
malware.

Not happy 4th
A  2 9 - y e a r - o l d 

Eastpointe man was 

arrested for drunken 
driving around 4 a.m. 
Saturday, July 4, after 
an offi cer spotted him 
sleeping behind the 
wheel of his vehicle 
while it was parked 
halfway across the curb 
o n  M a r t e r  n e a r 
Hawthorne.

He admitted to drink-
ing and a preliminary 
breath test showed his 
blood alcohol content to 
be 0.13 percent.

Lawn 
equipment 
stolen

L a w n  e q u i p m e n t 
worth $1,100 was stolen 
from an open garage in 
the 2100 block of 
Goethe around 10:30 
a.m. Friday, July 3.

—Ted O’Neil
Report information 

about these and other 
crimes to Grosse Pointe 
Woods Public Safety, 
(313) 343-2400.

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

250 years ago.
They cleared brush and 

cut limbs, but not for fi re-
wood or to build a nation 
newly born.

Crews last weekend 
spent their holiday clean-
ing debris from a wind-
storm that blasted 
southeast Michigan just 
before 7 p.m. Friday, July 
3.

Gusts up to 50 mph 
punctuated the 30-mph 
front, according to 
weather reports.

Combined with a 
25-degree temperature 
drop and an hour of rain 
totaling 0.3 inches, the 
area transformed from 
dry to soggy, muggy to 
clammy and orderly to 
unkempt, often in neigh-
borhoods darkened due 
to power outages when 
falling branches hit elec-
tric lines.

Of 235,711 customers 
throughout DTE Energy’s 
service area, 295 were in 
the Park, according to the 

utility’s power outage 
map.

Although by midnight 
many limbs in the city had 
been cleared from road-
ways, including the usual 
suspects — weak-limbed 
silver maples on Harcourt 
— there remained work to 
do.

“Last night after the 
storm hit,” said Tom 
Jenny, head of Park pub-
lic works Saturday 
morning, July 4, “I roughly 
had six to eight guys, plus 
our tree company for the 
larger-diameter trees.”

Areas of the Park hit 
hardest were:
◆ the northeast section 

bounded generally by 
Cadieux and Bishop from 
Mack to below Jefferson,
◆ the lengths of Whittier 

and Audubon,
◆ below Jefferson on 

Whittier and Grand 
Marais,
◆ below Jefferson on 

Middlesex and Lakepointe 
from Essex to Windmill 
Pointe Drive and
◆ the lengths of silver 

maple-dense Harcourt 
and Trombley, plus a 

por t ion  o f  l ower 
Berkshire.

“The damage was 
widespread (and) quite a 
few silver maples,” Jenny 
said. “Two larger trees 
came down in the 
Cabbage Patch. It seemed 
like the north side was hit 
harder than the south 
side.”

By noon Saturday, July 
4, cleanup crews depos-
ited at least three loads of 
ground-up limbs at the 
supplementary parking 
lot of Windmill Pointe 
Park, according to a gate 
attendant.

“The guys are back in 
today making sure road-
ways are open,” Jenny 
said. “They started at 8 
a.m., will work the day 
and be back tomorrow on 
Sunday.”

“It has been a challeng-
ing weekend,” said City 
Forester Michael Gilmore 
early Monday, July 6. 
“We will be cleaning up 
and restoring order for 
the next couple weeks.”

Pockets remained 
without power Monday 
morning, July 6.

PARK:
Continued from page 1A

“Upon learning of 
the charges, the dis-
trict immediately took 
action to ensure the 

individual is no longer 
serving in any capacity 
within our athlet ic 
program,” it contin-
ued. “We are cooperat-
ing ful ly  wi th  law 
enforcement and will 
cont inue  to  do  so 

throughout the investi-
gation.”

W a r d a  b e c a m e 
South’s coach in the 
fall of 2025. His attor-
ney did not immedi-
ately  return a cal l 
requesting comment.

CHARGE:
Continued from page 2A

represented Harris’ lat-
est barrier to liberty. 
He also must deal with 
an outstanding warrant 
from Roseville for retail 
fraud and a domestic 
violence warrant from 
Warren for which there 
was no bond option.

“It couldn’t happen to 
a nicer guy,”  said 
Michele Conlan, co-
owner of Rustic.

Witnesses said Harris 
was accompanied dur-
ing the theft  by a 
woman. Baetens said 
she’s been identified as 
a 32-year-old Detroit 
resident and will be 
arraigned this week.

“Multiple area cam-
eras captured them 
leaving with the box 
containing the money,” 
an officer reported dur-
ing the initial investiga-
tion.

“He concealed the 
box in a booby-style 
golf hat,” Baetens said. 
“He was attempting to 
get the box out and put 
the hat on (behind a 
nearby business). He 
dropped it.”

Cash spilled out.
“A l i t t le clumsy,” 

Baetens said.

C o u r t - a p p o i n t e d 
c o u n s e l  J a m e s 
Czarnecki represented 
Harris during arraign-
ment.

“I’ve reviewed the 
contents of the com-
plaint,” he told Parnell. 
“I’ve had an opportu-
nity to go through that 
with Mr. Harris. We 
waive formal reading of 
the charges and ask 
that a plea of not guilty 
be entered on his 
behalf.”

B a e t e n s ,  c i t i n g 
Harris’  status as a 
habitual offender due 
to convictions in 3rd 
Circuit Court during 
2013 and 2014, for 
receiving and conceal-
ing stolen property and 
armed robbery, respec-
tively, requested the 
$10,000 bond.

“It’s the job of the 
court when determin-
ing bond to consider 
the  nature  of  the 
offense, the likelihood 
of you returning to 
court and the protec-
tion of the public,” 
Parnell told Harris. 
“I’m concerned about 
the severity of those 
charges. Your record is 
alarming. I’m also con-
cerned about your like-
lihood to return to 
court.”

Czarnecki rated the 
terms “reasonable.” He 
said, “I advised Mr. 
Harris there would be a 
cash bond and tether. 
We ask the court to 
adopt those recommen-
dations. I don’t believe 
he’s a flight risk.”

If Harris posts bond 
and is released of the 
domestic violence war-
rant, Parnell ordered he 
wear a GPS tether to 
track his comings and 
goings, which can’t 
include Rustic or any-
th ing  to  do  wi th 
Bulldogs hockey.

Parnell scheduled a 
probable cause confer-
ence Wednesday, July 
8, and a preliminary 
examination 10 a.m. 
Wednesday, July 15.

“Special thanks to the 
Grosse Pointe Public 
Safety Foundation for 
the generous donation 
of cameras,” Baetens 
said. “If it weren’t for 
their generous dona-
t ion,  this  probably 
wouldn’t have been a 
crime we solved.”

C o n l a n  w a s n ’ t 
deterred about hosting 
fundraisers.

“We like to do charity 
events for kid’s high 
school  or  younger 
sports teams,” she said. 
“They can contact us.”

CROOK:
Continued from page 4A

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— Contract negotiations 
with public safety dis-
patchers came and went 
in a blink.

“We met one time,” 
said Madison Scott, chief 
dispatcher and depart-
ment employee since 
2022.

“We met with them for 
a couple hours one day,” 
said Nick Sizeland, city 
manager.

“We settled it in that 
one meeting,” Scott said.

“It was a good conver-
sation with good bargain-
ing,” Sizeland said. 

“There were no surprises 
to the city or union. It 
ended very amicably.”

“Everyone was reason-
able with each other 
about what was brought 
up and asked for,” Scott 
said.

The resulting three-
year agreement featured 
annual pay increases of 3 
percent, 2.5 percent and 
2.5 percent.

During a special meet-
ing at 8 a.m. Monday, 
June 29, members of city 
council unanimously 
approved the terms sub-
ject to review by legal 
counsel. The meeting 
was scheduled to abide 
by terms of the current 

contract, which expired 
the following day.

“Dispatchers voted 
over the weekend for the 
contract,” Sizeland said.

Terms also increased 
the shift differential to 75 
cents per hour, which 
will be paid biweekly 
instead of in lump-sum 
payments, and added 
Juneteenth as a paid hol-
iday.

“Additional economic 
improvements include a 
$500 incentive for 
employees moving their 
457 (retirement) plans to 
M E R S  ( M i c h i g a n 
Employees’ Retirement 

Amiable dispatch deal
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

See DEAL, page 8A

15139 KERCHEVAL, GROSSE POINTE PARK

313-822-5800313-822-5800

106 Years

FREE Pick-up & Delivery in the Pointes

070926

BELDING
CLEANERS.COM

07
09

26
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GROSSE POINTE 7-DAY
WEATHER FORECAST
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Clear
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July 9 – 15

Weather data courtesy of Channel 4, WDIV Detroit • ClickOnDetroit.com
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Pure Grosse Pointe
Located on the corner of Kercheval and St. Clair, Kressbach Plaza is a gathering space lo-
cated in the heart of The Village. The plaza is anchored by a stone fountain and was trans-
formed into a visually appealing area by the “It Takes a Village” public art installation, 
which showcases pieces by local artists. Blue Adirondack chairs add color and provide a 
seating area for passersby to relax, visit and enjoy the art.

I
t seems like e-bikes are e-verywhere you look.

As Staff Writer Laurel Kraus wrote in our 
June 25 edition, local offi cials are taking a 
closer look at the issue.

“I have a challenge even calling them 
e-bikes anymore,” state Sen. Kevin Hertel, 

D-St. Clair Shores, said. “These are basically motor-
cycles with an electric motor that can do 40 mph.” 

Hertel and state Rep. Veronica Paiz, D-Harper 
Woods, last month hosted a roundtable discussion 
with elected offi cials and public safety offi cers from 
around the Pointes and Harper Woods.

The discussion was held at Grosse Pointe Woods 
City Hall, which has a relatively strict ordinance 
compared to surrounding communities. It prohibits 
operating unlicensed motorized vehicles — includ-
ing e-bikes — on sidewalks, alleys, parking lots, 
school grounds and playgrounds.

Under current state law, e-bikes are allowed to 
travel wherever bicycles are permitted, unless pro-
hibited by local restrictions. Any e-bike that travels 
faster than 30 mph is considered a moped, which 
requires registration and a license to operate.

While it is still in the early stages, the City of 
Grosse Pointe is considering making The Village a 
downtown courtesy zone — or “Walk your Wheels” 
zone — in response to increasing safety concerns 
regarding the rapid surge of teenagers and children 
riding e-bikes throughout the communities.

“We’ve been seeing e-bikes and e-scooters for a 
couple years,” City Public Safety Director John 
Alcorn said. “But in the last year, it seems like maybe 
Santa was very generous around Christmastime and 
everybody got one. There’s just so many more of 
them and they accelerate so fast, so quickly.” 

The City is open to input from businesses and res-
idents as it explores implementing the zone, which 
would stretch along Kercheval between Cadieux and 
Neff, as well as all the parking lots and alleys 
attached to The Village. 

“E-bikes, scooters, pedal bikes, everything,” Alcorn 
said of the concept. “It would be, ‘Please ride to The 
Village. We want you there. But once you get there, 
hop off your bikes and walk them.’” 

One of the problems with e-bikes is how quiet they 
are. They pose a threat to pedestrians and shoppers 
exiting local businesses.

Jim Bostock, public safety director in the Park, 
said his department is stressing education over 
enforcement for now as he deals with three separate 
business districts.

“We’re putting the message out on social media 
about the dangers and responsibilities of riding these 
things, aimed at both kids and parents,” he told the 
Grosse Pointe News. “A lot of it comes down to com-
mon courtesy.”

Bostock also said he is awaiting further direction 
from the state.

Michigan law legalized the use of e-bikes in 2017, 
at that time creating a three-class system to defi ne 
how they are regulated. Class 1 e-bikes are equipped 
with a motor that provides assistance only when the 
rider is pedaling and stops assisting at 20 mph. Class 
2 e-bikes are equipped with a throttle that can propel 
the bike without pedaling and stops assisting at 20 
mph. Class 3 e-bikes are pedal-assist only and capa-
ble of assisting up to 28 mph. 

For this third class, riders must be at least 14 years 
old and are required to wear a helmet if they’re ages 
14 to 17. 

Chief Alcorn’s comment about Santa being gener-

E-bikes. 
E-nuff!

ous hits at the heart of the issue. What is wrong 
with a regular bike like the kind we all grew up 
riding?

According to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, some 14.7 million, or 20 per-
cent, of youths between the ages of 2 and 19 
nationally are obese. That goes up to 22 percent 
when looking just at those ages 12 to 19.

The National Institute for Health Care 
Management Foundation says 33 percent of 
Michigan youths birth to 17 are considered 
obese or overweight. Obese means having a 
Body Mass Index in the 95th percentile or above 
compared to children the same age and gender. 
Overweight is having a BMI in the 85th to 94th 
percentile.

Maybe parents who buy e-bikes for their kids 
can set some parameters, such as letting them 
use it every other day, alternating between that 
and riding a regular bike.

We also hope parents will stress to their chil-
dren to walk their bike, regardless of what kind, 
through any crowded area.

OUR VIEW

Many thanks
To the Editor:

On behalf of the Grosse Pointe Animal 
Adoption Society (GPAAS), the proud fun-
draising arm for the Grosse Pointe Woods 
K-9 Program, I would like to extend our 
deepest gratitude to our community and a 
wonderful local business for making our 
June 30 fundraiser an overwhelming suc-
cess. 

The team at Salvatore Scallopini in 

Grosse Pointe Woods generously stepped 
up to support our cause, donating an 
incredible 30 percent of all lunch, dinner, 
dine-in and carry-out sales for the day. 
Thanks to the extraordinary turnout 
from our community, we were told it was 
the highest-grossing Tuesday in the res-
taurant’s history. 

An outstanding response like this 
requires incredible teamwork. We can-
not thank owner Dida Paloka and the 
entire staff at Salvatore Scallopini 
enough for their hard work, seamless 
coordination and immense generosity 
throughout the day. Sharon Peters, a 
member of the GPW K-9 organizing 
team, was also instrumental in getting 
this event off the ground and propelling 
it toward success. 

Most importantly, we want to thank 
everyone who came out to share a great 
meal and back our mission. Your over-
whelming support ensures that K-9 Arcos 
and Offi cer Duncan Gill have the vital 
resources they need, directly helping to 
make our community safer and more effi -
cient. 

We will be transferring these donations 
to the city of Grosse Pointe Woods to 
help with the purchase and outfi tting of 
a new K-9 vehicle for Arcos and Offi cer 
Gill. That vehicle will be hitting the 
streets of Grosse Pointe Woods and the 
surrounding area very soon. 

We are incredibly fortunate to live and 
work in a community that rallies so 
strongly behind its K-9 program. 

With sincere gratitude, 
CORINNE MARTIN 

Executive Director Grosse Pointe Animal 
Adoption Society (GPAAS)

Well said
To the Editor:

Brad Lindberg’s piece (“The Pelley prin-
ciple,” published June 18, 2026) putting in 
proper perspective the huffy and self-
important sign-off of Scott Pelley is a real 
gem. Perfectly written as I read it. Thank 
you, Brad, for your excellent work and 
realistic estimation of the life and work of 
a real journalist. Bravo!

FRAN TWIDDY
Grosse Pointe Farms

Well done
To Movie Junkie Mark:

I’ve written before to compliment you on 
very good movie picks and reviews.

We’ve watched many of your selections 
and they were right on! I rarely have seen 
the movies you recommend.

 So I relish the selections! I think there 
was only one that we didn’t share the same 
appreciation for! That’s a great track 
record!

We watched your most recent, “Looking 
Through Water” and really enjoyed it. Just 
as you wrote in the review!

Keep up the good work.
DAVE SCHUMACHER

Grosse Pointe Woods



Correction
The July 2 Our View, a 

repr in t ing  of  the 
D e c l a r a t i o n  o f 
Independence, should 
have begun with “When 
in the Course of human 
events …”

GROSSE POINTE NEWS, JULY 9, 2026

OP-ED  |  7A

070926

(313) 963-6255 | www.dumoart.com | @dumouchelles

409 East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, MI 48226
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W
h i l e 
much 
of my 
l i f e 
r e -
volves 

around sports, I admit I 
have never followed soc-
cer very closely. I would la-
bel myself as a casual soc-
cer fan. The kind whose in-
terest is piqued every four 
years during the FIFA 
World Cup to watch the 
best players in the world 
face each other and, of 
course, cheer on the 
United States Men’s 
National Team. 

With the U.S. being 
eliminated after a loss to 
Belgium in the Round of 
16 on Monday, July 6, 
some might say their 
interest in the World Cup 
is waning. However, this 
World Cup has pulled me 
in and kept me excited for 
the action more than the 
last few editions of the 
tournament. What is keep-
ing me on the edge of my 
seat for this World Cup is 
simply the quality of many 
of the games, especially as 
the knockout stages have 

begun. 
The ultimate under-

dogs, Cape Verde, took 
Lionel Messi and defend-
ing world champions 
Argentina to the brink in 
extra time Friday, July 3, 
nearly pulling off what 
would have been one of 
the biggest upsets in 
international sports his-
tory. Mexico played a 
thriller against England 
on Sunday, July 5, on 
their home turf at the 
Estadio Azteca in a game 
that was full of drama 
from beginning to end. 
Spain scored a game-
winner in the 90th minute 
to defeat its neighbor 
Portugal and the great 
Cristiano Ronaldo. Erling 
Haaland and Norway are 
on their best World Cup 
run ever, taking down 
Brazil to reach the quar-
terfi nals for the fi rst time.

Every World Cup has its 
defining moments, but 
this year’s tournament 
already feels like one peo-
ple will be talking about 
for generations. Which is 
why no matter how big of 
a soccer fan you consider 
yourself to be, you should 
not let the United States’ 
elimination stop you from 
watching the rest of the 
tournament. 

Sure, it is disappointing 
the way the U.S. went 
down against Belgium. 

With everything surround-
ing the game before kick-
off, which could be an 
entirely different article on 
its own, the U.S. letting 
Belgium control much of 
the game and win 4-1 was 
anticlimactic. It seemed 
like further proof of just 
how far behind our 
nation’s men’s soccer pro-
gram is when it comes to 
competing on the interna-
tional stage (I specify the 
men’s program because 
the U.S. Women’s National 
Team has more than 
proven its international 
standing with four World 
Cup championships).

That said, do not let the 
United States’ loss turn 
you away from the rest of 
the World Cup. The story-
lines and the games them-
selves so far in this year’s 
tournament have helped 
remind me and so many 
other sports fans why the 
World Cup is one of the  
greatest global sporting 
events, if not the greatest. 
Even as a self-admitted 
casual soccer fan, I have 
been wanting to watch as 
much of the action as I 
possibly can, because you 
never know when the next 
great moment is going to 
come — and there will 
surely be more as the 
stakes grow higher in 
these final weeks of the 
tournament.

World Cup serves as reminder of 
why soccer is ‘the beautiful game’

I  S AY  By Mike Adzima

1951 
75 years ago this week

PARK APPROVES 
DEFENSE BUDGET: The 
City of Grosse Pointe Park 
council approved a $2,500 
budget for civil defense, to 
cover a six-month period 
starting July 1, presented 
at the regular council 
meeting by Capt. Milton 
R. Wortley, civil defense 
director for the Park. The 
sum is greater than the 
Park’s proportionate 
share of the overall civil 
defense budget, which is 
$940.21, for the six-month 
period. The additional 
allotment will finance 
such purchases as are not 
deemed essentials for all 
municipalities.

MANY NEW SCHOOL 
CLASSROOMS TO BE 
AVAILABLE BY FALL: 
Construction work is pro-
gressing satisfactorily on 
all four of the Pointe 
School District’s major 
building projects, it was 
stated this week. It is 
assured that many new 
classrooms and other edu-
cational facilities will be 
ready for use by the time 
the new school term starts 
early in September.

1976
50 years ago this week

B O A R D  E Y E S 
DISTURBANCES: The 
Board of Education has 
wasted no time in embark-
ing on a community-wide 
campaign to curb the type 
of student disturbances 

and vandalism that marred 
the last days of the 1976 
school year in The Pointe. 
Spurred by the June 1 inci-
dent at South High School 
where about 500 students 
gathered, with one police 
offi cer being injured in the 
ruckus, the Board is call-
ing for city officials and 
parents alike to help them 
devise a program to halt 
end of year pranks at the 
schools.

2001
25 years ago this week

FARMS STUDIES 
PARKING DECK FOR 
RICHARD LOT: In an 
effort to fi nd parking for a 
proposed private building 
on the Hill, the Farms is 
looking at building a park-
ing deck on the Richard 
municipal lot. But while 
the parking deck idea has 
made it to the drawing 
stage, the Grosse Pointe 
Public School System was 
unaware of the plan until 
a Grosse Pointe News 
reporter sought the dis-
trict’s comment on the idea.

2016
10 years ago this week

P A R K  H O N O R S 
THOMAS: She may not 
wield the gavel, but Court 
Administrator Susan 
Thomas is definitely the 
one who keeps order in 
the Park Municipal Court. 
And for her outstanding 
administrative skills, 
Thomas recently was 
n a m e d  C o u r t 
Administrator of the Year 
by the Michigan Court 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r s 
Association.

FOWLER EARNS 
SPOT IN STATE HALL 
OF FAME: Grosse Pointe 
Farms resident John 
Fowler was named to the 
Michigan High School 
Lacrosse Coaches Hall 
of Fame class of 2016. 
The induction ceremo-
nies took place June 12 
between the Senior 
Showcase Lacrosse 
games at  Br ighton 
High School. Fowler is 
a coach and teacher 
a n d  w o r k e d  f o r 
Univers i ty  L igget t , 
Grosse Pointe South, 
Warren De La Salle 
and Troy Athens.

YESTERDAY’S HEADLINES

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Grosse Pointe 
Woods Planning Commission, under the provisions of Public 
Act 110 of 2006, MCL 125.3101 as amended, and Grosse 
Pointe Woods City Code of 2022 Chapter 50, Article 7, 
Section 50-7.15, will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday, July 
28th, 2026 at 7:00 p.m., at City Hall in the Council Chamber/
Courtroom (20025 Mack Plaza Drive, Grosse Pointe Woods, 
MI 48236) for the purpose of considering a special land use 
at 20439 Mack Avenue (Parcel ID: 007-03-0031-000). The 
subject site is zoned the C, Commercial Business District 
where a Miscellaneous Business Establishment (a proposed 
golf simulator) is considered a Special Land Use.

All interested persons are invited to attend and will be given 
the opportunity for public comment. The public may appear 
in person or be represented by counsel. Written comments 

Plaza Drive, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236, or at 
cityclerk@gpwmi.us up to close of business preceding the 
hearing. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids 
or services at the meeting should contact the Grosse Pointe 

the meeting. The agenda and pertinent documents will be 
available at www.gpwmi.us.

For additional project information, contact the Building and 
Planning Department at (313) 343-2426 or e-mail: building@
gpwmi.us.

 Paul P. Antolin
 City ClerkG.P.N.: 07/09/26

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
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CITY OF HARPER WOODS

HARPER WOODS, MICHIGAN 48225

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that copies of the 2025 Consumer’s Annual Report on Drinking 
Water Quality for the City of Harper Woods are available to the public fee of charge at the 

CITY OF HARPER WOODS

City Clerk

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS Board 
of Zoning Appeals will hold a Public Hearing on 7/13/2026 at 7:00 p.m. at the Grosse 
Pointe Farms City Hall located at 90 Kerby Rd. to consider a petition submitted from 
the owner of the property located at 23 McKinley. The applicant requests the required 

In order to proceed with the plans, the following approval is required:
 

All interested citizens are requested to attend the Hearings. Public comments will 
be received during the Public Hearing, orally. If you are unable to be present at the 

City Hall, 90 Kerby Road, Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236 or through the www.
grossepointefarms.org/publiccomment, by 12:00 p.m. the date of the hearing. For 
detailed instructions on how to observe or participate in the meeting please contact the 

Published: Grosse Pointe News 7/9/2026

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

7/13/202690 Kerby Road 7:00 p.m.

System),” Sizeland wrote in a memo to 
council.

The 457 plan lets retirees withdraw 
funds without penalty as soon as they 
leave the Park’s employ regardless of 
age.

City contributions to dispatcher 
health savings accounts were 
increased to $750 per individual or 

$1,500 per family. Health insurance 
opt-out payments were set at $6,000 
per person or $7,500 per family.

“The agreement also updates vaca-
tion and personal leave language, 
allows employees a one-time option 
to convert to the defi ned contribution 
pension plan by Dec. 31, clarifies 
tuition reimbursement, expands hol-
iday benefi ts for part-time dispatch-
ers  and inc ludes  numerous 
housekeeping revisions,” Sizeland 
wrote.

DEAL:
Continued from page 5A

Grosse Pointe heavy metal vocalist 
Derek Jendza, top left, takes the mic 
with bandmates Artificial Agent at 
7:45 p.m. Saturday, July 11, during 
the Uncle Sam Jam Festival in 
Woodhaven. The set list is sure to fea-
ture cuts from the band’s sixth album, 
“Prismatic,” released recently and 
available on major streaming plat-
forms.

“‘Prismatic’ captures themes of 
chaos, survival, rebellion and trans-
formation,” said Jendza, of the City of 
Grosse Pointe. “The record combines 
sharp riffs, soaring melodies and 
relentless intensity into a sound that 
reflects the spirit of Detroit rock 
music.”

Artifi cial Agent is regularly nomi-
nated for the Detroit Music Awards. 

In the lineup are, top right, Derek’s 
brother, Bradley Jendza, on bass gui-
tar; and, clockwise, drummer Karl 
Crafton and lead guitarist Mike 
Elgert.

Derek Jendza said “Prismatic” drew 
inspiration from classic hard rock and 
metal while pushing a modern edge. 
“Prismatic” delivers a fi erce blend of 
modern aggression, melodic hooks 
and the unapologetic energy that is 
the band’s trademark.

The Uncle Sam Jam runs Thursday, 
July 9, through Sunday, July 12, at 
Civic Center Park, 23977 Hall Road, 
Woodhaven. Admission and the con-
certs are free. Parking costs $15. For 
information about carnival rides, a 
car show, fi reworks and more, visit 
uncle-sam-jam.com.

Rockin’ in the free world
COURTESY PHOTO

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— The latest tests of Park 
drinking water showed 
lead levels far below that 
which cause alarm.

Samplings between 
January and June 2025 
logged lead levels at 
Level 3 of the 90th per-
centile value.

“The 90th percentile 
value means 90 percent 
of the homes tested have 
lead and copper levels 
below the given 90th per-
centile value,” according 
to the report. “If the 
90th percentile value is 
above the action level, 
additional requirements 
must be met.”

Testing is conducted 
annually.

“ T h e  s t a t e  o r 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Environment, Great 
Lakes and Energy 
requires each municipal-
ity, township and village 
to submit an annual 
drinking water quality 
report ,”  said Nick 
Sizeland, city manager. 

“Within that require-
ment, there are multiple 
service locations that we 
provide to the state 
where we’re testing.”

“Together, we remain 
committed to protecting 
public health and main-
taining open communi-
cation with the public 
about our drinking 
water,” Tom Jenny, pub-
lic works director, wrote 
in the report’s introduc-
tion.

Most of the fi ve-page 
report is boilerplate. 
Paragraph after para-
graph defining impuri-
ties, contaminants and 
the health benefits of 
clean water appear in 
reports issued by juris-
dictions throughout both 
of the state’s peninsulas.

For example, “Lead 
can cause serious health 
effects in people of all 
ages, especially pregnant 
people, infants (both for-
mula-fed and breastfed), 
and young children.”

Specific to the Park, 
however, are highlights 
of water system improve-
ments during 2025:

◆ replacement of water 
main and lead service 
lines on Beaconsfield 
between Essex and 
Jefferson costing $1.5 
million and
◆ replacement of water 

main and lead service 
lines on Charlevoix 
between Wayburn and 
Beaconsfield costing 
$1.5 million.

“It’s an annual report 
so residents can see the 
water we get from the 
Great Lakes Water 
Authority (the city’s 
water provider) is of 
good quality,” Sizeland 
said. “We have the assis-
tance of OHM Advisors 
(the city’s consulting 
engineers) to provide 
this report.”

There were no viola-
tions for any regulated 
contaminant: fluoride, 
nitrate, lead, copper, 
chlorine residual, total 
trihalomethanes (TTHM), 
haloacetic acids (HAA5), 
bromate or turbidity.

“We report if we are 
below or above the aver-
ages with parts per bil-
lion,” Sizeland said.

Water tests safe
By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

DETROIT — A Grosse 
Pointe Park man being 
prosecuted for the cre-
ation and possession of 
child pornography 
avoided trial this month 
by entering a plea of 
guilty.

Defendant Nelson 
Otto Ropke, 41, entered 
the plea Thursday, July 
2, in Wayne County 
Circuit Court, Judge 
Darnel la  Wil l iams-
Claybourne presiding.

He was in court for a 

pretrial hearing. During 
an earlier hearing before 
Williams-Claybourne, 
R o p k e ’ s  a t t o r n e y , 
Timothy Dinan, and 
Assistant Prosecuting 
Attorney Tina Ripley 
said they were working 

behind the scene on an 
out-of-court resolution.

“Mr. Ropke accepted a 
plea deal that gives him 
a minimum of 10 to 25 
years in the Michigan 
D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Corrections,” Dinan 
said. “He accepted the 
plea because it was in 
his best interest to do 
so.”

Ropke is due back in 
court July 27 for sen-
tencing.

He’d been in a medical 
facility for heart prob-
lems. Early in the case 

he attended hearings by 
video from a hospital 
bed.

Of the 26 crimes for 
which he was charged, 
the ones carrying the 
longest sentence were 
two counts of aggra-
vated child sexually abu-
sive activity. The charge 
has a maximum penalty 
of 25 years’ incarcera-
tion.

At the core of his deal, 
Ropke pleaded guilty to 
one count of child sexu-
ally abusive activity, 
aggravated; and one 
count of using a com-
puter to commit a crime. 
All other charges were 
dismissed.

Details of the offenses 
are not being reported 
due to their graphic and 
sleazy nature.

They boil down to 
Ropke using a computer 
to distribute “photos and 
videos containing child 
sexually abusive images 
of prepubescent chil-
dren,” including porno-
graphic images onto 
which he pasted images 
of his family members’ 
faces, according to the 
prosecutor’s offi ce.

W a y n e  C o u n t y 
Prosecutor Kym Worthy 
is withholding comment 
until after sentencing.

— Brad Lindberg

Guilty plea in pornography case

As of Tuesday afternoon, 
the traffi c lights re-
mained out at the inter-
section of Mack and 
Allard in Grosse Pointe 
Woods, following storms 
that blew through the 
Pointes late last week.

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

Powerless
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We do Adoptions by appointment almost every day

20542 Harper, (Lennon & Harper) Harper Woods

Call to arrange a Meet and Greet
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HARLOWHARLOW
Female, 2.5 years old,
Pit Bull Terrier Mix, 

Fawn, 55 lbs.

Male, 2 years old,
Boxer Mix,

Tan/White, 53 lbs.

LACEYLACEY BOBBYBOBBY

Ope n Hou s e — Ju ly 11t h a n d Ju ly 25t h, 2026Ope n Hou s e — Ju ly 11t h a n d Ju ly 25t h, 2026

10: 00a m-12: 00pm
fo r Dogs & Cat s

Female, 2.5 years old,
Plott Hound Mix,
Brindle, 60 lbs.

CAGNEYCAGNEY
Female, 2.5 years old,

Plott Hound Mix, 
Brindle, 63 lbs.

GROSSE POINTE PARK 
— An educational nest 
where fledglings chart 
successful lives is a great 
fi t for a family communi-
ty, according to the owner 
of Studio Nido, an early 
childhood education and 
intervention center that 
opened recently on 
Kercheval.

“The goal is to help fi ll 
critical gaps through 
quality interventions and 
provide caregiver train-
ing on how to create lan-
guage-rich environments, 
ultimately setting up the 
children in our communi-
ties for success both now 
and in the future,” Corynn 
Marchesi said.

She opened the studio 
recent ly  at  15312 
Kercheval  between 
N o t t i n g h a m  a n d 
Beaconsfield, less than 
one block from Defer 
Elementary and Pierce 
Middle schools.

“Nido” is Italian for 
“nest.”

“Families are looking 
for childhood education 
resources and extracur-
ricular activities for their 
children,” said Corynn’s 
sister, Rachel Marchesi, a 
former preschool teacher 
and K-12 art educator 
and one of the studio’s 
instructors. “We aim to 

provide that in a way that 
incorporates the entire 
family, so it’s a more 
holistic approach.”

Preparing children to 
become successful adults 
doesn’t happen alone.

“A lot of people are 
looking for resources to 
help their infants and tod-
dlers be set up develop-
mentally on the right 
track, to stay on top of 
stepping stones,” Rachel 
Marchesi said. “With 
younger classes, that’s 
what we aim to provide. 
It’s not just doing it when 
you come to the class, but 

to help you understand 
what you can do at home 
with your child so they 
can hit those marks and 
be set up for lifelong 
learning and develop-
ment.”

Education is part of the 
sisters’ lineage.

“Our dad taught art at 
Grosse Pointe North 
(High School) for 30 
years and we hold a lot of 
love for the area,” Rachel 
Marchesi said. “His fun 
approach to learning and 
art had a huge impact on 
both of us who have 
worked with children for 

the last few decades, 
myself being an art 
teacher and Corynn being 
a speech language pathol-
ogist. Our space offers a 
cozy and playful experi-
ence, as well as many 
resources for families 
and kids.”

Language and develop-
ment classes are avail-
able for students as 
young as 9 months. Open 
art studio instruction is 
for children up to 12 
years old.

“Language skills shape 
how children communi-
cate, build relationships, 

learn and engage with the 
world around them,” 
Corynn Marchesi said. 
“Once I learned that lan-
guage was the foundation 
for everything, I became 
passionate about commu-
nication development in 
early childhood. It is 
essential for making 
social connections with 
peers, academic lan-
guage, literacy and learn-
ing success.”

Flexible scheduling lets 
families attend when 
learning works best for 
them.

“It has gotten a nice 
response from families 
that are busy,” Rachel 
Marchesi said. “You don’t 
have to commit to a sev-
eral-week course. You 
can simply come when it 
works for families’ sched-
ules, which we feel offers 
something much needed 
for those who work from 
home or have busy life-
styles.”

A clinician is available 
for free consultations for 
speech, language and 
communication services 
and services for develop-
mental delays, autism, 
apraxia, speech and 
sound disorders, expres-
sive-receptive language, 
cognitive impairments, 
literacy, stuttering, aug-
mentative and alternative 
communication, deaf and 
hard of hearing services 
and more, according to 
the sisters.

The studio’s concept 
was inspired by the 
Reggio Emilia approach 

to learning, which Rachel 
Marchesi studied through 
a scholarship and 
research grant at Wayne 
State University.

“A lot of parents are 
fami l iar  wi th  the 
Montessori method,” she 
said. “Reggio Emilia is a 
lesser-known cousin of 
that approach. It also 
came from Italy and 
incorporates families 
more. It follows what the 
child’s interests are and 
formulates a lesson or 
curriculum around where 
they naturally gravitate 
as far as subject matter. It 
also regards the child’s 
environment as a third 
teacher. I don’t want peo-
ple to feel put off by a 
new approach. It’s a won-
derful way of looking at 
education. It centers stu-
dents in their learning.”

She encouraged par-
ents to explore Studio 
Nido before signing up.

“Meet the instructors,” 
she said. “Ask questions 
about our approach. We 
want to be approachable 
and help families under-
stand what we offer. They 
can either drop in for a 
class and fill out the 
paperwork when they 
arrive. Or, they can look 
on our website and pre-
register. If they’re spur-
o f - t h e - m o m e n t , 
roll-with-the-punches 
people, they can just drop 
in.”

For more information 
visit theinclusionproject
mi .com/studio-n ido /
classes.

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

Setting up for success

COURTESY PHOTO

The sisters of Studio Nido on Kercheval in Grosse Pointe Park, Corynn 
Marchesi, left, and Rachel Marchesi.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE GROSSE POINTE CHAMBER

The Helm is a nonprofi t dedicated to supporting older adults and their caregivers. Its latest offer-
ing is its Adult Day Center, located in The Village. It provides a safe, engaging environment for se-
niors who need supervision during the day, through social activities, medical monitoring and 
much-needed respite for family members. Visit helmlife.org.

Sweet Pointe Candy, a destination candy shop owned by 
Dave King, was designed to be an experience for all ages, 
featuring nostalgic treats, an interactive fl oor projector for 
kids and a dedicated space for birthday parties. Guests can 
even make a candy charcuterie with expert guidance at 
Sweet Pointe, 15129 Kercheval, Grosse Pointe Park. Visit 
sweetpointecandy.com.

Now serving the Pointes
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CITY OF HARPER WOODS

WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN
OFFICIAL ELECTION NOTICE

TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF HARPER WOODS, COUNTY OF 
WAYNE, STATE OF MICHIGAN. Notice is hereby given that a Primary Election will be held 
in the City of Harper Woods in the County of Wayne, State of Michigan on August 4, 2026 from 

PARTISAN SECTION: State: Governor (1) Representative in Congress 13th District (1) State 
Senator 12th District (1) Representative in State Legislature 11th District (1) County Executive 
(1) Delegates to County Convention and to vote on the following proposal:
AUTHORITY: Wayne County Public Transportation Millage.

The Election will be conducted at the following places:
 PRECINCT NO.  LOCATION   ADDRESS

 #2    City Hall    19617 Harper 
 #3    WCCD University Center  19305 Vernier Rd

All polling locations are fully accessible and have alternative voting instructions.

Applications can also be obtained online at www.harperwoodscity.org or www.michigan.gov/
vote. Voters may obtain a Sample Ballot showing the candidates to be elected and the proposals 

LESLIE M. FRANK, CITY CLERK
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THE GROSSE POINTES 
— The Grosse Pointe 
Public School System 
Board of Education will 
be taking a look at how 
the district deals with 
board member compen-
sation.

For  background , 
board members each 
January at the fi rst meet-
ing are asked what they 
wish to do with their 
compensation, which is 
$30 per meeting up to a 
maximum of 52 meet-
ings per year. Trustees 
can elect to receive the 
money, direct it to a spe-
cifi c program in the dis-
trict or refuse it, meaning 

the money stays in the 
general fund.

As was discussed at a 
Policy Committee meet-
ing last month, however, 
board policy doesn’t 
have a mechanism for 
trustees to direct their 
compensation to organi-
zations within the dis-
trict.

Acting Superintendent 
Roy Bishop explained 
the district previously 
used policy language 
created by a company 
called NEOLA, which 
provides boilerplate pol-
icy language to school 
districts across the 
Midwest and in Florida.

That policy did include 
a provision for trustees 
to make such a determi-

nation. When the district 
switched in 2022 to poli-
cies written by the Clark 
Hill law fi rm, said provi-
sion was not carried 
over.

“Board members can 
always waive their com-
pensation or accept it 
and make their own 
donation,” Jeremy Motz 
of Clark Hill said at the 
Policy Committee meet-
ing. “It’s probably a 
question for the audi-
tors, since trustees work 
on a calendar year and 
the district’s fi scal year 
runs July 1 to June 30.”

Board President Clint 
Derringer, who sits on 
the committee, said he 
“didn’t want to make a 
mountain out of a mole-

hill since the issue 
gained some attention at 
a previous board meet-
ing.”

He was referring to a 
meeting in late April 
when, while reviewing 
the monthly check regis-
ter,  Vice President 
Colleen Worden asked 
why former board mem-
ber Ahmed Ismail was 
paid “$36,000,” even 
though the amount was 
$3,630. Neither Worden 
nor any other board 
member corrected the 
amount before the meet-
ing ended. 

Then-Superintendent 
Andrea Tuttle said 
Ismail and former board 
member Lisa Papas 
requested to be paid 

because the district’s 
business offi ce could not 
provide proof the money 
they asked to be directed 
ever reached their 
desired recipients. 

In a social media post 
after the meeting, Papas 
said in 2021, 2022 and 
2023, she asked the 
money be split between 
the choir programs at 
both high schools. She 
said she became suspi-
cious after realizing she 
had never received any 
recognition from either 
program, especially con-
sidering her longtime 
involvement with the 
Grosse Pointe South 
High School Choir. 
Papas added she missed 
the first meeting in 

January 2024, because 
her father was in the 
hospital, later letting the 
administration know she 
preferred to receive her 
per diem the rest of the 
year. That came to 
$1,020 for 34 meetings.

Ismail asked to be 
compensated for meet-
ings dating back to 2021. 

“When I learned it had 
never been distributed, I 
decided to have them 
send me the check and I 
can send the money 
where I want,” he said at 
the time. “We can only 
get paid for a maximum 
of 52 meetings, but in 
2023, for example, I had 
70 meetings. I was prob-
ably making about $2 an 
hour.”

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

BoE reviewing trustee compensation

Emma O’Donnell of 
Grosse Pointe Park was 
named to the Dean’s List 
for the spring semester at 
Fairfi eld University.

◆◆◆
Evelyn Stahl of Grosse 

Pointe Woods graduated 
with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in sport manage-
ment from York College of 
Pennsylvania.

◆◆◆
Ben Sheffi eld of Grosse 

Pointe Woods graduated 
in May from Bucknell 
University with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree and was 
named to the Dean’s List 
for the spring semester.

◆◆◆
Grosse Pointe Park stu-

dent Cameron Thompson 
was named to the Albion 
College spring 2026 
Dean’s List. This is 
Thompson’s third semes-
ter on the Dean’s List.

◆◆◆
Griffin Klautky of 

Grosse Pointe Farms was 
named to the spring 2026 
Chancellor’s List at the 
University of Arkansas.

◆◆◆
Charlie Janovsky of 

Grosse Pointe Farms 
graduated this spring 
from Marquette University 
with a Bachelor of Science 
degree in operations and 
supply chain manage-
ment.

◆◆◆
Amelia Fly of Grosse 

Pointe Woods graduated 
this spring from Marquette 
University with a doctor-
ate in physical therapy.

◆◆◆
Ann Sullivan of Grosse 

Pointe Farms and Rebecca 
Moin of Grosse Pointe 

Woods were named to the 
President’s List for the 
spring term at the 
University of Alabama.

◆◆◆
Owen Thomas of 

Grosse Pointe Woods was 
named to the Dean’s List 
for the spring semester at 
Grove City College.

◆◆◆
Peter Hoffman, an 

engineering major from 
Grosse Pointe Woods, 
served as a team member 
on Kettering University’s 
Formula SAE team, con-
tributing to a milestone 
season that saw the team 
complete every dynamic 
event and finish the 
endurance competition 
for the fi rst time in four 

years.
◆◆◆

Katherine Scott of 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
recently graduated from 
Lighthouse Connections 
Academy, an online, 
tuition-free public school 
serving students in K-12.

◆◆◆
Rebecca Moin  of 

Grosse Pointe Woods, 
Rachel Rybicki of Grosse 
Pointe Park and Ann 
Sullivan of Grosse Pointe 
Farms recently graduated 
from the University of 
Alabama. Moin earned a 
Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing degree; Rybicki 
earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in com-
merce and business 

administration; and 
Sul l ivan earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree.

◆◆◆
David Hamel of Grosse 

Pointe Shores was named 
to the Dean’s List for the 
spring semester at Iowa 
State University’s College 
of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences.

◆◆◆
Lebanon Valley College 

student Dylan Miller of 
Grosse Pointe Farms was 
named to the Middle 
Atlantic Conference’s 
Winter/Spring Academic 
Honor Roll. A graduate of 
Grosse Pointe South 
High School, Miller is a 
member of the Lebanon 
Valley College men’s ice 

hockey team and received 
a Bachelor of Science 
degree in digital commu-
nications.

◆◆◆
Kaitlyn Barr of Grosse 

Pointe Woods was named 
to Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute’s Dean’s List for 
the spring semester.

◆◆◆
Jackson Rybicki and 

Lauren Lemmen of 
Grosse Pointe Park and 
Harper Wallace of the 
City of Grosse Pointe were 
named to the Dean’s 
Honor Roll for the spring 
semester at the University 
of Mississippi.

◆◆◆
Curtis Cameron of 

Grosse Pointe Woods and 
Isabella Kuras and 
Carmella Crane of the 
City of Grosse Pointe were 
named to the Chancellor’s 
Honor Roll at the 
University of Mississippi 
for the spring semester.

PRIDE OF THE POINTES
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The Grosse Pointe pop-
ulation will see a tempo-
rary growth spurt the 
week of July 12, when 
around 400 volunteers 
from Kansas come to 
town as part of Group 
Mission Trips’ Workcamp 
program, hosted by First 
English Evangelical 
Lutheran Church.

“Back in 2024, we fi rst 
sponsored Workcamp in 
metro Detroit,” said 
Renata Conger, parish 
education and youth 
ministry coordinator at 
First English. “Such a 
small, quick, random 
thing had such a huge 
impact. When I say it was 
little, of course, I’m jok-
ing. It was monumental.”

That visit brought 180 
campers from nine 
churches in six states to 
make repairs on 24 metro 
Detroit houses. It went 
smoothly thanks to sup-
port from the commu-
nity, the congregation 
and the Grosse Pointe 
Public School System, as 
well as local business and 
churches, she said.

Though volunteers are 
brought to town courtesy 
of Workcamp, the pro-

gram is a tremendous 
commitment of fi nances 
and time for First English 
members, the Rev. Sean 
Motley added.

“God looked at us and 
said, ‘Whom shall I 
send?’ The congregation 
responded with, ‘Here I 
am, send me,’” he said. 

The work is doubling 
for 2026, with almost 
twice as many homes 
needing help. This year, 
384 teens and 26 staff 
members, plus volun-
teers from First English, 
will take on repairs at 43 
job sites — 41 in Detroit 
and two in Harper 
Woods. They were nar-
rowed from an initial 
pool of 250.

“We had to narrow it 
down based on what 
projects teenagers could 
do the work on, but also 
on what were the most 
critical needs,” Conger 
noted. “We prioritized 
needs and tried to 
address those fi rst.

“Each one has between 
two to six projects going 
on,” she added, “wheel-
chair ramps, porches, 
steps, railings, interior 
and exterior painting, 
drywall, landscape work. 
They’ll do little odd jobs, 
too, but those are the big 

ones.”
“One house may have a 

crew outside that is build-
ing a ramp while another 
crew is inside working on 
drywall and painting,” 
Motley said.

Motley and Conger 
thanked GPPSS, espe-

cially the teachers and 
staff at Brownell Middle 
School, for again housing 
volunteers for the week.

“We’re so grateful 
they’re so willing to work 
with us,” Conger said. 
“It’s a weird ask for a 
public school system. I’ve 
heard from others around 
the country that they 
wanted to host  a 
Workcamp and they 
raised the money for it, 
but couldn’t fi nd a place 
to stay. So I’m grateful 
they’ll work with us. 
They’ve been so support-
ive.”

In addition to prayers 
— “for the people coming 
in and for the people who 
have needs,” Motley said 
— action from the com-
munity also is welcome. 

“There is tremendous 
need in our area,” Conger 
said. “We could have 
Workcamp every week.”

“I don’t believe any 

person can look around 
and not see a need,” 
Motley added. “A lot of 
people are struggling just 
to survive.”

He cited examples of 
an elderly person whose 
Social Security check 
covers medications, but 
isn’t enough to repair a 
leaking roof; or a neigh-
bor who can no longer 
handle using steps, but 
also can’t afford a wheel-
chair-accessible ramp.

“We want to serve,” he 
said. “And we want them 
to know the love of God 
and to live with dignity.”

Instead of calling code 
enforcement on a neigh-
bor whose lawn is over-
grown, he said, “Knock 
on their door and ask, are 
you OK? Do you need 
help? These are tangible 
ways to help. I’d be happy 
to see people in the com-
munity respond. 

“… Ideally, I’d like to 

see Workcamp put out of 
business,” he added. 
“Hopefully as we do 
these, people will say, ‘I 
can do that,’ and give 
$500 to help with roof 
damage.”

Added Conger, “This is 
one small thing. They’re 
here for the week and 
then gone, but our neigh-
bors stay with us. We 
hope they’re inspired to 
help fi ll the need. 

“Secondly, we hope 
they sign up,” she contin-
ued. “People on that 
Tuesday afternoon (July 
14) are bringing popsi-
cles to every work crew.”

Popsicles, slushies, ice 
cream, cookies, wrapped 
candy — whatever treats 
can be spared are wel-
come. 

“It’s something to help 
them feel cared for,” 
Conger said, “a small 

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

Community support encouraged
Workcamp returning to GP
Matt Cassidy and Will Huber put new boards over a hole in a front porch on Roslyn during the Workcamp 
visit in 2024.

FILE PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Lizzy Rennekamp and Abby Raab use screwdrivers 
to dig up weeds from a driveway on Bedford.

2024 Workcampers Sydney Hottovy, Cadence Whited and Chloe Dirks touch up the paint of a house on 
Roslyn.

The crew working at a house on Bedford in 2024 is treated to ice cream donated 
by supporters of Workcamp. Donations again are sought this year. See CAMP, page 3B
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OBITUARIES
Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While 
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for 
accuracy, style and length.

Mary Anne 
Gargaro

Mary Anne (nee 
Frenzel) Gargaro, 82, of 
Grosse Pointe Shores 
and Vero Beach, Fla., 
passed away peacefully 
Friday, July 3, 2026, after 
a courageous battle with 
corticobasal syndrome.

Mary Anne was born 
Feb. 1, 1944, in Detroit, 
to Alice (nee Dohany) 
Frenzel and Robert 
Frenzel. She grew up in 
Grosse Pointe alongside 
her older brother, Bobby. 
After graduating from 
the Convent of the 
Sacred Heart (now The 
Grosse Pointe Academy) 
in Grosse Pointe in 1962, 
Mary Anne pursued her 
education with charac-
teristic curiosity and 
determination.  She 
began her collegiate 
studies at Georgetown 
Visitation Preparatory 
School in Washington, 
D.C., before transferring 
to Loyola University 
Chicago and spending a 
transformative sopho-
more year studying in 
Rome. She completed 
her Bachelor of Arts 
degree at the University 
of Michigan in April 
1 9 6 6 .  A  d e v o t e d 
Wolverine fan until the 
end, Mary Anne could be 
found on game days in 
her U-M sweater singing 
the fight song with 
enthusiasm.

Mary Anne channeled 
her love of learning into 
teaching language arts 
and English in both the 
Detroit Public Schools 
Community District and 

the East Detroit Public 
Schools (now Eastpointe 
Public Schools). She 
continued to give back 
through years of dedi-
cated volunteering, 
including tutoring and 
mentoring elementary 
students  in  urban 
Detroit.

Mary Anne f i rs t 
crossed paths with Gene, 
her future husband, in 
grade school. Gene pur-
sued Mary Anne after 
college and law school. 
They were married in 
Grosse Pointe in April 
1970,  beginning a 
56-year partnership built 
on love, shared purpose 
and deep mutual admira-
tion.

An accomplished ath-
lete, Mary Anne com-
peted on both the tennis 
court and the golf course, 
where she achieved two 
memorable holes-in-one. 
She enjoyed jogging, 
swimming and skiing. 
She found equal pleasure 
in creating fl oral arrange-
ments for garden club 
contests, hunting for 
prized additions to her 
cherished collections and 
gathering with friends at 
the mahjong table.

As much as Mary Anne 
loved teaching, she was 
forever a student herself. 
Travel was one of her 
grea tes t  pass ions ; 
whether exploring the 
U.S., Europe or Asia, she 
never passed up a 
museum or missed an 
opportunity to immerse 
herself in a new culture. 
Her intellectual curiosity 
also extended to the 
fi nancial world; she fol-

lowed and invested in 
the markets, read widely 
and  remained  an 
engaged viewer of 
CNBC’s “Fast Money” 
throughout her illness, a 
testament to the sharp-
ness of her mind and 
strength of her spirit.

Mary Anne’s devotion 
to her community was 
evident in every organi-
zation she touched. Her 
passion for education, 
the arts and gardening 
led her to leadership 
roles in the Junior League 
of Detroit, Tau Beta 
Association, The Garden 
Club of Michigan, Detroit 
Institute of Arts, John’s 
I s land  Communi ty 
Service League and Vero 
Beach Museum of Art.

Collecting American 
art, Tiffany inkwells and 
art glass led Mary Anne 
to a particularly mean-
ingful chapter of service 
at the DIA, where she 
was elected as an honor-
ary director and served 
as chair for the Associates 
of the American Wing 
Auxiliary. Her work on 
the museum’s Learning 
and Interpretat ion 
Committee was very 
important to her and her 
presence at offi cial DIA 
functions made her an 
indispensable partner to 
Gene in cultivating last-
ing relationships with 
museum colleagues and 
supporters. In May 2015, 
Mary Anne and Gene 
were jointly honored 
with the DIA’s Lifetime 
Service Awards, recog-
nized for their extraordi-
n a r y  v o l u n t e e r 
contributions and dedi-

cation to the museum’s 
success.

Mary Anne lived fully 
and joyfully and knew 
how to celebrate. Her 
spooky Halloween din-
ners with her Convent of 
the Sacred Heart class-
mates, beautifully set 
tables, happy holiday 
decorations and discern-
ing eye for jewelry and 
fashion reflected a 
woman who believed 
deeply in savoring life’s 
special moments. Her 
family admired the care 
she brought to every 
detail, large and small.

She will be remem-
bered by all who knew 
her for her fun-loving 
personal i ty ,  hearty 
laugh, “can do” attitude 
and the extraordinary 
strength and resilience 
with which she faced 
corticobasal syndrome 
during her final eight 
years. Her spirit will live 
on in the memories, tra-
ditions and love she 
leaves behind. 

Mary Anne is survived 
by her beloved husband, 
Gene; son, Gene Gargaro 
III of Grosse Pointe 
Woods; daughter, Lauren 
Gargaro Grace (Michael) 
of Greenwich, Conn.; 
g r a n d d a u g h t e r s , 
Maryanne and Alice 
Grace; and six nieces 
and nephews. She was 
predeceased by her par-
ents; and brother, Robert 
Frenzel.

The family extends its 

heartfelt gratitude to the 
compassionate caregiv-
ers at K&K Eldercare and 
Hospice of Michigan, 
whose skilled and loving 
care was a profound 
comfort during Mary 
Anne’s fi nal years.

Funeral services will 
be held privately in the 
family chapel at the Holy 
Sepulchre Cemetery 
mausoleum. A memorial 
service for Mary Anne 
will be held in the future.

In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may 
be made to The Children’s 
Center in Detroit, the-
childrenscenter.com/
donate; or The Garden 
Club of Michigan’s Piet 
Oudolf Garden on Belle 
I s le ,  gardenc lubof
michigan.org/donation.

Barbara Helen 
DeCrick

Barbara Helen (nee 
Heymes) DeCrick, 92, 
passed away Wednesday, 
June 10, 2026, in Grand 
Rapids. She was a for-
mer resident of Grosse 
Pointe Woods.

Barbara was born Oct. 
2, 1933, in Grosse Pointe 
Park, to Marion and 
Joseph Heymes. She 
graduated from St. 
Ambrose High School in 
Grosse Pointe Park 
before marrying William 
DeCrick and raising her 
three children in Grosse 
Pointe Woods.

Barbara will be remem-
bered for her generosity 
and friendly nature; 
there wasn’t anybody 
with whom she would 
not strike up a conversa-
tion. Until the very end, 
she always was up for a 
competitive game of 
Scrabble and she didn’t 
like to lose. Her baking, 
especially cookies and 
banana bread, was leg-
endary and given out 
freely to family, friends 
and local business 
employees. Barbara’s 
strength and courage in 
dealing with challenges 
will be respected and 
admired by those who 
knew her well.

Most of all, Barbara 
loved her family and 
lived for the phone calls 
and visits from children, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

She is survived by her 
three children, Robert 
(Ilona), Michael and 
Elizabeth Lundwall 
(Bob); nine grandchil-
dren, Katie, Bobby, 
Anna,  Sara ,  Er ic , 
Michelle, John, Dan and 
Mike; four great-grand-
children, June, Ari, Clark 
and Ciaran; and brother, 
Paul Heymes. She was 
predeceased by her sib-
lings, William Heymes, 
Sister Shirley Heymes 
and James Heymes.

A funeral Mass will be 
held at 10 a.m. Saturday, 
July 25, at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Church, 
1935 Plymouth SE, 
Grand Rapids. Interment 
will follow at Woodlawn 
Cemetery in Grand 
Rapids.

Memorial donations 
may be made to Michigan 
Humane, bit.ly/4btD2f8, 
2937 E. Grand Blvd., Ste. 
800, Detroit, MI 48202; 
or the Capuchin Soup 
Kitchen, 1820 Mt. Elliot, 
Detroit ,  MI 48207, 
cskdetroit.org/donate/
monetary-donations/.

Barbara Helen DeCrickMary Anne Gargaro

Grosse Pointe Sunrise 
Rotary showed its sup-
port of outstanding grad-
uates as they take the 
next step in their educa-
tional journeys. 

At its May 12 and May 
19 meetings, the club 
awarded 16 scholarships 
to students who have 
demonstrated leadership, 
academic excellence and 
a strong commitment to 
serving the school and 

community. 
The Grosse Pointe Run, 

sponsored by Grosse 
Pointe Sunrise Rotary, is 
the main fundraising 
event for these scholar-
ships. The community is 
invited to show support 
Sept. 19, for the annual 
5K, 10K and walk, bring-
ing neighbors together to 
invest in student success. 
Register at grossepointe-
run.com.

Sunrise Rotary Club 
presents scholarships

Scholarship winners from the May 19 meeting are, 
back row from left, Jacob Johnston, Charles Karr, 
Erin Glenn, Donovan Sims and Micah Walker; and 
front row from left, Allison Auld, Jordin Gaut, 
Dominic Gaines, Joshua Wilson and Lance Garmo. 
Not pictured is scholarship recipient Ian Robinson.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF DENNIS HYDUK

Scholarship winners from the May 12 meeting are, 
from left, Lilly Frey, Andia Nazarko, Shelby 
Stoudamire, Amelia Lopez and Emma Pasternak.

Ford House
The Edsel & Eleanor 

Ford House,  1100 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:
◆ Storytime: “Through 

the Fairy Door,” 10:30 to 
11 a.m. Tuesdays in July.
◆ Outdoor Summer 

Concert: Saved by the 
90s, 7 p.m. Friday, July 
10. Admission prices 
vary.
◆ Art Camp, 1 to 3:30 

p.m. Monday, July 13, to 
Friday, July 17. Cost for 
Friends age 3 to 17 is 
$225. Cost for the public, 
ages 3 to 17, is $275.
◆ Food Tales: “Every 

Night is Pizza Night,” 
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Thursday, July 16.
◆ Food Tales: “Stone 

Soup,” 10:30 to 11:30 
a.m. Thursday, July 23.
◆  Dog Days of 

Summer, 8 a.m. to 7:30 
p.m. Monday, July 27. 
Admission is free for 
Friends; cost for the pub-
lic is $10 for adults, $5 for 
ages 3 to 17.
◆ Food Tales: “Enemy 

Pie,” 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Thursday, July 30.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

Blood drives
The American Red 

Cross hosts the following 
blood drives:
◆ 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Sunday, July 12, St. 
Margare t  Catho l i c 
Church, 21201 E. 13 Mile, 
St. Clair Shores.
◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 

Wednesday, July 15, 
Jefferson Masonic Lodge 
No. 553, 22000 E. 11 

Mile, St. Clair Shores.
◆ 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 

p.m. Friday, July 17, 
Grosse Pointe Woods 
Community Center, 
20025 Mack, Grosse 
Pointe Woods.
◆ 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Sunday, July 19, Ray 
Laethem Buick, 17677 
Mack, Detroit.
◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 

Tuesday,  July  28, 
Tompkins Center, 14920 
Windmill Pointe Park, 
Grosse Pointe Park.
◆ 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Wednesday, July 29, 
Assumption Cultural 
Center, 21800 Marter, St. 
Clair Shores.
◆ Noon to 6 p.m. 

Thursday, July 30, The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms.

Register at redcross-
blood.org.

The War Memorial
The War Memorial, 32 

Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, offers programs 
and activities for the 
community. For informa-
tion on the following, 
visit warmemorial.org
◆ VetConnect Seminar 

Series: Trip to Selfridge 
Military Air Museum, 
11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 14.
◆  S u m m e r F e s t 

Concert: Rhythm Society 
Orchestra, 6 to 9 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 15.
◆  Awaken Your 

Senses: A Morning of Yin 
Yoga & Sound Bath, 9 to 
10:15 a.m. Sunday, July 
19. Cost is $35.
◆ SummerFest Movie: 

“The Sandlot,” 6 to 9 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 22.

◆ Picnic & Play by the 
Lake, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Thursday, July 23.
◆ The Vintage Market 

at The War Memorial, 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday, 
July 26.

Library
The Grosse Pointe 

Public Library hosts a 
variety of programs. To 
register for the following, 
visit grossepointelibrary.
org.

Central branch, 10 
Kercheval ,  Grosse 
Pointe Farms
◆ RJ Spangler jazz 

concert, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, July 9.
◆ Commemorating 

America 250 — Keep our 
Republic, 11:30 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Friday, July 10.
◆ Craft to-go, all day 

Monday, July 13.
◆ Dino-mite Puppet 

Show, 11 a.m. to noon 
Monday, July 13.
◆ Pixilation Animation, 

2 to 3:30 p.m. Monday, 
July 13.
◆ Author Event: Make 

a PLAY List with Rachael 
Ranae, 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 14.
◆ Storytime, 9:30 to 10 

a.m. and 10:30 to 11 a.m. 
Thursday, July 16. 
◆ Michigan Science 

Center presents Eureka!, 
2 to 3 p.m. and 3:30 to 
4:30 p.m. Thursday, July 
16.
◆ D&D Kids Session, 1 

to 3 p.m. Friday, July 17.
Ewald branch, 15175 

E. Jefferson, Grosse 
Pointe Park
◆  Art in Bloom: 

Gardens Inspired by 
Masterpieces (Georgia 
O’Keeffe), 2 to 4:30 p.m. 
Thursday, July 9.
◆ Silent Book Club, 7 

to 8 p.m. Thursday, July 
9.
◆ Yoga Storytime, 10 

to 10:30 a.m. Saturday, 
July 11.
◆ Craft to-go, all day 

Monday, July 13.
◆ Storytime Shuffle 

with Miss Mo, 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m. Tuesday, July 
14.
◆ Storytime Shuffle 

with Miss Mo, 11 a.m. to 
noon Tuesday, July 14.
◆ Appy Hour, 4 to 5 

p.m. Tuesday, July 14.
◆ DigiLit, 3 to 4:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, July 15.
◆ Art as Power, 10 to 

11 a.m. Thursday, July 
16.
◆ Crafternoons @ the 

Library, 1 to 3 p.m. 
Thursday, July 16.
◆ Brave Belle’s Book 

Club, 6 to 7 p.m. 
Thursday, July 16.
◆ Abstract with Anita, 

9 a.m. to noon Friday, 
July 17.
◆ Ann Arbor Hands-on 

Museum Super STEAM 
Festival, 2 to 4 p.m. 
Friday, July 17.

Woods branch, 20680 
Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods
◆ Library Bigs & 

Littles, 10 to 11 a.m. 
Saturday, July 11.
◆ Teen Tabletop Game 

Club, 1 to 4 p.m. 
Saturday, July 11.
◆ Craft to-go, all day 

Monday, July 13.
◆  Family  Movie 

Mondays, 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Monday, July 13.
◆ Beginning CAD 

Modeling, 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
Monday, July 13.
◆ The Laughing Stacks 

Book Club, 7 to 8 p.m. 
Monday, July 13.
◆ Teen Crafternoon: 

Bedazzle a Book, 1 to 3 
p.m. Tuesday, July 14.
◆ Storytime, 9:30 to 10 

a.m. and 10:30 to 11 a.m. 
Wednesday, July 15.

AREA ACTIVITIES

See EVENTS, page 4B
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Worship
     Service
SUNDAY

8:30 a.m. - Bible Study
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service

Sunday School - During Service
WEDNESDAY

10 a.m. - Bible Study
6:30 p.m. - Worship Service

Solomon Spangler, Pastor
Making New Disciples-
Building Stronger Ones

Christ the King
Lutheran Church

and Preschool
Mack at Lochmoor • 884-5090

www.christthekinggp.org

thing you can do on your 
lunch.”

Donations should be 
dropped off to First 
English by July 12.

Beyond food and water 
donations, the group is 
seeking tools and equip-
ment that will make the 
work easier.

“Because there’s so 
much drywall and paint-
ing work, ladder reach is 
important,” Motley said. 

“Any business who can 
say, ‘We could loan you a 
30-foot ladder,’ it will be 
labeled, returned, locked 
up when it’s not in use. 
Ladders are tough to 
come by. If you’re a busi-
ness and you can spare a 
ladder for a week, we’d 
be happy to receive 
those.”

Group Mission Trips 
anticipated 120 ladders 
will be needed to handle 
the scope of work.

“Campers bring their 
own tools and some lad-
ders, but to transport 

everything across the 
country from Kansas, it’s 
hard to bring ladders,” 
Motley said.

Other business support 
also is welcome.

“Any business that can 
offer discounts for meals 
or for cookies,” Motley 
said. “There are lots of 
options. Anybody who 
wants to support, there’s 
room for that.”

Businesses interested 
in partnering, sponsoring 
or donating goods should 
call (313) 884-5040 or 
visit feelc.org.

CAMP:
Continued from page 1B

The Rev. Dr. Jennifer Rike will con-
tinue her Faith in Film series at 10 a.m. 
Saturday, July 11, in the heritage room 
at Grosse Pointe Woods Presbyterian 
Church, 19950 Mack, Grosse Pointe 
Woods. Coffee and bagels will be 
served.

The fi lm is “Man on Fire,” starring 
Denzel Washington. 

Through the Faith in Film series, 
guests watch fi lms that seem to simply 
tell a story about modern life, but often 
have subplots and Bible references 
underpinning the storytelling — the 

presence of which viewers often are 
completely unaware. 

Rike taught a course on this topic at 
the University of Detroit Mercy and 
has deep insight into this area of study. 

Attending Faith in Film mornings is 
a creative and new way of considering 
the infl uence of faith in today’s culture 
and society, as well as a neat way to 
enjoy fellowship with the community.

Those who would like to watch the 
fi lm at home, then join the after-watch 
discussion should plan to arrive around 
12:30 p.m. All are invited.

Faith in Film series continues

The rain arrived at 
UWM Field, formerly 
Jimmy John’s Field, on 
Friday, June 5, but it 
never stood a chance 
against the warmth 
already filling the ball-
park.

On a night when the 
Birmingham Bloomfi eld 
Beavers faced the Utica 
Unicorns, the real stars 
were not in the box score. 
They were the living 
organ donors who 
walked onto the fi eld — 
some beside the people 
they saved, some beside 
family members and 
some still not knowing 
the recipients whose lives 
were changed by their 
generosity.

The fi fth annual Living 
Donor Awareness Night, 
presented in partnership 
with the Living Liver 
Foundation and Henry 
Ford Health, turned a 
summer baseball game 
into a celebration of cour-
age, medical teamwork 
and second chances. 

The mission of the 
Living Donor Awareness 
Games is to “honor, edu-
cate and inspire.” On this 
night, all three were on 
full display.

“Living donation can 
feel like a medical topic 
until you see the people,” 
said Lynn Galbenski, co-
founder of the Living 
Liver Foundation. “At 
this game, families saw 
sons, cousins, strangers, 
nurses and recipients 
standing together. You 
could feel the message in 
the ballpark: Living 
donors give someone 

else a second chance at 
life.”

The evening opened 
with two ceremonial 
fi rst-pitch moments that 
told the story better than 
any statistic.

Jason Rodriguez, who 
donated a portion of his 
liver to his father, Arnie 
Rodriguez, at Henry Ford 
Health on May 15, 2023, 
threw one of the final 
opening pitches to his 
dad. Shannon Venohr, 
who donated a kidney to 
her  cousin,  Br ian 
Hassenflug, at Henry 
Ford Health on Oct. 29, 
2025, threw another pitch 
to Brian.

In the few steps 
between mound and 

plate, each pair showed 
what living donation 
means inside a family: 
sacrifi ce, love, fear, cour-
age and gratitude — all 
wrapped into one throw 
of a baseball.

Henry Ford Health’s 
transplant nursing pro-
fessionals also were hon-
ored before the game. 
The group included 
nurse practitioners, pre- 
and post-transplant 
nurse coordinators and 
medical assistants whose 
daily work helps guide 
patients and families 
through some of the most 
important moments of 
their lives.

“The partnership with 
Henry Ford Health 

means so much because 
their transplant team 
makes these miracles 
possible every day,” 
G a l b e n s k i  s a i d . 
“Together, we are able to 
bring the human side of 
transplantation into the 
community and show 
people that living dona-
tion is possible, powerful 
and deeply hopeful.”

The night’s most rare 
honorees were three dou-
ble living donors: Dr. 
Carl Boehlert, Judith 
Phi l l ips  and  Phi l 
Consiglio. A double liv-
ing donor is someone 
who donates one kidney 
and, at a later date, 
donates a portion of their 
liver. Event organizers 
noted that only 100 peo-
ple in the United States 
are believed to have done 
this.

Boehlert, a materials 
science and engineering 
professor at Michigan 
State University, began 
considering donation 
after seeing the impact of 
kidney donation in his 
own family. He donated a 
kidney at Henry Ford 
Health in December 
2022, then donated part 
of his liver in August 
2025. Both donations 
were anonymous, though 
he hopes to meet his 
recipients one day.

Phillips’ story began 
with heartbreak. Her sis-
ter was hit by a drunken 
driver and suffered burns 

over most of her body. 
During that painful chap-
ter, Phillips saw the 
importance of organ and 
tissue donation when her 
sister received skin grafts 
from deceased donors. 
Her sister ultimately died 
from her injuries, but 
Phillips carried forward 
the lesson. Years later, 
she became a living kid-
ney donor at University 
of Wisconsin Health in 
2021, then donated part 
of her liver in 2023.

Consiglio, a pediatric 
surg ica l  nurse  a t 
University of Michigan’s 
C.S. Mott Children’s 
Hospital, fi rst promised 
to donate a kidney to a 
patient he had cared for 
during COVID. That 
patient died before a 
transplant could take 
place, but Consiglio did 
not forget the promise. In 
2022, he donated a kid-
ney anonymously. After 
working with pediatric 
transplant patients, he 
later donated part of his 
liver to Quinnlyn Smith, 
who was 2 years old at 
the time. Smith and her 
family joined him at the 
ballpark.

Then came a moment 
that hushed the crowd in 
a different way.

At the end of the third 
inning, Lori Parilo stood 
near third base. Anthony 
Kiczenski stood near 

fi rst. Earlier this year, on 
March 11, Parilo received 
a living donor liver trans-
plant at Henry Ford 
Hospital. She did not 
know her  donor . 
Kiczenski had donated a 
portion of his liver to a 
complete stranger.

On this night, the 
stranger had a name.

Kiczenski, a father of 
three, grandfather of two 
and  en t repreneur , 
walked toward Parilo as 
the crowd looked on. 
Their first meeting 
unfolded on the fi eld with 
a light mist coming down, 
foreshadowing the tears 
that accompanied the 
embrace — part intro-
duction, part reunion, 
part living testimony to 
what one person can do 
for another.

There are moments in 
sports when the score-
board stops mattering. 
This was one of them.

The celebration contin-
ued at the end of the 
fourth inning, when more 
than 50 living donors 
were invited onto the 
fi eld with a recipient or 
guest. They represented 
five transplant centers: 
Henry Ford Health, 
Michigan Medicine, 
Trinity Health, Corewell 
Health and University of 
Wisconsin Health.

Rain, baseball & second chances: 
Living donors honored as heroes

Altruistic living liver donor Anthony Kiczenski hugs 
liver recipient Lori Parilo.

COURTESY PHOTOS

People involved in throwing out opening pitches included, from left, Arnie 
Rodriguez, Jason Rodriguez, Living Liver Foundation co-founder Dave 
Galbenski, Shannon Venohr and Brian Hassenfl ug. 

Double donors, from left, Phil Consiglio, Dr. Carl Boehlert and Judith Phillips.

More than 50 living donors were honored at UWM Field.

See DONORS, page 4B
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◆ OpenSpot Theatre 
Workshop, 2 to 3 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 15.
◆ Hustle for Health, 7 

to 8 p.m. Wednesday, 
July 15. 
◆ Playtime Pop-ins, 10 

a.m. to noon Thursday, 
July 16.
◆ Poetry Workshop, 

6:30 to 8 p.m. Thursday, 
July 16.

The Family Center
The Family Center of 

Grosse Pointe and 
Harper Woods hosts a 
Teddy Bear Picnic for 
ages 18 months and older 
at 11 a.m. Friday, July 10, 
at The War Memorial, 32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. This structured 
class led by Danielle 
Mitchelson includes a 
snack. Toddlers and their 
parents or caregivers 
should bring water and 
towel to sit on, along with 
a stuffed animal. RSVP to 
register@familycenter
helps.org.

POST Detroit
POST Detroit, 14500 

Kercheval, Detroit, hosts 
several workshops dur-
ing July. To sign up for 
the following, visit mutu-
aladoration.com: 
◆  Sc reen  Pr in t 

Workshop: Pet Portraits, 
10:30 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, July 11, OR 
Sunday, July 26. Cost is 
$125.
◆ Beginner Crochet 

Workshop: Make a 
Trivet, 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. Saturday, July 11. 
Cost is $60.
◆  I n t e r m e d i a t e 

Knitting Workshop: 
Troubleshooting, 3 to 6 
p.m. Saturday, July 11. 
Cost is $50.
◆  T w o - d a y 

W o o d w o r k i n g 
Workshop:  Folding 
Lounge Chair, 10:30 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. Sundays, 
July 12 and 19, OR 5 to 9 
p.m. Fridays, July 24 and 
31. Cost is $125.
◆  R e q u i e m :  A 

Therapeutic Art & 
Wri t ing  Workshop 
focused on Grief and 
Loss, 5 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 15. Cost 
is $75.
◆ Three-week Papier-

M a c h e  W o r k s h o p : 
Supersized Objects, 5 to 
8 p.m. Wednesdays, July 
15, 22 and 29. Cost is 
$180.
◆ Mending Workshop: 

Mini Loom Darning, 2 to 
5 p.m. Friday, July 17. 
Cost is $65.
◆  H a p a  Z o m e 

Workshop: Eco Printing 
on Fabric, 5:30 to 7:30 
p.m. Friday, July 17. Cost 
is $65.
◆ Intro to Sewing 

Workshop:  Sewing 
Machine Essentials, 
10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, July 18. Cost is 
$40.
◆ Drop-in Sewing 

W o r k s h o p :  D o g 
Bandanas, 2 to 5 p.m. 
Saturday, July 18. Cost is 
$25.
◆ Ceramics Workshop: 

Decorated Bud Vases, 3 
to 6 p.m. Saturday, July 
18. Cost is $65.
◆ Botanical Collage 

Workshop:  Framed 
Pressed Flower Art, 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday, 
July 19. Cost is $85.
◆  Mixed  Media 

A b s t r a c t  C o l l a g e 

Workshop, 2 to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, July 19. Cost is 
$75.
◆ Weaving Workshop: 

Framed Wall Hanging, 3 
to 6 p.m. Sunday, July 19. 
Cost is $85.

Harper Woods 
Library

The Harper Woods 
Library, 19601 Harper, 
Harper Woods, hosts 
Gentle Evening Yoga 
from 6 to 7 p.m. Mondays, 
July 13 and 27, Aug. 10 
and 24, and Sept. 21. 
Classes are taught by 
Yemisi Odetoyinbo. 
Registration is encour-
aged.

The Friends of the 
Harper Woods Library 
hosts A Novel Evening at 
the Library, 6 to 8 p.m. 
Friday, July 17, at 19601 
Harper, Harper Woods. 
Tickets are $40, and 
include food, drinks, live 
jazz and more. Proceeds 
benefit the Friends’ 
efforts to support the 
library.

Rotary
The Rotary Club of 

Grosse Pointe hosts its 
next meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, July 15, at 
Village Grille, 16930 
Kercheval, City of Grosse 
Pointe. Danielle Daguio, 
engagement manager at 
Keep Growing Detroit, 
speaks. Email grosse
pointerotary@gmail .
com.

The Helm
The Helm at the Boll 

Life Center, 158 Ridge, 
Grosse Pointe Farms, 
offers a variety of classes 
and programs. For more 
information, call (313) 
882-9600.

◆ Drums Alive, 5:15 to 
6:15 p.m. Thursdays in 
July, with instructor Rosa 
Hunter.
◆ Morning Mingle & 

Learn: Vein Health, 10:30 
to 11:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
July 15.
◆ Lunch & Learn: 

Energy Smart Seniors, 
noon to 1 p.m. Thursday, 
July 16. Cost is $10.
◆ Field Trip: Canal 

Days, Grand Rapids, 
Ohio, 7:30 a.m. to 6:15 
p.m. Thursday, July 16. 
Cost is $97 per person 
and includes transporta-
tion, lunch and a canal 
boat ride.
◆ Elder Fraud Town 

Hall, 6 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
July 21.
◆ Out To Lunch Bunch: 

New York Deli, noon to 
2:30 p.m. Wednesday, 
July 22.
◆ UFOs Over Michigan, 

6 to 7 p.m. Thursday, July 
23.
◆ Shredding at The 

Helm, 11 a.m. to noon 
Thursday, July 23.
◆ Me & My Grand: 

Apron Art Party, 2 to 4 
p.m. Friday, July 24. Cost 
is $15 per adult, free for 
children.
◆ Jazzy Patio Party, 

5:30 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
July 28, with entertain-
ment by Gwen and 
Charles Scales. Cost is 
$25 and includes dinner.
◆ Friday Lunch & A 

Movie, noon Friday, July 
31. “Eleanor the Great” 
will be shown. Cost is 
$10.
◆ Canasta, noon to 4 

p.m. Mondays.
◆  W i s e  G u y s 

Conversation Group, 9 to 
10 a.m. Mondays.
◆ Texas Hold ‘em 

Poker, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Tuesdays.
◆ Knitting for Charity, 

1 to 3 p.m. Tuesdays.
◆ Pinochle Club, 1:30 

to 3:30 p.m. Tuesdays.
◆ Crafting for Charity, 

9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
Wednesdays.
◆ Mahjong Club, 1 to 4 

p.m. Wednesdays.
◆ Bingo and Treats, 10 

to 11 a.m. Thursdays.
◆ New Games at The 

Helm, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays; and 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.

GPAA
The Grosse Pointe 

Artists Association offers 
a variety of classes at its 
studio, located at The 
War Memorial ,  32 
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe 
Farms. To register for the 
following, visit grosse
pointeartcenter.org.
◆  I n d e p e n d e n t 

Painting Study with Liz 
Frankland, 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Wednesdays in July.
◆ Plein Air with Donald 

Cronkhite, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Thursdays, July 16 
to 30.
◆ Exploring Encaustic 

on Paper with Candace 
Law, 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 26.

Reunions
The Grosse Pointe 

North High School Class 
of 1971 will celebrate its 
55th class reunion 6 to 10 
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 12, 
at Fishbones Rhythm 
Kitchen Cafe, 23722 
Jefferson, St. Clair 
Shores. Hors d’oeuvres 
will be provided and a 
cash bar will be avail-
able. For information, 
visit gpn1971.org

The Grosse Pointe 
North High School Class 
of 1976 will celebrate its 
50th reunion Sept. 19, at 
MotorCity Casino Hotel. 
The event features a 
casual dress code, food 
stations and a cash bar. 
For more information or 
to RSVP, visit gpnclass
of1976.com.

Sunrise on Vernier
Sunrise on Vernier, 

1850 Vernier, Grosse 
Pointe Woods, hosts a 
support group at 4 p.m. 
the second Wednesday of 
each month. For more 
information, call (313) 
642-2000.

Adaptive yoga
Yoga Moves Any Body, 

in partnership with the 
Kirk Gibson Foundation, 
hosts Adaptive Chair 
Yoga classes at 11:30 
a.m. Mondays at Full 
Lotus Yoga, 20365 Mack, 
Grosse Pointe Woods. 
Adaptive yoga benefits 
those with multiple scle-
rosis, Parkinson’s dis-
ease, stroke and other 
neuromuscular condi-
tions. Cost is $12 per 
drop-in class or five 
classes for $50 in 
advance. Visit fulllotus
yoga.net.

Toastmasters
Northeastern Toast-

masters meets in person 
at  Wayne County 
Community College 
District’s Mary Ellen 
Stempfle University 
Center, 19305 Vernier, 
Harper Woods, as well as 
on Zoom, at 7 p.m. the 
second and fourth 
Monday of each month. 
Call (313) 720-8444 for 
the link and password.

EVENTS:
Continued from page 2B
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From left, donation recipient Lori Parilo; her Henry 
Ford Health liver doctor, Dr. Humberto Gonzalez; 
and the stranger who donated a portion of his liver 
to save a life, Anthony Kiczenski. 

The donors had given 
kidneys or portions of 
their livers to friends, 
family members, cowork-
ers and complete strang-
ers. Some had saved 
someone they loved. 
Others had saved some-
one they had never met. 
All were honored as 
hometown heroes.

“Every donor story is 
different, but the impact 
is the same,” Galbenski 
said. “Someone was sick, 
someone stepped for-
ward and a life was 
changed. Our hope is 

that someone in the 
stands, or someone read-
ing this story, will begin 
to ask, ‘Could I be that 
person for someone 
else?’”

The weather turned 
rainy as the night went 
on, but the energy in the 
stadium never faded. 
Fans stayed. Donors 
smiled for photos. 
Families gathered. And 
after the game, the fi re-
works still lit the sky.

It was a fi tting ending 
for an evening devoted to 
living donors — ordinary 
people whose extraordi-
nary generosity contin-
ues to light the way for 
others.

DONORS:
Continued from page 3B

Rendez-vous Détroit, a metro-
Detroit French/French Canadian 
cultural group, will celebrate 
Detroit’s 325th birthday July 24 
and 25.

Festivities begin Friday, July 
24, the day Antoine de la Mothe 
Cadillac and his convoy of 100 
French/French Canadian men 
landed on the shores of present-
day Detroit in 1701.  

A Founders’ Ceremony, free to 
the public, will be held at Hart 
Plaza in downtown Detroit at 4 
p.m. July 24, at the Founders’ 
Plaque near the Cadillac statue. 
Along with a number of dignitar-
ies, the French Boys’ Choir of 
France will perform three 
national anthems: France, 
Canada and the United States. 
The ceremony will commemorate 
the perseverance and bravery of 
the French trailblazers who put 
Detroit on the map.

Following the ceremony, bilin-
gual festivities will continue 
through July 25, at the Fort 
Pontchartrain Hotel, built on the 
site of Cadillac’s 1701 fort. 
Rendez-vous Détroit will host 
three keynote presentations, a 
Detroit French history cruise on 
the Detroit River, two dinner 
dances with live music, French 
Canadian community dancing, 
French/French Canadian food 
and an opportunity for franco-
phones, Francophiles, descen-
dants of the founding French 
settlers and history enthusiasts to 
learn about the French heritage 
and history of Detroit and sur-
rounding areas.

The French were the first 
Europeans in Michigan. With 
Indigenous languages, French 
was the main language spoken in 
the Detroit River region until the 
1840s, when vast numbers of set-

tlers came fl ooding into the new 
state of Michigan through the 
Erie Canal. Through marriage, 
many French were assimilated 
into other ethnic groups and also 
had their last names anglicized. 
However, in many areas, such as 
the Grosse Pointes, settled by the 
Tremblay and LaForest families, 
French surnames are still there. 
The French footprint is all over 
metro Detroit with street names 
such as Livernois, Dequindre, 
Grat iot ,  Vernier ,  Rivard, 
Beaubien, St. Aubin, Chene and 
others.

Rendez-vous Détroit is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofi t with the mission of 
increasing awareness and appre-
ciation for the contributions 
made by the French in the early 
settlement of Michigan. 

For more information and tick-
ets for Bonne Fête Détroit 325, 
visit rendezvousdetroit.org.

Rendez-vous Détroit celebrates 
French Heritage Month July 24-25

The Michigan Shakespeare 
Festival will celebrate its 30th anni-
versary season in July and August 
at the Hilberry Gateway, Wayne 
State University’s performing arts 
center in Midtown Detroit. The sea-
son will feature Shakespeare’s 
“Richard III,” starring Detroit native 
Rico Bruce Wade, and “Much Ado 
About Nothing,” both directed by 
MSF Artistic Director Janice L. 
Blixt, alongside the world premiere 
adaptation of George Farquhar’s 
“The Beaux’ Stratagem: A Comedy 
of Bad Manners,” adapted and 
directed by Festival Artistic 
Associate Robert Kauzlaric.

The season also marks the launch 
of a producing partnership between 
the festival and Wayne State 
University. In 2024, Michael J. 
Barnes, acting chair of the Maggie 
Allesee Department of Theatre and 
Dance at WSU, approached Blixt 
about bringing the award-winning 
classical theater company to the 
university’s state-of-the-art perfor-

mance venue, built in 2023.
“Wayne State’s theater program 

focus has evolved in recent years 
toward more modern plays and 
musicals,” Barnes noted. “We rec-
ognized the value of having a pro-
fessional classical theater company 
in residence and the Michigan 
Shakespeare Festival’s reputation 
made it a natural partner.”

“We’re thrilled to bring the MSF 
to Midtown Detroit this summer 
and to introduce audiences to the 
incredible Hilberry Gateway,” said 
Blixt, a graduate of Wayne State’s 
MFA Hilberry Repertory Co.

Following a two-year hiatus dur-
ing the pandemic era, MSF returns 
as a fully professional union theater 
under Blixt’s leadership, continu-
ing its mission to produce ambi-
tious classical theater while hiring 
artists from metro Detroit, the 
Great Lakes region and across the 
country. Wayne State students also 
will be supported through intern-
ships, workshops and residency 

opportunities.
The festival will continue its tra-

dition of “Bard Talks” before Friday 
and Saturday evening perfor-
mances after opening nights, along 
with Q&A sessions following all 
preview and matinee perfor-
mances.

“We’re excited to bring profes-
sional classical theater back to 
Detroit and welcome audiences 
who are passionate about this 
work,” Blixt said. “With the Hilberry 
Gateway located near I-94, I-75 and 
M-10, audiences from across south-
east Michigan will fi nd it easy to 
visit while enjoying everything 
Midtown Detroit has to offer.”

Discounts are available for 
seniors, students, teachers, veter-
ans, nurses and fi refi ghters.

Group discounts are available for 
groups of six or more.

The Hilberry Gateway is located 
at 715 Cass, Detroit.

Tickets may be purchased at 
michiganshakespearefestival.com.

MI Shakespeare Festival announces 2026 season
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GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY
Animals Available for 
Adoption at gpaas.org

MeetMeet

IVANIVAN
MeetMeet

ATLASATLAS

20542 Harper, Harper Woods (Lennon and Harper)

(313) 884-1551 • www.gpaas.org

Next
Open

Houses

Call to arrange a Meet and Greet!

Saturday,
July 11th &
July 25th.

10-NoonMale, 2 years old,Male, 2 years old,
Lab/Akita MixLab/Akita Mix, Blonde,, Blonde,

73 lbs.73 lbs.

Male, 13 weeks old, Male, 13 weeks old, 
Shorthair, Black.Shorthair, Black.

07
09

26

SCREENS
REPAIRED IN STORE

Bring your screen 
doors and screen

windows
for repair 
in-store.
Expert Repair

For
Over 40 Years!!

07
09

26

Village Lock & Village Lock & Home RepairHome Repair

The only locksmith on Mack Avenue

18554 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe, Michigan 48236

villagelockgp@gmail.com • 313-881-8603

This is part two of a two-part series.

How to slow down cognitive 
decline: The 6 pillars of brain health

“We used to think that once the brain 
was done growing all its neurons in 
early adulthood, that was it,” said Dr. 
Maya Pinjala of Henry Ford Health. 
“But we now know that new neurons 
can generate in the hippocampus and 
other areas of the brain throughout 
adulthood.”

Keeping your brain healthy as you 
age also can enhance neural connec-
tions and reduce the buildup of plaques 
that can lead to dementia and 
Alzheimer’s. Here are what neurolo-
gists call the “6 Pillars of Brain Health:”
◆ Eat a healthy diet: Reduce your 

intake of processed foods, sweets and 
high-fat foods in favor of fruits, vege-
tables, whole grains and lean protein. 
The Mediterranean diet, DASH and 
MIND diets include these brain-boost-
ing foods and have been shown to 
improve brain health.
◆ Exercise regularly: “Exercising 

helps grow new neurons in the hippo-
campus and counteract age-related 
brain shrinkage,”Pinjala said. 

Add some movement into your daily 
routine. Aim for at least 150 minutes of 
moderate-intensity activity per week, 
plus at least two sessions of muscle-
strengthening exercises.
◆ Get quality sleep: Sleep is your 

brain’s time to consolidate memories 
from the day. “It’s also when the brain 
washes itself,” Pinjala said. “During 
sleep, the brain naturally clears out the 
byproducts that can build up and con-
tribute to Alzheimer’s.”
◆ Keep your brain engaged: “Use it 

or lose it” applies to brain functions as 
well as physical ones. Challenge your 
brain daily by learning something new 
(study a language, play a musical 
instrument or pick up a new hobby).
◆ Manage stress: Stress ages the 

brain, so anything you can do to reduce 
chronic stress can help. Yoga, medita-
tion or a daily walk can reduce stress 
and its effects on your brain.
◆ Stay social: Social engagement — 

seeing friends regularly, having daily 
conversations and interactions — are 
key to brain health. “We know that iso-
lation and loneliness are risk factors 
for dementia,” Pinjala said.

The brain is an amazing organ that 
has the capacity to change throughout 
your life. By treating it well, you can 
help it stay healthier longer.

Dr. Maya Pinjala is a neuropsycholo-
gist who sees patients at Henry Ford 
Health. For more health tips, visit 
henryford.com/blog

The Family Center provides free pro-
grams and resources that help build 
happier, healthier families. Learn more 
at familycenterhelps.org.

How your brain changes as you age
A S K  T H E  E X P E R T S  By Dr. Maya Pinjala

The Grosse Pointe Park Foundation’s 
newest board of directors has its next 
goal lined up.

“Our next major project is the 
enhancement and renovation of the 
children’s pool at Windmill Pointe 
Park, creating a more accessible, 
enjoyable and modern experience for 
some of the youngest members of the 
community,” said Bob Bury, elected 
recently as president of the board of 
trustees.

Bury took over from Jay Kennedy, 
who remains a board member.

“I am honored to follow Jay Kennedy 
and the distinguished group of individ-
uals who have led the foundation since 
its founding in 1984,” Bury said. “I 
look forward to continuing their work 
and building upon the strong founda-
tion that is in place.”

Matt Burzynski was elected vice 
president.

“My wife Cassie and I have enjoyed 
living in the Park for 10 years and look 

forward to many more years as we 
raise our two young children,” 
Burzynski said. “I look forward to 
working with Bob and the entire board 
to lead the foundation to continue to 
make Grosse Pointe Park a great place 
to live.”

Trustees Melissa Levasseur and 
Julie Secord were reelected as secre-
tary and treasurer, respectively.

Board members volunteer three-
year terms to the foundation, an inde-
pendent non-profit organization. It 
relies solely on the tax-deductible con-
tributions of its donors to support a 
range of practical and aesthetic 
enhancements to the city. Among 
many examples are the Lavins Center, 
two movie theaters, a fi tness center, 
boardwalk, splashpad and the extreme 
emergency fl ood relief valve.

Everyone is invited to become a 
member of the Grosse Pointe Park 
Foundation. Learn more at grosse
pointeparkfoundation.org.

Grosse Pointe Park Foundation elects new offi cers

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BOB BURY

Members of the Grosse Pointe Park Foundation Board of Trustees are Melissa 
Levasseur, Matt Burzynski, Bob Bury, Julie Secord, Bob Denner, Bob Lucas, 
Mackenzie Johnson, Jay Kennedy, Anna Pitera, David Baxter, Shery Cotton, 
Barb Detwiler, Mark Farne n, Robin Perrone, Patrick McKeever, Julie 
Erickson, Abigail Tompkins, Monica Serran and Todd Lutheran.

Anniversary visit
City of Grosse Pointe resident Anne Ryan, president of the Grosse Pointe Farm 
and Garden Club, and Mary Lubera of Grosse Pointe Farms, the club’s vice presi-
dent, attended the 100th anniversary celebration of the Women’s National Farm 
& Garden Association Inc., at the Clara & Henry Ford Estate. Clara Ford was the 
fi fth president of the Women’s National Farm & Garden Association. Seated next 
to a bronze statue of Clara Ford during the June 17 event are Ryan, left and 
Lubera.
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From left, 
Melissa 
Levasseur, 
secretary; 
Matt 
Burzynski, 
vice presi-
dent; Bob 
Bury, presi-
dent; and 
Julie 
Secord, 
treasurer.



Dear Gabby :  I ’m 
involved with several com-
munity organizations. 
Lately I’ve noticed the same 
10 people seem to do all the 
work while everyone else 
enjoys the benefi ts.

The volunteers are 
burning out. Meanwhile, 
the people who never lift 
a fi nger often are the fi rst 
to complain about how 
events are run.

How do we encourage 
more participation with-
out sounding resentful? 
— Tired in the City

Dear Tired In 
The City: Every 
community has 
two groups: the 
people who ask, 
“Who is going 
to do some-
thing?” and the 
people who just 
quietly do it.

The  cha l -
lenge is that 
reliable volun-
t e e r s  o f t e n 
become victims of their 
o w n  c o m p e t e n c e . 
Because they always say 

yes, nobody else feels the 
need to step in.

Instead of pleading for 

help, make requests spe-
cifi c and manageable.

Instead of, “We need 

volunteers,” try, 
“Can you work 
the ticket table 
from 6 to 7 
p.m.?” or “Can 
you sell 10 raffl e 
tickets?”

People are far 
more likely to 
help when they 
know exactly 
what’s expected.

And to your 
chronic com-

plainers,  remember 
this: Criticism is easi-
est from the sidelines 

(and behind the com-
puter screen).

If someone has strong 
opinions about how the 
parade, fundraiser or 
gala should be run, 
hand them a clipboard.

You may discover your 
newest volunteer.

— Gabby

We love problem-solving 
and giving advice! Please 
send us your questions & 
problems to advice@
grossepointenews.com.

DEAR ANNIE: My 
wife began volunteering 
at our local animal shel-
ter last year, and at fi rst I 
thought it was wonder-
ful. She has always loved 
animals, and I was proud 
of her for giving her time 
to such a good cause.

The problem is that 
she has now brought 
home fi ve dogs.

It started with one 
older dog she said no 
one else would adopt. 
Then came a nervous 
terrier who “just needed 
a quiet home.” After 
that ,  there always 
seemed to be another 

emergency. We now 
have dogs sleeping on 
the couches, barking at 
the doorbell and compet-
ing for space in our bed.

Our two children love 
animals, but even they 
are overwhelmed. One 
dog chewed our son’s 
baseball glove, another 
keeps having accidents 
in our daughter’s room, 
and the kids have started 
avoiding inviting friends 
over because the house 
feels so chaotic. Last 
week, my daughter qui-
etly asked me whether 
our home would ever feel 
normal again.

I have tried talking to 
my wife, but she says I 
am being heartless and 
that sending any of the 
dogs back would be 
cruel. I do not want to 
take away something 
that gives her purpose, 
but I also did not agree to 
turn our home into an 
extension of the shelter.

How do I make her 
understand that compas-
sion for animals cannot 
come at the expense of 
the rest of the family? 
And is it unreasonable to 
insist that some of the 
dogs be rehomed? —
Living in the Doghouse 

DEAR LIVING IN THE 
DOGHOUSE: Your wife 
certainly has a generous 
heart. But good intentions 
do not automatically 
make a peaceful home.

Each of your fi ve dogs 
needs time, training, 
exercise, veterinary 
care and money. The 
barking, accidents and 
chewing are signs that 
some of them may be 
s t ressed  or  over -
whelmed — and, it 
seems, so is your family.

Sit down with your 
wife at a moment when 
no one is angry. Make a 
realistic list of what each 

dog needs and what 
your household can 
truly handle. Then speak 
with the shelter, your 
veterinarian and, if 
needed, a qualified 
trainer to find out for 
sure how to best deliver 
on those needs.

Some of the dogs may 
need different homes. 
Having to rehome a dog is 
not cruelty. A careful 
rehoming can be the kind-

est choice for everyone.
And from now on, no 

more surprise dogs. 
Bringing home a pet 
should require approval 
from both parties. One 
loving heart does not get 
fi ve votes.

Send your questions 
for Annie Lane to dear
annie@creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2026 
CREATORS.COM
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Dear Annie
by Annie Lane

Clear expectations can lead to more help

Movie poster for “North of Normal.”

Too many paws under one roof

MOVIE REVIEW
“North of Normal”
2022 - Not Rated

1 hr 30 min
★★★★✩

I’ll freely admit I’m an 
old hippie at heart. I 
came of age in the late 
60s and early 70s, but 
was more into the music 
and politics than the 
alternative lifestyle. As 
much as I would have 
liked to, I was far too 
young to move out to 
San Fransisco and set-
tle down in Haight-
Ashbury. However, one 
of my few regrets in life 
was not hitchhiking out 
east with my lifelong 
pal “The Hawk” to 
attend Woodstock. Oh 
well, I’ll just have to 
settle for watching the 
documentary about the 
historic event.

These days, whenever 
I hear of a fi lm involving 
hippies, it goes right in 
my queue. I’m glad this 
fi lm was recommended 
to me — what a delight-
ful fi nd it is.

“North of Normal” is 
based on the best-selling 
2014 autobiography by 
model and fashion entre-
preneur Cea Sunrise 
Person. It covers the 
writer’s formative years 
growing up in com-
munes in Western 
Canada and the Yukon. 
The film is directed by 
writer Carly Stone, best 
known for her wonder-
ful television series 
“Kim’s Convenience.” 
She assembled a strong 
cast for the movie 
which includes Sarah 
G a d o n  ( “ F e r r a r i , ” 
“ E n e m y ” ) ,  R o b e r t 
Car ly le  (“The Ful l 

Monty,” “Trainspotting”) 
a n d  A m a n d a  F i x 
( “ O r p h a n  B l a c k : 
Echoes,” “High School”). 

Young Cea, played by 
the talented River Price-
Maenpaa, is living an 
idyllic life out in the 
woods. It’s the early 
1970s and she’s part of a 
hippie commune living 
off the grid. She spends 
her days exploring her 
surroundings and prac-
ticing archery. Cea’s 
grandparents “Papa 
Dick” (Carlyle) and 
Grandma Jeanne (Janet 
Porter) are loosely in 
charge of the group. Her 
mother Michelle (Gadon) 
is a free spirit who loves 
to get high and sleep 
around. Certainly an 
interesting role model 
for the young girl. Early 

on, her grandpa teaches 
her a valuable lesson. 
He asks her what she’d 
do when encountering a 
bear on the trail. “Don’t 
give in to fear,” he tells 
her. Then they both 
raise their hands in the 
air and roar. It’s some-
thing she’ll carry with 
her as she makes her 
way through life. 

One day Cea is shocked 
when her mother tells 
her she’s leaving her and 
moving to the city and 
she’ll be looked after by 
her grandparents. But 
she’s in good hands and 
they give her all the love 
and attention she needs 
to mature. The film 
jumps ahead six years to 
Cea who’s now a teen-
ager. There’s a joyous 
reunion as she and her 
mom start their new life 
in the big city. Just when 
you think things are

by Mark Domin
“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”

Movie Junkie Mark

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CALCULUS MEDIA AND GOOD GATE MEDIA.

Left, Sarah Gadon as Michelle Person and Amanda Fix as Cea Sunrise Person in 
the 2022 movie “North of Normal,” written by Alexandra Weir and Cea Sunrise 
Person and directed by Carly Stone.

Celebrating Papa Dick’s visit.

At the campsite. Young Cea played by River Price-Maenpaa.

Above, Papa Dick teaching 
young Cea not to be afraid.

See MOVIE, page 4C



We are in peak peach 
season and I can confi -
dently say that I have yet 
to bring home a bad 
peach. They’re cheap 
and my kids devour 
them. In fact, I had 
planned to make a baked 
brie with peaches the 
other night only to fi nd 
out my daughter ate all 
12 in a two-day period. 
As much as I wanted to 
yell, she certainly met 
her daily vitamin C, fi ber 
goals and then some.

When we aren’t eat-
ing them straight from 
the fruit bowl, I love to 
find savory ways to 
enjoy them. Peaches 
pair so well with herbs, 
creamy cheese, bread 
and tomatoes. They 
really do have as much 
of a place on the dinner 
plate then they do in 
the dessert bowl as they 
bridge the gap from 
sweet to savory. This 
week I decided to grill 

peach halves and add 
them to my favorite 
tomato and bread salad, 
panzanella.

Panzanella is a salad 
made with the ripest 
tomatoes  that  are 
slightly salted so the 
juice is drawn out to 
make the dressing with 
the help of good olive 
oil, a touch of honey and 
balsamic vinegar. The 
juice soaks into oven-
dried bread pieces and it 
turns heavenly. This 
salad has lots of fresh 
basil, torn burrata and 
the slightest bite from 
garlic and red onion.

The peaches are 
grilled so that they get 
a slightly smoky flavor 
and soften. The natural 
sugars caramelize and 
may stick so brush 
them with olive oil 
beforehand. Make sure 
to use a good loaf of 
sourdough. I prefer 
tearing the bread into 

pieces for more of a rus-
tic feel. The uneven 
edges brown a bit in the 
oven and stay crisp even 
when soaked in the 
juices. Burrata is the per-
fect addition and because 
it’s so creamy, it’s best 
added at the end so it 
doesn’t get lost in the 
mix.

Peach panzanella is a 
perfect side to any 
grilled meat. It’s the 
best of summer in a 
bowl. The longer it can 
sit, the more fl avorful it 
gets. Take advantage of 
peach season while it 
lasts. Cobblers and pies 
are good but try making 
some room on your din-
ner plate for them too!

Cheers, Mombeau

Peach Panzanella 
Salad

4 ripe peaches

4 cups of sourdough, 
torn into 1-inch cubes

2 tbsp olive oil

10 oz grape tomatoes, 
halved

1 cup sliced red 
onion

1 garlic clove, 
minced

3 tbsp balsamic
vinegar

4 tbsp olive oil

1 tbsp honey

½ cup fresh basil, torn

4 oz burrata cheese

1 tsp coarse salt

Preheat your oven 
to 350 degrees. Toss 
the torn bread with the 
two tablespoons of 
olive oil and lay on a 
baking sheet. Bake for 
about 15 minutes or 
until the bread is dried 
out  and cr isp .  Set 
aside to cool.

Heat your grill to 
medium high heat and 

brush the tops of the 
peaches with olive oil. 
Grill, cut side down for 
three minutes, then fl ip 
and cook for another two 
minutes. Remove from 
the heat and let cool.

Combine the three 
tablespoons of olive oil, 
b a l s a m i c  v i n e g a r , 
honey, garlic  salt and 
pepper in a large bowl. 
Whisk together and 
then add the tomatoes 
and onions. Let it sit for 
at least 10 minutes to 
marinate. Ideally, mari-

nate the tomatoes and 
onions while the bread 
dries out in the oven. 
Slice the peaches and 
add them to the bowl 
along with the bread. 
Gently toss together 
with the torn basil. 
Check for seasoning 
and add more vinegar, 
olive oil or salt.

Before serving, gen-
tly tear the burrata into 
bite-size pieces and lay 
over the top. 

Enjoy!
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by Anna Lizer

PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

We all likely have seen 
the fad making the rounds 
about lymphatic drainage 
and circulation. To be 
honest, I am all for health 
and wellness,  but I 
thought this one was a 
hoax until I started feel-
ing super sluggish and a 
bit puffy all the time.

I thought dry brushing 
was just another aes-
thetic wellness trend that 

looked cute in bathroom 
routines but did not actu-
ally do anything.

I tried it anyway and hon-
estly, it has become one of 
my favorite pre-shower rit-
uals. There is something 
about it that is super ener-
gizing. It wakes me up in a 
way coffee almost does, but 
in a physical way versus 
mental. My skin also is so 
much smoother over time 

as the brush exfoliates 
super well and I noticed 
less of a heavy feeling in 
the mornings on my body 
after I dry brush.

It takes about fi ve min-
utes a day. I do it while the 
shower is heating up and it 
makes me feel way more 
put together before my day 
even begins. The only 
down side is that you do 
have to remember to do it 

regularly for it to matter 
and to see results. But once 
you build up a routine and 
add this in, it will stick. 

I would rate this a 4.7 out 
of fi ve. This product makes 
me feel like I somehow have 
my life together at 8 a.m. 
and has made me more con-
fi dent as my bloating and 
textured skin is relaxed.

Find it here: tinyurl.com/
ujr3x25d

Anti-alcohol people 
who would like to see a 
reinstatement of prohibi-
tion occasionally suggest 
that wine is little more 
than chemicals added to 
grape juice before or after 
it’s fermented.

They like to argue that 
the U.S. government per-
mits chemicals to be 
added to wine. Which is 
partially true. But almost 
no “additives” are in the 
fi nal product. A few are 
used during the process-
ing of wine, but most of 
them are filtered out 
before the wine reaches 
consumers. 

But wine today, whether 
it’s from the United States 
or a place you have never 

heard of, is better than it 
has ever been. An exam-
ple may explain why.

A winemaker and 
friend, in an off-the-
record comment, years 
ago said he used gum ara-
bic in some of his least 
expensive wines, which I 
had praised for their great 
value. These were not top-
quality wines. But decades 
ago, the same sort of wine 
was nearly undrinkable. 
Today it is tasty and a 
good value.

The use of gum arabic, 
sometimes called guar 
gum, a byproduct of 
Acacia trees, helps to deal 
with bitter tannins in 
astringent red wines. It is 
also widely used in the 

production of many foods.
Over 50 years of writing 

about wine, I have spoken 
with thousands of wine-
makers and rarely have 
any of them denied using 
legal additives. But they 
explain that it’s always a 
benign product that 
improves the quality. 

Some additives make it 
more palatable and more 
authentic to the grape 
variety on the label. 
Others keep the wine far 
more stable, so they 
remain tasty far longer 
than wines that were 
made decades ago.

I know of only one 
“additive” that winemak-
ers are so proud of that 
they brag about using it: it 
is the use of French oak 
barrels, which are com-
monly used to make the 
best cabernet sauvignons.

Winemakers every-
where often have a “little 
black box” that contains 
things to add to a wine to 
improve it. Such additives 
are always used to benefi t

Wine ‘additives’

Wine  Talk
by Dan Bergerby Dan Berger

4.7 Out Of 5

We LOVE testing out new 
things! Tell us about your 
favorite item or something 
you want us to try for you! 
Drop us a line at media@
grossepointenews.com.

Grill season side
07

09
26

In Town!In Town!

BESTBEST
BURGERSBURGERS

FrenchFrench
Dipsppppppp

Saturday & SundaySaturday & Sunday

BESTBEST
PHILLY STEAKSPHILLY STEAKS

Order season tickets now at gpt.org/subscribe 
or call 313-881-4004

Buy single Mainstage show
tickets at gpt.org

Les Misérables
September 18 –
October 11, 2026

Grosse Pointe Theatre’s
MAINSTAGE 2026-27 SEASON

AT THE SCHA AP CENTER

September 18 –
October 11, 2026

White Christmas
The Musical
December 4-20, 2026

The Book
Club Play
February 18-28, 2027

NOW ON SALE

SEASON SUBSCRIPTIONS
     & SINGLE TICKETS

07
09

26

Club Play
February 18-28, 2027

The Curious
Incident
of the Dog in the Night-time 

April 15-25, 2027

dd i k / b ib

Incident
of the Dog in the Night-time 

April 15-25, 2027

Mary Poppins
The Broadway Musical 
June 4-20, 2027

See WINE, page 4C
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going to be stable, 
Michelle continues her 
habit of falling for one 
disastrous boyfriend 
after another.

At one point they even 
resort to squatting at sum-
mer homes of city folk. 

A telling scene occurs 
when Cea and Michelle 
spend the day at the 
beach. While her mom is 
off frolicking in the 
water, Cea is approached 
by a talent scout who 
tells her she’s beautiful 
and asks her if she’d like 
to audition for a model-
ing job. It could end up 
with her working in 
Paris. During flash-
backs, we learn that one 
of their dreams is to 
travel to Paris together, 
and her prized posses-
sion is a snow globe of 
the Eiffel Tower. Even 

though it goes against 
the anti-establishment 
mores of her upbring-
ing, the job sounds very 
intriguing to her. 

Another  amusing 
scene is when Cea is 
being interviewed by the 
school principal and he 
inquires about her living 
situation. She tells him 
that she appreciates the 
fact that she now has her 
own bedroom, and 
doesn’t have to sleep 
with her mom and her 
boyfriends. Realizing 
what it sounds like, she 
has to clarify that she 
doesn’t actually sleep 
WITH the boyfriends, 

they were just there. 
Even still, her living situ-
ation has an awkward 
ring to it. 

The film was nomi-
nated for a number of 
awards and I can see 
why. It’s a moving por-
trayal of a young girl 
coming of age in an inter-
esting time and environ-
ment. I really enjoyed the 
performances from both 
Amanda Fix and River 
Price-Maenpaa. Maybe 
it’s the teenager in me, 
but I got a kick out of 
hearing the younger Cea 
swearing like a sailor. 
There’s just something 
innately funny about an 

innocent kid cussing. 
That’s not to take away 
from her acting chops — 
I think we’re going to see 
a lot more from this tal-
ented girl. I also thought 
it was interesting that 
while Robert Carlyle is 
Scottish, he somehow 
totally lost his accent. 
That takes talent!

The cinematography 
also was outstanding. 
David Robert Jones did a 
commendable job cap-
turing the stunning 
beauty of the Canadian 
wilderness. Shot after 
shot could be easily 

turned into postcards. 
Overall, one of the things 
I especially appreciated 
is that this is one of those 
movies where almost 
nothing really bad hap-
pens. Sure, there are 
plenty of emotional 
scenes but they’re all in 
keeping with the narra-
tive. And the ending, 
while a bit abrupt, sort of 
sets the stage for a 
sequel. Fingers crossed 
that that’s in the works. 

Note to parents: The 
film is unrated but I’d 
says it’s in between a 
PG-13 and R, mainly due 

to cussing and drug use. 
Currently streaming for 

free on Kanopy and 
Hoopla (with your library 
card). Also on Tubi, 
Prime, and the Roku 
Channel, and to rent on 
YouTube, Apple TV, 
Fandango, and Amazon 
Prime.

My rating system:

★ A real stinker. A 
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to 
admit you’ve seen it, 
but you have to rate it 
nonetheless. 

★★ So-so. Not a total 
waste of time, but you 
would have been better 
off reading a good book. 

★★★ Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any 
other movies in your 
queue, you might watch 
it again.

★★★★ One you’d
recommend to friends.

★★★★★  So good
you’d actually buy it! 

If you have any movie 
suggestions, feel free to 
email me at: domin-
mark@yahoo.com. 

Also, if you’re looking 
for more recommenda-
tions, be sure to check 
out my blog: moviejunk-
iemark.blogspot.com.
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100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

100 ANNOUNCEMENTS

126 CONTRIBUTIONS

131 COUNSELORS /
THERAPISTS

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

200 HELP WANTED
GENERAL

203 HELP WANTED
DENTAL / MEDICAL

203 HELP WANTED
DENTAL / MEDICAL

210 HELP WANTED
RESTAURANT

302 SITUATION WANTED
CONVALESCENT CARE

(313)882-6900 ext. 14 (313)882-6900 ext. 4 (313)882-6900 ext. 1

Grandma Jeanne (Janet Porter), young Cea (River 
Price-Maenpaa) and Papa Dick (Robert Carlyle).

Michelle (Sarah Gadon) and Cea (Amanda Fix) at 
the beach.

A quiet moment.

MOVIE
Continued from page 2C

WINE
Continued from page 3C

consumers by giving the 
wine something the 
grapes never had, or it 
deals with a problem.

Years ago, I wrote a col-
umn in which I explained 
the broad use of the addi-

tive Mega Purple in the 
making of some expen-
sive red wines. Strictly 
speaking, Mega Purple 
doesn’t actually improve 
red wines. It just makes 
them darker and alters 
their aromas. It is best 
used in red, cheaper 
wines.

A winemaker confi ded 

to me that wine at all qual-
ity levels was “adjusted” 
in some legal way, but 
that almost every wine is 
improved by the proce-
dure. Today, one impor-
tant procedure is how 
many wineries are reduc-
ing the alcohol content of 
their wines because con-
sumers are looking for 

that kind of product.
Winemakers who use 

additives should not be 
embarrassed to say so. 
They should be proud that 
they made proper use of 
tactics that improve the 
wine for every consumer.

Wine of the Week:
2024 Villa Wolf Dry 

Riesling, Pfalz ($16) —
Floral aromas mark the 
nose of this delightful 
w h i t e  w i n e  f r o m 
Germany. The wine is 
slightly sweet on the 
fi rst sip, but the after-
taste is relatively dry, as 
is much of the dry ries-
ling from Germany. 
This delightful wine is 

frequently discounted.

To fi nd out more about 
Sonoma County resi-
dent Dan Berger, visit 
the Creators Syndicate 
webpage at www.cre-
ators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2025 
CREATORS.COM.
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Summertime  
& the Grosse Pointe News: A perfect combo.

700 APTS/FLATS/DUPLEX
POINTES/HARPER WOODS

GROSSE POINTE
PARK

lovely 1,600 sq. ft.
2 bedroom 2 bath,

upper unit with
basement and
1 car garage.

$1,900 per month.
Available

immediately.
Leave message
(586)945-1092

712 GARAGES / MINI
STORAGE WANTED

GARAGE WANTED
Grosse Pointe

resident seeking
nearby rental space

for classic car
storage.

Must be dry
and secured.

Daytime access
required.

Please call or text
(248)797-4020

Property For Rent

Directory of ServiceS
Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

406 ESTATE SALES

 PRESENTS
an exquisite

Grosse Pointe
Estate Sale

Featuring high end
oil artwork sculp-

tures, furniture, an-
tiques, Drexel,

Henredon, Crate &
Barrel, vintage
video games,

books, costume
jewelry, vintage

Christmas, vintage
Lego.

MUCH MORE.
DON'T MISS
THIS SALE

735 WASHINGTON
GROSSE POINTE
JULY 9, 10, 11

Thursday, Friday
10- 4.

Saturday, 10- 2.
(313)214-7936

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

GARAGE SALE
901 Lincoln:

corner Lincoln
and Chalfonte

Friday and Saturday
July 10th & July 11th

8am to 2pm
Dish ware, pots,

pans, baking dishes,
jewelry, clothing,

books, small
appliances
and more!

GARAGE/
ESTATE SALE
24630 REGAL

PLACE
HARRISON TWP

48045
Lots of golf items,

Health Books, Bikes,
Tools, Men's

Clothes, Kitchen
Saturday, July 11

and Sunday, July 12
10am - 4pm
CASH ONLY

409 GARAGE / YARD /
RUMMAGE SALE

JULY 10 & 11
9AM- 4PM

855 Loraine St.
Grosse Pointe.

Handmade quilts,
sewing and quilting
supplies, antiques,
original artwork,

Hummels, vintage
collectibles,

furniture, books,
home décor,
kitchenware,

and more. Quality
items priced to sell.

Come see!

MULTI FAMILY SALE
Home purge!

Many new items!
Home decor;
housewares;

clothing.
Priced to sell!

Friday, July 10 and
Saturday, July 11

9am - 1pm.
1200 N. Oxford
Grosse Pointe

Woods
No early birds!
CASH/ VENMO

415 WANTED TO BUY

SELL ME YOUR
 VINYL RECORDS

 We buy LP's, 45's
 No collection

too large.
 We come to you!

 RIPE RECORDS
 Call (313)469-7479

602 FORD

2014 Lincoln MKZ
82,000 miles.

Well maintained.
Gently driven.

Brand new tires.
Brand new shocks.

Single family
owned.

Outstanding/
Excellent Condition.

Asking $10,500.
Text (313)657-0585

651 BOATS AND MOTORS

FOR SALE:
1986 Grady-White,
24 foot. Recently

restored, equipped
with 235 Johnson

motor, 15
horsepower kicker,

2 biminis,
downriggers.

Pristine condition.
$21,999,

trailer included
(compare to

$200,000 new!).
Contact

ksk@ksklaw.com

651 BOATS AND MOTORS

BOSTON WHALER
24 Outrage 1994

awesome condition,
custom rigging,

loaded with
features for family
cruise and sandbar

outings. 225 HP
Evenrude, 544
hours- over 30

years. Eagle trailer.
Free gated Marina

dry well, launch
site- to October.

Text (313)590-5485

Yard & Estate Sale Map

To view this week’s
Yard and Estate Sale Map

please visit the Life & Entertainment
section of our website at:

www.grossepointenews.com

907 BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

ACCULEVEL
Your foundation

repair and
basement

waterproofing
experts.

Whether basement,
crawl space or
concrete slab,

we’ll guide you on
the right path to a

healthy home.
Act now!

Up to $600 off.
Restrictions apply.

Call for a free
consultation.

1(866)438-1859

911 BRICK / BLOCK WORK

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

•Chimneys
•Porches
•Concrete

•Steps
•Stonework

•Tuckpointing
•Patios

•Fireplaces
•Brick Work
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

Residential
Commercial

MASTER BUILDERS
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

912 BUILDING / REMODELING

SPECIALIZING
in Bathroom and

Kitchen Remodels
Decades of

experience and a
legacy of

craftsmanship.
Committed to

delivering results
that stand the test

of time.
4th Generation tile

& stone setter
(586) 217-7795

Nauticaltile.com

914 CARPENTRY

Wood Rot
Repair Specialists

Garage
Straightening
Deck Repairs

Crown Molding
Custom Wood

Projects
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

920 CHIMNEY REPAIR

MADISON
MAINTENANCE
specializing in
restoration of

chimneys, porches,
houses, brick walls,

tuck pointing, all
masonry. Grosse
Pointe resident.
Free estimates.
Licensed and

insured.
masonrygp88@

gmail.com
(313)885-8525

Cell (313)402-7166
NOW OFFERING

FINANCING

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

 Debris Removal
•Clean Outs

•Hauling
Unwanted Items

•Dumpsters
Available
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

927 DEBRIS / CLUTTER 
REMOVAL

DUMPSTERS
AVAILABLE

•Clean Outs
•Basement/

  Garage Clean Out
•Debris Removal

 (313)408-1166
929 DRYWALL / PLASTERING

936 FLOOR SANDING /
REFINISHING

NATURAL
 HARDWOOD

FLOORS
 Dustless floor

 sanding, staining,
refinishing,

 molding, install.
 Free estimates.

 Guaranteed.
 30 plus years
 experience.

 Tony Arevalo
 (313)330-5907

 visit us at:
refinishmyfloor.com

939 GENERAL SERVICES

GUTTER • WINDOW
CLEANING

Insured
Call Tom Micoli
(313)656-9402

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

BRYS
LAWN & SNOW LLC

Spring cleanup,
weekly cutting,
bush trimming,

weeding.
Free quotes.

Established 1986.
Jim Sr.

(586)804-2186

DAVE's
TREE & SHRUB
CARPENTRY

Tree Removal/
Trimming

Stump Grinding
FREE ESTIMATES

35% OFF SUMMER
DISCOUNTS

SENIOR DISCOUNTS
* FIREWOOD *

AVAILABLE
25 Years

(586)216-0904
davestreeand

shrub.com

943 LANDSCAPERS /
TREE SERVICE/GARDENER
GARDENER

serving the finest
Grosse Pointe

homes since 1979.
Affordable next

day personalized
service.

Provencal, Lake
Shore and condo

experience.
Spring Cleanup,
expert trimming,

weeding, bed
edging, cultivating,

shrub
& flower planting,

rose pruning,
ornamental shrub
& tree care, mulch

plus more.
Ron (313)377-1467

Serving
Grosse Pointe

and the
surrounding areas.

Cleanups,
mulch- redos,
landscaping,

weeding,
hedge trimming.

•Professional Help•
Call or Text:

Johnny Harrison
(313)550-3585

VANDENBUSSCHE
LANDSCAPING

SERVICES:
Power wash patios.
Landscape, mulch

and sod.
Shrub trimming.
Spring and Fall

Clean- up.
 Garden

Maintenance.
(313)268-0778

944 GUTTERS

Gutter
Replacement

& Repair
5 & 6 inch

Gutter Guards
Gutter Cleaning
Free Estimates

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

NO more cleaning
out gutters.
Guaranteed!

LeafFilter is backed
by a no- clog

guarantee and
lifetime

transferrable
warranty.
Call today

1(866)495-1709
to schedule a FREE
inspection and no

obligation estimate.
Plus get 75% off
installation and

a bonus
$250 discount!

Limited time only.
Restrictions apply,
see representative
for warranty and

offer details.

944 GUTTERS

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Temper Aluminum

Gutter Covers
Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

945 HANDYMAN

HANDYMAN
specializing in

Plumbing, Heating,
Air Conditioning,

Electrical
and miscellaneous

odd jobs.
Lifetime career

experience,
reference available.
Call Douglas Kehrer

at
(586)292-5971

We're your
"TO DO"

list handymen!
Let us help you with

any plumbing,
electrical,

carpentry and
much more.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
 (313)408-1166

948 INSULATION

A quiet home is a
relaxing home!

Blown in Cellulose
Insulation is

GREEN, cost and
energy efficient.

Red Baron
Enterprises, LLC

can insulate
your home.
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commercial
INSULATION

 EXPERTS
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

FREE ESTIMATES
 Interior/Exterior
 Commercial &

Residential
 313.882.9234

JOHN’S PAINTING
Interior/Exterior

Repairing:
Damaged plaster,
 drywall, cracks,

windows
puttying, caulking.
Fire/Water damage

 insurance work.
 All work

guaranteed
 G. P. References
 License/Insured
Free estimates
Senior Discount
(313)882-5038

954 PAINTING / DECORATING

Painting Services
Interior & Exterior

Floors
Drywall
Plaster

Restoration
Wood Finishing

+ Staining
+ much more!

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

957 PLUMBING
& INSTALLATION

Plumbing
Diagnosis

Installation
Repair

Hot Water Tanks
Snaking

RedBaron
Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

959 POWER WASHING

PRESSURE
WASHING

and
SOFT WASHING

SERVICES:
Driveways,

Sidewalks, Patios,
Concrete Garage

Floors, House
Siding, Stucco,

Fences,
Outdoor Furniture,

Garbage and
Recycling Bins, etc.

FOR A
FREE ESTIMATE

contact
Joseph Agnone at
(313)405-1513 or
josephagnone4

@gmail.com

960 ROOFING SERVICES

RR CODDENS
Family since 1924

(313)886-5565
(313)550-6602

Licensed•Builder•Insured

Re-Roofs ~ Tear Offs
Flat Roofs

Chimney Repair

NEW INSTALLATION
Roofs, Gutters

Repairs
Siding

Financing Available!
RedBaron

Enterprises.com
(313)408-1166

Residential
Commercial

ROOFING EXPERTS
Lifetime Warranty

on Shingles
Licensed & Insured

Free Estimates
(313)886-0520

Grosse Pointe Woods

HOME IMPROVEMENT

INCORPORATED

981 WINDOW WASHING

Buy it.

$ell it.

classifieds
313-882-6900

Classifieds: 313-882-6900 x 4

Buy! $ell!
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Contract Bridge
A TANTALIZING PROBLEM

Today’s deal features a relative-
ly common problem: how to decide 
which opponent to finesse for a miss-
ing queen. In many cases, the solution 
is readily available — provided declar-
er is willing to put the necessary effort 
into finding it.

Assume you’re in six spades and 
West leads a diamond. Your only pos-
sible losers are a heart and a club, and 
the problem is to find the best way of 
avoiding one or both of them.

Let’s say you win the diamond with 
the ace, ruff a diamond, cash the K-A 
of trump, ruff another diamond and 
then lead a low club to the jack. You 
would be home free if the jack won the 
trick since you could next play the ace 
and another club; regardless of who 
won the king, the heart problem would 
be resolved. But, unfortunately, East 
takes the jack with the king and returns 
a club.

You win with the queen and cash the 
ace in order to gather as much informa-
tion as you can about the composition 
of the unseen hands before tackling 
the heart suit. This proves illuminating 
when East shows out on the last club, 
enabling you to get a fairly accurate 
picture of the opposing distribution.

You know from the play thus far that 
West originally had two spades and 
five clubs, and judging from his open-
ing lead of the diamond three (fourth-
best), that he also started with four 
diamonds.

With 11 of West’s cards in three 
suits accounted for, it follows that he 
was dealt only two hearts. East, with 
an original holding of four hearts, is 
thus twice as likely to have the queen 
as West.

You should therefore go with the 
odds and take the heart finesse against 
East. In the actual case, the finesse suc-
ceeds, and the slam is home.

©2026 King Features Syndicate Inc.

by Steve Becker

Weekly HoroscopesWeekly HoroscopesWeekly Horoscopes
Royal StarsRoyal StarsRoyal Stars
MoonAlert: There are no 

restrictions to shopping or 
important decisions today. 
The Moon is in TAURUS.

Happy Birthday for 
Thursday, July 9, 2026: 
You are curious, sensi-
tive, imaginative and real-
istic. You’re enthusiastic 
about a wide-range of 
subjects. This year you 
will reap the benefi ts of 
all your hard work. 
Acknowledgement from 
others, promotions and 
the spotlight will shine on 
you.

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)
Your desire to relate to 

others, especially at 
work, will be stronger in 
the next four weeks, 
which is why you might 
choose to make peace 
with co-workers or cus-
tomers. In fact, it’s an 
excellent window to 
extend an olive branch to 
someone. Tonight: Check 
your money.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

Romance is favored in 
the next four weeks! In 
addition, your social life 
will get a boost, because 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o 
schmooze with others, 
and enjoy the arts and 
the entertainment world, 
as well as visit restau-
rants and hotels will be 
pleasing options for you. 
Tonight: You’re strong.

GEMINI
(May 21-June 20)

Look for ways to 
improve where you live 
or make your digs more 
attractive. This will 
please you. You might 
want to entertain at 
home as well, especially 
to show off your clever 
ideas. Tonight: Enjoy 
solitude.

CANCER
(June 21-July 22)

A lovely infl uence has 
just begun for your sign, 
which promotes interac-
tions with siblings, rela-
tives and neighbors. 
You’ll fi nd that you’ll be 
more charming when 
talking to everyone. 
Tonight: Be friendly.

LEO
(July 23-Aug. 22)

You will attract money, 
favors and gifts from oth-
ers in the next four weeks. 
This could make you feel 
more extravagant, which is 
why you might buy beauti-
ful clothes, jewelry and 
objects to beautify your 
home. Tonight: Be modest.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

Lucky you! For the next 
few four weeks, fair Venus 
will be in your sign making 
you more charming and 
attractive in everyone’s 
eyes. Communications 
with everyone will be eas-
ier and more gracious. 
Tonight: Explore!

LIBRA
(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Some of you will be 
involved in secret love 
affairs in the next four 
weeks, or a saucy fl irtation 
that makes your heart skip 
a beat. You will also be 
more generous and more 
selfless in your closest 
relationships. Tonight: 
Check your fi nances.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Friendships will mean 
more to you in the next 
four weeks. You might 
feel closer to a friend or a 
member of a group. You 
might be involved in char-
itable activities more than 
usual as well. Tonight: 
Listen carefully.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Others will admire you 
in the next four weeks. 
Someone will seek your 
advice about how to make 
something look more 
attractive — a webpage, 
design, layout work, even 
gardening. Tonight: Work 
and get better organized.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Opportunities to travel 
for pleasure will increase 
in the next four weeks. Be 
aware of this and be ready 
to act if you can break 
free of your daily routine 
and explore more of the 
world, either close to 
home or far way. 
Romance with someone 
“different” might blos-
som. Tonight: Socialize!

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

The next four weeks 
are an excellent time for 
financial negotiations 
and discussions about 
shared property, inheri-
tances or anything that 
you own jointly with 
someone else. Romance 
will be passionate! 
Tonight: Relax at home.

PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)

Fair Venus is opposite 
your sign for the next 
three weeks, which is 
one of the best places it 
can be. Relationships 
with others will improve 
— casual and romantic. 
Even your relations with 
your enemies will be bet-
ter! Tonight: Enjoy a con-
versation.

BORN TODAY
Actor, fi lmmaker Tom 

Hanks (1956), artist 
David Hockney (1937), 
actor Jimmy Smits 
(1955). 
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Weekly   ChallengeWeekly   Challenge

Universal Crossword

ACROSS
  1 Celestial 

bear
  5 Made less 

challenging
 10 Ergo
 14 Physics No-

belist Niels
 15 Like an 

acrobat
 16 Anger
 17 Give off
 18 Evaluates 

on Yelp
 19 Penne ___ 

vodka
 20 Square-

shaped 
stuffed 
pasta (Note 
the last 3 
letters of this 
answer + ...)

 22 
be true (... 

this one)
 24 Excel
 26 

walk
 27 Turned 

into (Last 4 
letters + ...)

 30 Scratch-off 

 34 Shake-

 35 Quick  
scissor cut

 37 
 39 Allow
 40 Car-stealing 

for short
 41 Act nosy
 43 Green veggie
 44 

onstage

 46 
Texas

 48 Basic point
 49 Vehicle 

hail (Last 3 
letters + ...)

 51 Soul icon 
Franklin  

 53 “Watch it!”
 54 Extra  

feature
 56 Political  

refugee 
(Last 3 
letters + ...)

 59 The “A” in 
LGBTQIA+ 

 63 
 64 ___-garde
 66 

 

 67 Against
 68 

daughter
 69 Male sheep
 70 Bygone
 71 Born earlier
 72 Mailbox 

feature
DOWN
  1 Ride- 

booking 
choice

  2 
  3 Makeshift 

knife
  4 Craftsperson
  5 First to 

arrive
  6 ___ and ___
  7 Stop  

standing
  8 Mountain 

stat.
  9 Habitat for 

cacti

 10 Fitness 
coach

 11 
 12 “The ___ 

Duckling”
 13 Word after 

“Caspian” or 
“Caribbean”

 21 Unit of  
resistance

 23 Shabby
 25 Director 

Roth
 27 Hay bundle
 28 Decathlon 

 29 Terra-___
 31 

slang
 32 Hit the ball 

hard
 33 

horrible!”
 36 California 

 38 Mined stuff
 40 “Peer Gynt” 

 42 Type of 
sports car

 45 
display

 47 
org.

 48 
before  

 50 Title  
protagonist 
in a Rostand 
play

 52 Fish eggs
 55 Tango or 

Macarena
 56 Active Italian 

volcano
 57 Yoga  

surfaces
 58 Villainous
 60 Russian 

range
 61 

in a food 

 62 Bringing up 
the rear

 63 Tree goo
 65 Device at a 

CPR class

Edited by Taylor Johnson July 9, 2026

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

© 2026 Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

Intermissions by Paul and Heather Gearan7/9

7/8

© 2026 by Andrews McMeel Universal
www.upuzzles.com

7/2 Solution

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

© 2026 by Andrews McMeel Syndication
7/2 Solution

Complete the grid so every 
row, column and 3 x 3 box 
contains every digit from 1
to 9 inclusively.

U N I V E R S A L
Sudoku Puzzle

Previous
puzzle solution

7/9

Pointe Word Search
Find the words on the left in the puzzle below and

spell out the hidden sentence with the unused letters.

 H A D O O W G O D S
 V Y A W H T A P Q I
 N G L F U N I U N T
 H E S F U N I O N A
 T N I A R R H O T S
 I U M M R E M M U S
 B E R E E R T J U L
 B F L O W E R T Y D
 A A E N I H S N U S
 R Y N E D R A G O B

BUTTERFLY

DOGWOOD

FLOWER

GARDEN

PATHWAY

RABBIT

RAIN

SUMMER

SQUIRREL

SUNSHINE

TREE
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Professional Generator Installation, 
Maintenance & Repair313-489-2663313-489-2663

DON’T LET THE NEXT DON’T LET THE NEXT 
POWER OUTAGE CATCH POWER OUTAGE CATCH 

YOU OFF GUARD!YOU OFF GUARD!

Who You Hire Matters.
WITH 30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE helping buyers and
sellers in Grosse Pointe—and a lifetime as a resident—
I bring unmatched local knowledge, proven results,
and a deep commitment to this community.
Real estate isn’t just my job—it’s personal.

DINO RICCI
#DinoSells  313-460-2225 04

23
26

Swimmers who want 
to take to the open 
water and swim for a 
cause have the chance 
Friday, July 10, when 
Swim Across America 
returns to Michigan for 
its eighth annual Motor 
City Mile. The event, 
which begins at the 
Belle Isle Beach House, 
is an open-water swim 
for swimmers of all ages 
and skill levels to bene-
fit cancer research at 
the  Un ivers i ty  o f 
Michigan Rogel Cancer 
Center. 

“I have pride in the 
Rogel Cancer Center 
and the research that 
we do and I’ve also been 
a swimmer all my life,” 
said Erin Christensen, 
an administrative spe-
cialist for the Rogel 
Cancer Center and co-
director of the Motor 
City Mile. “... It’s been 
an evolution in the com-
munity and the support 
just keeps getting better 
each year.”

Christensen began 
swimming in Swim 
Across America’s first 
Motor City Mile in 2019. 

The event has raised 
more than $600,000 
throughout the years to 
fund research at the 
Rogel Cancer Center. 
The swim attracts more 
than 150 swimmers, vol-
unteers and spectators 
each year, sometimes 

even including appear-
a n c e s  f r o m  l o c a l 
Olympians. 

Swim Across America 
is dedicated to raising 
money and awareness 
for cancer research, 
prevention and treat-
ment through swim-

ming-related events. 
The organization holds 
open-water and pool 
swims in 27 communi-
ties across the country. 
Proceeds from the 
Motor City Mile benefi t 
the Rogel Cancer Center 
at the University of 

M i c h i g a n ,  w h e r e 
roughly 500 researchers 
are working to prevent 
cancer, improve out-
comes for those diag-
nosed and improve 
quality of life for cancer 
patients and survivors.

Registration for this 

year’s swim is still open. 
Check-in begins at 7 
a.m. Friday, July 10, at 
the Belle Isle Beach 
House ,  located  a t 
Oakway Drive and 
Riverbank Drive in 
Detroit. A welcome cer-
emony and words from 
this year’s “Why I 
Swim” speakers begin 
at 8 a.m., with the swim 
following at 8:45 a.m.

Swimmers can choose 
the length they would 
l ike to swim, with 
options including two 
miles, one mile, a half 
mile and a quarter mile. 
The swim is not compet-
itive, but is focused on 
raising awareness and 
funding for cancer 
research as well as an 
opportunity for self-
refl ection.

“It is timed, but it’s 
n o t  c o m p e t i t i v e , ” 
Christensen said. “It’s 
more about it being a 
personal journey. … 
Have it be a moment of 
personal growth and tri-
umph and connect it to 
a really good cause.”

Those interested in 
participating, volunteer-
ing or donating should 
visit swimacrosseamer-
ica.org/motorcitymile.

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Motor City Mile charity swim 
returns to Detroit July 10

COURTESY PHOTO

Swimmers gather for last year’s edition of the Swim Across America Motor City Mile. This year’s event 
will take place Friday, July 10, beginning at the Belle Isle Beach House in Detroit. The Motor City Mile is 
open to swimmers of all ages and skill levels to help raise funds for the University of Michigan Rogel 
Cancer Center.

Santino Cicarella is 
used to balancing a lot of 
responsibilities. He was a 
multi-sport athlete at 
Univers i ty  L igge t t 
School, playing football 
and running track and 
fi eld, and just fi nished his 
freshman year compet-
ing in both sports at the 
Division I collegiate level 
at Dartmouth College in 
New Hampshire. While 
he learned plenty of valu-
able lessons about bal-
ancing academics and 
athletics in high school, 
Cicarella learned that 
handling both in college, 
especially at an Ivy 
League school, can pres-
ent a whole new set of 
challenges.

However, Cicarella 
wants to share the les-
sons he learned as a stu-
dent-athlete in the Ivy 
League during his fresh-
man year. That is why he 
has begun his own men-
torship program to help 
teach younger student-
athletes what it takes to 
be successful both on the 

field and in the class-
room.

“It really started from a 
lot of my peers and 
friends being really inter-
ested in my experience at 
Dartmouth and wanting 
to know how challenging 
school was and what 
practices are like and 
things like that,” Cicarella 
said. “I thought that a lot 
of the valuable informa-
tion I can share with peo-
ple and give back to the 
youth can be helpful if 
they aspire to play 
Division I at that level 
and develop the habits 
that you need to be suc-
cessful at that level.”

Cicarella’s first year 
competing in the Ivy 
League came with some 
highlights, mainly in 
track, including personal 
bests in the 60-meter 
dash at a meet against 
Columbia and Yale, as 
well as in the 200-meter 
dash at the Ivy League 
Indoor Championships in 
February. He began his 
mentoring program soon 
after he returned to 
Michigan following his 
freshman year. 

Services include video 
calls and in-person meet-
ings to help middle 
school and high school 
student-athletes learn 
how to properly manage 
things like sleep and 
recovery, self-discipline, 
time management and 
more when balancing 
academics and athletics 
at a high level. 

Cicarella’s philosophy 
in mentorship focuses 
mainly on building strong 
habits in the classroom 
and having those trans-
late to other areas of life. 
He believes focusing on 
academics fi rst can help 
lead to athletic excel-
lence, with things like 
sleep and recovery, lead-
ership and time manage-
ment being key to 
forming healthy habits 
for student-athletes. 
Cicarella said it is espe-
cially important for 
young student-athletes to 
learn these skills as early 
as possible because of 
how the habits and rou-
tines he formed as a stu-
dent-athlete in high 
school both helped and 
hindered him at the col-

legiate level.
“It taught me a lot of 

valuable lessons about 
the daily habits I formed 
in high school and how 
those things carry over 
into college,” he said. “... 
In college, nobody is 
really telling you when to 
study or when to recover 
properly. You have to 
hold yourself account-
able every day to be suc-
cessful, so one of the 
things that inspired me to 
get into mentoring was 
seeing people struggling 
in college with time man-
agement or sleep. … I 
think a lot of those habits 
are developed when 
you’re younger.”

Cicarella already has 
begun mentoring some 
clients and is accepting 
more applications for 
consulting as the sum-
mer continues. When he 
is not helping younger 
student-athletes, he is 
spending his offseason 
training for the upcom-
ing football and track 
c a m p a i g n s  w i t h 
Dartmouth, focusing 
mainly on improving his 
speed. 

The philosophy he has 
during the offseason is 
the same thing Cicarella 
tells the student-athletes 
he mentors.  One’s 

approach to one aspect of 
l i fe  mirrors  the ir 
approach to everything 

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Former ULS football, track standout 
mentors young athletes for success

COURTESY PHOTO

Santino Cicarella graduated from University 
Liggett School in 2025 and is currently a member of 
the football and men’s track and fi eld teams at 
Dartmouth College.

See MENTOR, page 2D
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else, so approach every-
thing with a positive and 
successful mindset. It has 
helped Cicarella begin to 
excel in all aspects of 
being an Ivy League stu-
dent and athlete. He 
wants more people to 
realize their full potential 

in the same way.
“How you do anything 

is how you do every-
thing,” Cicarella said. 
“That carries over into all 
areas of your life, 
whether it’s academics or 
athletics or just how you 
carry yourself. I can rep-
resent that by being a 
student-athlete at a 
school like Dartmouth. I 
want people to under-

stand that talent in ath-
letics can get your foot in 
the door, but your aca-
demics and your habits 
as a person will deter-
mine how far you can 
go.”

For more information 
about Cicarella’s mentor-
ship program and to 
book a consultation, visit 
www.Santinocicarella.
com. 

Few athletes in the 
world transcend their 
sport more than Serena 
Williams. The women’s 
tennis legend made her 
long-awaited return to 
Grand Slam singles com-
petition at the 2026 
W i m b l e d o n 
Championships, but 
waiting for her in the 
fi rst round of the Ladies’ 
Singles competition was 
a young challenger in 
the form of Grosse 
Pointe native Maya Joint. 

T h e  2 0 - y e a r - o l d 
Australian tennis player 
was born in Grosse 
Pointe and spent some of 
her earliest years play-
ing tennis at local places 
like the Neighborhood 
Club. Tuesday, June 30, 
Joint defeated Williams 
in three sets to eliminate 
the 23-time Grand Slam 
champion in the opening 
round of Wimbledon.

“I’ve always dreamt of 
this moment,” Joint said 
in her post-match press 
conference. “To play 
Serena Williams at 
C e n t r e  C o u r t  a t 

Wimbledon — I never 
thought I’d have the 
opportunity to do that, 
so I’m very lucky. … 
Every tennis player, at 
some point in their life, 
thinks that they don’t 
want to play anymore. 
This sport is my life and 
I love it.”

Joint won the fi rst set 
of the match 6-3. In a 
t igh t  second  se t , 
Williams won 7-6 in a 
tiebreaker to force a 
decisive third set. Joint 
then won the third and 
fi nal set 6-3 to secure her 
victory.

“I was pretty nervous,” 
Joint said. “I don’t think 
I was very free, but I got 
a good start, which was 
helpful. I tensed up a lit-
tle bit when I got close to 
winning, but I played my 
best tennis when I 
needed to.”

Joint is the 87th-
ranked women’s singles 
tennis player in the 
world by the Women’s 
Tennis  Associat ion 
(WTA). She was born in 
Grosse Pointe, but cur-
rently trains out of and 
represents Australia. 

Williams held the No. 

1 spot in the WTA rank-
ings for a total of 319 
weeks over the course of 
her career. Before her 
matchup with Joint at 
Wimbledon, Williams 
had not competed in a 
singles match at a Grand 
Slam tournament since 
the 2022 U.S. Open. 

Joint’s victory over 
Williams marked a sec-
ond consecutive first-
round exit for Williams 
in her most recent 
Wimbledon s ingles 
appearances. Williams 
lost to Harmony Tan in 
the opening round of the 
2 0 2 2  W i m b l e d o n 
Championships.

“I went in expecting 
that (Williams) would 
bring her best game that 
she had at her peak, 
because you have to pre-
pare for the hardest pos-
sible match,” Joint said. 
“I think she played really 
well.”

Following her victory 
over Williams, Joint was 
e l i m i n a t e d  f r o m 
Wimbledon in the sec-
ond round after falling in 
three sets to Alexandra 
E a l a  f r o m  t h e 
Philippines. 

Pointes native Joint defeats 
Williams at Wimbledon
By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

COURTESY PHOTO

Santino Cicarella poses with his championship plaque for winning the 2025 
Division 3 100-meter dash state championship while a senior at University 
Liggett School.

MENTOR:
Continued from page 1D

Little League teams begin collecting district titles
Little League baseball and softball district tournaments have begun, and some teams from around the Pointes have already been crowned as district champions. 
As some tournaments continue after press time, come back to the Grosse Pointe News next week to see if more local teams emerge with titles.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JENNIFER ROBERTS

The Grosse Pointe Little League Softball 12U team defeated Lac St. Clair in two 
games of a three-game district championship series last week, clinching the ti-
tle Tuesday, June 30. The team moves on to the state tournament beginning 
Thursday, July 9, hosted by St. Clair Little League at Legacy Park in St. Clair. 
The 12U championship team’s roster includes: Annabelle Reck, Eleanor 
Simaika, Emma Case, Evelyn Jensen, Giuliana Cubba, Gwyn Surma, Haylie 
Demay, Izzy Kopp, Maggie Scott, Mariella Campion, Rosie Battjes and Sophia 
Alles. The team’s manager is Brian Surma, with coaches Dan Battjes and Jeff 
Jensen.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JENNIFER ROBERTS

Grosse Pointe Little League Softball’s 10U team emerged as district champion 
after defeating Lac St. Clair in two games of a three-game series last Tuesday, 
June 30. Grosse Pointe will host the 10U state tournament at Ghesquire Park 
beginning July 17. Volunteers interested in helping with the state tournament 
should contact Grosse Pointe Little League Softball. The 10U district champi-
onship squad includes: Anna Toth, Ellie Klingbail, Ellie Mixon, Francesca 
Coyro, Jo Stanley, Kate Dobberowsky, Katelyn Mangol, Katerina Kostis, 
Lainey Luyk, Lucy Tymrak, Penny Kuczynski, Savannah Fisher. The manager 
is Dan Dobberowsky with coaches Anthony Toth and Damian Kostis.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Grosse Pointe Woods-Shores Little League 8U team won this year’s district 
championship over Grosse Pointe Farms-City. The team’s roster included: CJ 
Collier, Mikey Minor, Easton Mannino, Michael Traver, Alex Girodat, Rocco 
Battani, Cash Korte, Anthony Tocco, Michael Rahaim, Joey Shubnell, Alex 
Laquere and Sabastian Graff with manager Jason Traver.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Grosse Pointe Woods-Shores 9U Hicks team emerged as district champi-
ons, defeating Grosse Pointe Farms-City for the title. The team included: 
Bradley Balkema, Grayson Sharrow, Joe Hicks, Max Fekin, Ben Perlin, Conner 
Smith, Levi Chapel, Theo Chapman, Sam Sherer, Jordan Hogan and Will 
Farmer with manager Brian Hicks.



Wumo Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler

Carpe Diem Niklas Eriksson

Andy Capp Reg Smythe

Flying McCoys     Glenn McCoy
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B.C. Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni 

Crankshaft Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis

Scott Ketchum, Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton
Dennis the Menace  Hank Ketchum,

 Mother Goose and Grim Mike Peters

Beetle Bailey Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker

The Lockhorns

Bizarro     Dan Piraro and Wayno

Reality Check     Dave Whamond

“let me guess. . . you’re the potted 
shrimp, and she’s the tongue.”

“how was paris, gina? did you go 
to the ‘awful tower’?”

Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner

Peanuts Charles M. Schulz
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Blondie                                                                 Chris and Dean Young
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  Ziggy                      Tom Wilson

Over The Hedge                                        Michael Fry and T. Lewis

F Minus                                                                             Tony Carrilo

Wizard of Id      Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Hagar The Horrible   (Dik Browne & Chris Browne Original Creators)     Bob Webber Jr. and Gary Hallgren

“How much is PG-13 in dog years?”

Popeye                                                                  Bud Sagendorf

Crock                                          Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker 

 Close To Home        John McPherson

Paul & Brad Anderson
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Family Circus                              Bill and Jeff Keane

©2026 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd.
www.familycircus.com
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“He always gets me a good seat
at the parade.”

Garfield                                                                                                                                                 Jim Davis

“Mom! It’s me, Zoey, from 35 years in the
future! I’m 42 now and people think I’m 60!

Slather me every day with SPF 30!”

Marmaduke
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