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National awards roll in for GPNews

The Grosse Pointe
News'’ first time entering
the National Better
Newspaper Contest, pre-
sented by the National
Newspaper Association
Foundation, paid off
handsomely as the news-
paper collected 32
national honors.

“I am incredibly proud
of our team,” Grosse
Pointe News owner Sean

Cotton said. “While this
recognition will come as
no surprise to our read-
ers, it is always reward-
ing to have an
independent panel affirm
what our community
already knows. The staff
at the Grosse Pointe
News are simply out-
standing, providing jour-
nalism that is second to
none in covering the

Pointes.”

The awards, which
include placing first in
the contest’s new audi-
ence engagement cate-
gory, will be presented to
representatives from the
newspaper during a cer-
emony in September.

“Because this was a
national competition, I
went in with modest
expectations,” Publisher

Anne Gryzenia said. “We
believed in the quality of
our work, but we also
knew we were compet-
ing against some of the
finest newspapers in
America. To be recog-
nized with 32 national
awards is truly an honor.
It’s gratifying to know
that the work we do for
our community is being
recognized on a national

stage and it reinforces
that our local journalism
can compete with the
very best.”

The inaugural “It’s All
About Audience” cate-
gory, which was open to
all contest divisions, saw
the News place first for
its Fishing Classic.

According to the judge,
“This newspaper’s fish-
ing contest indeed

checked all the boxes. It
got people involved in
the community, devel-
oped its own audience
and showed that news-
papers can attract a
demographic that might
otherwise not pay much
attention to the news. All
around a stellar perfor-
mance!”

See AWARDS, page 2A

GPPSS to host
listening sessions

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

THE GROSSE POINTES
— The Grosse Pointe
Public School System will
hold four listening ses-
sions in August and
September as part of its
new strategic plan.
Acting Superintendent
Roy Bishop will be avail-

CALL (313) 343-5578
GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

BESTI

Grosse Poi

BES
BEST
Check out 40
Grosse Pointe area

favorites, chosen
by our readers!

See Section C

able:

4 5:30 p.m. Tuesday,
Aug. 4, Parcells Middle
School Student Union,

¢ 6 p.m. Thursday,
Aug. 27, Grosse Pointe
South High School front
lawn,

¢ 3:45 p.m. Thursday,
Sept. 10, Mason
Elementary School out-
door classroom and

¢ 8:30 a.m. Tuesday,
Sept. 29, Pierce Middle
School front lawn.

“The vision in our new
strategic plan is to be ‘the
premier educational
community where we
innovate, learn, grow and
thrive together’ and these
listening sessions pro-
vide an opportunity for
our whole community to
collaborate,” Bishop said.
“We are on our way to

See LISTEN, page 16A

Adorable
After 6

August Norlin
waited patient-
ly, mesmerized
by the bubbles,
while his par-
ents chatted
with a shop
owner during
the first After 6
on Kercheval
street fair June
27. The next
one takes place
Saturday, July
25.Find more
photos from
the fair on page
12A.

PHOTOS BY
RENEE LANDUYT

Village implements ‘Walk Your Wheels’ zone

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE — City
council Monday night unanimously
approved a traffic control order es-
tablishing a “Walk Your Wheels”
courtesy zone in The Village.

Community members remain
welcome to ride down to The
Village, but once there, they are
now required to walk their bicy-
cles, scooters and skateboards —
both electric and traditional.

An exception is mobility scoot-

ers.

“The goal is really to continue to
maintain a welcoming, safe and
accessible atmosphere for every-
said Cindy
Willcock, executive director of
Main Street Grosse Pointe.
There’s considerable safety risk to

body down here,”

“

riding bikes on sidewalks, but it’s
particularly riding bikes on side-
walks in downtown areas. Of
course, e-bikes and motorized
scooters move much faster, they’re
heavier and there’s more opportu-
nity for them to collide with some-
body who’s walking, especially
somebody who’s coming out of the

business and isn’t looking both
ways on a sidewalk, because you
don’t typically do that.”

The impetus for the “Walk Your
Wheels” zone is the increase in use
of and lack of regulation surround-
ing e-bikes, which have been
involved in severe and fatal acci-
dents in other nearby communi-

ties.

“Anyone that’s come to The
Village in the last couple years has
noticed that e-bike and scooter
traffic is up quite a bit and we’re

trying to get ahead of it,” Public
Safety Director John Alcorn said.
“We’ve had some near misses, but
we’ve been lucky we haven’t had
anything disastrous yet. But it’s
time for action.”

The zone, for which there soon

See WALK, page 3A

Park
turns
lead

lines to
golden
loan

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— You’re never fully
dressed without a smile.
And city representatives
this week were outfitted
to the nines — to the 19
millions.

By good fortune almost
unfathomable, the Park
this month received a
$19,855,000 zero-interest
state water system
improvement loan nor-
mally steered toward
unprosperous communi-
ties.

“I almost fell out of my
chair,” Manager Nick
Sizeland said.

The money is for elimi-
nating lead service lines
and associated activities,
an otherwise unfunded
statewide mandate
prompted by the Flint
water crisis that began in
2014.

“This loan is a trans-
formational win for our
community,” Mayor
Michele Hodges said.

Until now, the man-
date loomed over and
factored into every major
spending decision at city
hall.

“This investment will
allow us to accelerate the
replacement of lead ser-
vice lines, protect public

See LEAD, page 9A

Week Ahead ....... 3A
Opinion . .......... 6A
Schools .......... 16A
Features........... 1B
Obituaries . ........ 4B
Sports ............ 1D
Classified ads . . ... 10C

See story, page 4A
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Home: Grosse Pointe Park
Author shares her father’s
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Public safety assessment
will be on November ballot

Public engagement community
session planned for late July

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE — A communi-
ty meeting to educate
City residents on the
need to add a public
safety assessment to
their tax rolls will be
held from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Thursday, July 30, at
Maire Elementary
School.

It will serve as the
next step after city coun-
cil Monday night unani-
mously voted to place
the four-year, 1.25-mill
assessment on the
November ballot.

The additional
$613,000 in revenue
generated each year
partially would fund
public safety operations,
while also enabling the
city to catch up on
deferred equipment pur-
chases — such as a fire-

truck — and needed
repairs to the aging Neff
Park pool.

It is an alternative
option to a public safety
millage, which would be
subject to state roll-
backs, and is necessary,
city officials say, to off-
set continued budget
deficits the city nar-
rowly has avoided the
last several years.

The proposed ballot
language is as follows:

“Should the City of
Grosse Pointe raise
money to partially
equip, maintain, and
operate the City Police
and Fire Departments
(Public Safety) by
annual special assess-
ment levies of up to 1.25
mills ($1.25 per $1,000
of taxable value) on all
real property in the City
that is not exempt from
property taxes, for a
period of four years with

the levies to be from
2026 to 2029 to provide
funding for the 2027 to
2030 calendar years? If
approved and fully lev-
ied in December 2026,
the estimated revenue
from this special assess-
ment collected in the
first year would be
approximately
$613,750.00.”

For an average tax-
able value of $225,000,
the assessment would
cost residents approxi-
mately $281.25 per year.

Should it pass the
Nov. 3 ballot, a public
hearing would be held
Nov. 16, to consider a
resolution to establish a
special assessment dis-
trict — essentially the
whole city — and a reso-
lution to direct the col-
lection of the special
assessment.

Next, on Dec. 21, an
additional public hear-
ing would be held to
consider a resolution to
distribute the special
assessment.

From left,
Memory Care
Director Janet
Barolo,
Executive
Director
Leslee Poegel,
Life
Enrichment
Director
Kaitlyn Doran
and Business
Office
Manager
Britney
Mitchell.

Regal guest

American House Grosse Pointe
Cottage celebrated this month’s
Family Night with a patriotic
event honoring America’s 250th
birthday. The evening was a star-
spangled celebration filled with
red, white and blue decorations,
great company and an unforget-
table guest — a live bald eagle.

The majestic bird, named Bald
Eagle, is a female ambassador
eagle that travels with Michigan
Avian Experience. Residents,
families and staff at American
House were captivated seeing
the magnificent eagle up close.
The experience was educational
and inspiring, creating lasting
memories for those in atten-

dance.

American
House
Grosse
Pointe
Cottage
Executive
Director
Leslee
Poegel
poses with
Bald Eagle.

COURTESY
PHOTOS

AWARDS:

Continued from page 1A

An additional highlight
was the News placing
first in General
Excellence for a non-
daily newspaper in its
circulation class. The
judge, who reviewed
three full editions of the
paper, commented, “A
focus on community
really makes this paper
shine! Well designed,
continuity, visually
appealing and engaging.
Everything from school
news to public (safety)
reports for the crime

fans. Letters to the editor,
submitted photos for the
new sports feature
spread, are proof that
readers still appreciate
having a newspaper.
Well designed through-
out the entire editions,
including ad content.
Really enjoyed those Life
& Leisure pages that
remind me of the
’80s-’90s papers, with
party planning, school
lunch tips, etc.
Congratulations on 1st
place!”

Other editorial honors
— including 10 catego-
ries open to daily and
non-daily newspapers —

GROSSE POINTE NORTH

CLASS OF
1980 & 1981

45th & 46th
REUNION

Saturday, August 1
Bayview Yacht Club

For ticket
information email:

gpnclassof80@gmail.com
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included:
& Best Front Page
Design, fourth place,

Jody McVeigh

¢ Best Reader-
Generated Campaign,
third place, yearly calen-
dar, Donna Zetterlund,
Editorial staff and Sales
team

¢ Best Reporting on
Local Government, third
place, Laurel Kraus for
“Theft ring brought to
light with aid from GP”

4 Best Sports Column,
second place, Brad
Lindberg for “Softball is
better than baseball”

& Best Sports Column,
fourth place, Mike
Adzima and Production
team for “Guest pickers”

¢ Best Headline
Writing, first place, Ted
O’Neil for “Hans off that
lizard!” and Lindberg for
“Ambulance beef lacks
meat”

¢ Best Local News
Coverage, second place,
Editorial staff for April
and September editions

& Best Editorial, second

and third places, Editorial
staff for “Enough is
enough” and “No creativi-
ty allowed”

¢ Best Editorial Page,
third place, Editorial staff

¢ Best Original
Editorial Cartoon, second
and third places, Ken
Schop for “I'll show you
my database ...” and
“Kids now and then”

¢ Best News and
Opinion on Public
Corruption, fourth place,
O’Neil for “BoE trustee
facing scrutiny over tax
forms”

# Best Breaking News
Photo, second and fourth
places, Renee Landuyt for
“Burn, baby, burn” and
“Beautiful reunion”

& Best Feature Photo,
third place, Landuyt for
“Poodle wears ‘doggles’™

& Best Sports Photo,
second place, Landuyt for
“Superman touchdown”

¢ Best Special News,
Sports, Niche, Feature
Section or Edition, third
place, Adzima and John
Pigott for “Kickoff! Your

25305 Little Mack Ave. Saint Clair Shores, Ml 48081
(586) - 343 - 8253

| | Residential & Commercial |

: Irrigation Installation & Repair ® Outdoor Lighting

Mack Alger Firestone

22025 Greater Mack Ave. * Saint Clair Shores
586-771-7050 » Mackalgertire.com

Offer Valid through July 31,2026
Firestone or ZRIDGESTONE REBATE

uUpP
TO

ZRIDGESTONE &

$70-580

BACK BY MAIL ON A FIRESTONE OR BRIDGESTONE
VISA® PREPAID CARD WITH THE PURCHASE OF
4 ELIGIBLE FIRESTONE OR BRIDGESTONE TIRES.

See store for details.

TIRES
Per Tire At Mack Alger Firestone, On

L Our Already Low Price On A Set 0f 4 Tires

(Only select stores can offer the additional $10 per tire... does not have to

be a set in this offer.)

“DOES NOT INCLUDE DISCOUNTED TIRES. CALL FOR SIZES & PRICES * PRICING VALID THROUGH 07/31/26

COMPLETE AUTO CARE

Diagnostic Testing ¢ Certified Mechanics
www.Mackalgertire.com

guide to the gridiron”

& Best Business
Feature Story, second
place, McVeigh for
“Couple creating culinary
dream with Pangea
Global Kitchen”

& Best Profile Feature
Story, third and fourth
places, McVeigh for
“Images captured in
Vietnam tell portion of
veteran’s story” and
“Priest’s ‘last best friend’
publishes book honoring
longtime church leader”
4 Best Sports Feature
Story or Series, fourth

place, O’Neil for
“Running it back”
¢ Best Information
Graphic, third place,
Zetterlund for “Info
Graphics”
The Sales and

Production teams gar-
nered seven honors in
advertising categories,
which were open to daily
and non-daily newspa-
pers alike.

Awards included:

& Best Advertorial or
Sponsored Editorial, sec-
ond place, Zetterlund,
Olivia Monette, Pigott,
David Hughes and Sales
team for “2025 Fall Style
Guide”

¢ Best Classified
Section, second place,
Melanie Mahoney,

Hughes and News staff
for “Classified Section”

¢ Best Multiple
Advertiser Section, third
place, Julie Sutton, Ken
Ong and Zetterlund for
“Grosse Pointe Animal
Adoption Society group
ad”

¢ Best Multiple
Advertiser Section,
fourth place, Adzima,
Pigott and Gryzenia for
“Kickoff!”

& Best Real Estate Ad,
first place, Monette,
Zetterlund, Sutton and
Staff for “Finer Pointes”

& Best Restaurant Ad,
first place, Monette and
Production for “Brine
Oyster House — Best of”

& Best Small-Page Ad,
third place, Hughes for
“Grosse Pointe Zoology”

“Receiving seven
national advertising
awards from the National
Newspaper Association
directly reflects the faith
our advertising partners
have in the Grosse Pointe
News,” Retail Advertising
Manager Shelley Owens
said. “It is both humbling
and gratifying, serving as
a reminder of why we
love what we do on a
weekly basis. As always,
we share each award
with everyone who made
it possible and remain
grateful to our advertis-
ing partners for their
continued and loyal sup-
port.”

YourdComiortis]OunGoal
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o Allr Cleaners o Alir Condiioners
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The city last summer relocated the Music on the Plaza series to the vacant greenspace, while St. Clair was

being resurfaced.

St. Clair developer loans
greenspace for city events, parking

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer

CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE — To make the
best out of a less-than-
ideal situation, the City of
Grosse Pointe is creative-
ly partnering with the
apartment developer of
the greenspace on St.
Clair behind the CVS
parking lot.

“We have an agree-
ment now with City
Center Apartments for
that empty lot behind
CVS,” Mayor Sheila
Tomkowiak said. “While
he’s still working on put-
ting that deal together
and is working very hard

on that, he is letting us
use (the lot) for activities
all summer long, which I
think is going to be great
and help add to the vital-
ity of the city.”

Through the remain-
der of the year, the City
at no cost — but with an
agreement to cut the
grass — may use the plot
of land for community
events and activities. The
first such use of the space
was the Color a
Community of Kindness
event in late May, which
invited community mem-
bers to color one of 150
panels to make up a
mural, which now hangs
in the covered walkway

between Small Favors
and Bakehouse 46.

“I've talked to some
different places like The
Neighborhood Club and
The Family Center about
maybe partnering with
some things, looking into
some art-themed events,”
said Cindy Willcock,
executive director of
Main Street Grosse
Pointe, as she considers
options for use of the
space. “I’ve talked to
some folks about some
family-friendly, kids-
focused events.”

The agreement also
enables the city to pilot a
new parking initiative for
employees of the busi-

ness district within the
small parking lot in back
of the greenspace.

A discount employee
parking pass will allow
two passes per business
for a significantly dis-
counted rate of $25 for
the rest of the year.

“The trade-off is basi-
cally freeing up closer
parking spaces for cus-
tomers and then these
employees get a dis-
counted rate of $25 from
now until the end of the
year,” Willcock said,
adding employees also
will have to walk a little
farther to the 40-space

See LOAN, page 8A

WALK:

Continued from page 1A

will be ample signage,
consists of Kercheval
between Cadieux and
Neff, including all pedes-
trian plazas and public
parking lots serving The
Village business district.

Alcorn emphasized the
overarching focus will be
on education rather than
enforcement with cita-
tions. As such, the city

has partnered with TCBY
to encourage good behav-
ior.

Officers who see chil-
dren walking their wheels
through The Village will
present them with cou-
pons for a free kid-size
frozen yogurt from TCBY.

“We’re not going to
reach an enforcement
level of citation until
there’s an egregious act
or, God forbid, an acci-
dent or just a complete
disregard,” Alcorn said.

Ted Roney
Sells Michigan

071626

TED RONEY

Summer is a great time to plan your housing
needs and wants.
Looking to downsize or do you need more space?
Relocating or helping a family member make a move?

Talk to Ted, your source for all your Real Estate needs.

Ted is a lifetime Grosse Pointer and active in the
community. He is familiar with all of the Pointes,
equipped to assist long-time residents,
newcomers, and first-time homebuyers.

Whether buying or selling, reach out to
Ted for your next move.

realestateroney@gmail.com

313-549-0123
18412 Mack Ave
Grosse Pointe Farms MI, 48236 &

tedroney_sellsmi

“Everything’s going to be
about education for us.”

The intentions of imple-
menting the zone include
reduced pedestrian/rider
conflicts, improved safety
and comfort for shoppers
and families, an enhanced
Village experience and
strengthened community
awareness of shared-
space etiquette.

“We want The Village
to be the first place kids
come,” Councilwoman
Maureen Juip noted, “and

I think you have struck a
really good tone with this
in making sure that peo-
ple do feel so welcomed
and then just making
sure that everybody
knows what the shared
etiquette is.”

The city additionally
will look for further
opportunities to install
more bike parking, as
well as continue to col-
laborate with elected
state officials on e-bike
legislation.
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Voters to decide
parks & rec millage

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

PARK — Voters will be
polled Election Day on
ponying up money for
parks and recreation.

Council members
resolved this month to
request on the

November ballot a
seven-year funding plan
for repairing assets at
the city’s two municipal
parks.

“The proposed millage
is intended to provide a
dedicated funding
source for major capital
repairs and replace-
ments that preserve the
long-term quality and
safety of recreation
facilities,” said Nick
Sizeland, city manager.
“This supports a multi-
year plan rather than a
one-time Band-Aid fix.”

An assessment of rec-
reation system infra-
structure by the city’s
consulting engineers,
OHM Advisors, deter-
mined assets at
Windmill and Patterson
parks have been short-
changed by more than
$6 million in deferred
maintenance.

“One of the most
immediate concerns is

the swimming pool at
Windmill, which is esti-
mated to require
approximately $1.65
million in repairs and
upgrades,” Sizeland
said.

Facilities deteriorated
so much that without
the millage, the city
faces a $400,000 annual
funding shortfall to
return recreation infra-
structure to acceptable
standards.

Elected officials on
July 13 agreed to seek
0.65 mills per year dedi-
cated to system mainte-
nance.

“The purpose of the
proposed recreation
millage is not to expand
the park system or fund
routine operations,
employee wages or ben-
efits,” Sizeland said.
“Those costs are already
supported through the
city’s annual operating
budget.”

City officials pitched
the millage as a nearly
$80 annual savings per
taxpayer, because it
would replace a slightly
higher debt service bond
payment that expires in
October.

“Residents are cur-

See MILLAGE, page 9A

The Week Ahead

MONDAY, JULY 20

# Grosse Pointe Woods City Council meeting, 7 p.m.
# Grosse Pointe Shores Improvement Foundation

meeting, 7 p.m.

TUESDAY, JULY 21

# Grosse Pointe Woods Senior Citizens’ Recreation
Commission meeting, 4 p.m.
# Grosse Pointe Shores City Council meeting, 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22

¢ Grosse Pointe Park DDA meeting, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, JULY 23

# Grosse Pointe Library Board of Trustees meeting,
5:30 p.m. at Central, 10 Kercheval, Grosse Pointe

Farms.

SATURDAY, JULY 25

# Grosse Pointe Park Farmers Market, 9 a.m. to noon
at Kercheval and Lakepointe.

# After 6 on Kercheval, 6 to 10 p.m. on Kercheval, be-
tween Nottingham and Wayburn.

AHEE.COM |

071625

AWARD-WINNING ARTISTRY
SUPERIOR SELECTION
EXCEPTIONAL EXPERIENCE

313.886.4600
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From Grosse Pointe to Los Alamos:
Pointer honors father’s hidden history

By Meg Kelly

Editorial Intern

When Toni Michnovicz
Gibson relocated to
Michigan decades ago,
she never anticipated that
her family’s archive even-
tually would be so impact-
ful on pieces of American
history. For three years,
the Grosse Pointe Park
resident meticulously
sorted through hundreds
of old photographs, nega-
tives and recordings to
culminate in the publica-
tion of her book, “Los
Alamos 1944-1977.”

Published by Arcadia
Publishing in 2005, the
book brought long over-
due recognition to her
father, a military photog-
rapher whose lens cap-
tured humanity during
the Manhattan Project.

Gibson grew up in
Albuquerque, N.M., the
second oldest of 13 chil-
dren. Her parents met at a
secret laboratory in Los
Alamos during World
War II.

“My parents met during
the Manhattan Project in
Los Alamos,” Gibson said,
“and when the war was
over, my dad stayed work-
ing there. He was then
sent to Albuquerque
because it was like the
overflow site for Los
Alamos, because it was
pretty small.”

After graduating from
the University of New
Mexico with a teaching
certificate, Gibson was
eager to forge her own
path.

“I graduated and at that
point I wanted to move as
far away from my family

as I could,” Gibson said.
“So I moved to Hawaii.”

While on Oahu she met
her husband, who was
serving at Barbers Point
and Pearl Harbor as one
of the final draftees of the
Vietnam War.

“We met in a choir sing-
ing with the Honolulu
Symphony and so we got
married a year later,”
Gibson said.

Because her husband
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was a Michigan native,
the couple eventually
relocated to the Midwest,
where he earned an
advanced degree in Ann
Arbor and secured a posi-
tion as an archivist at the
Detroit Public Library.
Gibson spent 20 years
teaching elementary
school in the Detroit
Public Schools before

retiring.
Today, she has seven
grandchildren and

remains active in the com-
munity as an avid gar-
dener and by giving
historical tours at Pewabic
Pottery, as well as St. Paul
Cathedral and St.

Matthew’s & St. Joseph’s
Episcopal Church in
Detroit.

Though Gibson always
knew her parents had
worked at the time of the
Manhattan Project, the
true scope of her father’s
historical contribution
came to light unexpect-
edly during a family trip
back West. While visiting
the White Sands National
Monument with her
daughters and nieces,
Gibson picked up a histor-
ical book in the gift shop
detailing the lives of war-
time women in Los
Alamos.

“I picked up this book

Mention This Ad and Receive
$1 OFF
YOUR ORDER

(Some Restrictions may apply)

15200 Charlevoix, Grosse Pointe Park

Clockwise from top left,
Toni Michnovicz
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the Manhattan Project
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Michnovicz took captur-
ing humanity in Los
Alamos during the
Manhattan Project.
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and ... thought, ‘This pic-
ture looks familiar’ and ‘I
saw this picture’ and ‘T've
seen this before,”” Gibson
said.

She purchased the book
and took it to her father’s
house.

“I showed my dad,” she
continued. “I said, ‘This
looks really familiar.” He
said, ‘Yeah, it’s right there
on the wall.’ It was one of
his photos. It’s ‘Road to
Los Alamos’ and this is
one of his pictures he took
back in the ’40s.”

John “Mike” Michnovicz
then went through the
book identifying numer-
ous photographs as his
own. When Gibson
expressed amazement,
her father produced two
large boxes filled with
original photographs,
negatives, portraits and a
mass of wartime artifacts.

Recognizing the
immense historical value
of the collection, Gibson
embarked on a three-year
project to organize the
materials, sitting down
with her father to pre-
serve each story behind
the lens.

“When I did organize
them, I sat down with my
dad and we tape-recorded
with a cassette him
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describing every photo,
who was in it, when it
happened, if he took the
picture, because some-
times he’s in the picture,”
Gibson said.

As Gibson dug deeper
into the disorganized
boxes, she discovered her
father had unprecedented
access to the absolute
highest tier of the
Manhattan Project’s lead-
ership and scientific elite.
Among the artifacts was
an original print that
stunned her.

“He brought out this
photo of Robert
Oppenheimer and I actu-
ally had this —it’s a print,
but I actually have the
8-by-10 of this, the origi-
nal — and Oppenheimer
has autographed it,”
Gibson said. “So when he
brought these out, it was
kind of amazing to me.”

Beyond the auto-
graphed portrait of
Oppenheimer, her father
captured intimate, candid
moments of other legend-
ary figures, including
Nobel Prize-winning
physicist Enrico Fermi.
Despite the massive his-
torical weight of the
images, her father’s name
was completely erased
from the public record.

“He never got any credit
for any of this,” Gibson
said. “His name is never
mentioned, because he
was in the Army, so he
didn’t technically own the
images. They belong to
the Army, so he was never
recognized.”

Because her father had
been drafted into the mili-
tary as a college student
with a background in
physics and engineering,
the officer at Los Alamos
reviewed his service
record, noticed he had
shot photos for his college
yearbook and ordered
him to the photo lab.

His true legacy was doc-
umenting the human real-
ity of a community built
completely in secret. He
shot portraits of world-
famous scientists, but he
also captured the raw sub-
standard daily living con-
ditions of the base.

“His photos are not the
photos of the atomic
bomb, photos of science
experiments,” Gibson
said. “They’re photos of
the life people did in their
spare time — where they
ate, where they did com-
munity events, how they
played sports. So this was
all about life in this secret

See HISTORY, page 8A
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PUBLIC SAFETY |

City of Grosse Pointe

Cool down

A 73-year-old Farms
woman was caught on
video stealing six bags of
ice worth $20 total from
a gas station on Mack at
1:15 p.m. Saturday, July
4.

She was identified and
cited.

Scam

A Grosse Pointe
woman was scammed
into buying $2,000 worth
of gift cards to fix a virus
on her Apple computer
Monday, July 6.

Stolen Charger

A 2014 Dodge Charger
was stolen from the 400
block of St. Clair between
7 p-m. Monday, July 6,
and 9:30 a.m. the next
morning.

Off the rack

Approximately $1,100
worth of various clothing
was stolen from a store in
the 17000 block of
Kercheval at 3:50 p.m.
Tuesday, July 7.

The three suspected
women fled in a white
Cadillac.

An investigation is

PUBLIC SAFETY REPORTS

ongoing.
Bank fraud

Multiple fraudulent
transactions were made
from a Grosse Pointer’s
Chase Bank account at 4
p-m. Friday, July 10.

— Laurel Kraus

Report information
about these and other
crimes to the City of
Grosse Pointe Public
Safety, (313) 886-3200.

Grosse Pointe Farms

Too late

An officer parked at
Mack and Kerby watched
a 64-year-old Ann Arbor
man attempt to put on his
seat belt before driving
past the patrol car at 5:07
p-m. Monday, July 6.

The vehicle had an
In-Transit Repair license
plate and the man was
ticketed for improper
use.

Smashed

The driver’s side rear

window of a vehicle
parked in the 400 block
of Roland was smashed
around midnight
Monday, July 6. Nothing
appeared missing.

Return to
the scene

Nearly $3,000 worth of
lawn equipment, tools
and a mini bike were sto-
len from a closed garage
— the back door may
have been unlocked — in
the 200 block of Kerby
between 3 p.m. Monday,
July 6, and 8 p.m.
Tuesday, July 7.

A prowler then was
captured on backyard
security footage at the
same house at 11:59 p.m.
Thursday, July 9. Nothing
additional was stolen at
that time.

Revived

After good Samaritans
found a 54-year-old
Detroit man passed out
behind the wheel of a
truck on Mack near
Moran at 4:33 p.m.
Friday, July 10, an officer

Hearing postponed in CSC case

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

ST. CLAIR SHORES —
Former Grosse Pointe
South High School hock-
ey coach Ben Warda
waived his statutory right
to a probable cause con-
ference within 21 days of
arraignment during a
hearing Tuesday, July 14,
in Macomb County 40th
District Court.

State law requires the
hearing be held within 21
days of arraignment
unless the defendant
waives that right. It was
rescheduled for 8:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 25.

Warda’s attorney,
Peter Torrice, told the
judge the request was to
have more time for dis-
covery, including await-

ing results of DNA
testing.

Warda, 38, was
arraigned Wednesday,
July 1, on one count of
criminal sexual conduct
in the third degree, which
involves force or coer-
cion. Macomb County
Prosecutor Peter Lucido’s
office verified to the
Grosse Pointe News that
the complainant is an
adult female.

A press release from
Lucido’s office said the
alleged incident occurred
Saturday, June 13, on
Warda’s boat while it was
docked at a marina in St.
Clair Shores. Warda
faces up to 15 years in
prison if convicted.

A letter sent via email
at 8 p.m. Wednesday,
July 1, from Grosse
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Pointe Public School
System Acting
Superintendent Roy
Bishop to South families
stated: “This afternoon,
the Grosse Pointe Public
School System was
informed by law enforce-
ment that a member of
the boys South High
School varsity hockey
coaching staff was
arrested, charged and
arraigned with criminal
sexual conduct in the
third degree. Based on
the information currently
available, the allegations
do not involve GPPSS

See CASE, page 16A

delivered three doses of
Narcan to pull the man
out of a drug overdose.

He admitted to using
crack cocaine and was
safely transported to an
area hospital.

— Laurel Kraus

Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Farms Public Safety,
(313) 885-2100.

Grosse Pointe Park

Bike stolen

These streets are made
for walking now that a
resident of the 1200 block
of Maryland reported the
theft of a $100 navy blue
Fuji mountain bike
parked in the front yard.

A suspect hasn’t been
identified, according to
police.

They said the theft hap-
pened between 7 and
9:30 p.m. Tuesday, July
7.

Bookcase caper

A variation on the

theme of porch piracy
concerned the theft of a
$600 bookcase ordered
online and delivered
midmorning
Wednesday, July 8, to
the rear driveway of a
house in the 800 block of
Beaconsfield.

It was taken between
10 a.m. and 3 p.m.,
police said.

“(The) bookcase was
discovered missing after
delivery,” investigators
said.

Slow compliance

It took a while, but an
errant driver eventually
obeyed a patrol officer’s
instructions to pull over
around 11 p.m.
Thursday, July 9, for
curbside questioning
near the intersection of
Mack Avenue and
Maryland.

“Officers observed
(the) vehicle with no
taillights,” police said.
“Officers attempted to
stop the vehicle with
lights and siren. The
vehicle stopped after a
few blocks.”

The driver, a 53-year-
old man from Ohio,
reportedly smelled of
alcohol.

“(He) failed field sobri-
ety tests (and) was
arrested,” police said.

— Brad Lindberg

Report information
about these and other
crimes to the Grosse
Pointe Park Public
Safety Department,
(313) 822-7400.

Grosse Pointe Shores

Nothing to report per
dispatch.
—Ted O’Neil
Report information
about crime to Grosse
Pointe Shores Public
Safety, (313) 881-5500.

Grosse Pointe Woods

Nothing to report per
dispatch.
—Ted O’Neil
Report information
about these and other
crimes to Grosse Pointe
Woods Public Safety,
(313) 343-2400.
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OUR VIEW

Best of the
Best, again

t is fitting that this quarterly full-run issue —
meaning every address in the Pointes should get
it if the post office cooperates — contains our

sixth annual Best of the Best special section.
Businesses of all sorts are recognized in 40
different categories, with winners crowned

after several weeks of voting by you, our readers.

Returning favorites asked about things like the best
barber, coffee joint, Realtor and florist. New categories
this year asked where you go for the best onion rings,
subs, breakfast sandwiches, ice cream sodas and
more.

Be sure to keep an eye out for window decals and
plaques the winners receive while you are out and
about. Some even have multiple window stickers from
years past.

Or, if you are in need of a certain product or service
and have not patronized one of the winners detailed
in the special section, keep them in mind.

The Grosse Pointe News, however, has picked up its
own type of Best of the Best award. Again. Readers
may recall back to April, when we won our fifth con-
secutive Michigan Press Association Newspaper of the
Year Award in our class. In that contest, press asso-
ciations from around the country judge entries from
other states to take bias out of the equation as much
as possible.

Based on our work from Aug. 1, 2024, to July 31,
2025, we won 55 awards in the editorial and advertis-
ing categories. That included things like headline writ-
ing, editorials, columns, features, photographs, page
design, special sections, sports and ads.

Well, to paraphrase ZZ Top, now “We’re nation-
wide.”

We found out last week we received first place for
Best General Excellence in the National Newspaper
Association’s Better Newspaper Contest (see story,
page Al). More than 90 newspapers from 32 states
submitted 1,800 entries.

We received 25 editorial and seven advertising
awards for the same categories listed above.

Some of the comments from the judges included:
Congratulations on 1st place!! A focus on community
really makes this paper shine! Well designed, continu-
ity, visually appealing and engaging. Everything from
school news to public reports for the crime fans.
Letters to the editor, submitted photos for the new
sports feature spread, are proof that readers still
appreciate having a newspaper.

We also won the “It’s All About Audience” award for
our fishing contest, which we have been updating you
on over the last several weeks (see related content,
pages 4-7C).

We would be remiss if we did not also mention that
in May we received 14 awards in the Society of
Professional Journalists, Detroit Chapter’s Excellence
in Journalism contest.

There also is a Best of the Best type of award in our
sports section today (see page 1D) in the form of our
Athletes of the Year.

This year, 41 athletes were nominated for Athlete of
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GUEST VIEW By Melissa Fradenburg

Before summer slips away

f you’re like many in the Grosse Pointes,
you probably spent the Fourth of July on
a dock somewhere. Maybe it was
Harsens Island. Maybe northern
Michigan. Or maybe you were one of the
many families without power after the
July 3 storm. With the internet down, the TV off
and phones slowly losing their charge, there
wasn’t much to do except sit together and talk.
Those quiet moments often lead to conversa-
tions we never seem to have during the
rest of the year.
4 Should we retire a little earlier?

small number of the market’s largest compa-
nies. Many investors who believe they own a
broadly diversified portfolio may be more con-
centrated than they realize.

One of the questions I've been hearing more
frequently this summer is whether today’s mar-
ket has become too dependent on artificial
intelligence. While no one knows exactly what
the market will do next, I believe the more
important question is whether your financial
life is prepared for whatever comes next.

Before summer slips away, take an hour to
pull out your most recent invest-

@ Can we afford to purchase a
vacation home?

@ Are we actually on track?

It’s funny how a change of scen-
ery or even an unexpected power
outage can give us a different per-
spective. Away from the meetings,
practices, errands and endless noti-
fications, we finally have time to

ment statements and ask yourself a
few important questions. Is your
portfolio still properly diversified,
or has this year’s Al-driven rally
caused a handful of investments to
grow into a much larger portion of
your portfolio than you intended? If
the market declined 30 percent,
would your retirement plans still be

think about the future instead of
simply managing the present.

As a financial advisor, I've learned that the
best planning conversations rarely begin across
my conference table. They start long before
that on a boat ride back to the marina, during
an evening walk or over a cup of coffee on the
deck. Summer has a way of slowing us down
just enough to ask the questions we’ve been too
busy to ask all year.

Before long it’s back-to-school shopping,
football games, volleyball tournaments, college
visits, packed calendars and holiday planning.
The conversations we meant to have get pushed
aside for another year.

This summer, those conversations may feel
even more important.

If you haven’t looked at your investment
accounts lately, you may be pleasantly sur-
prised. Despite concerns about inflation, inter-
est rates and global uncertainty, the stock
market has continued to climb. Much of that
growth has been driven by excitement sur-
rounding artificial intelligence and a relatively

the Year through the Grosse Pointe News’ Athlete of great moments and performances that defined a

on track? Do you have enough
emergency savings to cover six to 12 months of
living expenses so you wouldn’t be forced to
sell investments during a downturn?

Good financial planning has never been
about predicting the next headline. It’s about
building a plan that can weather both strong
markets and difficult ones.

Before the pace of fall takes over, revisit
those conversations that started on the dock or
around the Kkitchen table during the power out-
age. If they left you wondering whether you're
truly on track, I'd be happy to continue the con-
versation. Sometimes the greatest peace of
mind comes from knowing you have a plan.

Melissa Fradenburg, CDFA, AIF.

Farther Finance Advisors LLC is an SEC-
registered investment advisor. The material
presented here is for informational purposes
only and should not be construed as invest-
ment, tax or legal advice. It is not a recom-
mendation of, or an offer to sell or solicitation
of an offer to buy, any particular security,
strategy or investment product. Please con-
sult your investment advisor, legal counsel
and/or tax professional. Investing in securi-
ties involves risks, including the potential loss

the Week feature series, which highlighted standout year of high school sports and celebrate the of principal. Past performance does not guar-
performances throughout the year. From Grosse achievements of these athletes and their teams. antee future results.
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OP-ED |

I SAY By Anne Gryzenia

he Grosse
Pointe
News has
just  re-
ceived 32
national
awards from the
National Newspaper
Association
Foundation’s Better
Newspaper Contest — 24
for editorial excellence
and seven for advertis-
ing, along with a special
Audience Development
Award recognizing our
Fishing Classic as an out-
standing community en-
gagement initiative.
Among nearly 1,800
entries submitted by 93
newspapers from across
the country, the Grosse
Pointe News earned first

Gratitude for continued support

place for Best General
Excellence in our class
— the highest recogni-
tion a newspaper can
receive.

To say I am proud is
an understatement.

When we entered this
contest, I honestly had
no idea what to expect in
terms of winning. I am
psychotically competi-
tive and we have tre-
mendous confidence in
our staff and the work
we produce every week,
but this was a national
competition judged by
respected journalism
professionals against
papers in dozens of
states. We knew we
would be up against
some of the finest com-
munity newspapers in
America.

To come away with 32
national awards — and
to earn recognition in

nearly every category
we entered — is both
humbling and incredibly
rewarding. Actually, I
don’t know why it’s
humbling; I sort of feel
like it’s the opposite of
humbling. It’s validat-
ing. And vindicating.

The judges wrote that
our “focus on commu-
nity really makes this
paper shine,” praising
everything from our
reporting and design to
reader-submitted pho-
tos, letters to the editor
and the features that
bring neighbors
together.

In today’s world, every-
one has an opinion about
journalism (along with
everything else). Some
readers agree with every
editorial we publish.
Others disagree with
everything we print just
because. But whether

LETTER:

Continued from page 6A

street where we often walk our dog on
late summer nights is upsetting. I am
grateful for the quick and heroic actions
of Sgt. Mike Ryan of the Farms police
and that no one in the home was
harmed. That being said, it is alarming
that a family in our community had to
experience such a violation of their
home and of their safety.

I am also very grateful to our Farms
Judge Charles Berschback for his swift
arraignment on July 3 of this intruder
and a bond set that assures us he will
not be getting out anytime soon.

With all that said, and the knowledge
that we have an outstanding police
force in the Farms and in all the Pointes,
it is still concerning that a crime like
this could happen in our community.

As an avid reader of the weekly crime
reports in GP News, I again praise our
officers for the arrest of criminals in
our cities who often have prior convic-
tions or warrants out for their arrests.
This home invasion was committed by
a habitual offender with a long criminal
history, as the paper stated. The ques-
tion on all our minds is why was he able
to be on our streets, stealing from one
of our local businesses with such a vio-
lent criminal record? I will be watching
for the follow-up story after Judge
Berschback’s probable cause confer-
ence on July 15. This is yet another
wake-up call to all residents of the
Pointes that we need to be more vigi-
lant in protecting our homes and our
neighborhoods, and to thank our police
officers and firefighters for their quick
response times whenever possible.
AMY SANFORD
Grosse Pointe Farms

someone agrees with
every viewpoint we
express has never been
the measure of a quality
newspaper. Also, to
paraphrase Dave
Portnoy’s new book
(which is very entertain-
ing by the way), if every-
one likes you, you
probably aren’t doing
anything interesting.

The judges didn’t
know our local politics.
They didn’t know who
sits on city councils,
serves on the school
board or writes letters to
the editor. They simply
evaluated the work —
and determined the
Grosse Pointe News
stands among the very
best community news-
papers in the United
States.

Occasionally, some-
one will tell us they use

the paper for birdcage
liner. Usually right
before insisting we
should publish a particu-
lar letter, cover a certain
story, donate to their
auction or devote more
attention to an issue
they care about.

I'd respectfully offer
this thought: If our
newspaper matters
enough to ask it to
inform your neighbors,
shape public discussion
and preserve the history
of this community, then
it’s worth supporting.

Every week our report-
ers attend city council
and school board meet-
ings that stretch late into
the evening. They photo-
graph Friday night foot-
ball games in the rain.
They cover school con-
certs, ribbon cuttings,
nonprofit fundraisers

and the victories and
heartbreaks that make
this community what it
is. That kind of journal-
ism only exists because
readers and advertisers
choose to support it.

Winning all of these
awards isn’t the finish
line. But it’s confirma-
tion that the path we’re
on is the right one. It’s
another feather in our
cap and, frankly, it’s
refreshing to realize that
we have the best team,
best community and
best supporters we could
ask for.

Thank you for believ-
ing in local journalism.
Thank you for support-
ing the Grosse Pointe
News. And thank you
for helping make our
hometown newspaper
one of the finest in
America.
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LOAN:

Continued from page 3A

lot. “Hopefully it pro-
vides at least some short-
term relief to the
businesses and the
employees while we con-
tinue to look at how the
parking system func-
tions. Or it at least lets
people save up a little bit
of money so when that
space is no longer avail-
able, they’ve at least
saved for six months.”
The city will cover the
cost of parking signage

and minor repairs to the
lot, including re-striping.

“(Mike Bailey) is a very
community-minded
developer, so we’re for-
tunate to have that and
his willingness to let us

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT
The 40-space parking lot will allow the city to launch a discount parking pass
for employees of the downtown business district.

use the space while he opportunities for the Valentine said.
continues to explore site,” City Manager Joe

for a planned unit devel-
opment, four-story apart-
ment building, dubbed
City Center Apartments,
in December 2022.

Since that time, mar-
ket feasibility showed
the original plan included
too many one-bedroom
units for the current mar-
ket.

The developer since
has been working on a
financially feasible way
to restructure the devel-
opment for more two-
bedroom units, while
also coming up against
skyrocketing construc-
tion costs.

“We’re really fortunate
that the property owner
is so generous and is
allowing us to use that

building, he’s really dem-
onstrating that he’s a
community partner and
he cares about this com-
munity and supporting
it, so I'm excited to see
his project move forward
as well.

“As nice as it is to have
that space, I think what
he’ll bring to The Village
when he develops that
space is going to be so
important, too.”

When initial develop-
ment discussions took
place in late 2022, the
completed development
was expected to bring in
$100,000 in property
taxes annually for the
City, $130,000 for the
Grosse Pointe Public
School System and

Bailey got city approval

space,” Willcock said.
“Even before he starts

$12,000 for the Grosse
Pointe Public Library.

HISTORY:

Continued from page 4A

town.”

Her father was a true
Renaissance man in the camp.
In addition to working in the
photo lab, he was a gifted musi-
cian who played in a band on
Los Alamos’ isolated, internal
radio station and he frequently
photographed local weddings,
babies and square dances with
the neighboring Pueblo peo-
ples.

Beyond preserving national
history, the project served as a
profound emotional bridge
between Gibson and her father.
Growing up one of 13 children
under the roof of a military man
meant that family life often-
times was strictly disciplined.

“He had to run a tight ship, so
we all were kind of afraid of
him I guess you could say,”
Gibson said. “So this project
really brought me a lot closer to
him and I appreciated his work.

Experience the Diebold Difference

PHOTO COURTESY OF TONI
MICHNOVICZ GIBSON

The photo of Robert
Oppenheimer that John
“Mike” Michnovicz took.

I appreciated his humility.”

The race to finish the book
became deeply urgent when
her father was diagnosed with
colon cancer in his 70s. As his
health rapidly declined, Gibson
fought desperately to get a
physical copy of the book into
his hands.

“He was getting increasingly

Diebold Insurance Agency has been a trusted advisor for
thousands of individuals and businesses in Michigan since 1929.

more ill and I really wanted him
to see this,” Gibson said. “I
called my editor and said, ‘Do
you have any copies available?’
And she said, ‘Yes, we can give
you an overnight one.” I was in
Michigan, so I got on the plane
and got there that night. Then
the next morning, the doorbell
rang and UPS was delivering a
book, so my dad got to see it
and he died a week later.”
Decades later, a similarly bit-
tersweet tragedy struck the
family. In February 2024,
Gibson organized a major pop-
up photo exhibition and book
talk at the Grosse Pointe Public
Library. Her brother, Jon
Michnovicz, a prominent New
York doctor who had co-
authored the book by manually
developing the old negatives in
a local print lab, had advanced
lung cancer and passed away
the day after the presentation.
Following her father’s pass-
ing, Gibson made it her mission
to see historical institutions give
her father the public credit he

v

was denied in the 1940s and still
to this day. A Google search of
George Kistiakowsky, a famous
Ukrainian-American chemist,
will reveal his portrait, taken by
Gibson’s father, but with no
credit attached. She donated his
priceless archive to the Los
Alamos History Museum.

On Dec. 26, 2023, what would
have been her father’s 100th
birthday, Gibson traveled to
New Mexico, rented a room in
the La Fonda Hotel in Santa Fe
and curated her own indepen-
dent exhibition of more than
100 photos, complete with cap-
tions and historical references.

An archivist from the Norris
Bradbury Science Museum
attended the pop-up, admitted
to never hearing of this famous
photographer and immedi-
ately requested to host an offi-
cial exhibition. By 2024-25,
both the Bradbury Museum
and the Los Alamos Historical
Society finally mounted for-
mal exhibitions showcasing
her father’s name.

THE RESORT

pringfield is a combination of

Gibson continues to carry his-
tory forward. She currently is
preparing a presentation for the
Baldwin Public Library in
Birmingham, where she will
showcase a 30-minute multime-
dia video her father created for
a 1970 Manhattan Project
reunion. The presentation fea-
tures hundreds of his original
slides, authentic audio from the
secret town’s radio station and
his own voice narrating what
life was like behind security
gates.

Looking back at the decades-
long journey to preserve her
dad’s hidden history, Gibson
offered a final piece of hard-
won wisdom about what truly
matters.

“The book speaks for itself,”
she said. “If I did it again, I
would stop and appreciate my
parents more. Lives are busy
and, as you get old, you have a
different place in life. I would
spend more time with them, but
I am grateful for all the hours I
did get to spend with them.”

We are proud to support our community,

and all the communities in which we live and work. 195 acres of fields, woods, water,
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Infrastructure
chutzpah wins state loan

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— Municipal representa-
tives credit the citizenry
with setting up the city to
receive close to $20 mil-
lion in state funds for lead
water line replacements.
Park officials said it
had to be noticed in state
government that the city
was a candidate to spend
the money prudently.
They credit a buildup
of goodwill to chipping
away at lead line replace-
ment while upgrading
water mains, voter pas-

sage of an infrastructure
millage, a water and
sewer rate increase and a
bond to modernize water
meters.

Most exceptional,
donations from residents
to construct a flood con-
trol system proved the
city’s commitment to
water system improve-
ments and the where-
withal to see them
through.

“I imagine empirical
factors were critical,”
Mayor Michele Hodges
said. “But when all things

See STATE, page 10A

MILLAGE:

Continued from page 3A

rently paying 0.81 mills
for the 2007 bond debt
services,” Sizeland said.
“That bond financed
important citywide ini-
tiatives, including dis-
eased tree removal and
strategic property acqui-
sitions to help stabilize
neighborhoods and pro-
tect property values.”

Councilman Marty
McMillan convinced fel-
low officials to omit the
word “increase,” when
mentioning the millage
proposal in ballot lan-
guage.

Sizeland said the 0.65
mill recreation tax would
generate around

$562,000 in annual reve-
nue starting with the
summer of 2027. The
seven-year total would
be $3,934,000.

“For a home valued at
$475,000, the cost per
year (of) the recreation
millage is $308.75, which
is $79.94 less (than the
bond),” Sizeland said. “If
this millage does not
pass, we would have to
look at more services to
cut.”

The seven-year millage
is in response to a five-
year parks and recre-
ation master plan.
Members of the recre-
ation commission in part-
nership with OHM
oversaw an evaluation of
system facilities and a
ranking of recommended

improvements based
partly on resident prefer-
ences obtained during
public hearings and sur-
veys.

Windmill’s pool topped
lists of needed mainte-
nance and public inter-
est.

Pool needs include
drain lines, mechanical
equipment and deck
repair.

Other needs are:

4 a new roof and envi-
ronmental-control equip-
ment for the Lavins
Activity Center,

& windows and better
environmental equip-
ment for the Tompkins
Center,

€ a new roof for the
Patterson maintenance
garage and

& replacement of
almost everything on the
Patterson boardwalk.

“Without a dedicated
revenue source, these
significant park invest-
ments must compete
each year with other gen-
eral fund priorities,
including public safety,
infrastructure, public
buildings and other
essential municipal ser-
vices,” Sizeland said.

A dedicated millage
meets the goal of stable
funding.

“Funds could only be
used for their authorized
purpose and the city
would provide public
reporting on revenues
collected, projects com-
pleted and expenditures
made,” Sizeland said.

LEAD:

Continued from page 1A

health and make mean-
ingful improvements to
our infrastructure while
reducing the financial
burden on our residents,”
Hodges said.

“The way this loan is
structured, we’re going
to be able to consolidate
a bunch of projects to
make it more efficient
than otherwise,” said
Councilman Max
Wiener, chairman of the
infrastructure commit-
tee.

As Sizeland read terms
of the loan, the good
news kept on coming.
Some $1,985,500 of the
award is a grant.

“It’s like free money,”
Sizeland said. “There’s
no payback for that por-
tion.”

The award is part of
the Drinking Water State
Revolving Fund adminis-
tered by the Department
of Environment, Great

Lakes
(EGLE).

“Funds must be used
for lead service line
replacement work and
associated activities,”
according to EGLE’s
intended use plan.

Replacements must be
completed within three
years. Payback of the
loan can be spread over
20, 30 or 40 years.

“As of right now, I
don’t see any downside,”
Wiener said. “Most likely
we’d select a 20-year
term.”

Qualifying for the loan
means Park officials can
shift into overdrive their
incremental program of
lead line replacement.
Service lines have been
swapped in recent years
at a pace of up to 100 per
year. Work often is coor-
dinated with installing
larger water mains.

Service lines link water
mains to individual
dwellings or comparable
structures.

“We have about 2,000

and Energy

lead services lines left to
do,” Sizeland said. “They
cost about $10,000 a pop.
So, replacing all of them
in three years would be
about 650 lead service
lines per year.”

Although the Park was
the only Grosse Pointe to
qualify for the funding —
the City and Woods did
not — the state altered
the lead service line
replacement program
this year in a way that
raised the prospects of
better-financed appli-
cants.

“Dollars have been
awarded to non-disad-
vantaged applicants on
the project priority list in
priority order until funds
were exhausted,” accord-
ing to the EGLE docu-
ment.

“Before, the state put
all kinds of projects in
one pot,” Wiener said.
“Now, it’s spun off with a
lead service portion.
That was a huge boon.”

The award also is
timely in a contracting

sense. Recent bids for
municipal projects, such
as water meter replace-
ments, water main instal-
lation and road
construction, have come
in under expectations.

“The fact that we can
pull forward during a
favorable time of con-
struction is going to yield
some real savings,”
Wiener said. “Because
we’re going to do 17

years’ worth of work in
three years, that’s going
to give us a lot more
leverage in bidding.
That’s going to make us
a lot more efficient with
taxpayers, too.”
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Annual sidewalk
sale next weekend

CITY OF GROSSE POINTE —
The annual Streetside Sale-
ebration in The Village kicks
off this year with a preview
night Friday, July 24, featuring
live music by The Highballs,
who take the stage at 7 p.m.

“Some of the businesses will
be coming out on Friday with
just a sneak peek of what
they’re going to have on
Saturday or Sunday,” said
Cindy Willcock, executive
director of Main Street Grosse
Pointe.

The full sidewalk sale takes
place 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday, July 25, and 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Sunday, July 26, on
Kercheval between Cadieux
and Neff.

Small businesses in The
Village will offer sales and
specials, alongside grab-and-
go options from local restau-
rants, unique vendors and fun
activities.

“It’s a great time to visit your
favorite shops for some cool
deals, but it’s also a great time
to check out other businesses
that you may not shop at all
the time,” Willcock said.
“We’ve got some really inter-
esting vendors this year that
offer things that are different
than you can traditionally find
down here (in The Village).”

— Laurel Kraus

Participating businesses

*Those with an asterisk are participating inside their

stores.

Apple Blossom Baby
Bakehouse 46

Bayne Optical
Dawood Boutique
El's Boutique
European Wax Center
Glitter & Scotch
Half-Moon Outfitters
Helm Wilson Day Center
J.Mclaughlin

The League Shop
Lululemon*

Maple & Mill*
Neighborhood Club

Vendors

Newport

Nothing Bundt Cakes*
The Party Pit
Pointelle*

Savvy Chic Boutique
Sidecar Slider Bar
Sidestreet Diner
Small Favors

Spice & Tea Exchange
TCBY

Village Nutrition
Village Palm
Wildflower Hair Studio*

2018 Silver Muskies Hockey Team
Happily Hooked
Bella Bracelets
Divinely D'signed LLC
Scentana Candle Co.
Gilda's Club Metro Detroit
Key Scents
Stella Boutique
GigiLuxe Upcycled Jewelry
Fleece & Thank You
Ashley Gold

Priority wastes a chance

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— Administrators had to
toss a few lariats to do it,
but they eventually lassoed
enough waste hauling
companies to achieve com-
petitive bidding on a new
collection contract.

An ad hoc commiittee set
up to evaluate bidders
chose a new carrier,
Express Waste Services, to
replace the city’s current
contractor, Priority Waste.
Priority’s contract expires
at the end of September.

Council members
agreed with the committee
July 13, despite the win-
ning bidder submitting a
higher price.

Express’ terms to collect
rubbish, yard waste and
recycling cost $17.60 per
month. Priority wanted
$15.50 per month, a nearly
$1 increase from its cur-
rent fee of $14.67 per
period.

Municipalities aren’t
obligated to accept low
bids. Other considerations
can surpass price, such as
value.

In this case, Priority sad-
dled itself with numerous
customer complaints
about service quality and
reliability, especially after
the rough takeover in 2024
of a surprisingly uncoop-
erative predecessor and

claims of employee sabo-
tage.

“With concerns regard-
ing Priority Waste’s incon-
sistent level of service to
city residents, the ad hoc
committee recommends
the council approve the
proposal submitted by
Express Waste Services,”
City Manager Nick
Sizeland wrote in a memo
to elected officials.

The new contract is for
three years. Included are
options for two more
years, each at a 1 percent
rate increase. New toters
also are part of the deal.

Express Vice President
of Municipal Sales Dan
Garman peppered his
offer with a couple of
perks:

@ “Express will provide
unlimited bulk waste col-
lections. Residents do not
even have to call. All resi-
dents need to do is place
bulk waste out on their
normal day of collection
and keep it separate from
all other products.”

& “Express will provide
an opportunity for all resi-
dents to upgrade to back-
door services for an
additional $25 per month.
This would be a free ser-
vice to residents that are
handicapped and have no
one in the household avail-
able to help them.”

Park officials began
seeking bids to replace

Priority last April.

“Upon first bid opening,
the city received one for-
mal bid and a no bid,”
Sizeland said. “The city
determined this was not a
competitive bid and reis-
sued an addendum and
received two submissions,
which constituted a com-
petitive bidding process.”

St. Clair Shores officials
this month replaced
Priority with Express.

“The city heard the con-
cerns expressed by resi-
dents regarding waste
collection services and
took those concerns seri-
ously,” St. Clair Shores
Mayor Kip Walby said in a
news release.

Serving on the Park ad
hoc committee were
Sizeland, Public Works
Director Tom Jenny,
Finance Director Ethan
Haan, Mayor Pro Tem
Brent Dreaver and
Councilman Tim Kolar.

Priority, meanwhile, has
been shaken up inside and
out. It was acquired this
year by a larger company
that replaced top manage-
ment and announced a
$190 million capital
improvement plan.

All of that was too little,
too late for Kolar.

“Had (the new CEO)
been here two years ago,
we might not be having
this discussion right now,”
Kolar said.

STATE:

Continued from page 9A

are equal, proven ability
to perform and resident
investment both contrib-
ute favorably to the scor-
ing. Agencies prefer to
invest in proven parties.”

“The state has to
approve all of our per-
mits for water mains, so
they saw the Park is
replacing lead service
lines,” said Nick Sizeland,
city manager. “The state
could see we were really
making an attempt. I
believe that was part of
why we qualified.”

Park officials remain

stunned upon learning
last week the city
received a $1,985,500
grant and $17,869,500
no-interest loan to
replace lead water ser-
vice lines and related
water system improve-
ments.

“Securing these highly
competitive funds did not
happen by chance,”
Hodges said. “It is the
result of years of diligent
planning, strong perfor-
mance and trusted part-
nerships.”

“There’s no two ways
around it,” said
Councilman Max Wiener,
chairman of the infra-
structure committee.

“We are reaping the divi-
dends of work we’ve
been doing. We’re not
doing one-offs. We’re
doing long-term plan-
ning, capital planning,
and making sure it’s
structured and financed.”

He cited residents for
supporting infrastructure
improvements, including
complying with the
state’s unfunded man-
date to replace lead lines.
That and similar invest-
ments put the Park in a
position of trust with reg-
ulators and, by exten-
sion, earned the city a
higher score than other-
wise on the loan grading
scale.
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City officials also
underscored philan-
thropic support from the
Cotton family and the
Grosse Pointe Park
Foundation for the
extreme emergency
relief valve, or EERV.

Portions of the valve
were custom-made and
installed two summers
ago at Patterson Park to
divert flood-threatening
volumes of storm sewer
flow directly into Lake St.
Clair rather than backing
into basements, as hap-
pened a few summers
prior.

The Cotton family gave
$900,000 for the valve.
Foundation members
donated $130,000.

“There’s no doubt in
my mind that the Cottons’

and foundation’s support
of the EERV directly sup-
ported this effort, too,”
Wiener said of the loan
award.

“This (donation) was
for critical infrastruc-
ture that was absolutely
needed to preserve our
neighborhoods from cat-
astrophic damage,” Sean
Cotton said.

“Their effort helped us
accelerate our timeline
and be more aggressive
on the lead service line
than we would have oth-
erwise been able to do,”
Wiener said. “That goes
into the calculations.
When we applied for the
grant in general, it was
fairly unlikely we were
going to get it. But
because they spun off the

lead line portion of it, all
our work fed into that.
Scoring on the lead lines
put us way higher than
we would have been with
just the general applica-
tion.”

“There were many that
fought against this proj-
ect and I am happy to see
it continuing to work out
for the Park and our resi-
dents,” Cotton said.

“This was shortly after
the flooding,” said Jay
Kennedy, foundation
member and president at
the time of the donation.
“We had done a lot of sig-
nificant recreational
infrastructure improve-
ments, but I think the
feeling at that time was
that was the most impor-
tant need at the time.”

Midtown Detroit

RicHARD III

— BUY TICKETS TODAY! —
MichiganShakespeareFestival.com

Il 313-577-2972

JULY 1-AUGUST 8
HILBERRY GATEWAY THEATRE
4715 CASS AVE. - DETROIT, MI 48201

FEATURING THREE EXTRAORDINARY PRODUCTIONS

MucH ApoO
ABOUT NOTHING

THE BEAUX’
STRATEGEM

BY GEORGE FARQUHAR

“THERE IS NO EXCUSE FOR NOT SEEING
WHAT REMAINS THE AREA’'S BEST AND
MOST CONSISTENT STAGING OF THE
HISTORY’S GREATEST PLAYWRIGHT.”

- DETROIT FREE PRESS
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AMERICA, MY 250 YEAR
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION GIFT

Dick Ruzzin « Grosse Pointe Park, MI « USA

BECAUSE WE ARE FREE!

hisismybirthday giftto America.Ittook thirteen

years for my grandfather to get to America
from Lavadina, Italy, after leaving the devastation
of World War I. In 1918, he left his home, his wife
and five children to find a better place for them
to live. Five years later, my grandmother received
the first letter from him. He walked, searching
through northern Europe and Russia, to Alaska,
into Canada, to Quebec, Montreal, Toronto and
finally, to Windsor. He would eventually stand on
the shore of the Detroit River, with my father, and
look across to America.

“That is where my family belongs. In America,
the greatest country in the world.” Years later, I
was with my father, an American World War II
veteran from Italy. He was born and grew up in
a big room in the end of a barn with a dirt floor.
With tears in his eyes, he said to me, “Thank God
your grandfather brought us here to America.”

Look around the Grosse Pointes. We live in a
wonderful community, one with accomplished,
caring and generous people, great and historic
architecture, a landscape filled with beautiful
flowering trees and a grand view of Lake St.
Clair that sparkles and entertains us every single
day. The Grosse Pointes have evolved and grown
through the years with grace, wisdom and beauty.
It is a wonderful place to live, populated with
wonderful and free people.

We are blessed to be governed in a great
Republic. America is an experiment that moves
forward through time, ever improving in spite of
its flaws. Freedom combined with Free Capitalism
has resulted in unparalleled achievements to the
benefit of all Americans. Freedom, Democracy and
Free Capitalism are at the foundation of our historic
cultural and economic success. Both systems are
idealistic and beneficial to all Americans, yet they
must be executed by people and there often lies
our weakness. This gift to America addresses our
freedom and those who helped sustain it. God
bless you and God bless America.

THE FLAMING STAR, designed for the America’s Cup.

AMERICAN
EXCEPTIONALISM

eading this account will show you how

hard it was to earn the freedoms Americans
have today. Freedom opened our hearts and our
minds. It led to many spectacular and historic
achievements throughout our history. The miracle
of flight, the literal breaking of the bonds of earth,
extending even to the moon and far beyond into
space. Great achievements in the arts, sciences,
medical and industrial sectors. Unparalleled
economic opportunities and successes for all
American citizens and the rising up of a great
and caring Christian civilization that has brought
the world along with it, like no other in history.
Americans have freed millions from tyranny and
oppression. Included in that list is an America that
in a great internal struggle, costing hundreds of
thousands of American lives, helped break the
cycle of slavery. Slavery was here long before we
became the United States of America.

America has a defiant and patriotic spirit that
has been demonstrated many times over. With
excerpts from “The Star-Spangled Banner” and
a single revealing quote from Dr. Larry Arnn,
President of Hillsdale College, you will see what
“American Exceptionalism” is and how four brave
American soldiers, in giving their lives, helped to
change the course of our great nation’s history.

“OH SAY, CAN YOU SEE
BY THE DAWN’S EARLY LIGHT...
NOW IT CATCHES THE GLEAM OF
THE MORNING’S FIRST BEAM, IN
FULL GLORY REFLECTED
NOW SHINES IN THE STREAM”

n 2013, I traveled to the Smithsonian’s National

Museum of American History in Washington,
D.C. I saw the recently restored American flag that
flew proudly over Fort McHenry at the end of the
battle in the Baltimore, Maryland harbor on Sept.
13 and 14, 1814. With two major port cities in ruins,
the newly joined 18 American states would be
severely hampered in their efforts to defend our
new nation. British troops circled behind the city
of Baltimore to attack it. That effort failed, as did
the attack on Fort McHenry.

THE FLAG, flown over Fort McHenry.

The flag is written about in our National Anthem.
No other country on earth has an anthem like ours,
a story of fighting against tyranny and winning.
The “winning” part of the story is wonderful and
inspiring.

In 2016, I traveled to Fort McHenry, the site of
the start of the War of 1812, between America and
the English Empire, the most powerful nation on
earth. The new United States had only 22 ships and
the British Navy had over 80, just off of our Eastern
Seaboard. British troops outnumbered ours by far
and the dark clouds of war formed solidly over a
new and growing America. Our freedoms were at
great risk.

“PRAISE THE POWER THAT
HATH MADE AND
PRESERVED US A NATION! THEN
CONQUER WE MUST, WHEN
OUR CAUSE T IS JUST.

AND THIS BE OUR MOTTO:
“IN GOD IS OUR TRUST.”

Four American soldiers defending Fort McHenry
were Kkilled as they stepped up to keep our
flag from falling. The horrible way they died is
remarkable. It shows the depth of passion for
freedom of those in the American States at that
point in time.

In Washington I saw a copy of the handwritten
story of the battle by Francis Scott Key. His written
account would become the American National
Anthem. It was what he saw: the story of a new
nation that was engaging in a fight to the death.
Yes ... a fight to the death! If Americans had not
been successful in that war against England, our
country would not be what it is today — the freest,
most generous and accomplished nation in history.
That story, set to music, would become known as
“The Star-Spangled Banner.”

‘TIS THE STAR-SPANGLED
BANNER!
OH, LONG MAY IT WAVE O’ER
THE LAND OF THE
FREE
AND THE HOME OF THE
BRAVE!

he British had come to destroy the fort, to

break the will of the American people. The
flag was their target. Nearing the end of the
battle, the Commander of Fort McHenry had the
American storm flag taken down and his larger
personal flag raised high into the sky, to show
the British at sea that Fort McHenry would never,
never surrender!

Soldiers, sailors and marines from the
British ships were spreading fear and destruction
up and down our Eastern Coast, burning whole
towns and villages, homes, farms and crops.
The British bombs hit the flag as the patched
holes, like bandaged wounds, clearly show. Our
soldiers, and our flag, were hit and hit ...

“AND THE ROCKET’S RED GLARE,
THE BOMBS BURSTING IN AIR,
GAVE PROOF THROUGH
THE NIGHT THAT OUR
FLAG WAS STILL THERE”!

he small force of American soldiers at the

fort were able to create a stand-off against
the powerful British Navy. The people of a young
America yearned to keep their freedom!

“Freedom or Death” was heard across the
American colonies! What was clearly remembered
were the colonials, farmers and fisherman who
fought against professional English soldiers. They
had little chance to keep their freedom, often in
the bitter cold, without food and munitions. Some
of our soldiers, without boots, had their hands and
feet wrapped in rags as they marched through
the freezing night to do battle, leaving bloody
footprints in the snow. How terribly, terribly
desperate they must have been, but they fought on!
With help from God and the country of France they
did win! They won our freedom, with their terrible
suffering and their blood.

Hundreds of flashes of light and blue smoke
were seen from the cannons on the British ships
throughout the night. Our flag was hit! But it did
not fall!

As the early morning light lit the harbor, the
larger flag was raised on the battered staff. It
too was shot through! It could be seen by the
departing English Navy high in the air, its clear
red, white and blue reflected in the glassy tide, as
Francis Scott Key saw and wrote: “The flag was
still there!”

“OH, THUS BE IT EVER, WHEN
FREE MEN SHALL STAND,
BETWEEN THEIR LOVED HOMES
AND THE WARS DESOLATION”!

awn ... the British ships turned away, defeated.
Four brave American soldiers had been horribly
shattered, brutally killed, by the exploding British
cannon shots that night. More were terribly
wounded having stepped forward, into the
exploding gunfire, to keep our flag from falling!
That enemy, the powerful island country of Great
Britain, has become one of America’s greatest
and most important allies. We in America were
not “given” our freedom as many Englishmen
have been taught for years.

No!

The American people took it!

They took their freedom! They created a clearly
stated Declaration of Independence and a
Constitution, a brilliant plan to protect and keep
that freedom forever. It is the longest-surviving
document of its kind in human history and no
other nation on earth has ever taken its freedom
and kept it, before or since.

As President Larry Arnn of Hillsdale College
writes: “Under the principles of the Declaration
of Independence, the Constitution provides
for a government operating under the
authority of the governed. This achievement is
unprecedented.”

The historic act, the taking of our own freedom,
at the greatest of our own peril, is truly,

American Exceptionalism.

“AND THE STAR
SPANGLED-BANNER IN
TRIUMPH DOTH
WAVE
O’ER THE LAND OF THE
FREE AND THE HOME OF THE
BRAVE".

es, “Under the authority of the governed!”
Given by, “We The People!”

God Bless and save our Exceptional America.
Celebrate our country! Display and wave our
beautiful red, white and blue American flag!

Americans must stay free, so millions of
others on this earth will see that they can be
Iree too!

DICK RUZZIN . GROSSE POINTE PARK, MI . USA
Designer and Author of “Bella Mangusta” and “Designing Dreams”

ADVERTISEMENT: This is a paid advertorial. The content has been provided by the author and is published as advertising. The views and opinions expressed are solely those of the author and do not necessarily reflect those of the Grosse Pointe News, its publishers, or staff.
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Social district
hours extended

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK — When a
plan works, do it more.

When a plan works better than
planned, do it more often.

The logic behind expanding social
district operations in the Park is simple.

“The district has been a success,” said
Cindy Paparelli, assistant city manager,
in a report to city council July 13.

“We haven’t had any concerns from
public safety,” City Manager Nick
Sizeland said.

Paparelli followed up with a com-
mon-sense suggestion: “It may be ben-
eficial to consider expanding the
duration and times of operation.”

Council members agreed. On the
sixth anniversary of their predecessors
unanimously establishing the social
district in 2020, current solons
extended the district’s hours of opera-
tions.

Changes altered start-time hours
only and are in place for a six-month
trial period.

Instead of social district rules kicking
in at 5 p.m. daily, they now start at noon
Thursdays and Fridays and 10 a.m.
Saturdays and Sundays.

Ending hours stay the same: 10 p.m.
Thursday and Sunday and 11 p.m.
Friday and Saturday.

New hours, therefore, are:

@ noon to 10 p.m. Thursday,

@ noon to 11 p.m. Friday,

¢ 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. Saturday and

4 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday.

Social district regulations let busi-
nesses serve alcoholic beverages to
customers on the hoof. Patrons can
take their drinks to an outdoor com-
mon area designated by the city and
approved by the Michigan Liquor
Control Commission.

“You’re allowed to walk with a drink
in a plastic cup with the name of the
business” from which it was purchased,
Sizeland said. “You cannot enter
another business” with a drink bought
elsewhere.

Council members were ready to open
the district at noon weekends until
Councilman Marty McMillan made a
case for starting two hours earlier at 10
a.m.

He said earlier hours may benefit
shoppers at the Park Farmers Market,
9 a.m. to noon Saturdays in a parking
lot off Kercheval, by giving them more
time to order Bloody Marys at nearby
pubs.

“Let’s try it,” Councilman Max
Wiener said.

“It’s important for consumers to
remember that these to-go alcoholic
drinks must be consumed only within
the designated common areas, not
throughout the entire district,” accord-
ing to instructions on the municipal
website, grossepointepark.org.

Social district boundaries are
Kercheval from the Alter-Wayburn
alley to Nottingham and on Charlevoix
from the same alley to the west side of
Nottingham Street.

Within those boundaries are two
common areas in which alcohol may be
consumed:

# on Kercheval from the east side of
Wayburn to the halfway point between
Beaconsfield and Nottingham and

@ on the north side of Charlevoix
from the Detroit boundary to
Beaconsfield and the south side of
Charlevoix from Beaconsfield to
Lakepointe.

“Qualified licensees whose licensed
premises are contiguous to the com-
mon areas and have been approved for
and issued a social district permit may
sell alcoholic liquor on their licensed
premises to customers who may then
consume the liquor within the com-
mons areas of the district,” Paparelli
wrote in a memo to council.

“The consumption of alcoholic liquor
in the commons area may only occur
during the legal hours of the sale of
alcoholic liquor of the social district
permittee,” according to the rules.

The farmers market is off limits to
alcohol consumption. It’s outside the
Kercheval social district.

PEWABIC SUMMER SALE

Pewabic Members Day — JULY 25 o)
Open to the Public — JULY 26

Shop seconds pottery & art tiles at Pewabic's annual Summer
Sale on July 25-26! Join or renew your Pewabic Membership
to ensure you get first access to shop seconds art tiles, vases,
cups, ornaments, & more on July 25.
The sale opens to the public on July 26.

Learn more at PEWABIC.ORG

“ 9
o

After 6
in GPP

The first After 6 on
Kercheval of 2026 took
place Saturday, June 27.
With an evening of per-
fect weather, this was
one of the most well-
attended After 6 events to
date. The event included

a carnival ride for Kkids, a
lumberjack show, two
bands, booths and lots of
food choices.

The carnival ride, the Hurricane. It didn’t spin
around fast or go too high, which was perfect be-
cause the kids had a blast.

Dan McDonough, owner of Jack Pine Lumberjack Show, explains the log roll-
ing competition as two lumberjacks start the event. Lumberjacks Will
Chamberlain and Kyle Settle each attempted to make the other one fall; how-

ever, in this case, they both went down.

Lumberjacks from the Jack Pine
Lumberjack Show of Mackinaw
City entertained by ax throwing,
sawing logs and making discs
from logs. One of them attempted
to make a bunny from a stump us-
ing a chainsaw, but it kept getting
sawed smaller and smaller, so he
ended up making a pint-sized
chair and gave it to Benny Valgoi,
who immediately sat on it to
watch the rest of the show.

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Grosse Pointe Parent Advisory
Committee Communications
Chair Andrea Pietrowsky, Vice
President Dima Hausser and
President Jill Wurm answered
questions about the organization.
It is a parent-led group dedicated
to better serve students with spe-
cial needs and their families in the
Grosse Pointe Public School
System. Families can get more in-
formation by emailing grosse
pointepac@gmail.com

Kids dance to the music of the band Atomic Radio.
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Posterity awarded state grant to expand services

CITY OF GROSSE
POINTE — Posterity Art
& Framing Gallery — a
custom frame shop and
community-focused art
gallery on Kercheval in
The Village — recently
was awarded a $16,104
Match on Main grant
through the Michigan
Economic Development
Corp.

The grant was part of
$1.5 million awarded to
69 small businesses
throughout the state to
encourage resiliency and
strengthen downtown
districts.

“Receiving the news
that Posterity Gallery
was awarded the Match
on Main grant was
incredible,” owner
Michelle Boggess-Nunley
said in a release. “This
support will allow us to
reinvest directly into our
local arts community by
creating new services for
artists, updating essen-
tial equipment and mak-
ing meaningful progress
on offerings our commu-
nity has been asking for,

such as fine art photogra-
phy, expanded printing
services and artist sup-
plies.

“I am deeply grateful
for this opportunity to
grow, excited for what
comes next and proud to
be a small part of what
makes The Village so
special.”

Boggess-Nunley’s
expansion plans and use
of the funding hinge on
offering more resources
to local artists. She
intends to offer fine art
photography services to
artists, as well as build
out the back of Posterity
to expand its art supply
retail offerings.

On the customer side,
Posterity also will expand
its museum-grade cus-
tom framing options with
updated equipment, in
addition to increasing its
range of photography
services.

“We were going to
make a lot of these
upgrades anyway, so to
have a little bit of help is
going to allow us to grow

COURTESY PHOTO

Michelle Boggess-Nunley, owner of Posterity Art & Framing Gallery.

faster than I had origi-
nally anticipated,”
Boggess-Nunley said.
“As a business owner, I
had a five-year plan and
a 10-year plan, and it’s
really going to help us
accelerate a couple of

years ahead of where I
thought I was going to
be.”

Posterity was selected
for the Match on Main
grant from among 144
applicants representing
83 communities, which is

the highest participation
rate in the program’s his-
tory.

“It is no surprise to me
that Michelle Boggess-
Nunley and Posterity
were recipients of this
grant,” Mayor Sheila

Tomkowiak said.
“Michelle and her team
have done an excellent
job maintaining and
growing the gallery and
have made meaningful
contributions to The
Village and to the larger
community. We are
grateful for all of her
efforts and are pleased
that she is now in a posi-
tion to continue to
expand the business.”

Last summer, Chez
Lou Lou Salon in The
Village was awarded a
$22,600 Match on Main
grant to expand its pri-
vate skincare and hair-
care line, as well as its
Japanese scalp massage
service with upgraded
equipment.

“The Match on Main
program is about more
than funding,” said Cindy
Willcock, executive
director of Main Street
Grosse Pointe. “It’s about
creating real opportuni-
ties for small businesses
to grow in place.”

— Laurel Kraus

Farms estate planning firm joins Plunkett Cooney

By Laurel Kraus
Staff Writer
GROSSE POINTE

FARMS — Partnering

with Plunkett Cooney to
absorb her former law
practice, Hartmann &
Nihem, has been a
blessing for Nancy

LIVE ANIMALS - €
EXPERIMENTS - PIZZA PARTY

WHERE: GP WOODS CITY HALL
GARDEN ROOM
20025 MACK AVE.

WHEN: AUGUST 18-21

WHO: AGES 6-14 L
COST: $45 PER DAY 2
OR $160 ALL DAYS ElELEr

Join us for our exclusive four day ANIMAL SCIENCE CHAMP that will

inspire and mystify campers as we learn about the amazing animals

of our beautiful world! We will get up close with a Mega Monitors,

Giant Snakes, Weird Mammals and Creepy Crawlies just to name

a few! Each day for 2hrs we will get up close and hands on with

animals from different continents, play games, do experiments,
have a snack and pizza party on the final day!

Presented by Lou’s Pet Shop

313-989-9223
info@gpzoology.com
WWwWw.gpz00.com

uain

Nihem, after her best
friend and business
partner, Amy
Hartmann, passed away
suddenly last May at 64
years old.

The estate planning
and trust administra-
tion firm initially
opened on The Hill in
2018, before joining the
Plunkett Cooney family
earlier this year.

“I was looking for a
place for my clients,”
said Nihem, who found
herself running the firm
alone. “We became very
well-established in the
community and I was
concerned about mak-
ing sure we could con-
tinue to service our
clients and also try to
partner with a firm that
I thought had the same
philosophy and
approach to handling
estate planning that
Amy and I had.”

The philosophies
incorporate maintain-
ing community focus,
passion for serving cli-
ents’ needs, putting the
client first and taking
the time to understand
that each client’s cir-
cumstance is unique.

“Our approach to
practicing law is servic-
ing our clients and pro-
viding a quality product
to our clients that they
fully wunderstand,”
Nihem said. “This is
one of the most impor-
tant decisions that peo-
ple make. They’ve
worked their whole life-
time to accumulate net
worth and making sure
that’s properly trans-
ferred on to the next
generation or whom-
ever they choose as
their beneficiaries is
critical. Making sure
that the vehicle is in
place to make that hap-
pen and to make sure
that they understand
and that their successor
trustees understand.”

Joining Plunkett
Cooney as a senior
attorney in the firm’s
Trusts and Estates
Practice Group and as
managing attorney of
the location at 63
Kercheval — the same
location where she pre-
viously practiced — also
expanded Nihem’s net-
work and the resources
she’s able to offer to cli-
ents.

586-772-7136

eastpointe@autooneinc.com
22252 Gratiot Avenue
Eastpointe, MI 48021

$10 off your purchase
with a min. purchase of $100.00 ;J

Ed Kilburn
Owner

21325 DEQUINDRE ROAD
HAZEL PARK, MI 48030

— R — — S —
S NETWORK:.
Serving The Community
For 37 Years!
Dave Kanneth
Owner

248.547.8327
FAX: 248.547.8395

| Galll $18-0CE2=-3800

Grosse Pointe News

For Advertising Information Call at 313-882-6900

Nancy Nihem

The firm now can pro-
vide collateral services
such as business suc-
cession planning and
tax planning, which it
previously had to hire
out.

“The support Plunkett
Cooney has provided
has been tremendous,”
Nihem said. “They’re
very established and
have a great group of
attorneys and so I'm
honored to be working
with them.

“I feel that I really
served Amy, because I
think I landed with a

firm that she would be
so pleased with. She
was one of the kindest
people you’d ever meet
and that passion for
taking care of people is
what we shared.”

With 35 years in the
field, Nihem has sub-
stantial experience
drafting wills, trusts
and powers of attorney
for both financial and
health care decision-
making, as well as serv-
ing as a successor
trustee and advising
personal representa-
tives, trustees, fiducia-
ries and beneficiaries in
both complex and
uncontested estate and
trust administration
matters.

“I call it ‘happy law,””
she said. “It’s because I
think you’re really serv-
ing people. I got into
the law primarily
because I do like to take
care of people. I like to
help people solve their
problems, make sure
that families stay intact
and just serve their
needs — and that’s why
Idoit.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE GROSSE POINTE CHAMBER

Open for business

A major name in Michigan automotive, Golling
Automotive Group recently expanded its local foot-
print by opening its ninth dealership at 18001 Mack,
Detroit. It offers a massive inventory of new and
pre-owned vehicles, along with a full-service center
and body shop, continuing its legacy as a trusted re-
gional auto group. Visit gollinggrossepointe.com.
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Give someone a whole new “leash” on life

By Grosse Pointe News Staff Think about fostering first
Fostering offers a way to gauge how life can change with a
A pet in the household. If you fall in love with the animal, you can
dopt don’t shop -is a mantra utilized by many organizations take the next step to adopt.
devoted to finding loving homes for shelter animals. With
thousands of dogs, cats and other companion animals residing in Expect to be vetted
shelters or being fostered until they can find their forever homes,  Rescue groups generally do some type of adopter check, which
rescue organizations urge the pet-loving public to adopt rather than includes an application questionnaire, and may want to visit your
purchase dogs from private breeders. home to be sure that it is safe and comfortable for the pet.
It’s important to be honest with the rescue group regarding, not
only what you're looking for in a dog, such as disposition, energy Expect an adoption fee
level, age, and size, but to describe the overall household dynamic. ~ This helps defray the cost of sheltering animals.
This way the rescue can match your needs with the dogs they have
available to ensure the best opportunity the placed pet will remain in Be patient and open-minded

your home.” Rescued animals often have been jostled around a bit, moving
Here are some other tips to consider if you're thinking of adopting from place to place. Expect a transition period for the nervous pet
a pet. to settle down before judging his or her true personality.

Ado 't n t Every pet deserves a home.
GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY « gpaas.org

Tossa Bemie Bobby Bishop Starsky

Female, 1.5 years old, Yorkshire/ Male, 1 year old, Pit Bull Terrier mix, Male, 2 years old, Boxer mix, Male, 2.5 years old, American Bulldog Male, 7 years old, Mastiff,
Chihuahua, Black/Tan, 8 Ibs. Gold Brindle/White, 41 bs. Tan/White, 53 Ibs. mix, White & Gray spots, 63 lbs. Fawn, 64 Ibs.
To adopt this dog To adopt this dog To adopt this dog To adopt this dog To adopt this dog
please call GPAAS please call GPAAS please call GPAAS please call GPAAS please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551 (313) 884-1551 (313) 884-1551 (313) 884-1551 (313) 884-1551
JEFFERY TORRICE JEFFERY TORRICE JEFFERY TORRICE
313)881-0200 313)881-0200 1 2-72 313)881-0200
(313) ) L (s86)5886055 ) | (313) )\ Brase2723s )| 313) y
N\ N\ N\ N\ [ )

Chuck Dutch [una Werc 0 Oreo

Male, 1.5 years old, Shepherd mix, Male, 1 year old, Dutch Shepherd Female, 3 years old, Akita, Female, 2 years old Female, 5 years old,
Black/Tan, 52 Ibs. mix, Black/Brindle, 55 Ibs. Black/White, 90 Ibs. Black, 46 Ibs Shihtzu mix, Black/White, 21 lbs.

To adopt this dog To adopt this dog To adopt this dog To adopt this dog To adopt this dog

please call GPAAS please call GPAAS please call GPAAS please call GPAAS please call GPAAS

(313) 884-1551 (313) 884-1551 (313) 884-1551 (313) 884-1551 (313) 884-1551

IRISH ety
EEFFEE WIGS & WOMEN’S ACCESSORIES

(586)415-6700 13)881-547 ) ) 1 i
. )L (313) 881-5675 JAN (586) 774-0090 )L (313) 380-4740 )L (313) 865-8886

4 N (. N\ N\ N\ )

10 Week OlA
QKW%AV\SM Tobw & Coco Kittens

| Toby: Male, 5 years old, Lhasa Apso Baker: Male, Shorthair, Gray.
Nemo: Male, Longhair, Black. gﬂ‘V(O r F(W’rﬁ AK% ngtz/ Bfoﬁ”gl 20 Ibs, Brie: Female, Shorthair, White/Black.
Nove: Female, Mediumhair, Black. Male, 10 years old, Bichon Terrier mix, Female, 10 months old, shorthair, Coco: F : r: a|ee ZV ;,te ar Soglod' Lhasa Baloo: Male, Shorthair, White Tabby.
Norris: Male, Mediumhair, Black. White, 14 Ibs. gray tabby. Poodle mix, V\ihitg/Brown,’1 0 lbs, Bruce: Male, Shorthair, Black.
To adopt this cat To adopt this dog To adopt this cat ﬁ:giid tv::?s?:)y. To adopt this cat
please call GPAAS please call GPAAS please call GPAAS please ': all GPAAgs please call GPAAS
(313) 884-1551 (313) 884-1551 (313) 884-1551 (313) 884-1551 (313) 884-1551
Grosse Pointe News
Your community newspaper since 1940
. complet .
JEFFERY TORRICE Bob DOWney Plumbmg omngIftTl?‘ll’soﬁ?t‘;esrage Bob DoWney Plumblng JEFFERY TORRICE
313) 881-0200 (586) 775-2441 (313) 882-6900 586) 775-2441 313) 881-0200
. (313) J . J J O\ (586) / (313) J

GROSSE POINTE ANIMAL ADOPTION SOCIETY REiikadtielitices

Next Open Houses

20542 Harper (at Lennon) in Harper Woods ¢ (313) 884-1551 « www.gpaas.org Saturday, July 25th
Saturday, August 8th

It's EASY to donate with Kroger Community Awards and at gpaas.org/donate/wishlist 10am - 12pm
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Cotton not seeking BoE re-election

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

THE GROSSE POINTES
— Grosse Pointe Public
School System Board of
Education Trustee Sean
Cotton said he will not file
to run for re-election on
the Nov. 3 ballot.

As the Grosse Pointe
News reported earlier this
month, three people have
filed nominating petitions
so far for three open
seats. There were no new
candidates as of press
time.

Running are Ginny
Jeup, Walt Fitzpatrick
and Mariel Krupansky.

Cotton, who also owns

the Grosse Pointe News,
said he believes he has
accomplished what he set
out to do when he decided
to run four years ago.
“As of July 2026, we are
back in a solid financial
position, which was the
reason I ran for the board
in the first place,” he said
in a statement. “We pulled
ourselves out of the finan-
cial death spiral, improved
our credit rating and
secured the financing
needed to keep every
building open and opera-
tional, with the ability to
even reopen Trombly as
an elementary school.”
Cotton was elected to a
four-year term in

November 2022. He
served as board treasurer
in 2023 and president in
2024.

“Looking back on these
four years, beginning in
July 2022 when I first
decided to run for the
board, we accomplished
everything that was
needed to preserve our
walkable, bikeable com-
munity school system,”
he continued. “Our com-
munity schools are
exactly what families are
looking for when raising
their children: elementary
schools they can walk
and bike to, where com-
munities are built. The
same is true of each of our

LISTEN:

Continued from page 1A

the specific metric of five engagement
opportunities under our first-year objec-

tives.”

The strategic plan, passed in April,
mapped out a quarterly schedule to
achieve first-year goals in five key areas:

@ academics and programs,

@ culture,

@ personnel,

4 communications and
# operations.

community engagement.”

Vision statement
“The premier educational commu-

nity where we innovate, learn, grow
and thrive together.”

Belief statements

& Each student deserves an excep-
tional, innovative education that unlocks
their full potential.

& A culture of unity grounded in
respect, belonging and shared responsi-

bility.

# Providing a wide range of opportu-

middle schools and high
schools.”

It was during Cotton’s
time as president the dis-
trict hired Superintendent
Andrea Tuttle, who is
retiring from the district
effective Aug. 31.

“It was when the board
hired Dr. Andrea Tuttle in
early 2024 that we began
making real progress,”
Cotton said. “That prog-
ress was reflected in the
outstanding budgets she
assembled, culminating
in the budget she deliv-
ered on June 9. Each year,
she put together budgets
that preserved all aca-
demic offerings for our
students, along with
extracurricular activities,
the arts and athletics.

“My hope is that this
administration can main-
tain the progress we have
made and continue the
district’s strong financial
trajectory,” he added.
“Even without Dr. Tuttle,
they are well-positioned

for success. I do believe
that will be difficult, how-
ever, because I strongly
believe the current major-
ity of trustees on the
board are incapable of
sound governance.

“I believe too many of
the current trustees lack
the judgment, common
sense and financial
understanding necessary
to govern a district with a
budget of this size and
complexity,” he added.
“With only a few excep-
tions, I no longer believe
my time is best spent try-
ing to persuade trustees
who have little interest in
sound financial steward-
ship or thoughtful gover-
nance.”

Cotton also said serving
on the board has been “a
great honor” and that he
might reconsider running
again in 2028.

Jeup also was elected to
her first term in 2022.
Fitzpatrick spent 30 years
with the district as a

teacher and principal.
Krupansky is a lecturer in
technical communication
in the college of engineer-
ing at the University of
Michigan. She and
Fitzpatrick both served
on the GPPSS Bond
Advisory Committee last
year.

The deadline to file for
the Nov. 3 election is 4
p.m. Tuesday, July 21.
Paperwork can be
obtained at the Grosse
Pointe Park clerk’s office.

Candidates can circu-
late nominating petitions
and gather between 40
and 100 signatures of reg-
istered voters within
GPPSS or pay a nonre-
fundable $100 filing fee.
They also must file an
affidavit of identity.
Candidates have until 4
p-m. Friday, July 24, to
withdraw their nomina-
tion. Write-in candidates
have until 4 p.m. Friday,
Oct. 23, to file a declara-
tion of intent.

PRIDE OF THE POINTES

The process started with an online
survey asking what people thought
could make the district better, plus lis-
tening sessions with a number of
groups including administrators, teach-
ers, students and board members.
Some 55 community members repre-
senting a variety of groups then
attended an eight-hour workshop in
February.

The strategic plan also includes:

Mission statement

“Our mission is to empower all stu-
dents to reach their full potential
through exemplary instruction, inno-
vative experiences and collaborative

nities for students to explore their inter-
ests and build self-confidence.

& Empowering every student to con-
tribute positively to an ever-changing
world.

If community members have particu-
lar topics they would like to discuss,
email info@gpschools.org and the dis-
trict will add those to the topics already
scheduled. Community members have
reached out for more information on
intentional use of technology, the bud-
get, district test scores and rankings and
special education.

Seating will be provided for the out-
door sessions, although attendees are
welcome to bring a lawn chair.

Thomas Buhl and Jack Wiegand of
Grosse Pointe Park, and Addison O’Keefe
and Chase Mazey of Grosse Pointe Farms
were named to the Dean’s List for the
spring semester at Miami University.

L 222

Eula McKee of Grosse Pointe Farms
and Thomas Buhl of Grosse Pointe Park
recently graduated from Miami
University.

L 2 2 2

Lilly Cleland, James Dailey, Ian Davis
and Ryan Everham of Grosse Pointe
Farms; Eleanor Ryan of Grosse Pointe
Park and William Seymour of Grosse
Pointe Shores were named to the Dean’s
List for the spring semester at Kalamazoo

College.
L 2 2 4
Katie VandeWyngearde of Grosse
Pointe Park was named to Miami
University’s spring 2026 President’s List.
L 2 2 2
Curtis Cameron of Grosse Pointe
Woods recently graduated from the
University of Mississippi College of
Liberal Arts with a Bachelor of Arts
degree. He majored in biological science.
£ 2 2 2
Katherine Potapenko of the City of
Grosse Pointe recently graduated summa
cum laude with a degree in educational
studies from Western Governors
University.

uls.org/admissions

Different goals. Different paths. Extraordinary outcomes.

Four out of five Liggett seniors were admitted to their first-choice college.

The 77 students in the Class of 2026 applied to 200 unique colleges and universities,
received more than 430 offers of admission, and will enroll in 44 different schools.

From Harvard and Howard to Michigan and Marquette, from Babson to Bowdoin,

Liggett students pursued a remarkable range of opportunities — finding the right fit for
their individual goals, talents, and aspirations.

Join our legacy of excellence
Learn More & Apply Today.

University Liggett School
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students or staff.

“Upon learning of the
charges, the district
immediately took action

to ensure the individual
is no longer serving in
any capacity within our
athletic program,” it con-
tinued. “We are cooperat-
ing fully with law
enforcement and will
continue to do so

throughout the investiga-
tion.”

Warda, who became
South’s coach in the fall
of 2025, remains free on
bond on the condition he
has no contact with the
complainant.

Ty

FRESH

FARMS

MARKET

Fresh Seafood

Fresh Farms Market is
your Seafood destination

Shop fresh, premium-quality fish at our
Market-Style seafood counter. Lake Superior
whitefish, shellfish, shrimp, cod, tuna, ocean favorites,
crab cakes, grill-ready selections and more.

Enjoy personalized service, expert
recommendations, and the quality and freshness
you can trust for every meal.

313.882.5100

freshfarmsmarket.com
355 Fisher Rd. * Grosse Pointe

Grosse Pointe News

BEST

of the
BEST]
2026
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Water meter
swap on track

By Brad Lindberg
Staff Writer

GROSSE POINTE PARK
— In the rare case the Erie
Lackawanna morning
commuter train ran tardy
on the Gladstone line, it
was met at stations by
miffed Manhattan execu-
tives making a show of
checking their wrist and
pocket watches.

No such grounds for
admonition exist regard-
ing the Park keeping to its
timeline for water meter
installations, according to
conductors of the process.

“We have over 700 peo-
ple signed up already to
have their meters changed
out,” said Tom Jenny,
head of public works, dur-
ing this month’s meeting
of the infrastructure com-
mittee.

All water meters in the
city are due to be

Many old meters are
either worn out, on the
way to wearing out or run-
ning slowly and not mea-
suring flow data
accurately.

Slow readings contrib-
ute to an overall 20 per-
cent rate of untallied
water usage and corre-
sponding loss in munici-
pal water revenue per
year, according to admin-
istrators.

Although underbilled
usage represents a wind-
fall for customers with
slow meters, it burdens
everyone else to make up
the shortfalls.

“We’re changing meters
to measure actual, physi-
cal water losses and (pipe)
breaks to make sure we’re
actually capturing usage
and making sure users are
paying for what they use,
not more, not less,” said
Councilman Max Wiener,
chairman of the infra-
structure committee.

There’s no separate

charge to replace old
meters. Installation costs
are already built into
water bills.

The sign-up list for
swap-outs is a work in
progress. Municipal con-
tractor VEPO Solutions
distributed sign-up letters
to around 1,500 house-
holds. Company employ-
ees will schedule and
perform the installations.

Yet the response so far
encouraged Jenny to con-
sider adding to the instal-
lation team.

“l was thinking of
bringing on another gen-
tleman to put meters in,”
Jenny said. “There’d be
three people from the
contractor doing the

we want to insulate our-
selves from rate increases,
it’s all about controlling
what we can in our own
city,” Wiener said. “We’ve
been talking with Finance
Director (Ethan) Haan,
(Operations Manager and
Pump Station Electrician)
Mike Kraus and City
Manager Nick Sizeland
about once we have these
meters in, how do we get
the most out of them?
How can we realize new
efficiencies of water
meters, figuring out how
effective our infrastruc-
ture work has been?”

The city’s new artificial
intelligence software is
expected to help measure
water usage, calculate

‘We’re changing meters to measure
actual, physical water losses and
(pipe) breaks to make sure ... users are
exchanged for new ones. payz'ng for what ﬂwy use.’

MAXWIENER

Grosse Pointe Park City Councilman

work.”

He forecast the current
round of installations to
be finished by the end of
the year.

New meters measure
water flow electronically.
Customers can monitor
usage in real time both on
site and remotely.

“With the data suite (of
software) we have now,
we’re in the position to
track how much we’re
reducing water losses and
how more efficient is our
flow,” Wiener said.

Reducing losses by
replacing broken pipes,
tightening connections
and accurately measuring
flow are ways to counter
water price increases by
the city’s water supplier,
the regional Great Lakes
Water Authority.

“At the end of the day, if

savings and issue accu-
rate bills.

Throughout at least
three years of public dis-
cussions about replacing
water meters, city officials
stressed the goal of prop-
erly apportioning usage
costs.

“I think people under-
stand this is going to be a
benefit to them,” Wiener
said. “The reality is they’re
going to be paying for
what they use. There are
residents who probably
have slow meters and are
underpaying for what
they’re utilizing. We’re
going to try to work with
everybody as much as
possible, but at the end of
the day, it’s a lot fairer to
residents because we’re
not going to have all resi-
dents picking up the cost
of under collections.”

GPPSS is opening a New virtual high school and
we would like to invite you to be part of this
opportunity that is expanding pathways to a

quality education, not replacing tradition.

Grosse Pointe Virtual is designed to increase flexibility,
access, and support for the broader learning community;,
leveraging technological advancements and innovations in
instruction. Utilizing Michigan Virtual and district staff,
GP Virtual will expand access to the high-quality education
associated with GPPSS. We are a District of Opportunities
and want you to be part of this exciting development.
GP Virtual students walk at graduation with their
home high school. Space is limited. Students cannot
currently be enrolled in GPPSS.

Apply today: gpschools.org/enroll
Questions: gpvirtualschool@gpschools.org or 313-432-3513

Don’t miss the award winning

140 JURIED ARTISTS

Your favorites and some you
have never met. Including
painter Roederick Vines

PR
10 EMERGING ARTISTS

See and purchase art before
they are famous. Meet Amanda
Cullin.

—
HERITAGE ARTISTS

Iconic area artists who rarely
come out to art fairs.

Don’t miss Angelo Sherman
and others.

P
ART INSTALLATIONS

Visit the Music Dome to help
create a song. Explore the Art
Dome made from bottle caps.
See the massive inflatable
sculpture.

—
ART TO WEAR

Jewelry, clothing, outerwear and
accessories. Wear fashion that is
as unique as you are. New this
year- Paul Baker from Nevada.

PR
FUNCTIONAL ART

Art for your table, your garden
and more. Mugs, birdhouse,
tableware and even unique vases
like this one by Stephanie
Gasinski.

—

ART TO CELEBRATE

Think birthdays, holidays and
special occassions. Pick gifts
that will be remembered and
stand out, like this sculpture
from Kudakwashe Chiromo.

BY THE FOUNTAIN, AUGUST 1-2
SATURDAY 10-7 - SUNDAY 11-5

140 JURIED ARTISTS + EMERGING ARTISTS
HANDS-ON ART PROJECTS
SPECIALTY FOODS & FOOD TRUCKS
INSTALLATIONS AND SURPRISES
CONVENIENT PARKING

BellelsleArtFair.com
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THANKYOU
FROM THE GROSSE POINTE NEWS

We earned seven different advertising National Newspaper Association awards
this year — and every one of them was built alongside the local businesses below.
Thank you for investing in the Pointes, and in the journalism that serves them.

AWARD-WINNING SECTIONS * THE PARTNERS WHO MADE THEM POSSIBLE

KICKOFF!

Your Guide to the Gridiron

(* NNA - BEST SPECIAL SECTION )

Gl & & &6 o6 o o o o o o

Grosse Pointe Public School System

Pointe Capital Management LLC

Fresh Farms Market

High Pointe Burger Jointe

Party Adventure

Sine & Monaghan REALTORS® — Shana Sine Cameron
Sine & Monaghan REALTORS® — Dean Sine

University Liggett School

Detroit Wing Company

Diebold Insurance Agency

2025 FALL STYLE GUIDE

® & & o6 o o o o o o

Ed Rinke

Excalibur Park

Fairway Packing Co.

Growing Smiles

Lou’s Pet Shop

Motown Fire LLC

Ray Laethem

State Farm - Mark Wilamowski
Steiner Merchandise

Zestia Greek Street Food

C* NNA - BEST ADVERTORIAL)

® & & o6 o o o o o

Edsel & Eleanor Ford House

Flyleaf Literature & Libations
Grosse Pointe Public School System
The Perry Hotel

Sullivan-Strickler Design

Edmund T. Ahee Jewelers

El's Boutique

Glitter & Scotch

Harp's Lingerie

THE 2025 GALENDAR

® & & o6 o o o

®

IRIS

Pearl

Reloveluxe Inc.
Savvy Chic Boutique
The League Shop
Bird Bee

Brine Oyster House, Le Rouge Boulangerie and The
Bricks Pizzeria

The Velvet Tower

e Faircloth Boutique

(* NNA - BEST READER-GENERATED CAMPAIGN )

®

® & & o6 o o o o o

Antonelli Financial Advisors LLC — Melissa
Fradenburg

Charles Schwab Grosse Pointe

Edsel & Eleanor Ford House

Grosse Pointe Chamber of Commerce
Grosse Pointe Public School System
Grosse Pointe Theatre

Pointe Capital Management LLC

Red Baron Enterprises

The War Memorial

Apple Blossom Baby

ADOPT-A-PET

Grosse Pointe Animal Adoption Society Group Ad

® & & &6 o6 o6 o o o o o

Edmund T. Ahee Jewelers

Savvy Advertising Solutions Inc.

Sine & Monaghan REALTORS® — Shana Sine Cameron
Sine & Monaghan REALTORS® — Dean Sine
Autumn Heating & Cooling

Belding Cleaners

Bob Downey Plumbing

Ed Rinke

McCarver Mechanical

Portraits by Rod

Shores Fireplace & BBQ

(* NNA - BEST MULTIPLE ADVERTISER SECTION )

® & o o o

Allstate Insurance - Jeffrey Torrice
Arrow Heating & Cooling

Backer Landscaping Inc.

Irish Coffee House

Jean'’s Boutique & Wigs

* NNA - BEST REAL ESTATE AD

FINER POINTES

Sine & Monaghan REALTORS® —
Shana Sine Cameron

GROSSE POINTE NEWS

Without our advertisers, there is no us.
Here's to the next award-winning year.

® & o o o

Pointe Alarm

Raymond James - Dan Battjes
Bob Downey Plumbing

Oasis Heating & Cooling
Pointe Cabinets & Design

% NNA - BEST RESTAURANT AD

BEST OF THE BEST

Brine Oyster Bar

*x Kk X

NATIONAL NEWSPAPER
ASSOCIATION
AWARD WINNER



SECTION B ¢ GROSSE POINTE NEWS ¢ JULY 16, 2026

FEATURES

AREA ACTIVITIES |

OBITUARIES |

Paula Draper
paula@higbiemaxon.com
313-886-3400
313-310-0211

higbiemaxon.com

Integrity. Heritage. Lifestyle.
2025 Top Producer at Higbie Maxon Agney.

CHURCHES

St. Clare of Montefalco Catholic Church is located at Mack and Whittier in Grosse Pointe Park.

Celebrating a century

St. Clare parishioners reflect on church’s past

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

An air of celebration
surrounds St. Clare of
Montefalco Catholic
Church — the iconic
house of worship at Mack
and Whittier in Grosse
Pointe Park — as it hits
the century mark.

Earlier this year, the
Rev. Andrew Kowalczyk,
reflecting on 100 years of
steadfastly serving the
community, marveled
just thinking of all the
lives that have been
touched through St.
Clare.

“We as a Catholic com-
munity in this neighbor-
hood have gone through
good and not so good
times ... and never
stopped,” he said.

Looking back

Though established in
1926, the roots of St.
Clare actually extend
back to 1923, with Louis
Rabaut, the Hon. P.J.M.
Hally, E.J. Hickey and
B.A. Seymour — four lay-
men who approached
Bishop Michael
Gallagher to request the
establishment of a parish
in Grosse Pointe Park.

Once approved, the
Order of Augustinians
agreed to run the parish
and the Rev. James A.
McDonald was chosen as
St. Clare’s first pastor. Its
first organizational meet-
ing took place Feb. 26,
1926, at the home of
James Whitty.

As parishioner support
grew, pledges to support

Tim Harris
L GENERAL MANAGER

John Campbell

PHOTOS COURTESY OF ST. CLARE OF MONTEFALCO

Left, St. Clare parishioners fill council chambers in 1963, when they requested a permit for a new school building, as well as the clo-
sure of a portion of Audubon. Right, Cardinal Edward Mooney lays the cornerstone of the new church.

the church grew with it,
including a drive for
funds that brought in
more than $45,000.
McDonald began admin-
istering sacraments,
including St. Clare’s first
baptism, that of Clare
Henk on May 5, 1926, in
the Henks’ home on
Grayton.

On Oct. 3, 1926,
McDonald celebrated St.
Clare’s first Sunday Mass
at the Colony Theater, at
Mack and Balfour. The
day’s three worship times
drew more than 500
parishioners. Weekday
Mass took place in a
duplex on Bedford in
Detroit.

“The first families were
also busy acquiring prop-
erty for the new parish,”
reads a history of the
church in celebration of
its 50th anniversary in
1976. “After purchasing
the land at Charlevoix
and Whittier avenues,

they made plans for a
school building of nine
rooms, with an audito-
rium on the main floor to
be used as a chapel.
Work began on the
school on October 31,
1926. In the months fol-
lowing, the organiza-
tional committee agreed
to raise $100,000 for the

new parish and then
$165,000 for the erection
of a new school build-
ing.”

St. Clare School
opened in September
1927, and was run by the
Dominican Sisters. Sister
Philomena O’Rourke
served as its first princi-
pal. Initially, 300 children

were enrolled in the
school, but by the follow-
ing June, attendance was
up to 420.

By 1929, a rectory to
accommodate three
priests was built, four
classrooms were added
to the school and a con-
vent was built for the sis-
ters. The Rev. John L.

This 1936 photo of the eighth-grade graduates features the first class to com-
plete first through eighth grade at St. Clare School.

S erving Our C ommunity

Since 1917

We've been your neighborhood Grosse Pointe funeral home
for over a century. Our experienced and compassionate tfeam
will walk you through the process and handle every deftail.

MANAGER

20705 Mack Avenue | Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236 | (313) 884-5500

Regnery arrived as St.
Clare’s second pastor.
Two years later, the Rev.
John Barthouski became
its third pastor. He served
seven years before the
Rev. Philip Colgan was
appointed the church’s
fourth pastor, a position
he held for 29 years.

The first class to com-
plete all eight grades at
St. Clare School gradu-
ated in 1936. A year later,
Marilee Williams joined
the congregation.

“I've been a member
since 1937, when I was
baptized,” said Williams,
who prefers to be called
“Grandma CheeChee.” “I
have been there ever
since, except for a short
period we were assigned
to Lansing.”

Williams’ husband
worked for General
Motors, which took them
to Lansing for eight

See ST. CLARE, page 5B
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‘Fowl play foiled: Chickens return to roost

By Jody McVeigh
Editor

An anonymous tip led
to the Ribbon Farms 4-H
Club being reunited with
its beloved birds — 22
chickens and two geese —
after the roost was robbed
of its feathered friends
over the holiday weekend.

During a midmorning
visit to the roost Friday,
July 3, club leader Wendy
Jerome sensed something
was afoul when she
noticed a few missing
birds, including a hen that
had recently laid eggs.

“But it was really hot,”
she said. “Her eggs were
hatching. I thought maybe
she was getting some
water or went somewhere
to cool off. They do that.

“That afternoon, she
had not returned, but
another egg hatched and
we were missing more
birds,” she continued.

A check of the coop
after Friday’s afternoon
storm revealed the mother
hen still had not returned
and more chickens were
missing.

SWEETEN
YOUR SUMMER
DAYS

FILE PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Trevor Beck pets a rooster held by Jennie Jerome

“At that point, I was
frantic,” Jerome said. “I
stuffed the baby birds in
my shirt to keep them
warm. I started going
through every tree, every
corner of their run, up and
down the street. We were
down by half the flock. On
Sunday, we were down to
four birds. ... We captured
them and put them in a
safe house.”

During their inspection
of the coop, 4-H members
found a portion of the
fence pulled away and

Grosse Pointe, M|
17012 Kercheval Ave
Grosse Pointe 48230

(313) 435-0437

Monday-Saturday
10:00am - 7:30pm
Sunday
10:00am - 3:00pm

ORDER ONLINE!
WE DELIVER!
NothingBundtCakes.com
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determined the “predator”
was human. A police
report was filed and the
club’s social media was
abuzz about the birds.
News outlets quickly
picked up the story as
well.

“After fielding calls all
day with words of kind-
ness and support, I was
shocked to answer my
phone and hear on the
other end, ‘I think your
chickens are in my back-
yard,”” Full Circle Director
of Operations Stephanie
DiVirgil said.

She and Evie Ansell,
retail manager of Full
Circle’s resale store, went
to the address and imme-
diately were greeted by
the missing geese.

“We were incredulous
and immensely grateful to
be able to tell Wendy
Jerome that we found her
flock,” DiVirgil said.
“They are back home at
the Edible Garden.”

The garden has been a
point of pride for around
a decade, welcoming
members of Full Circle’s
Team 26 program to
plant, tend and harvest a
variety of produce. The

chicken coop was added
to the plot last summer,
around the time the
Ribbon Farms 4-H Club
was looking for some-
where to raise chickens.
While 4-H members over-
see the coop, Full Circle
participants often help
out.

The livestock portion of
the club started small with
eight American Bresse
chickens and six laying
hens. Since last summer,
the club successfully
hatched a second genera-
tion at the coop, accord-
ing to Jerome.

“Young kids in the com-
munity wanted to hatch
out some of our eggs,” she
said, noting that second
graders at The Grosse
Pointe Academy were
among those who helped.
“One of our hens wanted
to have some of her own,
too.”

Numbers continued to
grow when the club added
additional show birds to
its brood, including cochin
chickens — which feature
fluffy-feathered legs —
and Polish chickens,
which sport fluffy head
feathers.

One of the birds placed
first at the Wayne County
Fair last year.

Upon being reunited,
Jerome said, most of the
birds are in good shape
though the coop now
includes an infirmary
where a pair of injured
chickens are recovering.

The two newly hatched
chicks, Oliver and Annie,
are doing well, she
reported, as are the two
geese, which are being
raised by Jerome’s daugh-
ter, Jennie, to show at the
state fair.

“I’'m shocked,” Jerome

From left, longtime Full Circle supporter Ann
Jerome, Team 26 member Lindsay Rusch and
Ribbon Farms 4-H Club Leader Wendy Jerome.

said. “Never in a million
years did I think they’d be
found. When things are
taken, oftentimes they
aren’t found. I'm so
impressed with the com-
munity and how everyone
came together to support
our little chicken story
and our 4-H club. This
reconfirms how happy we
are with our partners at
Full Circle.”

A new partnership also
hatched in the aftermath
of the pilfered poultry.
Vincent Choice, owner of
Choice Vital Guard
Service, reached out to
Full Circle. His nonprofit,
Choice HD, will provide a
camera and monitoring
for the Edible Garden free
of charge, DiVirgil said.

“It never ceases to
amaze me how this com-
munity is so supportive,”
she added. “People want
to help in any way they
can.”

Secondary to the
chicken theft, DiVirgil

noted someone stole a
great deal of the Edible
Garden’s crops.

“They stole all of our
zucchini, some radishes,
beets,” DiVirgil said.
“Team 26 was planning
on selling that produce at
our store, but that’s on
hold. They took all of our
mature produce, so we
have to wait until it’s
replenished.”
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Full Circle moving full steam ahead

Resale shop gaining traction, new HQ getting closer to finish line

By Jody McVeigh
Editor
The Full Circle

Foundation team wasn’t
sure what to expect when
it uprooted its Upscale
Resale Shop from its long-
time home on Mack
Avenue into a newly
refurbished — and much
larger — site on Jefferson.

But since it opened last
October, its customer
base and donations have
greatly increased.

“We started off strong
and we’re so excited that
it’s remained that way,”
said Evie Ansell, retail
manager. “Previous cus-
tomers followed us here
and we got a lot of new
customers. Our new loca-
tion is much more visible.
... It’s easy to pull in, park
for free and walk inside.”

Added Director of
Operations Stephanie
DiVirgil, “So many people
come and are amazed at
our inventory and prices,
but it’s also a fun place to
be. As an employee, I love
to come in on Saturday.
It’s a fun day.

“So many of our regu-
lars followed us here and
So many people come in
off the street,” she added.
“It’s rare to see people
leave the building without
a bag in their hand.”

During the school year,
the shop is largely run by
members of Full Circle’s
Team 26 program, for
young adults with special

needs who have exited the
Grosse Pointe Public
School System. The pro-
gram helps them acquire
skills that encourage and
enable independence, as
well as meaningful com-
munity engagement.
Their work in the resale
shop is one of the ways to
achieve those goals.
“Team 26 adults work
here,” DiVirgil said. “They
take time off to enjoy the
summer, but in August it
starts up again and the
group will work in the

store. This is a job site for
them.”

Ansell thanked the
steady stream of volun-
teers who help operate
the store, especially when
Team 26 participants take
a break during summer.

Workers make sure
inventory is organized in
a meaningful way, Ansell
said, so it’s easy for cus-
tomers to find what
they’re looking for.

“We have everything
from high-end designers
to The Gap or Old Navy,”
Ansell added.

“People love all of it.
People come in just
for high-end brands;
they know where to
look.

“... We don’t just
put out inventory
and that’s it for the
spring,” she contin-
ued. “We’re con-
stantly moving our
inventory. It’s never
the same; it’s always

The women’s section near the front of the store.

different because
each piece is differ-

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT

Left, Cathleen Coppola helps her daughter, Amelia,
try on a dress to see if it fits. Above, Patty DiVirgil
holds her jeweler’s loupe to examine a piece of jew-
elry while Julia Ansell holds a pair of earrings

DiVirgil will look at next.

ent.”

Different and unique,
DiVirgil added.

“Grosse Pointers buy
very nice things and very
unique things,” DiVirgil
said. “It’s fun when receiv-
ing donations; the range
is so broad. Even things
that are something the
average person would
never think of wearing,
we have the customer
who wants it.”

The same can be said
about the shop’s jewelry
selection, which ranges
from designer to costume
pieces. Each donation is
scrutinized by Patty
DiVirgil, who researches
every jewelry item to price
it accordingly.

Ansell said donations of
clothing, jewelry, shoes
and accessories are
accepted during business
hours in the blue bin
toward the back of the
parking lot, which is
expected to be resurfaced.

“We knew we could
show more, but we didn’t
know what would hap-
pen,” Ansell said, reflect-
ing on the store’s fall
opening. “It’s all been pos-
itive, well-received. The
people who shop here are

SO nice.

“And let’s not forget, all
the money goes back to
the foundation, which
helps young adults,” she
added. “It makes you feel
better to know it’s not just
money you’re blowing.
You’re giving it to a non-
profit. That’s been the
most important piece of
the success of the store
and we’re so grateful to
the Van Elslanders for the
space they provided us.”

Across the lot

The resale shop is one
of two buildings on the
Full Circle Foundation —
A.A. Van Elslander
Campus, which sits at
15414 and 15401 E.
Jefferson, Grosse Pointe
Park. The buildings were
purchased in late 2024,
thanks to a $4 million
grant from the A.A. Van
Elslander Foundation.

Just before opening
Upscale Resale in fall
2025, Full Circle received
another massive donation
from Grosse Pointe
Shores residents Jim and
Patti Anderson that
helped kick off renova-
tions at the second build-

ing.

Now hiring

The Full Circle Foundation is
looking to add two new
go-getters to its team.

Due to the dramatic increase
of donations to its Upscale
Resale Shop, Full Circle is look-
ing for a donation intake spe-
cialist, who will welcome and
assist donors with incoming
donations.

Other duties include sorting,
inspecting and processing do-
nated merchandise; evaluat-
ing items for quality, cleanli-
ness, brand value and resale
potential; pricing merchan-
dise; identifying sought-after
brands and unique finds; and
maintaining an organized in-
take area, among other duties.
“They'd be in charge of receiv-
ing all donated items, sorting
them and deciding what's in
season to put on the floor and
what's off season for the base-
ment,” said Stephanie DiVirgil,
director of operations. “The
number of donations has in-
creased so much and the qual-
ity of donations is amazing.”

Full Circle also plans to hire a
Team 26 job coach, whose re-
sponsibilities vary. The position
includes overseeing individu-
als working within Full Circle’s
various programs and micro-
enterprises; providing one-on-
one and/or group job and life
skills, as well as enrichment
activities; and maximizing the
participation and indepen-
dence of individuals, among
other duties.

Both are part-time opportuni-
ties.

To apply, send a resume to
fullcirclefoundationgp@gmail.
com.

“This will be our James
and Patricia Anderson
Innovation Center, thanks
to a generous $3 million
donation toward the reno-
vation of that building,”
DiVirgil said, noting con-
struction began last
November. “Hopefully it
will be mostly complete in
mid- to late August. It’s a
really big project.”

The building formerly
housed Henry Ford
Ophthalmology.

“There were 30 tiny
exam rooms, SO Wwe
knocked down a lot of
walls to create bigger
spaces,” DiVirgil said.

Once completed, the

See AHEAD, page 6B

AREA ACTIVITIES

The Helm

The Helm at the Boll
Life Center, 158 Ridge,
Grosse Pointe Farms,
offers a variety of classes
and programs. For more
information, call (313)
882-9600.

@ Drums Alive, 5:15 to
6:15 p.m. Thursdays in
July, with instructor Rosa
Hunter.

¢ Field Trip: Canal
Days, Grand Rapids,
Ohio, 7:30 a.m. to 6:15
p-m. Thursday, July 16.
Cost is $97 per person
and includes transporta-
tion, lunch and a canal
boat ride.

¢ Elder Fraud Town
Hall, 6 to 7 p.m. Tuesday,
July 21.

4 Out To Lunch Bunch:
New York Deli, noon to
2:30 p.m. Wednesday,
July 22.

@ UFOs Over Michigan,
6 to 7 p.m. Thursday, July
23.

¢ Shredding at The
Helm, 11 a.m. to noon
Thursday, July 23.

Blood drives

The American Red
Cross hosts the following
blood drives:

¢ 11:30 a.m. to 5:30
p-m. Friday, July 17,
Grosse Pointe Woods
Community Center,
20025 Mack, Grosse
Pointe Woods.

¢ 8 am. to 2 p.m.

Sunday, July 19, Ray
Laethem Buick, 17677
Mack, Detroit.

Register at redcross
blood.org.

The War Memorial

The War Memorial, 32
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Farms, offers programs
and activities for the
community. For informa-
tion on the following,
visit warmemorial.org

¢ Awaken Your
Senses: A Morning of Yin
Yoga & Sound Bath, 9 to
10:15 a.m. Sunday, July

19. Cost is $35.

& SummerFest Movie:
“The Sandlot,” 6 to 9 p.m.
Wednesday, July 22.

@ Picnic & Play by the
Lake, 10:30 a.m. to 12:30
p-m. Thursday, July 23.

Ford House

The Edsel & Eleanor
Ford House, 1100
Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe
Shores, offers the follow-
ing programs:

& Food Tales: “Stone
Soup,” 10:30 to 11:30
a.m. Thursday, July 23.

¢ Dog Days of
Summer, 8 a.m. to 7:30
p.-m. Monday, July 27.
Admission is free for
Friends; cost for the pub-
lic is $10 for adults, $5 for

ages 3 to 17.

For tickets and infor-
mation, visit fordhouse.
org.

Rotary

The Rotary Club of
Grosse Pointe hosts its
next meeting at 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, July 22, at
Village Grille, 16930
Kercheval, City of Grosse
Pointe. Dr. Nathan
Blackwell of Clairepointe
Family Chiropractic in
Grosse Pointe Farms
speaks. Email grosse

pointerotary@gmail.com.
Harper Woods
ibrary

The Harper Woods
Library, 19601 Harper,

SRNMITTRES

CONSIGNMENT & BUYING DESIGNER BAGS

Pt
HERMES

PARIS

CHANEL

We carry designer
clothes, shoes, jewelry

& bags

SERVING THE POINTES & BEYOND FOR 34 YEARS

GUCCI

@

LOUIS VUITTON

21027 MACK AVE. | GROSSE POINTE WOODS

313.886.5043
f FULLY INSURED

OPEN
TUE-SAT
1MAM-5PM

Harper Woods, hosts
Gentle Evening Yoga
from 6 to 7 p.m. Mondays,
July 27, Aug. 10 and 24,
and Sept. 21. Classes are
taught by Yemisi
Odetoyinbo. Registration
is encouraged.

The Friends of the
Harper Woods Library

hosts A Novel Evening at
the Library, 6 to 8 p.m.
Friday, July 17, at 19601
Harper, Harper Woods.
Tickets are $40, and
include food, drinks, live
jazz and more. Proceeds
benefit the Friends’
efforts to support the
library.
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OBITUARIES

Obituary notices are purchased and often prewritten by family or friends. While
we try to run obituaries as submitted, we nevertheless reserve the right to edit for

accuracy, style and length.

Kathleen Ann
Steiner

Kathleen Ann Steiner,
64, died unexpectedly
Thursday, June 18, 2026.

Kathleen leaves behind
a family who adored her
and countless friends
whose lives she bright-
ened. Her greatest happi-
ness was life’s simplest
moments and being with
the people she loved.

Kathleen was born
June 4, 1962, to James
and Delphine (nee
Orlowski) Counsman,
both now deceased. She
was the fourth of six chil-
dren.

Kathleen’s joy was her
family. She is survived by
her devoted husband and
best friend of 40 years,
Eric Steiner; sons,
Michael (Lauren
Pappert), Ethan and
Maxwell (Amanda); trea-
sured grandchildren,
Olive Steiner-Pappert,
Mason Steiner, Leslie
Steiner and Holly
Steiner; siblings, Barbara
Hile (Earl), Suzanne
Keep (Paul), Carolyn
Counsman, Richard
Counsman and Michael
Counsman; along with
many nieces, nephews,
cousins, extended family
members and dear
friends.

Being “Grama” was
one of her greatest bless-
ings. There was nothing
she loved more than
spending time with her
grandchildren.

Kathleen spent most of
her life in Grosse Pointe
Woods before moving to
Sarasota, Fla., in 2021.
She always looked for-
ward to her annual trips
to her “happy place,”
Mackinac Island.

Kathleen’s kindness,
generous spirit and
unwavering love for
those around her will
continue to live on in the
hearts of everyone who
knew her.

Her family finds com-
fort in the memories she

leaves behind, including

songs by Bruce
Springsteen or “Mr.
Brightside” by The

Killers, visits to Mackinac
Island or feeling the
warmth of the sun.

A celebration of life
will be held at a later
date.

Memorial donations
may be made to Leader
Dogs for the Blind, 1039
S. Rochester, Rochester
Hills, MI 48307, give.
leaderdog.org/for/ldb/
info/website. Kathleen
took great pride in help-
ing train future service
dogs.

Margaret Brophy

Margaret “Meg”
Brophy passed away
Tuesday, June 23, 2026.
She leaves behind a leg-
acy of devotion, compas-
sion, strength and
generosity.

Meg was a beloved
wife, mother, grand-
mother, sister, aunt and
friend whose life was
defined by the deep love
she had for her family
and the many ways she
gave of herself to others.

Meg is survived by her
loving husband, John
Gehrke; son, Hans
Gehrke (Nick); and
daughter, Sarah Valdez
(Emilio). She was a
proud and loving grand-
mother to Dylan Gehrke,
Anthony Bisesi and
Ethan Sproles. She also
is survived by her sisters,
Kathleen Whitman
(Ron), Mary Ray Brophy
and Hope Lesperance
(Mark); brother, Dan
Brophy (Lori); sister-in-
law, Sue Haggarty
(George); brother-in-law,
Bill Gehrke; and many
cherished nieces and
nephews who will
remember her love, kind-
ness and gingerbread
houses.

Meg was predeceased
by her parents, Hope and
James Brophy; sister-in-

law, Joan Gehrke; and
beloved grandson, Dylan
Gehrke, whose memory
remained forever close to
her heart.

Throughout her life,
Meg built a successful
career and was admired
for both her professional-
ism and dedication. She
worked for Young &
Rubicam and later for
Ford Motor Co., where
she was respected for her
intelligence, work ethic
and creative ideas. She
brought that same deter-
mination and heart into
every part of her life,
whether in her career,
friendships or role within
her family.

One of the most mean-
ingful parts of Meg’s life
was the creation of the
Dylan Wish Memorial,
founded in honor of her
grandson, Dylan.
Through this memorial,
Meg helped raise aware-
ness and support efforts
to find a cure for JMML,
a rare form of juvenile
leukemia. This work
reflected who she was at
her core — someone who
turned heartbreak into
action and grief into a
mission to help other
families facing unimagi-
nable loss. Her love for
Dylan and her commit-
ment to honoring his life
will remain one of her
lasting gifts to the world.

Meg will be remem-
bered by all who knew
her for her strength,
devotion to those she
loved and ability to make
people feel cared for and
supported. She was the
kind of person who
showed up for her family,
celebrated their joys, car-
ried them through their
sorrows and loved them
fiercely through it all.
Her memory will live on
in the family she trea-
sured, the many lives she
touched and the work
she did to honor Dylan’s
life.

A memorial service will
be held at 1 p.m. Monday,

Kathleen Ann Steiner

July 20, at Sparks-Griffin
Funeral Home, 111 E.
Flint, Lake Orion. Her
family will begin to
receive guests at 10 a.m.

In lieu of flowers,
memorial donations may
be made to the Dylan
Wish Memorial to con-
tinue the fight against
JMML and honor the leg-
acy she worked so hard
to build, bit.ly/4vZUdOo.

Florence Rachel
Mourad

Florence Rachel
Mourad, 88, passed away
peacefully Wednesday,
July 1, 2026, surrounded
by her children and
grandchildren at home in
Grosse Pointe.

Florence was born Oct.
24, 1937, in Detroit, the
fifth of six children to
Philip and Adele
Shammas, both now
deceased. She graduated
from Denby High School
and worked in her
father’s wholesale grocer
company, S&G, in
Detroit, which he
founded in 1924. She
married Raymond “Ray”
N. Mourad Jan. 24, 1961,
at St. George of Troy
Antiochian Orthodox
Church.

Florence dedicated her
life to her family. She
was a loving and support-
ive wife to her husband
in all his endeavors. In
fact, she spotted
Raymond at the age of
10, announced to her
mother, “I'm going to
marry that boy,” and fol-
lowed through with her
promise. Ray and Flo
went on to have three
children, Diane, Michelle
and Norman. She contin-
ued to work for her fam-
ily business in sales, as
she won everyone over
with her beaming smile

Margaret Brophy

and bright spirit.

Throughout her life,
Florence was a faithful
servant. Charity always
began in the home as she
was very caring and lov-
ing to everyone who
needed her. She was a
gracious hostess and
continually entertained
family and friends with
h omemade
Mediterranean cuisine.
She loved her 3 p.m. cof-
fee and always allowed
herself dessert. She also
enjoyed playing bridge
with her friends and vol-
unteered at the
Fontbonne Gift Shop at
Henry Ford St. John
Hospital.

Mothering was
Florence’s passion. She
couldn’t tell people she
loved them enough and
always stood in the door-
way to wave and bless
them goodbye. She was
lovely, refined, kind and
beautiful inside and out.
Her faith guided her and
she always felt grateful
and humbled for her
abundant blessings. Her
11 grandchildren and
two “great-grands” were
her joy and, in recent
years, her dear friend,
Phil Graves, brought her
happiness.

Florence is survived by
her children, Diane Leoni
(Michael), Michelle
Giorgio (Michael) and
Norman Mourad
(MaryAnn); sister, Violet
Mahfood; brothers,
Robert Shammas and
Richard Shammas
(Kathy); grandchildren,
Angela Giorgio, Frank
Giorgio (Allie), Trina
Baldwin (Daniel),
Dominic Leoni, John
Leoni (Julia), Olivia
Leoni, Nicholas Leoni,
Rachel Mourad,
Christopher Mourad,
Matthew Mourad and
Alissa Mourad; and

Florence Rachel Mourad

great-grandsons, Frank
and Michael Giorgio.
Florence was prede-
ceased by her parents,
Philip and Adele
Shammas; husband,
Raymond Mourad; sister,
Janet Lakis (George);
brother, George
Shammas (Mary); sister-
in-law, Elizabeth
Shammas; brothers-in-
law, Adeeb Mahfood and
Robert Mourad; niece,

Nicole Shammas;
nephew, Thomas
Mourad; and great-
nephew, Michael
Simone.

Florence will lie in
state at 9:30 a.m.

Tuesday, July 21, until a
10:30 a.m. funeral ser-
vice at St. George of Troy
Antiochian Orthodox
Church, 2160 E. Maple,
Troy.

Memorial donations
may be made to St.
George of Troy
Antiochian Orthodox
Church, 2160 E. Maple,
Troy, MI 48083, stgeorge
oftroy.churchcenter.
com/giving; or the
Solanus Casey Center,
1780 Mt. Elliott, Detroit,
MI 48207, solanuscasey.
org/help-us-serve/
donate/.

MEMORIAL

Todd Alan Brooks

Todd Alan Brooks, 74,
passed away Sunday,
Jan. 25, 2026.

A gathering will take
place from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 1,
with a memorial at 12:30
p.m., at Chas. Verheyden
Inc., 16300 Mack, Grosse
Pointe Park.

His full obituary was
published in the Feb. 12,
2026, Grosse Pointe
News.

Chamber’s Barroso graduates from national leadership training program

Abigail Barroso, direc-
tor of engagement with
the Grosse Pointe
Chamber of Commerce,
recently graduated from
the Institute for
Organization
Management, the profes-
sional development pro-
gram of the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce,
and received the recogni-
tion of IOM.

IOM graduate recogni-
tion signifies that
Barroso completed 96

credit hours of course
instruction in nonprofit
management.
“Attending the Institute
for Organization
Management program is
something that Jenny
(Boettcher, chamber
president) raved about
from the time [ was inter-
viewing for my job with
the chamber in 2022,”
Barroso said.
“Experiencing Institute
and connecting with a
global network of cham-

ber and nonprofit leaders
is a great honor. It’s
refreshing to have peo-
ple I can connect with
who understand what it’s
like working in similar
roles with many players
and types of businesses,
and to have a cohort I
can share best practices
with will help chamber
programming in the
future.”

“Institute graduates
are recognized across
the country as leaders in

Jewelry & Coin®
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Store Hours: Monday-Friday 10-6 - Saturday 10-4

the chamber and
association
industry,” said
Boettcher, who
earned her IOM
in 2012, “and
Abigail’s accom-
plishment rein-
forces the
professionalism,
momentum and
forward-looking
leadership within
the Grosse Pointe

Chamber of
Commerce.
“Abigail’s grad-

uation from the
U.S. Chamber’s
Institute for
Organization
Management is a

tremendous mile-
stone for her and
a proud moment
for our chamber,”
she continued.
“The IOM des-
ignation reflects
her dedication to profes-
sional excellence and her
commitment to strength-
ening the way we serve
our business community.
We are grateful for the
energy, expertise and
leadership she brings to
our organization every
day and we are excited to
see the impact her
expanded knowledge
will have on our mem-
bers and our mission.”

Since 1921, the pro-
gram has educated tens
of thousands of associa-
tions, chambers and
other nonprofit leaders
on how to build stronger
organizations, better
serve their members and
become strong business
advocates. Its curriculum
consists of four week-
long sessions at four dif-
ferent wuniversity
locations throughout the

COURTESY PHOTO

From left, Pammie Jimmar, IOM, president of the Athens
Limestone Chamber of Commerce in Athens, Ala.; Abigail
Barroso; and Paige Hutto, IOM, president and CEO of the
Chamber of Commerce Association of Alabama.

country. Through a com-
bination of required
courses and electives in
areas such as leadership,
advocacy, marketing,
finance and member-
ship, participants can
enhance their organiza-
tional management skills
and add new fuel to their
organizations, making
them run more efficiently
and effectively.

— Jody McVeigh
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ST. CLARE:

Continued from page 1B

years, but they were
quick to return to her
beloved community.

“I've lived in Grosse
Pointe all my life,” she
said. “I was born on
Kensington, just behind
Verheyden (Funeral
Home). My journey to St.
Clare was pretty easy. I
used to walk across the
field to get there; now it’s
a parking lot.

“... Charlie Verheyden
was very kind to St. Clare
and my family,” she
added. “He would go out
of his way for us. Charlie
Verheyden was very sen-
sitive with us. He knew
he was changing the
landscape.”

The funeral home
“changed the landscape”
in 1941, around the time
St. Clare purchased prop-
erty south of Mack
between Audubon and
Whittier. Construction
began in 1951; Cardinal
Edward Mooney laid the
cornerstone. The church
building was formally
dedicated May 10, 1953.
In June that year, the first
infant baptized in the
new building was Mary
Kathryn Diehl, niece and
granddaughter of the
church’s designers.

Another four class-
rooms were added to the
school by the end of
1952.

“My dad used to tell me
stories about more than
60 kids in classrooms,
with three or four class-
rooms for each grade,
which is incomprehensi-
ble to me,” said Megan
Price, a lifelong member
of St. Clare and a 1994
graduate of its school.
Her father graduated in
1964, and her grandfa-
ther graduated in the
’40s. “When I was there,
each grade was capped at
60, and there was no
more than 30 in a class-
room. Most of the grades
were full.”

In 1963, enrollment
surpassed 1,180 stu-
dents. The parish
approached Grosse
Pointe Park City Council
seeking a permit to build
a new school building, as
well as requesting the
closure of the 1400 block
of Audubon, from
Cadieux to Mack.

The same year, long-
time Grosse Pointer Rose
Regner joined the parish.
What she found in 1963
filled her with enough joy
to remain a faithful
parishioner ever since.

“My children attended
the school,” she said. “I
brought up two wonder-
ful children, a son and a
daughter. I have nice
memories of the faculty
and the priest. ... I was
there every day while my
children were at school.”

A lifelong Catholic,
Regner said she was
active in the Ladies’ Altar
Society.

“I gave it my all and I
loved it,” she said. “I
enjoyed daily Masses,
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St. Clare’s football team was the Southeast Division champion in 1954.

too.”

The Rev. John E.
McLaughlin arrived in
1967, shortly after the
launch of Vatican II
reforms, which allowed
priests to face the con-
gregation rather than the
altar, as well as permitted
Mass to be delivered in a
church community’s
native language rather
than Latin. Under
McLaughlin, the athletic
commission was formed
and the parish’s first din-
ner dance and picnic
were created.

In the ensuing years,
the congregation thrived
with social and fundrais-
ing activities. Volunteers
helped boost the church’s
ministries, the church’s
first prayer group formed
and a minister of music,
Gerald Furi, added a new
dimension to the celebra-
tion of Mass.

McLaughlin was suc-
ceeded by the Rev.
Francis McDonnell and
under his leadership, the
first 28 Eucharistic minis-
ters were invested and
began to distribute
Communion.

At the time of its 50th
anniversary in 1976, St.
Clare parish consisted of
2,500 families.

“I attended Mass daily
when [ was able,” Regner
said, touting the congre-
gation’s camaraderie.
“We’d have breakfast in
the morning. There
would be a whole table of
parishioners after Mass
at Harvard Restaurant.”

More recent years

While the church expe-
rienced booming growth
in its earlier years, its
numbers eventually
began to decline. In 1996,
the convent closed and
was demolished. The
church now serves
around 850 families.

“When I was in high
school, I was on the par-
ish council,” said Price,
who was a member of the
youth group’s leadership
team. “Having a voice at
a young age made me
have more ownership of
the church and school. I
was representing the
voice of the rest of the
youth group.”

Price, and other parish-
ioners, have watched a
steady decline not only in
student enrollment, but
in Mass attendance.
Much of the decline has
been attributed to the
changing demographics
of the community, among
other factors.

The first infant baptized in the new church was
Mary Kathryn Diehl, granddaughter and niece of
the church’s designers, George F. and Gerald G.

Diehl.

“The parish is not the
same as it was,”
Kowalczyk noted. “The
school, the community is
not the same as when it
was founded. The demo-
graphic has changed
considerably.”

For a handful of years,
Price was among those
who left St. Clare.

“I didn’t appreciate and
agree with the decisions
made by the last
Augustinian priest,” she
said. “A lot of people felt
that way.

“... When Father
Andrew came to St.
Clare, my sister called
me,” she continued. “She
was still a member. She
said, “You have to come
back to St. Clare. This
priest is awesome.’” He
understands that people
have lives and commit-
ments. We came back in
2015 and haven’t left
since.”

The departure of the
Augustinian Order in
2012 was a time of uncer-
tainty at St. Clare.

“We lost the
Augustinians, because
they couldn’t handle the
parish anymore,”
Williams said. “I thought
for sure we’d close, but
then the Michaelites
came. Their first parish
in North America was St.
Clare.”

With their arrival came
Kowalczyk, who has
breathed new life into the
parish.

“I've seen a lot of
changes, but this has
been the most beautiful
time with Father
Andrew,” Regner said.
“He has so much love.
There’s something about
that priest.”

“He continued to build
and draw parishioners to
the parish,” Williams
said, “and revived it from
start to finish. There are
many ministries and
many opportunities for
Mass. He not only
brought them full speed
ahead, he increased them
and made them even
more special.

“... Parishioner involve-
ment was not encour-
aged in the past, but
Father Andrew changed
that,” she added, noting
she has served as a lector
and Stephen Minister.
“He was all about us
helping. Anyone in the
parish was encouraged
to step up.”

While much of Price’s
involvement the last 12
years has been with the
school, now that her son
is entering eighth grade,
she said she’ll get more
involved with the church.

“I saw the decline,” she
said, “but I'm also seeing
a rebound. Other parish-
ioners are noticing it, too.
I'm not sure if it’s because
Pope Leo is from the
U.S., but we’re seeing a
resurgence of the
Catholic faith. I'm seeing
it at Mass every Sunday.
Young families are com-
ing out in full force. It’s
exciting to see.”

“Father Andrew and
the Michaelites brought a
renewed spirit back into
the parish,” Williams
added. “We’ve got young
people, young families
who are making it more
vibrant. ... It’s wonderful

to see those pews getting
filled more and more
since he’s been there.
He’s quite a priest. [ can’t
sing his praises enough.”

Williams attended
grade school at St. Clare,
where she also sent her
children.

“My daughter raised
her whole family there;
my son did, too,” she
said. “My daughter is still
with the parish. They
haven’t strayed from
their faith.”

Price sent her children
to the school, a decision
she made after her
daughter was diagnosed
with Type 1 diabetes at
age 4.

“We were overwhelmed
by everything that would
go into caring for her,”
Price said. “We knew she
would be cared for at the
school. ... At St. Clare,
the class sizes were so
small it was a no-brainer.
Even though there’s no
nurse on staff, even
though she was the first
diabetic student in a num-
ber of years ... it’s not
that we trusted that
they’d know how to take
care of her, but we trusted
that we knew they would.
We knew they’d do what
needs to be done without
having to ask.”

Small class sizes were
just part of the appeal,
Price said.

“The group of kids in
my daughter’s grade
were awesome,” she said.
“From a young age, these
kids understood not that
she was different, but
that she needed different
things to survive. And the
test scores support every-
thing from an academic
perspective; that was
never a concern. They’re
getting what they need
academically, socially
and religiously.”

Other more recent
points of pride for St.
Clare include the forma-
tion of Project Hope in
2014. The Project Hope
5K and Pray event bene-
fits a person or family in
need.

Since 2015, St. Clare,
in partnership with Chas.
Verheyden Funeral
Home, has hosted a
funeral Mass for
unclaimed bodies, one of
the Corporal Works of
Mercy of the Catholic
Church.

St. Clare weathered
the storm of the pan-
demic, implementing
distance learning in
2020, and earning a 2022
Resilience in Business
Award from the Grosse
Pointe Chamber of
Commerce.

It also weathered a lit-
eral storm, coming back
from flood damage to its
lower level in 2021.

A recap of St. Clare’s
history would be remiss
if it didn’t include men-
tion of Cardinal Robert
Prevost, who was
ordained a transitional
deacon Sept. 10, 1981, at
St. Clare. Last year, he
was elected pope, taking
the name Leo XIV.

St. Clare will honor
Pope Leo XIV’s ordina-
tion anniversary with a
weekend celebration
Sept. 12 and 13.

Further celebrations
are planned for St.
Clare’s official centen-
nial anniversary, includ-
ing Mass with
Archbishop Edward
Weisenburger at 10 a.m.
Sunday, Oct. 11, fol-
lowed by an anniversary
dinner at The War
Memorial at 5 p.m.

Regner said she’s look-
ing forward to celebrat-
ing the centennial this
fall. She’s excited to cel-
ebrate the church that
has brought so much joy
into her life.

“St. Clare is so special,”
she said. “Every time I
think about the church, I
just feel so happy.”

“We’re surrounded by
great people at St. Clare,”
Price added. “The pres-
ence of young people in
Mass is a good thing.
They’re still learning to
sit and behave, but you
have to give them and
their parents grace,
because they’re there.
They’re showing up.”

For more information
about upcoming centen-
nial celebration events,
visit stclarem.org/100th-
anniversary.

“This is to commemo-
rate, celebrate, remem-
ber and be grateful, but
also look to the future, to
the new generations who
are coming, the younger
couples with their chil-
dren,” Kowalczyk said.
“We hope for the next
years to come, this parish
and this community will
thrive and be strong.
That’s what this celebra-
tion has in mind. We
want to celebrate, rejoice
and hope to bring a reju-
venation of faith.”

The present-day building,.

An unknown future

While St. Clare of Montefalco Catholic Church celebrates a cen-
tury of life, it also feels the weight of uncertainty as the
Archdiocese of Detroit is proposing a restructuring program,
aimed at addressing declining attendance and other issues.

The archdiocese embarked on a two-year planin 2025, with the
goal of restructuring parishes and buildings. In a letter to the
Catholic Church, Archbishop Edward Weisenburger stated,
“Many of our churches were built during a time of tremendous
growth, when more than 1.5 million Catholics called this
Archdiocese home. Today, our Catholic census is closer to
900,000, with a smaller number regularly attending Mass.

We have been struggling to maintain buildings, ministries, and
structures that were designed for a much larger Church.”
Consolidation efforts will group churches into “pastorates” that
will share a single pastor, which likely will lead to some church-
es merging or closing. St. Clare is among those under consider-

ation.

“What the Archdiocese is doing is unsettling for 100 percent of
the parish,” said Marilee Williams, a member since 1937.“I'm
upset with the fact it's happening. | understand there has to be
downsizing, but ... I don’t know what will happen if St. Clare

closes.

“It's my faith,” she added. “My faith has always been a part of
my life. | will pray for our parish that we survive this reorganiza-
tion we're going through in the Archdiocese, because our parish
has been growing. That's because of Father Andrew. ... Father
Andrew made it what it is today: a vibrant, Catholic, orthodox

church.”

"It puts every Catholic in an awkward situation,” said Megan
Price, also a lifelong member. “From a young age, | had owner-
ship of the church because | was involved. | influenced deci-
sions being made. I was 15, 16, on the parish council. It's hard to
imagine St. Clare not being an active parish.

“At the same time, we're focusing on how we can be a steward
of the Catholic faith in the surrounding community,” she added.
“The priest shortage is real; | get that. All we can do is make sure
our voices are heard, praying and listening to the Holy Spirit to
be guided by what is best for us as a Catholic community. It's a
challenging time we're in as a church, as a whole. Our numbers
are growing, but our priest numbers are dwindling.

“... Restructuringis going to be a challenge, but in the mean-
time, we'll celebrate what we have.”

“I feel happy about St. Clare, but sad about the restructuring,”
longtime member Rose Regner added. “... We have a lovely re-
lationship; we care about each other here.”

Christ the King
Lutheran Church
and Preschool

Mack at Lochmoor ¢ 884-5090
www.christthekinggp.org

SUNDAY

WEDNESDAY

8:30 a.m. - Bible Study
9:30 a.m. - Worship Service
Sunday School - During Service

10 a.m. - Bible Study
6:30 p.m. - Worship Service

Solomon Spangler, Pastor

Making New Disciples-

Building

Stronger Ones
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building will house Full Circle
administrative offices, as well
as its Team 26 operations and
the skill-building programs
associated with it.

Guests to the building will
enter a grand atrium and
reception area that will dou-
ble as an event space, com-
plete with sitting areas, a bar
and a donor wall honoring
those who contributed to the
campus.

“We’ll use it for entertain-
ing, meetings, speakers,”
DiVirgil said. “And hopefully
we’ll rent that space to other
local entities as another rev-
enue stream for Full Circle.”

The 14,000-square-foot first
floor also will include admin-
istrative offices and a confer-
ence room, as well as a Team
26 lounge, “a dedicated area
for our Team 26
adults,”DiVirgil said, “with a
workspace with tables and
computers and a kitchenette.”

An additional family room
will include couches, chairs,
beanbag chairs and a televi-
sion, where young adults will
gather for morning meetings
or just to hang out.

A learning kitchen and caf-
eteria also are on the first
floor.

“Grosse Pointe Rotary
made a donation to name it
the Nutrition Nook,” DiVirgil
said of the cafeteria. “The
adults will learn to make and
prepare food in the Kitchen,
then come in here and enjoy
a meal together.

“It’ll be a learning kitchen,
with two islands, so adults
can stand around and watch
a teacher,” she added.

Several spaces toward the
rear of the building could
include offices for a social
worker, therapist or Medicaid
biller, DiVirgil said, though
options still are being
explored.

Also included are four
classrooms, which initially
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This first-floor space will serve as a gathering spot for Team
26 participants once construction is complete.

were meant for use by the
Grosse Pointe Public School
System.

“We spent a great deal of
time exploring this opportu-
nity and we were genuinely
hopeful we could find a way
to make it work,” DiVirgil
said. “Unfortunately, we
weren’t able to get the clarity
and shared direction we
needed from GPPSS to move
forward with confidence.
Because of that, we made the
decision to focus our energy
on the many opportunities
already in front of us.

“We remain excited about
our future,” she continued,
“and we are confident in our
ability to continue growing
our programs and creating
meaningful opportunities for
individuals with disabilities to
build independence, develop
job and life skills, participate
in enriching experiences and
become active members of
the community.”

Full Circle currently is sur-
veying the community to
explore needs it could meet
with the classroom space (see
sidebar).

More downstairs

A lower level at the new
building will include a lobby
with a catering kitchen and
concessions area.

“If there’s an event onsite,
the caterer can leave food or
prepare food here,” DiVirgil

said. “And Team 26 adults can
bake zucchini bread or dog
biscuits here. And they can
operate a concessions counter
during events.”

Deeper into the lower level
are an innovation room that
will include stations for exist-
ing and new Team 26 micro-
enterprise businesses.
Included will be Stitch & Sew,
floral design and Fan Faces
stations.

“(Retired GPPSS teacher)
Susan Howey gave Fan Faces
to Full Circle and she’ll be
working with us on it,”
DiVirgil noted. “Anything new
that comes along the way will
be in the innovation room,
too.”

Team 26’s shredding and
laundry microenterprises will
have separate rooms in the
lower level, which also
includes a sizable recreation
room.

“It was an unfinished space
intended to be a surgical suite,

but that never came about,”
DiVirgil said. “Our first time
down here, we said, ‘This is
our gym.”

The recreation room will
include a section devoted to
fitness, complete with special
flooring and exercise equip-
ment. Another portion of it
will include a stage for the Full
Circle Choir.

“We wanted to create a
space for them, so we’re put-
ting a stage down here,”
DiVirgil said. “The Full Circle
Choir will perform in the
space, but we can also rent it
out for large meetings. We’d
like to have social events,
hopefully every weekend, like
dances and bingo and kara-
oke and talent shows. There
are endless opportunities for
the recreation area with a
stage.”

Other areas in the lower
level will serve as a dressing
room for the choir and for
storage.

“We’re so thrilled to have so
much space in this building,”
DiVirgil said. “We’re finding
that we’re using every square
inch of it.”

With the added space likely
will come added program
opportunities, which DiVirgil
said are still being developed.

“We’re very excited that
Full Circle will have the space
and resources to expand exist-
ing programs and add new
programs,” she added, “and
open up to adults outside of
the Grosse Pointes now that
we have the extra space.”

For more information, visit
fullcirclefdn.org.

The lower-level stage will host the choir and other acts.

survey says...

The Full Circle Foundation is hosting a com-
munity survey to determine how best to serve
the special needs community with its forth-
coming space.

When the James and Patricia Anderson
Innovation Center opens this fall, it will in-
clude a section of classroom and office spac-
es, the uses for which have yet to be deter-
mined.

“Because we have 7,000 square feet of space
we didn’t think we were going to have, we
want to hear from the community the types
of programs and activities they’d like to see
for their children with special needs,” said
Stephanie DiVirgil, director of operations. “The
survey is for any age range, from a 2-year-old
who is newly diagnosed to someone whose
child has been out of school for five years.
What do they need?”

DiVirgil said she predicts job placement will
be on that list. She'd like to see vocational job
placement programs among the new offer-
ings at Full Circle. A team from the foundation
has visited nonprofits in Oakland County that
run such programs and is looking to them as
mentors.

“Our board members are starting a parent ad-
vocacy council,” Divirgil noted. “We want to
be a hub. We want to be an innovation center
where parents with a child of any age can go
for Social Security assistance, estate planning,
Medicaid. We want to offer seminars and
speakers and social worker appointments.
We're hoping that this becomes the home for
everything pertaining to the disability com-
munity.”

Surveys were sent out earlier this week via
email to Full Circle families. The survey also is
available on the Full Circle website — fullcir-
clefdn.org—and Facebook page.

“In the special needs community, parents are
S0 enthusiastic and eager to get involved,”
DiVirgil said. “We think they'll look at this op-
portunity and jump on it. We want what's best
for their children. They could actually shape
the programming that goes on in the building.

“Full Circle has established programs and
ideas of what we want to do,” she added, “but
we want to
shape some for
the community,
for what they
want to see. So
we want to hear
from families. We
want to provide
the most quality
programs that
will benefit the
most people.”
Find the survey by scanning the QR code or
visiting surveymonkey.com/r/FC_special
needs_survey
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From left, Karl Koto, Ford House director of landscapes and project executive; Sen. Kevin Hertel; Macomb County Executive Mark Hackel; Kevin Drotos, Ford
House landscapes and natural areas manager and project manager; Macomb County Public Works Commissioner Candice Miller; and Ford House President
and CEO Mark Heppner. In front of them is Moss, Ford House “director of wildlife management.”

Ford House marks shoreline restoration

By Ted O’Neil

Associate Editor

GROSSE POINTE
SHORES — Around 300
people attended a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony at
Ford House Tuesday,
July 7, marking a two-
year restoration project
along one mile of Lake
St. Clair shoreline.

“This is a living testa-
ment to our communi-
ty’s association with the
water,” said Mark
Heppner, Ford House
president and CEO. “The
Ford family knew how
special this land was.”

State Sen. Kevin

Hertel, D-St. Clair
Shores, who helped
secure funding for the
project, said he used to
fish by Ford Cove with
his dad and now brings
his two children there to
fish.

“The entire shoreline
of Lake St. Clair gener-
ates $1.6 billion in eco-
nomic activity for our
area,” he said. “We need
to preserve that.”

The restoration was
funded by a $7 million
grant from the National
Oceanic and
Atmospheric
Administration Fisheries
Office of Habitat

Conservation. This pro-
gram provides funding
to local partners like
Ford House to restore
habitat for fisheries and
communities.

Additionally, the ini-
tial feasibility study was
funded through the
Great Lakes Restoration
Initiative. This project
will provide important
habitat for Great Lakes
fish while expanding
recreational, educa-
tional and accessibility
opportunities for visi-
tors.

“It’s no coincidence
that Ford House has
once again exceeded

expectations,” said
Candice Miller, Macomb
County public works
commissioner. “This
project will be a model
for federal funding and
local partnerships
nationwide.”

In Ford Cove, felled
trees and other natural
materials have been
placed to give young fish
cover and shelter, creat-
ing a nursery habitat
along a stretch of shore-
line that had eroded
over decades. The resto-
ration also adds more
than 50,000 native
perennials and 500 trees
and shrubs, with tens of

thousands more peren-
nials and hundreds more
trees and shrubs to be
planted later this year.
About 99.9 percent of
Michigan’s Lake St.
Clair shoreline is hard-
ened with concrete and
rock, according to
NOAA, which strips
away the shallow, vege-
tated zones where fish
spawn and young fish
grow. Across the lake in
Canada, where natural
shoreline remains com-
mon, a binational survey
conducted with the
Michigan Department of
Natural Resources found
fish catch rates roughly

10 times higher. The dif-
ference is a measure of
what hardened shore-
line costs and what res-
toration can return.

On Bird Island, a new
boardwalk has been
designed to carry visi-
tors across restored wet-
lands and vernal pools.
In addition to the project
itself, Ford House staff
also created a new natu-
ral interactive zone
called Benson’s
Backyard, a nature-
based play area for chil-
dren and adults.
Improved accessibility

See RESTORE, page 11B

From left, Candice Miller, Macomb County public works commissioner, talks about the restoration project; Kevin Drotos, Ford House landscapes and natural
areas manager and project manager, talks about the shoreline restoration project; and Sen. Kevin Hertel talks about protecting Lake St. Clair and everything it

provides for this region, stating that it is a team effort.

Laura Smigielski

Licensed Professional
Counselor

Call
(313) 484-2725

In person or online

Scan the QR
Code above
to make an

appointment

25 years experience *Depression
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NATALIA FILIPOF, M.D.
LISA A. MANZ-DULAC, M.D.
D. MICHAEL PIERNICK II, M.D.

DANIELLE BOSSCHER, FNP-C
KENDALL RABAUT, FNP-C
LINDSEY RENKIEWICZ, PA-C

General Dermatology
Dermatologic Surgery
Sclerotherapy

Peels

Microneedling

PRP for hair loss
treatment for men &
women

GROSSE POINTE OFFICE
20030 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Woods, Ml 48236
(313) 884-3380 | Fax (313) 884-9756

HARTLAND OFFICE
11525 Highland Road, Suite 14
Hartland, Ml 48353
(313) 884-3380 Fax (313) 884-9756

Facials

Laser Treatments
Botox

Filler

Anti-aging, Acne,
Skin Brightening &
Sun Protection
Products

ANCHOR BAY OFFICE

32743 23 Mile Road, Suite 230

Chesterfield, Ml 48047

(313) 884-3380 | Fax (586) 716-1293

MILFORD OFFICE
120 S. Main Street, Suite D
Milford, Ml 48381

(313) 884-3380 Fax: (313) 884-9756

Call today 313-884-3380

www.ederm.com

CONCIERGE PRIMARY CARE

TRADITIONAL CARE

Wait weeks for rushed
appointments

Reactive prescriptions when
disease occurs

Standard reactive testing

MISSION METABOLIC HEALTH

Same day/next day appointments
with enough time for thorough care

Prevention of chronic disease and

metabolic optimization

Advanced testing options to formulate
a personalized long term health plan

MISSION METABOLIC HEALTH OFFERS:

® Longevity & Health
Optimization

® Executive Physicals

® In-House Training & Nutrition

LIMITED CONCIERGE
MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

. 586-200-4265

= info@missionmetabolichealth.com

@ www.missionmetabolichealth.com

® Weight Loss Programs

*Women’s & Men’s
Hormone Replacement Therapy

® Onero™ QOsteoporosis Program

929120

EASTSIDE
DERMATOLOGY

Thank you for the past
30 Years!

Dr. Lisa Manz-Dulac opened Eastside Dermatology on
July 1, 1996. She has composed a team that not only strives
for excellent patient care but gives back to the community
as well. Eastside Dermatology has been involved in many
Grosse Pointe and Anchor Bay community functions,
including Grosse Pointe Chamber of Commerce Dogs and
Spheres events, Fun Runs, Racing for Kids, and presenting
skin care education to schools, groups and clubs. Eastside
Dermatology is thankful for the community support over
the past 30 years, and it has been an honor and a pleasure
to be the practice that so many of you have chosen for your
skin care needs. Eastside Dermatology looks forward to
continuing to provide excellent care to you and your family
for many more years to come.

Natalia Filipof, M.D.
Lisa A. Manz-Dulac, M.D.  Kendall Rabaut, FNP-C

Michael Piernick, M.D.

EASTSIDE DERMATOLOGY

20030 Mack Avenue ® Grosse Pointe Woods, Ml 48236 (313) 884-3380
32743 23 Mile Road, Suite 230 ¢ Chesterfield, MI 48047 (313) 884-3380
11525 Highland Road, Suite 14 ¢ Hartland, MI 48353 (313) 884-3380
120 S. Main Street, Suite D ® Milford, Ml 48381 (313) 884-3380

Danaelle Bosscher, FNP-C

Lindsey Renkiewicz, PA-C

Dr. Cassleman puts the
focus on ‘longevity care’

After more than a
decade practicing inter-
nal medicine, Dr. Sean
Cassleman is building a
different kind of practice
around a different kind
of question: It’s not,
“How do we treat dis-
ease?” but “How do we
make the next decades of
your life your best ones?”

“Longevity care is
where we make our
greatest impact,”
Cassleman said. “We
look ahead — 10, 20, 30
years — set real health
goals and then close the
gap between where a
patient’s trajectory is
today and where they
want to be.”

Mission Metabolic
Health conducts compre-
hensive strength and
mobility assessments,
VO2 max testing, in-
depth family history
review and advanced
laboratory work to iden-
tify risks before they
become diagnoses.
Proactive screening and
evidence-based preven-
tion are built into every
patient relationship, not
treated as afterthoughts.

Diet, exercise and
sleep form the founda-
tion, with high-yield sup-
plementation and
evidence-based medicine
layered on top. An in-
house gym and dedi-
cated fitness and
nutrition coaches mean
patients don’t leave with
a plan on paper — they
have hands-on support
to put it into action. The
practice also offers spe-
cialized programs in

Dr. Sean Cassleman

osteoporosis exercise,
weight loss and diabetes
reversal, combining
exercise and dietary
coaching to address the
root causes of metabolic
disease.

What makes this pos-
sible is the practice’s
small, selective patient
panel. Appointments are
long enough to matter.

“This is care that sim-
ply cannot be delivered
in a 10-minute visit,”
Cassleman said.

Mission Metabolic
Health operates on a
membership model, but
also works with patients’
insurers.

Rooted in the commu-
nity he serves, Dr.
Cassleman grew up in
the City of Grosse Pointe,

attended Grosse Pointe
Public Schools and
University of Detroit
Jesuit High School, and
now lives in Grosse
Pointe Park. He earned
his medical degree at
Michigan State
University College of
Osteopathic Medicine
and is board-certified in
internal medicine with
advanced training in
obesity medicine.

To learn more or
inquire about member-
ship or book a free initial
consult, visit mission
metabolichealth.com,
email info@missionmeta
bolichealth.com or call
(586) 498-3610.

Mission Metabolic
Health at 21444 Harper
Ave., St. Clair Shores.
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Achieve radiant skin this summer
with Ferrara Dermatology

While a whole host of
procedures are available
to clients at The Skin &
Laser Center at Ferrara
Dermatology, summer is
a great time to try
microneedling.

The versatile treatment
led by Dr. Richard
Ferrara and Dr. Katie
Caretti, board-certified
dermatologists, can
improve the appearance
of acne, surgical or trau-
matic scars, reduce the
appearance of fine lines
and wrinkles, improve
skin texture and decrease
pore appearance.

It also is not hindered,
as some laser procedures
are, by sun sensitivity or
risk of pigmentation
issues.

“Microneedling is one
of these procedures that
we can safely administer
in the summer months,”
Caretti said, adding it
works by creating very
controlled micro-injuries
in the skin, which trigger
the body’s wound heal-
ing response and stimu-
late new collagen.

The Skin & Laser
Center recently brought
on board SkinPen, which
is the first microneedling
device to be cleared by
the FDA.

“It has this proprietary feature called
active retraction technology,” Ferrara
explained, “so this is just the way the
needles are designed to retract after it
comes in contact with the skin. As a
result, this improves patient comfort,
reduces the risk of unnecessary
trauma, provides more consistent
treatment depths and supports more

active recovery.”

The team approaches all procedures
with the goal of consistently improving
outcomes and implementing new
approaches for the best possible

Dr. Richard Ferrara

Dr. Katie Caretti

well.”

results.

When it comes to
microneedling, the aes-
theticians can apply
Ariessence — a topical
treatment considered a
post-procedure enhance-
ment.

“It’s a platelet-derived
growth factor that’s been
formulated into a topical
form,” Caretti said, “and
platelet-derived growth
factor is actually part of
the body’s normal
growth factor that’s
involved in wound
repair.”

When applied to the
skin post-procedure,
Ariessence reduces post-
treatment redness,
improves recovery time
and promotes improved
collagen stimulation in
the skin. It also leads to
greater improvements in
fine lines, skin texture,
pore appearance and
overall radiance in skin.

“There are actually
randomized controlled
studies that showed that
this platelet-derived
growth factor, when
applied after micronee-
dling, improved the aes-
thetic outcomes and
patient satisfaction com-
pared to when you just
do the microneedling

alone,” Ferrara said. “So we’re really
excited to introduce this product as

Since 1960, Ferrara Dermatology
and The Skin & Laser Center have
offered comprehensive dermatologic
care that covers both medical and aes-
thetic needs.

The clinic is located at 20045 & 20043

Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Woods.

For more information, call the Skin &
Laser Center (313) 884-9100, Ferrara
Dermatology (313) 884-5100, or visit
ferraraderm.com.

YOUR SKIN’S SUMMER REFRESH STARTS HERE

FDA-cleared SkinPen stimulates your skin's natural
collagen production to visibly improve fine lines, acne
scars, uneven texture, and enlarged pores with minimal
downtime. Safe for all skin types.

SERIES OF

3 TREATMENTS
$1,000

UPGRADE YOUR RESULTS: ADD PDGF FOR $750
Support your skin's natural healing,
reduce downtime, and improve texture
and resilience over time.

CALL 313-884-9100 TO BOOK YOUR CONSULTATION.

20043 MACK AVE., GROSSE POINTE WOODS

FOLLOW US! ® @SKINANDLASERCENTERGP

071626
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Corewell Health Beaumont Grosse Pointe Hospital staff celebrate the clinic’s

grand opening.

~

The new Grosse Pointe
Heart and Vascular
Clinic at Corewell Health
Beaumont Grosse Pointe
Hospital opened June
22, ushering in a new era
of cardiac care for the
surrounding community.

Located within the
medical office building
adjacent to the hospital,
the clinic is staffed by
Corewell Health inter-
ventional and noninva-
sive cardiologists and
provides convenient out-
patient services without
requiring patients to visit
the hospital itself.

“I think it sends a
really positive message
to the community that
Corewell Health is
deeply invested in the
future of cardiovascular
care in Grosse Pointe,”
said Jenna Brinks, vice
president of heart and
vascular services for
Corewell Health East.
“This strategic initiative

Heart and vascular ¢!
launched at Corewell Health
Beaumont Grosse Pointe Hospital

included a complete
clinic renovation to
ensure the long-term
viability of cardiology
services in Grosse
Pointe. Our goal is to
continue growing and
expanding so patients
can access the cardiac
care they need, right
here in their commu-
nity.”

The comprehensive
cardiology clinic offers a
full spectrum of outpa-
tient cardiac services,
including general cardi-
ology office visits; nonin-
vasive cardiac testing
such as echocardio-
grams; preventive cardi-
ology services for
hypertension, lipid man-
agement and weight
management; treatment
for rhythm disorders
such as atrial fibrillation
and atrial flutter; and
diagnostic evaluations
for chest pain and coro-
nary artery disease.

1nic

“It’s the convenience
factor and the trust fac-
tor,” said Dr. Basil
Dudar, interventional
cardiologist and chief of
cardiology at Corewell
Health Beaumont Grosse
Pointe Hospital. “For the
Grosse Pointe commu-
nity, it’s a trusted, local
destination where resi-
dents can receive com-
prehensive cardiac care
in one place. Testing can
be completed either in
the same building or at
the hospital next door,
eliminating the need to
travel to Royal Oak, Troy
or other larger facili-
ties.”

The Grosse Pointe
Heart and Vascular
Clinic is located in the
Corewell Health Care
Center at 16815 E.
Jefferson Ave., Suite
110.

To schedule an
appointment, call (313)
640-7220.

e
Looking for a Physician?

The primary care physicians listed below are currently
accepting new patients and have availability within 7 days.
* These clinics are adding new providers

Corewell Health
Primary Care -
17000 Kercheval Ave
17000 Kercheval Ave.
Suite 205, Grosse Pointe,
MI 48230
313.640.2424
Olga Caruso, DO
Michael Dionne, MD

*Corewell Health
Internal Medicine -
18325 E 10 Mile Rd
18325 East 10 Mile Rd.
Suite 300, Roseville, M|
48066
586.447.4000
John Geddes, MD
Oneil Doha, MD
Jeremy Santamaria, MD
[Internal Medicine - Adult
Care Only]

Corewell Health
Primary Care -
21400 E 11 Mile Rd.
21400 East 11 Mile Rd.
Saint Clair Shores, M|
48081
947.519.8100
Abbey McKee-Boyes, DO
James Blumline, MD

Corewell Health
Primary Care -
15200 Kercheval Ave
15200 Kercheval Ave.
Grosse Pointe Park, Ml
48230
947.519.6700
Michael Francis, DO
Lindsay Smith, MD
Kellie Wendzinski, DO

* Corewell Health
Family Medicine -
22646 9 Mile Rd
22646 East 9 Mile Rd.
Saint Clair Shores, Ml
48080
586.498.4800
Sarah Koslakiewicz, MD
Monica Szmyd, MD

*Corewell Health
Family Medicine -
30695 Little Mack
30695 Little Mack Ave.
Suite 200, Roseville, M|
48066
586.294.9600
Andreise Laurian Nazzaria
Rosa de Souza, MD

Together we can®...
Build stronger, healthier communities.
Make an impact in the lives of people we serve.
Improve health. Instill humanity. Inspire hope.

Corewell
Health

corewellhealth.org

071626
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Laethem dealership
hosting blood drive

By Ted O’Neil
Associate Editor

THE GROSSE
POINTES — Vehicles
need oil the way bodies
need blood, so it’s fitting
Ray Laethem Buick GMC
on Mack is hosting a
blood drive from 8 a.m. to
2 p.m. Sunday, July 19.

It is being held to
honor Gretchen Carron,
a family friend who is
battling leukemia.

“Her husband, Mike,
has been my best friend
since the first day of kin-
dergarten at Star of the
Sea,” said Jeff Laethem,
president and CEO.
“He’s always been such a
help to our family.”

Laethem’s son,
Charlie, and Carron’s
daughter, Lauren, have
been planning the drive
for the last several
months.

“We’ve been talking to
various groups and doing
a lot of social media,”
Charlie Laethem said.
“We’ll move cars out of
the way the day of so
there will be plenty of
parking.”

Those wanting to
donate can register at
laethemgm.com/blood-
drive-ray-laethem-buick-
gmc.

Lauren Carron, a
Grosse Pointe South
High School graduate
and current Michigan
State University student,
said her mother has
received two rounds of
chemotherapy thus far
and a stem cell trans-
plant.

“It’s the most aggres-
sive kind of chemo there
is,” she noted. “It
decreases a person’s
platelets and hemoglo-
bins, so getting blood is
important.”

She added it’s not just
cancer patients who
need blood.

“People in serious acci-
dents, undergoing sur-
gery or fighting a chronic
blood disease all need
transfusions,” Lauren
Carron said.

Dr. Tammon Nash, a
Pointer who oversees
blood transfusions at the
Karmanos Cancer
Institute, said there is a
constant need for blood.

“It has a shelf life (42
days), so there’s a con-
tinuous need to appro-
priately treat patients,”
she said.

Nash added people
donating blood for the
first time need not be
nervous.

“I’d suggest they edu-
cate themselves ahead of
time, but it’s a pretty
stress-free process,” she
said. “Just keep in mind
that the goal is to help
people.”

The American Red
Cross suggests donors
stay well hydrated in the
days leading up to their
appointment and eat
iron-rich foods such as
red meat, fish and spin-
ach.

“You don’t realize how
important donating
blood is until a loved one
is dealing with some-
thing like this,” Lauren
Carron said. “It’s safe,
simple and can save
lives.”

Emergency shortage

The American Red Cross is declaring an emergency blood short-
age as the blood supply fell nearly 25 percent in June. Blood do-
nors are urgently needed now to help ensure patients receive
lifesaving medical care without delay. The shortage is especially
serious for types O positive and B negative blood.

A steep decline in blood donations since the end of May has
created a growing gap between supply and patient need.
Currently, Red Cross distributions to hospitals are nearly 3,500
units higher per week than expected at a time when hospitals
often see higher demand for blood products during the height

of trauma season.

On top of that, busy schedules and the seasonal loss of school
blood drives are driving the decline, which could put patient

care atrisk if not reversed.

The most important way to help end the blood shortage is to
book an appointment to give blood by using the Blood Donor
App, visiting RedCrossBlood.org or calling (800) 733-2767.

As a thank-you, all who give blood between now and Friday, July
31, will receive a Fandango movie ticket by email (up to $15 tick-
et price and fees). Additional details can be found at

RedCrossBlood.org/July.

Grosse
Pointe
News

Caring begins
with sharing
what’s happening
in your hometown.

Awareness is the
starting point for
nurturing a great
community.

There’s no better source
for Grosse Pointe news

and information than the
Grosse Pointe News

Follow the stories that inspire, involve and inform!
Know your neighbors and neighborhoods even more.

grossepointenews.com/subscribe

(313) 882-6900
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Is there a tree older
than the United States
orowing in your yard?

By the Grosse Pointe
Tree Collaborative

As America celebrates
its 250th birthday in
2026, the Grosse Pointe
Tree Collaborative is
searching for some of
the community’s oldest
living residents — not
people, but trees.

Could a tree in your
yard be older than the
United States?

Recently, while docu-
menting notable trees in
the Grosse Pointes,
members of the Tree
Collaborative measured
an extraordinary
Eastern cottonwood in
Grosse Pointe Park. Its
trunk measures an
astonishing 24 feet, 2
inches in circumference
at breast height. Based
on its size, species and
growth characteristics,
the tree is estimated to
be at least 200 years old
and will be evaluated by
a Michigan expert this
summer.

That means this mag-
nificent tree may already
have been a young sap-
ling before many of
Grosse Pointe’s historic
estates were established.
It has likely witnessed
horse-drawn carriages,
the Civil War, the rise of
the automobile and the
transformation of farm-
land into the beautiful
neighborhoods we know
today. It reminds us that
some of our largest trees

are living links to our
community’s history —
and there may be even
older specimens hidden
throughout the Pointes.

We’re looking for
heritage trees

The Grosse Pointe Tree
Collaborative is launch-
ing a community search
to identify and celebrate
trees that are 200 years
old or older as part of
America’s semiquincen-
tennial celebration. Oaks,
beeches, hickories, syca-
mores, cottonwoods and
other long-lived species
may qualify.

Even if your tree isn’t
quite 250 years old, we’d
still love to learn about
exceptional specimens
that help tell the story of
our community. Submit
your notable trees, young
and old, to gplearns.uls.
org/trees

How to estimate
your tree’s age

You don’t have to be an
arborist to make a good
estimate.

1. Measure the circum-
ference of your tree at 4Y2
feet above the ground
(called Diameter at
Breast Height, or DBH).

2. Use an online tree
age calculator to estimate
its age based on species
and trunk size.

3. Submit your tree to
the Grosse Pointe Tree
Collaborative for consid-
eration.

To estimate your tree’s
age, visit goodcalcula-
tors.com/tree-age-
calculator/

Remember, these cal-
culations provide an esti-
mate. A tree’s actual age
varies depending on spe-
cies, growing conditions
and site history, but they
are an excellent way to
identify trees worthy of
further study.

Help us celebrate

our living history

Our oldest trees are
more than beautiful land-
scape features. They cool
our neighborhoods, clean
our air, provide wildlife
habitat, capture carbon
and connect us with gen-
erations that came before
us.

Do you know a tree
that could be older than
America?

We invite residents
throughout the Grosse
Pointes to measure their
trees, estimate their ages
and share their discover-
ies with the Grosse
Pointe Tree
Collaborative. Together,
we can identify and cel-
ebrate the living land-
marks that have quietly
watched over our com-
munity for generations.

Who knows? The old-
est resident in the Pointes
may not live in a house at
all; it may have roots
stretching back to the
earliest days of our
nation’s history.
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Homegrown kxcellence

Dr. Maria Thanasas returns home to
care for the community that raised her

There is something special about
receiving care from someone who
truly understands your community,
not just as a healthcare provider, but
as a neighbor who grew up on the very
same streets.

For Dr. Maria Thanasas of PGS
Dentistry, practicing dentistry near
Grosse Pointe and the surrounding
communities isn’t simply where her
career began; it’s where her story
began.

Born and raised in Grosse Pointe,
Dr. Thanasas is a proud graduate of
University Liggett School. She went on
to earn her Bachelor of Science in
Biology, Health & Society from the
University of Michigan before com-
pleting her Doctor of Dental Surgery
degree at the University of Michigan
School of Dentistry. After years of rig-
orous education and clinical training,
she made the decision to return home,
bringing her knowledge, compassion
and dedication back to the community
that shaped her.

“Coming home to practice dentistry
in the community where I grew up is
something I don’t take for granted,”
said Dr. Thanasas. “It’s incredibly
rewarding to care for the people and
families who helped shape who I am.”

That hometown connection is one of
the defining characteristics of PGS
Dentistry. Patients aren’t simply
names on a schedule; they’re neigh-
bors, former teachers, family friends
and generations of local families who
have entrusted the practice with their
smiles.

“One of my favorite parts of practic-
ing locally is seeing familiar faces,
whether it’s in the office or around
town,” she said. “It reminds me that
I’'m caring for my neighbors, and that’s
a responsibility I truly value.”

At PGS Dentistry, that sense of com-
munity extends beyond providing
exceptional dental care. The practice
strives to create an environment where
patients feel welcomed, heard and

treated like family. By combining
advanced dental technology with per-
sonalized care, Dr. Thanasas and the
PGS team are committed to helping
patients of every age achieve healthy,
confident smiles.

For Dr. Thanasas, service has always
been an important part of life. She
remains actively involved in the local
community, including as a member of
Assumption Greek Orthodox Church.
Outside the office, she enjoys spending
time with family and friends, traveling,
staying active and embracing new
experiences, interests that reflect the
same warmth and enthusiasm she
brings to her patients every day.

Her joining PGS Dentistry also rep-
resents the continuation of a family leg-
acy centered on caring for others.

“I feel incredibly fortunate to con-
tinue a family tradition of caring for
others while giving back to the commu-
nity that gave me so much,” she said.

Today, with convenient locations in
Harrison Township and St. Clair
Shores, PGS Dentistry continues to
serve families throughout the Grosse
Pointe area and neighboring commu-
nities with a commitment to excel-
lence, integrity and compassionate
care.

For Dr. Thanasas, dentistry is about
much more than treating teeth. It’s
about building lifelong relationships,
earning trust one patient at a time and
giving back to the place she has always
called home.

As communities continue to grow
and change, there is comfort in know-
ing that some things remain constant:
caring for your neighbors, investing in
relationships and providing healthcare
with heart. For Dr. Maria Thanasas
and the team at PGS Dentistry, those
values are not just part of the practice,
they are the foundation on which it
was built.

To book an appointment with Dr.
Maria Thanasas, visit PGSdentistry.
com.

Dr. Maria Thanasas
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RESTORE:

Continued from page 7B

was a goal of the project
and guests now will see
a universally accessible
path running atop a new
engineered berm run-
ning from the visitor
center to the main resi-
dence.

“A project like this
doesn’t happen in a day

and we still have much
work to do over the next
year,” said Kevin Drotos,
landscapes and natural
areas manager at Ford
House. “Today, we’re
celebrating more than
those involved. We’'re
celebrating the begin-
ning of a healthier
shoreline, cleaner water
and new opportunities
for wildlife to thrive here
on Lake St. Clair.”

Above, Sen. Kevin Hertel,
left, and Ford House
President and CEO Mark
Heppner hold the State of
Michigan Special Tribute giv-
en to Ford House for the
shoreline restoration project.
Left, in his introductory ad-
dress, Heppner talks about
how the project is about re-
storing balance between na-
ture and community. Right,
self-proclaimed animal lover
Macomb County Executive
Mark Hackel stopped on his
way into the event to pet
Moss, Ford House’s goose-
chasing “director of wildlife
management.”

PHOTOS BY RENEE LANDUYT
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Belle Isle Art Fair returns Aug. 1-2

The award-winning
Belle Isle Art Fair returns
to Belle Isle from 10 a.m.
to 7 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 1,
and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 2, bringing
together artists, immer-
sive art installations,
emerging talent, food
trucks, family activities
and hands-on creative

experiences.
Set near the Belle Isle
Casino and Scott

Memorial Fountain, the
fair is nationally known
for attracting high-quality
artists from across the
region and beyond.
Organizers noted the
experience is about more
than shopping for art. It is
about bringing people
together in a setting
where creativity, nature
and community meet.

“The setting is one of
the things that makes this
fair so special,” Show pro-
ducer Mark Loeb said.
“Visitors can enjoy the
work of incredible artists
while surrounded by the
beauty of Belle Isle, the
fountain and the casino. It
creates an experience that
feels relaxed, inspiring
and very Detroit.”

This year’s fair will fea-
ture 140 juried artists,
offering a variety of work
including painting, pho-
tography, jewelry, ceram-
ics, glass, fiber, sculpture,
mixed media and more.
Guests will have the
opportunity to meet the
artists, learn about their
creative process and pur-
chase original work

Stained glass by St. Clair Shores artist Sue Majewski will be available.

directly from the makers.

The event also will
include the Heritage Tent,
which highlights some of
the area’s beloved artists
who, because of age or
health, may be less able to
produce and staff a full
booth on their own.

“This is where we high-
light some of the area’s
best artists in a more
relaxed way,” Loeb said.
“It is important to us that
these artists remain part
of the fair and that visitors
continue to experience

EGLE presents The Grand Dome by Adrienne

Outlaw.

and appreciate their
work.”

At the same time, the
Belle Isle Art Fair contin-
ues to invest in the next
generation of artists. This
year’s event will feature
approximately a dozen
emerging artists, includ-
ing teens and young
adults working with Mint
Artists Guild, along with
seven area artists who are
new to participating in art
fairs.

“I'love to purchase work
before the artists become
too popular,” Loeb said. “I
still kick myself for miss-
ing out on artists like Judy
Bowman and others who
were first introduced at
the Belle Isle Art Fair and
have gone on to be nation-
ally recognized.”

In addition to the artist
booths, the fair will fea-
ture several large-scale
and interactive art instal-
lations designed to invite
exploration, participation
and conversation.

Returning this year is
artist San Hages with an
inflatable sculpture mea-
suring more than 40 feet
around and 20 feet tall.
The sculpture moves with
the wind as a tribute to the

GlazeMyMud by Lina Beydoun will be part of the fair.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Scott Fountain and cre-
ates a striking visual cen-
terpiece for the fair.
Continuing the circular
theme, Boredom Fighters
will bring the Instrument
Garden, housed inside a
30-foot fabric dome.
Inside, guests will be
invited to lay down beats
and help create music that
later will be played on

WDET’s Essential Music.

Another featured instal-
lation, The Grand Dome,
is a geodesic dome cre-
ated from more than
100,000 discarded bottle
caps. Designed by artist
Adrienne Outlaw, the
installation repurposes
everyday waste into an
eye-catching public art
experience. The installa-

OUTDOOR SUMMER CONCERT SERIES

MICHIGAN
PHILHARMONIC

LET’S GO TO THE MOVIES

FRIDAY, AUGUST 14, 2026
7 P.M. | TERRACE AT THE MAIN RESIDENCE

Michigan Philharmonic performs film scores from

tion, which was popular at
last year’s ArtPrize, is
sponsored by
Environment, Great
Lakes and Energy,
Michigan’s state recycling
program.

EGLE and the Belle Isle
Art Fair also have invited
more than a dozen art and
conservation groups to
lead hands-on projects for
children, families and
adults throughout the
weekend. The activities
are designed to connect
creativity with environ-
mental awareness and
give guests a chance to
make, learn and engage.

“Art fairs are not just
about looking at art,”
Loeb said. “They are
about participating, ask-
ing questions, discovering
something new and see-
ing creativity in action.
This year’s installations
and hands-on projects
give people of all ages a
reason to explore.”

The fair also will feature
a variety of food trucks
and specialty treats.
Guests also are welcome
to bring a picnic and enjoy
the park setting.

Admission to the art fair
is free. A State Park
Recreation Passport or
daily park pass is required
to enter Belle Isle. Guests
without a recreation pass-
port may purchase one
upon entry.

Hollywood classics to modern blockbusters, featuring

soprano Audrey Kline. Bring a chair or a blanket. Seated

and lawn tickets available, concessions on site.

Scan to buy your tickets today!

FORDHOUSE.ORG

SUZANNE STERR CLEM

New & Used Cars & Trucks

ROY O’BRIEN

LIFETIME

586-776-7600
Direct: 586-601-1401

SCLEM@ROYOBRIEN.COM

GROSSE POINTE RESIDENT

CONVENIENT INDOOR PICK UP
NEW AND USED
HOME OR BUSINESS DELIVERY
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GROSS

- POINT

POINTING YOU IN
THE RIGHT
DIRECTION WITH
REAL-LIFE ADVICE!

A little common courtesy goes a long way

Dear Gabby: My hus-
band and I agreed to let
the college-aged son of
family friends stay with
us for what was supposed
to be a six-week intern-
ship. We were happy to
help because we know
how expensive tempo-
rary housing can be.

The problem is that our
guest has settled in a little
too comfortably. He eats
every meal at our house,
helps himself to snacks,
drinks and leftovers, and
has never once offered to
buy groceries, take us to
dinner or even unload the
dishwasher.

He’s a nice young man,
but after five weeks I'm
starting to cringe every
time I see the cereal box
empty or the refrigerator

door open.

His parents are well-
off and I suspect they
assume we’re delighted
to host him. I'm afraid if
I say something, I'll look
petty. If I don’t, I'll resent
both him and his par-
ents.

What’s the gracious
way to handle this? —
Fed Up In The Farms

Dear Fed Up In The
Farms: Hospitality is a
gift, not an all-inclusive
resort package.

Your frustration
doesn’t really sound like
it’s about the cereal. It’s
about the absence of
acknowledgment. Most
people can overlook a
growing grocery bill
when they feel appreci-

ated. It’s much harder
when generosity is
assumed or taken advan-
tage of.

Before you blame the
young man entirely,
remember that some
parents never teach their
children the unwritten
rules of being a guest.
They don’t learn that a
guest should occasion-
ally pick up a pizza,
replace the milk, offer to
help with chores or, at
the very least, express
sincere gratitude.

The next time you’re
planning meals, try:
“We’re making tacos
tonight. Would you mind
picking up the ingredi-
ents on your way home?”

His response will tell
you everything you

need to know.

And if he seems sur-
prised, consider it an
educational opportunity.
After all, internships are
supposed to teach young

people how the real
world works, right?

One more lesson won’t
hurt.

— Gabby

We love problem-solv-
ing and giving advice!
Please send us your
questions & problems to
advice@grossepointenews.
com.

The tlight not taken

DEAR ANNIE: My
mom and I have always
been close. I'm 35 now,
but we talk almost every
day, even though she’s in
Virginia, where I grew
up, and I moved to
Washington state after
college. We make an
effort to see each other as
much as possible, but of
course, it’s never enough.

Recently, a work trip
brought her to San
Francisco, but I didn’t
find out until she was
already boarding the
plane. San Francisco is a

lot closer to me than
Virginia is. I couldn’t
help but think that if the
situation were reversed,
I would have found a
way to tack on a few
days and see her. She
didn’t, though. She didn’t
even give me advance
notice she was coming,
which kind of feels inten-
tional. My feelings are
hurt. — Overlooked

DEAR OVERLOOKED:
A short trip doesn’t leave
much room for spontane-
ity — extra flights, hotel

nights and days off work
add up fast. None of that
says she loves you less.
Your hurt just tells you
that you want more of
her time than phone calls
allow. Instead of stewing
about this one trip, tell
her directly. Maybe you
can plan a visit for some-
time in the fall. That’s a
better use of your disap-
pointment than replay-
ing what she didn’t do.

DEAR ANNIE: My
boyfriend loves going
out — bars on Fridays, a

nice dinner on Saturdays
and at least one weekend
trip every month or two.
We’ve always split the
bill right down the mid-
dle, no matter what we
order or where we go.
The trouble is, he makes
quite a bit more than I
do, and he’s just a bigger
spender by nature.

I'm trying to build up
my savings, and lately
I've started cringing at
my credit card statement
each month. At the same
time, I love going out
together. It’s such a fun

Dear Annie

by Annie Lane

part of our relationship,
and I don’t want to lose
that over money. —
Priced Out of Fun

DEAR PRICED OUT:
Set a monthly number
for going out that actu-
ally fits your budget and
tell him what it is. He
may offer to cover more
once he sees the gap
between your monthly

“fun” budgets. If he
doesn’t, you two can get
just as close cooking din-
ner together or hosting
friends at home as you
can at a restaurant, for a
fraction of the price.

Send your questions
for Annie Lane to dear
annie@creators.com.
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Mama Rosa’s since 1959 and still going strong

There is no shortage of
pizza or Italian in our
area. I'm very picky about
this category and in my
opinion, the older the
place, the better!

Let’s cut into a slice of
restaurant history with
one of the longest-oper-
ating restaurants in
Grosse Pointe: Mama
Rosa’s Pizzeria.

In 1959, the original
Mama Rosa’s was estab-
lished on Mack and Grey,
in Detroit. It was named
after Rosina, the original
owner’s mother. In 1962,
an 18-year-old Italian man
named Tony Milana began
working there as a deliv-
ery driver. By 1966, hard
work and dedication paid
off and Tony became the
owner. In 1971, Tony relo-
cated Mama Rosa’s
Pizzeria to its current
location at 15134 Mack,
Grosse Pointe Park.

Over the years, Mama
Rosa’s has been blessed
with dedicated employees,
including its main man in
the Kkitchen, Gerrit
Oostlander, who has been
with them more than three

decades. Gerrit plays a
vital role in creating the
quality and flavor that
have made Mama Rosa’s a
favorite for generations.

Let’s not forget the won-
derful Amy Carlson, who
was a freshman at Grosse
Pointe South when she
started working there.
Thirty-six years later,
Mama Rosa’s is like her
second home. She’s the
face of the dining room
and the voice you hear
during every carryout
order called in.

“I can honestly say
they’ve been happy years,”
she said. “Customers are
no longer customers;
they’re friends and many
are like family.”

She shared with me
some fun stories and deli-
cious details about this
legendary location.

“Pizzeria” may be in the
name, but the menu boasts
everything from salads,
subs and pasta dishes,
such as spaghetti and
meatballs and lasagna
made with Tony’s own
special meat sauce. There
also are popular Italian

Mama Rosa’s.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Parmesan entrées like
veal, chicken, eggplant,
barbecue chicken, ribs
and, obviously, pizzas.

Mama Rosa’s sources all
of its products from local
vendors they have been
using for decades. While
you can never go wrong
starting with an antipasto,
Tony would make himself
a specific salad that he
would only serve at his
special Monday night din-
ners (keep reading). It was
such a hit he had to add it
to the menu. It’s a simple
combination of mixed
greens, tomatoes, cucum-
bers, red onions, feta or
mozzarella cheese and
pepperoncini with house
Italian dressing.

Amy and I discussed the
menu and she shared the
favorites.

“The pasta is out of this
world,” she said. “Tony’s
own special meat sauce is
loaded with chunks of
sausage and ground beef.
When you add cheese, it’s
absolutely delicious.”

She noted that Mama'‘s
cheese bread is heavenly
and dipping it into Tony’s
sauce is a must.

Next up is chicken:
whole, cut in half, barbe-
cued or roasted. All of the
sauces for various dishes
are made in-house, includ-

Mama’s ribs, Tony’s ribs
and barbecue chicken.

ing two varieties of barbe-
cue sauces, mouthwatering
spaghetti sauce and salad
dressings. They got the
good ranch, too, FYI.

Then there are the ribs:
full slab or half, with two
different styles of baby
back ribs prepared differ-
ently. Mama’s are pre-
broiled then finished on
the grill, making them
extra tender. The sauce is
baked on, giving it a rich,
flavorful glaze. Tony’s ribs
are seasoned with a dry
rub, have a chewy texture
and are cooked fresh on
the grill, with Tony’s sig-
nature sauce served on the
side. Tony definitely was a
sauce guy with his meat
sauce and barbecue sauce,
but his secret pizza sauce,
I'm told, is “the crown
jewel of them all.”

It’s pie time. Mama
Rosa’s pizza is one I was
raised on. Two different
sides of my family were
friends with Tony.
Anytime relatives were
coming from across town,
we’d gather “at Tony’s.” In
my 20s, we’d run across
the street from the Post
East Bar to grab whatever
boxes of pizza they were
willing to make before
closing. We’d even send a
friend over to do the dirty

Spaghetti and meatballs,
The Big Mama round and
Mama’s Meaty square.

Food Gossip

by Nina Taormina

work and beg.

Mama Rosa’s pizza
dough is made fresh daily.
Hand tossed with count-
less toppings to choose
from, it is the foundation
of every great pizza
they’ve served. Amy said
pepperoni is still at the
top and two other favor-
ites are Mama’s Meaty —
pepperoni, ham, bacon,
Italian sausage and ham-
burger — and The Big
Mama, which has pepper-
oni, ham, bacon, Italian
sausage, hamburger,
mushroom, onion, green
pepper and black olives.
They’re both offered
round or square (Detroit-
style) from small to large.
Gluten-free crust currently
is not an option, but Amy
said “never say never.”

The in-house delivery
zone extends from Old 8
Mile in the Woods, to
Connor in Detroit, from
the freeway to the water-
front. UberEats is offered
for those who don’t fall
within the delivery
thumbprint.

Mama’s is popular for
catering as well, from piz-
zas to pastas and every-
thing in between. Don’t
forget to order some
amazing cinnamon bread-
sticks for dessert, too!

Tony Milana was a hum-
ble man, generous to local
Little League teams
throughout the years and
fully invested in the com-
munity that gave him so
much. Since his passing in

December 2007, his two
sons, Anthony and Sam,
have carried on the Mama
Rosa’s tradition perfectly.
This isn’t just a restaurant;
this is a place that makes
everyone feel like they’re
home. Unfortunately,
COVID took away the joys
of dining in, which is lim-
ited now to personal fam-
ily gatherings and special
occasions.

It’s fascinating how
every person who walks
in to pick up their carry-
out shares a story with
Amy when she greets
them at the door. It shows
how dedicated the com-
munity is to this family-
owned establishment.
The phone rings off the
hook with carryout orders
4 to 10 p.m. Monday
through Saturday and 4 to
9 p.m. Sundays.

Fun Fact: Monday
nights were always spe-
cial. Large groups of
Tony’s friends would
gather to break bread.
“Standing room only,” he
called it. Tony would serve
up non-menu dishes like
steaks, chops and his
homemade specialties.
But the star of the night
was his signature ribs.
Other guests would notice
them and inquire, which is
how they landed on the
menu, just like his salad.

“Never forget, Mama
loves you and Mama
makes it best.”

Stay tuned. Stay hungry.
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I notice every single
piece of lint on my clothes
— especially on sweaters —
and immediately feel like
the whole outfit is ruined.
When I wear black leg-
gings, knit sweaters or any-
thing slightly worn in, I
always feel like I need
everything to look brand
new to be put together.

I did not think a fabric
shaver would actually

make a difference.
seemed like one of those
random Amazon gadgets
that ends up in the junk
drawer. However, I finally
got myself one after my
FAVORITE sweater of all
time started pilling.

I was honestly shocked at
how easy it was. You just
glide it over the fabric and
it brings your clothes back
to life. Pieces I was consid-

WeTried It!

by Anna Lizer

ering donating suddenly
looked new again. It was
weirdly satisfying and ther-
apeutic, too, like refreshing
my whole wardrobe.

The only catch is you
have to be super careful
with delicate fabrics; how-
ever, once you get the hang
of it, it is genuinely so easy
and a game-changer for
looking sleek.

It also is small enough to

slide in your purse for a
night out, in case any
friends need an outfit re-
touched in a pinch. If you're
the designated “mom”
friend who has a bottom-
less purse, this definitely
should be your next add.
Iwould rate this gadget a
4.8 out of 5. It makes your
closet look expensive again
with minimal effort. Find it
here: tinyurl.com/3fcbvmx3

We LOVE testing out new
things! Tell us about your
favorite item or something
you want us to try for you!
Drop us a line at media@
grossepointenews.com.

4.8 Out Of 5

Fresh Farms Market

EAT WELL, FEEL WELL, LIVE WELL

355 Fisher Road, Grosse Pointe * freshfarmsmarket.com

Summer roasted chicken and tomatoes

Courtesy of Mombeau’s Table

Most Saturdays, I go
to the farmers market
and aimlessly walk by
each stall hoping to get
inspiration for a new
recipe. Sometimes, I get
nothing. But sometimes
there is a fruit or vegeta-
ble that jumps out at me
and screams to be
bought. This past
Saturday, I got nothing.
Nothing until the very
last stall we walked by.
The vendor had endless
tomatoes. He had every
shape and color that his
table would fit. So I
bought a bunch of grape
tomatoes with no plan.

Farm fresh tomatoes
are best raw and juicy,
cut thick with flaky salt
sprinkled over the top.
But this past weekend I
felt like being creative.
Simple but creative.
Since I also picked up a
round of sourdough
bread, an idea began to
brew. I decided to roast a
chicken with croutons
made from the sour-
dough loaf with lots of
roasted tomatoes and
herbs. For a salty Kkick, I
added feta.

This recipe uses a
whole chicken that I but-
terflied to reduce the
cook time. It turned out
better than I was expect-
ing. The chicken was
juicy and tender and
gave off plenty of juice
for the bread to soak in.
I cooked this in two
phases. For the first 45
minutes, I only roasted
the chicken, garlic and
tomatoes. Then I added
bread cubes and feta
cheese, tossed them
around in the fat and
juice and continued
roasting until the toma-
toes burst and caramel-
ized and the top of the
bread was crispy and
browned. If I were to add
the bread in the begin-

ning, it might burn. The
tomatoes, herbs and gar-
lic almost become a
jammy sauce that is to
die for.

Fresh Farms Market
will happily butterfly a
whole chicken for you.
But if this seems over-
whelming, you could
swap out for bone-in,
skin-on chicken thighs
and drumsticks. It would
be less cooking time and
you could add the bread
and feta in at the begin-
ning. But you won’t yield
the delicious juice and
fat from a whole chicken.
And this combo is what
makes the croutons so
delicious.

Use whichever herbs
you have on hand. I used
thyme, basil and some
sage because that’s
what’s growing in the
garden. Try using laven-
der or tarragon to per-
fume the meat as well.

The markets are
beginning to yield the
summer’s best produce
so don’t miss out.
Roasted chicken can be
fabulous in the winter
but it’s also pretty darn
good in the summer too.

Cheers, Mombeau
Roasted Chicken with
Tomatoes and

Croutons

1 whole chicken,
butterflied

2 1bs cherry tomatoes
4 cups sourdough
bread, cut into 2 inch

cubes

2 garlic heads, cut in
half

Y cup fresh herbs

4 oz crumbled feta

4 tbsp olive oil
kosher salt and

pepper

Preheat your oven to
375 degrees. Season
both sides of the chicken
liberally with salt and
pepper. Lay the chicken
skin side up onto a bak-
ing sheet. Arrange the
whole tomatoes around
the chicken along with
the halved garlic heads.
Pour a couple table-
spoons of olive oil over
the top and use your
clean hands to coat
everything in the oil.
Season the tomatoes
with some salt and pep-
per as well. Tuck the
fresh herbs into the
tomatoes and lay some
over the top of the
chicken. Place in the
oven and cook for 45
minutes.

Shake the pan to
loosen the tomatoes
after about 20 minutes.
After 45 minutes, take
the sheet out of the
oven and lay down the
bread cubes all around.
Toss them in any
chicken and tomato
juices that have accu-
mulated. Drizzle over a
bit more olive oil, if
need be to moisten the
bread. Sprinkle the feta
over the bread and
tomatoes. Place back in
the oven for another 30
to 40 minutes or until
the internal tempera-
ture of the chicken is
165 degrees. Take the
sheet pan out of the
oven and let it rest. The
edges of the bread
should be browned and
crisp.

Carve the chicken
either on a board or
directly on the baking
sheet. Let the bread soak
up any chicken juices
from the carving. Make
sure to squeeze out the
roasted garlic cloves.
Serve and enjoy.

Note: If you want to

by D

Ask questions

Restaurant pricing of
wine has become ridicu-
lous. Historically, restau-
rants saw the wine list as a
profit center. Most owners
knew they could charge
prices based on outra-
geous markups, confident
that most consumers, out
for a good time, would pay
the price, but when a bot-
tle of wine costs the res-
taurant $20 and patrons
are expected to pay $65 for
it, something is amiss. The

least patrons can do is to
validate that the wine they
ordered is what they
wanted.

Here are some tips:

Check the vintage: With
wine sales at their lowest
level since the late 2000s,
older wines are backing
up in warehouses. I have
noticed that some restau-
rants have taken the vin-
tage date off their lists,
hoping patrons will not

ask to validate the year.

When a bottle is
brought to the table,
make certain the vintage
is what you ordered. In
most cases, white wines
are best from 2023 and
younger. Older vintages,
especially for rosé wines,
should be rejected. No
one can be sure whether
the wine was properly
stored. Inexpensive red
wines are generally OK
back to about 2021.

When ordering wine by
the glass, ask to see the
bottle. This may irritate
some servers, but I have
been intentionally misled
often enough that I need
to know if the glass I have
been told about is what I
end up getting.

COPYRIGHT 2025
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use bone-in,

PHOTO BY KAREN FERGUSON

skin-on at the start of cooking. oil. Cook for 45 min-

thighs, add the bread Make sure the bread is utes or until the chicken
and feta to the chicken moistened with olive is cooked though.

Grosse Pointe Theatre’s

MAINSTAGE 2026-27 SEASON

AT THE SCHAAP CENTER

SEASON SUBSCRIPTIONS
& SINGLE TICKETS

Les Misérables

September18 -
October 11, 2026

-

White Christmas™ =
The Musical

The Book
Club Play

December 4-20, 2026

February 18-28, 2027

The Curious
Incident
of the Dog in the Night-time

April 15-25, 2027

Mary Poppins
The Broadway Musical

June 4-20, 2027

Order season tickets now at gpt.org/subscribe
or call 313-881-4004

Buy single Mainstage show

tickets at gpt.org

070926
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. An d W e ,V e gOt all the Winners Pictured at top: George Ellis II, above left, with

By Donna Zetterlund
Special Writer

The numbers are in for the 2026 Grosse Pointe News Fishing
Classic, and from a record roster of entries we've got the winners
for the final week of fishing - along with the announcement of
our overall Grand Champions!

Leading the board for the week was Gus Stuckey, catching
an incredible 33" muskie, earning him the top prize for the B/C
age Divisions as well as the muskie category. For the 12-and-
under A/C Divisions, Christian Phillips walked away with the
honors for overall longest fish for his age group —and the top
walleye for catching an impressive 20” fish.

Remaining Division A prizes went to Paul Ament for his
19.5” walleye and George Ellis II for his 18.2” largemouth bass.
Onshore B Division saw Henry Hosey take the muskie award
for a 30-incher, while Dean Werner won for bass with a 21” fish.

Alex Stahl took the bass category for boating Division C, with
a 19” largemouth, while George Ellis I doubled up his wins
by taking C’s pike category with a 16” fish. Andrew Phillips
cleaned up three categories in Division D, taking the prize for
a20.5” bass, a 20” walleye and a 19” pike.

The Grand Champions were the two anglers who caught the
overall longest fish over all species categories throughout the
entire competition. It was decided to bestow two top awards this
season, one for each age group. The 2026 grand prize winners
are Skip Moody, 19, of Grosse Pointe Farms, for his 34.5” pike
and Christian Phillips, 12, of Grosse Pointe Woods, for his 32”
pike. Resounding congratulations to these two fine fishermen!
Each will win a $200 prize, courtesy of premier sponsor Charles
Schwab Grosse Pointe, a $100 Fishbones gift card, plus a brand
new rod and reel combo courtesy of Lakeside Fishing.

We want to thank all of our sponsors, including those
whose exciting donations made the weekly drawings possible:
Fairway Packing Co.’s The Steak Shop, Whistle Stop Hobby
& Toy, The Lobster Pot, Chocolate Bar Cafe, Wally’s Frozen
Custard and JJ’s Custard Company. Thanks to Mr. Muskie for
the complimentary tape measures.

This winners for the final prize drawing are:

* Neena Leverenz - $100 gift card for Fishbones

* Brooks Lowry - $25 gift certificate for Lakeside Fishing
* Henry Hosey - $25 gift certificate for Lakeside Fishing

« Jonathan Trombley - $25 gift certificate for Whistle Stop
* Alex Stahl - $25 gift certificate for Fairway Packing Co.

* Dean Werner - $25 gift certificate for Fairway Packing Co.
* Joe Miller - $25 gift certificate for The Lobster Pot

SPONSORS:
Charles Schwab GP
Fishbones
Lakeside Fishing
Fairway Packing
Wilson Marine

Mr. Muskie Charters

The Lobster Pot

Whistle Stop Hobby & Toy
Chocolate Bar Cafe

JJ's Custard Co.

Wally's Frozen Custard

his winning 18” largemouth bass, Alex Stahl,
with his winning 19” largemouth bass, above
* Mary Wilton - $25 gift certificate for The Lobster Pot center, and Paul Ament, above right, with his

* Louis Ellis - $10 gift certificate for Chocolate Bar Cafe 19.5” winning walleye.
+ JJ. Leverenz- $10 gift certificate for Chocolate Bar Cafe

* Flynn Zeldes - $10 gift certificate for Wally’s Frozen Custard

* Teddy Whittingham - $10 gift certificate for Wally’s Frozen Custard

* Graham Denny - $10 gift certificate for JJ’s Custard

* Ava Leverenz - $10 gift certificate for JJ’s Custard Company

Congratulations to everyone who won and participated.
We hope to see you all next year for more fun!

The market landscape
has peaks and valleys.
Don’t face them alone.

Luke Ament, 10, above, with his 14” smallmouth
bass caught at Shores Park.

Grosse Pointe Branch

20879 Mack Ave
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236 charles
313-743-0433

schwab.com/GrossePointe

SCHWAB

Lakeside Fishing Shop
Investing involves risk. including loss of orincioal 25110 Jefferson Ave./10 Mile Rd.
nves |ng Involves risk, inctu |ng 0SS Ot principal. St. Clair Shores ° (586) 777-7003

©2026 Charles Schwab & Co., Inc. Allrights reserved. Member SIPC. . -
CC10310046 (1124-WZ67) ADP124427B-00 (12/24) SCH15506 (03/26) Daily fishing repont, call: (586) 777-7008

F REE g Track every

Official trophy catch with

Eishing Contest:
SlapeiMieasuie

Compliments of Mr. Muskie Charters,
proud sponsor of the 2026

e 586-T71-8817
586-206-4172

mrmuskiecharters.com
Book Your Next Fishing Adventure with Mr. Muskie Charters!

confidence’—sfrom
bass to muskie!

. *Pick up your complimentary tape measure at the Grosse Pointe News office 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., Monday through Friday. .
il While supplies last. Limit one tape measure per person. IE

Serving the
with the freshest seafood
for over 70 years!

313-882-7400

Pot thelobsterpotdetroit.com
Monday - By appointment - Please call
Tuesday - Friday 10 am - 5:00 pm - Saturday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Sunday - CLOSED
16901 Harper Ave. Detroit, Ml 48224 3




GROSSE POINTE NEWS, JULY 16, 2026 9C

9

2026

*
*

DIVISION A

ON SHORE - AGE 12 AND UNDER

PAUL AMENT

GEORGEELLIS Il

JONATHAN TROMBLEY

ALEX STAHL

PAUL AMENT

PARKER HURD

AVA LEVERENZ

J.J. LEVERENZ

FLYNN ZELDES

PAUL AMENT

LUKE AMENT

PARKER HURD

MACKENZIE HURD

10 PARKER HURD

10 BROOKS LOWRY

11 TEDDY WHITTINGHAM

12 MACKENZIE HURD

13 MACKENZIE HURD

13 BROOKS LOWRY

14 GRAHAM DENNY

N 60 oo o A WDN

Flynn Zeldes 16” largemouth bass, above, was caught at
the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club.

19.5" WALLEYE

18.2" LM BASS

18" LM BASS

17.5" LM BASS

16" LM BASS

16" LM BASS

16" SM BASS

16" SM BASS

16" LM BASS

15" SM BASS

14" SM BASS

13.75" LM BASS

13.25" SM BASS

13"LM BASS

13"LM BASS

12.5" SM BASS

12" LM BASS

11" LM BASS

11" LM BASS

10" SM BASS

DIVISION B

ON SHORE - AGE 13 AND UP

HENRY HOSEY
DEAN WERNER
HENRY HOSEY
JOE MILLER

JOE MILLER
JOHN LEVERENZ
JOE MILLER
NEENA LEVERENZ

30" MUSKIE
21" SM BASS
20" SM BASS
19.5" SM BASS
19" SM BASS
19" SM BASS
16" LM BASS
10" SM BASS

*
*

*
*

1
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10
1
12
13

-t
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AGE

CATEGORY

DIVISION C

BY BOAT - AGE 12 AND UNDER

CHRISTIAN PHILLIPS

ALEX STAHL
LOGAN BOGARD
CHRISTIAN PHILLIPS
GEORGEELLIS Il
PAUL AMENT
GEORGEELLIS Il
GEORGE ELLIS Il
LOGAN BOGARD
PAUL AMENT
PAUL AMENT
MACKENZIE HURD
LOUIS ELLIS

20" WALLEVE Yo Y

19" LM BASS
18" SM BASS
18" SM BASS
17.5" LM BASS

17.25" LM BASS

16.5" LM BASS
16" PIKE

16" SM BASS
16" LM BASS
16" LM BASS
13.5" SM BASS
11.5" WALLEYE

DIVISION D

BY BOAT - AGE 13 AND UP

GUS STUCKEY

GUS STUCKEY
ANDREW PHILLIPS
ANDREW PHILLIPS
ALLAN MORTON
ANDREW PHILLIPS
MARY WILTON

CONGRATS T0 ALL
THE WINNERS AND
ENTRANTS

*

*

33" MUSKIE **

30" MUSKIE
20.5" SM BASS
20" WALLEYE
20" SM BASS
19" PIKE

17" SM BASS

*
*

*

MANY THANKS TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS:

Lakeside
Fishing

GROSSE POINTE

Grosse Pointe News

COURTESY PHOTOS

Joe Miller’s 19.5” smallmouth bass, above,

was caught at Windmill Pointe.

WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS

Gus Stuckey, 14, of Grosse Pointe Park, was top
winner for his age group for catching the beautiful
33” muskie, above. It was caught on Lake St. Clair.
He also caught a 30” muskie. Well done, Gus!

Christian Phillips, 12, of Grosse Pointe Woods, won
the overall longest fish this week for 12-and-under
with this 20” walleye, above. He also takes top walleye.

Andrew Phillips, 16, of Grosse Pointe Woods, was a
triple winner this week, scoring top honors in three
of the four fish categories in Division D. He won with
the 20” walleye, above, as well as a 20.5” smallmouth
bass and a 19” pike. Great job!

Dean Werner, 18, of Grosse Pointe, above, displays the
21” smallmouth bass that won him the bass category
for Division B. The hefty fish was reeled in at City Park.

Henry Hosey, 13, above, is the muskie winner for
Division B. He caught the 30” fish on the pier in
Grosse Pointe Farms.
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The official 2026 Grand Champions!

PHOTO BY RENEE LANDUYT

WINNERS’ CIRCLE

Jackie Piper Fylack, VP at Charles Schwab Grosse Pointe, above
left, congratulates the winners of the 2026 Grosse Pointe News
Fishing Classic overall longest fish awards at the Charles Schwab
offices at 20879 Mack Ave. Christian Phillips, 12, above center,
won the 12-and-under age division grand prize for a massive 32”
pike, while Skip Moody, 19, above right, was the grand champ of
the 13-and-up age division for his whopping 34.5” pike. Each grand
prize winner received a brand new rod and reel from Lakeside
Fishing. Many thanks to our premier sponsor and all our great
sponsors and best wishes to our deserving winners.

JJ. Leverenz, 7, above, got this
16” smallmouth bass at Crescent
Sail Yacht Club. J.J. is from Grosse
Pointe Park.

Allan Morton, above, is pictured Mary Wilton, above, of Grosse Pointe
above with one of the many fish he Farms, holds a 17” smallmouth, just
has caught, this one a 20” smallmouth a sample of her fishing prowess
bass he reeled in out on Lake St. Clair. throughout the competition.

John Leverenz, of Grosse Pointe Park, reeled in the
19” smallmouth bass, above.

Ava Leverenz, 9, caught the nice 16” smallmouth bass,
above, at Crescent Sail Yacht Club.

The overall winner for 13+ was this
amazing 34.5” pike, above, caught by
Skip Moody, 19, of Grosse Pointe Farms.
Skip sure has the magic touch. A very
impressive win!

Christian Phillips, 12, above of Grosse
Pointe Woods, with his champion 32” pike.
It was caught on Lake St. Clair. Christian
was a tenacious angler this season, and it
paid off!

Louis Ellis, 5, above, of Grosse Pointe Park,
caught an 11.5” walleye offshore on Lake St.
Clair. With its dark green stripes, that is one
pretty fish!

COURTESY PHOTOS

Teddy Whittingham, 8, caught this 12.5”
smallmouth bass at Pier Park. Teddy is
from Grosse Pointe Farms.
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CATCHING SUMMER MEMORIES

Kyle Hecht, above, Branch Owner and Senior Financial Consultant at
Charles Schwab Grosse Pointe, is the premier sponsor of the Fishing
Classic. Here he casts a line with his daughter, Piper, 3, left, and son,
Hunter, 6, right. Thank you to Charles Schwab Grosse Pointe for making

the event possible.

Roger Burden, 5, above, caught his very first fish this
past Father’s Day at the Farms pier. That’s pretty
special! Roger is the grandson of Bill and Katherine
Wood, of Grosse Pointe Farms, and was visiting from
Winnetka, IL.

Neena Leverenz, above left, fished with family and
caught a nice 10” smallmouth bass at Crescent Sail
Yacht Club. Brooks Lowry, above right, reeled in his 11”
smallmouth bass, at Windmill Pointe.

The cutest little angler is Graham Denny, 3, above, of Grosse Pointe.
He caught his 10” smallmouth bass at the Crescent Sail Yacht Club.
Looks like this budding young fisherman is fascinated with fish.
Maybe he’ll become a pro fisherman or marine biologist someday!

Whatever he chooses, we hope he always enjoys the fun of fishing.

Asher Zeldes, 9, caught this amazing 21.5”
walleye at the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club on
week three of the competition. Asher also won
in week two with a 26.25” pike.

Carter Zeldes, 13, above was a past winner with
this 24” pike reeled in at the Grosse Pointe
Yacht Club. He also caught a 17.5” pike the
same week. Wow!

Mackenzie Hurd, 5, above left, displays her
“girl power” during the Classic. Brother
Parker Hurd, 7, above right, caught multiple
fish including this 13.75” largemouth bass.

Logan Bogard, 7, above, of Grosse Pointe,
got his 16” smallmouth bass off Lake St.
Clair. He also caught an 18” smallmouth
this week. Good fishing, Logan.

COURTESY PHOTOS

Jonathan Trombley 6, above, got his cool
18” largemouth bass at Shores Park.
Jonathan is from Grosse Pointe Shores.
Good catch, Jonathan!
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| LIFE & LEISURE

PHOTOS COURTESY OF HEADLINE PICTURES, BBC FILMS AND DCM PRODUCTIONS.

Behind the scenes with Dustin Hoffman in the 2012 movie “Quartet,” written by
Ronald Harwood and directed by Dustin Hoffman.

MOVIE REVIEW
“Quartet”
2012 - Rated PG-13
1 hr 38 min
1. 8. 0.0 §X¢

I saw this charming
film a few years after it
was released and thor-
oughly enjoyed it. I need
to thank a reader of this
column who recently
recommended I review
it. I gave it another view-
ing to refresh my mem-
ory, and I wasn’t
disappointed. Not only
does it feature an all-star
cast that includes the
magnificent Dame
Maggie Smith, it also
stars Michael Gambon
(“Gosford Park” “The
King’s Speech”), Billy
Connolly (“Brave” “Mrs.
Brown”), Tom Courtenay

(“45 Years” “The
Loneliness of the Long
Distance Runner”), and
Pauline Collins (“Shirley
Valentine”). If you’re not
familiar with these
actors, you’ll definitely
recognize their faces,
especially if you're a fan
of British TV shows and
movies. There’s also a
first-rate supporting cast
of older professional
musicians.

Especially noteworthy
is the fact that it was
Dustin Hoffman’s direc-
torial debut, which he
undertook when he was
75 years old. It’s interest-
ing that an actor of his
stature, having starred in
So many iconic films over
the years, never directed
before. But what a debut
it was. I did a little

home located some-
where in the beautiful
English countryside.
However, this isn’t your
run-of-the-mill old folks
home. It’s an opulent
country manor house,
filled not just with gor-
geous antiques, but
retired opera stars and
professional musicians
as well. What an interest-

Cissy (Collins) and Wilfred (Billy Connolly).

research and was sur-
prised to discover it was
the only film Mr.
Hoffman ever directed.
He did such a fine job
with “Quartet,” who
knows what other mas-
terpieces he could have
produced!

The film is based on
the play by Ronald
Harwood, who also
wrote the screenplay.
The setting is Beecham
House, a retirement

Movie poster for “Quartet.”

ing bunch of characters
we have. There’s Wilfred
(Connolly), a randy tenor
who chases just about
anything in a skirt. The
sweet but half-witted
Cissy (Collins), who is
slowly losing her mar-
bles. Gentle and thought-
ful Reggie (Courtney),
who has an air of sad-
ness about him. And
there’s the flamboyant
showoff Cedric (“It’s pro-
nounced See-drick”),
played masterfully by
Michael Gambon.

Every year, the resi-
dents of Beecham House
put on a benefit concert
to honor the great com-
poser Giuseppe Verdi on
his birthday. This year
it’s especially important
since the facility is run-
ning out of funds. So it’s
perfect timing when
Jean Horton arrives at
the House. She once
made up the fourth
singer in a legendary
performance of Verdi’s
masterpiece “Rigoletto.”
After she makes her
grand entrance, she’s
quick to point out to
everyone that she never
received less than 12
curtain calls, back in her
prime. The real question
is, will the egotistical

by Mark Domin

“Life is too short to watch mediocre movies”

prima donna consent to
perform with the rest of
her contemporaries at
the gala concert?

As the action unfolds,
the camera surrepti-
tiously roams around the
house and allows us to
listen in on various
groups and soloists
rehearsing. It’s great fun
to witness these real life
musicians practicing.
During the end credits,
we discover not only who
they are in real life, but
what role or group they
were famous for. And the
list is quite lengthy. One
of the rare times the cred-
its are definitely worth
sticking around for.

Perhaps the most piv-
otal scene in the film is
when Jean and Reggie
go out for a walk away
from Beecham House.
Here we find out that the
couple was once mar-
ried. It turns out, due to
an indiscretion on Jean’s
part, the marriage lasted
just a few hours. Not
only was Reggie crushed
by this incident, he’s
been pining for Jean ever
since. Naturally, you pull
for them to get back
together. And it defi-
nitely won’t come as a
shock that things do
work out for everyone in
the end.

It’s amusing to witness
Cedric taking the reins
as the director of the
upcoming show. With
his flowing robes and
bejeweled fingers, he’s
about as pompous and
majestic as they come. It
looks like Michael
Gambon had a blast
playing this role.

I thoroughly enjoyed
this heartfelt and charm-
ing film. It’s nice to see
older actors get a chance
to shine. Not only were
all the principals in rare
form, Dame Maggie
Smith turned in one of
her finest performances.
She was her usual witty
self, always ready to
deliver a zinger to her
cohorts. She’s been in so

many great films over
the years including “A
Room with a View” and

“Gosford Park” and I
especially liked seeing
her more recently in
“Downton Abbey.” I was
saddened to hear of her
passing in 2024. The
world of film lost a great
one and she’ll definitely
be missed.

I should mention that
the soundtrack to the
film is chiefly operatic
arias and classical music.
But you don’t have to be
a classical music buff to
appreciate it. If you're in
the mood for a delightful,
feel-good movie, I think
you’ll love this one.

Currently streaming
for free on Kanopy (with
your library card), Tubi,
and YouTube. Also on
Prime and to rent on
Apple TV and other
streaming services.

My rating system:

* A real stinker. A
movie that is so bad,
you’re embarrassed to
admit you’ve seen it,
but you have to rate it
nonetheless.

%% So-so. Not a total
waste of time, but you
would have been better
off reading a good book.

% %% Pretty good. In
fact, if there weren’t any
other movies in your
queue, you might watch
it again.

*%%* One you’d
recommend to friends.

*%k*k*kx* So good
you’d actually buy it!

If you have any movie
suggestions, feel free to
email me at: domin-

Cissy (Collins) brings Jean (Smith) flowers .”

Reggie (Tom Courtenay) and Jean (Maggie Smith) out

on awalk.

The quartet takes the stage.
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Weekly Challenge

Contract Bridge

UNIV

ERSAL

Sudoku Puzzle

Complete the grid so every
row, column and 3 x 3 box
contains every digit from 1

to 9 inclusively.

Previous
puzzle solution

© 2026 by Andrews McMeel Syndication

Pointe Word Search

7/9 Solution

Find the words on the left in the puzzle below and
spell out the hidden sentence with the unused letters.
CALENDAR ADOOWYULULOH
CEMENT PCRADNELAC
FILM A ODEMSTARE
%ﬁYWOOD PYEAWE |l VOM
MOVIE A RRMDHDWI E
POEM P N NESERTN
PRINT E H NKI A INT
SPELL LGSSTWPEEC
STAR LHTHEATERB
THEATER
WISHES ESTFILMPIC

SOLUTION TO A PREDICAMENT

South dealer.
North-South vulnerable.
NORTH
AAKQ
vQ4
¢KJ95
Q963
WEST
4108543

EAST
4972
¥J1093
43
SKJ1082

SOUTH

)6

YAKS8752

¢+AQ104

dA
The bidding:
South  West
|84 Pass
Pass

North  East
3INT  Pass
04 Pass

Opening lead — eight of diamonds.

To be a good bridge player, simply
relying on past experience in similar
situations will not be good enough
to carry you through in many cases.
You must also be able to adapt to sit-
uations where things don’t go exactly
the way you would like them to go.

For example, take this case where
South got to an excellent grand slam
and went down one, losing 100 points
when he should instead have made sev-
en diamonds and scored 2,140 points.

[t didn’t take South long to go astray.
He won the trump lead with the ten
and continued with the ace, on which
East discarded a club.

At this point, declarer realized that
the only real threat to the contract was
the possibility that the hearts might
not be divided 3-2. So at trick three he
led a heart to the queen and then led a
heart back to the ace. Unfortunately,
West ruffed, and the grand slam went
down the drain.

Declarer would have done better
had he taken more effective steps to
guard against unfavorable divisions
in both diamonds and hearts. All he
had to do was to cash the ace of clubs
at trick two, then lead a low trump to
dummy’s nine.

Upon discovering the 4-1 trump
division, declarer ruffs a club, leads a
spade to the queen and ruffs another
club with his last trump. Now a spade
to the king, followed by the K-J of
trump, puts an end to the matter.

By playing this way, South scores all
13 tricks regardless of how the hearts
are divided. He finishes with his four
natural trump tricks, two club ruffs
in his hand, the A-K-Q of spades, the
A-K-Q of hearts and the ace of clubs.
It seems ridiculously easy when the
winning line of play is pointed out.
The hard part is to think of it!

©2026 King Features Syndicate Inc.

Universal Crossword

Moon Alert: Caution!
Avoid shopping (except
for food and gas) and
important decisions all
day until 8:30 p.m. EDT
(5:30 p.m. PDT). After
that, the Moon moves
from LEO into VIRGO.

Happy Birthday for
Thursday, July 16, 2026:
You are idealistic, emo-
tional and intuitive. This
is a year of service for
you, perhaps service to
family. Take care of your-
self so you can be a
resource to those who
turn to you for guidance,
comfort and courage.

ARIES

(March 21-April 19)

It’s a playful day! Enjoy
socializing with others,
especially romantic out-
ings, sports and fun
activities with children.
At a deeper level, you
feel you’re seeing the
world through new eyes,
which, in fact, you are.
Tonight: Get better orga-
nized.

TAURUS
(April 20-May 20)

Home, family and your
private life are your pri-
orities today. Restrict
spending to food and gas
because of the Moon
Alert. Be grateful for
opportunities to improve
family relations; this is
possible for you this
year. Bonus! Tonight:
Socialize!

@ GEMINI

(May 21-June 20)

Be careful, because
most of this day is a
Moon Alert, which
means avoid important
decisions and restrict
spending to food and
gas. However, you're full
of ideas today! Be care-
ful. Tonight: Relax at
home.

Weekly Horoscopes

@ CANCER

(June 21-July 22)
Today’s emphasis is on
money, shopping, earn-
ings and cash flow.
However, most of this day
is a Moon alert, which
means restrict your
spending to food and gas.

Tonight: Discussions.

LEO

(July 23-Aug. 22)

Today the Moon Alert is
in your sign for most of the
day. This means it’s a mar-
velous day to socialize. It’s
also a wonderful day to
appreciate the arts, create
something. However, avoid
important decisions and
restrict spending money
Tonight: Check your money.

® o

(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

This is a popular time for
you, especially because
friends from the past are
back in your world again.
Enjoy schmoozing with
others. Today has an easy-
going, unpredictable qual-
ity to it. Don’t agree to
anything important.
Tonight: You win!

Q LIBRA

(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

This is a great day to
schmooze with others and
enjoy the company of
friends as well as groups.
However, avoid important
commitments. Don’t vol-
unteer for anything.
Tonight: Enjoy privacy.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

Today you’re high-viz,
which means people notice
you more than usual.
Meanwhile, there’s a Moon
Alert in effect for most of
this day. Agree to nothing
important. Don’t initiate
something new. Restrict
spending to food and gas.
Tonight: Be friendly.

O SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Be patient with partners
and close friends today,
because Mars is opposite
your sign. You're keen for
a bit of adventure. Enjoy
this day, but restrict spend-
ing to food and gas until
the Moon Alert is over.
Tonight: You're admired.

% CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Be cooperative with
others today. Take a nap
if you can, because you do
need more sleep right
now. Meanwhile, be
aware of the fact that
today the Moon Alert is
taking place in one of
your Money Houses.
Avoid financial decisions.
Tonight: Explore and
learn.

@ AQUARIUS

(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Today you have to go
more than halfway when
dealing with others,
which is not a big deal. It
simply means you have
to be cooperative and a
bit conciliatory.
Nevertheless, don’t vol-
unteer for anything and
don’t make important
decisions. Tonight:

Check your finances.

@ PISCES

(Feb. 19-March 20)

This is a playful time for
you and, indeed, this is a
lovely day to socialize. This
is a poor day for important
decisions related to your
job or your health. Be
aware of the Moon Alert.
Tonight: Cooperate.

BORN TODAY
Actor, writer, producer
Will Ferrell (1967), soc-
cer player, gold medalist
Carli Lloyd (1982), musi-
cian, composer Stewart
Copeland (1952).

Edited by David Steinberg July 16, 2026

ACROSS
1 World’s
top-selling
cookie
5 Used a

broom

10 Go by

14 Coal chunk

15 Indiana NBA 59

player 61

Woody’s

folk-singing

son

17 Parting
words in
“The Sound
of Music”
Authentic
Plants with
fronds
Gorilla, e.g.
(Did you
forget I'm
here?)
Cunning
Academic
field for
which you
may learn
Old English
Ginger ____ 71
“Jerry
Maguire” star
Zellweger
Chop finely

53 Guy seen
on the Food
Network
Palindromic
Korean word
for “dad”
Brew with
major hops
“Move on!”
What Taylor
Swift has
more of than
geological
time
Kathmandu
native
Ideal
vacation
spot ...ora
phonetic hint
to a word
hidden twice
in17-,27-or
43-/50-Across
Snapple
competitor
Divas have
big ones
____delos
Muertos
Risk getting
pulled over
72 Puts on
73 Unit of corn
DOWN
Prep, as 1 “Frozen”
a plane in snowman
winter Impolite
Ruby or Middle
emerald Eastern
Lowly worker bigwig
With Company
50-Across, behind
classic hit ChatGPT
“You ain’t Place to
seen nothin’ unwind

” Bundle of bills
Vaping
device
Social equal
Most loyal
It can have
seven layers

55

56

16

68
69
70

Trains to
Wrigley Field
Flowing
locks

See
43-Across

Transformers’
archenemy
Spain’s
peninsula
Coin with
44-Down
pictured on it
Bottom’s
opposite
Supported a
busker
Columnist’s
piece

Did nothing
Rustic hotels
Chewy
Easter treat
Church
recess
Emilia’s
husband in
“Othello”
Home to
seven
“-stans”
Burn on

the grill

Had a nibble
A beast of
burden

11 _ 51

(alien site?)
12 Really rock,
in slang
Shoe part
Showed
guests their
seats
HS reunion
attendee
Time for final
holiday prep,
say
25 “Geez!”
27 Sir’s
counterpart
Justice
Kagan
Sanders who
played for
the Falcons
Relay race
unit
31 “| gotta jet”
32 Words before
requesting
an Uber
Reason for a
food recall
Taste or touch
Musical
opener?

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

13
18

22
24

28
29

30

33

34
39
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7/9 Solution
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Dice Game by Drew Schmenner
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM

PHONE: (313) 882-6900 EXT. 4 WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM

( PHONE: 313-882-6900 EXT. 4 cﬂ FAX: 313-882-1585

COMPLETE INDEX |

General 117 Secretarial Services 206 Help Wanted Part Time 401 Appliances ANIMALS AUTOMOTIVE 610 Sports Cars 652 Boat Service/Care
Listinas 118 Tax Service 207 Help Wanted Sales 402 Arts & Crafts 500 Animals Adopt A Pet 600 Cars 611 Trucks 653 Boat Parts

d 119 Transportation/Travel 208 Help Wanted Nurses 403 Auctions 502 Horses For Sale 601 Chrysler 612 Vans 654 Boat Storage/Dockin
ANNOUNCEMENTS 120 Tutoring Education Aide/Caregiver 404 Bicycles 503 Household Pets For Sale 602 Ford 613 Wanted To Buy 655 Camper 9 9
097 Property for Sale 121 General Services 209 Help Wanted Professional 405 Computers 504 Humane Societies 603 General Motors 614 Auto Insurance 656 Ma i ps'ks
098 Greetings 122 Alterations/Tailoring 210 Help Wanted Restaurant 406 Estate Sales 505 Lost And Found 604 Antique/Classic 615 Auto Services 657 Mgtg:cl celeszs
099 Business Opportunities 123 Decorating Services 211 Help Wanted Management 407 Firewood 506 Pet Breeding 605 Foreign 616 Auto Storage 658 Motor |Y| m
100 Announcements 124 Beauty Services 212 Job Fair 408 Furniture 507 Pet Equipment 606 Sport Utility 659 Sooo (;Jb-le:
101 Prayers 125 Financial SITUATION WANTED 409 Garage/Yard/ 508 Pet Grooming 607 Junkers RECREATIONAL il
102 Lost & Found 126 Contributions 300 Situations Wanted Rummage Sale 509 Pet Boarding/Sitting 608 Parts/Tires/Alarms 650 Airplanes 661 Water Sports
SPECIAL SERVICES 127 Video Services Babysitter 410 Household Sales 510 Animal Services 609 Rentals/Leasing 651 Boats And Motors 662 Recreational Vehicles
103 Attorneys/Legal 128 Photography 301 Clerical 411 Clothes/Jewelry
104 Accounting 129 Personal Training 302 Convalescent Care 412 Miscellaneous Articles I T e e—_——_mm————
105 Art 130 Art Frame/Restore ; DEADLINES
106 Busi ces 131 Counselors/ Therapists 203 D&Y Care 413 Musical Instuments | peasecal forhodey deadine. | P dcCe an 0 raer

siness Services PISS 304 General 414 Office/Business Please call for holiday deadline

107 Catering HELP WANTED 305 House Cleaning Equipment dates and times, subject to change. I

108 Computer Service
109 Entertainment
110 Delivery Service
111 GP Miscellany

200 Help Wanted General

201 Help Wanted
Babysitter

202 Help Wanted Clerical/

306 House Sitting
307 Nurses Aides
308 Office Cleaning

415 Wanted To Buy
416 Sports Equipment
417 Tools

112 Health & Nutrition Office 309 Sales it N

113 Home Concierge Services 203 Help Wanted Dental/ 310 Assisted Living e Ru' 'In?C ateriais
114 Music Education Medical 312 Organizing Sﬁsa e/Consignment
115 Party Planners/Helpers 204 Help Wanted Domestic MERCHANDISE 421 B 0‘;3

116 Local Harvest 205 Help Wanted Legal 400 Antiques / Collectibles ROKS

Real Estate 710 Townhouses/Condos 809 Waterfront Lots

RENTALS

700 Apts/Flats/Duplex:
Grosse Pointe/Harper Woods

701 Apts/Flats/Duplex:
Detroit/Wayne County

702 Apts/Flats/Duplex: St.
Clair Shores/Macomb County

703 Apts/Flats/Duplex:
Wanted to Rent

704 Houses: Rent

705 Houses: Grosse
Pointe/Harper Woods

706 Houses: Detroit/
Wayne County

707 Houses: St. Clair Shores/
Macomb County

708 Apts/Flats/Duplex: Rent

709 Townhouses/
Condos to Rent

Wanted

711 Garages/Mini Storage
for Rent

712 Garages/Mini Storage
Wanted

713 Industrial/Warehouse
Rental

714 Living Quarters
to Share

715 Hunting Rentals

716 Offices/Commercial
for Rent

717 Offices/Commercial
Wanted

718 Property Management

722 Vacation Rental:
Out of State

723 Vacation Rental:
Michigan

724 Vacation Rental: Resort

725 Rentals/Leasing

726 Waterfront

727 Relocation Services

HOMES/LOTS FOR SALE
800 House for Sale

801 Commercial Buildings
802 Commercial Property
803 Condos/Apts/Flats
804 Country Homes

719 Rent with Option to Buy 805 Property for Sale

720 Rooms for Rent
721 Vacation Rental:
Florida

806 Florida Property
807 Investment Property
808 Waterfront Homes

810 Lake/River Resorts

811 Lots for Sale

812 Mortgages/Land
Contracts

813 Northern Michigan
Homes

814 Northern Michigan Lots

815 Out of State Homes &
Property

816 Real Estate Exchange

817 Real Estate Wanted

818 Sale or Lease

819 Cemetery Lots

820 Business For Sale

821 Open House

822 Vacation Properties

824 Mobile Homes

825 Farms

826 Auctions

Guide to

Services

900 Air Conditioning

901 Alarm Installation Repair
902 Siding

903 Appliance Repairs

904 Asphalt Paving Repair
906 Basement Remodeling
907 Basement Waterproofing
908 Bathtub Refinishing
911 Brick/Block Work

912 Building/Remodeling
913 Cargo/ Auto Transport
914 Carpentry

915 Carpet Cleaning

916 Carpet Maintenance
917 Carpet & Tile Removal
918 Cement Work

919 Chimney Cleaning

920 Chimney Repair

921 Closets

922 Computer Services

923 Construction Repair

924 Demolition

925 Decks/Patios

926 Doors

927 Debris/ Clutter
Removal

929 Drywall/Plastering

930 Electrical Services

933 Excavating

934 Fences

935 Fire/Flood Damage

936 Floor Sanding/
Refinishing

937 Floor Installation

938 Furniture Refinishing/
Upholstering

939 General Services

940 Glass-Residential/
Commercial

941 Home Concierge Services

942 Garages

943 Landscapers / Gardeners

944 Gutters

945 Handyman

946 Home Services

947 Heating/Cooling
Repair & Installation

948 Insulation

949 Janitorial Services

950 Engine/Motor Repair

951 Iron Work

952 Locksmith

953 Marble/Stone

954 Painting/Decorating

956 Pest Control

957 Plumbing & Installation

958 Pool Maintenance

959 Power Washing

960 Roofing Service

961 Security Enforcement
962 Sanitation Services
964 Sewer Cleaning Service
965 Shutters

966 Snow Removal

968 Shrink Wrapping

969 Swimming Pool Service
970 T.V./Radio/CB Radio
971 Tree Service

973 Tile Work

974 VCR/DVD Repair

975 Vacuum Sales/Service
976 Ventilation Service
977 Wall Washing

980 Window Installation
981 Window Washing

983 Welding

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY ADS: I MAIL OR FAX THIS FORM (OR PLACE AN ORDER ON OUR WEB SITE)
TUESDAYS: 1:00 P.M. Grosse Pointe News

?ULIEI;S:\::'IE'IO)O‘LVI\CII)RD ADS: I Mail: Classified Advertising, 16980 Kercheval Pl., Grosse Pointe, MI 48230
R IPhone: (313) 882-6900 Ext. 4 Fax: (313) 882-1585
PRICING I Web: grossepointenews.com

Prepayment is required. We accept I Email: classifieds@grossepointenews.com
credit cards, cash and check.

FREQUENCY DISCOUNTS
Given for multi-week scheduled
advertising with prepayment or
credit approval. Call for rates o for
more information. Phone lines can
he busy on Monday and Tuesday.
Please call early.

I YOUR ADVERTISEMENT
I CLASSIFICATION NAME:

$25 FOR 35 WORDS. ADDITIONAL WORDS, .30¢ EACH. CALL FOR COLOR!

\WORD ADS:

35 words for $25.00;

additional words are 30¢ each.
Abbreviations are not accepted.

BORDER ADS STARTING AT:
$26.00 per column inch

CLASSIFYING
AND CENSORSHIP

We reserve the right to classify
each ad under its appropriate

heading. The publisher reserves
the right to edit or reject ad copy |
submitted for publication.

37 38

NO. OF WEEKS: X' COST PER WEEK:

YOUR CONTACT AND BILLING INFORMATION

CORRECTIONS I NAME:

AND ADJUSTMENTS |

Responsibility for classified STREET ADDRESS:

advertising errors is limited to either I

a cancellation of the charge or a cry: STATE: ZIP:
re-run of the portion of the error. PHONE

Notification must be given in time for

the correction in the following issue. I AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

We assume no responsibility for the CARD NO: EXP. DATE:

same after th first insertion Prepayment is required. We accept credit cards, cash and check.

_—_—_—_—_—_—__A

100  ANNOUNCEMENTS 126 CONTRIBUTIONS 9203 HELP WANTED 302 SITUATION WANTED 409 GARAGE / YARD / 651  BOATS AND MOTORS W 825 FARMS
PREPARE for power SEEKING DENTAL / MEDICAL CONVALESCENT CARE RUMMAGE SALE EQUESTRIAN
TG Outages today with  COMPASSIONATE  GROSSE POINTE MOVING SALE! COUNTRY ESTATE
a Generac Home financial donor AUDIOLOGY Everything must go. 48 acres in St. Clair
AUDIEN HEARING o3 by Generator. to help in in Grosse Pointe Furniture, linens, Four bedroom

The world’s first
hearing aid with
touchscreen
controls.

No tiny buttons,
apps or
prescriptions.
45- day risk
free trial.
Free shipping.
Lifetime support.

Act now to receive

a FREE 5 Year
warranty with

qualifying purchase.
Call 1(855)773-8191
today to schedule a
free quote. It's not

just a generator.

It's a power move.

More than
1.5 million
hapggncxa’zﬁg]er& 121  GENERAL SERVICES
N METRO
1(866)466-0762 TESTING SERVICES
CONSUMER 32000 Harper Ave.
CELLULAR St. Clair Shores Ml
the same reliable, 48082
nationwide (586)200-5421

coverage as the
largest carriers.
No long- term
contract, no hidden
fees and activation
is free. All plans
feature unlimited
talk and text,
starting at just
$20/ month.
For more
information, call
1(866)306-6243

Fax (586)879-0581

We specialize in

court ordered drug
and alcohol testing.

Weekday Hours
8am- 8pm
Weekend Hours
8am- 2pm
Walk In's
always welcome
Website:

metrotesting
services.net

Grosse Pointe News
Classified Advertising

AD ortHE WEEK

Caregiver Services.
24 Hour Care.

We assist in cooking, cleaning,
bathing/grooming, errands,
doctor’s appointments, etc.
Accepting Medicaid Payments
as well as Private Pay.

1(866)54-ANGEL

J

restoring a small
1800's victorian
house.
(586)696-6274

COUNSELORS /
THERAPISTS

HELP YOUR TEEN
THRIVE!
STRIVE YOUTH
COACHING
-ADHD
-Academic
Guidance
-Executive
Functioning
-Confidence and
Leadership
-Mentoring and
Life Skills
Free Consultation
Metro Detroit,
Virtual/ In-person

131

Woods is seeking
a caring,
organized, and
dependable part
time receptionist
for our
longstanding
practice.

Job responsibilities
include greeting
patients upon
arrival, answering
phone calls,
scheduling
appointments,
managing patient
intake forms,
and collecting
payments.

To apply,
please email
your resume to
Dr. Ginette Lezotte

(313)399-7019  atdrlezotte@
striveyouthcoach.com audiology.com
210 HELP WANTED
RESTAURANT
HELP WANTED
ALy GENERAL
WANTED:
LANDSCAPERS /
GARDENERS IRISH COFFEE
Full or Part-Time BAR & GRILL
Must have own hiring
transportation to COOKS

and from job sites.

All work is in Grosse

Pointe. Good pay,
good work and
great attitude.

Cash every week.

Ron (313)377-1467

HELP WANTED
DENTAL / MEDICAL

GROSSE POINTE
Doctor’s office is
seeking a full- time
medical assistant/
nurse.

Must be friendly
and detail oriented.
Previous medical
office experience of
at least 1 year,
EMR knowledge
and computer
skills helpful.
Please email
resumes to
careers@
drshaunadiggs.com

203

Please apply in
person any day
after 5pm.
18666 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe
Farms

BABYSITTERS
ATTENTION:
by MICHIGAN LAW
DAY CARE
FACILITIES
(In-Home & Centers)
Must Show Their
Current License To
Advertising
Representative
When Placing Your
Ads. THANK YOU.
Parents- Please
Verify All Child Care
Licenses!

kitchenware,

CITA ANGELS washer and dryer,
HOME CARE household and
Caregiver services.

garage items.

24 hour care. We Be prepared to

assist in cooking,

cleaning, bathing/ ~ transport your
grooming, doctor's purchases.
CASH ONLY

appointments,

errands, etc. 1399 Edmundton

BOSTON WHALER,
2022 Vantage
24 ft. model;

Dual console, 300

hp, with all options.
Full canvas with
EZ2CY enclosure.
Like new

home, with private
driveway, inground
pool and large
wraparound
sunroom featuring
beautiful views
overlooking
multiple pastures.
Extensive

Accepting Grosse Pointe Michigan boat with equestrian facilities,
S hANGEL  Fricay, Ay 31 veryow hours ad by 83 with.
- ' $163,900. . ) &
Saturday, August 1 cal| (248)877-9843 indoor riding arena
Sunday, August 2 and indoor 50
205 SITUATION WANTED 10am- 5pm Smarlcl);rnt;jaEﬁT{as ,
HOUSE CLEANING _ S ——— le
MCULDIEIE Property For Rent  additional stalls.
Several paddocks
T GARAGES / MINI include automatic
STORAGE WANTED waterers and
loafing sheds.
YOU FINALLY SELLMEYOUR ~ GARAGEWANTED ¢ i time residence
Women th VINYL RECORDS resident seeking or weekend retreat.
tally lik We buy LP's, 45's nearby rental space This property
actougleér; € No collection for classic car checks every box.
Th h reliabl too large. storage 35 minutes from
orough, reiable, - we come to you! Must be dr Grosse Pointe,
frustwortny. RIPE RECORDS s e 2.5 miles to the
o : Call (313)469-7479 2 ime access St. Clair River,
(31e3)e5rg8_%egs9.o required 4 miles to the
) quaint upscale
Please call or text town of St. Clair
(248)797-4020 b y o
651  BOATS AND MOTORS 2 211”23 0.f|1|°.|-94.
.2 million
(810)650-1867 or
109 GARAGE / YARD / (810)941 -9488
RURNMAGESALE 800 REAL ESTATE
566 BALLANTYNE
ROAD BOSTON WHALER

Friday, July 17 (9-4)
& Saturday July 18
(9-12)
LOADED!
Camping, vintage,
Harley, electronics,
vinyl records,

8- track, cassette,
storage,
kid's, collectables,
kitchen, garage,
sporting goods
and more.
Priced to sell!

24 Outrage 1994
awesome condition,
custom rigging,
loaded with
features for family
cruise and sandbar
outings. 225 HP
Evenrude, 544
hours- over 30
years. Eagle trailer.
Free gated Marina
dry well, launch
site- to October.
Text (313)590-5485

Grosse Pointe News
Classifieds: 313-882-6900 x 4

HISTORIC
PINE RIVER
farmhouse
on 5 acres.

Federalist- inspired
charm, 4,296 sq. ft.,
4 large bedrooms,
attached garage
with endless
potential.
$449,900.
Schedule your
showing today!
Coldwell Banker
Professionals
67395 Main Street
Richmond 48062
(810)956-2736

Everything
From
AToZ

Can Be
Found

In The

Classifieds.

Grosse Pointe News

(313)882-6900 ext. 1




PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD TODAY!

PHONE: (313) 882-6900 EXT. 4

WEB: GROSSEPOINTENEWS.COM
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DIRECTORY OF SERVICES

Some classifications are not required by law to be licensed. Please check with the proper state agency to verify license.

907 BASEMENT 912 BUILDING / REMODELING @ 920  CHIMNEY REPAIR 939 GENERAL SERVICES 943 LANDSCAPERS /
WATERPROOFING TREE SERVICE/GARDENER

944 GUTTERS 945 HANDYMAN 954 PAINTING / DECORATING

NO more cleaning

ACCULEVEL Jose's out gutters.
Your foundation H Au E? Laggf‘zgglsng Guaranteed!
[)%rﬁalrrnaerr]\? MADISON rower W?-Sh patios. Lea;;l;l lgelgclf Elgcgked We're your Painting Services
waterproofing MAINTENANCE ~ GUTTER - WINDOW  °''CX Patlo Fepair, o joantee and "TO DO" Interior & Exterior
INCORPORATED specializing in installation e list handymen! Floors
Whether basement Residentia restoration of Insured Landscape mulch transferrable Let us help you with Drywall
d Commercial chimneys, porches,  Call Tom Micoli : any plumbing, Plaster
crawl space or - \MASTER BUILDERS - and sod. warranty. electrical Restoration
concrete slab, Licensed & Insured houses, brick walls, (313)656-9402 Shrub trimminﬁ. Call today carpentry and Wood Finishing
we'll guide you on Free Estimates tuck pointing, all Spring and Fa 1(866)495-1709 much more + Staining
theright pathtoa  (313)886-0520 masonry. Grosse Cléaar:j- up. to schedule a FREE RedBaron + much more!
healthy home. ~ Grosse Pointe Woods ~ Pointe resident. 043 LANDSCAPERS / Ma n?é cen o inspection andno  Enterprises.com RedBaron
Act now! F[ieceeﬁzgtrjng;%s. TREE SERVICE/GARDENER (313)207-327 6 obligation es’f)lmate. (313)408-1166 %‘W
Up to $600 off. e BRYS Plus get 75% off  FYTEEEETTTTITT (313)408-
it o rasge  LANESNOULLC
consultation. gmail.com swperggycgﬁlﬁlg $250 discount!
1(866)438-1859 c éﬁ‘(‘g}g?fég?;féé bush trimming. F&:answgiecciigrr:;eaggll;{/.
weeding. Ve Aquiethomeis a
N?:\m XEJEE&NG Free quotes. see representative 7 A% & home!
Established 1986. - for warranty and g, incellulose
gg7  DEBRIS/ CLUTIER Jimsr. Vg offer details. Insulation is
_ SPECIALIZING REMOVAL (586)804-2186 and the GREEN, costand [y PLUMBING
in Bathroom and surrounding areas. energ(\j/ efficient. & INSTALLATION
Kitchen Remodels Cleanups, e tRe _BaronLLC
Decades of GARDENER mulch- redos, ”Cgﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ?éte
911 BRICK/ BLOCKWORK experience and a serving the finest Iandsc(?_pmg, your home.
|fe830V OL_ Debris Removal Grosse Pointe hed\évee(tarim%ing H A 'f RedBaron lumbi
craftsmanship. *Clean Outs homes since 1979.  poec ol Helpe Enterprises.com Ig_um ing
Committed to oHauIéng Affordable next Call or Text: (313)408-1166 In;?aglrllaqc%sn
tﬂe!clv?rlndg trr?SlfcltSt Un.\?ljzilrr]]g% Stlé(resms day personalized Johnny Harrison INCORPORATED Ropair
. Available service. (313)550-3585  SEAMLESS GUTTERS Hot Water Tanks
sth Generation tile __RedBaron e oad I T Auminum snaking
Enterprises.com ke Shore Road Gutter Covers H If RedBaron
& stone setter (313)408-1166 and condo Insured Enterprises.com
(586) 217-7795 experience. Free Estimates (313)408-1166
Nauticaltile.com Expert trimming, (313)886-0520 INCORPORATED 960  ROOFING SERVICES
914 CARPENTRY deeegmg' Gutter rosse Pointe Woods Residential
ed eaging, commercial RR CODDENS
MADISON DUMPSTERS Cultivating, shrub Reg'g‘é%g}ﬁnt INSULATION Family since 1924
& flower planting, : ~ EXPERTS Re-Roofs ~ Tear Offs
MA'NTENANCE AVAILABLE rose pruning’ G[fttge(réc:[]j(a:pds 945 LD Licensed & Insured Flat Roofs
specializing in ornamental shrub - Free Estimates Chimney Repair
restoration of +Clean Outs &t ich  Gutter Cleaning (313)886-0520
chimneys, porches Wood Rot *Basement/ r%?ugar:%rr:u ¢ Free Estlmates Grosse Pointe Woods | (313)886-5565
. ' i iali - RedBaron
houses, brick walls, Repair Specialists Esarag_e Clean Out Thatsortof thing,  Enteremceom e | (313)550-6602
Garage Debris Removal Enterprises.com
tuck pointing, all - . _ - LicensedeBuildereInsured
e Straightening (313)408-1166 Ron (313)377-1467 (313)408-1166
Pointe resident Deck Repairs LANDSCAPERS /
; ’ Crown Molding FLOOR SANDING / 943
Free estimates. 936 TREE SERVICE/GARDENER
; Custom Wood REFINISHING
Licensed and ;
) Projects NATURAL
insured. Free Estimates NEW INSTALLATION
Masonrygpsse RedBaron HARDWOOD FREE ESTIMATES RoofS. GUtt
gmail.com Enterprises.com FLOORS Interior/Exterior OORSe' a%‘rs ers
(313)885-8525 (313)408-1166 Dlé_stless floor Commercial & Siging
Cﬁ'(')ﬁgi:‘::oélirr\? é’é Sanre'f?rﬁ'sfﬁﬁgmg' Residential Financing Available!
FINANCING molding, install. DAVE’s 313.882.9234 epcdaron
Frge es“[[“atdes- TREE & SHRUB JOHN'S PAINTING  (313)408-1166
uaranteed. : -
30 p|us years Specializing !n: ) Intgé%gﬁrggrlor
experience. Tree Removal / Trimming HANDYMAN Damaged plaster,
Tony Arevalo Stump Grinding ¢ Gutter Cleaning I sp%qallzmg n drywall, cracks, H A ?
; 313)330-5907 Plumbing, Heating, i
echimneys ( vis?it us at: FREE ESTIMATES Air Congditioningg windows
ePorches - : 35% SUMMER DISCOUNTS - + puttying, caulking.
eConcrete TRRGTREE refinishmyfloor.com o Electrical Fire/Water damage INCORPORATED
*Steps _ SENIOR DISCOUNTS and miscellaneous jnsurance work. Residential
sStonework * FIREWOOD AVAILABLE * _odd jobs. All work Commercial
eTuckpointing . Lifetime career guaranteed ROOFING EXPERTS
fPatllos 25 Years Experience experience, G.P. References Llfetlmeh\_NaIrranty
eFireplaces reference available. icel __on Shingles
eBrick Work (586)216-0904 call Douglas Kehrer Il_:lcense{_lnsutred Licensed & Insured
RedBaron At ree esumates Free Estimates
Enterprises.com davestreeandshrub.com Senior Discount (313)886-0520
(313)408-1166 (586)292-5971 (313)882-5038

Grosse Pointe Woods

Grosse Pointe News Yard § Estate Sale Map

THIS WEEK: July 16, 2026

@ - ARDSALE (@) =ESTATE SALE

See Classifieds for more details

1. 566 Ballantyne Rd., GPS | 2.1399 Edmundton Dr., GPW
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THE AWARD-WINNING PRINT & ONLINE FAMILY FEATURE
Get puzzle answers, recipes and more at

@ )id Scoon Togetner
www.kidscoop.com Patience Pants

© 2026 by Vicki Whiting, Editor  Jeff Schinkel, Graphics ~ Vol. 42, No. 34 “We’re going to have to
wait awhile. So, put on your

patience pants.”
Has anyone ever said that funny
saying to you?
Find the exact match for each
pair of pants below.

We spend a lot of time waiting to do things. We wait in lines, we wait
for vacations, we wait for phone calls and we wait our turn playing
games. The good news? Some imagination can make all that waiting
time feel much shorter and, maybe, even a little bit fun!

Rhyme Line

Waiting takes patience. While she waits for lunch, Gabriella is thinking of words that
rhyme with things she sees in the cafeteria. Look at this picture. How many rhymes
can you make?

: Try doing these things
while waiting!

THE KID SCOOP
GREAT WAIT
CHECKLIST

I

I

|

I

|

I

|

I

I [ Count backwards from I
I 100 by fives. |
| [ Find something from every I
letter of the alphabet. |

I L] Think of five animals that I
I

I

|

I

|

I

I

I

I

I

I

|

I

Use the rhyming words
to write a short poem.

——— — e e

start with“B."

| (1 Imagine your dream

I treehouse.

I ] Draw your shoe.

| []Stand like a statue for as
long as you can.

| L1 Sing your favorite song

| silently in your mind.

I (1 Find 10 red things

|  aroundyou.
S -1

Fun House Fin

It’s a long wait for the Fun House at the fair. Use the letters
you find on the correct path to discover the punch line to
this riddle. Y

Q: WHAT DO YOU USE TO CATCH A WHOLE
SCHOOL OF FISH?

FINISH
{ ‘ =~ |WhatAreYou
B G Waiting For?
Look through the
T newspaper for things
M\ | that you have to wait for,
like upcoming movies,
0 holidays, a big game or
K dinner to be ready. Kid SCQQ

R Make a list of th
v o this page that would Teacher |
Adtivity Pack

0 be good to play while
waiting for each of

0 .
w s Wi, With hundreds of topics, every

I- Standards Link: Readin : i i
H [o] ®
Comprehension: Follow simple Kid Scoop’ printable activity pack

Standards Link: Reading Comprehension: Follow simple written instructions. written directions. features six-to-seven pages of

high-interest extra learning
(]
Kid Scoop Puzzier

poubieg unie Word Search ||Ecitg
sample today at: -

- A -
Use the code to discover an important message about waiting. (BngEEOM F:jr:)(xrr\],ebvgglz\?v; Edysl,c;gllr(\:\?a%;s?, kidscoop.com/activity-pages/
SECRET CODE sideways and diagonally.
20 12 12 B DREAM
26=A | 13=N FUN TMODETZROBGQJ . OB
25=B | 12=0 GAME . .
7 19 18 BB 20 8 24=C |11=P LUNCI S L LORGAMENY Sl
23=D |10=0Q DBNIJWEOHST : JEhO ¢
—— 22=E 9=R NEWS This week’s word: ‘
% 9 2 21=F | 8=S PATIENCE KEMETYACPU PATIENCE \X
20=G 7=T PLAY SDROWCTMLR The noun patienpe means
= = the ability to wait calmly
4 129 7 19 1¥=H | 6=U RED - ~
18=1 5=\ ROLLS T PVCASTLTFUN or w;h;ti; if;iﬁrgl;pset
17=1 | 4=W AWL JIFZONT : -
4 26 18 7 18 13 2 16=K 3=X SHOE It took patience to wait for
15=1 2=Y START R XPATTIENTZCE my pizza to be delivered.
_— 14=M 1=1 TURN TUILYFWOQHK Try to use the word patience
21 12 9 WAIT in a sentence today when
Iki ith friend.
TRY IT! Send a message (o a friend using this code! WORDS Siondard Link; Lo e, Rocogie Kot “and family members, |

Write On!

ety @eues: || Star Poem
W@L@W Write at ggzgllr aﬁl about
B [ e

9 o Standards Link: Language Arts: Write
9UN1IOS JO SeyM *HAMSNY descriptively using supporting details.

Look for words in the newspaper that create a
silly-sounding word when you say them
backwards. Create a meaning for three of
these silly new words. Think of these words
next time you have to wait.

Standards Link: Language Arts: Spell grade-level words correctly.

WAYNE COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT
ONE VISION, ONE DISTRICT, ONE COLLEGE

L
D’

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT WWW.WCCCD.EDU OR CALL 313-496-2600 Foliow Us! £ [}
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SPORTS

Your next move
starts here.
I know real estate.

2D-3D ATHLETE OF THE YEAR WINNERS | 4D MAYA JOINT TENNIS | 6D-7D COMICS

F

Grosse Pointe News

Winners announced in fifth
annual Athlete of the Year contest

By GP News Staff

The 2025-26 school
year was another filled
with exciting sports
moments and outstand-
ing performances that
proved how special the
sports community is in
Grosse Pointe. From the
football fields of fall to
the courts and ice in
winter and the diamonds
of spring, the commu-
nity once again got to

witness three seasons of
amazing local high
school sports.

The Grosse Pointe
News Athlete of the Year
contest is a way to high-
light the amazing stu-
dent-athletes who gave
their friends, families
and the community
moments to remember
this past year. Now, the
time has come for four
of them to be honored.

This year’s winners

include two All-State
hockey players, a volley-
ball phenom and a three-
sport varsity captain.
The winners came
from a group of 41 ath-
letes from Grosse Pointe
South, Grosse Pointe
North and University
Liggett School who were
showcased as part of our
Athlete of the Week fea-
ture series throughout
the school year. They
were nominated by

coaches, community
members and the Grosse
Pointe News staff to
highlight their strong
performances, leader-
ship and achievements
in their respective
sports.

Two winners, one
male and one female
athlete, were chosen by
Grosse Pointe News
readers, as the commu-
nity made its voice heard
with more than 10,000

votes cast over two
weeks. An additional
male and female athlete
were chosen as winners
by the Grosse Pointe
News in the staff picks
category.

Each winner will
receive a $500 scholar-
ship courtesy of the
Grosse Pointe News to
put toward their respec-
tive college or univer-
sity. Our Athlete of the
Week sponsors from

throughout the year also
help make the scholar-
ship possible. This year’s
Athlete of the Week
sponsors include
Fairway Packing Co.,
Ray Laethem Buick
GMC, Pointe Capital
Management and Shana
Sine Cameron of Sine &
Monaghan Realtors.

To find out who has
been crowned the 2025-
26 Athletes of the Year,
see pages 2D-3D.

COURTESY PHOTO

Farms-City moves on to state tournament

The Grosse Pointe Farms-City Little League 12U team defeated the Grosse Pointe Woods-Shores Little League 5-3 in the District 6 championship game
Saturday, July 11, to win the district title. The Farms-City team takes one step closer to the Little League World Series in Williamsport, Pa., as it advances to the
state tournament. State tournament play begins Friday, July 24, hosted by Tecumseh. For more champions from last week’s district tournaments, see page 8D.
The 12U team roster includes: Ben Damman, Charlie Choma, Rainier Goddard, Grayson Ahee, Luke Nickolas, Jackson Mitchell, Connor Steiner, Teddy Harber,
Grayson Farrell, Gavin Ahee, Michael Komasara, Wesley Marchal, Jack Mulvanney, and coaches Matt Harber, Keegan Farrell and Frank Mitchell.
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| ATHLETE OF THE YEAR WINNERS

Grosse Pointe News

Meet the winners
. and learn more about
to the winners of the their tremendous
2026 ATHLETE OF THE YEAR accomplishments from
SCHOLARSHIP their incredible
GONTEST! high school careers

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Eva Borowski
GROSSE POINTE NORTH | BASKETBALL

Featured as Grosse Pointe News Athlete of the Week on
January 15, 2026

Surpassed 1,000 career points with North varsity girls
basketball during the 2025-26 season

Served as varsity captain of North's volleyball, girls basketball
and softball teams

Will play coll asketball at Albion Coll e —
play college basketball at Albion College j e Pmpm—
Grosse Pointe North

Basketball

Charlie Mueller
GROSSE POINTE NORTH | HOCKEY

Featured as Grosse Pointe News Athlete of the Week on February
12, 2026

Led North varsity boys hockey with 30 goals and 42 assists
during the 2025-26 season

Became first North boys hockey player since 2008 to surpass
100 career points

Named Division 3 second team All-State by Michigan High

- CHARLIE MUELLER " School Hockey Coaches Association
) > Grosse Pointe North \
Hockey =i

Photo of Gabby DiVita by Grosse Pointe South Athletics
Photo of Nick Gould by Mike Adzima




GROSSE POINTE NEWS, JULY 16, 2026

ATHLETE OF THE YEAR WINNERS |

Grosse Pointe News

Gabby DiVita
GROSSE POINTE SOUTH | VOLLEYBALL

Featured as Grosse Pointe News Athlete of the Week on
October 30, 2025

Career stats over four seasons with South varsity volleyball
include 2,157 kills, 1,280 digs, 233 aces and 139 blocks

Named 2025 Michigan Interscholastic Volleyball Coaches
Association Miss Volleyball

Received All-State and MAC Red Division MVP honors in all

GABBY DIVITA four seasons of her varsity volleyball career
Grosse Pointe South
Volleyball = |

Will play volleyball in college at the University of Nebraska

Nick Gould
UNIVERSITY LIGGETT | HOCKEY & LACROSSE

Featured as Grosse Pointe News Athlete of the Week on
November 27, 2025

Led Liggett varsity boys hockey in goals (43) and points
(64) during the 2025-26 season

Named Division 3 first team All-State by Michigan High
School Hockey Coaches Association

Scored 93 goals for Liggett varsity boys lacrosse and _
received third team All-State recognition at attack from NICK GOULD

the Michigan High School Lacrosse Coaches Association I & University Liggett
: : Hockey & Lacrosse

| Will play college lacrosse at Otterbein University

., SPONSOR

A MODERN APPROACH TO TRADITIONAL INVESTING™

Jeff Huebner e Liz Ottaway ® Jim Carroll ¢ David McCormack e Heather Williams ® Susan Doughty e Carter Sales

102 Kercheval Avenue, Suite 200 ® Grosse Pointe Farms, M1 48236 ¢ (313) 882-7100 ® www.pointecapital.com

Photo of Eva Borowski by Mike Adzima
Courtesy photo of Charlie Mueller
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Grosse Pointe will always be
home for rising tennis star Joint

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

At 20 years old, Maya
Joint could be consid-
ered a rising star in the
tennis world with big
things possibly on the
horizon. Her journey to
the biggest stages the
sport has to offer began
in Grosse Pointe, with
her family and the com-
munity helping to foster
a love for the sport that
turned into a passion
and now a professional
career.

Places 1like the
Neighborhood Club are
where Joint got her
start in taking tennis
seriously. Even while
she currently calls
Australia home, she
knows the Pointes and
the tennis community in
the area are a core part
of her roots that helped
her get to where she is
today.

“We grew up right

across the street from
tennis courts,” Joint
said. “My dad had
squash racquets, so we
would go to the courts
and play with the
squash racquets and
then my mom started to
put me into some les-
sons at the local club. ...
I had a knack for it
because both my par-
ents played racquet
sports. I started travel-
ing when I was 9 or 10,
just driving around to
some tournaments. I
started doing well in the
local tournaments, so
when I got older, I
started to play junior
events around the
Midwest. I thought
there was a chance that
I could really do some-
thing with this.”

Since 2023, Australia,
her father’s home coun-
try, has become Joint’s
home and base for her
professional career.
Competing in both sin-

gles and doubles, Joint
has begun building an
impressive resume and
has appeared at some of
the biggest tournaments
in singles and doubles
play.

Joint’s first doubles
championship came at
the 2025 Women’s
Tennis Association
(WTA) 125 Cancun
Open. She followed that
with both singles and
doubles titles at the
2025 Morocco Open.
Her first Grand Slam
singles win came in
2024 at the U.S. Open,
and she has competed
in both singles and dou-
bles play at all four of
tennis’ Grand Slam
events.

“Every time you play
one of those events,
you’re going to play
against somebody very
strong and have to test
yourself,” Joint said.
“I’ve learned how to
handle different situa-

Joint steps onto the court at the Australian Open.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF WTA

Grosse Pointe native Maya Joint is currently the 77th ranked women’s singles
tennis player in the world by the Women’s Tennis Association (WTA) and
earned her first singles victory at Wimbledon over Serena Williams June 30.

tions and I know that it
will make me better for
the next time.”

A rather unique situa-
tion Joint found herself
in occurred recently at
the 2026 Wimbledon
Championships. The
singles draw put her in
a first-round matchup
with 23-time Grand
Slam champion Serena
Williams, marking
Williams’ first singles
match at Wimbledon
since 2022.

The match took place
at Wimbledon’s famed
Centre Court Tuesday,
June 30, and was
watched by more than 2
million people on
ESPN. In the end, Joint
defeated Williams in
three sets, earning her
first career Wimbledon
singles victory and a
milestone by defeating
the player who is widely
considered to be the

greatest of all time. It
was the biggest stage
Joint has been on yet in
her career, but neither
the setting nor her
opponent caused her to
waver.

“It could be a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity,”
Joint said about her
match against Williams.
“...I went and looked at
the court a couple of
days before and did the
trial walkout, so I knew
what I was expecting. I
was trying to think
about it as a normal
match and not think
about the setting too
much or who I was play-
ing.”

While Joint went on
to lose her second-
round match at
Wimbledon to
Alexandra Eala, her vic-
tory over Williams is a
benchmark moment in
her career. There is no

time to dwell on it, how-
ever, as Joint remains
focused on training and
collecting more wins in
both Grand Slam and
WTA competitions.

Joint’s tennis career
has taken her around
the world. Even while
she travels or is at her
new home in Australia,
there is always some-
thing tying Joint back to
Grosse Pointe. It is the
place where she first
picked up a racquet and
learned to love being on
the court, which is why
she will never forget
where she came from.

“I think I’ll always
consider Grosse Pointe
home,” she said. “I hope
to come back one day to
visit. I haven’t really
been back there for a
long time now, but it’ll
always be my home and
I can’t wait to see it
again.”

Community leaders seek improvement in youth sports

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

Navigating the modern
world of youth sports
can sometimes be a
whirlwind for both par-
ents and kids. There can
be physical, mental and
financial pressures to
keep up with sometimes
too many or not enough
options for certain
sports.

That is where local
leaders in the sports
community, like Anthony
Toth, are trying to create
change. Toth played col-
lege baseball at the
University of Michigan
and moved to Grosse
Pointe with his family a
few years ago. As a for-
mer Division I athlete
and now both a coach
and a dad, Toth has seen
plenty of examples of
what he thinks needs to
change in the modern
landscape of youth
sports.

And he wants to do
something about it.

“There’s this pressure
of, ‘Does my kid need to
be on a more advanced
team at this age? Are
they falling behind?’”
Toth said. “... There’s a
false pretense of if
they’re not doing things
at younger ages, they’re
going to fall behind and
not make their high
school teams and all this
stuff. Youth sports are a
$70 billion industry. How
does that have the best

COURTESY PHOTO

Anthony Toth coaches Grosse Pointe Little League Softball players during the
league’s Sandlot program, offering additional, low-pressure games and in-
struction for players after the Little League season ends.

interests of Kkids in
mind?”

That is why Toth began
working with the Project
Play Initiative, a national
initiative sponsored
locally by the Ralph C.
Wilson Jr. Foundation,
and The Family Center
of Grosse Pointe and
Harper Woods. The goal:
build more healthy and
inclusive sports commu-
nities.

“How do we keep
(kids) involved longer?”
Toth asked. “How do we
build healthier habits

and lifelong healthy ath-
letes as opposed to just
training an 8-year-old
like they’re going to be
the next Major League
Baseball star when that’s
not a realistic expecta-
tion?”

Some of Toth’s efforts
to create change already
have included the forma-
tion of programs like the
Summer Sandlot and
Fall Ball for Grosse
Pointe Little League
Softball, giving athletes
more options outside of
travel softball to con-

tinue playing after the
Little League season is
over. The efforts are not
intended to discourage
participation in travel
sports, but to provide
alternative opportunities
without as many of the
outside distractions and
pressures that might
come with youth travel

sports.
“It’s not anti-travel
sports,” Toth said.

“Travel sports can some-
times be the only option.
... If kids want to play
more, they don’t have

another choice.
Unfortunately, what’s
happened with travel
sports is that it has
become a dilution of tal-
ent, coaches and overall
ability to help kids both
physically and on the
mental side of things. ...
The onus becomes win-
ning. There’s an adult
stress on winning, some-
times, rather than what
the kid wants to do.”

Margi Whittingham is
another Pointer stepping
up to create those kinds
of opportunities.
Whittingham has been
working with Project
Play and also is the
development director for
Great Lakes Regional
Field Hockey (GLRFH).

With GLRFH,
Whittingham organizes
programs around the
Pointes and metro
Detroit to introduce
young athletes of differ-
ent ages and skill levels
to field hockey. It is a
way for Kids to try a new
sport and a more afford-
able way for families to
get their kids involved in
a new sport.

“We have program-
ming for all levels and all
skills,” Whittingham
said. “You can come out
with no knowledge,
whether you’re a 5-year-
old or a 13-year-old, you
can pick up a stick and
learn how to play field
hockey. We provide all
the equipment, so you're
not financially investing

in a new sport before
your child has tried it.”

As programs and ini-
tiatives like Project Play
and Whittingham’s work
with GLRFH are a good
place to start, people like
Toth believe there is
more room to grow.
Organizations like The
Family Center, which
made Toth a member of
its board of directors,
and others are trying to
continue the conversa-
tion surrounding the
high school sports land-
scape.

That conversation will
be highlighted at “Raising
Athletes, Strengthening
Communities,” a panel
discussion organized by
Toth and The Family
Center at The War
Memorial Monday, Oct.
5. The panel will include
guests such as coaches,
educators and other com-
munity figures to discuss
the current youth sports
landscape and what more
can be done to create the
best youth sports experi-
ence possible.

“We’re all feeling these
pressures,” Toth said.
“What’s the truth behind
it? How do we create
opportunities and bring
sports programs back
into the community so
that if girls want to play
softball or field hockey
beyond what Little
League or the
Neighborhood Club pro-
vides, they have the
opportunity to do that.”
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Local swimmer dives
into lifesaving
community campaign

By Meg Kelly

Editorial Intern

A local student-athlete
is leveraging her plat-
form in the pool to tackle
a serious safety issue
affecting youth today.

Nicole McEnroe is a
rising junior at Grosse
Pointe South High School
and a decorated competi-
tive swimmer. She also
has taken the lead for the
local leg of the annual
Corsan Challenge. The
friendly summer compe-
tition brings together 14
swim clubs across the
Michigan Interclub Swim
Association (MICSA)
league to raise critical
funds for Detroit Swims.

An initiative managed
by the YMCA of
Metropolitan Detroit,

Detroit Swims works to
eliminate financial barri-
ers to water literacy by
offering free swimming
instruction, safety gear
and transportation to
children in underserved
communities.

For McEnroe, a multi-
time MHSAA All-State
athlete, MICSA league
champion and lifeguard
at the Country Club of
Detroit, heading up the
regional campaign hits
close to home as most of
the surrounding commu-
nities have a lack of
water literacy despite
Michigan’s water-centric
environment.

The stakes and the
incentives for this year’s
challenge are particu-
larly high. Participating
regional clubs are racing

to help reach a collective
$25,000 goal, which
would fund lifesaving
water safety lessons for
more than 1,200 local
children. A single $160
contribution covers the
entire cost of training
one child for life.

The highest-earning
club will secure a travel-
ing trophy and an exclu-
sive training clinic hosted
by Charlie Swanson, the
University of Michigan
swim standout who
secured a gold medal at
the 2024 Olympic Games
in Paris.

The community fund-
raising drive is active
now and will end at mid-
night Saturday, July 25:

COURTESY PHOTO

mightycause.com/ Grosse Pointe South junior Nicole McEnroe is leading this year’s Corsan
Challenge, a friendly competition between 14 different swim clubs to raise
money for Detroit Swims. Scan the QR code above to donate.

team/2026-Corsan-Chal-
lenge

Blue Dolphins hope to preserve
legacy ahead of 1

By Mike Adzima
Sports Reporter

For nearly a century,
the Grosse Pointe Blue
Dolphins synchronized
swimming team has been
a staple of the Pointes’
oldest high school sports
programs. As the pro-
gram prepares to cele-

brate its 100th
anniversary in 2028, the
Blue Dolphins are in
search of more swim-
mers who can help keep
the team’s traditions
alive.

As of now, the Blue
Dolphins have just three
swimmers slated to
return to the team for the

2026-27 school year. One
of them is rising Grosse
Pointe South senior Erin
Korsak. Korsak has been
with the team since her
freshman year and
knows the importance of
protecting the program’s
history for the future.
“Since it was one of the
first sports in the school,

it should be preserved
like any other sport that
came after it,” she said.
The Blue Dolphins are
a unified team welcom-
ing students from both
Grosse Pointe South and
Grosse Pointe North.
Swimmers can join
regardless of prior expe-
rience when it comes to
synchronized swimming.
While it might be an
intimidating idea to join a
sport like synchronized
swimming without any
experience, the Blue
Dolphins do not want
that to deter anyone.
According to assistant
coach Juliette Aouad, a
North alumna and cur-
rent member of the
University of Michigan
Artistic Swimming Club,
the support of coaches
and teammates is enough
to help anyone interested
in synchronized swim-
ming overcome any res-
ervations they may have
about trying the sport.
“It’s a learning curve
and it is a new skill,”
Aouad said. “In my years

as a swimmer and a
coach, I've seen so many
girls come in feeling ter-
rified. ... Through their
time on the team, each
and every one of them
has become one of our
best swimmers. As intim-
idating as it may seem,
one of the things we like
to have is an environ-
ment where you’re sup-
ported and your coaches
are helping you and your
teammates are helping
you. It’s a really good
support system.”

Communication and
teamwork are key in any
sport, especially synchro-
nized swimming.
Athletes like Aouad and
Korsak are grateful for
the opportunities the
Blue Dolphins have given
them to build a commu-
nity and make lasting
friendships in and out of
the water because of how
closely they work
together.

The community of cur-
rent and former swim-
mers has brought so
many athletes together.

00th anniversary

People like Korsak
believe being part of the
Blue Dolphins can com-
pletely change the high
school experience, open-
ing them up to new things
and meeting new people
as part of a program they
want to live on for future
generations.

“It connects both of the
schools and helps you
branch out and meet
more people in the school
district,” Korsak said. “...
Everyone at South kind
of knows each other, but
you might not know a lot
of people at North. It’s
great to meet new people
through this sport and
make new friends.”

Interested swimmers
can find the Grosse
Pointe Blue Dolphins
Synchronized Swim
Team on Facebook for
updates. Former team
members also are
encouraged to reach out
on social media to help
build a larger alumni net-
work and base for the
program’s history ahead
of its 100th anniversary.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ERIN KORSAK

Grosse Pointe Blue Dolphins swimmers perform a routine during last season.
The team is one of the oldest high school sports programs in Grosse Pointe and
will celebrate its 100th anniversary in 2028.



6D GROSSE POINTE NEWS, JULY 16, 2026

~ THURSDAY — COMICS

anuts Charles M. Schulz
arro  Dan Piraro and Wayno  Andy Capp Reg Smythe
ing McCoys  Glenn McCoy B.C. Johnny Hart and Mason Mastroianni
A ) RS AT
@
ality Check  pave whamond Beetle Bailey Greg, Brian, Neal and Mort Walker
Mother Goose and Grim Mike Peters
3 Lockhorns  Bill Hoest, Bunny Hoest and John Reiner
Crankshaft Tom Batiuk and Dan Davis
AN REMEMBER WHERE WE PARKED. . . :
nis the Menace Hank Ketchum,
Scott Ketchum, Ron Ferdinand and Marcus Hamilton Garpe Diem Niklas Eriksson
Wumo Mikael Wulff and Anders Morgenthaler
°‘“'”ﬁaﬁf;ﬂ°§“§m‘” When I said you could say hi to

my dog, I didn’t think it would
take nine hours ...

ARGARET THINKS SHE KNOWS WHAT R
E’S TALKIN’ ABOUT, BUT SHE’S THE [ 139 Mg YT Ly




GROSSE POINTE NEWS, JULY 16, 2026 7D

| THURSDAY COMICS

Garfield Jim Davis

© 2026 PAWS, INC. All Rights Reserved
Distributed by Andrews McMeel Syndication

Hagar The Horrible ik Browne & chris Browne original Creatorsy  Bob Webber Jr. and Gary Hallgren  Close To Home Jo

© 2026 by King Features Syndicate, Inc. World Rights Reserved.

Wizard of Id  Created by Brant Parker and Johnny Hart. Currently by Mason Mastroianni

Ziggy

Blondie Chris and Dean Young
'‘Marmaduke Paul & Brad
Over The Hedge Michael Fry and T. Lewis
“Marmaduke is always reg
decide to go somewher
Crock Created by Bill Rechin and Brant Parker Family Circus Bill
Popeye Bud Sagendorf

un £q 92020

woo'afedod 9202@

©2026 Bill Keane, Inc.
Dist. by King Features Synd:
5 www.familycircus.com

“l rushed in here so you

wouldn’t be w
Tony Carrilo

SINCE WHEN IS
"HERALD" AN OFFICIAL
ROLE AT THE HOA?




GROSSE POINTE NEWS, JULY 16, 2026

| SPORTS

Woods-Shores, Farms-City take district titles

COURTESY PHOTO

COURTESY PHOTO

The Grosse Pointe Woods-Shores 11U team won the district title Saturday, July The Grosse Pointe Farms-City Little League 10U team earned the district title

11, with a 6-5 win over Grosse Pointe Farms-City. Woods-Shores will head to
the 11U state tournament in Alpena beginning Friday, July 17. The team’s ros-
ter includes: Benny Maltese, Kansas Waugh, Henry Buechel, Nicholas Amori,
Boomer Inger, George Dakmak, Harrison Cavanagh, Tyler Vandenberghe
Julian Augustyn, Blake Hawkins, Cameron Mannino and Christian Klamo.

Saturday, July 11, defeating Woods-Shores in the championship. The Farms-
City squad will head to Harbor Springs for the 10U state tournament beginning
Friday, July 24. The team’s roster includes: Huntley Prieur, Johnny Rizzo,
Charlie Posby, Jack Coury, Finn Elley, Conor McKenzie, Jack Kowal, Will
Palinski, Cass Lupo, Gus Harber, Carter Browne and Vinny Loperfido.

I SAY— SPORTS EDITION By Mike Adzima

A morning on the fairway and
reminders of what golf is really about

here is some-
thing that
feels right
about an ear-
ly-morning
round of golf in the sum-
mer: getting out on the
course and seeing the
morning dew still glis-
tening on the fairways
and greens as you get
ready to tee off before
the day becomes too

hot. What makes it even
better is the experience
of playing an interesting,
unfamiliar course with
some familiar, friendly
company.

That is what my
cousin, Luke Sloan, and
I were able to do this
past Sunday morning.
Those who listen to
WWJ Newsradio 950 or
WXYT-FM sports radio

Grosse Pointe News
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might be familiar with
Luke’s name and know
his voice from the air-
waves. While we are
both in the journalism
business, we also share
a love for golf, following
the footsteps of our
fathers, who have been
longtime golfing bud-
dies.

We try to meet each
other for at least a few
rounds of golf each sea-
son and Sunday’s round
brought us to the Links
at Gateway in Romulus.
About a 40-minute drive
down 1-94 from Grosse
Pointe, I would say
Gateway is worth the
trip for a well-kept and
challenging, but enjoy-
able, public course to
play in the metro Detroit
area.

The wunique thing
about Gateway is its
proximity to Detroit
Metropolitan Airport.
The course is about four
miles away from the air-
port and people like
myself who share an
affinity for both golf and
aviation will enjoy
watching the almost
constant stream of
planes flying overhead
as they take off and
land.

The frequent noise of
commercial airliners

above you during your
round might be a bit dis-
tracting at first, but I
found myself getting
pretty used to it after a
couple of holes. It also
adds a fun extra mini-
game to your round
when you use a flight-
tracking app and have
each other guess where
each plane is going.

As for the course
itself, I found Gateway
to be a relatively fun
challenge for an average
golfer like myself. While
you can find yourself
facing some tough situ-
ations on certain holes,
I never felt overly frus-
trated on the course.

Perhaps the most
challenging part of the
course is the length of
some holes on the back
nine. Depending on
which tees you choose
to play from (we played
from the gold tees), you
might encounter a cou-
ple of lengthy par-4
holes that are well over
400 yards, followed
shortly by a par-5 that
measures well over 500
yards from the gold tees
and can go up to even
over 600 yards from the
black tees, according to
the scorecard. Also, the
last par-3 on the back
nine is hole 14, so be

prepared to not catch
many breaks with short
holes at the end of your
round.

All of that being said,
I enjoyed my Sunday
morning round at
Gateway, not just for the
challenging golf, but for
everything that came
with it. I got to spend a
Sunday morning on the
golf course with family
and got to talk about life
and sports and every-
thing.

It made me realize
even more how golf can
bring people together.
Whether you are play-
ing with someone you
know well or get paired
up with a stranger, the
golf course is where you
can connect with others
and enjoy people’s com-
pany. To me, that is
what golf is about. Sure,
I want to have a good
round and score as low
as possible, but if I can
do that while being out
in beautiful weather
with some good com-
pany, that makes it even
better.

Come back to the
Grosse Pointe News in
the coming weeks for
more summer golf sto-
ries, including course
reviews, tips from local
pros and more.
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